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OUR REPUTATION FOR EXCELLENCE
IS BUILT ON TWO PILLARS:
The recommendations of the loyal clients we have served and 
award-winning workmanship. In the last 45 years, we have earned 
Seventy-0ne awards that speak to the level of quality we provide.

OUR SERVICES
COMMERCIAL ROOFING

ARCHITECTURAL SHEET METAL

SHINGLING & SIDING

SERVICE & INSPECTIONS 71 AWARDS
ACHIEVED TO DATE

#1
ROOFING
COMPANY

OUR GROWING LIST OF ACHIEVEMENTS FOR QUALITY, 
SAFETY, GROWTH & INNOVATION

Associated Builders and Contractors Excellence in Construction 
Twelve-Time Honoree

Associated Builders and Contractors STEP Achiever

Minneapolis St. Paul Business Journal Fast 50 Honoree

Firestone Inner Circle Contractor

Firestone Master Contractor 

Inc. 5000 Fastest Growing Company Six Times

Patriotic Employer Award

Finance & Commerce Progress Minnesota Two-Time Honoree

Finance & Commerce Reader Rankings Top Three Roofing Contractors 
list including #1 twice

Sika Sarnafil Partners Club

Sika Sarnafil Elite Member One of Four in Minnesota

Roofing Contractor Magazine #6 Top Roofing Contractor in the Nation

MNOSHA Partnership Award

IREM Industry Partner of the Year 2019 

*We’ve received many of these awards multiple times.

THE HORIZON PROMISE

TESTIMONIALS

We promise to provide our customers with 
award-winning workmanship at a reasonable 
rate, customer service we would demand if 
we were the customer and solution-driven 

programs that will add value to their 
investment for years to come.

Horizon Roofing’s customer service is 
outstanding. They have provided us with quality 

roofing, excellent attention to detail, and 
professional staff to work with.

Thank you so very much for the quick response, 
and on a Friday night, no less. I really appreciate 

this level of customer service, thanks again.

- CRAIG N.

- JASON L.

Your team did a great job of keeping me 
informed. They did a wonderful job on repairs, 

and gave me some great tips! Thanks.

- DALE M.

Your guys are fast; they were able to locate and 
repair the leak in just under 1 hour. Thanks again!

Read more at

https://www.horizonroofinginc.com/testimonial/

- JON M.

CONTACT US TODAY! 612-333-1481       320-252-1608       www.horizonroofinginc.com
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Even though his father, Dan Scepaniak, 
started Horizon Roofing Inc. out of his 
garage in 1976, Kurt Scepaniak has been 
in the business for nearly as long. He 
swept floors and did other odd jobs from 
the age of 10, then got into the business 
for real just a couple of years later.

 “When I was 16, I started our service 
department at a time when other roofing 
companies didn’t really have that kind 
of thing,” said Scepaniak. “I would walk 
roofs and people would say they needed 
to replace them. I would tell them that 
they didn’t have to replace it, there are 
just a couple of issues that need to be 
dealt with, and that way we can extend 
the life of the roof.”

Innovation has been a watchword 
for Horizon for its entire history. The 
company specializes in commercial flat 
roofing, architectural sheet metal, roofing 
maintenance and inspections.

“We also started taking before and after 
pictures of issues we were finding,” said 

Scepaniak. “As far as I know, we were the 
first ones to do that. We wanted to add 
transparency to our service.” 

Since the younger Scepaniak took 
over the business after his dad’s 2000 
retirement, Horizon hasn’t stopped 
growing. The 14-employee shop he 
inherited now employs 125.

The company embraced upgraded 
technological touches not long after Kurt 
took over. In 2007 the company began 
programming an online system that it 
could use to upload construction reports. 
To this point, Horizon has invested more 
30,000 programming hours into a group 
of proprietary reporting systems, letting 
customers check on the progress of their 
projects from start to finish.

The technology at the company’s 
disposal allows for virtual tours that help 
budget and – even showing what kind of 
lifespan can be expected on customer 
roof areas.

“Since we started doing that, we’ve had 
a full-time programmer on our staff,” said 
Scepaniak. “That person codes systems 
built to communicate with our customers 
and provide as much transparency as 
possible.”

Horizon has also been ahead of the 
curve on something that many of its 
colleagues have been tardy to: training. 
The company has more than 5,500 square 
feet of training space at facilities in its 
Waite Park and in Brooklyn Center. It also 

has seven different roof areas and a full-
time trainer on staff, giving it one of the 
industry’s leading training programs for a 
private company.

Horizon’s training isn’t just meant to 
get new employees up to speed, but to 
also help veteran employees continue to 
hone their skills. When work is postponed 
due to weather, that often means a paid 
training day.

That level of innovation and forward 
thinking has led to dozens of over 70 
awards and a number of prestigious 
projects. 

“We try to be our biggest competition,” 
said Scepaniak. “We try to stay away from 
thinking ‘This is how we’ve always done 
it, so it’s good enough.’”

ADMINISTRATION

Publisher

Bill Gaier
612-584-1537

EDITORIAL

Editor

Joel Schettler
612-584-1556

CREATIVE

Page Designer

Jackie Royds

ADVERTISING

Advertising Account Executive

Scot Wallace
612-584-1544

Account Executive

Alex Yermishkin
612-584-1545

Ad Production

Abigail Wilhelm

For the past five years the readers of Finance & Commerce and 

Minnesota Lawyer have chosen their most trusted brands and busi-

ness partners. This year’s selections include many repeat winners 

and several newcomers. 

How are companies chosen for Reader Rankings? Well, just like it 

sounds. We pick the categories, populated with a list of companies 

that have been nominated over the past years and you, the read-

ers vote. If a company is not on the list, they are added by write-in 

or can be suggested to us for inclusion. Our readers then vote on 

their favorites through our website. We then tally the votes and the 

bragging rights begin — Reader Rankings 2021.

We thank you for your support in making the decisions on the win-

ners of the 2021 Reader Rankings. And no doubt, the businesses 

you selected in the top spots appreciate your support every day. 

Congratulations to the winners!

Sincerely,

Bill Gaier

Publisher

FROM OUR PUBLISHER

HOW INNOVATION HAS PUT HORIZON ROOFING AT THE TOP OF ITS FIELD

Kurt Scepaniak

Submitted photo: Horizon Roofing
Horizon Roofing put a 36,000-square-foot Firestone EPDM roof 
on the Crescent Ridge II office building in Minnetonka in 2019. 
Innovation and forward thinking has led to dozens of awards 
and a number of prestigious projects for the company.

Sponsored Content
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COMMERCIAL REAL ESTATE

BEST Commercial Real Estate Brokerage

1. Doran Companies

2. CBRE

2. Kraus-Anderson

BEST Commercial Leasing Company

1. Doran Companies

2. CBRE

3. Cushman & Wakefield

BEST Commercial Real Estate Developer/Partner

1. Doran Companies

2. Ryan Companies

2. Sherman Associates

BEST Commercial Property Manager

1. Kraus-Anderson

2. Ryan Companies

3. CBRE

BEST 1031 Exchange Experts

1. Commercial Partners Exchange Company, LLC

2. The Excelsior Group

3. Cushman & Wakefield

BEST Tenant Representation

1. CBRE

2. Davis

2. JLL

BEST Appraisal Companies

1. CBRE

2. Shenehon Company

3. Diversified Real Estate Services

BEST Title Companies

1. Commercial Partners TItle

2. First American Title

2. Guaranty Commercial Title

BEST Commercial Valuation

1. Shenehon Company

2. CBRE

3. Minnesota Real Estate Appraisal Services

BUSINESS AND OFFICE SERVICES

BEST Business Bank

1. Alerus Financial

2. Bridgewater Bank

3. Bremer Bank

BEST Insurance Brokerage

1. Kraus-Anderson Insurance

2. Christensen Group

3. Wells Fargo

BEST Executive Search Firms

1. Robert Half

2. SkyWater Search Partners Inc.

3. Talon Performance Group, Inc.

BEST Accounting Firm

1. Mahoney Ulbrich Christiansen & Russ P.A.

2. CliftonLarsonAllen

3. Baker Tilly

BEST Staffing Agency

1. Robert Half OfficeTeam

2. Salo

3. The Creative Group - Robert Half

BEST Office Interiors

1. bdh

2. ESG Architecture & Design

3. Perkins & Will

BEST Wealth Management

1. RBC Wealth Management

1. Thrivent Financial

2. U.S. Bancorp
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Benchmark
National ADR

QPV
From contemporary and traditional to truly unique, we can give 
you unparalleled design freedom for your project. Our products 
are highly customizable and rate #1 in quality and performance,* 
so you can rest assured that your vision will be brought to life and 
live up to your high standards. 

YOUR VISION,
EXACTLY AS YOU IMAGINED  

Explore the possibilities at andersenwindows.com
*2020 Andersen brand surveys of U.S. contractors, builders & architects.

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. 
©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.  06/21

Thank you to the readers of Minnesota 
Lawyer for choosing Benchmark 
Reporting Agency as the Best Court 
Reporter & Deposition Service and the 
Best Deposition Video Provider in the 
2021 Minnesota Reader Rankings poll 
for the fourth consecutive year.  
2020/2021 has been a challenging 
time for everyone and we appreciate 
the patience you have shown us 
during this time.

As one of the most respected court
reporting agencies in the nation,
Benchmark has been Minnesota’s 
premier court reporting agency for 
more than 50 years.

We o�er a full range of litigation 
support services to meet the needs of 
clients throughout the U.S. and abroad.

Benchmark is committed to service
excellence and the highest ethical
standards.

We are proud to live up to our name as 
“The Benchmark” of excellence and 
knowledge in the court reporting 
industry.

Court Reporting

Video Services

Video Conference Suites

Litigation Support

Online Repository

Complimentary
Conference Rooms

Worldwide Scheduling

@bmragency

Connect with us

800.873.3376 
612.338.3376 
222 South Ninth Street
Suite 450
Minneapolis
MN 55402
www.benchmark-reporting.com

Discover the art of service!

Thank You! Voted Best Law School and Best Non-Association 
Continuing Legal Education Provider

mitchellhamline.edu/minn
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BEST MBA Program

1. Carlson School of Management, University of Minnesota

2. Opus College of Business, University of St. Thomas

3. Hamline School of Business

BEST Web Development

1. The Nerdery

2. Colle+McVoy

3. Irish Titan

BEST Courier and Messenger Service

1. Metro Legal Services Inc

2. OnTime Delivery

3. Platinum Courier

BEST Data Recovery Service

1. Atomic Data

2. Chipheads

3. OnTrack

BEST Document Destruction

1. Shred-it

2. Iron Mountain

3. Shred Right

BEST Document Management

1. Loffler Companies, Inc.

2. Shepard Data Services

3. Metro Sales

BEST Tech Recycling & Disposal

1. Atomic Recycling LLC

1. Best Buy

1. Tech Dump

BEST IT Outsourcing Provider

1. IBM

2. Thomspn Reuters Legal Managed Services

3. Deloitte

BEST Office Equipment

1. Loffler Companies, Inc.

2. Innovative Office Solutions

3. Fluid

BEST Office Supplies

1. Innovative Office Supplies

2. Staples

3. Office Depot

BEST Printer

1. Loffler Companies Inc

2. Metro Sales

3. ARC St. Louis Park

BEST Commercial Mortgage Lender

1. Bridgewater Bank

2. Bremer Bank

3. Crown Bank

BEST Small Business Banking

1. Alerus Financial

2. Bridgewater Bank

3. Bremer Bank

CONSTRUCTION

BEST Large Contractor

1. Kraus-Anderson Construction

2. Ryan Companies

3. Mortenson Construction

BEST Contractor

1. Doran Companies

2. Frana Companies

3. Gardner Builders

BEST Architect

1. Doran Companies

2. ESG Architecture & Design

3. UrbanWorks Architecture LLC

BEST Engineer

1. BKBM Engineers

2. Meyer Borgman Johnson

3. Braun Intertec



Best Accounting Firm
Thank you readers and clients! 

#1 IN 2021!

BE THE NEXT CLIENT.
REAL ESTATE   |   BUSINESS   |   NOT-FOR-PROFIT

MAHONEYCPA.COM  

#1 Best ADR Company

#1 Best ADR Individual Mediator

and

2020

benchmarknationaladr.com • 612-584-7840 
4900 IDS Center 80 South 8th Street, Minneapolis, MN 55402

ExperiencedExperienced  ADR 
Professional

Local, National, 
International 

and Online Mediations

Safe, Secure and Cost 
Effective

Qualified Neutral under 
Minnesota Rule #114 

Cara Lee Neville
President & Founder

Benchmark National ADR, LLC

2021
Best ADR Company

Best ADR Individual Mediator

and

Experienced ADR 
Professional

Local, National, 
International 

Online - In Person 
- Hybrid ADR 

Mediations

Safe and Cost 
Effective

Qualified Neutral under 
Minnesota Rule #114

benchmarknationaladr.com • 612-584-7840

Cara Lee Neville
President & Founder

Benchmark National ADR, LLC
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BEST Materials Supplier

1. JL Schwieters Construction

2. Menards

3. Certified Wood Products

BEST Construction/Real Estate Law Firm

1. Larkin Hoffman

2. Hellmuth & Johnson

3. Bassford Remele

BEST Electrical Contractor

1. Egan Company

2. Collins Electric

3. JBerd

BEST Concrete Company

1. Northland Concrete and Masonry

2. Ryan Companies

3. Molin

Best Concrete Supplier

1. Cemstone

2. Aggregate Industries

3. AVR

BEST Painting Company

1. Swanson & Youngdale Inc.

2. Sunrise Painting

3. 360 Wall Systems

BEST Plumbing Company

1. Jberd

2. Gilbert Mechanical

3. Wenzel Plumbing Heating Cooling

BEST Security Company

1. Atomic Data

2. Loffler Companies, Inc.

3. Code42

3. Computer Forensic Services

3. Convergent

BEST Fabrication Company

1. MG McGrath, Inc.

2. J L Schwieters Construction

3. Fabcon Precast

BEST Landscape Design Company

1. Margolis

2. Cunningham Group

2. KG Landscape

2. Perkins & Will

BEST Windows and Glazing

1. Andersen Windows

2. Marvin Windows

3. Pella Windows

BEST Roofing Contractor

1. Horizon Roofing, Inc.

2. Central Roofing Company

3. QT Commercial

BEST Paving

1. Northland Paving

2. Metro Paving Inc.

3. Minnesota Roadways Co.

BEST Public Relations Firm

1. Beehive

2. Padilla

3. Carmichael Lynch Relate

3. Evans Larson

BEST Equipment Rental

1. Sunbelt

2. United Rental

3. Ziegler Cat

BEST Mechanical Engineering Firm

1. Michaud Cooley Erickson

2. Dunham Associates

3. Steen Engineering, Inc.



Urbanworks
Architecture Llc

QPV

952.835.3800 | www.larkinhoffman.com  

Seasoned Legal Support 
for Construction and 
Real Estate

Larkin Hoffman’s construction team counsels clients on 
every aspect of the construction process, from procurement 
and contracting to government regulations and high 
stakes litigation. We represent construction contractors, 
subcontractors, developers, commercial building owners 
and sureties.

Our real estate team advises clients on all aspects of real 
estate and every phase of real estate development  including 
acquisition, approvals, assembly, construction, financing, 
leasing, litigation and disposition of real estate.

F&C_Final_1/4page_2021.indd   1F&C_Final_1/4page_2021.indd   1 5/28/21   11:33 AM5/28/21   11:33 AM

612.332.5500
www.sdkcpa.com

SDK’s Forensic Accounting 
& Valuation Services

Using proven technologies and a tenacity to bring issues to the 
surface, SDK’s litigation support team partners with you to uncover 

the details you need to know.  

Proud to be listed in the Reader Rankings 

Best Expert Witness Financial
Best Forensic Accounting

Joseph Kenyon, CPA/ABV/CFF, CFE, Jennifer Schiefert, 
CPA/ABV/CFF, CFE , Ginger Knutsen, CPA/ABV/CFF, CFE, Ryan 
Stretmater, CPA/CFF, CFE, MBA, Brandon Reinschmidt, CPA/ABV

WINNER 
BEST 
ARCHITECT 

URBANWORKS ARCHITECTURE LLC WWW.URBAN-WORKS.COM

THANK YOU!

 

Powerful 
advocates.  
Always on 
your side. 
Congratulations to all of the Minnesota Lawyer 
Reader Rankings finalists!
 
Bassford Remele is ranked in the following categories:  
BEST Litigation Valuation, BEST Construction Law Firm,  
and BEST Construction/Real Estate Law Firm. 

Bassford Remele proudly serves as local and national counsel 
for many major corporations and Fortune 500 Companies 
and is a go-to litigation firm representing local, national, and 
international clients in state and federal courts across the 
region. From the conference room to the courtroom, we bring 
tenacity to solve your most complex legal challenges.

612.333.3000   |   bassford.com
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BEST Construction Law Firm

1. Larkin Hoffman

2. Bassford Remele

3. Hellmuth & Johnson

DINING & LEISURE

BEST Local Brewery

1. Bent Paddle

2. Surly

3. Fulton Brewing Taproom

BEST Local Winery

1. Saint Croix Vineyards

2. Carlos Creek Winery

3. Winehaven Winery

LEGAL SERVICES

BEST ADR Company

1. Gilbert Mediation Center, Ltd.

2. Benchmark National ADR, LLC

2. Cook ADR

BEST ADR Individual Moderator

1. James H. Gilbert

2. Cara Lee Neville

3. Mary E. Pawlenty

BEST Claims Administration

1. American Risk Services

2. Heffler Claims Group

2. Rust Consulting Inc.

BEST Class Action Claims Administration 
Services

1. Rust Consulting Inc.

2. Heffler Claims Group

3. Dahl Administration

3. JND Legal Administration

BEST Court Reporter and Deposition Service

1. Benchmark Reporting Agency

2. Depo International

3. Veritext

BEST Deposition Video Provider

1. Benchmark Reporting Agency

2. On The Record

3. Veritext

BEST Digital Forensics

1. Shepherd Data Services

2. Carney Forensics

3. Computer Forensic Services

BEST Docketing and Calendaring Software

1. Thomson Reuters Elite

2. MyCase

3. BEC Legal

3. Lecorpio Inc.

BEST E-Discovery

1. Shepherd Data Services

2. Thomson Reuters

3. Nightowl Discovery

BEST Expert Witness

1. Thomson Reuters Expert Witness Services

2. The TASA Group

3. Juris Pro

BEST Expert Witness Financial

1. Baker Tilly

2. Schechter, Dokken

3. Wipfli

BEST Forensic Accounting

1. Schechter, Dokken

2. Ernst & Young LLP

3. Eide Bailly LLP

BEST Jury Consultant

1. Populus law

2. JuryScope, Inc.

3. NJP Litigation Consulting



952.767.0167 • GilbertMediation.com 
jhgilbert@lawgilbert.com

James H. Gilbert 
Mediator/Arbitrator/Special Master

Voted #1 Best ADR 
Individual Moderator

Thank you for your confidence in me!

An Exela Technologies Brand
CONSULTING

We’re proud to be your partner for 
settlement administration, remediation, 
data breach responses, and recalls.

CONTACT AN EXPERT
625 Marquette Avenue, Suite 900
Minneapolis, MN 55402
T: 612.359.2000
E: info@rustconsulting.com
www.rustconsulting.com

@RustConsulting

linkedin.com/company/
rust-consulting

Thank you for voting Rust 
Consulting among the best 
in Class Action Claims 
Administration Services.

Request a proposal:
www.rustconsulting.com/rfp

Sign-up for Insights:
go.rustconsulting.com/sign-up

The philosophy that a company is only as good as its 
people places NCM at the top of its industrypeople places NCM at the top of its industry

1125 Stagecoach road Shakopee, MN 55379
Main office: 952.890.1650 • Fax: 952.890.1699

northlandconcreteandmasonry.com
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BEST Law School

1. Mitchell Hamline School of Law

2. University of Minnesota Law School

3. University of St. Thomas School of Law

BEST Legal Liability Insurance

1. Minnesota Lawyer’s Mutual Insurance

2. Hays Companies

3. Lawyers Insurance Group

BEST Legal Outplacement and Career Transition 
Provider

1. Talon Performance Group

2. Roy S. Ginsburg, J.D.  Strategic Advisor to Lawyers and Law 
Firms

3. Reaction Search International

BEST Litigation Consulting Firm

1. Shepherd Data Services

2. JuryScope, Inc.

3. Martin Litigation Support Services, LLC

BEST Litigation Valuation

1. Bassford Remele

2. Baker Tilly

3. Anthony Ostlund

BEST Legal Staffing

1. Robert Half Legal

2. Sand Search Partners

3. Talon Performance Group

BEST Non-Association Continuing Legal 
Education Provider

1. Mitchell Hamline School of Law

2. University of St. Thomas School of Law

3. Minnesota County Attorneys Association

BEST Online Research Provider

1. Thomson Reuters

2. Lexis/Nexis

3. Fastcase

BEST Paralegal Program in the MN

1. Hamline University

2. North Hennepin Community College

3. Inver Hills Community College

3. Winona State University

BEST Practice Management Software

1. ProLaw

2. MyCase

3. Smokeball

BEST Private Investigator

1. Gilbertson Investigations

2. Graf Agency

2. Private Eye Security

BEST Process Server

1. Metro Legal Services Inc

2. Pro Legal MN

3. Platinum Process Serving & Investigation

BEST Tables of Authority Software

1. Thomson Reuters

2. Lexisnexis

3. Best Authority

BEST Time and Billing Solutions

1. Clio

1. MyCase

1. Tabs3 Billing

BEST Translation Services

1. Global Translation

2. Bridge-World Language Center

3. ATS (Alex Translations Services)

3. Lynne Krenz , Stillwater

3. Minnesota Translations

BEST Trust Administration

1. Thrivent Financial

2. Northern Trust

3. U.S. Trust





MEDIATION • ARBITRATION 
SPECIAL MASTER

YOUR MINNESOTA ADR EXPERTS!
Locations in Eden Prairie, Downtown Minneapolis, 

Zoom Virtual ADR, or One of Your Choosing

www.GilbertMediation.com 
952.767.0167

A Proven Resource for Fast, Fair Alternative 
Dispute Resolution for over 16 Years

NO ADMINISTRATIVE FEES
REASONABLE RATES • LOCALLY OWNED

SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

Our Experienced Team of Qualified Neutrals
Hon. Mary E. Pawlenty

Hon. Gary J. Meyer
Hon Peter J. Lindberg
Hon. James H. Gilbert



 
 

 
Experts Always. 
Anywhere.
Our expert staff has extensive knowledge 

to handle commercial transactions nationwide.

CPTitle.com  |  612.337.2470



On your side. At your side.

The Hellmuth & Johnson 
Construction Law Team

▪  Construction & Lien Law       ▪  Construction Defects & Warranties

Joe Barnett David Hellmuth Peter Hvidston

Chris Jones J. Robert Keena Blake Nelson Brian Nelson

Nancy Polomis Chris Sall Ryan Theis

Heidi Bassett

hjlawfirm.com


