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Summer is a great season for 
holding your ceremony outdoors. 

Not only is the weather 
great, but there may be fewer 
restrictions and regulations, 

since being outdoors has been 
deemed more safe than being 

inside during the pandemic. 

THE PROS
Summer breezes, lots of 

greenery, tents and twinkly 
lights set a fresh and airy mood 
for the ceremony and the re-
ception. “Tented weddings are 
the new ballroom,” wedding 
planner and designer Jove 
Meyer told The Knot. “Couples 
are leaning into nature and 
fresh air in ways they did not 
in the past.” 

Entire weekends can be 
planned outdoors, including 
welcome ceremonies and re-
ceptions, as weddings contract 
into smaller, safer parties that, 
with those tinier crowds, can 
be more luxe and still make 
the budget. Think s’mores and 
campfi res under the stars in-
stead of star-spangled giant 
receptions under chandeliers. 

Outdoor weddings can also 
be less formal occasions, in-
cluding relaxed dress codes 
that make both guests and the 
happy couple more comfort-
able. Today’s ceremonies are 
heavy on the fun and senti-
mentality and light on the for-
mality, and every detail should 
refl ect that. 

THE CONS
Mother Nature can be a wel-

come guest at your wedding 
with a spectacular backdrop or 
a jewel-toned sunset to end the 
day. Or she can crash the whole 
thing with a roaring thunder-
storm or excessive heat. All 
your wedding plans need a 
back-up, especially those that 
are outside. The good news is 
that today’s smaller ceremo-
nies can be a lot more agile 
and adapt to changing condi-
tions easily. 

Your wedding planner can 
help set up a variety of options 
for your and your guests. This 
will help you rest easier as you 
approach your wedding day, no 
matter what happens with the 
weather. 

THINGS TO 
THINK ABOUT

Depending on your venue, 
you’ll need to consider things 
like parking, facilities for your 
guests and plenty of room for 
sta�  ng. 

Wedding planners are pros 
at fi guring out what each ven-
ue needs in terms of extras 
from other vendors. 

Just like indoor ceremonies, 
you’ll also need to consider 
mask-wearing, social distanc-
ing and other precautions. 

Even though your outdoors, 
follow all local restrictions and 
regulations for gatherings and 
events to stay safe.

Outdoor Venues
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Evan Wish Photography
“For the last 10 years, I have been honored to photograph countless 
families, couples, and businesses in Humboldt County. My business 
model is centered on going the extra mile for my clients. Consistency 
and predictable quality set the quality of my work apart and make 
a photography session with me an enjoyable event and an excellent 
investment. I like to work fast and be light on my feet, catching every 
moment from a child’s smile to the �rst kiss. With my full-day package, 
I stay for the entire wedding, regardless of hours, ensuring I’m always 
there to capture special moments. In the end, the client receives all the 
best photos from the day fully edited, with no limits on quantity.”

www.EvanWishPhotography.com • EvanWish@gmail.com

916-475-9213

Complimentary consultation:
• Discounted rentals • Budget guidance • Timeline assistance 

• Rehearsal direction • After event returns 
• Voted Times-Standard’s Best Event Coordinator For the last 7 years

Carole Crossley
– CERTIFIED EVENT PLANNER

celebration-blvd.com
carolecrossleygifts@gmail.com

707-845-7243



4 EVER AFTER  |  Times-Standard

Pandemic restrictions have put 
a damper on both weddings 

and receptions. There are safety 
restrictions, and many areas 

that have limited restaurant and 
event capacity. 

This means that couples can 
opt to spend more per guest, 
meaning plated and personal-
ized reception dinners that will 
delight your guests. 

COURSE MEALS
Smaller guests lists mean 

that you can opt for a more in-
timate, luxe reception featuring 
plated, multi-course dinners. 
Seat your guests in well-spaced 
pods, where people sit with 
people they already associate 
with. Leave plenty of room for 
both guests and sta�  to social 
distance. Encourage sanitiza-

tion and mask-wearing except 
for when eating and drinking. 
Consider o� ering intimate 
touches like handwritten place 
cards and personalized notes 
to make the experience special 
for those you choose to share in 
your special moment. 

TINY PLATES
If you’re not serving a full 

meal and don’t want passed 
hors d’oeuvres to create a safe-
ty risk, opt instead for individ-
ualized plates of appetizers on 
a theme. Think miniature char-
cuterie boards or small plates 
featuring four individual fi n-
ger foods. Have plenty of pick-
up points so that guests don’t 
congregate in any one area and 
can instead grab a plate and 
move to their table at their con-
venience. 

MINI WEDDING CAKES
Another pinch point at wed-

dings is the line-up after the 
couple cuts the cake. Instead of 
serving slices of cake that have 
to be served, some couples 
are opting for miniature wed-
ding cakes that are individu-
ally plated and either served at 
the reception or packaged for 
guests to take home and enjoy 
later. This doesn’t have to just 
be a cupcake, either. Bakers are 
turning out tiny, fully decorat-
ed layered wedding cakes that 
perfectly match your theme, 
palette and budget. Of course, 
you can always think outside 
of the box and do another kind 
of individual sweet treat, such 
as cookies, brownies or even 
marshmallow treats. 

PREPACKAGED FOODS
Some couples are o� er-

ing for boxes of prepackaged 
foods that come individually 
wrapped so that people can en-
joy them at their own pace and 
knowing the food is safe to eat. 

Bonus: These boxes can eas-
ily be shipped to guests attend-
ing via online platforms such 
as Zoom and social media so 
everyone can share in the fun.

Reception Menus

Come sit at 
our table & tell us 

your love story

524 Henderson St. Eureka, CA 95501
707.443.4811 • eureka�orist.net • eureka�oristanddesign@gmail.com
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With the coronavirus pandemic 
now more than a year old, many cities 
and states still have restrictions on 
travel and gatherings. 

If you’ve been holding off on your 
nuptials waiting on conditions 

to improve, technology may 
have an answer for your wedding 

blues. 

HOSTING AN 
ONLINE WEDDING

That’s right, the same tech-
nology that brings you work-
ing from home can now bring 
you weddings from home. As a 
guest, your options are pretty 
much endless and you can at-

tend from the comfort of your 
own couch. No fl ights to book, 
no babysitters, just joining in 
the fun. And the happy couple 
aren’t limited by venue restric-
tions, they can invite as many 
people as they want, include 
guests who would prefer not to 
travel under ordinary circum-
stances. 

You’ll need to recruit some-
one (or even a company; sev-
eral have sprouted up) to hold 
the camera, narrate and record 
the ceremony for posterity. You 
may also need some decor, de-
pending on the route you want 
to go, but remember you won’t 
need the whole space. Just a 
backdrop or two. And don’t for-

get the sound. Opt for a micro-
phone or even AirPods to make 
sure your online guests don’t 
miss a word. 

HOSTING ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA

If Zoom or other such plat-
forms aren’t your thing, you 
can always livestream your cer-
emony on Facebook Live, You-
Tube, TikTok or other social 
streams. These platforms give 
you an opportunity to interact 
with guests in real time and 
may even be easier for some 
guests to use and understand 
than Zoom or GoTo Meeting. 

Whatever platform you 
choose, remember to also se-
lect a backup (or two or three). 

You should also run a test of 
the ceremony several times, 
checking things like your hard-
ware and your internet connec-
tions. You might want to up-
grade your service for a month 
to make sure you have plenty of 
bandwidth. 

Also check things like light-
ing, camera angles and audio 
in a variety of conditions. If 
you combine your online wed-
ding with other services like 
ordering outfi ts, fl owers and 
even cakes and champagne on-
line, you could have a nearly 
contactless wedding ceremony. 
Some states even allow for on-
line applications for marriage 
licenses.

Planning a 
Zoom Wedding
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Box Bar www.thebox-bar.com 707 499-3247 datso@thebox-bar.com Catering

Uniquely Yours Catering (707) 834-2732 uniquelyyourscatering.net facebook.com/UniquelyYoursCatering Catering

Carole Crossley Celebration Boulevard 707-845-7243 www.celebration-blvd.com Event Planner

D. Perkins Events www.dperkinsevents.com 707 499-3247 datso@dperkinsevents.com Event Planner

Trinity Events & Weddings trinityeventsandweddings@gmail.com www.trinityeventsandweddings.com 56 Sunnybrae Center, Arcata Event Planner

Country Living Florist (707) 822-8967 www.countrylivingflorist.com 1309 11th St. Suite 105 Arcata Florists

Arcata Florist 707-296-0522 www.arcataflorist.com 52 Sunnybrae Center, Arcata Florists

Eureka Florist (707) 443-4811 eurekafloristanddesign@gmail.com eurekaflorist.net Florists

Scrapper’s Edge 728 4th Street, Eureka 707-445-9686 www.scrappersedge.net Invitations & Printing

Just My Type Letterpress Paperie     235 F Street, Eureka www.justmytypeletterpress.com (707) 502-2446 Invitations & Printing

Redwood Riverwalk Hotel 1859 Alamar Way, Fortuna 707-725-5500 www.theredwoodhotel.com Lodging & Destinations

Jain Tuey, Realtor DRE# 02111052 (707) 499-3428 jaintuey@icloud.com Other Services

Jolene Hayes, Realtor DRE# 10868012 (707) 499-9207 jolenehayes12@gmail.com Other Services

W E D D I N G
Jolene Hayes, Realtor
(707)499-9207 DRE# 01868012
jolenehayes12@gmail.com

Your 
Local 
Real 
Estate 
Expert

Custom Floral Design
Arcata

Large and Small Events
Florist

www.arcata�orist.com
(707) 296-0522

522 F Street 40 + Years
443-2778 of
Eureka Serving you

Register with us for your Dream Honeymoon
www.dalianes.com -Visit our new website

CST 2007118-40

Helping you Create the Memories of Tomorrow

www.trinityeventsandweddings.com
trinityeventsandweddings@gmail.com

Event Rentals & 
Event Planner

Country Living Florist
Romantic traditions for a perfect wedding day. We proudly
provide a wide range of flowers and wedding decor to fit 

almost any style and budget.
1309 11th street suite 105, Arcata CA (707) 822-8967

Countrylivingflorist.com

Where there is love there is life
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707-485-8474
www.mendolakeeventcenter.com

Mendocino Lake Event Center
1500 Lake Mendocino Dr. Ukiah, CA

Amenities include:
• Outdoor lighting over dance �oor and in tree areas

• Full Commercial Catering Kitchen and Dishwasher room

• ABC Licensed Bar

• Bridal Suite separate from Main Hall area

• Offer discounts for certain child events

• Chairs and Tables included in rental cost

• Full Event Consulting with our Event Director

• Indoor  replace

• Indoor and Outdoor seating/setup areas

• Covered BBQ pit area

JAIN TUEY
REALTOR®
DRE #02111052

jaintuey@icloud.com
Cell: 707-499-3428 
O�ce: 707-445-8811 ext. 110
Fax: 707-443-5813
2120 Campton Road, Suite C
Eureka, CA 95503

@jaintuey_realtor

D I R E C T O R Y
Evan Wish Photography  (916) 475-9213 www.evanwishphotography.com evanwish@gmail.com  Photography

Darci Dalton Photography (707) 616-5214 darcidaltonphotography@yahoo.com www.darcidaltonphotography.com Photography

Tellez Photography angela@tellezphotos.com tellezphotos.com 707-273-9360 Photography

Moonstone Images Chantele Leatherwood www.moonstoneimages.com 707-834-1835 Photography

Dalianes Worldwide Travel 707-443-2778 www.dalianes.com                              Helping you create the memories of tomorrow Travel

Fortuna River Lodge 1800 Riverwalk Drive, Fortuna 707-725-7572 www.friendlyfortuna.com Venue

Azalea Hall 1620 Pickett Road, McKinleyville 707-839-9003 www.mckinleyvillecsd.com Venue

Mendocino Lake Event Center       (707) 485-8474 facebook.com/mendocinolakeeventcenter 1500 Lake Mendocino Drive Ukiah Venue

Blue Lake Casino 1.877.252.2946 ext.2702 lcorral@bluelakecasino.com www.bluelakecasino.com Venue

Moonstone Images Chantele Leatherwood www.moonstoneimages.com 707-834-1835 Videography

Paul Marsh (707) To Be Wed (862-3933) wildernesswed@gmail.com www.weddingsinthewild.com Wedding O¢ciants

Scrapper’s EdgeScrapper’s Edge

Save-the-Dates ♥ Invitations ♥ Programs
Thank You Cards ♥ And More!

Scrapper’s Edge
728 4th Street, Eureka

707-445-9686 www.ScrappersEdge.net

Azalea Hall 
in Pierson Park

* Facilities for 200
* Commercial Kitchen
* Lighted Stage
* Sound System
* Reasonable Rates

1620 Pickett Road
McKinleyville, CA

707-839-9003
mckinleyvillecsd.com

The Ideal Wedding Location
• On-Site Staff Assistance • Sound System

• Outdoor Barbecue • Gazebo
• Commercial Kitchen • Personalized Service

• Dance Floor • Tables & Chairs
• Grand Piano • Bar Area

(707) 725-7572
1800 Riverwalk Drive, Fortuna • www.friendlyfortuna.com






