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Cancer won’t be
my last dance.
Washington Ballet, I’m back.
When The Washington Ballet’s Chiara Valle continued
to have agonizing leg pain after a previous hospital’s
misdiagnosis, she knew she needed a second opinion
if she ever wanted to dance again. Chiara turned
to Montefiore to get back to The Washington Ballet.
Everyday Montefiore is helping passionate people
keep doing what they love.

See Chiara’s story at montefiore.org/chiara
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The impressive New Croton
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Croton Gorge Park.

➻

50

Iconic Westchester
Architecture

Westchester is a veritable treasure trove of
astonishing architecture. From Frank Lloyd
Wright and Stanford White to I.M Pei, Edward
Durell Stone, and Alexander Jackson Davis,
follow along as we tour some of Westchester’s
most stunningly emblematic structures.
By Paul Adler and Nick Brandi
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Holiday
Gift Guide

The
Wild Life

For serious gifting inspiration,
turn to our well-curated holiday guide,
featuring items from your favorite
local boutiques and shops, sporting
the season’s hottest colors.
By Michelle Gillan Larkin,
Amy R. Partridge,
and Gina Valentino

Tenderhearted critter-lover
Patrick Moore and South Salem-based
wildlife rehabilitation organization Animal
Nation are doing incredible good each day
as they come to the rescue of countless
kittens, cows, birds, goats, and other
area creatures in desperate need.
By Dave Donelson

ON THE COVER: Sleepy Hollow Lighthouse and Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge. Photo by P. Meybruck/Adobe Stock
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We had no other plan or
option, so we knew we had
to make this work.
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AWAITS
Enjoy senior living with curated style and elegance.

Life at Waterstone of Westchester takes the idea of home to an entirely new
level. In this 62-and-over independent living community, you’ll thrive in a
beautifully appointed apartment, enjoy connecting with friends in stunning
common areas or on the outdoor terrace, or walk to nearby world-class
shops and restaurants. Enjoy an array of amenities and conveniences,
including an indoor pool, fitness center, salon, and engaging programs.

See what arriving home in style means.
Call 914.719.7139 or visit DiscoverWaterstoneWestchester.com
to schedule your personalized appointment in our Welcome Center.

NOW OPEN and welcoming visitors safely:
WELCOME CENTER
15 Maple Avenue | White Plains, NY 10605
FUTURE COMMUNITY
150 Bloomingdale Road | White Plains, NY 10605
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publisher’s memo

I

t would be a gross misrepresentation to say that this year has been
like any other experienced in our
lifetime. Yet we have all tried to persevere and carry on as best as we can.
We are grateful for our devoted readers and advertising partners, who
have allowed us to continue doing,
without interruption, what we strive
to do every day: bringing our wonderful community together, whether
it be in print, digital, or at events.
The Westchester Magazine tagline is
“Something you always look forward to,”
and over the past several months, I have
been told countless times how much
our readers appreciate receiving their
monthly copies. Through all the doom
and gloom, we hope we have been able
to brighten your day with timely and
useful content, along with fun activities
within the county that you may not have
had time to try in the past.
As we celebrate our 20th year of
publishing Westchester Magazine, we
hope we have made our community
of almost one million residents feel
closer-knit and more connected. We are
fortunate to call Westchester our home,
with so many resources, activities, and
treasures to explore and experience
regardless of what stage of life you are
in. We take great pride in being your
unbiased road map in navigating the
nearly 450 square miles of this county.
In this year-end issue, right in the
middle of the holiday season, we present our Holiday Gift Guide (page 64),
a treasure trove of carefully curated lo-

cal buys that most anyone on your list
will love. Also worth checking out is
our Look Book supplement, which includes a calendar of holiday events and
a collection of food and drink gift ideas
from local purveyors.
The holidays always tend to stir
the spirit of giving, so we enlisted
writer Dave Donelson to profile local
nonprofit Animal Nation (page 74), a
sanctuary that rescues and cares for
abused, neglected, or abandoned animals (www.animalnation.org/donate).
I think the story will touch your heart
the way it did ours.
Finally, in the midst of the holiday
shopping excursion, take a moment
to take a ride past one or more of
the 22 locations listed in the Iconic
Westchester Architecture feature (page
50). One of the ways to define our
county is through sense of place, and
from Gilded Age mansions to castles
to a domed octagonal Victorian house,
Westchester boasts structures that just
must be seen — and treasured.
As you plan your holiday list this
year, I hope you will consider visiting
or ordering from our local businesses.
They are what make our community so
special, and they need your help and
support now and into the future.
Our wish is for each of you to have
a happy, healthy, and prosperous New
Year. We hope to have the opportunity
to see you again soon at one of our many
events, which we hold throughout the
year. In the meantime, thank you again
for being an integral part of what we do.

PHOTO BY ENORMOUS CREATIVE

Happy Holidays
from the Westchester
Magazine family
to yours.

Best,

Sam Wender
Publisher
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This is where you want to buy
your diamond

We are so looking forward to Celebrating the Holidays
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Best of Westchester
Nominations Are
Now Open!
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The Easiest
Holiday Cookie Recipe

9 Tips for
Holiday Hosting

Santa’s not the only one making a Nice list!
Vote on your favorites today for everything
from burgers to ultra-luxe spa treatments.

Whether you’re a seasoned chef or have
only dabbled in quarantine baking, these
delicious sugar cookies are the perfect
treat to spice up your table setting.

Hosting a get-together can be stressful
even in the best of times. Our local
expert’s tips will help you put together
a fun and festive feast, minus the fuss.

www.westchestermagazine.com/
bowvoting

www.westchestermagazine.com/
holidaycookies

www.westchestermagazine.com/
holidayhosting

Stay informed
with our blogs:

Partner Content

Eat. Drink. Post.
Read our award-winning blog
on all things culinary.

Home & Property
Get Westchester’s latest home-design
and landscaping trends, as well as
real estate news.

➻

Jewelry
Sparkle and shine with dazzling
jewels to gift and get!
www.westchestermagazine.com/
jewelry

914INComing
Follow the latest in Westchester’s
ever-changing business world.

Join the conversation:
www.instagram.com/westchestermagazine
www.twitter.com/westchestermag
www.facebook.com/westchestermagazine

Go to our home page to subscribe to
our newsletter, Westchester Today
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We’ve got the Yankees’ backs.
And hips. And knees. And yours, too.
The top orthopedic specialists of the New York Yankees are now in Westchester.
Find a Columbia orthopedist at NewYork-Presbyterian Lawrence and
NewYork-Presbyterian Hudson Valley hospitals.
Learn more at nyp.org/ortho-specialists

Proud to be the Team
Doctors of the NY Yankees
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With offices in: Bronxville • Cold Spring • Cortlandt Manor • Scarsdale • Tarrytown
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sound off
Join the Conversation
Tweet @WestchesterMag, comment on a post on
Facebook or Instagram @WestchesterMagazine,
or email us at edit@westchestermagazine.com.

A Menu with
Endless Possibilities

At DeCicco & Sons we have everything
needed to make your holidays stress free.
Whether you are searching for that
quality ingredient or looking to cater a full
holiday meal, we have you covered!
For catering visit: CATERING.DECICCOS.COM

Now Open in

Eastchester!
Follow our Instagram @deciccos and Facebook
page @DeCiccosEastchester for updates.

ARMONK • ARDSLEY • BREWSTER • HARRISON
LARCHMONT • MILLWOOD • PELHAM • SOMERS

DECICCOS.COM
ONLINE SHOPPING & DELIVERY POWERED BY INSTACART

SHOP.DECICCOS.COM

Outta Dodge
One would get the impression from
your October edition [“Best Places to
Live 2020: The Burbs Are It!”] that
everyone fled NYC exclusively for fear of
the virus. Other fears are revealed when
I question the newly arrived: violence,
large swaths of their favorite stores
being looted, burned down, boarded up,
explosion of aggressive vagrants leaving
detritus on their streets, such “leavings”
causing diseases that disappeared in the
Middle Ages, the crippling and arbitrary
lockdowns. The last straw was feeling
they were under house arrest in their
own apartments while muggers and
murderers ran and still run free.
—Norma Kline, Greenburgh

Memo to the Editor
The opening paragraphs of your [Edit
Memo, October] stopped me in my tracks
— and not in a good way. The rest of your
piece is incredibly poignant. I just didn’t
appreciate it nearly enough after reading
the intro.
After reading it a few times, I am less
enraged about the way you’ve positioned
your experience but still offended by your
attempt to relate to the experiences that
people of color go through.
There was no need to tell us about
the group of four Black men. That
simply positions the experience from
your lens. It could be inferred that you
had an issue serving this group and
somehow connected that guy’s rudeness
to the race of others at his table. Would
it have made a difference if he were with
three white friends?
I find it “nice” that you had the option
of being rude back. People (of all colors)
in food service deal with a-holes every day
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sound off
and don’t have the luxury of pushing back
because they rely on that paycheck and tip.
As a white man, just being able to
tell your story in what many would
consider an elite publication targeted at
a fairly homogenously (white), higher
socio-economic demographic, you had an
opportunity to connect with these people
about what racism really feels like. Why
did you make yourself the racial victim of
this experience?
The reality is that racism is subtle.
You are right to wonder whether you
were disrespected based on your skin
color. Many of us ask that question every
day. And yet, because it’s something we
can’t prove (or change), we deal with
it. Very few of us have the platform to
speculate about those experiences.
You may read and dismiss this. But it
needed to be said.
—Zulaika Jumaralli-Wiggan, Yonkers

222 E. Main Street • Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914.276.5409 • www.YourCBDstoreMtKisco.com
Schedule a consultation if you find
yourself contemplating the following:
✦ Do I have the right diagnosis?
✦ I have been feeling sick for months
and my doctor does not seem to
know why. What could be causing
my symptoms?
✦ Am I on the best treatment path?
✦ My doctor has presented me with
several treatment options. Who can
help me weigh the risks and benefits?
What is the evidence behind these
options?

Medical Mysteries Solved
Melissa Iammatteo, M.D. is a Harvardtrained physician board-certified in
Allergy and Immunology and Internal
Medicine with a reputation for solving
challenging medical cases. She is
a personal medical consultant who
performs thorough consultations for
patients who seek second opinions or
who have been suffering from symptoms
due to an unclear cause. She has been
featured in New York Times Magazine’s
Diagnosis column, Martha Stewart
Magazine, and ABC Eyewitness News.

Remote medical consulting services:
✦ Second opinion on medical conditions
✦ Evaluation of symptoms due to
an unclear cause
✦ Review of treatment plans
✦ Personalized health education
✦ Evidence-based literature reviews

Visit

PersonalMedicalConsultant.com
for further details
and to schedule a consultation.

Thanks for sharing the story about
your work in the luncheonette [Edit
Memo, October]. We all need to look
deep within ourselves and try to be
emphathetic. You’re a credit to our race —
the human race!
—Robert Bellinson, Goldens Bridge

The Female Psych
I’m honored that every year since
2003 you have included me as a top
psychiatrist in your yearly Top Doctors
edition [November].  
But to my horror, I was the only
female psychiatrist on your list. This is
despite the fact that almost all female
patients prefer to be treated by a female
psychiatrist and more than 50% of male
patients also prefer to be treated by a
female psychiatrist. There are many, many
outstanding women psychiatrists in
Westchester County. Please make sure
you pay attention to this issue in the
future. You are perpetuating an old boy’s
club and that isn’t good for patient care!
—Rebecca Dulit, MD, Scarsdale
Editor’s Note: The Top Doctors list is
provided by independent healthcare
research company Castle Connolly
Medical Ltd (www.castleconnolly.com).
The honorees are nominated and rated by
other physicians.
The opinions and statements expressed
herein represent those of the submitters alone
and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of
Westchester Magazine’s publishers and editors.
Selected material may be edited for space and
clarity but is not vetted for factual accuracy.
Anonymous submissions will not be considered.
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EARN &
EXPERIENCE
MORE.
TIER MATCH WITH
Do you hold top tier status with another Casino Loyalty Program?
Stop by any M life Rewards desk or visit
MlifeRewards.com/Promotions and we will MATCH YOUR STATUS!

PLEASE PLAY RESPONSIBLY

Struggling with a gambling addiction? Call the HOPEline 1-877-846-7369 or text HOPENY (467369)*
You must be 18 years or older to purchase a lottery ticket. NYLResponsiblePlay.com *Standard rates may apply.
Must be 21 years of age or older to join M life® Rewards.
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The Art
of Healing
A paralyzed Westchester
woman aspires to use her art
to inspire others to live in the
moment and embrace joy.
By Michelle Gillan Larkin

stomach like a knife. I thought, My life is
over. There is no happiness in my future.”
During a two-month hospital stay,
Hofmann engaged in a therapeutic art program. “I was introduced to painting right there
in my hospital bed,” she explains. “I felt joy and
hope, and that joy is possible in my life.”
Upon her release from the hospital,
“the first thing I did was buy canvas,” says
Hofmann, hoping to continue the profound
sense of peace that painting brought her. “It
helped me express what I couldn’t put into
words, and it kept me present.”
Hofmann says she went through years of
adjustment and self-reflection work, but “as
soon as I opened myself up to joy in my life,”
she says, “blessings came.” Blessings in the

EDITORS’
OBSESSIONS

We Can’t
Shut Up
About…

Cozy fall days call for coffee
and baked goods from Baked
by Susan. You can’t go wrong
with their Zucchini Smart
Bread. Dairy-free and made
with 30% less sugar, it goes
big on taste without all the
guilt. The only challenge?
Trying not to eat the whole loaf
in one sitting.
–Amy R. Partridge,
Managing Editor

form of a daughter, then a son, and more recently, the courage to share her artwork with
others by listing it for sale on Instagram and
her website (www.artbyaimeestudio.com).
Every piece she creates is abstract, with
broad, flowing strokes tinged mainly in varying shades of blue. “The water and the ocean
are my biggest inspirations,” says Hofmann,
an avid swimmer before and after becoming
a paraplegic. “In the water, I feel free, mentally and physically.”
She hopes to inspire that feeling in others, with paintings bearing names like Verve
and Living Life, supported by the motto:
“We can’t change the past or worry about
the future. We can only embrace and have
gratitude for the moment right now.”

Westchester Greenhouses
& Farm in Hartsdale is one
of my favorite places to
buy fresh produce, baked
goods, and supplements
for the garden. A few weeks
ago, I picked up colorful
mums and a pumpkin for
some autumnal decor. The
pumpkin was beautiful…the
squirrels loved eating it, too!
–Molly Leibel, Art Assistant

PHOTOS BY AMY R.PARTRIDGE (LEFT),
MOLLY LEIBEL (RIGHT)

A

s a teenager growing up in Queens,
Aimee Hofmann would lock
herself in her room for hours,
sketching portraits of people she knew, never
knowing that someday, art would give her the
taste of freedom she would no longer enjoy
physically. “I woke up one day with a tingling
in my legs and the feeling that I was losing
sensation,” recalls Hofmann, a 44-year-old
resident of Tuckahoe. “I was diagnosed with
transverse myelitis, a rare inflammation of
the spinal cord, and I was told I would never
walk again.”
That was in 2006, when Hofmann was
29, working in marketing in Manhattan and
dreaming of having children with her husband of six years. “The news hit me in the

PHOTOS COURTESY OF AIMEE HOFMANN

Aimee Hofmann
ensconced amid
her artwork in her
Tuckahoe home.
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A New
Chapter

I

n May, Milagros Peña, PhD,
was appointed to be not only the first
Hispanic woman to serve as president of
Purchase College but also the first Hispanic
woman ever to lead a SUNY institution.
Especially impressive considering she was also
the first in her family to receive even a high
school diploma. With a distinguished 20-year
career as a sociologist, researcher, and professor before serving as dean of the College of
Humanities, Arts, and Social Sciences at UC
Riverside, Peña’s recent ascension is both the
culmination of her own hard work and an affirmation of the values of the institution she
now leads.
Please tell us a little about your childhood.
My father did not graduate from elementary
school, and my mother was a high school
dropout. They both worked — my father in
a factory, making televisions, and my mother
eventually got a license to be a hairdresser.
But both of them clearly used New York City
as a place where their children could go as far
as they wanted to go, and they placed me in
the kind of school setting that would allow me
to thrive.
Tell us about your time at Iona College.
At Iona, I started to meet people from other
areas of New York that are not inner-city
environments, and I think that became a
kind of eye-opener for me with regard to
just how diverse New York State actually is.
That was my first opportunity to see that.
So, I hope Purchase exemplifies the way
a liberal-arts education can help students
think differently about themselves and their
areas of specialty.
How did your education and academic career
inform your work at Purchase?
All my research projects, and the research

PHOTO BY JAMES GALLAGHER

As the first Hispanic woman
to lead Purchase College
in its 53-year history, Dr.
Milagros Peña’s appointment
marks a new step in the
institution’s commitment to
equality and diversity.
Interview by Paul Adler

questions that led me to them, are all quesempowering the next generation, who are
tions about justice, social movements, and
going to be leaders in our society in whatever
the way we talk about the challenges that
positions they take. To have the privilege
we face with disenfranchised communities.
of being in a position to do that is truly
There is not a day that goes by that I don’t
humbling and is why I became an educator.
think about food insecurities and homelessness for students. These are all tied to larger
How do you intend to steer the college
societal problems and access to education.
into the future?
Even accessing the internet is different for
The vision I have is one in which I see myself
different people. If you don’t have high-speed
working with colleagues at Purchase to really
internet, or if you don’t have a computer that
leverage our strengths, so we can aspire to be
actually allows you to access that speed, that
bold educators, learners, and researchers,
impacts the quality of the
and to really have Purchase
online experience, in addibecome embedded and rection to the face-to-face that
ognized for its engagement
“The vision I have
students experience. So, as
in the community and supis one in which I
an administrator, I think
porting the development of
about what we can do as an
future leaders.
see myself working
institution to make resourcwith colleagues
es available, particularly for
How do you plan to deal
at Purchase to
the students who are going
with the ongoing threat of
to struggle the most in acthe coronavirus?
really leverage our
cessing the truly exceptional
Our first responsibility is
strengths, so we can
educational experience that
obviously to the safety of
Purchase has to offer.
everybody: the students,
aspire to be bold
the staff, and the faculty.
educators, learners,
What does your recent
The leadership at Purchase
appointment mean to you
have just been phenomenal
and researchers.”
personally?
in what they’ve been able to
That this occurred is still
do, turning on a dime, movsurreal to me. To have someone go through
ing from face-to-face teaching to online and
the SUNY system and emerge full circle to
having the resources to do it well. So, part
be offered this opportunity I think really
of the ongoing conversation will be: How
exemplifies what the SUNY system is
are we going to leverage what we’ve learned
supposed to be about. I think it affirms
from [the pandemic] to also work on an enwhat public education has to offer and
gaging learning experience in a myriad of
what the SUNY system itself has to offer.
ways? As a campus, we are working on finAnd then, on top of that, there is what
ishing a strategic plan, and hopefully we will
I represent to the students as a Latinx
have it done by the spring. That’s my goal,
person — and particularly my background
and I think that this moment will be a key
as a first-generation college-goer and a Pell
part of the conversation about what we are
Grant recipient — I see my roll as really
going to look like in the future.
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first things first
GOOD DEEDS

A Sweet Way
to Give Back
During this trying time, one
Pleasantville teen is helping
to support the Mount Kisco
Interfaith Food Pantry with
homemade ice cream.

PHOTO COURTESY OF ELI LOWE

I

t may seem like virtually all
news nowadays is bad, but one
Pleasantville teen is doing his part
to change that. Eli Lowe, a sophomore
at King School in Stamford, has already
raised more than $1,200 for the Mount
Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry, using
nothing but his newfound passion for ice
cream.
According to Lowe, it was during
an unlikely outing that he was first
moved to make a difference. “In sixth
grade, through my Hebrew School at
Bet Torah, we went on a field trip to the
Mount Kisco Interfaith Food Pantry to
pack bags of food for Thanksgiving,”
he recalls. “I was surprised that there
were so many people in need who lived
so close to me. I was also struck by the
number of generous people who donated
the food and volunteered their time at
the pantry to help others. After that
visit, I knew that I wanted to organize
something that could be impactful in
helping people.”
But what could he do to help? To
answer that question, Lowe turned to his
longtime interest in cooking. “In the past,
I had focused on baking different types
of homemade breads and pastas. Last
January, I started making ice cream
and began creating a variety of flavors
based mostly on my family’s requests,”
explains Lowe. “When the pandemic hit,
I was aware that the food insecurity was
growing and decided to use my interest
in making ice cream to donate the money
to the Food Pantry to help those in most
need.”
Lowe, who makes the product in his
kitchen and says his favorite flavors are
maple walnut and coffee chip (though
the most popular are cookie jar, mint
chocolate chip, vanilla, and chocolate),
developed a business plan with his
father and dubbed his company EJ’s
Homemade Ice Cream. Churning out up
to 40 pints a week, Lowe is well aware
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Consignment at its finest!
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Featuring Luxury Designers & Contemporary Labels • New items added daily!
Handbags • Clothing • Shoes • Fine & Costume Jewelry

Eli Lowe cooks up a batch of ice cream
in his Pleasantville home.

how important his work is, especially
now. “During the pandemic, I learned
about how food pantries were having
trouble keeping up with the need,” he
says. “I had time during quarantine to
really think about how I wanted to give
back and support the community while
using my culinary passion.”
While Lowe plans to expand his ice
cream company in the future, his focus
now is strictly on giving back. “From a
young age, I have been involved with my
community and trying to give to those
in need,” says Lowe. “In sixth grade, I
spearheaded a water-bottle collection
effort that turned used water bottles into
money, which we then donated to help
[prevent] deforestation in Haiti. I’ve
also been involved in other community
service projects, including a trip to New
Orleans to help children in a shelter.
These projects helped shape and drive the
starting of EJ’s.” —PA

Mention this ad and get

Up To

20% OFF

50% OFF
Sale Items

your purchase, some exclusions

Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 12-5pm

LuxeLuxuryLabels

“Organizing my
master bath with
Streamline was a
pleasure; they are
professional and
reliable. I have
already scheduled
my next
appointment”.
—Lisa L.
Scarsdale, NY

White glove service available

41 Maple Avenue
Armonk, NY | 914-861-2649

LuxeLuxuryLabels

Professional Organizing for Home & Ofﬁce
Moving & Unpacking – Consulting – Staging
White Plains, NY • 917-886-8257 • StreamlineOrg.com
Serving Westchester & Fairﬁeld Counties
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Look Good and Feel Good
We are your #1 destination in Westchester
for improving your overall
physical and mental well-being!

first things first
EXPRESS LANE

1

As city dwellers continue to seek out
greener pastures due to COVID-19,

more than 80% of the nation’s priciest zip
codes are now in the burbs, according to
PropertyClub, a NYC online real estate
marketplace. Nineteen of the 125 most
expensive zips are in New York, where Rye is
83rd on the list, with a median home sale price
of $1.79 million, and Purchase is ranked at 125,
with a median sale price of $1.5 million.

2

Four local schools are among 18 in the
state and nearly 400 countrywide that

have been named 2020 National Blue-Ribbon
Schools by the U.S. Department of Education.
Byram Hills and Dobbs Ferry high schools, Dows
Lane Elementary in Irvington, and Scarsdale’s
Heathcote Elementary met criteria based on
test scores and graduation rates.

3

Taking its final bow is Elmsford’s
Westchester Broadway Theatre.

Due to COVID, the beloved dinner theater
(NY’s longest-running Actor’s Equity Theatre)
PHOTO COURTESY OF WILDER BALTER PARTNERS, INC.

is dropping the curtain after 45 years, 217
musicals, and numerous concerts and
benefits. Over the years, WBT employed
5,000 theater professionals, many of whom
made it to Broadway, and served more than
six million patrons.

From cryotherapy to red/blue light therapy, tanning, and teeth whitening,
we cover a wide range of health and wellness services to Westchester,
New York residents seeking to improve their overall physical and mental
well-being. Our top of the line equipment is maintained to the highest standards
of function and cleanliness, making sure every guest is safe and comfortable.
Learn more about our services below and stop by
and see our new, sanitized facilities. Start looking good and feeling good today!
ELEVATE MAMARONECK
951 East Boston Post Road
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
914.381.9700

ELEVATE NEW ROCHELLE
12-14 Division Street
New Rochelle, NY 10801
914.813.1000

www.elevate-westchester.com

4

Construction is newly underway to
build 82 environmentally friendly,

energy-efficient, family-sized affordable
housing units in downtown Peekskill as part
of the city’s ongoing revitalization efforts.

5

Shoppers in Yonkers can soon “expect
more and pay less” at Cross County

Center, where Target has signed a 40-year
lease on the 130,000 sq. ft., four-level building
formerly occupied by Sears. Doors are expected
to open sometime next year.

6

It’s the end of an era in Tuckahoe,
as family-run Epstein’s Dry Goods

clothing and shoe store closes its doors after

Furniture  Accessories
Art  Lamps
114 Pearl Street, Port Chester, NY
914.933.0022 • www.briggshouse.com
Tuesday - Friday 10am - 4pm
Call for an appointment

87 years in business.

7

Pleasantville-based Zwilling is offering
virtual cooking classes giving home

chefs the chance to (cyberspatially) whisk
away to Paris, whip up a Mexican-style fiesta,
or mangia like there’s no tomorrow, from the
comfort of their own kitchens. Sign up via
www.zwillingcookingstudio.com — MGL
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ON THE MARKET

Full-Court Press
$8,795,000

35 Morris Ln, Scarsdale | 7BR, 8.5 BA | 10,153 sq. ft. | 1.73 acres | $144,978 estimated taxes
Indoor and outdoor basketball courts are the tip of the amenities iceberg in this expansive Colonial
designed by notable architect Louise Brooks. The home also boasts formal living and dining rooms,
a gourmet kitchen with butler’s pantry, library, home office, and gym. Situated on a private, flat lot,
the grounds include a large, stone patio, in-ground pool, and pool house.
Listed by Heather Harrison, Compass
*All homes were on the market at press time.
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home property
FOR SALE IN: NEW ROCHELLE

Four homes for sale in the Queen City of the Sound
illustrate the town’s diverse real estate offerings:
something for every taste, at every budget.
By Amy R. Partridge

➼

$4,900,000
20 Premium Pt
6BR, 5.1 BA; 7,616 sq. ft.; .59 acres; $117,703 estimated taxes
Listed by Mimi Magarelli and Lisa Collins,
William Pitt Julia B Fee Sotheby’s International Realty

Set on private Oak Island, with an arched, stone bridge connecting to
a circular driveway, this house is built to impress. The Mediterraneanstyle residence is packed with original architectural details and offers
panoramic water views from floor-to-ceiling windows, high-tech design, French doors, and multiple balconies and terraces. The grounds
include a pool/hot tub, plus pool house and detached two-car garage.

$1,625,000
22 Malysana Ln
5 BR, 4.1 BA; 5,483 sq. ft.; .41 acres; $39,444 estimated taxes

➼

Listed by Michelle Monie, Houlihan Lawrence

➼

$899,000

This Rockwellesque shingled Colonial on a cul-de-sac boasts Long Island Sound
views and a private beach shared by just 13 houses. Located in a waterfront, gated
community, the home features detailed millwork, three fireplaces, 10-foot ceilings
on the first floor, chef ’s kitchen with butler’s pantry, grand spiral staircase, a master
suite with spa bathroom, and an upstairs bonus room.

75 Elizabeth Rd
4 BR, 3.1 BA; 3,982 sq. ft.; .23 acres; $24,391 estimated taxes
Listed by Glorianne Mattesi, Douglas Elliman

➼

Both cozy and elegant, this classic Tudor in Wykagyl Crossings
maintains historic architectural details while offering a modern,
flowing layout. Interior spaces include formal living and dining
rooms, large family room, spacious master bedroom, and a walkout
lower-level offering extra living space. Oak floors, a screened-in porch
off the dining room, and a walk-up storage attic add to the appeal.

$649,000
30 Perth Ave
3 BR, 1.1 BA; 1,568 sq. ft.; .17 acres; $16,600 estimated taxes
Listed by Valerie Vanadia and Deborah E. Baumohl, Houlihan Lawrence

For a small home, this 1922 Colonial packs in a lot of charm and
bang-for-the-buck details: wood-burning fireplace, French doors, a
four-season room with exposed-stone chimney, kitchen with
butler’s pantry, sunroom, plus a garden and an expansive redwood
deck outside. A full, walk-up attic, plus unfinished basement and a
two-car garage with tool room, add plenty of storage.

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: PHOTOS BY IAN HUET-GUNDILL/DIGITAL HOMES PHOTOGRAPY (EXTERIOR), KARA STEWART/GOTHAM PHOTO (INTERIOR); BY FRAMEWORK, LLC; COURTESY OF HOULIHAN LAWRENCE; COURTESY OF DOUGLAS ELLIMAN

New Ro’s Wide Appeal
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PHOTO COURTESY OF EPOCH SENIOR LIVING

HOT PROPERTY

Senior
Living,
Upgraded
A new development in Downtown
White Plains continues the red-hot
luxe-senior-living trend.

T

he traditional idea of senior living is
rapidly becoming a thing of the past.
New developments aimed at affluent
and still-vibrant retirees mimic the luxuryurban-living trend that has proven hot among
all age groups in recent years. Waterstone
of Westchester, the newest entrant to
Westchester’s high-end senior-living marketplace, continues in this vein. The senior-living
community (for those aged 62+) offers 132
residences with first-class amenities and support services aimed at providing seniors with
independence, connection, and socialization.
Residents will have access to a movie theater,
fitness center, indoor pool, lobby bar, art studio,
and salon, plus chauffeured car service, garage
parking, and an on-site concierge.

Waterstone of Westchester has also developed an on-site partnership with home healthcare agency VNS Westchester to provide
health services for residents. Several on-site
dining venues will offer gourmet cuisine prepared by professional chefs who use locally
sourced and seasonal ingredients.   
Its location on Bloomingdale Road in
Downtown White Plains means Waterstone of
Westchester residents can capitalize on the
city’s walkability, with convenient access to
restaurants, shops, and cultural activities. The
development is two blocks away from The

Westchester and is roughly one mile from
I-287 and two miles from the White Plains
Metro-North Station.
As with all high-end senior-living developments, these perks do not come cheap: Rates for
the all-inclusive one-bedroom, two-bedroom,
and two-bedroom-plus-den apartments start at
$6,900 per month. Developed by EPOCH
Senior Living and National Development — a
company that operates 15 senior-living communities in the Northeast — Waterstone of
Westchester is the company’s first senior-living
community in New York State. —ARP

BARGAIN HUNT

A Good Deal in Greenwich

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CENTRIC PROPERTY GROUP; HOME STAGED BY LISA HYNES OF STAGE TO SHOW

$705,000
below the
median
home price

This is the Westchester region, where a
home doesn’t have to be “cheap”
to be a bargain.
Greenwich Median Home Price:
$2,450,000 (September 2020)
The Bargain: $1,745,000
56 Orchard Pl, Unit E, Greenwich
4 BR, 3.1 BA; 3,142 sq. ft.; .18 acres; $11,837
estimated taxes
What You Get:
Basically, everything. The 2009 custom-built townhome in this next-to-the-914 town is in walking
distance to Bruce Park, Greenwich Avenue, the Harbor,
and Metro-North, boasting high-quality interior
details, like chunky moldings, chair rail, and coffered
ceilings, plus a gleaming, all-white kitchen with stone
island and high-end appliances. The large master suite
offers a marble bath, walk-in-closet, and a balcony;
there is also a ground-level private patio.
What You’ll Need to Do:
Be OK with neighbors, as this is a townhome community, not a single-family home. As such, there is also not
much outdoor space. —ARP
Listed by Centric Property Group
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home property
TRENDING

Winter Warmth
While neutral hues are majorly on-trend this season,
the energizing effect of warm tones is definitely on the
rise. Add a pop of color with these mandarin-red home
accessories. Styled by Erin O’Keefe

Bucket Stool

$250
Sarza, Rye
www.sarzastore.com

Bibol Salad Bowl

$60
Village Mercantile, Larchmont
www.village-mercantile.com

Pagoda Mirror

$625
Salisbury & Manus, Bronxville
www.salisburyandmanus.com

Hoffman Task Chair
$213
Birch Lane
www.birchlane.com

Soir Paisible Dans
Le Murmure Du Vent
by Jean Duquoc (59x59x1)
Price upon request
Canfin Gallery, Tarrytown
www.canfingallery.com

$100
West Elm, Scarsdale
www.westelm.com

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THEIR RESPECTIVE COMPANIES

St. Jude Handmade Throw
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EXPERT PANEL

Festive
Centerpieces
Local experts provide tips for
creating an authentic holiday motif.
By Gina Valentino

“

Mix red and gold to create a big
impact. Place a tightly bound arrangement of amaryllis and garden roses in a
glass vessel for a stunning splash of red
in the middle of the table. Add an extra
layer of elegance by placing shiny, gold
ornaments around the vase. Scatter
additional gold ornaments, in varying
sizes, down the center of the table to
continue the look. Using a tiered cake
stand, layer in pinecones — which you
hopefully find outside — and cedar
branches to give a great-smelling,
outdoorsy centerpiece. [For a DIY
centerpiece], take several unused wine
bottles, spray them generously with
mirrored spray paint, and add some
candles. Instant ambience!”

Do you stand out in
the digital world?
Westchester Magazine, your trusted, local
partner, can help create a digital marketing plan
that gets your business the attention it deserves.
One partner offering ALL your marketing solutions!
Contact us at 914.345.0601 x. 138 or sales@westchestermagazine.com.

—Sara Touijer
Principal, Touijer Designs, LLC

“

During the holidays, I like to work
with natural elements of the season
that evoke feelings of warmth, of soft
flames from a cozy fire and a candlelit
room. I bring together blooms in warm
tones with pine trimmings and unique
Christmas greens. Vibrant and
deep-colored berries and pomegranates
add a special touch of feast and
celebration, for a truly rich
holiday setting.”

—Minoo Hersini
Owner & Creative Director,
Au Ciel Flowers & More

“

[The centerpiece design] is going to
depend upon the room —but I like
organic, I like a little shimmer, a little
sparkle and a mix of things that are
natural and contrasting in color.
Proportion is key as well. I would use
oversized carved-wood fruits [some
about the size of a football]; they have
a metal stem and leaves, and I would
mix that in with moss balls. Holiday
ornaments are a great filler among
green and wood. Also, add visual
texture and layering; you want to
create depth. What makes [a centerpiece] interesting is that it’s not just
one thing.”

—Marie Graham
Owner, The Refreshed Home

Westy Mover Concierge
For over twenty-ꢀve years, Westy Mover Concierge has
recommended select movers to thousands of customers
in order to make their moving experience pleasant and
at reasonable cost. Westy does not charge movers for the
service, but insists that they satisfy our customers.
WHITE PLAINS

PORT CHESTER

TUCKAHOE

179 Westmoreland Avenue

351 North Main Street

65 Marbledale Road

(914) 997-7771

(914) 937-2222

ELMSFORD

PORT CHESTER II

Across from Rochambeau School

395 Saw Mill River Road

Across from Police HQ

Between Bronxville and Scarsdale

(914) 793-0000

299 Boston Post Road

One mile north of I-287, Exit 2

In Whole Foods Shopping Center

(914) 347-8888

(914) 935-3333

westy.com
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Ronald O. Perelman and Claudia Cohen

Center for Reproductive Medicine
of Weill Cornell Medicine

For more information
call (646) 962-7860,
or visit us at IVF.org.
SIX CONVENIENT LOCATIONS:
Main Office
Upper East Side
Tribeca
Brooklyn
Long Island
Westchester

AD Center for Reproductive FP.indd 34

1305 York Avenue at 70th Street, 6th Floor
215 East 68th Street
255 Greenwich Street
186 Joralemon Street
1300 Franklin Avenue, Garden City
657 Main Street, Mount Kisco

Zev Rosenwaks, M.D.
Director

Owen Davis, M.D.
Pak Chung, M.D.
Rony T. Elias, M.D.
Dan Goldschlag, M.D.
Hey-Joo Kang, M.D.
Isaac Kligman, M.D.
Alexis Melnick, M.D.
Gianpiero Palermo, M.D., PhD
Nigel Pereira, M.D.
Samantha M. Pfeifer, M.D.
David E. Reichman, M.D.
Glenn Schattman, M.D.
Steven Spandorfer, M.D.
Joshua Stewart, M.D.
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BEAUTY

Hair Havens

Two new, full-service hair salons open in Lower Westchester. By Gina Valentino

W

hile sitting in a massage chair, a craft
libation in hand, a hotel towel is draped over
your shoulders as a skilled stylist doublecleanses your hair with a luxury shampoo from France.
Then, you’re whisked away to a private styling station

PHOTO BY MODERN ANGLES (ACOCELLA PHOTOGRAPHY)

GoodLife_Dec20.indd 35

— six feet apart from the others — for a cut, color,
and blow-dry. Sound divine? This is the experience at
Scarsdale’s new Hair Saloon & Café (862 Scarsdale Ave;
www.hairsaloonandcafe.com), where the slogan is:
“Come for the haircut; stay for the cocktails.”

➼

www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 35

11/6/20 11:22 AM

BEAUTY (CONT.)

Hair Havens
➼
The inventive concept,
created by White Plains
resident Danielle Settembre,
is part hair salon, part bar/
café — and entirely a place
to get glam while socializing.
The Paris-trained Settembre, a
former lead stylist at (the now
defunct) Elizabeth Arden Red
Door Salon, didn’t skimp on
any luxury — or safety measure
— when designing the space
during the pandemic. The salon
is separated from the quaint
café by a glass wall; stations
are six feet apart; and sinks for
washes have plastic dividers.
Settembre
worked
in
restaurants while growing up,
so she was inspired to create
a full-service salon with a
culinary twist. Her café, which
sports an industrial vibe,
offers a full-service liquor bar
(seating for 12) and serves craft
cocktails, coffee, espresso, and

snacks, which can be enjoyed
either in the salon or on the
outdoor patio, during the
warmer months.
Farther
down-county,
celebrity stylist Giselle Macri
opened a full-service salon in
August: Giselle Elissa Hair
Studio (644 Yonkers Ave,
Yonkers; www.giselleelissahair.
com). NYC-trained Macri has
more than a decade of experience styling models, actors,
news anchors, and political
figures. She and her skilled team
share their expertise with clients
to help enhance their natural
beauty. Services include cut,
color, and makeup; luxurious
shiatsu shampoo and back
massages are complimentary.
The Yonkers native’s eponymous
salon is chic, bright, and
airy, and boasts an adjacent
parking lot (hard to find on the
busy avenue).

Top: Hair Saloon & Cafe in Scarsdale;
Bottom: Giselle Elissa Salon in Yonkers

ELISSA HAIR STUDIO

HAIR SALOON PHOTO BY MODERN ANGLES (ACOCELLA PHOTOGRAPHY); GISELLE ELISSA SALON PHOTO COURTESY OF GISELLE

the good life

WELLNESS

Get Loose

A

s our lives have become
increasingly sedentary
(after all, how many
steps does it really take to go from
your kitchen to your home office?),
our bodies pay the price, suffering
the aches and pains that result
from chronic limitations of motion
and activity. SLT founder Amanda
Freeman and Vanessa Chu opened
Stretch*d in Rye Brook (13 Rye
Ridge Plaza; www.stretchdspace.
com), the brand’s first Westchester
location, to help ameliorate
stiffness and tight joints through
one-on-one
assisted-stretching
sessions.
Stretch*d,
which
officially opened in late February,
before COVID compelled business
closures, offers 25-, 55-, and
70-minute one-on-one dynamic,

assisted-stretch sessions in its
1,600 sq. ft. facility, which boasts
six semiprivate stretch rooms and
a recovery lounge. Experts offer
customized experiences, using
dynamic stretching methods to
increase flexibility and expand
range of motion. Virtual stretch
sessions (Homestretch*d) are
available, as well. In addition,
Stretch*d offers CBD and Hypervolt
massages (Get Relax*d and Get
Buzz*d), NormaTec compression
boots (Get Puls*d), LightStim LED
Facials (Anti*Aging), and, more
recently, debuted the Body Roll*r,
a hands-free lymphatic massage
that can relieve muscle tension
and stimulate lymphatic drainage,
helping to reduce cellulite and
eliminate toxins. —GV

PHOTO BY PHOEBE CHONG PHOTOGRAPHY

The founder of cult-favorite SLT opens the first Westchester
location of assisted-stretching-and-recovery
facility Stretch*d.
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SHOP

Cute & Comfy

Head to Somers for this new, high-end boutique that offers luxe tie-dyed merch.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BROWN DYED GIRL

Left: Jordan Baker in front of her boutique,
Brown Dyed Girl. Right: Inventory includes tiedyed accessories and apparel.

T

his year’s work-from-home mandates and limited social
calendars had few thinking about the latest high-end fashion
craze. Instead, activewear became all the rage. While tie-dye
was a top trend for 2019 (as an elevated take on the classic DIYstyle born in the ’60s and ’70s), the style became a 2020 quarantine
wardrobe staple in the form of comfy loungewear.
As a result, Somers resident Jordan Baker experienced massive
success with her then e-commerce brand, Brown Dyed Girl, a
collection of tie-dyed apparel and accessories. Baker started the
company (whose name is a nod to the Van Morrison song) while
working in the fashion industry in NYC last year. She wanted a tiedyed sweatshirt, realized how expensive it was and decided to create

one herself. That turned out well, so she decided to start making
merch to sell. Says Baker: “It was then just a side hustle, but as I was
getting more successful, I quit my job and started doing it full-time.”
When the quarantine hit, she received more than 1,500 orders for
her sets and pieces — some colorful, others muted and monochromatic.
With her online presence flourishing, the 24-year-old decided to
open her first brick-and-mortar shop, in Somers (280 Tomahawk St,
Baldwin Place; www.browndyedgirl.com) in October. The boutique
houses her collections of USA-made mommy-and-me outfits, face
masks, and matching athleisure sets, giving locals the opportunity
to purchase in person the clothing that has adorned models and
celebrities alike. —GV
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TRAVEL

Quarantine in Paradise

HOTEL; BARON'S COVE PHOTOS COURTESY OF CAPE RESORTS

THE BRAZILIAN COURT PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE BRAZILIAN COURT

the good life

Top: The Brazilian Court in Palm Beach, FL
Bottom: Baron’s Cove in the Hamptons

Those working remotely and families with homeschooled children can safely
escape the norm at these East Coast properties offering extended stays.

A

s many have spent the last several
months transforming their homes
into so much more than living quarters — including home offices and play spaces
— many are welcoming a change of scenery.
But as travel plans have been squashed due
to the coronavirus, luxury hotels are offering
“keys” to their properties for extended stays.
So, instead of sheltering in place in your living room this winter, do so at a beautiful waterfront resort.
Soak up the sun in a socially distanced
environment at The Brazilian Court (www.
thebraziliancourt.com) in Palm Beach. The

intimate boutique hotel is offering long-term
stays for one month — or up to five — from
December to April 2021 (from $24,000 for the
full duration). Access to every suite without
entering the central lobby or elevators is possible. Contactless housekeeping and a medical
concierge (for on-site COVID testing and vitamin drips) are available, as well as access to
a private beachfront cabana with bathrooms,
changing areas, lounge, and complimentary
stocked minibar. For remote workers, the
meeting facility has been transformed into a
coworking space that has high-speed WiFi,
partition pods, and a “Business Butler” to as-

sist with printing, scanning, and notarizing.
For a family-friendly getaway, The Brazilian
Court offers twice-weekly off-site activities for
fun and educational experiences for children.
For a closer-to-home escape, Baron’s
Cove (www.caperesorts.com/barons-cove) in
Sag Harbor is offering monthly stays in addition to its seasonal stay. Village rooms with a
private garden area, dog-friendly rooms, and
spacious suites are available to book, starting
at $99 per night.
The waterfront resort is within walking
distance of the boutiques and restaurants in
the Hamptons village. —GV
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Dentistry

ADVANCED DENTISTRY
OF WESTCHESTER
163 Halstead Avenue • Harrison, NY
(914) 835-0542 • www.adofw.com

T

he practice is called Advanced Dentistry of Westchester
because it offers patients of all ages the latest in
dental care well before others in the profession. Using
minimally invasive techniques such as laser “no shot-no drill”
filings, a proven successful prevention program, CAD-CAM
same day metal free crowns, and computer guided implants,
Dr. Kenneth Magid and Dr. Sabrina Magid-Katz provide an
amazing and unique experience for the dental patient.
Named one of America’s top dentists by Westchester
Magazine survey and the Consumers’ Research Council of
America, Dr. Magid is an associate professor of esthetics
at NYU College of Dentistry and teaches other dentists from
around the world the techniques and artistry of creating
beautiful smiles. Dr. Magid has created the beautiful smiles for
numerous TV and magazine makeovers, celebrities, and your
Westchester/Fairfield neighbors. Dr. Magid has also been
selected as a Fellow of the International College of Dentists,
which is the highest honor in dentistry afforded to only 4% of
the dentists in the U.S.
Dr. Sabrina Magid-Katz has been named one of “22
people everyone in the county will be talking about” by
Westchester Magazine and one of “Westchester’s Rising 40
• An ON-SITE TEAM of specialists and dental technicians workingStars
together
to exceed
your in treating deaf and hardUnder 40”
for her leadership
of-hearing and as a lecturer and member of the Academy of
Cosmetic and Implant requirements with over 25 years experience.
Dental Sleep Medicine with extensive experience identifying
and treating snoring and obstructive sleep apnea with an oral
• We sterilize our rooms with hypochlorous acid between patientappliance,
appointments,
the
improving
hersafest
patient’s lives and avoiding serious
and most effective way to protect patients and staff.
medical problems.
By communicating with their patients and working together
with their team of dedicated specialists, hygienists, assistants,
• Our MINIMALLY INVASIVE Implant Protocol allows for rapid healing
with little to no discomfort
and coordinators, Drs. Magid and Magid-Katz create a plan
or swelling with the HIGHEST success rates.
to achieve the highest level of health and beauty within their
patients’ scheduling and financial comfort.
topDENTISTS
• DIGITAL SMILE DESIGN. See how you can be proud of your smileVoted
again!
With or2009-2015
without Invisalign.®

Meagherandmeagherpc.com

Innovative Implant Treatment
& Cosmetic Dentistry STARTS HERE.

• Advanced COMPUTERIZED technology allowing for extreme
accuracy in implant placement and technical excellence in design
and production of crowns, bridges & veneers.
• Advanced Training and Treatment of Sleep Apnea, Snoring and
other airway disorders.

J

• Patients will receive cosmetic restorations that look like natural
teeth.
• Voted TOP DENTIST 2009-2020

You are welcome to learn how our Implant Procedures
are truly easier for the patient than traditional
procedures. Please call for a NO FEE consultation.

JEROME
LOEWENSTEIN,
DMD
Jerome
Loewenstein, DMD
Prosthodontist, Specializing in Cosmetic
and and Implant Restorations
James Sullivan, DDS
JAMES
SULLIVAN, DDS
Family Dentistry, Invisalign®
100 So. Highland Ave • Ossining, NY | 914.941.0825
101 So. Bedford Rd • Mt. Kisco, NY | 914.241.6264
www.precisionartsdental.com

erome Loewenstein, DMD
cosmetic, reconstructive,
edge office technology,
that reflect their commitment
“We design and manage
laboratory. Our technicians em
optimum cosmetic results. Dr.
with little to no discomfort or s
The doctors agree that thei
vigor because of a beautiful
completed a post doctoral pro
Osseointegration. Dr. Sulliva
the American Academy of
2009-2015
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BENJAMIN PRELVUKAJ

A Cut
Above
The Ardsley resident behind
the sizzling-hot Benjamin
Steakhouse restaurants talks
about his tough start and the
secret sauce of success.
BY MICHELLE GILLAN LARKIN

W

hen 18-year-old Benjamin
Prelvukaj landed at JFK
from Montenegro in the
summer of 2000, he knew
he was there to follow the American dream
— he just had no idea of what that dream was
going to be. “I didn’t know what I wanted
to do. I figured I’d come here and see how
this world works, knowing I’d find my way
somehow.”
He also spoke “zero” English. “I got off the
plane at the airport and said, ‘Hi, how are
you; my name is,’ and that was it.” He never
imagined he’d someday parlay steak and

seafood into one of the hottest meal tickets
in New York City, Westchester, and Japan.
Of Albanian descent, Prelvukaj had
been living with his grandmother in the
Montenegrin countryside and was the last of
his immediate family members to emigrate
to America. His mother and sisters were already settled in New York, having escaped
the fallout from the war that was raging in
Kosovo. His uncle was in the process of vacating an apartment in the Bronx, so the
teenage Prelvukaj took over the lease and
moved in by himself.
He completed his last year of high school
at Christopher Columbus High School in the
Bronx (where he also took English language
classes) while bussing tables in Manhattan.
“I had to pay my bills,” Prelvukaj says. After
six months as a busboy, he was promoted
to waiter. And when he graduated from
high school, he enrolled at Borough of
Manhattan Community College, and then
Baruch College for his senior year, still taking language classes and still waiting tables.
“The first five years I was in America, I slept
maybe 20 hours per week,” he recalls.
But everything changed when he landed a job as a waiter at the legendary Peter
Luger Steak House in Brooklyn in 2003. “I
made $700 a day in tips. That was a game
changer for me.” And it wasn’t just about
the money. “[Peter Luger’s] was a well-oiled
machine, and I thought I could do that,
too. I wanted my own place.” His American
dream was beginning to take shape as he
was busy taking notes, “learning from the
best in the business.”
At the tender age of 25, after just three
years cutting his teeth at the epicenter of
porterhouse and creamed spinach, Prelvukaj
teamed up with his Luger coworker
Benjamin Sinanaj, a fellow Albanian who
also happened to be his sister’s husband, and
together they opened Benjamin Steakhouse
just steps from Grand Central Terminal.
Prelvukaj remembers how tough that first
year was. “I was the manager, the bookkeeper, the busboy. I went to the restaurant depot
and bought all the groceries myself.” Plus, he
adds, “New York City is very competitive.”
Yet, businesspeople, tourists, regulars, and
celebrities lined up to pay $100 a head or
more for the Benjamins’ signature brand of
warm, familial hospitality served alongside

PHOTO BY UDO SPEITZENBARTH

neighbor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 49
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November 29, 2019 – January 4, 2020
at Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla

November 27, 2020 - January 3, 2021
at Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla
DISCOVER OUR NEW EVENT

PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY:
Reservations Required In Order
To Guarantee Time Slots
Westchester’s Winter Wonderland
Nov 27 - Jan 3
Visit: wwinterwonderland.com
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Welcome To Westchester’s
Winter Wonderland

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the New
Westchester’s Winter
Wonderland Drive-thru
Holiday Light Extravaganza at
Kensico Dam Plaza in Valhalla.
The health and safety of
Westchester County residents
is our top priority, which is
why we transformed one of
Westchester’s most beloved
holiday traditions into a 1.2-mile
drive-thru light extravaganza.
Over 200,000 visitors have
attended Westchester’s Winter
Wonderland at one of the most
iconic parks in Westchester
since it was created in 2014,
and COVID-19 won’t stop us
this year! Since its outbreak in
the spring, Westchester County
Parks have played a vital role in
people’s lives, offering a mental
and physical outlet. With this,
we knew we had to create a
new experience for 2020 so that
families could experience some

normalcy and continue to create
priceless memories during one
of the most wonderful times of
year.
This spectacular event is
only possible through the
efforts and generosity of many
agencies and sponsors. We
thank the Westchester Parks
Foundation (WPF) and our
own County Parks Department
for months of planning and
coordination. The Presenting
Sponsor, Westchester Medical
Center Health Network, has
been supporting the event since
the first year, and we extend
our sincere thanks to them
and the many other sponsors
whose generous support has
been critical to the success and
growth of Westchester’s Winter
Wonderland.
As the leading organization
advocating for the County
park system, Westchester
Parks Foundation’s goal is to

encourage continued investment
in Westchester County’s parks,
trails and open spaces. From
stewardship work, improvements
to infrastructure, fitness
and wellness opportunities,
to advocacy, WPF invites
the public to join them to
#StandUpForParks. Take photos
of yourself out in our County
Parks and share to those on your
feed, tag us and your friends and
help all of us to advocate for
keeping Parks open for all.
Sincerely,

George Latimer
Westchester County Executive

Seth M. Mandelbaum
Chairperson, Westchester
Parks Foundation

Westchester Parks Foundation
#StandUpForParks
2020 was a record year for
Westchester County Parks. More
people than ever visited parks
to enjoy the beautiful trails,
recreation, and open spaces
that Westchester’s 18,000 acres
of parkland provides. The
pandemic put parks front and
center as a refuge for county
residents and we all appreciated
how essential our parks are.
Now, Westchester Parks
Foundation is looking for your
support. Donate now to help
keep our parks clean, green,
and growing as a safe haven for
the future, open for all of us to
enjoy.
Your donation to WPF is a
charitable contribution. WPF
is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit, and
we advocate for Westchester’s
county parks. We do not receive

taxpayer funding and are
solely dependent on your taxdeductible donations. WPF’s
mission is to engage the public
to advocate for and invest in
the preservation, conservation,
use and enjoyment of the 18,000
acres of parks, trails, and open
space within the Westchester
County Parks system.
One of the premier
annual fundraising events
is Westchester’s Winter
Wonderland. All net proceeds
from this iconic holiday family
event goes to support your
favorite Westchester Parks.
Some other WPF programs
include: Pitch in for Parks, the
largest one-day volunteer event
held each Spring to get the
parks ready for peak season;
Camp Morty, a unique camp

experience for children who
are part of the Westchester
Department of Social Services;
the iconic Bicycle Sundays,
where bicyclists, skaters, joggers
and walkers take over the Bronx
River Parkway; the annual
fireworks display at Kensico Dam
Plaza (July 3); clean-up days, trail
stewardship, and other special
projects throughout the year.
For more information about
Westchester Parks Foundation,

visit www.thewpf.org or follow on

#StandUpForParks

PARKS ARE ESSENTIAL. DONATE TODAY.
To volunteer or donate call 914-231-4600 or visit:
thewpf.org/support/donate/
2
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Kick off the Holiday
Season Close to Home

with the NEW Westchester’s Winter Wonderland
Drive -Thru Holiday Light Extravaganza
NEW DRIVE THRU EXPERIENCE CREATES SAFE & MEMORABLE HOLIDAY
EXPERIENCE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY TO ENJOY

T

The NEW Westchester’s
Winter Wonderland Drive-thru
Holiday Light Extravaganza kicks
off Friday, November 27th at 6
p.m. at Kensico Dam Plaza in
Valhalla. Westchester Parks
Foundation has re-imagined the
seventh season of the popular
holiday event to help create a
safe and memorable holiday
experience the whole family can
enjoy. Guests will be dazzled
and delighted with 1.2 miles of
holiday lights, larger than life
displays, live characters, and
Santa right from the warmth and
safety of your own car!
Starting the day after
Thanksgiving, the festive
celebration takes place five
consecutive weeks through
January 3, 2021. The event will
be open 6-9:45 p.m. Tuesday
through Sunday December 20
and every night December 21
through January 3, 2021 (except
Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day). Reservations are required
to avoid long lines and wait
times. Tickets are $25 per car in
advance. (+additional cost for
van/limo). Advance notice is
required for limos and buses,
seating more than 8 passengers,
please call 914-231-4600 for
reservations. Same day drive
ups are permitted but cannot
guarantee availability or wait
time at the gate. On-site ticket
purchases are available at

an additional $10 per car and
available on a first come first
serve basis if space allows.
Kensico Dam Plaza will feature
a dazzling holiday light show
that will transform the iconic
Westchester County Park into
a magical Winter Wonderland!
Guests will experience
thousands of stunning lights,
like nothing else in the area, and
be greeted by live characters
along the way. Attractions
include favorite elves Ned and
Albert, glittering angels of peace,
50-foot dove, dancing trees,
glowing snowballs, candy cane
lane, a spectacular 100-foot
light tunnel, Westchester’s
favorite 40-foot Christmas tree,
an expanded Lights of Wonder,
Peace on Earth display and
more! Holiday classics will be
simulcast through your vehicle’s
FM radio, setting the mood
from the moment you enter
the park. Guests should allow
20-25 minutes to drive thru the
attraction.

Special event
nights will include
the official tree
lighting celebration
on opening night,
a rotating cast of
your favorite festive
characters throughout
the season and a family friendly
festive way to ring in the New
Year at Winter Wonderland, as
we always do!
Westchester’s Winter
Wonderland is a place to
make priceless holiday
memories. It has become a

PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY

Reservations Required In Order To Guarantee Time Slots
WESTCHESTER’S WINTER WONDERLAND NOV 27-JAN 3
$25 Per Car in advance ($40 per limo/van) Additional $10 on site,
first come first serve if space allows Visit: wwinterwonderland.com

Westchester holiday tradition
without the hassle or expense
of traveling to New York City
and one of the most safe and
affordable holiday options
for the 2020 Holiday Season.
For complete information
and to purchase tickets, visit
wwinterwonderland.com

2020
DAYS & HOURS OF
OPERATION
Fri, Nov 27 – Sun, Dec 20
(closed Mondays)
Mon, Dec 21 – Sun Jan 3
(nightly)
6:00pm-9:45pm
CLOSED:
Thursday, Dec 24 –
Christmas Eve
Friday, Dec. 25 –
Christmas Day
WESTCHESTER'S WINTER WONDERLAND |
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3

11/5/20 11:04 AM

6
MAGICAL WOODS

8

12
NOV 27 – JAN 3

13

KENSICO DAM PLAZA • VALHALLA, NY
Drive through a safe and memorable 1.2 mile route
past thrilling, beautiful and larger-than-life electrifying
light displays. Includes musical accompaniments played
on your car radio. Approximately 22 minutes long.

Reservations are required to guarantee your time slot.
$25 per car ($40 per van/limo) for advance purchase.
Additional $10 for on-site purchase.
Tickets are first come, first serve as space allows.
To purchase tickets, please visit

wwinterwonderland.com

DATES & HOURS
Fri, Nov 27 – Sun, Jan 3
6 pm – 9:45 pm
(Last reservation @ 9:45 pm)

11

SNOWSTORM CENTRAL

PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY!
.

9

CHARACTER CORNER

CANDY CANE LANE

This memorable holiday experience features favorite live
characters and—the grand finale—LIVE Santa!

LAND OF PACKAGES

SANTA CLAUS

TWIRLING TUNNEL

10

FA LA LA LA LA LANE

14

ELVES PLAYGROUND

15

EXIT

OPEN EVERY NIGHT
Except: Nov 30, Dec 7, Dec 14,
Dec 24 (Christmas Eve), Dec 25 (Christmas Day)
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KENS

DS

5

ICO

DAM

TAKE FLIGHT LAKE

7

CKAGES

DOVE DRIVE

CHRISTMAS TREE PLAZA

4

Peace

PEACE ON EARTH PLACE

9

NNEL

THE RISING

0

XIT

3

2
WINTER WINDS WAY

1
FIRESIDE FOREST

1 FIRESIDE FOREST

9 TWIRLING TUNNEL

2 WINTER WINDS WAY

10 FA LA LA LA LA LANE

100 feet of swirling colors will transport
you into the holiday season.

A family at home enjoying the
holidays, dreaming of great times.
Old Man Winter blowing beautiful
snowflakes in the swirling air.

A favorite holiday song brought to light!

3 PEACE ON EARTH PLACE

A magical Winter Wonderland square
where snow flies everywhere.

11 SNOWSTORM CENTRAL

Floating stained glass angels herald
a message of good will towards all.

4 DOVE DRIVE

Illuminated peace doves fly among
the serene memorial trees.
A dazzling 50-ft white dove soaring
into the night sky.

Towering lit up red and white candy
canes will delight children of all ages.

14 SANTA CLAUS

The grand finale … Santa Claus will
greet every car in person at the end of
your Westchester’s Winter Wonderland
Holiday Light Extravaganza.

Be encircled by dozens of lit,
dancing trees.

7 CHRISTMAS TREE PLAZA

Westchester’s largest Christmas tree,
standing at 40-ft tall over the plaza.

8 LAND OF PACKAGES

Your favorite adventure, princesses,
cartoon characters LIVE right outside
your car window.

13 CANDY CANE LANE

5 TAKE FLIGHT LAKE

6 MAGICAL WOODS

ENTRANCE

12 CHARACTER CORNER

15 ELVES PLAYGROUND

Elves playing hide and seek behind
the trees.

Entrancing light display of elves at
work packing presents.
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Westchester is a Winter Wonderland of
Parks and Outdoor recreation.
Discover the Power of Parks this Winter

W

Winter is a great time to continue to
visit and explore Westchester County
Parks. Your favorite trail, hike or nature
center is a completely different experience
blanketed in snow!
At Westchester Parks Foundation,
we encourage the use and enjoyment
of Westchester’s parks, all year ‘round!
Westchester has over 50 parks and
recreational areas to explore within its
18,000 acres of parkland, which remained
open and accessible to the public this
past year in a time when going outdoors
became a necessity for not only physical
health but mental, as well.
Parks will always remain an important
staple in the county, year ‘round, to
provide the community with a healthy
outlet. As you discover the Westchester
County Parks system, we hope you come
to love, enjoy and respect all aspects of it
as we change with the seasons and times.
Stay up-to-date with programming
as events are ever-changing during
these unprecedented times: parks.
westchestergov.com.
Westchester Parks Foundation
encourages everyone to enjoy parks
safely this season and join us to
#StandUpForParks by donating to support
your favorite parks and programs! Visit
www.thewpf.org for more information
about why parks are important to us, and
one of the best reasons to live, work, and
play here in Westchester!

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
Ward Pound Ridge Reservation

Edith G. Read Wildlife Sanctuary

The 4,315-acre park makes Ward Pound
Ridge Reservation the county’s largest
park. With its varied terrain and landscapes and miles of wooded trails, the
park provides a variety of activities in all
seasons.

Located on the shore of the Long Island
Sound, along a migratory flyway, this 179acre sanctuary is home to a great diversity
of marine life. In winter months, the
85-acre lake, a mixture of salt and fresh
water, hosts over 5,000 ducks.

Muscoot Farm

The Bronx River Parkway
Reservation

Muscoot Farm is an early-1900s interpretive farm operated by Westchester County
Parks. It offers a year 'round schedule of
programs for families, as well as tours,
farmyard visits and hayrides for groups
by reservation. More than seven miles of
hiking trails allow visitors to explore some
of Muscoot's 777 acres through fields,
woodlands and wetlands.

Westchester’s oldest park is an 807-acre
paved linear park that was created as
an adjunct to the Bronx River Parkway
opened in 1925. The picturesque reservation, which runs through the heart of
southern Westchester County, features
ponds, wooden footbridges and hundreds
of varieties of native trees and shrubs. It
is a favorite place for bicycling, walking,
running and nature study.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Share your Winter Photos with us on
Instagram!
Tag @TheWPF and use #StandUpForParks

PURCHASE TICKETS TODAY
6

WESTCHESTER’S WINTER WONDERLAND NOV 27-JAN 3

Reservations Required In Order To Guarantee Time Slots Visit: wwinterwonderland.com
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WESTCHESTER PARKS
A WINTER WONDERLAND OF OUTDOOR FUN

KS
FUN

NORTH
SALEM

Sal J. Prezioso
Mountain Lakes

Lasdon Park Arboretum &
Veterans’ Memorial

PEEKSKILL
Blue Mountain
Reservation

Lasdon, Mildred D. Bird Sanctuary

Sportsman Center
at Blue Mountain
Mohansic Golf Course
& Driving Range

Briarcliff-Peekskill Trailway

George’s Island Park

Oscawana

Muscoot
Farm

Hilltop
Hanover Farm

John E. Hand Park

Ward Pound Ridge
Reservation
Trailside
Nature Museum

Kitchawan
Preserve

Croton Gorge

Hudson
Hills
Golf
Course

MOUNT
KISCO
Merestead

Croton Point Park

CONNECTICUT

North County Trailway
Wampus Pond
Pocantico
Lakes
Graham Hills Park

ROCKLAND
COUNTY
Kingsland Point Park

Cranberry Lake Preserve
Kensico Dam Plaza
VALHALLA
Silver Lake Preserve

Woodlands
Lake

Hillside Woods

NEW JERSEY

V.E.
Macy
Park

Ridge Road
Park

Sprain Ridge Park
Lenoir Preserve
Bronx
River
Reservation
South County Trailway
Sprain Lake
Golf Course
YONKERS
Dunwoodie Golf Course
& Driving Range

Bronx River
Pathway

Saxon Woods
Golf Course
Saxon Woods Park
Jay Property

Twin Lakes Park
Nature Study Woods

Tibbetts
Brook
Park

Westchester Parks Foundation encourages everyone to
enjoy parks safely this season and join us to #StandUpForParks by donating to support your favorite parks and
programs! Visit www.thewpf.org for more information
about why parks are important to us, and one of the best
reasons to live, work, and play here in Westchester!

PORT
CHESTER
Maple Moor
Golf Course

WHITE
PLAINS

Hart’s Brook
Nature Preserve

www.theWPF.org

Edith G. Read
Wildlife Sanctuary
Playland Park

Marshlands Conservancy

NEW
ROCHELLE
Willson’s Woods Park

NEW YORK CITY
Glen Island Park
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PROUD SPONSOR
OF WESTCHESTER
PARKS FOUNDATION’S
WINTER
WONDERLAND.

WE’RE HERE FOR YOU…
From Level 1, Level 2 and Pediatric Trauma
Centers, the region’s only acute care children’s
hospital, an academic medical center, community
hospitals, dozens of specialized institutes and
centers, including a Comprehensive Stroke Center
and several primary stroke centers, skilled nursing,
assisted living facilities, homecare services and one of
the largest mental health systems in New York State, today
WMCHealth is the pre-eminent provider of integrated healthcare in the Hudson Valley.
To learn more, visit WMCHealth.org

Westchester Medical Center l Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital l Behavioral Health Center
MidHudson Regional Hospital l Good Samaritan Hospital l Bon Secours Community Hospital
St. Anthony Community Hospital l HealthAlliance Hospital: Broadway Campus
HealthAlliance Hospital: Mary’s Avenue Campus l Margaretville Hospital
WMCHealth Physicians includes the medical practices of Advanced Physician Services and Bon Secours Medical Group.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

The Center for Cosmetic
Dentistry

PHOTO BY SAM HORINE

Before

After

Before
The dining room at the White Plains location has elements of classic, clubby, steakhouse decor,
though lots of natural light and floral arrangements lend a softer, more modernistic feel.

After
cuts of USDA Prime beef. “They come for
the ambience, the food, and the service. They
have to know they’ll be taken care of when
they’re here,” he says. “And they can’t have a
bad meal. It has to be good every time.” That
is why every piece of meat is hand-picked and
dry-aged for a minimum of 28 days in their
own facility.
Four years later, Prelvukaj took the successful mindset and M.O. he’d developed
in the city northward, to open Benjamin

ing in the room as hands are shaken over big
business deals and rare filet mignons.
As much as he loves people, he loves
what he peddles. “I never get tired of
steak. I could eat it every day.” And, sometimes he does, with a French Burgundy
from the wine cellar he keeps in his home
in Ardsley, where he’s lived with his wife
and four kids for more than a decade. “To
stay in shape, I ride my bike a couple of
miles or walk every morning,” enjoying

Before

Full-mouth
Rehabilitation

After
Robert L Rioseco DMD FAGD AAACD

“I never get tired of steak. I could eat it every day.”
And, sometimes he does, with a French Burgundy
from the wine cellar he keeps in his home in Ardsley.
Steakhouse Westchester in White Plains in
2010, with his business partner and brotherin-law still at his side. “I’m more a front of the
house guy; he’s more back of the house,” says
Prelvukaj. A near constant welcoming presence on the dining-room floors of his restaurants, he now splits his time at another NYC
addition to the family, Benjamin Prime, as
well as The Seafire Grill, a Manhattan mecca
for highbrow marine delights (not to mention two Benjamin Steakhouses in Japan).
“I just love people,” he almost gushes. “I
love seeing them enjoying a nice meal. As
humans, when we’re hungry, we get angry.
I love seeing them happy.” And, he loves be-

914•761•8229
147 Underhill Avenue
West Harrison, NY 10604

WWW.ZENDENTIST.COM

the small-town vibe of the area where he’s
planted roots. He also joins his boys on the
basketball court or in the lap lanes whenever time allows.
Before COVID, he and his wife (an
American of Albanian heritage) took the
kids to Montenegro and Albania every
year to immerse them in one-half of their
rich cultural background. “Not this year,”
he says, sadly, noting how he spends more
time at work in “survival mode” lately
and less time envisioning his next grand
opening. “Hopefully there are better days
ahead,” he says, harboring a dream he
knows everyone longs to share.

Westchester’s first and only dentist
accredited by
The American Academy of Cosmetic
Dentistry
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This eclectic
collection of mustsee buildings and
structures shows
off the iconic
architecture that
anchors our county
with a sense of place.

FORM
By Paul Adler
and Nick Brandi
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New Croton Dam, Cortlandt
and Kensico Dam Plaza, Valhalla

Few local structures inspire awe quite like the towering Kensico and New Croton
dams. Each unique, both dams serve as points of leisure, exercise, and enjoyment for
countless Westchesterites and others. Completed in 1906 (the tallest of its kind on
earth at the time), the New Croton Dam (below) stands out for its stepped masonry,
towering aqueduct, and popular park sporting biking and nature trails. Another eyepopping feat of county construction, the 307-foot-tall, 1,843-foot-long Kensico Dam
was erected in 1917 and was acquired as parkland by the state in 1963. Today, the plaza
remains a popular spot to soak in the structure’s soaring face of hand-hewn masonry;
the 9/11 memorial, The Rising; and several acres of gorgeous parkland.

PHOTO BY DRONANDY/ADOBE STOCK
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The Armour-Stiner House,
Irvington

Like some strange treasure tucked away in the forest,
the Armour-Stiner House — fondly referred to as
The Octagon House — remains one of Westchester’s
most oft-discussed architectural icons. To this day, it
remains the only known fully domed octagonal home,
as well as the only home built to the specifications of
Donato Bramante’s 1502 masterpiece, the Tempietto.
The Armour-Stiner home was actually modified from
a far simpler edifice in the late 1870s, by tea merchant
Joseph Stiner. About a century later, in 1976, the
singular structure was designated a National Historic
Landmark and subsequently sold to the ideal buyer:
Joseph Pell Lombardi, a preservation architect
specializing in building conservation.

Untermyer Park and Gardens,
Yonkers

The Union Church of
Pocantico Hills, Pocantico Hills

Overlooking the Hudson River, this renowned series
of gardens and structures founded by attorney Samuel
Untermyer fell into disrepair years after its 1916 birth
and has been undergoing an incredible restoration
since 2011. While the site boasts dozens of moving
architectural tableaux, including a Ruin Garden, a
staired vista, and even the fantastic Temple of Love, its
most iconic architectural achievement is perhaps the
Walled Garden, a breathtaking enclosed space inspired
by Indo-Persian gardens of antiquity, containing
the Temple of the Sky — an impressive semicircle of
Corinthian columns — as well as several water features,
rare plants, and a Greek-inspired amphitheater.
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Sunnyside, Irvington

Boasting equal parts unlikely architecture and
fascinating history, Washington Irving’s abode,
Sunnyside, remains a popular haunt for curious
locals and others. Writer of monumental stories
“The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” and “Rip Van
Winkle,” Irving, who is said to be America’s first
internationally famous author, created a kind of
pastoral paradise with his Dutch Colonial revival
home, which also borrows elements of Gothic
and Tudor architecture. Located on property he
purchased in 1835, the fascinating home, boasting
stepped gables and a soaring Spanish tower, is
situated in Irvington and has since earned a welldeserved spot on the National Registry of
Historic Places.

Entering this gorgeous stone structure is like being
transported to another world. Built in 1921 by John
D. Rockefeller, the stone church was revamped
after the death of Rockefeller’s wife, Abby, in 1948,
when Nelson Rockefeller commissioned the worldrenowned French painter Henri Matisse to design
the church’s prized rose window. Twelve years
later, upon the death of John D., his children again
commissioned a legendary artist, this time Marc
Chagall, to design a gorgeous stained-glass window
in his honor. The alterations have made entering this
church like stepping into a jewel box, surrounded by
the county’s most exceptional art.

PHOTO BY JESSICA NORMAN
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The Ritz-Carlton, Westchester,
White Plains

Designed by renowned architects Costas Kondylis and
Partners, the 44-story twin glass towers of the RitzCarlton, Westchester in White Plains are currently
the tallest buildings between New York City and
Boston (until the 48-story, dual-tower development
at 11 Lawton St in New Rochelle opens for business).
The gleaming edifices have been spiring majestically
through the White Plains skyline since 2007 and
have long been sources of pride for the entire region.
Though the exigencies of COVID-19 forced the RitzCarlton brand to divest itself of the luxury hotel (it
will retain control of the buildings’ 365 residential
units), the space will be reborn as a five-star Marriott
International Autograph Collection hotel.

Skinny House, Mamaroneck

When one ponders Westchester’s many architectural
oddities, few stand taller — or slimmer — than the
famed Skinny House. A mere 10-feet wide, this utterly
unique Mamaroneck structure was built by African
American carpenter and contractor Nathan Thomas
Seely on an incredibly narrow lot of donated land after
he lost his job and prior home to the Great Depression.
Seely hardly could have imagined his abode would
go down in the history books as both a beloved
Mamaroneck Village Landmark and a member of the
National Registry of Historic Places.

Sleepy Hollow Country Club,
Briarcliff Manor

Despite its titular implication, Sleepy Hollow Country
Club is actually situated in the Scarborough Historic
District of Briarcliff Manor. Founded in 1911, Sleepy
Hollow Country Club includes its storied clubhouse,
Woodlea, designed by the world-famous Stanford
White and built between 1892 and 1895. Boasting
140 rooms, Woodlea was one of the famed Beaux-Arts
Vanderbilt mansions and is a prime exemplar of Italian
Renaissance Revival style, featuring buff-colored
Italian brick and symmetrical façades south and west.
Its circa 70,000 square feet of interior space makes it
tied for No. 15 among America’s 100 largest privately
owned houses.

Stone Barns Center,
Pocantico Hills

Hidden amid rolling woodland sits the pleasingly
pastoral rock-hewn buildings and agricultural
spaces that comprise the Stone Barns Center. A
dairy farm for the Rockefeller Family during the
1930s, the center is now home to Dan Barber’s
famed James Beard Award-winning restaurant,
Blue Hill at Stone Barns, as well an expansive
teaching farm, an exceptional bakery/café, and
an inviting gift shop.
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Usonia, Pleasantville

The Usonia Historic District in Pleasantville
was conceived and executed by none other
than Frank Lloyd Wright himself, along
with a coterie of protégés, on a circular
plot of 100 idyllic acres purchased in 1945.
The Midcentury Modern community, with
its wood-and-stone construction, open
floor plans, oversized windows, and flat,
overhanging roofs, is quintessential FLW.
The community got its name in an homage to
Wright, for his ideas on the way Americans
should live together. Listed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 2012, Usonia was
dubbed five years later by Architectural Digest
“the best-designed small town in the U.S.”

The IBM Legacy, various

Westchester has been the focus of prodigious
architectural inspiration over the decades,
but one of its corporations, IBM, is itself the
recipient of some of the best architectural
talent the world has ever seen. In the 1980s,
legendary architect I.M. Pei was responsible
for the tech giant’s 1.2 million sq. ft. modernist
masterpiece in Somers (as well as its former
Purchase location, now Mastercard’s global
HQ), crowned with its opulent glass-pyramid
summits. But it was back in 1961 that none
other than Finnish-American virtuoso
Eero Saarinen gave Big Blue in Yorktown
Heights the crescent-shaped Thomas J.
Watson Research Center, which, with its
ascending curvilinear overhang perched at
the entranceway, evokes the essence of a
monolithic spaceship preparing to take flight.
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The Richard H. Mandel House, Mount Kisco

Four years before the renowned International Style Museum of Modern Art
debuted in NYC in 1939, its illustrious architect, Edward Durell Stone, created
America’s first significant International Style residence in the form of the 10,000
sq. ft. Richard H. Mandel House in Mount Kisco. Set on 21 acres and boasting
a commanding view of the Croton Reservoir, the two-story, concrete-block,
steel-and-stucco building is coveted for its clean, smooth, horizontally oriented
asymmetrical composition, which includes projecting balconies and wide banks
of ribbon windows. The Mandel House is also considered groundbreaking for
its use of materials, including cork floors, glass blocks, built-in furniture, and a
technically advanced heating system for its time. It was added to the National
Register of Historic Places in 1996.

Jackie Gleason’s Round House,
Cortlandt Manor

Known to be fascinated with UFOs, comedy legend Jackie Gleason commissioned
the construction of his famous “Mothership” house in 1959, still basking in the glow
of his one-season smash-hit sitcom, The Honeymooners. The round, 3,950 sq. ft.
modernist house was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright acolyte Robert Sika and built
by a shipbuilder in an airplane hangar over a five-year period. The three-building
campus on eight acres is replete with natural wood inside and out and is supported
by trusses but not crossbeams, as those would have required right angles. Despite the
undeniable structural references to his preoccupation with ET mythology, Gleason —
a chart-topping composer and producer — is reported to have said that the domicile
was circular because he wanted it to be “like a musical note that never ends.”

PHOTO BY TOM NYCZ FOR HISTORIC HUDSON VALLEY
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Philipsburg Manor House,
Sleepy Hollow

Way back in 1693, William and Mary of England
granted 52,000 acres of land to Dutch merchant
Frederick Philipse, who turned the massive estate
into a trading complex, active farm, and mill. Since
those days, much of Philipsburg Manor has been
restored and/or reconstructed, though the stone
exterior of the manor house is mostly original.
Named a National Historic Landmark in 1961, the
Colonial-style Manor House’s interior furnishings
have been painstakingly recreated based on the
most expert scholarship, with the reconstructed
outbuildings serving as a valuable educational
resource about pre-Revolutionary Westchester.
Unfortunately, the Philipse family also owns the
ignominious distinction of having had one of the
largest slave-holdings in the Colonial North.

www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 57

11/9/20 10:28 AM

Governor Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, Tarrytown

One of Westchester’s newest architectural icons, the Gov. Mario M. Cuomo Bridge, replaced the beloved but
aging Tappan Zee Bridge in 2018 after a lengthy construction. With an eye-popping price tag of $4 billion, the
brand-new conduit boasts futuristic, safety-forward, and community-centered features, including gleaming, 419foot chamfered towers along its main span, color-changing LED lights, and a 3.6-mile biking-and-walking path
ornamented with impressive sculptures and installations by eight New York-based artists.
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The Lighthouse at Sleepy Hollow

Also known as the Tarrytown Lighthouse or the Kingsland Point Lighthouse, this iconic Westchester structure was once
situated a full half-mile from the Hudson River shore on which it currently sits. After decades of landfill, thanks to a
now-demolished General Motors factory, the lighthouse found itself just a few convenient feet from the beach and has
consequently become a popular local site. The lighthouse’s cast-iron tower was erected in 1883, and the lamp inside was
automated during the mid-1950s. During the 1970s, the Tappan Zee Bridge rendered the five-story structure’s navigation
lights obsolete, and so the lighthouse was taken over by Westchester County, which maintains it to this day.
PHOTO BY P. MEYBRUCK/ADOBE STOCK

IconicArchitecture_Dec20.indd 59

www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 59

11/9/20 10:29 AM

TRUE
to
−

FORM

Gilded Age Mansions
(Kykuit, Pocantico Hills;
Lyndhurst, Tarrytown;
Le Chateau, South Salem)

Legendary robber barons and captains of industry epitomized
the Gilded Age, and Westchester had some of its own to boast.
One is John D. Rockefeller, of course, whose Pocantico Hills
mansion, Kykuit, is an excellent example of a Classical Revivalstyle stone villa, completed in 1913 by architects Chester
Holmes Aldrich and William Adams Delano. Meanwhile,
tycoon Jay Gould’s Lyndhurst, in Tarrytown, is a Gothic Revival
country house, designed in 1838 by Alexander Jackson Davis,
that looms on 67 majestic acres overlooking the Hudson River.
Not to be outdone, Le Chateau in South Salem is a sprawling
Tudor-style mansion of brick and stone that was commissioned
in 1907 by legendary banker J.P. Morgan and designed by
architects Atterbury & Atterbury. Both Kykuit and Lyndhurst
are National Historic Landmarks.

800 Westchester Avenue,
Rye Brook

Ensconced in the sleepy, little village of Rye Brook is the
magnificent 800 Westchester Avenue complex, a 560,000 sq.
ft. behemoth postmodern Class A office building that was once
the corporate headquarters of General Foods. Having been
described over the years as an “Aztec temple” and “aluminum
business palace,” the seven-story, all-white building’s amenities
include a semicircular entranceway rotunda, man-made lake
with fountains, wooden garden bridges, and an underground
parking facility. When commercial real estate developer Robert
Weisz acquired the property for $40 million in 2004, it was the
county’s largest real estate transaction that year.

Playland, Rye

The first planned amusement park in the U.S., Rye Playland
was created in 1928 by Frank Darling and well-known
NYC architectural firm Walker & Gillette, with landscape
architect Gilmore D. Clarke. Its 280-acre campus represents a
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synergistic tour de force of architectural-style integration, with
original structures boasting chimerical flourishes in Art Deco,
complemented by a Spanish Revival-style bathhouse. This
one-of-a-kind amusement attraction was added to the list of
National Historical Landmarks in 1987.

Castles (Whitby Castle, Rye;
Carrollcliffe, Tarrytown)

Westchester has been a hotspot for mansions and estates
for well over a century, but the 914 also boasts its share of
castles, including two of the most active, Whitby Castle and
Carrollcliffe. Though architect Alexander Jackson Davis’
most famous creation is Tarrytown’s Lyndhurst, he also gave
the county Whitby Castle, in Rye. Designed in 1852 and
completed two years later, Whitby Castle represents one of
Davis’ quintessential Gothic Revival designs. It was created for
his friend William Chapman and is said to include stones from
its nearly 1,400-year-old inspiration and eponym, Whitney
Abbey in North Yorkshire, England. It sits on 126 impeccably
manicured acres and is currently the home of Rye Golf Club.
Also referred to as Axe Castle (and formerly the Castle Hotel
& Spa), the all-stone Carrollcliffe is rife with redoubtable
battlements, including crenellations and merlons. It was
constructed in two stages, beginning in 1897, with the
intention of resurrecting the essence of Norman castles in
Ireland, Scotland, and Wales. Designed by architect Henry
Franklin Kilburn for journalist/playwright/businessman
General Howard Carroll, Carrollcliffe sits on 10 lush acres
perched on one of the highest points in Westchester County.

Greenburgh Library

A $20 million, 22-month restoration in 2009 transformed the
second-busiest library in the county into a true architectural
masterpiece. Designed by Salvatore Coco, the library originally
built in 1962 is now doubled in space, to 46,000 square feet,
and sports a dramatic, cantilevered roof, a 140-foot reading
room, and maple library desks. With ash-hued ceilings
and soaring glass panels, it all amounts to a truly singular
municipal gem.

PHOTO COURTESY OF WESTCHESTER COUNTY PARKS, RECREATION & CONSERVATION
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ArtsWestchester
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Caramoor Center
for Music and the Arts

Tarrytown Music Hall

The Capitol Theatre

PHOTOS BY GABE PALACIO (TOP); BILL FOLEY (CENTER); SCOTT HARRIS (BOTTOM)
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The Art of Architecture
We round up a handful of stunning
buildings that also happen to house
many of the county’s most beloved
arts organizations.

Westchester sports an impressive roster of cultural
venues and arts organizations, many of which
call some pretty remarkable structures home.
Katonah’s Caramoor Center for Music and the
Arts comprises lush, park-like grounds; a colonnaded
Spanish courtyard; an incredibly expansive Venetian
theater; and the center’s architectural triumph: The
Rosen House, a Mediterranean-style home on the
National Register of Historic Places, built sometime
during the 1930s by Walter Rosen, which features
unique carved wood, vaulted ceilings, exceptional
artwork, and rare Chinese wallpapers, all while
serving as a venue for classical music and arts
education.
For a more rocking respite, the Tarrytown Music
Hall has served as a local outpost for good times
since its 1885 birth. Built in the Queen Anne style,
the structure was designed by renowned architects
August Cordes and Thoedore De Lemos — who
had also worked on Grand Central Station — for
chocolate manufacturer William Wallace. The Hall is
considered Westchester’s oldest theater, and during
the early 1900s, it hosted everything from silentfilm screenings to women’s suffrage gatherings.
After making it on the National Register of Historic
Places, the Hall fell into disrepair. It was saved from
the wrecking ball in 1980 by an area nonprofit and
to this day serves as one of the county’s most popular
spots to soak in some rock & roll.
The Capitol Theatre in Port Chester is yet
another beloved local venue saved from the wrecking
ball (and from serving as a catering hall), which now
stands proudly as a prime spot to catch a musical
act. Opened in 1926 as a dignified playhouse, The
Cap, as it is fondly known, morphed into one of the
country’s hottest rock venues by the mid-1960s,
hosting musical megastars like Janis Joplin, Pink
Floyd, and The Grateful Dead. After falling into
disrepair during the 1990s and becoming a catering
hall, it was given a new lease on life in 2011, boasting
a new interior and state-of-the-art-sound system.
An equally impressive structure can be found in
Downtown White Plains, towering over Mamaroneck
Avenue. Yet this edifice is not home to some billiondollar firm; it is the abode of ArtsWestchester, one
of the county’s most prominent arts organizations.
The nine-story structure originated in 1929 as the
Peoples National Bank & Trust Company and was
immediately commended in local newspapers for
its design. The space boasts 40-foot ceilings, a
limestone-encased first story, and marble floors. This
building also fell into major disrepair and was only
saved in 1998, when ArtsWestchester purchased it
from Chase Bank for a cool $1.2 million. After an
extensive 2003 renovation, the space opened once
again as the home of ArtsWestchester’s studios,
offices, and exhibition spaces.
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Holiday

Gift
Guide
2020

What do you give for the holidays during the year
that everyone wants to forget? Fun and festive gifts your
recipients are sure to remember! Spread some much-needed
yuletide cheer with these standout items in our favorite colors
of the season — all locally available.
By Michelle Gillan Larkin,
Amy R. Partridge & Gina Valentino
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Jewel Tones

Metallic

Oval Gemstone-andDiamond Band

Jimmy Choo Romy 100 Glitter
Pointed-Toe Pumps

$5,950
Desires by Mikolay, Chappaqua
www.desiresbymikolay.com

$695
Bloomingdale’s, White Plains
www.bloomingdales.com

Holiday Hues

Black & White

Fabulous Furs
Sleep Mask

Seiko Captain DMX008

$29
Palmer & Purchase
Larchmont and Rye
www.palmerandpurchase.com

$825
Desires by Mikolay, Chappaqua
www.desiresbymikolay.com
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Jewel Tones

Rich, deep, and majestic, jewel tones add a layer of
intrigue that ups the ante of any holiday present.

Chakaluka Ornament
$58
JingleNog
La Dentelliere, Scarsdale
www.jinglenog.com

Amuse Bag

$148
shortyLOVE
Based in Chappaqua
www.shortylove.com

Oris Aquis Caliber 400 Date
$3,500
Wilson & Son, Scarsdale
www.wilsonandsonjewelers.com

Gemstone-and-Diamond
Flower Ring in Ruby
$4,990
Desires by Mikolay, Chappaqua
www.desiresbymikolay.com
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Jacques Marie Mage
Brion Sunglasses
$670
Eye Gallery, Scarsdale
www.eyegalleryny.com

Bond No. 9 New York
Bleeker Street Eau de
Parfum

$250
Bloomingdale’s, White Plains
www.bloomingdales.com

Akris Ai Medium Quilted
Trapezoid Tote Bag
$2,390
Neiman Marcus, White Plains
www.neimanmarcus.com

William Henry C19 Full Sail Pocket Knife
$1,500
Woodrow Jewelers, Rye
www.woodrowjewelers.com

A D’Zine Blue Moon Earrings
$50
Lauren’s Boutique, Larchmont
www.adzineny.com

www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 67

GiftGuide_Dec20.indd 67

11/9/20 10:31 AM

Black & White
Is anything chicer than classic black-andwhite gifts? We think not.

Lafco Signature
Candle, Champagne

$65
Eiluj Beauty Lounge, Katonah
www.eilujbeauty.com

Polo Ralph Lauren
Men’s Cashmere
Buffalo Check Boot Socks

$34
Macy’s, multiple county locations
www.macys.com

Evolg Divine White Touch
Screen Gloves
$150
I Am More Scarsdale, Scarsdale
www.iammorescarsdale.com

Skeem Apoth Match Jar
Large Astronomy
$28
Fado, Katonah
www.shopfado.com

Scott Mikolay Black
Spinel Crown Cufflinks

$890
Desires by Mikolay, Chappaqua
www.desiresbymikolay.com
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A’Maree
Trois Sunglasses

$499
Eye Designs of Westchester, Armonk and Scarsdale
www.eyedesignsofwestchester.com

INC. Men’s Wyatt Crystal Loafers
$89.99
Macy’s, multiple county locations
www.macys.com

Kate Spade
Black Faux Fur
Tote
$198
Macy’s, multiple
county locations
www.macys.com

Beekman 1802 Pure Goat Milk
Favorites Set
$40
Mosiello & Sons, Ardsley
www.beekman1802.com

Fabulous Furs Sleep Mask
$29
Palmer & Purchase
Larchmont and Rye
www.palmerandpurchase.com
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Holiday Hues

Embrace the traditional colors and patterns of the holidays
with festive items reflecting the spirit of the season.
Sedona Holiday Tea Kettle
Antler Placecard Holders
$36
Chefanie
Based in Harrison
www.chefanie.com

$59.99
Macy’s, multiple county locations
www.macys.com

INC International Concepts
Gold-Tone Crystal Snowflake
Plaid Knotted Headband
$29.50
Macy’s, multiple county locations
www.macys.com

All-Natural, Soy Wax Candle
in Mistletoe

$13.50
Handmade by Laurel
Based in Mount Vernon
HandMadeByLaurelNY on www.etsy.com
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Stacy Adams Men’s Steward
Plain-Toe Plaid Slip-Ons
$75
Macy’s, multiple county locations
www.macys.com

Plaid Mask

$32
Chefanie
Based in Harrison
www.chefanie.com

L’Artiste Hunter Faux FurLined Boot
$189.95
Nordstrom, White Plains
www.nordstrom.com

Pia Rossini Rubi
Faux Suede Gloves With Faux
Fur
$30
Neiman Marcus, White Plains
www.neimanmarcus.com
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Metallic

A little glam never hurts — especially now. Whether gold, silver,
or mixed-metal, these shiny stunners are sure to please.

Lalicious Sugar Scrub
From $36
Eiluj Beauty Lounge, Katonah
www.eilujbeauty.com

Blossom Margherita
Eternelle Ring

Bone-Handle Bar Set
$145
Chefanie
Based in Harrison
www.chefanie.com

$400
Woodrow Jewelers, Rye
www.woodrowjewelers.com

Cape Island
Black-Gold Gift Set
$70
Sarza, Rye
www.shopsarza.com

Chez Gagne Breakfast Wine Mug
$22
Fado, Katonah
www.shopfado.com
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The Great Gatsby
Limited-Edition Book

$90
Desires by Mikolay, Chappaqua
www.desiresbymikolay.com

Skin Gym Goldie
Face Roller

$68
Nordstrom, White Plains
www.nordstrom.com

Regina Andrew Design
Tic-Tac-Toe Game
$155
Nordstrom, White Plains
www.nordstrom.com

Sandra Roberts
Rhinestone Clutch

$265
Bloomingdale’s, White Plains
www.bloomingdales.com

Nadine Ballet Flats
$165
Very Lovely Soles
Based in White Plains
www.verylovelysoles.com
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The
Wild
Life
From sparrows to emus,
kittens to cows, the all-volunteer
organization Animal Nation
rescues and rehabilitates our
feathered and furry friends.
Article and photography
by Dave Donelson
WESTCHESTER
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Patrick Moore rescued
his first wild creature
when he was 14 years old.
The teenager found a baby robin in his yard in Pound Ridge,
tenderly nursed it back to health, and released it into the wild.
Today, less than 20 years later, he runs Animal Nation, an
organization that has saved tens of thousands of winged and
four-legged creatures.
Animal Nation is who you call when you find a fawn crying
for its mother in your backyard, or a goose with a gimpy wing,
lurching through the park, or a turtle with a broken shell, lying helpless on the side of the road. The organization handles
5,000 such calls in an average year. “We’re going to reach
8,000 this year,” Moore says. “The pandemic sent more people
outdoors for hikes and other activities where they encounter
more animals that need our help.”
Jill Doornick, a wildlife rehabilitator in Rye, founded the
all-volunteer organization in 2001 to help her care for rescued
animals at her home. “It’s turned into something much bigger
than I expected,” she says. Moore, a teenager at the time, joined
forces with her in 2002 and became president in 2018. Doornick
continues to support Animal Nation in various roles, including
the care and release of hundreds of distressed songbirds every
year, many of them hatchlings from parents who’ve disappeared.
The two had mutual passions. “I believe all the species in the
world, animals and people, deserve to be treated with respect,”
Doornick says. Moore adds, “We care about people, too. When
someone calls about a baby bird they found on their porch, they
are often distressed. We can’t just pick up the animal and forget
about the people.”
Moore became a licensed wildlife rehabilitator at 16, the
minimum age allowed by New York State law. “Before I got my
driver’s license, my mom drove me up to New Paltz to take the
rehabilitator test,” he says. “I studied my wildlife rehab books
instead of what I was supposed to be reading for school.”
The care-for-all philosophy has fueled Animal Nation’s
growth to an organization that operates two small farm sanctuaries in Westchester, three cat adoption centers in Fairfield
County, and dozens of foster homes throughout the area. Its
network of volunteers includes four licensed wildlife rehabilitators, a number of veterinarians, and about 100 individuals who
feed the baby birds and kittens, muck the stalls at the farms,
and administer unabashed love for the creatures in their care.
“Animal Nation has transformed my life,” says volunteer
Laurie Gandal. “Not just learning from the good, hard work,
but the coexistence of all those different animals is inspiring.
It’s a beautiful thing.” She says her favorite animal at the moment is Henry, a big ram found emaciated and wandering loose
after coyotes wiped out his flock in Mahopac. “He was afraid to
eat because looking down might allow the coyotes to sneak up
on him,” Gandal explains. Today, Henry lives a peaceful life at
the Animal Nation sanctuary in South Salem.
“One thing that sets Animal Nation apart is that we care about
all animals, not just cats and dogs,” Moore explains. “We tend to
well over a thousand birds and nearly that many wild animals.
Last year, we took in 40 deer, and 28 of them made it. We typically bring in 150 to 200 ducklings from airport no-fly zones

Dozens of orphaned fawns like this
pair are rehabbed and released
after their mothers die from auto
accidents or other causes.
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or from places like the reservoirs that supply drinking water to Yonkers.”
When the adult fowl are killed, the hatchlings end up at Animal Nation.
“We also get a lot of squirrels and rabbits, which have litters throughout the year,” Moore says. “We got many fox calls this year because that
population seems to be booming.”
Doctors Charlie and Janice Duffy, veterinarians who own Norwalk
Animal Hospital, provide pro bono care for wildlife rescued by Animal
Nation, as do several other vets. “It’s a way for us to give back,” Janice
explains. “A lot of the wildlife have broken bones and other injuries,”
Charlie says. “They have been hit by cars and need surgery followed by
rehabilitation. Patrick came to us with a fox with a broken pelvis recently.
It stayed in the hospital for about a month, to get antibiotics and cage rest
until it recovered, and was eventually released into the wild.” The Duffys
have supported Animal Nation for more than 10 years and sponsor the
organization’s annual fundraising dinner, as well.

A

nimal Nation’s work may be driven by a love for all the creatures of the world, but it also has a practical side.
“Skunks and raccoons are a particular problem in
Westchester, where we have an extraordinarily high rate
of rabies infections,” Moore points out. “One of the biggest issues is that
Westchester doesn’t have a volunteer licensed trapper for these animals,
and a commercial trapper will charge as much as $400, so people don’t
know what to do. By the time the skunks are captured, they can infect three
or four other animals. One of our goals is to create a wildlife center where
we would have properly vaccinated and trained veterinarians and staff to
take these animals in and, in conjunction with the department of health,
get some of this problem under control.” Stray animals must be quarantined and handled by vaccinated personnel to protect against rabies.
Animal Nation will probably take in 500
farm animals this year, according to Moore.
Abandoned pets that
They come from various situations. “We
should never have been
rescued 118 goats from one place alone. The
kept in a private home
include (clockwise) Leila
owner was a hoarder,” Moore says. “In August,
the llama, Kevin the emu,
we took in two alpacas. We’re expecting two
Fifi the Sulcata tortoise,
horses from a divorce case. There are a couple
and Pearl the pig.
of cows on the way, too.” He points out that
kids hatch ducks and chicks as part of school
programs, but now they’re doing it at home, due to the pandemic. People
still buy baby chicks as Easter gifts for their kids, too. “They say, ‘Oh, I
thought it was cute, and when it got bigger, I’d just give it to a farm.’ But
these are make-believe farms. They don’t exist. So, what do you do with
the chicken in your apartment?”
Then there are pigs. “I enjoy the one who was in a video that went
viral when the Stamford Police spent an hour trying to catch him,” says
volunteer Lindsay Perry. “Unfortunately, they don’t train police officers to
catch pigs, and he became quite distressed. I named him Jesse James because he was running away from the law.” The story illustrates a problem,
though: A surprising number of misguided people think pigs make cute
pets but forget they are destined to grow into 200-plus-pound porkers
with voracious appetites and best-kept-outdoors bathroom habits.
Pigs aren’t the only wrong choice pet seekers make. Fifi, for example,
is a 12-year-old Sulcata tortoise from Africa who was brought to Animal
Nation two years ago by a teenager whose parents made him give the animal up because of the smell. “You can buy a four-inch baby Sulcata online
for $75,” Moore explains. “Fifi now weighs 50 pounds and is a pooping
machine who will continue to grow for another hundred years!” Fifi is
also a boy, by the way. The owner was mistaken about that, too.
Critters find their way to Animal Nation through many routes. The organization works with law enforcement agencies, animal control departments, other rescue organizations, and animal rights groups in the metro
area. Frequent callers are the Westchester Humane Society (formerly the
New Rochelle Humane Society), the ASPCA, Pet Rescue, and various
nature centers. Two alpaca came last year as a result of an animal cruelty
complaint. They had no shelter, food, or water at the home where they
were kept. Another pair of alpaca came from a mobile petting zoo that
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tried to use them for birthday parties, not realizing they would kick and
spit at the kids. Leila the llama came along with four sheep and a goat
from a woman who was evicted from her home.
Two of the most striking residents are a pair of six-foot emus. Kevin,
a girl who is misnamed as a boy, and Didgeridoo, who may be a boy
or a girl, came from a woman who drove past a farm in Delaware that
sold emu oil, which is extracted from the fat obtained when the bird is
slaughtered for its meat. “The woman bought two chicks to save them
from slaughter and brought them to us,” Patrick says. “When she got
them, they were about 12 inches tall. There are nine emus at a private
zoo in Bedford right now that need another home.”
“People don’t realize how many private zoos there are here,” Moore
adds. “There’s one in Mount Kisco. There’s one in Greenwich. People
even still try to keep monkeys as pets.” One week, in September, he was
called three separate times to deal with lizards, a bearded dragon, a tegu,
and a Nile monitor, dumped in various spots around the county.
Until the COVID-19 pandemic
The day at Animal Nation
temporarily closed two of them,
begins with a feeding frenzy as
Animal Nation operated three cat
hundreds of wild and domestic
adoption centers located at pet stores
fowl are released into the
in Norwalk, Darien, and Stamford,
barnyard each morning, only to
specializing in hard-to-place adult
be followed moments later by
their four-footed friends.
cats. “We’ve probably adopted out
5,000 cats,” says Kim Foley, who volunteers with her husband, Kevin. “We had a hoarding situation last year
in White Plains where we took 49 cats out of a basement. It was pretty
horrific. They had a lot of medical problems.” Sadly, she says that’s not
unusual. “The cats we rescue need health exams, deworming, vaccinations, spay and neuter, microchip. We couldn’t do what we do without
Charlie and Janice Duffy.” The only fee Animal Nation charges is a
requested donation of $150 for cats, which is a fraction of the vet bills an
individual would pay otherwise.

A

nimal Nation’s growth has been driven by the need for its
services and made possible by the devotion of its volunteers. “Many, many of them work at Animal Nation more
than 40 hours a week. They really pour their hearts into
it,” Moore says. That goes for him, too. Moore, who lives in South Salem,
has a full-time job as an NYFD firefighter in the Bronx, a part-time job
as a vet tech, and still finds 60 to 80 hours a week to devote to Animal
Nation. Neither he nor anyone else on staff is paid for their work. Sleep
is mostly an afterthought.
The anonymous owners of a South Salem farm have allowed Animal
Nation to use their nine-acre property and barn for the last 14 years
at no cost. A neighbor this year added an abutting 10-acre farm on
the same basis. That’s where the wildlife and farm-animal rehabilitation take place and animals who can’t be released into the wild find
sanctuary. Those generous arrangements aren’t necessarily permanent,
however, and donors are sought to fund their purchase. Development
planning is underway for another 35 acres in Pound Ridge that was
deeded to Animal Nation last year by another anonymous donor, but its
ultimate use remains uncertain.
The only thing for sure is that rescue calls at Animal Nation never
stop. Neither does the need for financial support. A thousand birds and
animals must be fed, fences repaired, the light bill must be paid. The
organization’s annual operating budget is less than $100,000. Even with
all the donated care, vet bills last year ate up nearly half that amount.
Animal Nation doesn’t just provide a service; its very existence delivers a
message: “We point to the ducks and the pigs and the turkeys and the goats
who all live happily together,” Moore says. “None of them are like each
other, so we as people should be able to get along with each other, too.”
Volunteer Laurie Gandal says it another way: “People forget that we
are just one creature on earth, this big barnyard of life.”
Dave Donelson lives and writes in West Harrison amid a small menagerie of four
adult dogs, four puppies, and a cat who is above it all.
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Celebrate this holiday season – Reserve your holiday party at any location
We’re open for pick-up, delivery, catering, dine-in and outdoor dining!

Best Southern Restaurant
Readers Pick

COCKTAILS TO-GO!
We are on Uber Eats, Doordash & Grubhub!
Pickup, Curbside Pickup
& Free Local Delivery!

39 Marble Ave
Pleasantville, NY
914.618.3355
www.southern-table.com
_southerntable_
#birdlife

INDOOR AND OUTDOOR
DINING AVAILABLE

389 Elwood Avenue, Hawthorne, NY
at the Hawthorne Metro North Train Station

914.495.3944
www.offtherail.us
_ offtherail_
COMING SOON!
#railed
WOOD
BURNING
PIZZA

Breakfast-Sandwiches-Juice Bar

INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR
DINING AVAILABLE
WE ARE ON UBER EATS,
DOORDASH & GRUBHUB!

Monday to Friday
5:30am - 4pm
Saturday and Sunday
7am - 3pm

Best Outdoor Dining
Readers Pick

59 Marble Ave, Pleasantville, NY
914.747.2611
www.woodandfirepizza.com
118 Brook Street, Scarsdale
914.722.4854
Woodandfirepizza
#gotwood
COCKTAILS TO-GO! • WE ARE ON UBER EATS AND SLICE APP!
Pickup, Curbside Pickup & Free Local Delivery!

INDOOR AND
OUTDOOR
DINING AVAILABLE

AD southern table FP.indd 82

11/9/20 12:35 PM

eat drink
EDITED BY

MENU | TRENDING | DINING LISTINGS

PHOTO BY CLARENCE MOREY III

John Bruno
Turiano

PREVIEW

Cuban Handhelds
The filete de salmon, with arugula, tomato, and avocado, is one of nine bocadillos, or Spanish-style sandwiches,
on the menu at Tarrytown’s The Cube Inn. Turn the page to see what else there is to this new eatery focusing on Cuban cuisine.
www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 83

Eat&DrinkCover_Dec20.indd 83

11/6/20 9:49 AM

menu

A

Top to bottom: The Cube Inn is
but steps from The Tarrytown
Music Hall; Saffron rice with
roasted vegetables, peas, and
fresh cilantro make up the vegan
paella; a view of Main Street from
the front of the dining room

PHOTOS BY CLARENCE MOREY III (TOP, MIDDLE), JOHN BRUNO TURIANO (BOTTOM)

trip to Cuba in 2015 with his
brother David was the base
of inspiration for chef Bebe
Gonzalez’s The Cube Inn, a 40-seat restaurant he opened with wife, Megan, this
past August.
Gonzalez grew up in Tarrytown, but
his parents, uncle, and oldest brother were
born in Cuba. “[Cuban] people are full of
passion,” says Gonzalez. “There’s music and
dancing on every corner. I went into the
kitchens, talked to the chefs, and
though the resources are slim,
PREVIEW
they were inventive and made
The Cube Inn
a lot with a little. It was excit22 Main St, Tarrytown
ing to see.”
914.372.7974
In 2018, he put
www.thecubeinn.net
his 10-year-old Babalu’Q
Cuban-cuisine catering business on pause and started in
earnest to transform the space of the
Green Machine Laundromat he owned at
22 Main Street Tarrytown into a bastion of
Cuban food and drink.
They had been open just a few months
when the pandemic hit, which forced
a shutdown until reopening in August.
Despite the uncertain times, the couple
never considered not moving forward.
“It was this or nothing,” says Megan.
“We had no other plan or option, so we
knew we had to make this work.”
Bebe is a self-taught chef, with much of
the learning coming from family. He spent
summers as a young person helping out his
uncle David and aunt Reina at their two
restaurants in Miami. His father was once
executive chef at Westchester Country
Club and Sleepy Hollow Country Club.
“The first dish I made was picadillo at age
8 or 9 with my mom.”
No surprise the menu consists of all
family recipes. “The food is a culmination of cultures — French, Spanish,
African, Island,” says Bebe, who explains
the central ingredients of Cuban cuisine
include garlic, peppers, onions, tomatoes, lime, cumin, and slow-roasted and
marinated pork and chicken. Ropa vieja
(slow-roasted, shredded beef in a tomatobased sauce), camarones al ajillo (garlic
shrimp), and vegan paella are among their
most popular dishes.
There’s a late-night menu, too, 9 p.m. 2 a.m., offering empanadas, croquetas,
and wings. For dessert: mother Elaine
Gonzalez’s flan; to drink are red and
white sangrias with fresh fruit, or mojitos,
including the Flamingo (white rum,
strawberries, mint, lime, club soda).
Says Bebe, “We want people to feel they’ve
come into our house for a traditional
Cuban dinner.” —John Bruno Turiano
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TABLE MATTERS

Dining Scene News & Notes
The new, 70-seat Sea Flame Seafood & Steakhouse
PHOTO BY MEGHAN SPIRO PHOTOGRAPHY

(Vernon Place Shops, 709 White Plains Rd, Scarsdale; 914.874.5366;
www.seaflamerestaurant.com) is a big-city-style steakhouse with
dry-aged cuts, beautiful
seafood towers, house-made
steak sauce and dressings,
and an impressive Cali/Italiancentric wine list.
Fiamma Trattoria has closed,
and in its place is Osteria
Padre Pio (501 Halstead Ave,

SPIRITED

Apple Polishers

www.osteriapadrepio.com).

Hudson Valley apples shine in premium hard cider

and fresh ricotta; roasted wild

from Merchant’s Daughter in Purdys.
By Michelle Gillan Larkin

salmon with olives, tomatoes,

B

PHOTOS BY JOHN BRUNO TURIANO (TOP RIGHT), KATE PREVITE (BOTTOM RIGHT)

Mamaroneck; 914.380.8704;

elieving that New York State has the best apples and that
the cream of the crop are grown in the Hudson Valley, a
pair of Yorktown pals and self-described “corporate refugees” from Pepsi’s research-and-development department have
set out to craft the world’s best hard cider. “New York is Napa
for apples,” says Christine Sisler, CEO of Merchant’s Daughter in
Purdys. “It’s just a natural to take advantage of what we have here
in the Hudson Valley.” Plus, she admits, “I was a cider stalker.”
That said, Sisler knew little about how to make her beloved
drink. She enlisted her friend and former colleague, Dan O’Brien
— who spent a few years winemaking in New Zealand and the
Napa Valley — as chief cider maker, and together they began
studying local apples, taking classes, and learning the process
“from the root up.” Sisler even planted a small orchard on her
property, though it’ll be a few years before the trees bear fruit.
During the course of their research, they discovered that New
York State is not a big grower of cider apples, which are bittersweet or bittersharp, high
in tannins, sugar, and
Merchant’s Daughter
acidity, and generally conPurdys
sidered “spitters,” or ugly
www.merchantsdaughter.com
apples, as opposed to lush
eating, or “dessert apples.”
So, they began blending the juice of Crimson Gold cider apples
with crab apples, Arkansas Black and Northern Spy heirloom apples, and newer Honeycrisp and Jonagold varietals. “Our ciders
are fresh and modern,” says O’Brien, who ferments with a “wine
mentality,” resulting in a “clean and pure expression of the fruit.”
Late last fall, they sold their first bottle under the name
Merchant’s Daughter, which is a heartfelt nod to the succession
of young women who ran the 1850s general store in Purdys that
they renovated into their headquarters and taproom.
Today, three varieties of premium hard cider are produced:
dry, semi-dry, and Clara’s Reserve, which yields a creamy, sweeter, and spice-dappled finish, and they’re sold at most DeCicco
& Sons locations, Wegmans, and a handful of liquor stores
throughout the Hudson Valley. Each is a hearty 7% alcohol,
which Sisler insists has nothing to do with why she has become
even more “enthralled by the cider industry.”

Entrées include house-made
cavatelli with fava-bean pesto

capers, and mint; and a 14-oz
pork chop agrodolce.
Takeout Caribbean fare is on
order at The OXBox Kitchen
(691 E. Lincoln Ave, Mount
Vernon; 914.573.1653;
www.theoxboxkitchen.com). On the menu: a jerk New York strip, lobsterand-shrimp pasta, oxtail fries, and curry chicken or goat.
Meat the Greek (8 Mill Rd, Eastchester; 914.346.8664;
www.meatthegreekny.com) offers traditional Hellenic fare in a fast-casual
setting. Order the house-made sheftalia — lamb-and-pork sausage —
or one of the 8-oz burgers made from a certified Angus chuck, rib, and
brisket blend.
Scheduled to have opened by issue publication, in the space that once
housed Sofrito, is Colombian House (175 Main St, White Plains), a sibling
to the original in New Rochelle. Dishes to try include churrasco (grilled
skirt steak), grilled chicken with shrimp in a garlic-butter sauce, and
salmon in mango sauce.
The ninth location of DeCicco & Sons opened in Eastchester (777 White
Plains Rd; 914.704.3220; www.deciccoandsons.com/eastchester). The
30,000 sq. ft. store has an onsite bar and pub featuring a burger-andbarbecue menu, coffee bar, fresh juice bar, and — a first at a DeCicco
& Sons — a create-your-own-bowls concept where proteins such as
Mediterranean sirloin steak or pineapple teriyaki chicken are served over
quinoa, soba noodles, salad, or rice.
Levain Bakery (www.levainbakery.com), one of NYC’s best and
especially known for superb,
oversized cookies, is now
selling frozen, fully baked
cookies at area Whole
Foods (Chappaqua, Port
Chester, White Plains,
Yonkers). Flavors include
two-chip chocolate chip, dark
chocolate peanut butter chip,
oatmeal raisin, and chocolate
chip walnut. —JBT
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF GEOFF RUDAW

Clockwise from far left:
Executive Chef Geoff
Rudaw has many
strong partnerships
with New York State
farms and purveyors;
white balsamic-glazed
scallops with beluga
lentils, saffronpoached fennel, and
heirloom cauliflower;
roasted chicken
breast with Merlot
sauce, Okinawa sweet
potato, and heirloom
array of rainbow
carrots, cucamelons,
and golden cauliflower

W
Top Chef
FARE WELL

Shuffle

The Plaza’s furloughed chef
offers Westchesterites a taste of
five-star dining — at home.

hen The Plaza Hotel in Midtown
Manhattan cancelled all its events
for 2020 amid the growing coronavirus pandemic, Executive Chef Geoff Rudaw
found himself in the same hot water as many of
his industry colleagues: out of work and without
a paycheck. “I usually cook for 400 to 500 events
per year,” says Rudaw, who lives in Pelham and
has been furloughed since mid-March.
Five years at The Plaza and a quartercentury making culinary magic in top hotels
across the city, Rudaw quickly concocted a
recipe to stay afloat. “I could bring The Plaza
experience to people in Westchester.”
With the summertime debut of the
Westchester Culinary Society (www.westchester
culinarysociety.com), Rudaw began offering small, in-home classes on restaurant-style
cooking, plus catering, private-chef services,
and ready-made meals complete with reheating directions and photos of how food should
be arranged on the plate. “I provide a premium
product with a focus on presentation,” he says.
Westchester foodies (mostly families) have
enjoyed the privilege of feasting on prized
Plaza dishes, like cornflake-crusted crab cakes

with shaved vegetables and Creole remoulade;
grilled Portuguese octopus with saffron aioli
accompanied by marinated chick peas and frisée in romesco sauce; and the signature Long
Island duck breast with Burgundy-braised red
cabbage and pommes Anna, finished with a
Valrhona chocolate-orange sauce.
Believing no dinner is done without dessert,
Rudaw also provides Plaza sweets, like chocolate
carrot cake, truffles, cranberry cookies, or pâte
de fruit. “But if a customer wants ribs and french
fries, I’ll deliver ribs and french fries,” he says.
Either way, most ingredients are locally
sourced, though he also relies on trusted purveyors outside the area. “There’s a farm I love
in Ohio that sends me exotic things, like cuca–
melons [miniature watermelons], radishes the
size of a quarter, and tomatoes half the size of
a dime.”
Rudaw is due back at work sometime in the
new year, but he wouldn’t be surprised if Plaza
events remain on hold until at least the spring.
This means that Westchester foodies have that
much more time to enjoy fare from one of the
world’s most famous and exclusive kitchens in
the comfort of their own homes. —MGL
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CHINESE FOOD

Chinese Food 2.0

Beyond beef and broccoli, chefs across Westchester are introducing patrons to the bold
tastes and rich traditions of authentic Chinese cuisine. BY MICHELLE GILLAN LARKIN

(Top row, from left):
Soup dumplings
at O Mandarin;
Peking-style pork
ribs at Mister Chen;
seafood shumai at
Aberdeen; (bottom
row, from left): dry
pot-style chicken
at Fantasy Cuisine;
twice-cooked
fairy-tale eggplants
at Goosefeather;
chicken and
broccoli at Chigo

T

here was a time when egg rolls, spare ribs, wonton
soup, chicken chow mein, and, of course, fortune
cookies defined Chinese food. More often than not,
the options were greasy, fatty, overly salty, and much too
sweet. Sure, it was filling, but only for a little while.
Today, more and more of Westchester’s Chinese restaurants
have been upping their eat-in and takeout games, offering discerning diners an enriching bounty of elevated and authentic
cuisine that dances circles around simple, Americanized egg
foo young. In most cases, selections are fresher, healthier, and
intensely flavorful, too, with everything from appetizers to
dessert closely tied to the regional culinary traditions of China.
And for those who can’t end a meal without a tiny paper peek
at the future, fortune cookies are still there for the asking.

O Mandarin

361 N Central Ave, Hartsdale
www.omandarin.com
It’s all about the spice at this strip-mall-sensation, where
owner Peter Liu serves up the bold flavors of his native
inland China. “We use a lot of chilis, garlic, and ginger in
Mandarin cooking,” which, he says, centers around meatforward dishes and river and lake seafood, like rock shrimp.
Crispy-skinned, organic Peking duck with fresh cucumber
and flour crepes is Liu’s signature entrée, and the pork
shank with wild peppercorn and potato is also “Mandarin
food at its best.” Soup dumplings are a quintessential must,
and the dry chili chicken with cilantro and sesame is a solid
representation of the powerful taste-punch of the region.

Mister Chen

265 Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck
www.misterchenny.com
Although Taiwanese-born Paul Chen grew up in New
Jersey for the most part, he lived in Hong Kong as a young
adult and spent time traveling to important cities throughout Asia, learning the secrets of regional cooking. Today,
Chen’s menu reflects not so much Asian-fusion fare but
rather “Chinese collaboration cuisine,” as he calls it, with
knowledge and know-how collected from every corner
of his native country, including: Shanghai steamed soup
dumplings; Peking-style pork ribs, a staple in Beijing;
and three-cup chicken, a nod to his native Taiwan. “This
is a new concept,” he says, “very different from old-school
Chinese food, which is all the same stuff.”

Aberdeen Cantonese Restaurant
3 Barker Ave, White Plains
www.aberdeenwhiteplains.com

Believing that “one sauce does not fit all,” Hong Kong’s
Ricky Ho runs a restaurant where “every dish is cooked to
order, and 40 to 50 ingredients make 100 different tastes.”
This is the home of what Americans consider traditional
Chinese comfort food (cooked in the Cantonese style), only
here it’s less salty, less greasy, and bursting with flavor despite the lack of burn-the-tongue spice. The dumplingloaded dim sum cart, which rivals those that roll in Hong
Kong, is the main draw; however, it’s been stuck in park
since COVID.

O MANDARIN PHOTO BY DOUG SCHNIEIDER; MISTER CHEN PHOTO COURTESY OF MISTER CHEN; ABERDEEN PHOTO BY DOUG SCHNEIDER;
FANTASY CUISINE PHOTO COURTESY OF FANTASY CUISINE; GOOSEFEATHER PHOTO COURTESY OF ALL GOOD; CHIGO PHOTO BY SANDRO DECARVALHO
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Fantasy Cuisine

20 N Central Ave, Hartsdale
www.fantasycuisine.com
With her mother in the kitchen
making the sauces and a chef from the
Sichuan region of China doing most
everything else, owner IWen Chen
leads the charge to immerse diners in
the zip, zing, and rich variety of authentic Sichuan cuisine. “The tastes
and aromas are very different from
typical Cantonese takeout,” she says.
Spicy chili oil seasons just about every
dish, from cold Chengdu mung bean
jelly noodles to spicy roasted whole
fish and signature “dry pot-style”
chicken, fish fillet, or beef that’s stirfried with vegetables and lotus root in
spicy hot pepper sauce and served in
a wok.

Goosefeather

Tarrytown House Estate,
49 E Sunnyside Ln, Tarrytown
www.goosefeatherny.com
Chicago-born and the son of
Filipino immigrants, Chef Dale Talde
has managed to corner the market on
Cantonese-style staples that he kicks
up a notch and serves with a current
yet an imaginative and unexpected
twist. Near-weightless dumplings and
noodles, and Cantonese barbecue take
center stage on a menu that reads like a
foodie’s adventure novel, with dry-aged
beef and black truffles making frequent
appearances. “Cantonese fare emphasizes fresh and seasonal ingredients,”
says Talde, which explains why grilled
delicata squash and Brussels sprouts
with lady apples mingle seamlessly
with Kung Pao chicken and Cantonese
roast duck.

Chigo

58 Saw Mill River Rd, Hawthorne
www.eatchigo.com
Forever a fan of classic Chinese comfort food but dismayed that it wasn’t
keeping pace with consumer healthyeating habits, Jody Pennette founded
this takeout-and-delivery-only upmarket hotbed of organic, locally raised,
wild, grass-fed, chemical-free Chinese
cooking. The menu consists of the standards, artfully “refreshed with modern
relevance and American-chef sensibilities.” He explains, “We use tangerine in
our orange beef and singe the peel.” In
addition, authentic Chinese chickenand-duck roasting ovens beckon nothing but farm-quality birds and yield the
healthiest pint of chicken and broccoli
this side of the Yangtze.

MODERNE BARN | CITY LIMITS DINER
OCEANA | MOLYVOS | OUSIA

www.LivanosRestaurantGroup.com
LivanosRestaurants

LivanosRG
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NOTE: At press time, restaurants were able to offer interior sit-down dining at 50% capacity.
Outdoor dining is available at certain restaurants (contact restaurants directly to check outdoor dining status).
Some are open for delivery and/or pickup, which we have indicated at the end of each listing.

BY

Michelle
Gillan
Larkin

KEY TO SYMBOLS
UPDATE We note any significant changes.
$ Average entrée $14 or less
$$ Average entrée between $15 and $21
$$$ Average entrée between $22 and $27
$$$$ Average entrée $28 or more
TOP Top Restaurant from our
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December 2017 cover feature

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
Reviewers judge restaurants in three categories:
Food, Service, and Atmosphere. Reviewers dine
anonymously and make at least two visits.

★★★★ Excellent ★★★ Good ★★ Average ★ Poor
Prices, hours, and specialties are provided by the
restaurants and are subject to change. Calling to
confirm days and hours is recommended. Restaurants
accept major credit cards unless otherwise noted.
Some of the restaurants in this guide are Westchester
Magazine advertisers.

THE GREEKISH Mediterranean $$-$$$
From Chef Constantine Kalandranis, who has
transformed 273 Kitchen (Harrison) and 8
North Broadway (Nyack), come a duo of meze
and ouzo bars offering Greek-style tapas,
including dips, cheeses, hot and cold
vegetables, pita, and more — at an affordable
price point. 273 Halstead Ave, Harrison;
914.732.3333; 8 N Broadway, Nyack;
845.353.1200; www.273kitchen.com
Pickup/Delivery
140 GRAND American $$
Expect American cuisine focusing on housesmoked meats, sandwiches of pork belly,
brisket, and buttermilk-brined fried chicken,
along with burgers that include one topped
with fig jam and another smothered in peanut
butter. 140 Grand St, Croton-on-Hudson;
914.271.1127; www.140grand.com
Pickup/Delivery

Ardsley
LA CATENA Italian $$$
The menu at this white-tablecloth Italian restaurant
features classic Italian antipasti, pastas, and entrées,
plus homemade desserts. 871 Saw Mill River Rd,
Ardsley; 914.231.9260; www.lacatenaardsley.com
Pickup/Delivery
L’INIZIO Italian $$$$
Husband-wife team Scott and Heather
Fratangelo run the kitchen at this Modern
Italian restaurant serving creative appetizers and
some of the county’s best pastas. 698 Saw Mill River
Rd, Ardsley; 914.693.5400; www.liniziony.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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New This Month
to Our Listings

FORTINA, ARMONK

Armonk
AMORE Italian $$
The Mazzotta family creates simple Italian dishes —
brick-oven-style pizza, traditional pastas — in downtown
Armonk. The outdoor terrace, with its nearby stream and
working garden, is one of the county’s most scenic
dining spots. 1 Kent Pl, Armonk; 914.273.3535;
www.amorearmonk.com Pickup/Delivery

BEEHIVE RESTAURANT Continental $$$
Set in a modern country house with an open kitchen, this
restaurant offers comfort fare along with Greek and
Continental specialties, and a popular daily breakfast.
Outdoor seating available. 30 Old Rte 22, Armonk;
914.765.0688; www.beehive-restaurant.com Pickup
FORTINA Italian/Pizza $$
Homegrown celebrity chef Christian Petroni
runs this mini-empire of buzzy wood-fired
restaurants (with an additional location in Stamford)
serving expertly roasted vegetables, fresh pastas, and
thin-crust pizzas (try the truffle-topped Luigi Bianco).
17 Maple Ave, Armonk; 914.273.0900; 136 S Ridge St,
Rye Brook; 914.937.0900;1086 N Broadway, Yonkers;
914.358.3595; www.fortinapizza.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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KOKU Japanese $$$
The sleek sushi bar at KOKU offers an extensive
selection of sashimi and rolls, including weekly specials
from Tokyo’s famous Tsukiji Fish Market. 454 Main St,
Armonk; 914.730.0077; www.kokujapanese.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP

MODERNE BARN
New American $$$$
Chef Ethan Kostbar uses natural, local
ingredients at this New American restaurant with
Mediterranean touches from the Livanos Restaurant
Group (City Limits Diner). $20 two-course express
lunch. 430 Bedford Rd, Armonk; 914.730.0001;
www.modernebarn.com Pickup/Delivery
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Bedford
BEDFORD 234 New American $$$
Food HHH Service HHH½ Atmosphere HHH
(09/15) More than 20 local farms and purveyors
supply the ingredients for the globally inspired
seasonal comfort food served at this chic Bedford
restaurant. Reservations are not accepted. 635 Old
Post Rd, Bedford; 914.234.5656; www.bedford234.com
Pickup
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Briarcliff Manor

“A New dining experience
with old friends.”

105-TEN BAR & GRILL American $$$
Like sisters Urban Hamlet in Bronxville and
Pleasantville’s 105 Seventy Bar & Grill,
105-Ten offers elevated burgers, sandwiches, and
salads, with entrées of lobster mac ’n’ cheese,
braised short ribs, and sesame-crusted ahi tuna
tacos in a modern, upscale-pub setting. 127
Woodside Ave, Briarcliff Manor; 914.236.3651;
www.105ten.com Pickup/Delivery

SQUIRE’S Pub $$
Burgers and classic steaks are the thing to order
at this tavern, serving the local community since
1967. Amex credit cards only. 94 N State Rd, Briarcliff
Manor; 914.762.3376; www.squiresofbriarcliff.com
Pickup

Bronxville
GORDY’S BURGER HOUSE American $$
Family-owned for more than 50 years, this intimate
burger joint serves up char-grilled Angus beef, strip
steaks, Buffalo wings, and broiled salmon, among
other dishes. 502 New Rochelle Rd, Bronxville;
914.664.8974; www.gordysburgerhouse.com
Pickup/Delivery
IL BACIO TRATTORIA Italian $$
At this longstanding neighborhood gem offering many
regional Italian specialties, the standouts include
fettuccine with crumbled sausage, shiitake
mushrooms, and ricotta salata; veal Milanese; pizza;
and the ever-popular panzanella salad. 1 Park Pl,
Bronxville; 914.337.4100; www.ristorantelucia.com/
il-bacio-trattoria Pickup

Chappaqua
CRABTREE’S KITTLE HOUSE
New American $$$$
Locally sourced ingredients star in seasonal
dishes offered in the formal dining room and elevated
bar food at the Old World Tap Room. The Grand
Award-winning wine cellar houses 40,000+ bottles.
11 Kittle Rd, Chappaqua; 914.666.8044;
www.crabtreeskittlehouse.com Pickup

TOP
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Gordo’s North

IBIZA KITCHEN Spanish $ (tapas)/$$ (entrées)
Food ★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★ (07/19)
At this tapas-centric Chappaqua spot from the
owners of Ibiza Tapas in Danbury, the shareable
small plates include plenty of clearly designated
vegan and vegetarian options. Closed Mon. 76 King
St, Chappaqua; 914.458.5044; www.ibizakitchen.net
Pickup/Delivery

Cross River
BACIO TRATTORIA Italian $$$
Expect homemade pastas, fish dishes (e.g., seared
Atlantic salmon and boneless grilled trout), and
salads at this quaint eatery. Closed Mon.
12 North Salem Rd, Cross River; 914.763.2233;
www.baciotrattoria.com Pickup/Delivery

Croton-on-Hudson
TOP

OCEAN HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Self-taught chef Brian Galvin transformed
a tiny diner into this 30-seat, dinner-only
oyster bar and grill with an emphasis on New
England-style seafood dishes. Call after 4:30 p.m.
for same-day reservations. Closed Sun and Mon.
49 N Riverside Ave, Croton-on-Hudson; 914.271.0702;
www.oceanhouseoysterbar.com Pickup

32

Sunday Brunch
Happy Hour Specials Tuesday thru Friday
Wednesday Trivia Night
NFL Football Specials
Spacious party room available
for your next private event

Please vote us Best of Westchester
1006 Broadway, Thornwood,New York 10594
914.579.2610 • www.gordosnorth.com
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Dobbs Ferry
SUSHI MIKE’S Japanese $$
Hugely popular for its special sushi rolls (the Out of
Control is a favorite), this neighborhood Japanese
restaurant is often packed. 146 Main St, Dobbs Ferry;
914.591.0054; www.sushimikes.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP

THE COOKERY Italian $$$
This progressive Italian restaurant from Chef
David DiBari serves some of the county’s
most creative fare, with an emphasis on pork, fresh
pasta, and offal. Closed Mon. 39 Chestnut St, Dobbs
Ferry; 914.305.2336; www.thecookeryrestaurant.com
Pickup/Delivery
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THE PARLOR Pizza $$
The brick-and-mortar incarnation of the
popular DoughNation pizza truck, here
is where you look for a selection of unique pizzas,
featuring house-made ingredients, plus wood-fired
appetizers, wine on tap, and house-bottled cocktails.
Closed Mon. 14 Cedar St, Dobbs Ferry; 914.478.8200;
www.theparlordf.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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THE RARE BIT Gastropub $$$
Chef Evan Kalogiannis offers comfort food and a
handful of British-inspired offerings. Vegan and glutenfree options available. Closed Mon.
23 Cedar St, Dobbs Ferry; 914.693.8000;
www.therarebitdf.com Pickup/Delivery

Eastchester
TOP BURRATA Pizza $$
Some of the county’s best Neapolitan
pies come from this Eastchester pizzeria
that’s also home to excellent pasta and well-crafted
cocktails. 425 White Plains Rd, Eastchester;
914.337.3700; www.burratapizza.com Pickup/Delivery
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GIGANTE RESTAURANT & BAR
New American $$$$
From the same group that brought us Mulino’s of
Westchester, Gigante serves up Italian-influenced, New
American cuisine. Closed Mon. 660 White Plains Rd,
Eastchester; 914.961.1001; www.giganterestaurant.com
Pickup/Delivery
PIPER’S KILT Pub $
A county institution, this classic pub serves cold pints,
ethereal onion rings, and pretty-near-perfect burgers.
Kitchen open daily until midnight. 433 White Plains
Rd, Eastchester; 914.779.5772; www.piperskilt.com
Pickup
POLPETTINA Italian $$
On the menu: eggplant chips with wildflower
honey, thin-crust and grandma-style pizza,
and pasta in truffle carbonara or white Bolognese.
102 Fisher Ave, Eastchester; 914.961.0061;
www.polpettina.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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Elmsford
RAASA Indian $$
Translating to the “essence of life,” RaaSa offers Indian
cuisine from New Delhi native Chef Peter Beck. Dishes
include tandoori shrimp, korma lazeez (grilled chicken
simmered in saffron cashew sauce), and murgh
anarkali (ground chicken patties in green masala
sauce). 145 E Main St, Elmsford; 914.347.7890;
www.raasany.com Pickup/Delivery
SHIRAZ KITCHEN Persian $$$
Named for the Iranian city, Shiraz serves dishes
representative of the region, including saffron chicken
kebab and rainbow trout with dill-and-fava-bean
basmati rice. Closed Mon. 83 E Main St, Elmsford;
914.345.6111; www.shirazkitchen.com Pickup

THE WHITLOCK, KATONAH

Harrison
WELLINGTON’S GRILL American $$$
Three cuts of prime rib are among the specialties at
this Harrison stalwart. Expect other American
standards, too, like burgers, dry-rubbed ribs, and fresh
lobster rolls. 110 Halstead Ave, Harrison; 914.315.1532;
www.wellingtonsgrill.com Pickup/Delivery

Hartsdale
GRANITA CUCINA & BAR Italian $$$
This restaurant from Eight Ten Hospitality Group
offers Modern Italian fare, including fresh pasta,
wood-fired pizza, and entrées like branzino and pork
Milanese. 202 E Hartsdale Ave, Hartsdale;
914.725.8420; www.granitany.com Pickup/Delivery
O MANDARIN Chinese $$
Food ★★ Service ★★ Atmosphere ★★★ (03/18
Crispy-skinned Peking duck, scallion bubble pancakes,
and thousand-layer tofu, are among the menu highlights
at this 2019 Best of Westchester-winning Mandarin
restaurant with transporting interior design. 361 N Central
Ave, Hartsdale; 914.437.9168; www.omandarin.com
Pickup/Delivery
PAS-TINA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$
For more than 25 years, family-owned Pas-Tina’s has
been offering Italian fare in a warm environment. The
menu features an extensive pasta list, chicken (try the
chicken Tina), veal, and seafood dishes, and housemade desserts. 155 S Central Ave, Hartsdale;
914.997.7900; www.pas-tinas.com Pickup/Delivery
VEGA MEXICAN Mexican $
In this modern space, expect traditional Mexican dishes,
like tacos, chimichangas, fajitas, and burritos. Signature
meals include chili rellenos and carnitas. 189 E Hartsdale
Ave, Hartsdale; 914.723.0010; www.vegamexican.com
Pickup/Delivery

Hastings-on-Hudson
BORO6 Wine Bar $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½
Atmosphere ★★★ (05/17)
Inspired by trips to Italy, restaurant vet
Paul Molakides and Jennifer Aaronson
(formerly an editor for Martha
Stewart) opened this enoteca, with
more than 30 wines by the glass and
light, simple plates. Closed Mon. 549
Warburton Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson;
914.231.9200; www.boro6winebar.com
Pickup/Delivery
HARVEST ON HUDSON Italian
$$$$
Boasting stellar Hudson River views,
this elegant restaurant offers
traditional Italian fare. The menu
includes seafood towers, Hudson
Valley rabbit scarpariello, and risotto
made with spicy sausage, shrimp, and
caciocavallo. 1 River St, Hastings-onHudson; 914.478.2800;
www.harvesthudson.com Pickup
SAINT GEORGE French
$$$$
At this contemporary French
bistro from Chef Chris Vergara
(Harper’s in Dobbs Ferry), don’t miss
the all-French wine list and absinthe
fountain. Closed Mon. 155 Southside
Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.478.1671;
www.saintgeorgebistro.com
Pickup/Delivery
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SAKURA GARDEN JAPANESE Japanese $$
Find authentic Japanese at this Rivertown gem,
offering high-quality hibachi, sushi, sashimi, and
more. 531 Warburton Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson;
914.478.1978; www.sakurahastings.com
Pickup/Delivery

Hawthorne
THREE LITTLE PIGS BBQ Barbecue $
Marc Mazzarulli, formerly of Opus 465 and Marc
Charles Steakhouse in Armonk, is the chef of this
’cue joint serving dry-rubbed meats and classic
sides. Mazzarulli also runs catering company
Wild Westchester BBQ. Closed Sun and Mon.
481 Commerce St, Hawthorne; 914.747.2480;
www.threelittlepigsbbqofhawthorne.com
Pickup/Delivery
TRAMONTO Italian $$$
This Hawthorne mainstay located right off
the Saw Mill River Parkway offers a selection of
pasta, pizza, salad, and dinners like short ribs
braised in pomegranate juice, veal marsala, and
brick-pressed roasted chicken. 27 Saw Mill River Rd,
Hawthorne; 914.347.8220; www.tramontos.com
Pickup/Delivery

Irvington
CHUTNEY MASALA Indian $$
The popular Indian bistro from Chef
Navjot Arora boasts a menu that
features tried-and-true options, like a myriad of
curries. 76 Main St, Irvington; 914.591.5500;
www.chutneymasala.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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MIMA VINOTECA Italian $$$$
The owners of Zuppa in Yonkers run this
trattoria serving Italian “home cooking”
and some of the county’s best salumi. 20 wines
offered by the glass. 63 Main St, Irvington;
914.591.1300; www.mimarestaurant.com
Pickup/Delivery

32

MP TAVERNA Greek $$$
Michael Psilakis is the award-winning
executive chef at this Modern Greek
restaurant in Irvington. Traditional roasted whole
lamb, goat, suckling pig, and more available with
five-days’ notice. 1 Bridge St, Irvington;
914.231.7854; www.michaelpsilakis.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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SAMBAL Thai/Malay $$
Chef-owner Navjot Arora operates this Southeast
Asian restaurant with a handful of Malaysian
plates and unobstructed Hudson River views.
4 W Main St, Irvington; 914.478.2700;
www.sambalny.com Pickup/Delivery

Katonah
JAY STREET CAFÉ All-Day Café $$
From the owners of The Whitlock comes this
casual café, with offerings like challah French toast
and grapefruit brûlée for breakfast and flattop
patty burgers for lunch. Closed Mon and Tue.
63 Katonah Ave, Katonah; 914.488.9700;
www.jaystreetcafe.com Pickup
PEPPINO’S RISTORANTE Northern Italian $$$
Lots of regulars come to this family-owned
(since 1991) restaurant to sit at candlelit tables
and dine on dishes like veal Sorrentino and steak
pizzaiola. 116 Katonah Ave, Katonah; 914.232.3212;
www.peppinosristorante.com Pickup
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TENGDA ASIAN BISTRO
Pan-Asian $$$
Sushi, poke, and sashimi share menu
space with seafood-curry hot pots,
crispy duck, and stir-fried noodles at
this bistro. Closed Mon. 286 Katonah
Ave, Katonah; 914.232.3900;
www.tengdakatonah.com Pickup

NONNA CAROLA, MAMARONECK

THE WHITLOCK
New American $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★
Atmosphere ★★★ ½ (02/18)
The Cookery alums Matt and
Christina Safarowic serve seasonal,
locally sourced fare, including silky
pastas, bone-marrow-laced French
onion soup, and crispy pork belly at
this neighborhood restaurant.

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

Closed Mon.
17 Katonah Ave, Katonah;
914.232.8030;
www.thewhitlockny.com Pickup

Larchmont
BILLY & PETE’S SOCIAL
American/Pizza $$
The mission at B&P’s is “honest
food and great drinks” centered
around Detroit-style and grilled
pizza, salads, cast-iron meatballs,
and handcrafted cocktails. Don’t
miss the mini-donuts on the weekends. 112 Myrtle Blvd,
Larchmont; 914.909.5289;
www.billyandpetes.com Pickup
CORIANDER MODERN INDIAN
Indian $$$
This stylish restaurant features locally
sourced ingredients and bold Indian flavors,
plus craft beer and organic wines. Closed Mon.
154 Larchmont Ave, Larchmont; 914.235.1306;
www.corianderny.com Pickup

TOP
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DURIAN Thai $$$
Named for the pungent Asian fruit, Durian
serves authentic Thai cuisine (less sticky
sugar, more bright acidity) featuring lesser-known
ingredients, such as sweet sticky rice with its
namesake fruit. Closed Mon. 147 Chatsworth Ave,
Larchmont; 914.833.1900; www.durianthaifood.com
Pickup/Delivery
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LA LA TAQUERIA Taqueria $
Enjoy tacos, quesadillas, and margs at this Los
Angeles-style taqueria, which features communal
picnic tables and a chill ambience. Closed Mon.
150 Larchmont Ave, Larchmont; 914.834.2244;
www.lalataqueria.com Pickup/Delivery
VINTAGE 1891 KITCHEN American $$$
This new Larchmont eatery offers vegan options, fish
dishes like lobster paella, meat dishes including
Cabernet-braised beef short ribs, and house-made
desserts. Closed Mon-Wed. 2098 Boston Post Rd,
Larchmont; 914.834.9463;www.vintage1891kitchen.com
Pickup/Delivery

Mamaroneck
IL CASTELLO Mediterranean/Italian $$$
Expect homemade pastas and elaborate table
presentations at this Italian restaurant, located a
stone’s throw from the Mamaroneck Metro-North
Station. Prix-fixe $20.95 lunch. Closed Mon.
576 Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck; 914.777.2200;
www.ilcastello.com Pickup/Delivery

LE PROVENÇAL BISTRO French $$$
This bistro seating 80 serves French classics like duck
confit, beef Bourguignon, and venison medallions.
Save room for the crème brûlée and tarte Tatin.
436 Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck; 914.777.2324;
www.provencalbistro.com Pickup/Delivery
MAPLE & ROSE All-Day Cafe $$
Food HHH Service HH½ Atmosphere HH (03/20)
Previously an upscale catering company, Maple &
Rose serves breakfast, lunch, and dinner at its new
café, open daily. The menus reflect seasonal dishes
and include local ingredients. 690 Mamaroneck Ave,
Mamaroneck; 914.222.4151; www.maplerosecafe.com
Pickup/Delivery
MODERN ON THE RAILS Italian $$$
The owners of Modern in New Rochelle put their own
spin on Italian stalwarts (Wagyu beef meatballs,
chipotle calamari) at this 140-seat restaurant in the
space that was formerly Club Car. 1 Station Plz,
Mamaroneck; 914.777.9300; www.modernontherails.com
Pickup/Delivery
NONNA CAROLA Italian $$$$
Food★★★ Service★★★½ Atmosphere★★★½
(02/20) Chef-owner Gustavo Galvao, formerly of
Trattoria Dell’Arte in Manhattan, heads up this highclass Italian restaurant, which boasts exemplary service
and flavorful dishes, like pappardelle Bolognese and
cauliflower arrosto. Closed Mon. 211 Mamaroneck Ave,
Mamaroneck, 914.899.3130; www.nonnacarola.com
Pickup/Delivery

Mount Kisco
BADAGEONI GEORGIAN KITCHEN Georgian $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (04/20)
For flavorful cuisine typical of a country that straddles
the border between Europe and Asia, check out this
Mount Kisco eatery. Try the adjaruli, a traditional
open-faced cheese boat, and the stewed lamb dish,
chakapuli. 26-28 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.864.1666;
www.badageonigeorgiankitchen.com Pickup/Delivery

EXIT 4 FOOD HALL Eclectic $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(10/16)
The food-hall trend thrives in Mount Kisco, with 11
stations, serving everything from wood-fired pizzas to
barbecue to sushi (plus craft beers and nitro coffee at
X4 on Tap). 153 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.241.1200;
www.exit4foodhall.com Pickup/Delivery
LOCALI Italian $$
From the Village Social Restaurant Group (Pubstreet,
Village Social) comes this Italo-centric spot. Try the
fusilli à la vodka or Snake Oil pizza (San Marzano
tomatoes, capicola, fior di latte). Closed Mon.
2 Kirby Plz, Mount Kisco; 914.242.0100;
www.localipizzabar.com Pickup/Delivery
VILLAGE SOCIAL New American $$$
Chef Mogan Anthony serves wood-fired pizzas,
Asian-inflected appetizers, pasta, and sandwiches at
these buzzed-about eateries with popular bar scenes.
The Mount Kisco location has an outdoor patio.
Rye location closed Mon. 251 E Main St, Mount Kisco;
914.864.1255; 67 Purchase St, Rye; 914.612.4267;
www.villagesocialkb.com Pickup/Delivery

Mount Vernon
JOHNNY’S PIZZERIA Pizza $$
Open since the ’40s, Johnny’s old-school,
thin-crust pies are some of the best pizza
north of NYC. No slices; cash only. Closed Sun and
Mon. 30 W Lincoln Ave, Mount Vernon; 914.668.1957;
www.johnnys1942.com Pickup

TOP
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New Rochelle
ALVIN & FRIENDS Southern/Caribbean $$$
This contemporary spot in downtown New Rochelle
serves Southern soul food with a Caribbean flair,
including a Best of Westchester-winning fried chicken
with braised collards. Live entertainment several nights
a week. Closed Mon. 14 Memorial Hwy,
New Rochelle; 914.654.6549;
www.alvinandfriendsrestaurant.com Pickup/Delivery
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MARIA RESTAURANT Italian $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(06/19)
From the owners of Fratelli and Pop’s Espresso Bar,
Maria offers Modern Italian fare, like gnocchi with
oxtail ragù and seared scallops in porcini agrodolce.
Closed Sun. 11 Huguenot St, New Rochelle;
914.636.0006; www.marianewrochelle.com
Pickup/Delivery

polpettina

real food. globally inspired. locally sourced.

NOMA SOCIAL Tapas $$$
In the lobby of the Radisson Hotel, this 125-seat
hotspot serves a menu of mostly small plates.
Late-night dining until 2 a.m. Fri and Sat. 1 Radisson Plz,
New Rochelle; 914.576.4141; www.nomasocial.com
Pickup/Delivery

North Salem
ONE TWENTY ONE New American $$$$
This Beck Bolender venue brings a little contemporary flair to the area’s verdant farmland,
with a menu of locally sourced (many ingredients come
from the county) dishes. 2 Dingle Ridge Rd, North Salem;
914.669.0121; www.121restaurant.com Pickup/Delivery
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PRIMAVERA ITALIAN $$$$
Located in what was known as the 1864 House, this
white-tablecloth restaurant serves up fare like spinach
ravioli, gnocchi Bolognese, chicken scarp, and Australian
rack of lamb. 592 Rte 22, Croton Falls; 914.277.4580;
www.primaveraitalian.squarespace.com Pickup/Delivery
PURDY’S FARMER & THE FISH
Seafood $$$$
Housed in a historic 18th-century farmhouse
and surrounded by four acres of terraced farmland that
supply the restaurant, Farmer & the Fish serves a
seafood-and-produce-heavy menu. 100 Titicus Rd,
North Salem; 914.617.8380; www.farmerandthefish.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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Ossining
CRAVIN JAMAICAN CUISINE Jamaican $
Offering breakfast, lunch, and dinner, Cravin serves up
authentic Jamaican cuisine. Dishes include escovitch
fish, curry goat, oxtail, fried chicken, various jerk
offerings, and Rasta Pasta. 109 Main St, Ossining;
914.432.7776; www.cravinjc.com Pickup/Delivery
MELIKE TURKISH CUISINE Turkish $$
Expect fresh Turkish cuisine here, with locally sourced
ingredients. Mains include eggplant moussaka, sautéed
lamb, and chicken with curry. Closed Mon. 121 Main St,
Ossining; 914.502.0651; www.melikeossining.com
Pickup/Delivery

Peekskill

EASTCHESTER
102 Fisher Ave.
Eastchester, NY
(914) 961-0061
@polpettinapizza
www.polpettina.com

Add a Personal
Engraving to a
bottle of
Blue Label for
only $199 with
FREE DELIVERY.

Need Gifts for a Group or Clients?
Our Experts are Ready to Help You.
Email Us at GIFTS@WestchesterWine.com

APROPOS Mediterranean $$$$
Located at The Abbey Inn in the former St. Mary’s
Convent, this new restaurant overlooking the Hudson
offers Mediterranean-inspired dishes, utilizing local
ingredients, such as crispy chicken with warm heirloom
beans and Hudson Valley rib-eye in anchovy butter.
900 Fort Hill Rd, Peekskill; 914.739.3546;
www.aproposrestaurant.com Pickup
FIN & BREW New American $$$$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★½ (03/19
Captain Lawrence brewer Scott Vaccaro and
Peekskill restaurateurs John Sharp and Louie Lanza
co-own this riverfront restaurant serving a seafoodheavy menu at the Charles Point entertainment
complex. Closed Mon to Wed. 5 John Walsh Blvd,
Peekskill; 914.788.4555; www.finandbrew.com
Pickup

53 Tarrytown Road, White Plains, NY
914 - 824 - 1400
Order Online @ WestchesterWine.com

FREE HOME & OFFICE DELIVERY, 7-DAYS A WEEK. Minimum purchase required.
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VIETNAM'S CENTRAL, SCARSDALE

Pleasantville
LITTLE MUMBAI MARKET Indian $
With décor as exciting as the food, Little
Mumbai serves up crêpes and Indian fare in
the heart of Pleasantville. Try their pav bhaji and pair a
smoothie with a caramelized banana crêpe. 475 Bedford
Rd, Pleasantville; 914.773.0500; Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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105 SEVENTY BAR & GRILL American $$$
From the owners of 105-Ten Bar & Grill in
Briarcliff Manor and The Urban Hamlet in Bronxville
comes this bar and grill offering elevated American
cuisine. 472 Bedford Rd, Pleasantville; 914.741.5285;
www.105twentyrest.com Pickup/Delivery
SOUTHERN TABLE KITCHEN & BAR Southern $$
Get a taste of the down-home cooking you’d find south
of the Mason-Dixon line at this spot from the owners of
neighboring restaurant Wood & Fire. 39 Marble Ave,
Pleasantville; 914.618.3355; www.southern-table.com
Pickup/Delivery
WOOD & FIRE Italian $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (11/15)
Neapolitan cuisine is the name of the game at this
family-run establishment, with a menu spanning
salads, pizzas, small plates, pastas, and mains.

59 Marble Ave, Pleasantville; 914.747.2611; 118 Brook St,
Scarsdale; 914.722.4854; www.woodandfirepizza.com
Pickup/Delivery

Pocantico Hills
BLUE HILL AT STONE BARNS
New American $$$$
Among the World’s 50 Best Restaurants, this
groundbreaking farm-to-table fine-dining restaurant,
courtesy of the Barber family, was awarded two stars in
the 2020 Michelin Guide. The menu changes daily, with
many of the ingredients grown or raised on-site. The
Stone Barns Center hosts agricultural and educational
initiatives. Closed Mon and Tue. 630 Bedford Rd,
Pocantico Hills; 914.366.9600; www.bluehillfarm.com
Temporarily Closed

TOP
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Port Chester
ACUARIO Peruvian $$
Enjoy a taste of Peru at Port Chester’s
Acuario. Offered are ceviche, beef heart,
steamed mussels, fish soup, and paellas, as well as
other Peruvian specialties. 163 N Main St, Port Chester;
914.937.2338; www.acuariorestaurant.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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ALBA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Named after the town in Piedmont, Italy, this Port
Chester spot serves Italian American classics, like
chicken scarpariello, ravioli stuffed with spinach and
portobello mushrooms, and shrimp fra diavolo.
Closed Sun, except for private parties for 40 or more
guests. 400 N Main St, Port Chester; 914.937.2236;
www.albasrestaurant.com Pickup/Delivery
CAPERS Mediterranean $$$$
Chef Edi Rivera (Port Chester’s Appetit Bistro) takes
inspiration from Italian, Greek, Moroccan, and Basque
cuisines at this 50-seat restaurant in the space that
was formerly Café Mirage. 531 N Main St, Port Chester;
914.481.8833; www.caperspc.com Pickup/Delivery
SALTAIRE OYSTER BAR AND
FISH HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere
★★★★ (01/16) Housed in a historic grain house and
owned by the Barnes family, this modern restaurant
sources its seafood daily for its refined plates and
extensive raw bar. 55 Abendroth Ave, Port Chester;
914.939.2425; www.saltaireoysterbar.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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We Missed You This Year,

But We Can’t Wait
to See You in 2021.
Mark your calendars for JUNE 8-13, 2021 for Westchester Magazine’s annual Wine & Food
Festival! Once again, we’ll be bringing together the finest food, exceptional wines, beers, spirits,
burgers, food trucks and award-winning chefs for one special week. From the always sold-out
Burger & Beer Blast to the iconic Grand Tasting Village, along with a new lineup of events to be
announced , it’s an extravaganza of food and drink that’s sure to please every palate.
For Updates, visit westchestermagazine.com/winefood.

For sponsorship opportunities email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
For pictures from the 2019 Wine & Food Festival visit westchestermagazine.com/winefood.
WINE PARTNER

PLATINUM SPONSOR

BRONZE SPONSORS

BENEFITTING CHARITY

www.theWPF.org
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Rye & Manhattan

Ste a k h ou s e

SONORA Nuevo Latino $$$
Fans flock to Chef Rafael
Palomino’s only Westchester
spot for his pan-Latino cuisine. The bar
area serves tacos and a vast selection of
craft tequila. Outdoor patio in the
summer. Closed Mon. 179 Rectory St, Port
Chester; 914.933.0200;
www.sonorarestaurant.net
Pickup/Delivery

TOP

RIVERMARKET BAR AND KITCHEN, TARRYTOWN
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TELLY’S TAVERNA Greek $$$
Food HHH Service HH½ Atmosphere
HH½ (11/19) Westchester’s sister
restaurant to the Astoria mainstay, the
nautically decorated Telly’s Taverna
offers Greek specialties, including
numerous seafood items. Try the
calamari, swordfish kebabs, lamb chops,
and spanakopita. 108 Abendroth Ave,
Port Chester; 914.939.3333;
www.tellystaverna.com
Pickup/Delivery

Frankie & Johnnie’s Steakhouse Rye

INDOOR/OUTDOOR DINING AVAILABLE
77 Purchase Street • Rye, NY
914-925-3900 • frankieandjohnnies.com

TOP

THE INN AT POUND RIDGE
BY JEAN-GEORGES
New American $$$$
Expect seasonal ingredients (and the
occasional Asian flavor) from the kitchen
at this 250-seat, special-occasion
restaurant from Jean-Georges
Vongerichten. 258 Westchester Ave,
Pound Ridge; 914.764.1400;
www.theinnatpoundridge.com
Pickup/Delivery

32

Purchase

JOIN US ONLINE!

westchestermagazine.com

TREDICI NORTH Italian $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★ (07/16)
Chef Giuseppe Fanelli runs the kitchen at this stylish
68-seat Italian eatery. Expect indulgent dishes like
mozzarella-stuffed meatballs and Kobe-beef ravioli
with truffles and brown butter. Closed Mon.
578 Anderson Hill Rd, Purchase; 914.997.4113;
www.tredicinorth.com Pickup/Delivery

Rye
FRANKIE & JOHNNIE’S Steakhouse $$$$
Upscale steakhouse with a posh bar and lounge area
(with two NYC locations). Specialties include
porterhouse steak for two, dry-aged beef Bolognese,
and lobster ravioli. 77 Purchase St, Rye; 914.925.3900;
www.frankieandjohnnies.com Pickup/Delivery
LA PANETIÈRE French $$$$
This elegant restaurant boasts top-level
service and contemporary French fare — hot
and cold foie gras, Dover sole, cheese soufflé, and
lobster casserole — in a Provençal setting. 530 Milton
Rd, Rye; 914.967.8140; www.lapanetiere.com
Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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OKO Japanese $$$
Ingredients are sourced from local farms and Tokyo’s
Tsukiji fish market for Chef Brian Lewis’ menu. Hand rolls,
sashimi, bento boxes, and entrées like sticky ribs and
Madeira-miso glazed black cod are offered. Closed Sun
and Mon. 29 Purchase St, Rye, 914.481.8660;
www.okokitchen.com Pickup

63 KATONAH AVENUE, KATONAH, NY 10536
(914) 488-9700

PHOTO COURTESY OF RIVERMARKET

Pound Ridge
@frankieandjohnniesrye

RAFELE RYE Italian $$$
Food ★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(12/18)
Naples-born chef Raffaele Ronca debuted this sister
restaurant of his West Village spot, offering Italian

cuisine like house-made pasta, grilled branzino, and
marinated lamb skewers. 26 Purchase St, Rye;
914.481.8417; www.rafele.com/rafele-rye
Pickup/Delivery
RYE ROADHOUSE Cajun/Southern $$$
Tucked in a residential area of Rye, the Roadhouse is a
local institution known for its sweet-potato fries and
Cajun flavors, like the grilled or blackened meatloaf.
Late-night dining Fri and Sat until 1 a.m. 12 High St, Rye;
914.925.2668; www.ryeroadhouse.com
Pickup/Delivery

THE GRANOLA BAR Café $
“Healthy food that tastes good” — avocado grilled
cheese, almond-butter-banana parfait, smoothies — is
the mantra at this breakfast-and-lunch spot.
96 Purchase St, Rye; 914.709.4229;
www.thegranolabarct.com
Pickup/Delivery

Scarsdale
CAFÉ ALAIA Italian $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (06/18)
Vincenzo Alaia offers Southern Italian cuisine —
eggplant soufflé, branzino, and house-made pasta — in
a cozy space. Gluten-free pasta available upon request.
Closed Mon. 66 Garth Rd, Scarsdale; 914.725.3000;
www.cafealaia.com Pickup
EASTCHESTER FISH GOURMET
Seafood $$$$
Owner Rick Ross sources the freshest
seafood daily from the Fulton Fish Market for this
Westchester institution and its adjoining market.
$30.95 lobster dinners on Mon; raw-bar deals on
Thurs. 837 White Plains Rd, Scarsdale; 914.725.3450;
www.eastchesterfish.com Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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EL BARRIO Mexican $$
High-brow Mexican street fare apps of pineapplecucumber gazpacho and house-made guac with lobster
tease entrees like open-faced, brick-oven quesadillas
with braised short ribs, roasted chayote tacos, and a
tortilla-wrapped burger smothered in fig jam and
Oaxaca cheese. 185 Summerfield St, Scarsdale;
914.723.2600; www.elbarriony.com Pickup/Delivery
VIETNAM’S CENTRAL Vietnamese $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★(01/18)
Inspired by his native Vietnam, Chef Tuong Bui strikes
just the right balance of sweet, salty, bitter, sour, and
spicy at this hidden gem. 694 Central Ave, Scarsdale;
914.723.7222; www.vietnamscentral.com
Pickup/Delivery

Shrub Oak

Somers

MINT PREMIUM FOODS
International $$
Owner Hassan Jarane’s global foods
emporium is part gourmet food shop (the front,
including a superior cheese selection) and part eclectic
world-cuisine restaurant (the back). Closed Mon.
19 Main St, Tarrytown; 914.703.6511 Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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UNWINED BAR & KITCHEN Wine Bar $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(01/19)
From the owners of next door’s UnCorked Wines & Spirits,
UnWined Bar & Kitchen brings an urban vibe to Somers,
featuring small plates and more than 30 wines by the glass.
80 Rte 6, Somers; 914.519.6190; www.unwinednewyork.com
Pickup

South Salem
THE HORSE & HOUND INN American $$$
Housed in an inn that dates back to 1749, this restaurant
has offered American and pub fare for more than two
decades. The menu includes sandwiches, soups, salads,
salmon and vegan burgers, and pasta. 94 Spring St, South
Salem; 914.763.3108; www.thehorseandhoundinn.com
Pickup/Delivery

NOVECENTO WOOD BURNING KITCHEN & BAR
Italian $$
Expect wood-burning pizza and mains of steak, pasta,
and fish at this new Italian restaurant. Closed Mon.
1410 E Main St, Shrub Oak; 914.743.1930;
www.novecento900.com Pickup/Delivery

LA VISTA RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Pasta, veal, chicken, salads, and homemade desserts
comprise the menu at this family-owned restaurant that
offers a dining room and bar and lounge area. Closed Mon.
355 Smith Ridge Rd, South Salem; 914.533.2671;
www.lavistaristorante.com Pickup

Sleepy Hollow

Tarrytown

HUDSON FARMER & THE FISH Seafood $$$$
The owners of Purdy’s Farmer & the Fish also operate
this 45-seat riverfront location serving steamers, pizzas
(try the white clam), and favorite dishes from the North
Salem original. 11 River St, Sleepy Hollow; 914.631.8380;
www.farmerandthefish.com Pickup

GOOSEFEATHER Chinese $$$
From Chef Dale Talde comes this spot focusing on the
flavors of Hong Kong, offering dishes like scallion pancakes,
dry-aged beef potstickers, and char siu Berkshire pork.
Closed Mon. 49 E Sunnyside Ln, Tarrytown; 914.829.5454;
www.goosefeatherny.com Pickup/Delivery

RIVERMARKET BAR AND KITCHEN
New American $$$$
This Rivertown favorite sources primarily
local, sustainable ingredients for its menu, awardwinning cocktails, and on-premises market. Offerings
include wood-fired pizza, seafood dishes, and
handmade pasta. 127 W Main St, Tarrytown;
914.631.3100; www.rivermarketbarandkitchen.com
Pickup/Delivery
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SUNSET COVE Italian $$
This Tarrytown mainstay of more than 20 years boasts
expansive views of the Hudson River and Mario Cuomo
Bridge. Order the crispy wings, New England lobster roll,
chicken scarpariello, or roasted salmon. Closed Mon and
Tue. 238 Green St, Tarrytown; 914.366.7889;
www.sunsetcove.net Pickup

Thornwood
GORDO’S NORTH American $$$
After the popular Gordo’s on Commerce Street closed,
this location opened on Broadway to offer American
menu dishes like flatbreads, pasta, spring rolls, nachos,
and roasted Thai meatballs. 1006 Broadway,
Thornwood; 914.579.2610; www.gordosnorth.com
Pickup/Delivery

PURCHASE AND ENGRAVE YOUR BOTTLE AT

WWW.1-877-SPIRITS.COM
USE CODE “WESTCHESTER20” FOR 20% OFF YOUR PURCHASE
(VALID 12/1/2020-12/31/2020)

CR AFTED CAREFULLY. ENJOY RESPONSIBLY.
WOODFORD RESERVE KENTUCKY STRAIGHT WHISKEY, 43.2%-45.2% ALC. BY VOL., THE WOODFORD RESERVE DISTILLERY, VERSAILLES, KY. WOODFORD RESERVE IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK. © 2020 BROWN-FORMAN
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TAVERN
c e le

brating 10 0 years

RISOTTO Italian $$$
Expect dishes like chicken parm, seafood risotto, grilled
hangar steak, and cacio pepe (mixed in a giant cheese
wheel in front of you) at this cozy restaurant, headed up
by Kevin Oliveros of Brother’s Fish & Chips in Ossining.
Closed Mon, except by appointment. 788 Commerce St,
Thornwood; 914.769.6000; www.risotto-restaurant.com
Pickup/Delivery
THE BARLEY HOUSE American $$
This popular Thornwood spot (Best of Westchester
Readers’ Pick for Best New Restaurant in 2016) serves
thoughtful versions of classic sandwiches and bar
snacks, plus craft beers and cocktails.
665 Commerce St, Thornwood; 914.495.3333;
www.thebarleyhouseny.com Pickup/Delivery

A huge THANK YOU all of our loyal patrons & friends for making us
your neighborhoods favorite tavern since the roaring 20’s!

Tuckahoe
ANGELINA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$$
At this Italian restaurant, expect pizza, specialty pasta,
chicken, and fish entrées. Don’t miss the signature dish
— spaghetti tossed in a wheel of Parmesan with flamed
Cognac. 97 Lake Ave, Tuckahoe; 914.779.7944;
www.angelinasoftuckahoe.com Pickup/Delivery
GROWLERS BEER BISTRO Gastropub $$
This trackside neighborhood fave has reopened with
new owners, familiar pub grub like Pat LaFrieda
burgers, big salads, and sandwiches, with artisan
cocktails and a hundred rotating local craft brews to
wash it all down. 25 Main St, Tuckahoe; 914.793.0608;
www.growlersbeerbistro.com Pickup

White Plains
ABERDEEN SEAFOOD & DIM SUM
Cantonese $$
Named after a harbor in Hong Kong, this
White Plains spot specializes in traditional Cantonese
cuisine and dim sum. Offerings include Chinese
eggplant, Peking duck, and sautéed conch.
3 Barker Ave, White Plains; 914.288.0188;
www.aberdeenwhiteplains.com Pickup/Delivery ($50
minimum and within 2 miles)

TOP
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How To Win: Dine with us or place a
takeout order of $50 or more, as well as
provide us with your email address, you
will receive 1 raffle ticket. The winner
will be announced at the end of the
year. Must be 21 yrs of age to enter.

{

Voted! “One of New York States Top 15 Best Hole In The Wall
Restaurants That Will Blow Your Taste Buds Away”
www.muscoottavern.com • 914-232-2800
105 Somerstown Turnpike, Katonah, NY 10536

}
ABERDEEN
WHITE PLAINS

PHOTO BY DOUG SCHNEIDER

Our Outdoor Dining Tents are the ideal
spot for a Safe, Warm & Scrumptious
dining experience!
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Northern Ita lia n Cuisine
Owned and Operated by the Brucaj Family Since 2001

PHOTO BY JOHN BRUNO TURIANO

Large and
Spacious Private
Party Room
Allows for maximum social distancing
for any amount up to 50 guests.

Our Heated Outdoor
Patio is Still Open!
“Most Gracious Host"
Johnny Brucaj

LA BOTTE, WHITE PLAINS

BENJAMIN STEAKHOUSE Steakhouse $$$$
This 200-seat restaurant owned by ex-Peter Luger
staffers specializes in dry-aged steaks and chops.
(A second outpost is located in Midtown Manhattan.)
Closed Mon. 610 W Hartsdale Ave, White Plains;
914.428.6868; www.benjaminsteakhouse.com
Pickup/Delivery
BLT STEAK Steakhouse $$$$
The White Plains location of this international
steakhouse is located in The Ritz-Carlton New
York, Westchester. Several different cuts of steak are on
the menu, including 28-day dry-aged Kansas City Prime
bone-in strip and filet mignon Prime bone-in filet, alongside an extensive wine list. Dinner only. 221 Main St,
White Plains; 914.467.5500;
www.bltrestaurants.com/blt-steak Pickup/Delivery

TOP
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CITY LIMITS DINER American $$
The upscale diner features traditional American dishes,
internationally inspired plates, and an array of
homemade desserts, plus a bar area with cocktails and
craft beer. Breakfast served all day. 200 Central Ave,
White Plains; 914.686.9000; www.citylimitsdiner.com
Pickup/Delivery
EMMA’S ALE HOUSE Comfort Food $$
This Certified Green Restaurant specializes in
comfort-food favorites like pot pie, braised short ribs,
and the famous Krispy Kreme bread pudding.
68 Gedney Way, White Plains; 914.683.3662;
www.emmasalehouse.com Temporarily Closed
FREEBIRD KITCHEN & BAR Southern $$$
Southern comfort food — fried green tomatoes with
hot-mustard remoulade, hot chicken, and pimento
cheeseburgers — is on the menu, plus signature
smoked cocktails. 161 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains;
914.607.2476; www.freebirdkitchenandbar.com Pickup

Lunch: Monday – Friday
Dinner: Monday – Saturday
Closed Sundays

www.marianewrochelle.com

478 Mamaroneck Avenue
White Plains, NY
914-686-0617
www.TreAngelinany.com

custom communications

Let’s create something your
audience will look forward to

custom publications • websites • annual reports • mobile applications
graphic design • event management • printing & direct mail • ad sales
Contact Rich Martinelli: 914-963-8300; richard.martinelli@todaymediainc.com
todaymediainc.com

TAKO Mexican Street Food

LA BOCCA RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Regional Italian specialties (spaghetti alla chitarra,
sliced steak with balsamic and arugula) are the
foundations of the menu at this downtown spot.
Gluten-free options available. 8 Church St, White
Plains; 914.948.3281; www.laboccaristorante.com
Pickup/Delivery
LA BOTTE RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Food HHH Service HHH½ Atmosphere HH½
(08/20) In a bright, casual space, wood-fired pizza,
house-made pasta, and mains like Berkshire pork chop,
grilled branzino, and Nordic cod are served. Closed
Mon. 14 Martine Ave, White Plains; 914.461.2950;
www.labotteristorante.com Pickup/Delivery

“The To-Go Taqueria seeks to tempt the taste buds of
Westchester by offering a full take on Mexican street food
with a nod to the authentic culture and vibe of Mexico.”
Vegetarian and Gluten Free options also on the menu.

1789 Central Park Ave., Yonkers, NY • FREE PARKING
914.652.7004 • www.takomexican.com
www.westchestermagazine.com | DECEMBER 2020 | 101

DiningListings_Dec20.indd 101

11/9/20 12:15 PM

Partner Content

Give Back
Westchester
It’s the holidays, a traditional
time of selfless giving and
thinking of others.
As you make your giving list,
keep in mind Westchester’s
nonprofits, like the
Alzheimer’s Association Hudson
Valley Chapter, who have helped
so many in countless ways.

Blake’s

Bottle of
the Month
Hi! I’m Blake,
third generation of
the Leonard family
and a Certified
Sommelier at Stew
Leonard’s Wines
& Spirits of Yonkers.
We’re so excited to be the
official Wine Partner of Westchester
Magazine’s 10th annual Wine & Food
Festival in 2021.

We have

100s of
Great
Wines...

...to pair
with this

Holiday
Season

GIORDANO
Svelato Toscano
Tuscany, Italy

This central Tuscan Sangiovese
red blend is smooth and rich.
An elegant red to serve at
your holiday gathering!
94pts - Luca Maroni

12 98

$
The Alzheimer’s Association is
the leading voluntary health
organization for Alzheimer’s care
and support and the world’s largest
nonprofit funder of dementia
research. The Hudson Valley
Chapter offers support for families
living with Alzheimer’s and other
forms of dementia, including a
24/7 hotline at 800.272.3900
and consultations to help families
access resources and plan care.
Support groups, educational
programs and social activities for
people with dementia and their
family caregivers are also available.
During COVID-19, all programs are
accessible online or by phone. Visit
alz.org/hudsonvalley to learn more
or visit HudsonValleyWalks.org to
support our mission.

dining out

(Continued from previous page)

MULINO’S OF WESTCHESTER Italian $$$$
Classic Italian fare at this white-tablecloth restaurant
with stellar service, includes mushroom risotto,
tagliatelle alla Bolognese, Florida red snapper, and
thinly breaded veal. Save room for the cheesecake
and tiramisù. Closed Sun. 99 Court St, White Plains;
914.761.1818; www.mulinosny.com Pickup
ROYAL PALACE Indian $$
Expect all the standards like tandoori chicken,
biryani, and fragrant curries from this restaurant and
caterer. Lunch buffet offered every day; dinner buffet
Mon to Thurs. 77 Knollwood Rd, White Plains;
914.289.1988; www.royalpalacecuisines.net
Pickup/Delivery
SAM’S OF GEDNEY WAY American $$$
This spacious hotspot from New York Hospitality
Group offers classic American fare, like burgers,
salads, braised short ribs, and lump crab cake. The
restaurant features a year-round patio and private
dining areas are available for parties. 52 Gedney
Way, White Plains; 914.949.0978;
www.samsofgedneyway.com Pickup/Delivery
SAPORI Italian $$$
Indoor or outdoor seating — including partially
enclosed booths tucked into brick-lined alcoves —
is available at this 160-seat Italian eatery.
324 Central Ave, White Plains; 914.684.8855;
2 Chase Rd, Scarsdale; 914.874.5316;
www.saporiofwhiteplains.com Pickup/Delivery
TRE ANGELINA Northern Italian $$$
This cozy, white-tablecloth Italian joint proffers
the flavors of Northern Italy. Closed Mon.
478 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains; 914.686.0617;
www.treangelina.com Pickup/Delivery
TVB BY: PAX ROMANA Italian $$
This White Plains spot brings a taste of Rome to
Westchester. Fresh pasta, like spaghetti alla
carbonara, and the uniquely Roman pinsa are not to
be missed, but save room for Nutella-filled bomboloni.
171 E Post Road, WhitePlains; 914.831.3303;
www.paxromanany.com Pickup/Delivery

Yonkers
DOLPHIN Seafood $$$
The Rugova family runs this bilevel restaurant serving
up seafood, pasta, steaks, and big salads. A 100-seat
patio lends views of the Hudson River. Late-night menu
Thurs to Sat until 1 a.m. 1 Van Der Donck St, Yonkers;
914.751.8170; www.dolphinrbl.com Pickup/Delivery
HAPAG Filipino $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (04/19)
This Yonkers spot serves up family-style plates of
Filipino comfort food, such as lumpia, pinkabet, and
ukoy. Closed Sun. 1789 Central Ave, Yonkers;
914.652.7773 Pickup

1 Stew Leonards Drive
Yonkers, NY 10710
Shop at Yonkers.StewsWines.com
Have it Delivered or Pickup Curbside.
@stewswinesyonkers
Official Wine Partner of:

June 8-13, 2021
westchestermagazine.com/winefood

ISO JAPANESE Japanese $$$
From the owners of KOKU in Armonk, this Boyce
Thompson Center restaurant offers signature
sushi rolls, poke, and mains like organic basil
chicken and sesame tuna. 1086 N Broadway,
Yonkers; 914.963.0777; www.isoyonkers.com
Pickup/Delivery
SALSA BEMBÉ Puerto Rican/Latin American $$$
Across three stories and alongside traditional arroz
con pollo, ropa vieja, and paella, expect inventive
offerings of braised oxtail, guava barbecue ribs, and
trifongo: mashed green and sweet plantains with
yuca and choice of protein. 811 McLean Ave, Yonkers;
914.294.0096; www.salsabembe.com
Pickup/Delivery
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X2O XAVIARS ON THE HUDSON
New American $$$$

Venerated chef Peter Kelly’s restaurant sits
on the historic Yonkers Pier, offering breathtaking
views of the Hudson River and his famous cowboy
rib-eye for two. The casual Dylan Lounge boasts its
own menu. Closed Mon. 71 Water Grant St, Yonkers;
914.965.1111; www.xaviars.com Pickup/Delivery

Sage performs at White Plains JazzFest

TOP

The Arts Need You. We have all
felt the power of the arts to touch
our soul, to heal our spirit and to
make us sing out loud. Today,
the arts need your support more
than ever before. Your gift will
help ArtsWestchester get
through this challenging time.

artsw.org/donate

THE GRAMERCY, YORKTOWN

!
s
t
r
a
e
h
t
e
Got a lov
Visit artsw.org for our Top Virtual
and In-Person Arts Picks.

Now Accepting Nominations!
Enter your work for the
10th ANNUAL HOME DESIGN AWARDS

PHOTO BY MARGARITA GARCIA

www.westchestermagazine.com/
designawardssubmissions
ZUPPA Italian $$$

Deadline:
NOVEMBER 13, 2020 at 11:59pm

Paskual Dedi is the executive chef at this urbane
Italian restaurant serving creative homemade pastas
and top-notch entrées. Three rooms are available
for parties. Prix-fixe lunch ($25) Mon to Fri.
59-61 Main St, Yonkers; 914.376.6500;
www.zupparestaurant.com Pickup

Yorktown

SIGN UP FOR
SHARC’S ON
HOLD
MESSAGING
SERVICE

JEWEL OF HIMALAYA Nepalese $
Westchester’s only restaurant serving the cuisine of
Nepal and Tibet offers affordable dishes — juicy
momos (dumplings), dal, and traditional thukpa
soup — at two county locations. Closed Mon.
34 Triangle Ct, Yorktown Heights; 914.302.2886;
751 Central Ave, Scarsdale; 914.874.5506;
www.enjoyhimalaya.com Pickup/Delivery

THE GRAMERCY Brasserie $$$
Food★★★½ Service★★★ Atmosphere★★½ (09/19)
This spot, which seats 100, has a chic vibe and a
creative menu, with dishes that incorporate locally
sourced and organic ingredients. 345 Kear St,
Yorktown Heights; 914.302.7189;
www.the-gramercy.com Pickup/Delivery

• Sharc - On Hold Messaging
• Sharc - Media/Placement & Production
• Sharc - Bite Mobile Ad Messenger
• Sharc - Events & Promotions

and we will visit
your office LIVE
with Westchester
Talk Radio!

WestchesterTalkRadio
SharcCreative
@WestchesterTalk
@SharcCreative
@WestchesterTalkRadio
@SharcCreative

WestchesterTalkRadio.com
SharcCreative.com
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A Great
Holiday
Gift
Offer!
A subscription to Westchester
Magazine is the perfect holiday gift
for family and friends on your list!
SUBSCRIBE ONLINE:

WestchesterMagazine.com/gift
or call (800) 254-2213 to order.
Special Holiday Pricing Ends December 31st
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Partner Content

SUCCESS STORIES
IN MEDICINE

Success in medicine is much more than having a positive outcome from a procedure or treatment, especially
in today’s uncertain environment. It involves inspirational, long-lasting, life-changing solutions. Be inspired
by the real-life stories from some of Westchester’s most experienced and compassionate practitioners.
Rebuilding and restoring a smile
The Center for Cosmetic Dentistry
Robert Rioseco, DMD, FAGD
147 Underhill Ave
West Harrison
914.380.4531
www.zendentist.com
At The Center for Cosmetic Dentistry, Dr. Robert Rioseco is accustomed to treating extreme dental cases that even some of the most
accomplished dentists would avoid. Recently, for example, a patient
presented with both his back and front teeth having lost more than
half their height due to wear and acid erosion. With the front teeth no
longer visible when smiling, the patient appeared to have no teeth.
Using the latest digital techniques, including computer imaging
and photography, digital 3-D X-rays, and 3-D printing, combined
with his artistry and training, Dr. Rioseco was able to recreate
teeth that matched and fit perfectly in the patient’s mouth. He
transferred the digital mock-up to the patient’s mouth as a “trial
smile,” which allowed the patient to test-drive the new teeth before
preparing the customized teeth for the new dentistry. Once the
patient approved the smile, the teeth were fabricated, using CEREC
and 3-D printing technologies, and delivered in the dental office
in just four visits. In this case, high-strength custom ceramics, and
digital technology enabled Dr. Rioseco and his team to fully restore
all of this patient’s badly damaged teeth, and to give the patient a
dynamite, more youthful appearing smile in just a few short weeks of
treatment.

Expecting the unexpected
Center for Reproductive Medicine
Rony Elias, MD
657 Main St
Mount Kisco
914.242.3700
www.ivf.org
A 36-year-old patient consulted Dr. Rony Elias about exploring
the possibility of an IVF procedure. A mother of two children, she
wanted a third, but had been unable to conceive following the
birth by C-section of the second child two years earlier that had
also resulted in an infection. Before pursuing the possibility of an
IVF procedure, Dr. Elias recommended running tests as a first step
to determine the source of her difficulty in becoming pregnant.

The testing revealed that one fallopian tube was dilated and
filled with fluid, which Dr. Elias believed explained her trouble
conceiving.
“Although she had decided to move forward with IVF, the fluid in
her tube (known as hydrosalpinx) is known to markedly lower her
chance of a live birth if not treated first,” Dr. Elias notes. “I suggested
that we first address the issue with her fallopian tube, which could
be corrected with a minor surgical procedure. After we took care
of the problem with her fallopian tube, two months later while
waiting to start IVF, she was able to conceive naturally and is now
looking forward to welcoming a new addition to her family.”

Teeth in a Day — REALLY?
Precision Arts Dental Associates, PC
Jerome S. Loewenstein, DMD
100 S Highland Ave
Ossining
914.941.0825
101 S Bedford Rd
Bldg 200, Suite 210
Mount Kisco
914.241.6264
www.precisionartsdental.com
Many patients have asked Prosthodontist Dr. Jerome S. Loewenstein,
"Can I have teeth is a day?" He always answers, "Sure you can, but I
don't recommend it." Dr. Loewenstein explains that implant placement
should depend on the proper location of the teeth in the prosthesis
and not the other way around. “We used to get patients who were
referred to us with implants already placed, only to find out that their
implants were positioned in a location that was undesirable and difficult to restore,” he notes.
Well no more! As Dr. Loewenstein explains, “We either place the
implants ourselves with a precise surgical guide or work closely with
surgeons supplying them with the custom surgical guide.” This guide
is manufactured after the prosthesis has been carefully designed for
maximum comfort, function, and aesthetics. Research has shown that
the success of the implant itself is also not as predictable when loaded
immediately. “We’re sorry,” he says, “but unfortunately, a high-quality
prosthesis is not possible in a day!”
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EMILY MASON (AMERICAN, 1932–2019), ASK THE EAST, 1968. OIL ON PAPER. INV. NO. 1968-05-OP

SHE SWEEPS WITH MANY-COLORED BROOMS:
Paintings and Prints by Emily Mason
November 22, 2020–March 21, 2021

BRUCE MUSEUM

1 Museum Drive | Greenwich, CT 06830
203-869-0376 | www.brucemuseum.org
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attractions
coming
BEST BETS

EDITED BY

Paul
Adler

Circus Act

PHOTO BY STUART BERG

This unique band of art-folk
and Americana performers
formed in Sleepy Hollow nearly
20 years ago and today are
an established musical force
within the region. On Dec 19,
The Slambovian Circus of
Dreams will take to The Towne
Crier stage in Beacon for their
A Very Slambovian Christmas
holiday show. The group will
also hold a live-streaming,
ticketed New Years Eve-Eve
show on Dec 30. The concerts
represent a rare chance to get
out of the house (or stay in)
and support a truly singular
band of local performers.
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coming attractions

Best Bets

KINKY BOOTS PHOTO COURTESY OF RIDGEFIELD PLAYHOUSE; CHAMBER PHOTO COURTESY OF PURCHASE COLLEGE, SUNY; SANTA PHOTO BY BILLIONPHOTOS.COM/ADOBE STOCK

Our favorite reasons to get out of the house this month. BY PAUL ADLER

Dec
10

Booting Boredom

Looking for a lighthearted stage show that might inspire a few smiles? You’re in luck, as this month, the Tony/Grammy/Olivier Awardwinning musical Kinky Boots will be screened at The Ridgefield Playhouse in a performance captured on the London stage. Telling the
joyous story of a young man casting off a conventional life in search of his dreams, this exceptional musical, with songs by Cindy Lauper,
is a guaranteed treat for local theater mavens.

thru

Meet the Big Guy

Dec
24

Seeing Santa is a treasured holiday tradition for countless
children, and The Westchester in White Plains is doing all it
can to ensure it continues, even during this very unusual year.
Through December 24, families are invited to visit the Santa
Photo Experience at The Westchester, where they can meet
St. Nick in a socially distanced environment that doesn’t skimp
on good will or holiday cheer.

Chamber Work

Dec
5

Those with a soft spot for classical music would be wise to log on
for this unique virtual event. The Purchase College Conservatory
of Music’s Virtual Chamber Music Festival will take place on
YouTube this month. The screening of video performances recorded
by Purchase’s chamber ensembles will feature students in the
school’s Classical Chamber Music program presenting an evening of
chamber duos produced over the course of the semester.
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Dec
20
The Pig Show

BABE PHOTO COURTESY OF RIDGEFIELD PLAYHOUSE; TENET PHOTO COURTESY OF CARAMOOR

It’s hard to believe that in 1995,
a film about a talking pig who
learns to herd sheep was not only
nominated for seven Academy
Awards, including Best Picture,
but took home an Oscar, a Golden
Globe, and became one of the most
popular movies of the year. Babe did
all that and more, and this month,
local audiences have the chance
to see why, when the beloved film
screens twice in one day at The
Ridgefield Playhouse. Gather the
entire family and spend a few hours
with a cast of uniquely loveable
barnyard animals.

Seasonal Song

Dec
12

No need to drop by Katonah’s gorgeous Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts to catch one of its most enjoyable winter performances.
This month, TENET Vocal Artists will hold a live-streamed concert from the center that celebrates the holiday season, with songs based
upon the Anglican tradition of Lessons and Carols. Accomplished lutenist Hank Heijink will join TENET’s vocalists to perform a host of
traditional carols, as well as works by Howells, Parry, and several others.
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WESTCHESTER

SCANDALS
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MAGAZINE

Epic Fails & Scandals

Twenty years of screw-ups, downfalls, and plain ol’ They did what!? By Nick Brandi

W

estchester is replete with energy,
talent, ambition, and money
— and that sometimes-deadly
combination is all you need to produce some
major-league vice, venality, and really bad
judgment. For better or worse, here is a sampling of major missteps and eggy faces our
county has seen during 20 years of publishing
Westchester Magazine.

Martha Stewart:
Federal Inmate 55170-054
Full disclosure: We love Martha Stewart. In
fact, our teams have worked together on multiple occasions. Imagine our chagrin, then,
when we learned in 2004 that our own domestic demigod was relocating in October
from her swanky Katonah crib to a Club Fed
in Alderson, W.Va. (totally rocking the seasonally appropriate orange jumpsuit, btw)
for five months as she served out her sentence
for illegal insider trading. The case stemmed
from her 2001 sale of nearly 4,000 shares of
ImClone Systems stock, which plummeted
16% the following day. The Securities and
Exchange Commission proved its case that
Martha had received material, nonpublic

info from her Merrill Lynch broker that allowed her to avoid a $45K loss. Fortunately,
you can’t keep a good woman down, so today, Ms. Martha is more popular than ever,
worth around two-thirds of a billion, hanging
with her homey Snoop Dogg, and being just
about the sexiest 79-year-old you’ve ever seen.
It’s a good thing.

College of New Rochelle:
School’s Out… Forever
One might have fairly thought that when the
College of New Rochelle installed a financial
whiz as its new president in 2011 that the
then-107-year-old Catholic institution would
sail smoothly into a solid financial future. But
that was something CPA and former KPMG
star accountant Judith Huntington never delivered. Instead, right under her nose, CNR
controller Keith Borge sank the school into
debt to the tune of $20.4 million by not paying CNR employees’ payroll and other taxes
to the feds and state from the third quarter
of 2014 to the second quarter of 2016. Not
only that, according to U.S. Attorney Geoffrey
Berman, Borge cooked the books to conceal
the college’s financial condition, by inflating

assets and understating liabilities, then made
available to the college’s bondholders fraudulent financial reports.
In a sentencing memo and a letter to
U.S. District Judge Vincent Briccetti, Borge
claimed that while he did play a role in CNR’s
downfall, both Huntington and the board of
trustees knew about the unpaid taxes and
bills. He would later recant those assertions,
instead admitting that he was solely responsible and that he had lied to Huntington, the
board, and others. For his trouble, Borge was
sentenced in August 2019 to three years in
federal prison for failure to pay payroll taxes
and securities fraud.
In September of 2019, CNR declared bankruptcy and closed permanently. The 115-yearold college campus was sold at auction to the
Freemasons for $32 million.

Councilwoman Sandy Annabi:
Can’t Bribe Me Love
Former Republican Party Chairman Jehy
Zereis said for the record that he fell in love
with then-Yonkers Councilwoman Sandy
Annabi in 2001, the first time he saw her in
a “summer blue dress.” Eleven years and a
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$200,000 courtship later, each was out of
a job and facing a stretch in the big house.
To hear Zereis tell it, it was love that
motivated him to help Annabi purchase
homes, a co-op, lease a Mercedes, cover her
school loans, and pay her utility and cable
bills. Was it also love that that caused him
to remit $195,000 in secret payments to
her over the course of years? Federal prosecutors uttered a resounding “No,” alleging instead that the payments were made
to Annabi in return for her dropping her
opposition to a proposed housing complex and luxury mall known as Ridge Hill,
which she did.
On March 29, 2012, following a sixweek trial and five days of deliberation
in Federal District Court, the jury found
Annabi and Zereis guilty on all counts, a
decision that famed former U.S. Attorney
Preet Bharara called “a victory for the citizens of Yonkers.” She received a six-year
sentence; he got four years.
In related news, the $842 million Ridge
Hill lives on and represents a citadel of
Westchester retail.

Mayor Richard Thomas:
Fallen Idol
He was supposed to be the knight in shining
armor, riding into town fresh off his victory
as a Mount Vernon city councilman and
regional director (at age 25) for New York
State governor David Paterson, ready to slay
the dragons of corruption that have plagued
Mount Vernon for decades. To be fair,
Richard Thomas’ background was stellar:
Attractive and charismatic, he got a full ride
to NYU, where he earned a bachelor’s degree
in economics and an MBA, doing stints at
both the London School of Economics and
Harvard Kennedy School. He was married
to an assistant district attorney with whom
he had two adorable kids.
Indeed, armed with the mandate of a
71% electoral landslide, Mount Vernon’s
youngest-ever mayor said he was going to
do some swamp-draining of his own — and
he appeared to be doing just that, up to and
including firing his police commissioner.
But if you believe New York State Attorneys
General Eric Schneiderman and Letitia
James, Thomas overlooked one corrupt
public servant during his crusade: himself.
After more than a year of legal and political
wrangling, amid an inexorable chorus of
full-throated denials, Thomas was indicted
and ultimately pleaded guilty, in July 2019,
to charges of attempted grand larceny for
stealing campaign funds and lying about
those funds. Thomas was forced to resign
his mayoralty on September 30, 2019
and was fined $13,000, with a one-year
conditional discharge.

Been Featured in
Westchester Magazine?
Pasta! Pizza! Parm!
We know what an
honor this is and how
proud you must be!
That’s why we are
Top
offering a 12” x 15” and
Doctors
20” x 16” hardwood
Plus:
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framed plaque to
of Delaying
Care Due to
display in your place of COVID-19
business. Each plaque
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which your article appeared.

Top Spots
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PHIL REISMAN

The Year We Wish Never Was

H

indsight is 20/20. But 2020
was a blurry slog.
Start with these six words:
“We are all in this together.” The instant that platitudinous assertion
soaked into the public consciousness,
I knew, I just knew, that something
would happen to thoroughly discredit
the sentiment. Sure enough, I was
proven right when it was revealed on
a soggy Saturday shopping expedition
that every roll of toilet paper had been
stripped from the shelves at the Acme
Supermarket in Bronxville. A fiend, or
perhaps a syndicate of fiends, had cornered the market on Charmin.
The frozen-meat section had
been raided, too. Nothing left but
cow tongue.
COVID-19 Fun Fact: Alcohol consumption spiked during the lockdown,
but a March survey showed that 38%
of beer drinkers would not drink
Corona beer, under the belief that the
beverage was linked to the coronavirus. However, in a separate survey by
the Centers for Disease Control, 4% of
Americans said they drank or gargled
diluted bleach to ward off the virus.
Speaking of toxic liquids, my original intention was to leave politics —
both local and national — out of this
2020 review. But attention should be
paid to a slick move engineered by the
elected cabal of Westchester County
government. Right after the 2019 election, the 17-member County Board of
Legislators turned around and rewarded itself a 52% pay increase.
Depending on your point of view,
these raises, which took effect in
2020, were either well deserved or
the ill-gotten gains of a minor swindle. In any case, the recipients were

blessed with impeccable timing. They
got their windfall secured before the
pandemic hit, before the economy collapsed, before millions of Americans
lost their jobs, and before tax revenues
tanked and left state and local governments with yawning budget gaps.
You might say this was an achievement — albeit a dubious one.
COVID-19 Fun Fact: By July, it
was obvious that Westchester was in
big financial trouble thanks to the
COVID-19 shutdown. Estimates were
that losses amounted to $250 million
for the fiscal year. County Executive
George Latimer announced a voluntary early-retirement program for
county employees, offering them
$1,000 for every year of service.
Let’s see. In 2020, we said goodbye
to the necktie and hello to work sweatpants. We learned to elbow bump. We
learned to never again shake hands
and greet people we hardly know with
hugs unless we are fully sheathed in
an impermeable, laboratory-tested,
prophylactic bodysuit. We Zoomed.
We streamed Contagion. We were
stage-managed on checkout lines
by strips of tape set six feet apart.
Commuters stayed at home in 2020.
And at night, fully illuminated ghost
trains eerily pulled into stations with
no one aboard.
COVID-19 Fun Fact: At the start of
summer, it was reported that MetroNorth ridership was down 90%.
A lot of new words came into common usage in 2020, like “Karen,” an
unflattering term for a woman of a
certain age who yells at store managers and is easily threatened by innocent
Black people who are just minding
their own business. Another lamenta-

“Start with
these six
words: ‘We
are all in this
together.’ The
instant that
platitudinous
assertion
soaked into
the public
consciousness,
I knew, I just
knew, that
something
would happen
to thoroughly
discredit the
sentiment.”

ble word we learned was
“Cuomosexual,” loosely
defined as someone suffering from a bizarre quarantine-induced belief that
a 62-year-old governor with
a habit of gassing on and on in
stilted, albeit complete, sentences is
actually a 28-year-old version of Brad
Pitt. (YouTube Jane Pauley’s gushfest
with Cuomo if you missed it in June
on CBS Sunday Morning.)
COVID-19 Fun Fact: Karen was
the third-most-popular baby name
in 1965. Now it barely registers at all
and seems destined for oblivion, along
with Petunia, Gertrude, Jemima, and
many others. A Los Angeles-based artist designed a scary Karen Halloween
mask and put it on sale for $180.
It’s an old truism that Americans
like to blow things up, especially on
the Fourth of July. Well, there were no
county-sponsored fireworks this year
— and again, COVID-19 saw to that.
That didn’t stop people from buying
truckloads of fireworks on their own,
assisted perhaps by the windfall of
government stimulus checks.
Enough ordnance was ignited to
rival the Battle of Antietam. But the
local fireworks siege actually began
several weeks before the Fourth, a
condition that greatly reduced the
already long odds that private property, let alone fingers, would escape
unharmed. So it was hardly surprising
that one night some errant fireworks
caused a fire that destroyed a threestory apartment building in Yonkers.
Peace was finally restored when the
fireworks dealers ran out of supply.
So, here’s a toast to 2020, the year
that — with or without toilet paper and
cherry bombs — united us in a bond of
misery. Frankly, I could do with a little
less “togetherness” next year.
Final COVID-19 Fun Fact: Dr.
Anthony Fauci grew up in Larchmont,
proving that, like politics, all pandemics are local.
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