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Women In Business

Peninsula escape rooms are
poised to weather the pandemic
Local owners are eager to introduce you to this fun family activity
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Christina Riddoch has
been a businesswoman from
the time she was in her early
20’s and opened the gift
shop California Seasons on
Cannery Row. She also operated two other businesses
and overcame the 2008
economic crisis, so she’s
optimistic she’ll ride out the
current pandemic with her
usual mix of resolve, positivity and humor.
“I’ve been doing business
for so long, I’ve learned a
lot along the way,” says the

ebullient entrepreneur, who
owns Escape Room 831
and Exodus Escape Room
on Cannery Row with her
husband Barrie. “I’ve been
through hard times and I’ve
prepared myself for hard
times. I have that entrepreneurial spirit and I’m
hopeful for the future of the
industry.”
Christina moved to the
Monterey Peninsula in the
1970s when her father took
a position with DLI. They
also lived in Germany when

her parents worked with the
Department of Defense. She
moved back to the Peninsula and operated California
Seasons for five years before
opening Candles & Clay
Candle Shop and Monterey
Rent-A-Roadster, which
provided vintage cars to
rent, both on Cannery Row.
In 2017, she opened her
first escape room, which
features a number of
themed rooms in which
a team of players enter,
all with the simple goal
of working together with
their team to crack codes,
decipher clues, and solve cyphers and puzzles within 60
minutes to escape the room.
Escape rooms are based on
the escape-the-room videos
and online games. It’s as
if the classic board game
“Clue” became a live-action
game you play with others in
real locations.
Her passion, and there’s
no other word for it, came
by first playing the online
games with her granddaughter Andrea, and when
they experienced a physical
escape room in Kansas City,
they were hooked. They
visited 10 more rooms before
the Riddochs opened their
first one on Cannery Row,
then played in 40 others,
getting more ideas and
inspiration for their own
rooms.
Both her facilities were
immediate hits with local
customers looking for
something fun, exciting and
unique that the whole family

could get involved in. Then
the pandemic hit, forcing her
to close and re-evaluate the
future of the business. Even
so, she is optimistic.
“It’s a hard time for everybody. You just have to keep

your head up and move
forward,” says Christina.
“I’m fine and the industry
will survive because people will always be looking
for fun.”
Due to Covid-19, hours

ELENA

of operation have changed.
For more information on
current operating hours and
offerings, visit www.escaperoom831.com or exodusescaperoom.com or follow
them on Facebook.

SALSEDO
Sweet Elena’s is Celebrating
27 Years in Business!
Offering delectable pies and tarts,
assorted quiches, galettes, toasted
sandwiches, salads, homemade soup,
pastries, cookies and loaves of
fresh-baked organic sourdough bread.
Catering trays available for pickup.
Come find this jewel of a bakery
in Sand City’s West End and
bring a friend!

Find us at the following Monterey Peninsula Farmer’s Markets:
The Barnyard on Tuesday’s from 9am to 1pm
Downtown Carmel on Thursday’s from 10am to 2pm
Del Monte Shopping Ctr. on Friday’s from 9am until 1pm
Cabrillo College on Saturday’s from 8am to 12pm
465 Olympia Ave, Sand City, CA 93955
(831) 393-2063
www.sweetelenas.net • www.sweetelenas.com • sweetelenasbakery@gmail.com

The Riskiest Financial
Move is Doing Nothing
Susan finds joy in helping others….and
carries that with her as a Financial Advisor and
Portfolio Manager at Morgan Stanley. She has
enjoyed a long career in the financial securities
industry since 1997, and holds the Series 7
and 66 securities licenses, California insurance
license and national mortgage license.

Vacation Rentals
Long Term Rentals
Real Estate Sales

Volunteering has always been a part of Susan’s
life, and she’s currently a member of the
IMPOWER Executive Committee, Monterey
Chamber of Commerce Special Events
Committee, Tatum’s Garden Foundation
Board, and Salinas Downtown Rotary.
In March 2020 and 2019, Susan has been
honored two years in a row as Best Investment
Advisor in the Monterey Herald’s 2019 and
2018 Reader’s Choice Awards. She was also
named to Morgan Stanley’s prestigious
Pacesetter’s Club, a global recognition program
for demonstrating the highest professional
standards and first-class client service.

Susan Yedlicka
Financial Advisor
Portfolio Manager
831-646-6111
susan.yedlicka@morganstanley.com

Morgan Stanley

With over 38 years experience, Judy Ivey has a
reputation for taste and integity. Specializing in
highly personalized service and prime properties
for rent and sale in Carmel and Pebble Beach.

EXCLUSIVE REALTY

831.624.0340 judy@judyiveyexclusives.com
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Women In Business
BKP is proud to honor all the hard-working, dedicated women
in our firm. We are a Certified Public Accounting firm with
multiple women Partners and Certified Public Accountants.
They, along with the other women who work in various
capacities within the firm, are a vital component of the fabric
and continued success of BKP.
BKP has been providing services in all areas of taxation, estate
planning, business consulting, audit, valuation, accounting,
and payroll in the communities of the Central Coast
(Tri-County areas) since 1950, and our philosophy
“Peace of Mind Through Valued Service,” continues
on with our next generation of BKP professionals.
For more information, please visit our website. www.bkpcpa.com
Hollister: 831.638.2111 | Monterey: 831.373.1697 | Morgan Hill: 408.778.2112 | Salinas: 831.757.5311

MaryAnna Wagner Stahl is celebrating 50 years in the Salon Industry
this year. Her intimate boutique Aveda Salon continues to serve the
community after 34 years in business.
“I am passionate about helping people embrace their inner beauty”
says Wagner Stahl. When not creating beautiful hairstyles in the Salon
she’s busy contributing her talents to local charity events
which included the Big Sur Fashion Show and many others.
She traveled to Madrid in February with Beauty Underground to
sponsor and create a runaway show for the International
Hairdressing Awards. “It was an amazing experience.”
“In these times of uncertainty and change it’s important to
take care of ourselves and each other.”
For an appointment with one of the talented stylists at
March Hare Salon call:

831-624-3024

5th & Mission St Carmel-by-the-Sea
marchharesaloncarmel.com

We are pleased to honor women professionals
for National Business Women’s Week!
We help companies with their Employee Benefits’, Business
Insurance and Risk Management needs. As a full-service
brokerage, we enjoy working with staff and employees to provide
the best plans and coverage with competitive pricing while
offering exceptional service.
We are a dedicated group of professionals who are just an email
or call away.
We hope to hear from you!

Tina Barlocker
CIC CRM CAWC

Barlocker Insurance Services
A Member of The Leavitt Group
www.tbarlocker@barlocker.com

(831) 540-4583 • (925) 708-1122 cell

Laurrie Pike
Farmers
Insurance
Agency
For 28 years Personal Service for both individuals and for
business is our key.
We are a team of six who are licensed and trained to help
you with your insurance and financial service needs.
We are proud to be a Presidents Council agency with
Farmers Insurance and recognized as a Top of the Table
member with the industry MDRT.
498 Pearl St Ste 2
Monterey, CA 93940-3078
License Number: 0A96132

831-373-2925

http://www.farmersagent.com/lpike
Annee Martin’s background includes being
a therapist, professional chef, inn owner,
cookbook author, interior designer, real estate
consultant, professional stager and occasional
artist (her passion). Before moving to California
in 2004 she was an innkeeper and professional
chef for over 20 years and founder of Cooking
from the Heart Catering.
Annee took her love and passion for creating
beautiful, nurturing spaces and founded
Sanctuary Vacation Rentals, which allows
Annee to make use of her talents and interests.
She believes people who come and stay in
Sanctuary homes have an experience that
leaves them inspired and renewed from the
incredible beauty of the Monterey Peninsula.
It’s her desire that Sanctuary Vacation Rentals
is a place of peace and prosperity for all who
visit, work and play in this beautiful place
she feels so blessed to call home. She is an
advocate for fair and reasonable regulations
for short term rentals that supports peace in
the neighborhoods and contributes to the
economic well being of the community. She
supports AFRP, Women’s Homeless Fund, Food
Bank and affordable housing.
She is married to local architect David Martin,
who they share Sanctuary’s Ambassador of
Goodwill, Gracee Blossom Joy, who was an
AFRP rescue puppy.

(831) 264-1730

To each of
my previous and
current clients I
would like to offer
my sincere thanks.

It is my honor
to serve as
your Realtor®.
Building a Community...
One Home at a Time.
Julie Vivolo Davis
(831) 594-7283
julie.davis@cbnorcal.com
CalBRE #00930161

Rancho Cielo invests in young people who bring
gifts, challenges and potential by providing an
environment to allow them to achieve success.

Diploma education and college
readiness;
Vocational training with industry
professionals;
Life skills and job readiness;
Enrichment experiences;
Physical and emotional healing;
A safe and secure environment
in which to pursue their goals;
Positive character and Identity
development;
Connections back to our
community to become
participating and productive
members.
Twice the success rate, for 10% of the cost of incarceration.
Susie Brusa, CEO since 2009.

Women In Business

Local authors publish book about
the Monterey Bay

Provided photo of book cover

Today, Monterey Bay is a
place of beauty and natural
splendor, and is protected
by federal law as a national
marine sanctuary. It’s hard
to believe that in the 1960s,
plans called for a major industrial complex to be developed at the midpoint of the
bay, starting with a refinery
that Humble Oil intended as
a linchpin of its West Coast
operations.
The building permit sought
by the powerful company
became the focus of a bitter
and protracted conflict that
divided the region. Most
people in Monterey County wanted the jobs and
economic stability that big
industry would bring. But a
vocal minority fought back
hard against the industrialization of the bay. The
Monterey County Board
of Supervisors approved
the permit, but ultimately
Humble would never start
construction.
The controversy was one
of the first major battles of
the modern environmental
movement, and garnered
state and national attention,

including coverage in the
New York Times. It was a
critical turning point for the
Monterey Bay, home to hundreds of species of sea life,
marine mammals and birds.
This slice of Central Coast
history is examined in detail
in the new nonfiction book
Humbled: How California’s
Monterey Bay Escaped
Industrial Ruin, by Glenn
Church and Kathryn McKenzie (Vista Verde Publishing,
2020).
Church and McKenzie
chronicle the Humble affair,
starting with plans in the
1950s designating the
tiny fishing village of Moss
Landing as an industrial
center, through the events
of 1965 -1966 when Humble applied for a permit to
build a refinery. The project
was turned aside through
a concerted effort by environmentalists, farmers, and
other residents who felt a
refinery would irreparably
damage the region’s air and
water quality. It also documents the political wiliness
of local politicians who
simply outfoxed Humble,
one of the world’s biggest
corporations. Just how this
was accomplished makes a
fascinating read that is like
a textbook for environmental activism.
The book recalls some of
the personalities who wrangled over the issue, such as
Monterey County Supervisor
Tom Hudson, known for his
flamboyant antics and love
of back-room deals; State
Senator Fred Farr, who rose
above personal tragedy to

fight for the bay that he
loved; and famed photographer Ansel Adams, who
became a public and outspoken opponent of Humble Oil.
The book began when
Church and McKenzie began
reading through notes and
papers of the late Warren
Church, a former Monterey County Supervisor and
Glenn’s father, who played
a prominent role in the controversy. That led to more
than a year of research that
revealed the entire picture of
exactly what made Humble turn away from Moss
Landing.
McKenzie and Church both
grew up in the Monterey
Bay area and have a deep
love and appreciation for the
land and the environment.
McKenzie, a Monterey Bay
area journalist and environmental writer, has been
working for newspapers and
magazines for more than 35
years, including the Monterey Herald’s monthly Health
Matters magazine. Church,
a farmer and businessman,
has written extensively
about politics and has been
active in environmental and
international human rights
issues.
They have been married
since 2017, and make their
home in North Monterey
County on California’s
Central Coast. This is their
first book.
Humbled can be ordered
from vista-verde-publishing.
com, at local bookstores, and
from major online booksellers, including Amazon and
Barnes & Noble.

Readers can learn more
about Humbled in a series
of online book talks hosted
by the Monterey County
Historical Society. Church
and McKenzie will discuss
the book, their research,
and why they wrote it on
Wednesday, Nov. 18 at 7
p.m., and on other dates yet
to be determined. During
these talks, the authors will
donate to MCHS 25 percent of the proceeds from
every book ordered from
vista-verde-publishing.
com. To be included in the
Zoom event, email mchs@
redshift.com.

Provided photo of Humbled authors, Kathy McKenzie
and Glenn Church

Heather Gardner,
co- owner of Monterey
Touring Vehicles, was not
necessarily a “car girl”
before the start of the
classic car rental company
she co-founded with her
husband in late 2017 (in
fact, she holds a PhD
in cellular & molecular
biology). Although the fleet
of 36 cars does include her
very first car, a 1978 VW
Super Beetle, the concept of running a car company came out of the blue
around the Thanksgiving table when her and her family realized there was
a need in our area. A few short weeks later they hired Erin Sollecito, and
together the two women have been running the Peninsula’s only classic
car rental business. Our roads were just meant to be driven in a classic car.
Now locals and visitors have the opportunity to do just that, and can choose
from cars that span the decades. Revive your adventure!

2228 Del Monte Avenue
Monterey, CA 93940

831-337-8800

To all of our
customers,
we Thank You.

5 West Carmel Valley Road
Carmel Valley Village

831-298-8021
www.bernardus.com

Women In Business
Premium
Hearing
Healthcare
Dr. Jeannine is the only boardcertified audiologist in the Santa
Cruz and Monterey area. She
diagnoses and treats hearing loss
and specializes in tinnitus.
JeanneAnne (“Jeannine”)
Ramacho-Talley, Au.D.,
CCC-A, CH-TM

Board Certified in Audiology

At Harmony Audiology, solutions
are tailored to your needs and
values with a focus on patientcentered care.

820 Bay Avenue, Suite 210

By 2050 there will be more plastic than fish in the world’s oceans.
It is important that we become aware of the waste we are producing.
Which is why Jackie has created The Green Directive, a store
where you can find sustainable replacements for your single use
plastic items.

Email: Jackie@thegreendirective.com
Website: Thegreendirective.com
Instagram: Thegreendirective

Capitola, CA 95010
(831) 854-2882

www.harmonyaudiology.com

Over the past couple decades Angela Savage has
been a trailblazer and exceedingly efficient high
performing Realtor through rapidly changing
markets. As president of Steinbeck Real Estate &
Steinbeck Mortgage, Savage leads her sales team by
precedents and expertise. A locally owned, women
operated business, Steinbeck Real Estate & Mortgage continues its years of
success and dependability as a leading trusted independent firm. As visionary
and community leader in real estate, Savage knows knowledge is power in real
estate. Fully licensed in her field Savage has earned countless certifications
& designations. Certified by the National Association of Realtors (NAR) as a
Seniors Real Estate Specialist (SRES) Member of the NAR Military Relocation
Professional (MRP), (GRI} Graduate Realtor Institute, MRP-Military Relocation
Professional, (GPA) Green Property Advisor + National Association of Realtors
GREEN Designation, (AHWD) At Home with Diversity Certified Broker. (SFR)
Short Sales & Foreclosure Resource Certification. (REO) Transaction & Equator
Certified Broker, Real Estate Investing Certification (REBAC), (e-Pro) NAR’s e-Pro,
(PSA) Pricing Strategy Advisor.

Buying and selling Real Estate
can be one of the most important
purchases you will ever make
and my goal is to see my clients
through the process with a smooth
and memorable experience. With
my expertise in the local market,
I will focus on finding you the
ideal property and/or focus my
Marketing efforts in selling your
home at the highest dollar in the
least amount of time, tailored to
your needs.

Angela Savage

Contact:

Jennifer Hardy, Realtor

GRI/SRES/MRP/e-Pro/PSA/SFR/ AHWD/REBAC

for all of your real estate goals,
I have the keys to home.

Real Estate & Mortgage Broker
(831) 809-6387 (Direct)

831-261-1120
Jen@SteinbeckRE.com
CA DRE #02001189

angela@steinbeckre.com
CalBRE Lic.#01747510/NMLS: 1094085

Honesty. Reliability.
Dedication.

Community leaders

Rhonda has been an active member of
Santa Cruz County for over 30 years. She
successfully manages and operates their
family business that recently celebrated
three decades in the machining industry.
Rhonda is passionate about health,
nutrition, and fitness, actively taking
classes at the local community college in
nutrition. She recently aided in organizing
a group to support healthy lifestyle
management.

As professionals with deep roots in our community,
we are proud of our commitment to the clients we
serve and to the areas where we live and work.
We look forward to helping educate, enlighten and
empower our communities to achieve their business,
social and public goals.

She is also passionate about the career she
has developed at CENTURY 21 Showcase,
REALTORS® and is an active member of the
Santa Cruz Association of REALTORS®.
Rhonda’s education, business
management, and represented focus on
her clients and their best interest have her
known for providing outstanding service.

(831) 333-5900

Kathleen Huggins
Branch Service Manager

Chuck Evans, AIF®
Senior Vice President –
Branch Director
Senior Consulting Group

Rhonda Prunella
REALTOR® - DRE #01352592

(408) 334-8542

And she's all around fabulous –
just ask her mother!

(831) 333-5907

Monterey branch
4 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 120
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 333-5900

Investment and insurance products: • Not insured by the FDIC or any other
federal government agency • Not a deposit of, or guaranteed by, the bank
or an affiliate of the bank • May lose value
© 2020 RBC Wealth Management, a division of RBC Capital Markets, LLC, Member NYSE/FINRA/SIPC.
All rights reserved.
20-TJ-03549 (10/20)

ARLEEN HARDENSTEIN Realtor, SRES, GRI

ALECIA HULL

R e a lto r

M CA R Re a l to r of t h e Ye a r
Driven to make that profound
connection, Alecia excels at uniting
buyers with their ideal properties and
sellers to their futures. She truly hears
what motivates her clients, and from
start to close, fulfills her given mandate
with a highly skilled ability to deliver –
making all transactions an actual joy for
all parties. Her handling of the details
and focus on time sensitive issues
guarantees success.

C l i e n t Te sti m o n i a l s
“Arleen was AMAZING! By far the best realtor I’ve ever
worked with. Professional and personable, incredibly responsive. Smart and kind, would recommend her to others without
a hesitation.”
—Nick S.
“Arleen is a wonder! Everything went so smoothly. Every step
of the way people spoke highly of Arleen which made me feel
reassured that I was in good hands.”
—Johanne L.
“Arleen is a true professional! She kept us in the loop at all
times, advised us, found various vendors for us while we were
prepping our house to go on the market and even dropped off
supplies to help us move (and even offered to bring us dinner
on moving day!). Arleen was wonderful throughout the whole
process, we relied on her, we trust her, and she became a valued
friend!”
—Teri and Nick

Alecia.Hull@SothebysHomes.com
Arleen.Hardenstein@SothebysHomes.com

AleciaHull.com

ArleenHardenstein.com

831.238.8688 | DRE: 2027849

831.915.8989 | DRE#01710953

Annette Boggs is a leading
agent on the Monterey
Peninsula. Her unique strategic
approach to understanding
and representing clients in
all aspects of the buying
and selling experience puts
Annette in a class of her own. A
consistent top producer with an
exceptional reputation and deep
knowledge of the Monterey
market, she is hard-working and
proactive, committed to quality
and upholding the highest
ethical standards.

Annette Boggs, Realtor
COLDWELL BANKER REALTY
DRE# 01317801

831-601-5800
AnnetteBoggs.com

Founded in 1946, the Symphony has
adapted to changing times by presenting

Balcony Sessions

from its new offices in downtown
Carmel-by-the-Sea. These live streamed
performances showcase the incredible
talent of the musicians of
the Monterey Symphony.

Nicola, Noemi and Virginia work
tirelessly to achieve the mission of the
organization, play an integral role in the
community, and approach challenges
from various angles and perspectives.

The Monterey Symphony’s mission
is to engage, educate and excite
our community through the
performance and continual
discovery of symphonic music.

Nicola Reilly
Executive Director

Noemi Vera
Director of Operations

Virginia Marine
Director of External Relations

Women In Business

IRC Not-For-Profit 501 C 6
Tax ID# 47-0867062

Fundraiser

In lieu of an in-person fundraiser, The Women’s Council of Realtors is having a
drawing for a Getaway to Monterey which includes:
· A two (2) night stay in the owner’s suite at the Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa in Monterey.
This is an oceanview room valued at $1800, donated by the Cannery Row Company
· Dinner for 2 at the romantic Sardine Factory. Donated by the Cannery Row Company
· $150 wine package from Dawn’s Dream Winery (2 wine tastings & 3 bottles of wine).
Donated by Dawn’s Dream, Carmel.
· 2 tickets to the Monterey Bay Aquarium.
Tickets are $50 each and can be purchased one of four ways:
1. Visit PayPay www.paypal.me/WCRMontereyPeninsula.
2. Call or Text Debora Sanders at 831-620-2936 or Aimee Ramos at 916-871-3637.
3. E-mail WCRmontereypeninsula@gmail.com.
4. Mail a check with your email address to: P.O. Box 222292, Carmel, CA 93922.
Upon receipt, a confirmation will be sent to your email address.
Only 300 tickets will be sold! Drawing will be held on December 2, 2020

Unique Home
Décor, Exquisite
Gifts & Apparel
I love sourcing unique items,
pairing the best local vendors
with products from all over
the world.You are sure to
find the perfect gift from candles, jewelry, clothing or our
new range of men’s products.
Our Kids Store specializes in
clothes, toys, and books. Our
friendly staff are here to help
and make your shopping local
experience outstanding!

Preparations Underway
for Hartnell’s Western
Stage 2020 Season
Rehearsals have gone virtual for 2021
performances
Closure of Hartnell College
campuses due to COVID-19
has not deterred The Western Stage from preparing
to present its 2020 season
of shows. While unable to
meet, rehearse, and operate
shops in person; actors,
directors, and designers
are busy working together
virtually as they await the
reopening of campus.
Rather than cancel any of
the chosen productions, The
Western Stage has changed
its licensing agreements
to produce all six titles in
2021, with undetermined
performance dates. The
theatre has created a
general production schedule
that provides a framework
for the artistic teams that
will begin the day clearance is given to enter the

campus. This schedule
allows the company to look
forward with confidence to
the season that is waiting in
the wings.
“A Doll’s House, Pt 2”
completed several weeks of
virtual rehearsal this past
spring, and “Mr. Burns: A
Post-Electric Play” and
“The Wizard of Oz” began
their online rehearsals this
fall. With the announcement
that Hartnell will continue
instruction online in spring
of 2021, online rehearsals
have been scheduled for
“Cry Baby” and “Native
Gardens” at the start of
the New Year. The Western
Stage’s directors, choreographers, and designers are
communicating now to create exciting concepts and
designs for their audiences.

The most important piece
to fall into place will be the
assurance that people can
gather safely altogether.
While The Western Stage
maintains that the essence
of theatre is that it is a
fleeting, immediate experience and that it should be
experienced in the presence
of others, it also is investigating the options of live
streaming or recorded performances if that becomes
necessary.
The Western Stage would
like to thank its subscribers,
patrons, and friends for
their continued patience,
and the organization looks
forward to being back together in the theater soon.
Visit www.westernstage.
com to keep up to date on
the season.

Alisa Hart
831 684 0186
alisa@oihome.com

SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT
Residential & Outpatient

Individual, Group, Youth, Family & Couples counseling—English & Spanish

“We are here to help with over 50 years of experience.”

Serving the communities of Monterey and San Benito Counties
Most private insurance accepted including Medi-Cal, Anthem Blue Cross, Aetna,
Cigna, Blue Shield, United Healthcare, Aspire, Healthnet/MHN, Magellan,
Tricare, Coastal, Western Growers, and United AG Benefit Trust

Seaside Outpatient
Office 831.899.6577
Fax 831.899.6565
1201 Echo Avenue,
Seaside, CA

Salinas Outpatient
Office 831.753.6001
Fax 831.753.5169
11 Peach Drive,
Salinas, CA

King City Outpatient
Office 831.525.8101
Fax 831.525.8130
641 Broadway Street,
King City, CA

Sun Street Centers is committed to
treatment, recovery, and aftercare.
Salinas Residential Men
Office 831.753.5145 | Fax 831.753.6007
Hollister Residential Women and Perinatal
Office 831.265.7317 | Fax 831.265.7461
King City Residential Men Only and Women Only
Office 831.525.8181
Sun Street Centers has been fortunate enough
to have so many compassionate women in
business who recognize the need for people
of addiction to have quality recovery and
treatment facilities in Monterey and San Benito
counties. Karen Fanoe’s and Valerie Smith’s
presence of strength, leadership, and intellect
are what the next generation of “Women In
Business” need.Thank you both for all your
efforts and successes supporting Sun Street
Centers programs.
-Anna Foglia, CEO

www.sunstreetcenters.org
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“As
President
of
the
Board of Directors for Sun Street
Centers and a committed real
estate professional since 1999;
I pride myself on holding the
highest possible standard of
care, meeting and exceeding the
expectations of the people I work
with. My experience supporting
Sun Street Centers as a volunteer
has truly been an educational experience and a pleasure.
Between the emotional success stories of the clients and
the passion displayed by the Sun Street Centers staff,
I feel strongly that these programs are working! I believe
in the importance of successful women in business and
I believe you will find many of them at Sun Street Centers.”
- Valerie Smith, Board President

Women In Business

Female artists leave a lasting
impression on Carmel by the Sea
Early in the COVID-19 pandemic, Carmel-by-the-Sea
created a campaign to promote solidarity in the village.
To honor the town’s heritage
as an arts colony, local folk
artist Marie-Clare Treseder
Gorham painted an outdoor
mural called “Carmel Shell.”
Visitors shared selfies on
social media, and Visit
Carmel and the local library
distributed coloring pages
of the mural’s design, with
versions hanging in windows
for neighbors to see.
The campaign fits nicely
within a 100-year tradition
of artists drawing inspiration from this storybook
village. No local business
fits as well within that
storybook as Hofsas House,
a uniquely decorated, boutique inn owned by a woman
and once brought to life by a
woman who became one of
America’s finest artists.
Located in a quieter part of
downtown on San Carlos Street north of Ocean
Avenue, the Hofsas House
borrows from the fabled
Dutch/Bavarian architecture
of the 19th century.
It just needed a spectacular
adornment.
Enter Maxine Albro (18931966), who left a remarkable visual stamp on the
village with her work on the
hotel.
Among few women commissioned under the New
Deal’s Federal Art Project
during the Great Depression,
Albro became best known
for painting a large fresco at
San Francisco’s Coit Tower,

depicting agricultural life in
California.
Influenced by the work of
Mexican muralist Diego Rivera, Albro, moved to Carmel
in the 1940s, befriending
innkeeper Donna Hofsas,
who opened her hotel in
1947.
To enhance the inn’s Bavarian theme, Hofsas commissioned her friend to adorn
the building with a whimsical mural. In addition, Albro
painted three works now
hanging in the lobby, along
with the colorful, elaborate
headboard in Room 47.
(Guests often request that
room as part of the “Get Artsy Package.”)
Today, Hofsas House retains
its charm, with help from
its pronounced pink exterior
and Albro’s mural. Managed
by Hofsas’ granddaughter
Carrie Theis, the inn cherishes Albro’s work as a familial
legacy.
“We appreciate the work
by Maxine to bring more
character to Hofsas House,”
Theis said. “She adds to the
artistic history of Carmel.”
A pet-friendly hotel, Hofsas
House is located eight
blocks from the picturesque
Carmel Beach and one block
from a child-friendly City
park. It has 37 uniquely
decorated, spacious rooms,
many with ocean views.
Other amenities include continental breakfast, heated
swimming pool, dry saunas,
off-street parking, and free
wireless Internet access. For
more information, visit www.
hofsashouse.com.
Provided photos

Three Generations
of Women
Hotel Owners
“Thank you to our
community for all the
ongoing support.”
Carrie & Doris

We are open!
We are taking all precautions during this time
to ensure the safety of you and our staff.
We were recently voted best
Auto Repair in Monterey County!
- Major Repairs to Routine Maintenance
- Honest quality service at a fair price
- Smog Inspect Station
- Green certified business!
Open Monday-Friday 8:30am-5pm
384 Olympia Ave, Seaside
(831) 583-9820 • Hansautorepair.com

Casual European Elegance, Personal Service and
Traditional Family Hospitality.
Established in 1947

San Carlos Street, Between 3rd & 4th Ave
Carmel-by-the-Sea

831-624-2745

www.HofsasHouse.com

Women In Business
IMPOWER plans first-ever Harmony At Home announces
virtual luncheon fundraiser
virtual luncheon
IMPOWER, a local nonprofit organization benefitting girls and women, has announced plans
for a virtual luncheon in November. The luncheon will be in partnership with AIM for Youth
Mental Health and will focus on taking care of our mental health and well being during these
incredibly challenging times. The Virtual Luncheon is appropriately titled: 2020 Needs a Time
Out! and will be held on November 12, 2020 from 12pm – 1pm via Zoom. The event host
and discussion moderator will be Dina Ruiz, who will close the event by leading attendees
in a chair yoga/meditation session. Join your friends at IMPOWER for a fun, informative and
much needed mental health break!
Registration details will be available soon on Eventbrite and at impowerwomen.org.

Harmony At Home’s Annual Luncheon will be virtual this year. This flagship event will be
held November 13, 2020, from 12:00-1:00 p.m., with the theme, “Perseverance and grit –
standing Mission strong!”
This year is unprecedented and thus the design of a virtual experience will assure a fabulous
event to raise funds to continue providing key services to the local communities served by
Harmony At Home.
Now, more than ever, extra support is vital in order to continue to share the vision and mission of Harmony At Home with its constituents.
“During these difficult times, Harmony At Home’s services are needed immensely,” said Executive Director and Founder, Julianne Leavy. “Our families are struggling in so many ways
and our mental health, bullying prevention, and support services are critical to the health
and wellbeing of our communities.”
With a solid Board led by strong women, Harmony At Home hopes to engage over 500 people this year thanks to virtual platforms available to reach out further.
Harmony At Home provides a variety of social services around Monterey County serving
more than 13,000 children, youth and
families, this year alone.
Its Mission is to end the cycles of violence and abuse by empowering children
and young adults with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence to lead healthy
and productive lives. For more about
Harmony At Home, visit www.harmony-at-home.org.

Your Monterey Peninsula Real Estate Specialist
Raised here and selling the Monterey Peninsula for over 25 years, Ann offers the
experience you can trust. She is determined to get the results you want. Ann’s
business comes mostly from repeat clients and referrals, which she feels is the
greatest compliment she can receive as a Realtor. Vested here and believing that
this is one of the best places to own real estate, Ann Albanese-Freeman will get
you where you want to go.

Search for Monterey Peninsula real estate at RealEstateAnn.com

My business goes far
beyond the act of selling
homes. I am an integral
part of the fabric of the
community. Clients
need a project manager,
advocate, negotiator, and
confidant. I am proud of
the multi-dimensional
and high-quality level
of care and service
I am able to provide.
I’m proud of being
a young, minority
female entrepreneur.

In 2017, Christina Riddoch opened her first escape
room, which features a number of themed rooms in
which a team of players enter, all with the simple goal
of working together with their team to crack codes,
decipher clues, and solve cyphers and puzzles
within 60 minutes to escape the room.
Escape rooms are based on the
escape-the-room videos and online games.
It’s as if the classic board game “Clue” became a
live-action game you play with others in real locations.
Still here and in business - we have games and gift certificates for sale

Follow us on Facebook for our latest updates
EscapeRoom831.com

831-241-6616

Aimee Thayer-Garcia
831-435-9146
Aimee@aimeeandangel.com
CAL BRE 01846533

Hudson Martin is OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Law ﬁrms, especially those like ours that focus on estate planning and business matters, are essential during these difﬁcult times so that Californians can obtain the important legal guidance, resources and documents they need. Our attorneys are meeting with clients using ZOOM video and teleconferencing. When needed for emergencies
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and for signing estate-related documents, we are making home visits using extreme care, protective gear, and taking all measures possible for client safety and peace of mind.

  

Estate Planning | Probate | Conservatorships | Business Law
Human Resources | Contracts | Leases | Commercial Litigation
490 Calle Principal, Monterey | 831.375.3151 | hudsonmartin.com

