A SPECIAL SECTION

DSM WEDDINGS

108 HOW TO DO YOUR WEDDING DO
121 LOCAL LOVE 135 IF THEY COULD DO IT AGAIN...

As delicate as a bouquet, as enduring as a
lifetime, weddings capture a spirit to be held in
our hearts and shared with those we love.
Consider the treasured aspects of weddings on
the following pages. Pictured: Mary Lacy’s
dress and bridal party bouquets. Turn to page
122 for more photos of the wedding.
Photographer: Anna Jones.
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WEDDINGS

HOW TO DO
YOUR WEDDING DO

CHOOSING THAT SPECIAL
HAIRSTYLE FOR THAT SPECIAL DAY.

WRITER: LAUREL LUND
HAIRSTYLES BY SALON SPA W
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Wedding hairstyles today are all about
effortless, casual looks with texture, like this
half up, half down style with romantic waves.
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Side swept, this low textured style with
chignon is perfect for a veil or hat.
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nce a bride-to-be says yes
to the dress, it’s time to say
“l do” to the “do.”

The ideal bridal
hairstyle not only
complements the bride’s
personality and choice of

wedding gown but also
becomes a fashion statement on its own. And today’s
brides can choose among hairstyles that run from casual
to classic, trendy to traditional.

This year’s bridal coif is natural, tousled and textured —
perfectly imperfect. Top trends include romantic low-
and-loose textured buns with twists or braids, sleek top
buns, elegant chignons and French twists, according to
the stylists at Salon Spa W.

Aveda Institute stylist Molly DeVenney adds that
“feminine flair is trending, with half-up/half-down styles
and those with romantic curls.”

Some brides are embracing their inner Bohemian
goddess, “choosing romantic beach waves, ‘Boho’
flower crowns and flower-woven hairpieces,” says

Brianne Cummins of Hair by Brianne, who frequently
contributes to dsm magazine.

SAVE THE DATE

Once the wedding date is set, the bride-to-be should
book her favorite salon up to one year in advance and a
hairstyle trial at least one month in advance. This helps
ensure that if her dream do is not do-able, there’s time to
create another look she loves.

DeVenney requires a trial run six months in advance.
And Cummins likes to book a two-hour trial run on the
same day the bride might be involved in other prenuptial
events, such as photo shoots and bachelorette parties.

All the stylists interviewed say that on the day of the
wedding, they need at least two hours before the bride’s
trip down the aisle to work their magic. This gives them
enough time to ply their craft and make sure the results
will last so that the bride feels photo-op fresh throughout
one of the most memorable days of her life.

To find inspiration for your wedding-day do, check
out Salon Spa W'’s showcase of elegant and smart looks
in this story.
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PHOTOGRAPHER: MICHAEL FALCO
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A modern farmhouse boutique hotel in the Des Moines Metro
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WEDDINGS
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This effortless, twisted “Boho chic” style is
perfect for a statement headpiece.
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A bespoke bakery providing
extraordinary cakes and
desserts to events around the
Des Moines area.

Doré, the word for golden in French,
symbolizes excellence. In baking this
represents the artistry and passion

that makes each dessert the best it can
possibly be. Our emblem is a variation
of a honeycomb, inspired by the
hardworking and industrious honeybee.

Doré is Des Moines finest high end
bakery featuring custom, made to
order desserts. Chef Nik Pugmire
creates everything from scratch and
customized specifically towards your
event. From decadently unique cakes
to seasonal macaroons or rustic tarts,
schedule your private consultation and
get your orders in today!

515-330-1517

dorebakerydsm@gmail.com

dorebakerydsm.com

“ u r@ /dorebakerydsm

i

Des Moines’ most unique
wedding venue.

Our historic former Des Moines Brewery
building is filled with character and
charm highlighted by the exposed brick
walls and wood re-claimed from the
original structure throughout the space.
With a luxurious private bridal suite,

all new modern amenities, multi-use
mezzanine with balcony, east facing
patio with sweeping capitol views,
ample air conditioning and large storage
areas for staging receptions, The River
Center can be host to the most elaborate
of weddings. Our on-site kitchens and
catering facilities will assure a wonderful
guest experience when enjoying your
European Chef created menu. Contact
us today to schedule your private tour or

menu consultations!

515-330-1517

eventsales@rivercenterdsm.com

rivercenterdsm.com

n u r@ /Rivercenterdsm

We are your local source for
fresh, innovative and beautifully
crafted custom events.

At Trellis, our philosophy is that food
should be fresh, fun and most of all.....
shared! We pride ourselves on creating
custom menus that are uniquely
displayed, locally sourced and made
from scratch.

We start with a consultation to ensure we
are building a menu and its presentation
that perfectly pairs with your event.

Our full-service event staff have worked
the finest events across the metro and
our chefs bring an international menu
perspective to create an event uniquely

delicious for you and your guests.

515-330-1517
eventsales@trelliscafedsm.com

trelliscafedsm.com
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Soft, natural waves create a casual®
look that is elegant, yet seel as
carefree as a day at the
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You're engaged to the person of your dreams, now what?

The Meadows Events & Conference Center is the beautiful, modern venue you
have been looking for. Located just minutes from downtown Des Moines, our
Events Center provides more than 20 unique event spaces, each of which can

be arranged to fit your needs and budget.

Wedding Receptions | Ceremonies | Rehearsal Dinners

Call 515.967.1000 to speak to
an event planner today.

prairiemeadows.com // Altoona, 1A

Bachelor & Bachelorette Parties

THE

MEADOWS

EVENTS & CONFERENCE CENTER



INSPIRE
ELEVATE
CELEBRATE
THE
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22 9TH STREET ¢ DES MOINES ¢ (515) 243-4405 « WWW.WESTENDSALVAGE.COM



Moines area and operates as the exclusive
caterer for some of downtown’s most
influential and distinctive venues. Our

yd\ Catering DSM services the Greater Des
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custom menus, thoughtful planning, and
spirited event team seamlessly complement
your personal creativity.

O —
n
3

€} 515.508.0829 - CATERINGdsm.com
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PERFORMING ARTS
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EVENT SPACE

BURGERS AND GREENS AT CAPITAL SQUARE




WEDDINGS

BOCAL LOVE

COUPLES CELEBRATE THEIR BIG DAY.

Mary Lacy gets ready for her wedding. Turn the page to see more photos
from the June celebration. Photographer: Anna Jones.
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WEDDINGS
MARY LACY & GREG BEST
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ary Lacy and Greg Best

married at St. Joseph Chapel
at Dowling Catholic High
School, where Mary is an
alumna. Elegant sophistication

defined the couple’s reception at Glen Oaks
Country Club, from the exquisite table settings to
the flower-draped lanterns hanging from the
ceiling. Florist Maya Boettcher’s arrangements
“really blew us away,” Mary says. The couple’s
favorite memory, though, is “dancing with all our
friends to the awesome band. They were a blast!”
Greg and Mary now live in Chicago, where Mary
is a pharmacy manager and Greg is a director of
talent acquisition for a mobile network company.

Wedding date: June 1, 2019
Photographer: Anna Jones
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SAY MORE WITH

BOESEN

SINCE 1923

ooy T ele i, Besen. }

Boesen the Florist offers an experienced team of professional wedding

consultants and designers to curate the perfect flowers and style state-
ments for your special day. We never compromise on product quality
and our wedding services are unparalleled. Call us at your convenience

with any questions or to schedule a free no-obligation consultation.

515.244.ROSE | BOESEN.COM

\. A

RON PEARSON
CENTER

515-267-2892

5820 WESTOWN PARKWAY,
WEST DES MOINES, |IA

WWW.RONPEARSONCENTER.COM

\
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ackie Bassman and
Clinton Akerberg, who
manage the Wealth
Consulting Group,
traveled to France for
their spring wedding. Two years
earlier, Clinton had proposed in
Provence and “we fell in love with
region, the people, the culture, the
rosé and the food,” Jackie says.
About 50 people attended their
wedding, and, she adds, “we have
never felt so surrounded by love.”

Wedding date: May 25, 2019
Photographer: Justin Salem Meyer
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WEDDINGS

I JACKIE BASSMAN & CLINTON AKERBERG
¥
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SAY | DO

From the proposal to the reception, let us
hold your hand every step of the way.

Our Certified Wedding Specialist is here
to guide you through every detail and
every step of your magical day!

MARRIOTT
West Des Moines

At N N0 J | ; -

Rebecca Hemesath | Special Event Manager, Marriott Certified Wedding Planner | 515-457-3201 | rhemesath@kinseth.com

ELvE B el
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HOW
DIFFERENT
WOULD

/ Projects

501 East Locust Street Des Moines, lowa 50309 T. 515-557-1833
projectsfurniture.com sales@projectsfurniture.com
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Maximize Your Family Time

Fly in comfort and convenience with Des Moines’ only
locally-based private jet charter. We're honored to get
your family where you need to be with the highest
standards in safety and customer service.

EXEC1

AVIATION

execlaviation.com | 515.965.1020 | Ankeny Regional Airport | Call for a quote today!
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shley Block and Sam Myers planned

to get married outdoors at Jester

Park, but a rainstorm moved the

festivities inside. That didn’t

dampen their spirits, though; in fact,
the storm clouds provided a dramatic backdrop
for photos. “The photos truly are what we were
doing—enjoying the clouds and the wind bringing
in the storm with no fear of being rained on,”
Ashley says. “We had been through a lot in the last
two years, and the storm represented that to us—
taking on the storm together.”

Wedding date: July 20, 2019
Photographer: Laura Wills Photography




IOWA
#RBORETUM,
YOUR STORY BEGINS HERE.

To plan your event, contact Megan Mariotti at megan@iowaarboretum.org or 515.795.3216

1875 Peach Avenue | Madrid, IA50156 | iowaarboretum.org

For information contact:
Meghan Spomer, Event Director
Hyperion Field Club
7390 NW Beaver Drive
Johnston, lowa 50131
(515) 278-4711, ext. 114
mspomer@hyperionfc.com

é
HYPERION

FIELD CLUB

YOUR
SPECIAL DAY
IS MEANT
T0 BE TREASURED

LET US HANDLE THE DETAILS

info@tangerinefoodco.com
tangerinefoodco.com | 515.720.7510

food company
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WEDDINGS

It 'hey

Could Do It
Again...

LOCAL BRIDES REVEAL
WHAT THEY WOULD'VE DONE DIFFERENTLY
ON THEIR WEDDING DAY.

WRITER: KELSEY BATSCHELET

here’s a lot of pressure on We asked local brides what they would
brides these days, from change about their wedding day if given
planning the perfect the chance. Though they all said what
ceremony to capturing mattered most was celebrating their
Instagram-worthy photos to making love for their partner, they also all
sure the cake shows up on time. acknowledged there are things they’d
Any bride will tell you, however, do differently—from finding time to relax
that no matter how well you plan, you’re beforehand to foregoing a wedding
never truly in control of your wedding day. altogether in favor of eloping.
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WEDDINGS

Repurpose

Your Flowers

MIRIAM DE DIOS WOODWARD
CEO, PolicyWorks

Miriam De Dios Woodward and her husband, Nick, left for their honeymoon the

day after their wedding, which meant the majority of their flower arrangements

ended up being tossed. “The only thing | would’ve liked to change was having

a plan in place to repurpose all of our amazing flowers after the big day,”

she says. “l learned after the fact that we could have potentially donated them

to a nursing home, homeless shelter or other organizations. | do

wish others could have enjoyed our beautiful flowers for a while longer.”

HIRE A HELPING HAND

SOPHIA AHMAD
Senior director of development, Mercy Foundation

Sophia Ahmad wed in the Temple for Performing Arts,
where she and her groom, John Helmich, both serve
on the Des Moines Symphony Academy faculty.

“We had a magical day, but if | could tweak one
element, | would have hired a day-of coordinator,” she
says. “Our cake didn’t show up—fortunately, Glorious
Desserts swept in to save the day—and a coordinator
managing all aspects of things like catering,
audiovisual and traffic flow would have helped me
focus even more on our special day.”
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VET YOUR VENDORS

KRISTIN PORTER
Blogger at lowagirleats.com and author

Kristin Porter wouldn’t change anything about the
actual wedding day she shared with husband Ben, but
she would change the way it was documented. “l wish

we had interviewed more photographers before
settling on ours, who we didn’t love,” she says. “Ask
the photographer for references so you can call their
past clients and ask how their wedding and
engagement shoot went. Then see if they’d
recommend them.”



alisbury House and Gardens offers the
elegance of a historic mansion with beautiful
manicured gardens bordered by lush woodlands.

The perfect setting for your fairytale wedding.

We offer an array of options for wedding
ceremonies, receptions, rehearsal dinners
and bridal showers. For more information

email rvaughan@salisburyhouse.org or

call 515.274.1777. SalisburyHouse.org

SALISBURY

HOUSE (77, GARDENS

EST. 1994

Cc:?/ Club

()(/‘/fg ?[dz!ng/ Q/j CC%/(Z/?A

— _ Ln i

AWARD-WINNING COUNTRY CLUB
WorLD CrASS GOLF COURSE
FamiLy FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE
UNPARALLELED SERVICE

>

1401 Glen Oaks Drive | West Des Moines, IA 50266
515.221.9000 | glenoakscc.com
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WEDDINGS

Elect

LIZ KEEHNER

Program manager, VentureNet lowa

Though Liz Keehner’s wedding day turned out exactly as she and her
husband, Logan, wanted, she might not do it again, given the chance.

“My husband and | are very low-key, and planning a wedding felt like more
of a production than we were interested in—not to mention the cost,” she
says. “If there’s one thing | could change about our wedding day,

it would be choosing to elope versus having a traditional wedding.”
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PHOTOGRAPHY: CHRISTOPHER MAHARRY
BRIDE AND CLIENT: MADDI (SCHOFIELD) GITHENS
STYLED BY: NICOLE HOFFMAN

“WE DO

Let our talented team make you look great on your special day,
appointments available in salon or we can come to you. Call
today for details.

RICK MOSLEY HAIR | 12851 UNIVERSITY AVE., SUITE 300 | CLIVE, IA 50325
515-279-4075 | WWW.RICKMOSLEYHAIR.COM

[In

Civic Music PURCHASE

o TICKETS
Association TODAY!

CANTUS: Three
Tales:of Christmas

FRI, DEC 6, 2019 - STAPLIN PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Men’s choral ensemble Cantus pairs
familiar carols and new holiday classics with
narrated passages from famed tales such as
A Christmas Carol. Experience the joy of the
season with the perfect dose of nostalgia in

Three Tales of Christmas.
For more information, visit civicmusic.org or call 515.280.4020.

'ISTAYBRIDGE'I
I S UITESS ®

AN IHG"HOTEL

515-223-0000
6905 Lake Dr. - West Des Moines, IA 50266
staybridgesales@kellyinns.com - www.sb-westdesmoines.com

Located off 1-80, Exit 121

90 Suites » Complimentary hot breakfast buffet + Complimentary WIFI » 24-Hour Indoor pool &
whirlpool ¢ In-room coffee maker, iron & board, hair dryer * The Pantry - 24-hour convenience store
- onsite * The Social - Complimentary beverages & light meal Monday through Wednesday
Kitchenette equipped with full size refrigerator, microwave, stovetop, dishwasher & cookware
Pets welcome - small non-refundable deposit * Complimentary self-serve guest laundry
Elevator ¢ Exercise Facility * Meeting Facilities - 1,000 sq. ft

o Rewards
IHG Rewards Club - ihgrewardsclub.com IH}} Club

' [ Barnes’ Place
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WEDDINGS

CONSIDER
THE SEASON

HILLARY FERRY
Senior digital marketing director,
Two Rivers Marketing

A minimalist venue with floor-to-
ceiling windows—but no air
conditioning—set the scene for
Hillary and Adam Ferry’s
wedding. “Looking back, | have
no regrets about the venue, but

| would have moved our wedding
date to the spring or fall to make
it a little more comfortable for
our guests,” she says.

THE MORE
THE MERRIER

ERICA AXIOTIS
Director of development,
ChildServe

Erica Axiotis’ background in
event planning and fundraising
meant her wedding went off
without a hitch. “Because of my
organized planning, | was able to
invite a lot of people. We had 300
people at our wedding, but at
some point | had to cut the
[invitation] list off,” says Axiotis,
whose husband is Christopher
Axiotis. “l don’t think we left
anyone off the list that we
wanted to celebrate with us, but
if | could go back | might invite
even more people, because in
the end, the more the merrier!”
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Take Time to
Relax and
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LAUREN DAY
Freelance stylist and designer; blogger at dayshiftblog.com

A DIY-er at heart with a gift for styling, Lauren Day and her husband, Austin,
did most of the handiwork when it came to their wedding decorations. “We
took on a lot of DIY projects that saved us money, but also demanded a lot
of time and decision-making,” she says. “l had planned to have a few weeks
off of work before the big day, but | let my employer talk me out of it to help
with a project at the 11th hour. The week of the wedding | went from painting
a pergola half the size of a football field to my bachelorette party to
unloading decorations and furniture to my rehearsal. | wish | had allowed
myself the margin of spending more time with my wedding party, getting
pampered and just feeling at ease before the big day.” m
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