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Gridley history rich, varied

GRIDLEY HOMETOWN NEWS PHOTO BY DAVID VANTRESS
The “Historic Downtown Gridley arch beckons visitors to check out the city’s
vibrant central business district.

There’s a reason we’re the best
Chinese restaurant in the area.
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By David Vantress
Correspondent

Most small towns in California are
proud of their history.

Gridley is no different, and as the
community continues to grow and adapt
to an exciting future, it acknowledges its
storied past.

The city of Gridley will celebrate its
115th anniversary in 2020. It was incor-
porated Nov. 23, 1905.

Farming and agriculture have always
been a big part of Gridley’s past and
present, and can be expected to remain
part of the city’s future.

The city is named for its founder,
George Gridley, a prosperous sheep
rancher and one of the city’s earliest
landowners.

“Silk Stocking Row,” the many
well-preserved  turn-of-the-century
homes on Hazel Street, was so named
because during the Depression the only
women who could afford silk stockings
lived in these homes.

Railroad construction led to the cre-
ation and growth of many small commu-
nities, and that applied to Gridley, as
well. The Central Pacific Railroad laid
tracks from Oregon to Chico in 1865.

The railroad finished its path to Grid-
ley in 1870, contributing greating to the
new Northern California community.
The principal products from the Gridley
area were wool and sheep.

Orchards, field crops, and cattle soon
followed.

In 1896, the Libby, McNeil & Libby-
Cannery was established and became
one of the largest peach canning opera-

tions in the world. The first home and
store in Gridley were built by L.C. Stone
in 1874.

Stone served as postmaster, the train
depot and express agent, as well as a
merchant. Wells Fargo & Co. opened its
office in 1871 and soon other businesses
came to the burgeoning new community.

In the early 1900s, Gridley became a
destination community for members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day
Saints.

Mormons began emigrating from the
Rexburg, Idaho area to Gridley in
November 1906, in response to a state of
California advertising campaign.

By February of the following year the
Gridley branch of the church was orga-
nized and more Latter-day Saints contin-
ued coming to Gridley from Idaho,
Nevada, Utah and other states, effec-
tively the turning the small but growing
farming community into a Mormon
enclave, according to Richard Cowan’s
1996 book, “California Saints: A 150-
year legacy in the Golden State.

By the end of 1908 there were some
500 LDS settlers in the Gridley area. The
LDS church’s first chapel was con-
structed on the west corner of Sycamore
and Vermont Streets in 1912 with a seat-
ing capacity of 1,000.

It was the largest LDS meetinghouse
west of Salt Lake City at that time.

Today, Gridley proudly advertises
itself as “The Small Town That Loves
Company,” and the community will get
a big chance to prove it this spring and
summer as the Gridley Camp Fire Com-
munity brings more than 1,000 Camp
Fire survivors to the city for temporary
housing.

davidvantress@gmail.com
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Faming is one of the main things that has kept Gridley alive over its long and rich history.

C EN T URY 21 ‘Each client | work with - whether
a buyer or a seller - is unique, and |
Select Real Estate, Inc. work diligently to listen carefully to their

wants, needs and challenges so we

PrOUd/y located in Gr/d/ey for can meet them together
over 25 years.

Serving all of Butte County and the  \When you hire me as your real estate
Surrounding Areas agent, you will be teaming up with a
hardworking, enthusiastic real estate

1495 nghway 99, Ste #A professional who is on your side and

will assist you in meeting your goals

Gridley, CA 95948 through every step of the buying or

selling process. ¢

Cell: 530.403.6352 - Christie
Christie Hicks Email: chicks.sells@gmail.com

Realtor www.christiesellshomes.com
Cal DRE#O1 982258 ©2018 CENTURY 21 Select Real Estate, Inc. All rights reserved. CENTURY 21® and the CENTURY 21 Logo are m @ ”‘ s

registered trademarks owned by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated. REALTOE
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Orchard Hospital a vital part of Gridley community

By David Vantress
Correspondent

Any small community needs a strong
healthcare presence.

Gridley has just that in Orchard Hos-
pital.

The 45-bed facility is celebrating its
70th birthday in 2019. And its leader-
ship and staff are planning on being
around for at least another 70 years!

Orchard Hospital traces its roots
back to 1949, when a pledge drive led
to the establishment of what was then
called “Biggs-Gridley Memorial Hospi-
tal.”

The pledge drive focused on the
Butte County communities of Gridley,
Biggs and Richvale and the Sutter
County community of Live Oak. The
goal at the time was to provide closer-
to-home health care for the small com-
munities.

The fund drive raised $700,000, and

Gridley’s Orchard Hospital dates back to 1949 and is a big part of the Gridley community.

a $17,000 federal grant helped buy hos-
pital equipment.

The small community hospital
started with 30 beds and has grown
slowly over the years. It was rebranded
as Orchard Hospital in 2013, and also

Maria Topete,

/

Y

1487 Hwy 99, Suite C  Gridley, CA 95948-2113
Cell 530 617 2075

Bus 530 797 9006 *

Agent

Fax 888 617 3897

maria.topete.t8ke@statefarm.com
Insurance License #0H97476

NMLS #139716 NMLS MLO #1072219 MLO License #CA-DB01072219
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
For Emergency Road Service, call 877-627-5757.

operates the Medical Specialty Center
at 284 Spruce Street.

Orchard Hospital staff describes
their facility as “A place where employ-
ees, volunteers and physicians collabo-
rate to create an environment of com-

GRIDLEY HOMETOWN NEWS PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

passion, humanity and care for the
community we serve.”

A new hospital will soon be con-
structed, as a planned new ER project
has been expanded to include just build-
ing an entirely new hospital.

Glenn Crye’s

TR
OWNER
GLENN CRYE

BRAKES ¢ BELTS & HOSES
FUEL INJECTION ¢ SMOGS * TUNEUPS
CHECK ENGINE LIGHT REPAIR

WHO YA GONNA
CALL WHEN
THIS LIGHT
TURNS ON?

1240 Hwy 99
Gridley, CA 95948

7
CHECK

Office: (530) 846-4442
Mobile: (530) 301-3443

email: 99smogandtuneup@sbcglobal.net
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Gridley Chamber honors survivors with
Red Suspenders theme “Butte Strong”

When it came time for the Gridley
Area Chamber of Commerce board to
name their theme for the May 18, 2019
Red Suspenders Day celebration it was
unanimous that with all that has hap-
pened since the November 8, 2018
Camp Fire the survivors and first
responders needed to be recognized.

Red t-shirts with this logo are avail-
able at the Chamber Office or the Dis-
tribution Center across the street for
just $15.

People have chosen to move to Grid-
ley either to rent or buy homes and have
commented while visiting the Distribu-
tion Center that they have been gra-
ciously welcomed and like the town.

Survivors will be included in the 11

a.m., parade and invited to participate
by joining the line-up at the south end
of Virginia Street by 10:30 a.m., on
Saturday.

On Friday morning, the celebration
will begin with the annual Unjustice
Court at Rotary Park with Justice of the
Peace duties performed by Grid-
ley-Biggs Police Chief Allan Byers.
This is a great way to catch up with
friends, enjoy some pizza for lunch and
support the Chamber so either bring
your wallet or have friends ready to bail
you out. Friday night = will bring the
annual Guns ‘N Hoses sponsored by

Gridley-Biggs Police and Fire at Vierra
Park starting at 6 p.m.
Saturday’s events start early with the

PHOTO PROVIDED

T-SHIRTS AVAILABLE FOR RED SUSPENDERS DAY CELEBRATION - The
58th Annual Red Suspenders Day Celebration will be held Saturday, May
18 and souvenir t-shirts commemorating this years “Butte Strong” theme
are available by calling Sylvia at A+ Custom Vinyl, 530-565-8528. The cost
is $15 and t-shirts can be picked up at the Chamber office after ordering.
Gridley-Biggs Police and Gridley Fire Department are helping the
Chamber of Commerce board with the planning of this great event. The
pancake breakfast will start at 7 a.m., bed races at 10 a.m., and parade at
11 a.m., followed by Firemen’s games, two pinewood derbies, music by
Hillcrest Avenue and loads of vendors with many different food choices.
The Gridley Museum Tri-Tip Dinner will be from 4 to 7 p.m., in front of the
museum with drive-up available for just $20 per ticket. Tickets available at
the museum or from any board member.

Little League and Knights of Columbus
Pancake Breakfast at Railroad Park at 7
a.m. Vendors will be busy setting up at
this time on Hazel Street between Rail-
road and Quota Parks along with Dad-
dow Park as the shopping begins at 8
a.m. Entertainment includes a rock wall
and a pinewood derby competition in
Daddow Park following the parade
sponsored by the Cub Scouts bringing
in competitors from Butte and Glenn
Counties. The Hillcrest Avenue Band
will perform at Daddow Park starting
after the parade at 12:30 and the
ever-popular Fireman’s Games will
begin at 1 p.m., at Rotary Park. Speak-
ing of Rotary Park, be sure to visit there
for all the many activities for kids.

A car show will be on Kentucky
Street with many beautiful classic cars

on display.

To cap off the two days of activities,
the Gridley Museum will host their 5th
Annual Tri Tip Dinner, made possible
by service organizations FOCUS,
AAUW, Gridley Rotary and Lions,
Quota Club and Knights of Columbus.
Tickets will be just $20 and available at
the museum Tuesday - Friday 10 a.m.,
to 2 p.m. There will be plenty of seating
along with drive-up dinners available.

Many vendors have already signed
up for this great event in it’s 58th year
and there is still time to sign up as a
vendor or for the parade by visiting the
Chamber office at 890 Hazel Street.
Call 846-3142 for more information.

The Chamber’s Farmers Market will
begin June 4 from 5:30 p.m., to 8 p.m.,
each Tuesday until August 20.

Trusted & Local

/ % ;'\ Tlres

ey

shop with confidence.

Tires | Alignment | Brakes | Batteries | Wheels | Shocks

1742 CA Hwy 99 | Gridley

846-2553

k4
Shon Cook, v
Manager ‘
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(Gridey Fire Department strives to protect community

By David Vantress
Correspondent

Small towns depend
greatly on their fire de-
partment.

That’s also the case in
Gridley, where the city
contracts with CAL FIRE
for the majority of fire ser-
vices and also maintains a
volunteer department.

“We protect Gridley
from fire and other threats
to life safety. We envi-
sion a community free of
threat from fire or risk to
life safety. We value com-
passion, loyalty, integrity,

and Gridley, the commu-
nity we protect,” the de-
partment says on its page
on the City of Gridley
website.

The Gridley Fire De-
partment provides a num-
ber of services, including
fire, rescue, emergency
medical, public service,
and hazardous materials
emergency response ser-
vice for the City of Grid-
ley.

This includes fire pre-
vention, pre-fire planning,
emergency preparedness,
firefighting, fire investi-
gation, and code enforce-
ment.

The Gridley Fire De-
partment operates two
components, a career staff
funded jointly by the City
and County, responsible
for day-to-day operations
and staffed by CAL FIRE
personnel; and a volun-
teer company providing
additional depth of per-
sonnel.

The volunteer compo-
nent of the Gridley Fire
Department City of Grid-
ley is a combination Fire
Department with full-
time CAL FIRE Firefight-
ers and Gridley area citi-
zen Volunteer Firefighters.

Volunteers meet regu-

500#0@ mcl Gpmtage

Scott ¢ Linda GDou?&zs
556 Kentucky Street « Gridley

(530) 797-9186

Open Tuesday - Sautrday 11-5
scotlindvintage@gmail.com

Toy Train Repair

larly for training, accord-
ing to the department’s
website. Training is done
cooperatively with Butte
County Fire and includes
all basic firefighting skills:
first aid, ladders, breath-
ing apparatus use, hose
streams, vehicle extrica-
tion, etc.

This ongoing training is
in addition to the initial
basic operations training
course.

For more information
about becoming a Gridley
Volunteer Firefighter, visit
www.joinbcfd.org  and
submit a Volunteer Fire-
fighter Interest Form.

&
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GREAT'FOOD),FAST SERVICE}

COME TRY ONE OF OUR 13"BEERS"ON TAP!

Scott Douglas
(530) 797-9186

CARRY-OU|

e _AND
i el S GIETLCERTIEICATES/AVAILABLE
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Lionel, American Flyer,
Marx & Ives

L4

- 91/ A_-.

- ...530-797-9384
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The Gridley Fire Department’s main fire station on East Gridley Road is pictured.

Teri Garcia
Realtor
CalBRE#01363526

Select Real Estate, Inc.

2 CENTURY 21

Proudly located in Gridley for
over 25 years.

Centurion Award
1495 Highway 99, Ste #A
Gridley, CA 95948

Cell: 530.370.0158 i
eFax: 530.237.8705 =
Email: tgarcia@c21selectgroup.com
www.teri.garcia.c21selectgroup.com
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“It’s Your Journey.
I’m Here To Help.”

Camp Fire
assistance is
available!

©2018 CENTURY 21 Select Real
Estate, Inc. All rights reserved.
CENTURY 21® and the CENTURY 21
Logo are registered trademarks owned
by Century 21 Real Estate LLC. Each
Office is Independently Owned and
Operated.

=2 Ryis

-------- REALTOR®
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Gridley schools part
of community’s charm

By David Vantress
Correspondent

Most small towns are proud of their
school system and consider it a jewel.

That’s certainly the case in Gridley,
where the Gridley Unified School Dis-
trict and Manzanita School are both
shining examples of educational excel-
lence.

Manzanita School, located at 627 E.
Evans Reimer Road, has students from
grades K-8. It feeds into Gridley High
School. It has an enrollment of just
under 300 and employs 14 teachers,
along with a GATE specialist and a
music specialist.

Gridley High School, meanwhile, is
the biggest school in the Gridley school
district, with an enrollment of about
600. It employs 32 teachers and two
counselors.

The high school offers five CTE
(Careeer Technology Education) acade-
mies: Agricultural Manufacturing, Ani-
mal Science, Horticultural Science,
Arts, Media, and Entertainment, and a
Health Sciences Academy with Orchard
Hospital.

Esperanza High School, a continua-
tion high school program, serves 25
students with two teachers. The GUSD
also offers an independent study pro-
gram.

Sycamore Middle School, the dis-
trict’s only middle school, has an enroll-
ment of about 480.. The school serves
grades 6-8 and employs 22 teachers.

The district has two elementary
schools: McKinley and Wilson. McKin-
ley is for kindergarten and first grade. It
has an enrollment of 320. Wilson takes
in grades 2-5. With 580 students, it’s the
second biggest school in the Gridley
district.

GRIDLEY HOMETOWN NEWS PHOTO BY DAVID VANTRESS

Former Gridley High School three-sport athlete Lauren Erickson graduated in 2018. Excellent
athletic programs are just one key component of an excellent Gridley school system.

Pﬁoudly serving
7

1709 Hwy 99
Gridley
846-4724

WARRANTY

INCLUDED IN THE FUBRCHASE OF MNEW VEHICLES”
*SEE DEALEA FOR DETMLY

Factory Trained Technicians for
Professional & Friendly Service

U yearss

20 YEAR

200,000 MILE POWER TRAIN

Hamman Real Estate

Serving all your Real Estate necds since wii!
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Garden House Boutique
17 W Rio Bonito Rd. Biggs
Monday-Thursday 8am to 4pm
Friday & Saturday 10am to 2pm

lavenderranch@Ilavenderranch.com
www.facebook.com/LavenderRanch
530.868.5151

r—_——_—1

|1 COUPON;

'.‘.‘.i‘.'i’!;'?_'._-_ : 20% OFF :

wasss. 18 1 $50° or more!|

o litig Great gifts for |1 porecsiin. |
Mother’s Day! | !

L-_____J

5 BT

Lavender | Invigorate | Refresh | Renew | Soothe

At Lavender Ranch™, we provide real blossoms, purity and essence. We create health and beauty products that
are free of toxins and harmful chemicals. We strive to capture the true essence of Mother Nature! Shop for a wide
range of lavender products, including soap, lotions, moisturizers, and more! We invite you to experience the Real

Essences from Mother Nature that Lavender Ranch™ is committed to delivering, because we know what goes on
your body goes in your body.
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Camp Fire Distribution Center part of Gridley's hometown spirit
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Gridley Chamber of Commerce President Lynne Spencer moves among the donated goods
at the Gridley Camp Fire Distribution Center on a recent Tuesday morning.
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By David Vantress
Correspondent

One of the things Gridley residents take the most pride in about their small
community is its spirit.

“The Small Town That Loves Company,” is Gridley’s motto.

It could just as well be “The Small Town That Likes To Help.”

That helping spirit has been on display in a big way these past few months in
the wake of the Camp Fire, which devastated the Butte County communities of
Paradise and Magalia.

The city of Gridley is
getting ready to welcome
the Camp Fire Commu-
nity, which will bring
more than a thousand
Camp Fire survivors to
the area for as long as two
years.

But from the early
days of the Camp Fire
tragedy, Gridley stepped
up in a big way to help,
with residents collecting
clothing, food, and other
items for fire survivors.

Dozens of Camp Fire
survivors stream into the
large space inside the Ag-
Data building each Tues-
day and Thursday to get
clothes, personal items,
and numerous other needs
met. As many as 35 survi-
vors have come to the
center on any given day.

Gridley residents have
stepped forward in a big
way to help out, accord-
ing to Lynne Spencer,

resident of the Gridle
I;rea Chamber of Con}‘ll- Numerous food, personal and clothing items are available at

the distribution center fir Camp Fire survivors.

GRIDLEY HOMETOWN NEWS PHOTO BY DAVID VANTRESS

merce, who works at the
center several days a week.

The distribution center
is expected to be available through Memorial Day weekend. It’s open from 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. on Tuesdays and 1-4 p.m. on Thursdays.

And now, Camp Fire survivors can get their spiritual and mental health needs
met as well.

Episcopal Team member Mary Boeger has stepped forward to start a pastoral
and emotional wellness ministry at the Gridley distribution center.

Counseling is available Tuesday nights from 5-7 p.m. Appointments are avail-
able, or Camp Fire survivors can drop in. For more information on the counseling,
call 530-218-3125.

As with other Camp Fire relief efforts, survivors need to bring photo ID and
proof of being a Camp Fire survivor.



Gridley-Biggs Police Department

By David Vantress
Correspondent

Courage, Compassion and Commit-
ment is the motto of the Gridley-Biggs
Police Department.

The department provides a number
of services to the community.
As far as police services, according to
its page on the City of Gridley website,
the Gridley-Biggs Police Department is
responsible for the protection of life
and property, the maintenance of order,
the control and prevention of crime,
and the enforcement of motor vehicle
laws and regulations.

Some of the primary activities
related to these responsibilities include
enforcement of the laws of the state and
the City; investigation of crimes; appre-
hension of criminals, and maintenance
of a crime prevention program. The
Police Department contracts police and
animal control services for our neigh-
bor, the City of Biggs, to provide them
with the same services enjoyed by the
residents of Gridley.

The Gridley-Biggs Police Depart-
ment receives approximately 3,000 911
calls per year and 16,000 calls for ser-
vice, according to statistics provided on
the city’s website.

In the area of patrol services, Grid-
ley-Biggs police officers respond to
and investigate emergency in-progress
calls, provide necessary assistance to
other law enforcement agencies during
emergency and critical situations.

Officers investigate state-mandated
calls for service such as missing per-
sons, elder and child abuse, sexual
assaults, domestic violence and death
investigations. Non-emergency calls
such as burglaries, thefts, disturbances,
traffic collisions, etc. are also investi-
gated.

In addition, officers analyze finger-
prints and other physical evidence,
maintain court evidence, process and
destroy contraband evidence monitor
activities of individuals on probation
and parole, provide legal update train-
ing, and conduct major investigations
with crimes requiring out-of-town fol-
low-up information to the public

Community support and outreach is
a big part of what any police depart-

GRIDLEY HOMETOWN NEWS PHOTO BY DAVID VANTRESS

Gridley-Biggs Police Chief Allen Byers talks
with a citizen during an event last fall.

ment does, and the Gridley-Biggs
Police Department has a number of
projects that help it perform that mis-
sion.

For one, the department provides
bicycle registration and bicycle safety
presentations.

The Department also provides “Dont
Text and Drive” presentations and hol-
iday and event safety programs in the
Gridley and Biggs communities.

In addition, the department partners
with the Gridley Lions Club for graffiti
abatement in the area. The department
is involved with the coordination of
Police Services during the Butte County
Fair each August.

“We support the Butte County Safe
Kids (BCSK) Program and participate
in many other Child Safety Programs,
such as, bike helmet give-aways, child
safety seat inspections and 911 safety
training at the local schools,” the
department says on its City of Gridley
website page.

You may
not think

about taxes
all year
but we do.

At H&R Block, we're available
year-round to discuss the
tax implications of your life-
changing events. Put our
expertise to work for you.

KAROL L. SARITAS
1516 HWY 99

STEE
GRIDLEY, CA 95948
930-846-4741

OBTP#B13696 © 2019 HRB Tax Group, Inc.
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today, and find out
how easy it is to enjoy
the luxury of a hot tub
In your home.

[ 530-695-3000
Ca f Ornza www.californiahotspas.com
M{ SN 104009 Live oak Blvd.,

Live Oak, CA 95953
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