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NEW STATE
REGULATIONS
Mandatory Commercial
Organics Recycling (AB 1826)–
Is Your Business Compliant?
Starting on January 1, 2019, California businesses can
no longer put Organics (food waste, yard waste) in the trash.
Businesses are required by the State of California (CalRecycle) to
divert food waste and yard waste from the landfill.
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There are many ways your business can divert organics to meet AB 1826 regulations.
To learn more about CalRecycle’s requirements for Commercial Organics Recycling visit:
https://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/Recycle/Commercial/Organics/Business/

To set up your Commercial Recycling or Commercial Organics Recycling Program
Contact your local trash and recycling company:

Businesses in Fairfield & Suisun – Sandra Gonzalez at Republic Service at (707) 437-8947
Businesses in Vacaville – Recology Vacaville Solano at (707) 448-2945
Businesses in Vallejo – Recology Vallejo (707) 552-3110

AB 341 – Business Recycling
AB 1826 – Organics Diversion
Visit: Calrecycle.ca.gov

FEBRUARY 24, 2019

G

THE REPORTER • TIMES HERALD

Going Green at Home

oing greener at home doesn’t
have to be hard on your or
your bank account. Here are
some simple tips for living well, both
for you and for the environment.
Be energy efficient. Make sure
your doors and windows get a good
seal to keep the outside — and
inclement weather — out. Install new
weatherstripping if yours is old or
worn. Look for light coming in around
the doors and windows or use your
hand to feel drafts of air coming in.
Some local utility companies may
perform this service for you; call to find
out if your electrical provider does.
Go high tech. The market is flush
with gadgets that can help you save

energy and live more sustainably.
Learning thermostats, smart lights
and home assistants can get
overwhelming, especially if tech
isn’t your cup of tea. Start with local
electronics or home stores and ask
lots of questions to find the right
gadgets to help you go green.
Clean green. Choose household
cleaners that go easy on the
environment. Pick plant-based
cleaners and check the lists of
ingredients for chemicals that can
trigger allergies or asthma. Choose
fragrance-free cleaners, if possible.
Recycle. This is the granddaddy of
them all. Sort your garbage out by
paper, plastic or glass and look for

the recycling symbol to determine
if its reusable. If your municipality
doesn’t offer home recycling pick-up,
consider taking it to a recycling
business. Some of them even pay for
your trash.
Compost. While we’re talking trash,
look into creating a compost pile,
especially if you garden. Visit your
local garden center to find lots of
models of composters, from simple
piles to turning bins. You’re sure to
find something that fits your space.
Substitute cloth for paper. Use
pretty cloth napkins that can be
washed and reused instead of
paper napkins. You can also
repurpose old clothes into rags for
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cleaning instead of using paper
towels.
Use less water. Replace your shower
heads with low-flow models, take
shorter showers, and turn the faucets
off while brushing your teeth and
doing other chores. Do laundry only if
you have a full load. If you’re replacing
appliances, look for energy efficient
models that save water and electricity.
Switch off (or the whole bulb). It
may seem like a no brainer, but turn
off the lights when you’re not using
them in a specific room. If you can,
take advantage of as much natural
light as possible. Also, switch out
your older light bulbs for more energy
efficient models.
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615 Merchant St. Vacaville, CA 95688 Enhance the beauty, safety, and value of your

home while minimizing the impact on the
environment with our Clopay Value Series. *made
of 75% recycled content from the U.S.!
Increase the Strength of your garage door and
improve energy consumption and waste with
Intellicore insulation technology today!

Proudly Serving:
Vacaville • Fairfield • Vallejo
Napa • Dixon • Winters • Benicia.
707.451.2700 Vacaville
707.421.2700 Fairfield
707.226.2777 Napa

Stagnant WaterSourcesAroundHomesBreedMosquitoesThat CanSpreadDisease!

HowMany HaveYouCheckedandDrainedRecently?

FollowTheseStepstoProtect Yourself andYourLovedOnes:
DRAINanystandingwaterthat may producemosquitoes.
DRESSinlongsleeves, longpants, andlight-colored, loosefittingclothing.
DEFENDyourself, properlyapplyanFDAapprovedrepellent
DAWN&DUSKaretimestoavoidbeingoutside; thisiswhen
mosquitoesaremost active.
DOORandwindowscreensshouldbeingoodcondition.
ToContacttheSolanoCountyMosquitoAbatementDistrict
Visit:www.solanomosquito.com
Call:(707)437-1116
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ou’ve seen the blue logo as
you wandered the aisles of
the home improvement store.
But what does the Energy Star label
really mean? It’s a program of the
federal government’s Environmental
Protection Agency.
It was established to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and
pollutants by making it easy for
consumers to identify and purchase
energy-efficient products.
Since 1992, the Energy Star
program has saved consumers
more than $450 billion and more
than 3.5 trillion kilowatt-hours of
electricity, according to the EPA.

THE REPORTER • TIMES HERALD

How does a product get the label?
The EPA establishes a set of Energy
Star specifications for each category
of products. These specifications are
based on a set of principles.
• Categories must contribute
significant energy savings across
the United States.
• Certified products must deliver
features and performance
consumers want.
• If a certified product costs more
than its less-efficient counterpart,
consumers must be able to recover
their investment through saved
energy costs in a reasonable
amount of time.

• Efficiency can be achieved by
readily available, non-proprietary
means.
• Energy consumption and performance can be measured and
verified.
• The Energy Star label would
differentiate products and be
visible for consumers.
Depending on market factors
and advancing technology,
Energy Star specifications may
be revised from time to time.
This means that a newer model
of your Energy Star-certified
dishwasher may not carry the
label.

What else does Energy Star do?
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It’s not just a label on a refrigerator.
The Energy Star program also
certifies homes. The EPA says that
nearly 90 percent of the nation’s
largest homebuilders build Energy
Star-certified homes. These homes,
the program says, are at least 10
percent more efficient than homes
built to code.
Energy Star helps in commercial
spaces, too. Business can turn to
the program’s guides to managing
energy expenses and commercial
buildings. If a business saves on
the electricity bill, that’s savings it
could pass on to the consumer.

6 THE REPORTER • TIMES HERALD

FEBRUARY 24, 2019

FREE FUN FOR
THE FAMILY!

Forest Service Mobile Ranger Station Rock Steady Jugglers Face Painting Kids Activities and Music
Animal Fun with Loma Vista Farm California Native Plant Sale Critters of Lake Chabot with the
Vallejo Watershed Alliance Information on Less Toxic Garden Solutions Fingerprinting with the Vallejo
Police Department Ozcat Radio DJ and Tunes Bring in your mercury thermometer and receive a
digital thermometer in exchange at the Vallejo Wastewater booth.

(707) 645-8258

or visit www.ValcoreRecycling.org
PRIZES! Earth Day Logo and Poster Contest entries are due April
8-10. See CityofVallejo.net website for contest rules and submission
guidelines. WINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED AT NOON on Earth
Day. Call 648-5346 for info.
THANK YOU SPONSORS!
VALCORE Recycling, City of Vallejo, Vallejo Flood & Wastewater District, Recology
Vallejo, Solano County Fairgrounds, Pacific Coast Farmers' Market Assn., Pacific Vibes/
OzCat Radio, Sierra Club Solano Group, and Honey Bucket

SATURDAY, APRIL 20
9 AM TO 1 PM

Downtown Vallejo Farmers Market
Georgia at Marin
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oing green at work is a smart
move both for the planet and
for your career. Adding a few
dollars to the bottom line could help
your company and your chances for
promotion. Here are some ideas for
being more environmentally friendly
at your job.
Reuse it
Bring reusable water bottles and
coffee cups from home and choose
those over styrofoam and plastic.
If it’s not your department, suggest

Green at Work

your company have some cups and
mugs made with their logo on it for
guests to use.
Also watch your paper use. Go
paperless when possible and, when
it’s not, print on both sides of the
paper. Use the reverse of printed
materials for scratch paper and
make sure you sort out recyclable
trash in your workplace.
Transportation
Find other workers that live near
you and come in around the same
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time and set up a carpool. Make
sure to lay good ground rules
about times, routes, costs and
expectations. If you live close
enough to your office, look into
cycling or walking to work instead of
driving.
Check your tech
Make sure to turn off lights and
computers in your office when you
go home for the night. Also, check
the temperatures on the climate
control. You might consider
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raising or lowering them to save
energy when no one’s in the
building.
Replace the smart way
When it’s time for a new printer or
laptop, make sure to choose energy
efficient models. Consider switching
out desktop computers for laptops,
which tend to be more energy
efficient. Ask the staff at your local
office goods or electronics store to
point you toward the most energy
efficient models in your budget.
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Home Energy Efficiency

U

p to half of your home’s energy
bills can go to heating and
cooling, the EPA says. Make
sure you’re saving energy and money
by keeping your HVAC system
properly maintained. Here’s how to
keep your system in tip-top shape.
Change your air filter
This is a simple task that can save
you big bucks. It’s made even
more easy if your thermostat has
a reminder for you. If not, set a
reminder on your phone or calendar
to change out the filter every three

months. Dirty filters slow air flow,
making the system work harder to
keep you comfortable. It can also
help dirt and dust clog your ducts,
damaging your system.
Get a tune up
Have an HVAC professional come
check out your system annually. A
typical check-up includes tightening
electrical connections, inspecting
the condensation drain, lubricating
moving parts, cleaning evaporator
and condenser coils, checking
coolant levels, checking gas

connections, and adjusting blower
components.
Seal up your ducts
As much as 30 percent of the cool
or warm air moved around your
home is lost by a leaky duct. Fix
this problem by venturing into your
attic or crawl spaces and tape up
leaky ducts with foil tape (not duct
tape, surprisingly). Ask your local
home improvement center for the
right product.
Start by looking for obvious holes
and tears. Once those are dealt
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with, move on to the connections
at the vents and registers, making
sure each spot is sealed tightly. If
you have flexible ductwork, check
to make sure it moves in gentle
curves and hasn’t been squashed.
You can also insulate your ducts
while you’re there for more savings.
Ask the pros
If all this seems a little much, contact
your local utility company. It may
perform an energy audit for you or
have a list of contractors who can do
this for a reasonable price.
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HOW LONG UNTIL
IT’S DECOMPOSED?

If one bottle of water made it into the sea,
how long would it take to fully decompose?

Recycle Your Bottles and Cans at a CRV Buy Back Center

When you purchase a beverage container, you are charged a California Redemption Value (CRV) deposit.
This means that if you bring that beverage container into a certified CRV collection center, you can get
your money back for the CRV you paid. Below is a list of authorized CRV Buy Back Centers.
VALCORE Recycling
38 Sheridan St.
(707) 645-8258
Mon-Sat 1Oam-4:30pm
Closed 1-2pm for lunch

Boss Recycling
340 Mini Dr.
(707) 554-3277
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm

rePLANET Recycling
1973 Broadway St.
(877) 737-5263
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm

Call 1-800 Recycle (1-800-732-9253)

or email opa@calrecycle.ca.gov to find a recycling location closest to you.
Some local retail stores may redeem your CRV deposits. Contact CalRecycle for further information.
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ore than 51 million pieces
of litter line America’s
roadways each year,
litter organization Keep America
Beautiful says. Of this, tobacco
products make up most of it,
followed by paper and plastic.
Litter fouls the environment and
lowers property values. The clean
up costs the U.S. more than $11
billion per year. Here’s how you
can help.
Keep it in the car
This part’s easy: Don’t litter. Keep
a trash can in your car or, if it’s an
emergency, pull over and dispose
of any waste in a trash can at a
gas station or convenience store.
Remember, even biodegradable
items like apple cores and banana
peels count as litter. Put them in the
garbage can.
Lend a hand
Look for volunteer clean-up groups
in your area and offer to help pick
up litter on the side of the road
or along waterways. If you’re in a
civic organization, look into having
your group adopt a highway or
intersection to clean up. Even if
you’re not part of a group, bring
a bag on a walk around your
neighborhood and pick up trash as
you see it.
Hit the water
If your area has a lot of waterways,
you could also get out a canoe,
kayak or just walk the bank and pick
up trash. Waterborne litter harms
wildlife such as birds, fish and
turtles. It can also clog drainage
ways and cause flash flooding.
If you live along the coast,
Ocean Conservancy sponsors an
International Coastal Cleanup every
year. Look for events near you, or,
if you can’t find one, organize it.

Pick it Up
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Go Green with Gallery of Fireplaces

Heat your home in the winter with our line of efficient, clean burning gas fireplaces.

ZONE HEAT,
SAVE MONEY!

Cool your home in the summer with our
quality, efficient sun shades or awnings.
Reduce the heat before it gets into your home.
home
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www.GalleryOfFireplaces.com

385 MERCHANT ST. • VACAVILLE • 707446-9008
Find us on Facebook at GOFireplaces

MON-FRI 11AM-6PM • SAT 11AM-4PM • CLOSED SUNDAYS
GREG SCHULZE, OWNER & GENERAL CONTRACTOR • LIC#657984

(707) 425-9545
4088 Russell Rd,
Fairfield, CA 94534
www.gartontractor.com
Sales

Parts

Service

LIMITEDLY!
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For a Limited time only,
Vallejo residents can purchase
Compost Bins for a reduced
price of $40.

They can be purchased at:
VALCORE Recycling
38 Sheridan St.,
Vallejo, CA. 94590
For more information, Please contact:

(707) 645-8258 or (707) 648-5346
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Green in the Garden

T

he garden may seem like a
good (and easy) place to go
green, but there are ways
you can really help out Mother
Earth. Keep reading for more tips.
Plant selection
When choosing plants, select
ones that are non-invasive for
your area and that are suitable
for your climate. The USDA has a
map of growing zones. Find your
home and read the labels of the
plants you’re considering to help
you choose. By picking suitable
plants, you can save on water

and fertilizer. Ask your nursery or
garden center for help picking the
right blossoms for your garden.
Catch the rain
Instead of using water from your
hose, set up rain barrels to catch
rainwater and use that to water your
gardens. No longer is this a plain,
black barrel. Home and garden
centers are full of decorative options.
Compost
Set up a compost bin, pile or
tumbler and put your organic

kitchen waste to work in the yard.
Choose a sunny spot for faster
compost development, then pick
the method that’s right for you.
Smaller yards may want to consider
a bin or tumbler to contain the
waste. Collect organic scraps from
your kitchen and yard (aim for a
1:1 ratio of green to brown) and get
composting.
Keep your compost moist and
keep the pile aerated by turning
it. Never compost fats, animal
waste like bones, or dairy. If you
keep your compost right, there
should only be an earthy smell. A

stench means something’s gone
wrong. In most cases, the pros at
your local garden center can help
you diagnose and correct a sick
compost pile.
Go brown
In some areas of the country,
water usage restrictions can put
a crimp on a green thumb. But
that doesn’t mean you can’t still
garden. With the help of your local
garden center, pick plants that sip
rather than gulp, and also look into
intricate rock gardens and other
landscapes to conserve water.
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EsT. 1973 Family OwnEd & OPEraTEd

Electric. Gas. Premium Tech.

2018 Clarity Plug-In Hybrid

Streamlined Exterior design. inner Clarity.
47/340 Electric/Combined Range Ratings

800 AdmirAl CAllAGHAn lAne
VAllejo CA 94591
Exit REdwood PaRkway

888-619-0063
www.AveryGreeneHonda.com

FEBRUARY 24, 2019

Y

THE REPORTER • TIMES HERALD 15

Green on the Road

ou don’t have to drive a
Tesla to have a positive
impact on the environment.
Transportation causes more than
20 percent of greenhouse gas
emissions in the United States.
Here are some tips from the EPA
for ways to save fuel and the
planet.
Drive efficiently and politely.
Aggressive driving techniques
like rapid acceleration and
slamming on the breaks can
lower your miles per gallon by up
to 40 percent. Instead, accelerate

and brake slowly and obey the
speed limit. Set your cruise
control whenever you can.
Tune it up. Have your vehicle
serviced regularly and make sure
you follow the manufacturer’s
schedule. Use the proper motor
oil and other fluids, and the
proper grade of gas, for the best
efficiency.
Inflate tires, deflate cost. Check
your tires regularly to make sure
they’re properly inflated. Find
the correct tire pressure for your
vehicle in the owner’s manual or

on the driver’s side door pillar.
Tires at the right pressure save
your miles per gallon and wear.
Park it. Look at your drive
times and figure out if you can
carpool, bike, walk or take public
transportation.
Don’t be idle. Avoid leaving your
car running. Idling sucks the miles
per gallon right out of your car.
You’re going nowhere, fast.
Cut the weight. Clean out your
car regularly and remove any
unneeded items. A lighter car gets
better gas mileage.

Buy green. If you’re in the market
for a new ride, you have more
options for going green than
ever. In addition to conventional
gasoline cars tuned for higher gas
mileage, you can also pick from
alternative fuel vehicles than burn
a blend of fuel or ones that run off
diesel, electricity or compressed
natural gas. Visit local dealerships
and compare models to get the
features that are right for you.
Depending on where you live,
there may even be a tax incentive
for certain models.
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CITY OF VALLEJO
RECYCLE & DISPOSAL SERVICES
Bulky Item Pickup

(Couches, Refrigerators, Extra Trash, Mattresses, Washers, Dryers & Etc…..)

Did you know that you are entitled to Two FREE bulky Item Pickups (2 cubic yards each pickup)
call Recology Vallejo (707) 552-3110 to schedule your FREE pickup!
Apartment Complex Managers or Home Owners Associations must make arrangements for tenants.
************************************************************************************

Electronic Waste

(Computers & parts, Fans, ALL TV’s, DVD Players, Stereos, Lamps, Vacuums, Radios, Microwaves)
&
Anything with a plug…

Recycle Electronic Waste (Anything With A Plug) at Recology Vallejo, 2021 Broadway, Vallejo CA,
EVERY Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
**************************************************************************************

Recology Drop Off

Batteries (Household & Car), Oil & Oil Filters, Latex Paint, Antifreeze, ALL Fluorescent Bulbs, Cooking Oil

Recycle All the items above at Recology Vallejo, 2021 Broadway, Vallejo CA,
EVERY Thursday, Friday & Saturday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

