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FIRST PLACE
Best All American Classic Menu
Best Calamari
Best Clam Chowder
Best Local/Family Owned Restaurant
Best Local’s Menu
Best Restaurant Known For Giving Back
Best Restaurant on
Fisherman’s Wharf
Best Seafood

SECOND PLACE
Best Artichoke Item
Best Dessert Selection
Best Fine Dining
Best Local’s Secret
Best Romantic Restaurant
Best Service
Best Restaurant in Monterey

HONORABLE
MENTION
Best Date Night Dining
Best Restaurant To Watch The Sunset
Best Restaurant Wine Selection
Best/Most Amazing Restaurant Views
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First Place for Best Restaurant in Carmel Valley
and one of your favorite places to Dine Outdoors!

Relax, Dine and
Sip with us in our
rustic house or
charming patio.
Discover a refuge
from the outside
world and share
the Valley’s
best kept secret.

Thank You for Voting us

Reservations are highly recommended.
We are located across Highway One, down Carmel Valley Road, past the nurseries and wineries.

10 Del Fino Place in Sunny Carmel Valley

(831) 659-4444
www.caferusticavillage.com
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Tami Monasmith
Realtor, DRE# 01867113

VOTED 2018 First Runner Up

BEST Realtor in Salinas Valley

831-710-4464 (cell)
tami.realtor@sbcglobal.net

Julia Hanson-Brown
Realtor, DRE #01458897

VOTED 2018 BEST Realtor

in Salinas Valley

831-320-0779 (cell)
juliabhre@yahoo.com

Chantel Henson
Broker, DRE# 01271580

VOTED 2018 BEST Broker in Salinas Valley

831-809-4100 (cell)
carealtor@earthlink.net

Vanco Real Estate Executives, Inc.,
Together with chantel Henson, Julia Hanson-Brown and

Tami Monasmith, would like to thank the readers of the Monterey Herald
for awarding Vanco and its exemplary agents with four designations in

three categories. We are honored by your continued support!

Vanco Real Estate Executives, Inc. – Best Real Estate Brokerage, Salinas Valley • Chantel Henson – Best Real Estate Broker, Salinas Valley
Julia Hanson–Brown – Best Real Estate Agent, Salinas Valley • Tami Monasmith – First Runner Up – Best Real Estate Agent, Salinas Valley

Vanco Real Estate Executives, Inc.
831-772-0300
DRE# 01856735

Vanco Real Estate Executives, Inc.
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Cathy Shue ABOC

831.373.4400
www.insighteyewear.com

Thank You
Herald Readers for voting us as

1st Place Winner: Best place to

buy eyeglasses and sunglasses.

We appreciate your business!

M-F 9-6 & Sat 10-4
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Serving Our
Community for
50 Years!
Home Equity &

Real Estate Loans
Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts

Auto Loans

Monterey • Carmel • Pacific Grove
Sand City • Salinas • Hollister
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From well known establishments like The Whaling Station, The Sardine Factory, Rosine’s and Old Fisherman’s Grotto, to hidden gems off the beaten path 
like Alfredo’s, Pig Wizard, and Compagno’s Deli, The Monterey Herald’s 2018 Readers’ Choice winners represent the best of the best Monterey County has 
to offer in myriad categories. We encourage you to take some time to go through this amazing publication and make a list of places you’ve never been - or 
maybe never even heard of - and then check them out yourself and see what you think. Thinking of going shopping for clothes, shoes, or a new (or used) 
car? Looking for a new doctor, dentist, travel agent, attorney, CPA, Realtor, financial planner or other business or personal professional?  Why not give one 
of our winners a chance to impress you as they obviously have other readers. Be sure and let them know “I saw you in the Herald!” 

Our 2018 Readers’ Choice Awards balloting kicked off a bit earlier than in the past couple of years - starting in mid November - and ran through January 
2nd. We once again promoted it heavily using print, digital, social media, TV ads, word of mouth and many of our past honorees spread the word with 
table toppers, stickers, adding the message to vote to their Facebook pages, and even sending out e-blasts to their client lists. With some stiff competition 
in many of our categories, we always encourage businesses to Rock their Votes in any way they are willing and able. It seems to pay off as we once again 
had an overwhelming response from our readers. You’ll recognize a lot of 2018 winners who frequently take the top spots – but as always, you’ll see 
some new businesses who are first time winners. Please support all of these outstanding local businesses and individuals who work so hard to provide 
top quality products and services and rely on the patronage of our residents all year round. 

We added a couple of new categories this year, upon request, including best dispensary and best TV/
radio personality. If you feel there is a category that should be included for the 2019 awards, please 
let me know and we will consider adding that when we launch voting for 2019 honorees this fall.

Thank you to those of you who took the time to vote, to our fantastic advertising partners, and to 
the sales staff at the Monterey Herald who worked so incredibly hard to put this section together. We 
are lucky to have Alyson, Danielle, Elizabeth, Lorraine, Mike, Peg, Rachel and Rick on our team and 
appreciate their efforts in meeting deadlines (well...most of the time!) If there was an award for Best 
Sales Staff then I am certain they’d take top honors.

We all truly hope you enjoy this special section and have an opportunity to 
stop by and congratulate our winners while you are out and about this year.

Best Regards,

Advertising Director

www.montereyherald.com

President & Publisher
Gary Omernick 
831-706-3228
gomernick@montereyherald.com

Advertising Director
Dana Arvig 
831-726-4343
darvig@montereyherald.com

Advertising 
Support Manager
Lorraine Roque 
831-726-4366

Monterey Herald 
Sales Team
Rachel Martinez
Elizabeth McBride
Mike O’Bleness
Alyson Stockton

Sales Support
Peg Dillehay
Danielle Landaker

Design/Graphics
Rick Gebin  
rickgebin.com

Circulation Director
Mardi Browning Shiver 
831-706-3265

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO VOTED 
FOR YOUR FAVORITES FOR 2018!

,
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Thank you
Monterey
County for

voting Monterey
Peninsula

Pediatric Medical
Group #1 Best
Pediatric Group!

2 Upper Ragsdale Dr, Suite B-210
Monterey, CA 93940

831-333-0999 • mppmg.com
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Gracious Elegance
155 Highland Drive, Carmel, CA 93923 • Reservations (800) 635-4774 • ticklepinkinn.com

grateful
Thank you Monterey County Herald readers for voting us

Best Bed & Breakfast
We truly appreciate all the support of our

community and guests.

CONTINUE TO PAGE 12
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26135 Carmel Rancho Shopping Center Suite B-6 Carmel, CA 93923

www.dancecarmel.com
831.625.DANCE

REGISTRATION STILL OPEN FOR 2019
SUMMER CLASS AND

CAMP REGISTRATION OPENS 3/1

STUDIO OWNERS:

Tia Brown
Laura Jeselnick

BALLET / POINTE

THREE-TIME
MONTEREY HERALD
READER’S CHOICE
WINNER

THREE-TIME
CARMEL CHAMBER
AWARD OF
EXCELLENCEWINNER

TAP + JAZZ
HIP HOP

CONTEMPORARY
ACROBATICS
MUSICAL THEATER

ALL LEVELS

AGES 2+

Thankyou

forvotingus

#1 in Monterey Co
unty

for Breakfa
st,

and for Bes
t Brunch

Thank you
to our hard

working sta
ffmembers!

working sta

First Awakenings Salinas:
7:00am til 2:00pm 7 days a week
171Main Street, Salinas, CA

831-784-1125

First Awakenings Monterey:
Mon-Fri 7:00am til 2:00pm Sat

and Sun 7:00am til 2:30
125 Oceanview Blvd., Pacific Grove, CA

831-372-1125

www.firstawakenings.net

Started in 1993 • Family friendly restaurants • Fresh foods • Great service
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First Place
• Best Pub
• Best Late Night Stop
• Best Fried Food
• Best Watering Hole with
Character

secOND Place
• Best Bar
• Best Place to cure a
hangover

• Best Gastro Pub

tHirD Place
• Best Comfort Food
• Best Sports Bar

Thanks To
all our Fans
who VoTed

us #1

crownandanchor.netBritish Owned & Operated

Happy Hour:
Monday – Friday 4pm – 6pm

150 W. Franklin St.
Monterey, CA 93940
831-649-6496

Across from the Marriott
Downtown Monterey

The besTplaceTo be ThissT. paTricksDay!

ask abOut Our Daily sPecials
Prime rib is served every Friday and Saturday night.
• Lunch and dinner served all day
• Full menu available until 12
Midnight

• Full service heated patio

• Children’s menu
• Open 11 am - 1:00 am (Last Call)
• 20 drafts on tap
• Vegetarian, vegan and gluten free
options

March
17Th

CONTINUE TO PAGE 18
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Ben Zoller
Honorable Mention
Best Real Estate Agent -

Monterey Peninsula
DRE#01967810

Thank You for Voting

montereycoastrealty.com

831.624.2300
Dolores 2 SW of Seventh
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Locally
Owned

Globally
Connected

Results
Driven
Experts

30+ years of high quality legal services

PIERCE KING LAW
thanks the readers of the

Herald for naming our founder

Julie King

in Monterey County!
Best Lawyer

as the

Business Law | Estate Planning

2600 Garden Road, Suite 410
Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 275-1002
Julie@PierceKingLaw.com
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Thank you Monterey County Herald readers for
voting Monterey Bay Aquarium First Place for both

Best Recreational Activity and Best Tourist Attraction.

Thank you!
Thank you for voting Baja Cantina
First Place for Best Dining for Race
Fans, Best Mexican Food and

Best Live Music!

7166 Carmel Valley Road
831.625.2252

www.carmelcantina.com
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ExpErt volvo sErvicE

Mike Brooks, co-owner and technician - 29 years,
Tracy Brooks, co-owner and service advisor - 27 years

experience, Phil Northrup, technician - 12 years experience.

384 Olympia Ave. • Seaside
open monday - friday 8:30am-5pm

(831) 583-9820 • www.hansautorepair.com

Specializing in Volvo and servicing
most makes and models.

HONEST,QUALITYSERVICE
ATAFAIRPRICE

Thank you for voting us one of your
favorites for Best Auto Repair Services in

Monterey County!

Monterey Regional Airport • 831-373-1232
200 Fred Kane Drive, Suite 201 • Monterey

Mon-Wed 9am–9pm • Thur-Sun 8:30am–9pm

goldentee-monterey.com

isisGolden Tee
is1st again!

1st PLACE

Best Local’s Secret
Best Bartender - Jerry

Best Bar to Cure a Hangover
2nd Place

Best Burger
Best Local Family-Owned Business

3rd Place

Best All-American Classic Menu
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A special thanks to our clients, staff, and 
community for their support.

12 W
est G

abilan Street - Salinas, C
A

 93901

831.417.1000

684 Ponderosa Ave. Seaside, CA 93955

831-394-6600
www.mercedes-werks.com

Thank YouThank You
for choosing Marlow Mercedes Werks

your favorite for Best Auto
Repair Services in Monterey County!

We would like to

CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE
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Thank You
Monterey County for voting

Cannery Row Antique Mall your

“Best Antique Shop.”

C annery row antique mall
the largest antique & Collectibles mall on the Central Coast

471 Wave Street, Monterey • 831.655.0264 • Open 10am Daily
www.canneryrowantiquemall.com

Thank You
for Voting us

Best
Hardware
store

A Special Thank You
To Our Staff And
Loyal Customers.

as a tHank you,
Save 20%

on one item under
$30

Good Thru April 16, 2019

PACiFiC GroVe HArdWAre
229 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove • 646-9144
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thank you for voting
BEST MASSAGE

BEST HEALTH &
WELLNESS CENTER

refuge.com | 27300 rancho san carlos road, carmel CA 93923 | 831.620.7360

MASSAGE | HOT & COLD POOLS | CEDAR SAUNA | STEAM ROOMS | FIRE PITS | WATERFALLS
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The Hearth Shop

p 831.375.1252 • www.thehearthshop.com
109 crossroads blvd, carmel

www.thehearthshop.com

Thank you readers for voting us #1.
It's been 50 great years & counting.

We at

THE JACOBS TEAM

Joy Jacobs 831.236.7976
Jen Jacobs Bolger 831.241.1598

Joy@JacobsTeamHomes.com
Jen@JacobsTeamHomes.com
www.JacobsTeamHomes.com

CalBRE#70003531

would like to thank you for your votes for
Best Real Estate Agent and Best Real Estate Team.

We are honored to be a part of your lives.
Jen and Joy

The Monterey Herald Readers’ Choice competition was stiff this 
year for Best Investment Firm and Best Investment Advisor, but 
Joe Sweeney is appreciative of the recognition received.  His 
firm, Seal Rock Wealth Management, LLC was our 2nd place 
winner for Best Investment Firm and Sweeney took 2nd place 
for Best Investment Advisor.  

As a young man growing up under the wing of a US Naval 
aviator, Sweeney had the opportunity to live in Monterey for 
elementary school (La Mesa). After a 3 year tour through Sicily 
and western Europe, he returned and attended Monterey High. 
Feeling blessed to call the peninsula home, he again returned 
after obtaining his degree in Business Admin with a Finance 
emphasis. Sweeney said, “I take great pride in immersing 

myself into my client’s situation to best understand how to 
craft a solution. Every client is unique and my approach, while 
disciplined, is customized based on each relationship. Whether 
the goal is retirement, staying retired, funding a home pur-
chase, reinvesting the proceeds of a property sale, managing 
an estate, transferring wealth, or financing a family member’s 
education, I find it rewarding knowing we can craft a solution free 
of conflict, tax efficient, and built with a high degree of flexibility.  I 
am grateful for the opportunity to work with such wonderful fami-
lies and individuals throughout the peninsula and I look forward to 
growing with each and every one of them in the many years to come.” 
Congratulations to Joe and to Seal Rock. For more information, visit 
sealrockwealthmanagement.com. 

SWEENEY HELPS INVESTORS
FIND THE PERFECT SOLUTION
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CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE
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Celebratingour 39thYear!

434 Alvarado Street • Monterey
831-375-1400 • www.rosinesmonterey.com

Thank you for voting us the best in Monterey County!
Best Family-Friendly Restaurant • Best Dessert Selection • Best Comfort Food

Best Place to Satisfy a Sweet Tooth

Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Desserts •Weekend Brunch
Sun-Thurs 8am-9pm • Fri & Sat 8am-10pm
Active Military Discount

Runner Up and Honorable Mentions
Best Restaurant in Monterey • Best Service • Best All-American Menu
Best Breakfast • Best Local/Family Owned Restaurant • Best Brunch

Best Bakery • Best Coffee Shop • Best Local’s Menu • Best Gluten-Free or Organic

CONTINUE TO PAGE 28
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THANK YOU
The Power of Community.



A big THANK YOU to everyone that voted for us in the Monterey Herald Readers’ Choice
awards for two years in a row! We are honored and appreciate all of you who place your

trust in us. It has been our pleasure to serve Monterey County for 40 years.

Best Hearing Aid Provider

26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Suite 23B, Carmel, CA  (831) 625-6159  carmelhearingaids.com
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William A. Silva
Broker/owner

(831) 760-0333
#01367483

Lucy Jensen
reALTor®

(831) 229-0663
#01402388

THANK YOU, VOTERS!
Proudly Serving Our Community

Locally Owned & Operated for 15 years

Legacy Real Estate Group – Best Real Estate Brokerage Salinas Valley – 1st Runner Up
William Silva – Best Real Estate Broker, Salinas Valley – 1st Runner Up
Lucy Jensen – Best Real Estate Agent, Salinas Valley – 2nd Runner Up

William Silva – Best Real Estate Agent, Monterey Peninsula – Honorable Mention
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To our valued

Customers

Thank You
forVoting us

Best Furniture
Store

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove
831-372-6250

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm
www.mumsfurniture.com

Beautifying Homes Since 1986

Over 75 of
your favorite

stores & restaurants
including

Macy’s Apple Store Banana Republic

Chico’s Express Forever 21

Francesca’s Gap H&M

Hollister J.Jill Lucky Brand Jeans

Lululemon Athletica Pandora

Pottery Barn Sephora Victoria’s Secret

White House

|

Black Market Williams-Sonoma

California Pizza Kitchen

Islands Fine Burgers & Drinks Lalla Grill

P.F. Chang’s China Bistro Yama Sushi

Century Theatres Gold’s Gym

Whole Foods Market

thank You
for awarding us

Best Shopping Center

MONTEREY’S OR IG INAL

OVER 75 FAVORITE STORES & RESTAURANTS

Highway 1 at Munras Avenue, Monterey

831.373.2705 shopdelmonte.com
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The employees of 1st Capital Bank
would like to thank the readers of the

Monterey Herald for voting us

2018 “Best Local Bank”

Proud to be your 1st Choice in
Community Banking!

(831) 264-4000 • www.1stcapital.bank

Member FDIC
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(next to Petco and nearby Whole Foods)

930 Del Monte Center, Monterey

831-372-6467

Magic Nails

THaNKYOU
FORVOTiNg Us

#1 BEsT Nail salON!
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UOYKNAHT
saniagaARRETAUQAgnidrawarof

0979-756-138•moc.yranilucarretauqa.www
.ecnellecxeyraniluctnetsisnoC

ECIVRESGNIRETAC
RORERETACTSEB

.ytnuoCyeretnoMrof
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Please bring this coupon in for a 10% discount
(Not valid for buffet, excludes drinks)

THANK YOU
FOR VOTING US

BEST INDIAN FOOD
AND A SPECIAL THANK YOU

TO OUR STAFF AND LOYAL CUSTOMERS

Beautiful Flavorful Food
w/Colorful Cocktails In An Intimate Atmosphere

AND ONE OF
THE AREA’S

BEST BUFFET’S

AND BEST
VEGETARIAN/

VEGAN

Ambrosia India Bistro
565 Abrego Street
Monterey,CA 93940

831.641.0610
Full liquor license

Ambrosia India Bistro
751 Cannery Row # 121
Monterey,CA 93940

831.324.4852
Beer and Wine

Ambrosia India Bistro
207 Sea Ridge Road

Aptos,CA 95003
Beer and Wine

Ambrosia India Bistro
6006 La Madrona Drive # D
Scotts Valley,CA 95066

831.713.5594
Beer and Wine
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A Cornerstone in Luxury Real Estate for Over One Hundred Years
www.CarmelRealtyCompany.com ■ 831.622.1000

Carmel Realty Company
Best Real Estate Brokerage

Monterey Peninsula

Carmel Realty Company
Best Property Management Company

Monterey Peninsula

Bill Mitchell
Most Philanthropic
Real Estate Agent

Bill Mitchell
Best Real Estate Broker
Monterey Peninsula

Shelly Mitchell Lynch
Best Real Estate Agent
Monterey Peninsula

Relationships Matter.

Thank You Herald Readers &
Community for Voting Us the Best

We thank you and continue to strive
to exceed your expectations after

one hundred years.

2018 Herald Readers’ Choice Awards
Recipients

Congratulations Team!
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ellow Brick RoadY
HOPS ENEFITB

ou!Thank Y

in the form of grants and scholarships
back to the Monterey Community

ears and $6.2 million givenYOver 30 

olunteers and Donors!our V
ou” toYAnd a special “Thank 

 

  93923Carmel, CA
 Carmel Rancho Lane26388A

(831) 626-8480
illageShopping VBarnyard 

e’re located next to theWShop
Thrift
Best
voted

County
Monterey
in

Readersey HeraldMonter

gellowBrickRoadBenefitShop.or.Ywww

Dry Cleaning
Laundry
Shirts
Alterations
Households
Leathers and more

Quality y
Service y

375-5221
1193 Tenth Street
Monterey

FOR VOTING US
BEST DRY CLEANER
3 YEARS IN A ROW!

2 0 17 - 2 0 1 9

Quality you can feel… 
Service you'll appreciate.

THANK YOU
FOR VOTING US
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499 Pacific Street • Monterey, CA 93940
(831)717-4375 • www.euphorialoungesalonandspa.com

ThAnk you
to all of our faithful and dedicated clients who voted for us. It's such an honor to win
this award with all of the amazing salons on the peninsula. We pride ourselves on

keeping up with the latest trends and styles in our salon and spa.

• • •• • •

Best
WAXING SERVICES

Thanks Monterey, for voting us first
place for Best Deli and

Best Subs & Sandwiches and second
place for Best Fixins’ for a Picnic!

Compagno’s

Phone Orders Welcome
831-375-5987
Fax 831-375-1160
www.compagnos.com

2000 Prescott Ave (at Taylor)
Monterey

Open 7 Days aWeek
9:00am-4:00pm

Two, Three or Six Foot Party Subs available

Deli
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271 Bonifacio Place, Monterey

646-1620
1232 Broadway Avenue, Seaside

394-7798

Thank You for Voting Us

Best Bakery
and one of the

Best French Cafés.
Delicious selections of

pastries and breads baked
daily. Stop in for a quick lunch
or café au lait and a croissant.

Thank you for voting us “Best Dentist”!
We love taking care of your smiles!

To schedule an appointment, please call
831-373-9232

J. Mark Bayless, D.M.D.
Monterey Pediatric Dentistry

333 El Dorado St. Monterey, CA 93940
www.drbayless.com

To schedule an appointment, please callo schedule an appointment, please call
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Lunch 11:30 - 2:30 p.m.
Dinner 4:30 - 9:00 p.m.

1901 Fremont Blvd., Seaside
831-899-5825

Fresh Food Full Bar Good Times

Thanks for voTing us
besT resTauranT in seaside,
and one of The besT iTalian

resTauranTs
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Our focus is on you

Thank
you

for voting us #1 in
Eye Care!

Asit (Tony) Pruthi, MD - Cataract

Alexander Holmes, MD - Cataract

Charles Whisler, MD - Cataract

Matthew Jones, MD - Cataract and Refractive Surgery

Jon Page, MD - Cornea and Refractive Surgery

Richard Kim, MD - Glaucoma

Reza Iranmanesh, MD - Vitreoretinal Surgery

Carlo (Rob) Bernardino, MD - Oculoplastics and Aesthetic Surgery

Kevin Chen, MD - Vitreoretinal Surgery

MONTEREY'S ORIGINAL
CRAFT BREWERY

AWARD-WINNING HOUSE BREWS &

SEASONALALES BREWEDON-SITE

PET FRIENDLYPATIO | FIRE PITS

SPORTS ON 18 HDTV’S | PRIVATE BARRELROOM

HAPPY HOUR DAILY 4:00PM-6:30PM
LATE NIGHT HAPPY HOUR [SUN-THUR] 9:30PM-10:30PM

Behind the Portola Hotel & Spa | Two Portola Plaza | Monterey, CA
(831) 649-2699 | PETERBSBREWPUB.COM |

Thank you for voting Peter B’s First Place for
Best Sports Bar/ Restaurant
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for the honor of recognizing
Catania Real Estate in three 

categories.

First Runner Up
Best Real Estate Broker, 

Monterey Peninsula
 

Honorable Mention
Best Real Estate Agent, 

Monterey Peninsula
 

Honorable Mention
Best Real Estate Agent, 

Salinas Valley

Your One Stop Shop in achieving all 
of your Real Estate goals.

Vincent J. Catania
Owner / Broker

CalBRE: 01372845
831.601.9694

The Commitment You Deserve
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Susan Yedlicka
Financial Advisor

401 Fremont Street, Suite 200
Monterey, CA 93940
831-646-6111
susan.yedlicka@morganstanley.com
www.morganstanleyfa.com/
susan.yedlicka
CA Insurance Lic. #0L85512
NMLS #1595013

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. MAR014 CRC 2004710 02/18 CS 9161104 02/18

The riskiest financial
move is doing nothing.
Life is filled with uncertainties. Your career, your
health, your family situation— they’re all subject
to change. So how can you plan for the future
when you don’t know what it will hold?

As a Morgan Stanley Financial Advisor, I can work
with you to help develop a plan to manage your
investments and assets through life’s changes.
Call today to arrange an appointment. We’ll work
together to plan for what may come.

Thanks for voting me Best Investment Advisor!
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We are proud to be part of the
Monterey community!

Thank You for voting us

#1 Retirement Community!

200 Glenwood Cir | Monterey, CA 93940 | PacificaParkLane.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING ~ ASSISTED LIVING ~ MEMORY CARE

Put Keys to happiness in your
pocket this month!

Come tour our unique

apartment floor plans, meet

new friends, & taste our

delicious appetizers, entrees

and desserts!

Community. Activity. Wellness.

877.966.2986

Book your tour today &
enjoy lunch on us!

Monterey Herald readers agree that Epsilon, established in 1991, serves deli-
cious, authentic Greek food and voted them as Best Greek restaurant. Family 
owned and operated for nearly 30 years, Epsilon is located in downtown 
Monterey on Tyler Street. The recently remodeled restaurant is owned by Chris-
tos and Dallie Hix, who purchased the family restaurant 4 years ago. They are 
excited to continue to serve his family’s recipes which have been handed down 
from family members. Epsilon’s menu offers flavorful and amazing traditional 
Greek fare and a nice selection of beer and wine to complement the many 
unique (and incredibly flavorful!) dishes. Their mission is to offer not only food 
that will knock your socks off, but to serve it with a smile and have you telling 
your friends about it and becoming a regular customer. Come by and say hello 
to the super friendly staff and check out the newly remodeled dining room and 
updated menu items. Epsilon also offers catering so keep them in mind for your 
next event and jazz up the menu with Greek food. You can also enjoy Epsilon 
from the comfort of your home, with delivery service available through Door-
Dash, Doorbell Dining and Uber Eats. Call 655-8108 to find out more, visit them 
at 422 Tyler Street or online at epsilonrestaurant.com. 

EPSILON  
OFFERS THE BEST IN GREEK CUISINE 

BY DANA ARVIG

Epsilon owner, Chris Hix, proudly displaying his 2018 Readers’ Choice Award.
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Brought to youbySunset Cultural Center, Inc., a nonprofit 501(c)(3)
Topurchase tickets or formore information, please visit:

www.sunsetcenter.org • 831.620.2048
San Carlos at Ninth Ave • Carmel-by-the-Sea

COMING UP...
BECOMING KAREEM:
AN EVENINGWITH

KAREEMABDUL-JABBAR
Saturday, March 9 at 8PM
Inspiring evening with the
NBA all-time leading scorer,
six-time NBA champion,

accomplished author, speaker,
and civil rights activist.

ACROSSTHE GREAT DIVIDE:
A Celebration of the 50th
Anniversary of The Band
Sunday, March 31 at 7PM

Featuring two of today’s defining
American roots groups, eclectic octet
The Dustbowl Revival and Austin-
based trio Hot Club of Cowtown, as
they join in an evening of their own
songs and a special tribute toMusic

fromBig Pink and The Band.

BUDDY GUY
Thursday, April 11 at 8PM

The title of Buddy Guy’s latest album
says it all: The Blues Is Alive andWell.
Witness the legendary blues artist’s
raw and unadulterated sound, a true
pleasure for aficionados and genre
newcomers alike. This is a proud
return engagement to the Sunset

Presents series.With special opener,
Christone“KINGFISH” Ingram.

THANKYOUMONTEREY HERALD READERS!

Sunset Center is honored to have been named
“Best Live Performance Venue”and“Best Music/Comedy Venue”

in the Monterey Herald’s Readers’Choice 2018. We look forward to
continuing to bring you the very best in performing arts

and entertainment for seasons to come!
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Just great old fashioned service since 1979!!
You call...
We come runnin’!
www.TopesTreeService.com
Topetree@aol.com

WE-7621A
AndrEW TopE Jr.

CErTifiEd ArboriST

831-373-7765
Mobile 831-596-6969

Andrew Tope, Sr. • Owner - Operator

Visit Our Garden Center At 650 Franklin St. Monterey - 920-1203
ST. CONTR. LIC. #669057 - INSURED PL & PD &WORKERS’ COMP.

for

Thank youmonTErEY CounTY for

VoTing uS
bEST TrEE SErViCE

firST plACE

from the Tope family and Staff
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Thank you for voting
us Best General Store
in Monterey County!

Prim’s strives to be a local, communitystore that showcases all of the beauty
that defines Carmel. We’re proud to curate a
unique collection of luxury lifestyle products
including patio, outdoor, housewares,
textiles, gourmet food & more.

546 Carmel Rancho Boulevard, Carmel

Phone: 831-620-1251
Mon – Sat : 9am – 6pm
Sunday: 10am – 5pm
www.primscarmel.com

Visit Prim’s Carmel General Store today.

Marcia V. Atkinson
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN TAXATION

Thank you
for votingme

Best Tax Preparer/CPA

35 Winham Street
Salinas, California 93901

(831) 757-4066
(800) 464-4128

(831) 424-2776 FAX
E-Mail: marcia@jhwcpa.com
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Thank you Monterey Herald Readers
for voting

The Money Band
as your favorite local band 3 years in a row!

We are honored!
Contact us at www.moneyband.org or

zoea108@hotmail.com to find out about booking
The Money Band for your next event or to see our schedule!

Thank you Monterey Herald Readers

avorite local band 3 years in a row!

xt event or to see our schedule!

Steve Moseley, Luke Little, Zoe Alexander, Shayne Tyler

831-521-9634 C
831-293-8356 O

jwsweeneyiv@gmail.com
CRD #282591

26352 Carmel Rancho Lane
Suite 205

Carmel, CA 93923

The Market Changes Constantly,
Your Financial Foundation Should Be Rock Solid,

Find Your Rock.

Joe Sweeney
Principal/Founder

Seal Rock
Wealth Management, LLC

Customized Portfolio Solutions,
Built Around Your Unique Situation.

Thanks for all your
votes of confidence!
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ALL YOUR PICNIC NEEDS

Gourmet Deli • Made-to-Order Sandwiches • Fresh Salads
Farm Fresh Produce • Gourmet Cheese • Drinks • FineWines
Hickory Smoked Baby Back Ribs, Tri Tip • Cold Beer & more

831-624-3821 • Ample Free Parking
6th & Junipero Street, Carmel next to Surf n Sand

Open 365 Days - Local Home DeliverySince 1953

Thank you for voting
us your favorite place
for Fixin’s for a Picnic!

Thankyou
forvoTing
Bliss
Boutique
your favoriTe
LocaLBouTique!

266 Main Street, Salinas | 831-757-4055
380 alvarado Street, Monterey | 831-647-1139
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Thank YOU!
Monterey Herald readers choseMPC
as the BEST Junior College/Credential Program
in Monterey County.

Discover why so many students chooseMPC
to advance their education, further their careers,
and enrich their lives.

Enroll now atmpc.edu.

Monterey • Marina • Seaside • Online
mpc.edu (831) 646-4000
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Retirement Planning
College Savings Plans
Financial Planning

Daniel P. Kreer, Jr.
First Vice President
Branch Manager, Producing
401 Fremont Street, 2nd Floor
Monterey, CA, 93940
+1 831 373-1861
dan.kreer@morganstanley.com
http://www.morganstanleyfa.com/dan.kreer/
CA Insurance Lic.# 0A15516
NMLS# 1020979

© 2018 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC.
BC008 CRC 2187415

Let Us Cater Your Next Event
or Big Fat Greek Wedding!

831-655-8108
www.epsilonrestaurant.com

422 Tyler Street. Monterey, CA 93940
Lunch Monday-Friday: 11am - 2pm | Dinner Tuesday-Sunday: 5pm - 9:30 pm

Thank you
for voting us
Best Greek
Restaurant.
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Thank you
for voting us

Best
Donut Shop!

Also Available at:
• Forest Hill Mart • Grove Market

• Bruno’s Market • Nielsen Bros. Market
• Ord Market • Alliance Mart
• Bi-Rite • Troia’s Market

• Daney’s Mini Mart • Kasey’s
• Meg’s Chevron

• Pebble Beach Market
• Acme Coffee

Monterey
433 Alvarado Street, Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 372-9761
Hours

Tue–Sat 6:30am–1:30pm
Sun–Mon 6:30am–12:30pm

Seaside
1646 Fremont Blvd, Seaside, CA 93955

(831) 394-3444
Hours

Mon–Fri 4:00am–3:00pm
Sat 4:00am–2:00pm • Sun 4:00am–1:00pm

TWO LOCATIONS!

The Whaling Station Restaurant
proudly features

The World’s Finest
USDA Beef
Aged to Perfection!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
4:30pm for Cocktails Dinner Service at 5pm

763 Wave Street (Just Above Steinbeck’s Cannery Row) Monterey

(831) 373-3778 • www.whalingstation.net
Award Winning Wine List Hand-Crafted Cocktails

Thank
You

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
4:30pm for Cocktails • Dinner Service at 5pm

763 Wave Street (Just Above Steinbeck’s Cannery Row) Monterey

(831) 373-3778 • www.whalingstation.net
Award Winning Wine List Hand-Crafted Cocktails

Monterey County
Herald Readers

For Voting Us

BEST STEAKHOUSE

Congratulations to Yellow Brick Road for being chosen as Monterey County’s 
Favorite Thrift Store! Yellow Brick Road was started by Carmel Presbyterian 
Church more than 30 years ago. This unique, upscale store sells gently used 
items and returns the net proceeds to worthy Monterey County charities and 
scholarships.

Over the past 30 years, more than $6.2 million has been given back to the 
community. Yellow Brick Road Benefit Shop has three locations. The main 
shop offers clothing for women and men, home goods, jewelry and other 
items. The book store includes items such as DVDs and music CDs and the 
third store features furniture, art and linens. Visit Yellow Brick Road’s shops 
on Carmel Rancho Lane, next to the Barnyard Shopping Village. For informa-
tion, call (831) 626-8480. Shop hours are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday– Satur-
day, open Wednesdays until 6 p.m. Visit www.yellowbrickroadbenefitshop.org 
for more information. 

GIVING BACK 
FOR THREE DECADES
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Open 7 Days a Week • 10AM to 7PM• 831-250-7756

Big Sur Canna+Botanicals is a High-End Cannabis dispensary
which prides itself on the quality of their products
and service, combining an educational approach to
cannabis use with personalized customer service.

Thank you for voting for us
Best Cannabis Dispensary
in Monterey County!

26352 Carmel ranCho lane Carmel ranCho Shopping Center

bigsurcannabotanicals.com

Big Sur Canna+Botanicals is a High-End Cannabis dispensar

Thank you for voting for us
Best Cannabis Dispensar
in Monter
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General Dermatology: 831.373.4404
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic

Thank you to our patients and readers of theMontereyHerald for voting

Readers Choice “Best Dermatologist” 2017.

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. • JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Dr. Joseph Rheim

We are honored by your recognition.

www.rheimdermatology.com

Dr. James RheimDr. Joseph RheimDr. James Rheim

2018.on theGrand Princess® from San Francisco

June 25-July 5, 2019

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

CST# 1003488-10

(831) 373-0631 Fares, Taxes, Fees & Port Taxes of $250.00 are included & subject to change.
© 2016 Princess Cruises, Ships of Bermudan & British Registry

pgtravel.com | Call or come in to learn more

10 - day – Inside Passage Cruise

Priced from $2,119.00

Round trip from San Francisco,
visiting Juneau, Skagway, Glacier
Bay (scenic cruising), and Sitica

in Alaska, and Victoria, B.C., Canada!

(per person based on double occupancy)

Transportation from Monterey, Salinas, and Santa Cruz to the pier in San Francisco included!

See Glacier Bay!

This cruise will fill
up fast,

so call us today!

THANK
YOU

Herald readers
for supporting
Pacific Grove
Travel for

over 39 years

Mary Potter, CTC; Joe Shammas, CTC; Laura Lockett, CTC
Your Pacific Grove local travel professionals

Join Joe to
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Ferguson Bath, Kitchen & Lighting Gallery is proud to receive a
2019 Monterey Herald Readers’ Choice Award for having one of the
best appliance selections in the Monterey area.

MONTEREY

B E S T . D E C I S I O N . E V E R .
When it comes to your dream home – making sure it is perfect means tons of tough decisions. Let our
knowledgeable product experts relieve the stress and restore the fun while introducing you and your

design team to our extensive collection of products from the most sought after brands.
Request your appointment today at fergusonshowrooms.com

FERGUSONSHOWROOMS.COM
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W W W. M O N T E R E Y H E R A L D . C O M  |  M A R C H  2 0 1 9  |  M O N T E R E Y  C O N T Y  R E A D E R S ’  C H O I C E  |  6 3

Since 1948, we’ve been committed to making
great-tasting, made-to-order burgers, fries, and

shakes for our guests. It’s all part of our dedication
to quality, freshness, and service.

Thanks for thinking so highly of us.
We look forward to serving you again.

We’re honored.

151 Kern St., Salinas
1350 Del Monte Blvd., Seaside

©2019 In-N-Out BurgersIn-N-Out.com

BEACH HOUSE
R E S TA U R A N T + B A R @ L O V E R S P O I N T

�

ENTREES FROM $9.90 SUNSET SUPPER

620 Ocean View Blvd. Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Like us on Facebook!
www.beachhousepg.com

(831) 375-2345

We’ve updated the menu,
the view is still spectacular.

Photo courtesy of Pat Hathaway Collection, used with permission.

Thank You for Voting Us
Best Place To Eat At The Beach
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When it comes to good barbecue, it takes a lot to get it right, and then you don’t mess 
with it. At Salinas City BBQ, the motto is “real smoked BBQ.” But the goal of the fami-
ly-owned restaurant is to keep it simple. And have patience. Clearly, this formula works 
as Salinas City BBQ was named best barbeque in the Monterey Herald’s recent Readers’ 
Choice poll.

The tagline is, “When you’re having breakfast, we’re cooking your dinner,” says owner 
Larry Ingram. The slow-smoking process takes time; sometimes hours, sometimes days. 

“Taking cues from different styles of barbecue, we use traditional recipes with unique 
rubs and consistent processes,” says Ingram who, with his sons Larry, Eric and Franz, 
own RS BBQ, which runs eight different barbecue restaurants.

At each location, the ribs, brisket and tri tip are popular, but the Ingram family knows, 
it’s all about the barbecue. And they’ve worked a long time to get it right.

When the family noticed an old BBQ joint for sale in Morgan Hill in 2002, son Franz took 
a great interest in the place. Ingram, who was working in the tech industry, bought the 

place, and the family has been barbecuing ever since. Once the business grew to three 
locations, each son took the helm.

“I think we’ve been successful,” says Ingram, “because we know it’s important to serve a 
good product, but it’s also important to create a hospitable environment. Each location 
has its own personality; we try to become neighbors, the community barbecue.”

The Ingrams consider their business a family of barbecue restaurants. Like family, they 
all have a common core, but each member is a different, with its own character. 

With the recent opening of Crossroads BBQ in Carmel, the family-owned business has 
grown to eight locations, with Franz serving as the “barbecue master.”

The Ingrams are excited to introduce their BBQ business to Carmel, particularly Larry, Sr. 
and wife Teresa, who used to hang out on Carmel Beach during high school. In 1974, 
the couple, who now live in Gilroy, honeymooned in Carmel and returned to that same 
beach. Probably to barbecue.

REAL BARBEQUE TAKES PATIENCE
SALINAS CITY BBQ SERVES UP SLOW COOKED DELICIOUSNESS DAILY 

BY LISA CRAWFORD WATSON
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T H A N K Y O U F O R V O T I N G

C A N N I N G P R O P E R T I E S G R O U P

B E S T R E A L E S T A T E T E A M

No. 1
Team on theMonterey Peninsula

*2018 Sotheby’s InternationalRealty, Inc.
internal rankings.

No. 3
Team in the U.S.

* 2018 Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. internal rankings.

No. 2
Team in California

*2018 Sotheby’s InternationalRealty, Inc. internal rankings.

CanningPropert ies .com

We a r e d e d i c a t e d t o p r o v i d i n g t h e b e s t s e r v i c e f o r o u r c l i e n t s b e f o r e a n d a f t e r c l o s i n g .
C o n t a c t u s t o d a y f o r m o r e i n f o rm a t i o n o n h ow o u r t e am c a n b e s t s e r v e y o u r r e a l e s t a t e n e e d s .

MIKECANNING JESSICACANNING NICCANNING ELLENKRAUSSE NATALIE PITSCHKE

831.596.1171 831.238.5535 831.241.4458
DRE: 01004964 DRE: 01920034 DRE: 01959355 DRE: 02046046 DRE: 02041776

831.521.7363831.204.2204
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Monterey Recreation would like to thank the readers of the
Monterey Herald for voting Whispering Pines Day Camp

Second Runner Up for Best Summer Camp on the peninsula.

Visit www.monterey.org/rec or
call 831.646.3866 for more information.

Day Camp Registration for Summer begins March 27!

Thank you for voting
Bernardus Lodge & Spa

#1 Hotel in Monterey County
and

Lucia Restaurant & Bar
#3 Best Restaurant in Carmel Valley

The Spa at Bernardus #3 Best Day Spa

831-658-3400
BernardusLodge.com
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The employees of Central Coast Federal Credit Union would

like to thank the Salinas Valley Weekly readers for

choosing us as the Best Credit Union in the Salinas Valley.

(831) 393-3480
www.centcoastfcu.comSeaside Soledad King CitySalinas

Serving the residents and workers of Monterey County Since 1949

1) 393-3480
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One has to wonder if Rosine Culcasi understood, in the early ‘80s, when she began 
selling her signature four-layer cakes in her eponymous café at Del Monte Shopping 
Center, if they’d be as popular among her customers as they were around her family 
dining table. 

Today, customers who visit Rosine’s Restaurant on Alvarado Street in Monterey, where 
she and her husband Jim moved the business in 1986, understand, if they want to 
guarantee their favorite flavor will be available by the end of their meal, they’d better 
order a slice first.

Some people call ahead.

Cake slices are so generous, guests can’t finish them in one sitting – or shouldn’t, says 
grandson Chris Culcasi. Diners often order their cake in to-go box, take a few bites, and 
then bring it home.

“People know, if they don’t reserve their slice, there’s a good chance it will be gone by 
the time they’ve finished dinner,” says Chris. “When people want Rosine’s cake badly 
enough to call ahead and pay for it, we’ll have it for them.”

This is only one of the reasons the renowned restaurant won four First-place awards, 
two Second-place awards, and seven Honorable Mentions in the Reader’s Choice 
awards. The main focus was dessert selection, comfort foods, family friendly atmo-
sphere, and breakfast.

“This is a very family friendly restaurant,” Chris says. “When we’re busy, we’re loud. We 
welcome everyone.

Although Rosine, who celebrated her 80th birthday in January, and Jim, who will turn 
86 this year, have retired from the popular American-style café, Rosine’s signature 
cakes, homemade soups, and that remarkably creamy ranch dressing are still made 
daily, just the way she did them.

LET THEM EAT CAKE
AT ROSINE’S RESTAURANT, PEOPLE START WITH DESSERT   

BY LISA CRAWFORD WATSON

TRAVEL & AUTO
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When the restaurant moved to Alvarado Street, son Jim, Jr. and daughter Annette 
Culcasi Ivers took the helm, while their parents remained involved. Two years ago, 
after 37 years in the business, Annette also retired, says Chris. Today, Jim, Jr. and 
his wife Susan Culcasi, and their sons, John and Chris, run the popular restaurant 
which, says Chris, offers American cuisine with an Italian flare. 

Other than dessert – which, in addition to cakes, includes cookies, custard, pies, 
pudding, cheesecake and brownies – the lasagna is legendary. But the menu 
is huge, offering something for everyone who sits down to breakfast, lunch or 
dinner. 

Although specials change daily, the menu changes just once a year. It’s hard to 
make many changes, says Chris, as customers are so used to their favorites, and 
count on them. Some people have been coming since the restaurant opened, in 
1986. Others sit in the same booth every time or order the same dishes or look for 
their favorite servers.

“People love our servers, who also love them,” says Chris. “We have a base of very 
loyal, generous customers, who feel at home here. We’ve seen customers pay the 
tab for other customers in military uniform. Everyone sings when it’s a birthday. 
We have a warm and friendly atmosphere, and our customers have a lot to do 
with that.”

END OF LIST WINNER LIST
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Thanks for all your
VoTes for BesT

CarpeT Cleaning!

Call Us at (831) 624-7391
www.envirocleansystems.net

Serving the following areas:
Carmel, Carmel Valley, Pebble Beach,

Monterey, Pacific Grove, Seaside,Marina

Professional Carpet, Upholstery and Stone Cleaning Service

Since 1920, club members have volunteered to work 
locally, regionally, and internationally to combat poverty 
and hunger, improve health and sanitation, provide 
education and job training, and promote peace under 
the motto “Service Above Self.” 

The Salinas Downtown Rotary Club was selected as best 
member organization for businesses in the 2018 Mon-
terey Herald Readers’ Choice Awards. One of the events 
that makes this club so special (and so much fun!) is 
their annual fundraiser, Pigs, Pinot & More. On March 
2nd, the club will be hosting its 9th annual event that 
brings the flavor of Monterey County’s wine country and gourmet nibbles to a growing 
crowd of attendees. This year, the location will be at the spacious Jet West Hanger near 
the Salinas Airport where guests will be treated to delectable bites, while sampling 
award winning Monterey County wines. For a full list of participating chefs, wineries 
and ticketing information, visit the Pigs, Pinot & More page on Facebook.

All proceeds will benefit the Charitable Fund of the Sali-
nas Rotary Club. In the past eight years, nearly $450,000 
has been raised by the event, affording the club the 
opportunity to support many local organizations and 
programs, as well as international Rotary projects. With a 
mission of making an impact in our community, ongo-
ing programs include recognizing Salinas High School 
Student of the Month, 5th Quarter post football game 
dances, and Sober Grad night. Mt. Toro Student of the 
Month and quarterly recognition BBQ’s are club member 
favorites as well. The Club also funds four $1,000 Rotary 
scholarships each year to a deserving Senior at both Sali-

nas High School and Mt. Toro. Pigs, Pinot & More tickets and additional information can 
be found at www.pigspintoandmore.org or on the Pigs, Pinot & More Facebook page. 
Guest must be 21 or over to attend. Congratulations Salinas Downtown Rotary Club and 
cheers to all you do for the community! 

SALINAS DOWNTOWN ROTARY CLUB TAKES HONORS
BEST MEMBER ORGANIZATION FOR BUSINESSES  
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FOR 69 YEARS – A LEGACY OF COMMUNITY & GIVING
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PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE
Sunday, August 18

The Lodge at Pebble Beach

www.pebblebeachconcours.net



I am honored to be voted

Best New
Real Estate Agent
of Monterey County

Kimberly Flores
Realtor® | DRE #02062789
831-224-0020
kaflores@kw.com
KimberlyFlores.kwrealty.com

Thank you to everyone who
voted. I am humbled to receive
this acknowledgment. I look
forward to working with you
and earning your business.

Please contact me for all
your real estate needs.

I am honored to be voted
Best New
Real Estate Agent
of Monterey County

Carmel-By-The-Sea | Carmel Valley
Pacific Grove | Monterey
Salinas | Marina | Seaside

Aromas | Prunedale
26135 Carmel Rancho Blvd. Ste. F200, Carmel


