












40 _BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND STAFF

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS

Officers 

Karen J. Lynn*  
Chair  
Athene Holding LTD 

Christine Lauridsen Sand*  
Vice-Chair   
Lauridsen Group, Inc. 

John Craig*  
Treasurer 
Sammons Financial Group 
(Ret.) 

Eric T. Crowell* 
Secretary  
UnityPoint Health Des Moines 
(Ret.) 

Mary Kramer*  
Past Chair   
U.S. Ambassador (Ret.) 

Directors 

Tom Ahart  
Des Moines Public Schools 

Robert Brownell   
Polk County Board of 
Supervisors 

Espnola Cartmill  
Belin McCormick 

LaNae Ceryanec  
Community Leader 

Frank Cownie, Mayor   
City of Des Moines 

Michael Eberle, DVM   
Eberle Animal Hospital (Ret.) 

Lisa Gobber   
Nationwide Insurance

Laure Guisinger  
Holmes Murphy & Associates 

Paul Hlivko*  
Wellmark Blue Cross &  
Blue Shield 

Terry Johnson  
Wells Fargo Wealth 
Management (Ret.) 

Ardis Kelley*  
FHLB Des Moines

Mike Matera*  
John Deere Financial (Ret.) 

Dennis Menken   
Principal Financial Group

Dr. Andy McGuire  
Community Activist 

Sonia Parras  
Law Office of Sonia Parras 

Katie Patterson   
Happy Medium 

Stacy Wanderscheid*  
Perspective Consulting 
Partners, LLC

Linda Westergaard   
City of Des Moines 

Legal Counsel 

Mike Kulik  
Davis Brown Law Firm 

* 	indicates Executive  
	 Committee Member

STAFF

Administration

Jeff Chelesvig  
President and Chief Executive 
Officer

Laura Sweet  
Vice President and Chief 
Operations Officer

Bill Pinegar  
Human Resources Manager

Heidi Watkins  
Director of Finance

Tiffany Fitzpatrick  
Finance Manager

Rita Gardner  
Accountant

Wendy Albrecht  
Payroll & Benefits Specialist

Alisa Elkins  
Executive Assistant

Production and  
Building Services

Janet Albanese  
Director of Production and 
Building Services

Greg Tracy 
Production Manager /  
Head Audio

Nick Romano  
Stage Operations Manager / 
Head Carpenter

Jamie Stepp  
Production Manager Temple / 
Stoner Theater

Al Dyer 
Technical Operations  
Manager / Head Electrician

Ly Ung 
Building Services Manager

Heng Teav 
Assistant Building Services 
Manager

Development

Cherian Koshy 
Director of Development

Anna Cramer 
Development Manager

Emily Kruse  
Development Manager

L Carlson 
Development Relations 
Coordinator

Bill Hitt  
Development Assistant

Guest Services

Allie Ross 
Guest Services Manager

Miranda Lee  
Assistant Manager Guest 
Services

Marketing

Barb Preuss  
Director of Marketing

Matt Spangler  
Senior Marketing Manager

Jonathan Brendemuehl  
Communications Manager

Greg Votava 
Digital Marketing Manager

Carina Woodward  
Marketing Manager

Cathy Long  
Publicist

Programming and Education

Eric Olmscheid  
Director of Programming and 
Education

Karoline Myers  
Education Manager

Bill McElrath  
Programming Manager

Sarah Florian 
Education Programs 
Coordinator

Sara Perez  
Education Programs 
Coordinator 

Julie Houghton  
Programming and Education 
Coordinator

Heidi Mason  
Education Administrative 
Specialist

Ticket Office

Denise Smithson Green  
Director of Ticketing

Madison Bishop  
Database Manager

Kennedy Bollmeyer  
Ticket Office Manager

Brooke Bridenstine  
Ticket Office Manager

Ashley Wright Shannon  
Ticket Office Staff Manager

Laura Arenson  
Ticketing Services 
Representative

Ashlin Berthelsen  
Ticketing Services 
Representative

Natalie Lourens  
Ticketing Services 
Representative
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A shared bow, responding to the applause 

of an audience, has a powerful and 

enduring effect on youth who summon the 

courage to perform on stage.


