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Wherever you live, how you move is everything. That’s why we’re bringing the most innovative
musculoskeletal care to where it’s needed most: your neck of the woods. At HSS, we focus on the
way you move because we know how crucial it is to your quality of life, from season to season and
year after year.
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Sports Medicine
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Radiology and Imaging/MRI

1133 Westchester Ave., White Plains, NY 10605
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editor’s memo

I’m Rich.
Are You?

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

A

ctually I’m not, at least with regard to financial standing, but I
do consider myself wealthy when it comes to personal relationships (family, friends, puppy!), job gratification (one main duty
is heading up food-and-dining coverage — huzzah!), and community (I
live in rustic Goldens Bridge). The hamlet is a half-hour north of Rye,
where I grew up. Rye was a tony place then and perhaps is even more so
now, making me the frequent target of assumptions about my family’s
wealth based on nothing other than where our house was.
But no: We didn’t belong to a country club, attend expensive sleepaway summer camps, or vacation in Saint-Tropez. Ours were more of the
driving-the-camper-to-the-campgrounds variety.
I repeatedly encountered these assumptions over the course of
my youth, but I can’t totally blame people, because while my family
fell somewhere in the middle, we did have plenty of neighbors who
lived a well-heeled lifestyle. The
longstanding perception that the
“The longstanding
914 is loaded with, well, loaded
perception that the 914
folks was the genesis of our cover
story, “Is Everyone in Westchester is loaded with, well,
Rich?” (page 44), where writer
loaded folks was the
Marisa Iallonardo explores the
origins of the green-to-the-gills
genesis of our cover story.”
generalization, how true it is
(or isn’t), and how the cost of
living here skews things. Whatever your household income, I hope the
article spurs thoughtful and spirited discussion about money, lifestyle,
household budgets, and being grateful for what you have and recognizing what you place value on.
Any lively discussion is bound to make one hungry, so why not do it
over brunch, the meal that makes it socially acceptable to drink before
noon. Turn to page 52 to see the 13 restaurants that are doing brunch
right. Just make sure to invite friends from Rye, so they can pick up the
check from their infinitely deep pockets. (Wink-wink.)
Want to work off all those carb-tastic brunch calories? On page 70,
fitness editor Paul Adler shares his suggestions for county fitness programs that’ll have you building muscle, losing fat, and improving both
flexibility and endurance in short order.
Finally, the word immigrant is quite politicized these days, and it’s
hard to imbibe any media about the subject without the shading of one
lens or another. If you turn to page 62, you’ll find a feature that puts
the county’s immigrant experiences not in political contexts but rather
historical and personal ones, with facts, timelines, and profiles that
showcase Westchester’s true wealth — its diversity of people.

John Bruno Turiano
Editor
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MORE THAN
ADVANCED CARE.
A CULTURE
OF CARE.
Brian Moriarty
Skydiving Accident Survivor
New Providence, NJ

As the ONLY Level I trauma center in the region,
our unparalleled expertise ensures a safe landing
when life hangs in the balance.
To read Brian’s story, visit
WestchesterMedicalCenter.org/CultureofCare

WestchesterMedicalCenter.org
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this month @
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Go
to our home
page to subscribe
to our newsletter

Westchester
Today!

Butter Us Up
January 24 is National Peanut Butter Day, and we’re celebrating by counting down the best peanut
butter cookies in Westchester. Find out where you can score some PB goodness by visiting
www.westchestermagazine.com/PeanutButterDay

[OUR BLOGS[
Stay informed with

Eat. Drink. Post.
Read our award-winning blog
on all things culinary.

By Design
Get Westchester Home’s
latest design, lifestyle, and
landscaping trends, as well as
real estate news.

Westchester’s Winter
Fun Guide

Best of
Westchester Voting

Think there’s nothing to do after New Year’s but huddle
on your couch in a pile of blankets, constantly nursing
your hot cocoa until spring arrives? Well, think again,
Westchester! We’ve compiled every fun and exciting
winter activity we could think of to keep you entertained
and toasty through these colder months.
www.westchestermagazine.com/WinterFun

It’s that magical time of year again!
Time to let your voices be heard,
in our 2019 Best of Westchester
Readers’ Picks ballots. We’re tallying
your favorite spas, burger joints,
small businesses, local celebrities,
and more, so cast your votes
with our handy new ballots, at
www.westchestermagazine.com/
BOWvoting

plus...
A constant stream of daily content to keep you current with the entire county
A comprehensive resource guide featuring everything you need to know about area businesses in
every category, including dining, shopping, nightlife, and our Best of Westchester winners

914INComing
Follow the latest in Westchester’s
ever-changing business world.

Sponsored Content

Health & Beauty

Follow tips for a new improved you in
the new year.
www.westchestermagazine.com/
healthandbeauty

Home Improvement
Find savvy solutions to your most
challenging home projects.
www.westchestermagazine.com/
homeimprovement

Join the conversation:
www.twitter.com/westchestermag
www.facebook.com/westchestermagazine
www.instagram.com/westchestermagazine

For these stories and more, go to www.westchestermagazine.com
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Surf Club
On The Sound

Member Sponsored

The Most Sought Out Sophisticated Venue in Westchester
The elegant experience at the award-winning Surf Club On The Sound is unlike any other venue. It starts
from the moment you approach the fountain entrance and enter into the chandelier lit marble lobby with
cascading staircase. Gorgeous architectural details and unbelievable waterfront grounds that transcend
time, provide the perfect place for capturing those memorable wedding memories. Making brides dreams
come true is our passion.
280 Davenport Avenue, New Rochelle, NY 10805

914.633.8221 • thesurfclubonthesound.com
Member Sponsored
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letters & numbers

Evolve Into Your Best Self This Year

Join the Conversation
Tweet @WestchesterMag, comment on a post on
Facebook or Instagram @WestchesterMagazine,
or email us at edit@westchestermagazine.com.

Semi Private Training

Infrared Color
Therapy Sauna

Whole Body Cryotherapy,
Cryo Facials,
Local Cryo

One-On-One Training

Westchester’s Premiere Fitness and Recovery Facility
188 E Post Rd, White Plains, NY
(914) 437-8484 • evolveathleticclub.com

Dismayed Over Diversity
Thanks again for including me in your
Top Doctors issue [November]. I and a
number of my patients were dismayed by
the cover [which showed photos] of eight
physicians without one minority (e.g.,
African-American or Hispanic-American).
We make up a significant proportion of
Westchester residents, patients, and doctors
(including on your list). Please be sensitive
to this in the future. It is imperative in this
diverse country suffering from a crisis of
hate that all are represented. I continue
to see healthcare disparities monthly.
Recent studies show African-American
men, in particular, have better outcomes
when treated by an African-American
physician. I am not asking for this display
for myself, as I and my family have graced
your pages several times in the past. There
are numerous minority doctors on your top
doctors list to choose from. Please do so
next time.
—Lynne Perry-Bottinger, New Rochelle

Back Talk Feedback
It’s hard to tell when Phil Reisman is for real
and when he is just kidding. Whatever! His
articles are a joy to read.
—Martin Lebofsky,
Hastings-on-Hudson
FROM SOCIAL MEDIA:

CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF PRESERVING FEISTY
AND INDEPENDENT PERSONALITIES.
A Campus of Comprehensive Care. Take a Tour Today.

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation • Willow Towers Assisted Living • Willow Gardens Memory Care
AZOR Licensed Home Care • Meadow Lane and Soundview Senior Apartments

www.uhgc.org 914-632-2804

Regarding November’s
Neighbor story:
Thank you Westchester Magazine for the
great article about our father and his
amazing career.
—George Kunhardt via

The opinions and statements expressed herein
represent those of the submitters alone and do
not necessarily reflect the opinions of Westchester
Magazine’s publishers and editors. Published
material may be edited for space and clarity but
are not vetted for factual accuracy. Anonymous
submissions will not be considered.
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Redefining what a local hospital can be.
To find a cancer specialist, call 914-787-5000 or visit nyp.org/lawrence-cancer
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letters & numbers
Scarsdale
914.723.2002

Somers
914.232.2020

Stamford
203.975.9448

Yorktown
914.736.2468

Schedule Your Complimentary
Consultation today!
www.bestplg.com/Consultation

1965

year that Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. spoke
at the first fundraising dinner on behalf of
Irvington’s Abbott House (page 24)

18

companies with female founders that
Fran Hauser has invested in (page 42)

$17,179

average property tax in Westchester as of
2017, the highest in the US (page 44)
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BEST
............................... OF ...............................

WESTCHESTER

®

....................................................................

WinnER
2014

More at bestplg.com

3

the age at which Mount Vernon actor
Judah Taylor began performing (page 104)
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Must be 18 years of age or older to play New York Lottery games or wager on horses. Please play responsibly.
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Thecardiologist
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other
doctors
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to
see
other doctors want to see

will
see
you
now.
will see you now.

The cardiologists of NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center
are now available right here in Westchester.
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The cardiologists of NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center
are now available right here in Westchester.

When it comes to your heart, only the best will do. At ColumbiaDoctors, you’ll find nationally recognized cardiologists;
every one of them a faculty member at Columbia University Medical Center. They are experts on the most advanced cardiac
procedures and the latest in preventive care. If you’re looking for the best cardiology care in Westchester, don’t wait.

When it comes to your heart, only the best will do. At ColumbiaDoctors, you’ll find nationally recognized cardiologists;

When

every one of them a faculty member at Columbia University Medical Center. They are experts on the most advanced cardiac
TO LEARN MORE, VISIT COLUMBIADOCTORS.ORG
procedures and theTO
latest
in
preventive
care. If you’re looking
for1-877-4COLMDS
the best cardiology care
in Westchester, don’t wait.
MAKE AN APPOINTMENT,
CALL
(1-877-426-5637)

every

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT COLUMBIADOCTORS.ORG
TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 1-877-4COLMDS (1-877-426-5637)
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FUN & GAMES

LOLs for the 60+ Crowd
The digital comic strip The New 60 helps baby boomers reclaim their inner kids.
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THE NEW 60 BY ANDY LANDORF AND JOHN COLQUHOUN

first things first

FUN & GAMES

Mirth & Maalox?

Move over Marvel, The New 60 is here, and local boomers are loving it. By Julia Morgenstern

W

hile some say 60 is the new 40, the creators of The New 60:
A Comic Strip for the Ages, think 60 today is just the new
60 and that we should embrace and laugh about it. The
digital comic strip, created by Bronxville resident John Colquhoun
and Andy Landorf of Tarrytown, pokes fun at all kinds of common
scenarios that plague the baby-boomer crowd, from struggles with
technology to the ridiculousness of Millennial obsessions.
The two funsters formed this comic collaboration after decades
in the advertising world, which they describe as an intuitive transition. Colquhoun explains: “The Vikings, whenever they were — not
the Minnesota Vikings — they used to take their own and put them
on a ship and set the ship aflame and put it out to sea. That’s sort of
metaphorically what they do to you in advertising, only we jumped off
the ship and swam to shore and started a new comic.”

Explaining the relatable appeal of the comics, Landorf says, “There
was one where John’s kid said, ‘Dad, that is so you,’ and it really was
something that had happened to me,” before Colquhoun adds: “That
happens all the time, where something that happened to me, Andy’s
friends think actually happened to him. I guess that’s what makes us
a good team.” Many of the comic’s barbs and lampoons are laugh-outloud funny, not just because of the quality illustrations and text, but
for their relatability among readers of their demographic.
The strips are published digitally every Tuesday and Friday on their
website, www.thenew60comic.com. Though it may seem counterintuitive for their target audience, the duo says the digital route offers clever
options for engaging their fanbase. They also plan to post pencil versions
of their work on Facebook, with open endings that fans themselves ultimately determine. There are also plans for multicolor books of the strip.

COMMUNITY SPIRIT

Purchase teen Helena
Zimmerman practices
philanthropy and
entrepreneurship with
Counting Cupcakes and
TeensGive.org.

Making an Impact
Purchase teen helps other kids step up to
better educate their peers. By Maddie Gross

W

hile planning her service project for her upcoming bat mitzvah, Rye Country Day School
seventh grader Helena Zimmerman had an
epiphany: She realized that teens don’t have
anywhere near the same resources to help
their communities that adults do. That’s
why she created TeensGive.org, a nonprofit
that helps teens give back through teaching and tutoring. Its subsidiary program,
Counting Cupcakes, which Zimmerman
launched when she was 16, created a reallife bakery to teach kids entrepreneurship
and life skills.
With the help of a $120,000 grant
from Google, TeensGive.org has 4,000 high
school members and 200 volunteer tutors

in the US who teach via the virtual volunteer platform. Zimmerman also partners
with Learn To Be, a nonprofit that helps get
vital educational resources for those kids
who cannot get help at their schools.
Helena, who is now 17, was recently
acknowledged for her leadership and commitment with a 2018 Diller Teen Tikkun
Olam Award and received a $36,000 prize,
in addition to a grant from her school made
possible through the E. E. Ford Foundation.
She has also received the Prudential Spirit
of Community Award in recognition of her
outstanding community service.
“I hope TeensGive teens are inspired to
become entrepreneurs, because one person
can change the world,” says Zimmerman.
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THEN & NOW

Winds of Change,
Season of Hope
Irvington’s Abbott House remains steadfast
in its mission despite turbulent times.

PHOTOS BY JOHN O’DONNELL (HAND WARMERS); DAVID WILLIAMS (ROGOWSKY)

By Elizabeth Colombini
“You at Abbott House are great and good because you are
the good Samaritans working to help those who have been
abandoned and who have faced the scars of the Jericho
Road of life.”
Reverend King spoke these words on October 29, 1965,
at the very first fundraising dinner for Abbott House, during
a speech titled “The Dignity of Family Life.” More than half
a century later, Abbott House is still fighting the good fight.
At its core, the Irvington-based nonprofit strives to help people recover
from deep trauma, in addition to preventing it in the first place. Relief
and assistance are provided to families and children in need, including
migrant families and children, as well as to individuals with developmental disabilities.
Abbott House received its share of media attention in recent
months, after the agency helped migrant children separated from their
parents at the US border. Soon after, there was an outpouring of donations. Yet, there has always been a need to help children separated
from their parents, whether it’s due to drug addiction, death, neglect,
or other circumstances.
“The children who were on the news had families who couldn’t wait
to be reunited with them,” explains Mayor Brian Smith of Irvington.
Smith, who grew up with foster children, adds: “Many other children
don’t have those types of families, and there’s a lot of need right here.”

EDITORS’
OBSESSIONS

We Can’t
Shut Up
About…

Above: Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. reviews
materials during his 1965 appearance at
Abbott House. Below (from left): Irvington
mayor Brian Smith with Abbott House
board chair Gregory T. Mooney, chief
development officer Lauren Candela-Katz,
and president/CEO James Kaufman.

To provide its services, Abbott House relies on government grants
and donations, but that is usually not enough to do the work required.
Its employees receive only nominal wages, so many are forced to work
multiple jobs, notes James Kaufman, Abbott House’s president and
CEO. “Often, our employees need to move up, or they move on to
another agency,” Kaufman says. “Turnover is tough, and that’s in an
industry where you’re always looking for continuity, because kids and
adults need the same figures in their lives.”
Such financial challenges are prevalent among social services agencies. As Abbott House chief development officer Lauren Candela-Katz
explains, “Insinuations from the media that [nonprofts are] cash cows,
earning all this money…is a real injustice to us and the entire nonprofit
field, and I think that inhibits people from having a more positive view
of nonprofits.”
For example, in 2017, the agency received $44,252,647 in government grants and donations, yet expenses totaled $44,553,407.
“So, we get ‘X’ amount of funding for our program, and, quite
frankly, it’s pretty minimal,” explains Abbott House board chairman
Gregory Mooney.
Abbott House remains steadfast in its mission, however. Reflecting
on the early days of Abbott House, gilded with propitious oratory from
MLK himself, Candela-Katz remains circumspect. “I think there is
change since then, yes, but I think there is much more to be done.”

We don’t even hide playing the
addictive phone-based quiz show
HQ at the office anymore; we have
a team. When he’s not hosting
HQ with celeb sidekicks like John
Mayer, Robert De Niro, and The
Rock, comedian Scott Rogowsky
of Harrison tours his “Running Late
Show” with sidekick (and dad) Marty. If
you love Rogowsky in 15-minute bursts,
you’ll keel over at his live shows.
—Dave Zucker,
Digital Editor

We know who framed Roger
Rabbit, but do you know who’s
wearing rex rabbit? I am! Port
Chester designer Linda Richards
makes these soft-as-a-cloud fur
hand warmers that will keep your
precious digits oh-so-toasty. Use
them as cuffs, to spruce up any
coat or jacket. Available in a variety
of colors, you’ll find them at I AM
More, Lola NY, and Shoes N More.
—Halina Sabath,
Style & Fashion Director
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first things first
BRUSH WITH FAME

Win a Date With Hillary
$10 may get you face time with the
first lady of Westchester. By Gina Valentino

A

BIBLIOFILE

Mary, Mary,
Quite Literary
The last word on good reads with a local spin

Review by Gina Valentino

I’m Lazy and
I Love to Eat
By Mary T. Prenon

With the new year comes
resolutions, most of which
revolve around improving
your health, whether they
involve sticking to a more
consistent exercise regimen
or eating more veggies (and
less cake). Westchester-based
writer Mary Prenon shares
her 19-year odyssey of weight
loss in her book I’m Lazy and I Love to Eat. Prenon,
the communications director for the Hudson Gateway
Association of Realtors in White Plains, explains to
readers what has worked for her regarding diet and
exercise and offers tips on how to live a healthier life,
with nutritious recipes and practical advice. Not your
typical how-to book, Prenon’s account is refreshingly
infused with LOL humor and honesty, for a quick,
entertaining, and educational read, sure to help you
become your best self yet.
102 pages (pbk), Available at Barnes & Noble
and Amazon.com, $10.99

EDUCATION

One Day at a Time
One Day University wants to show you
a good time for the mind. By Victoria Sanseverino

I

Philosophy, Ritual, and Ethics.”
magine going back to college just
ODU is able to deliver this content
for the pure joy of learning, with
to the public thanks to strategic partno concerns about homework,
nerships with some of the US’ most
GPAs or dean’s lists. Well, that’s what
venerable periodicals, including the
you can do at One Day University —
Boston Globe, Washington Post, San
and for a fraction of what you spent on
Francisco Chronicle, Charlotte Observer,
your kids’ tuition.
and Arizona Republic, among others.
Steven Schragis, Westchester native
The result is that One Day University
and director of One Day University, was
inspired with the idea for ODU
more than 10 years ago, when
One Day
he dropped his daughter off at
University
offers a variety
college. “The school had profesof interesting
sors spread around the campus,
courses for
giving 15- to 20-minute talks
adults.
about what they teach, and it
was really fun and interesting,”
says Schragis. Wanting to turn
the experience into a business,
Schragis did a test run of the idea
in 2008, at Doral Arrowwood in
Rye Brook, placing a single ad in
the Westchester section of the
now has 62 domestic locations and has
New York Times and calling in a handeven expanded to cities outside the US.
ful of exceptional professors from Ivy
Attending an ODU event costs less than
League universities to give talks that
$200, with each program featuring
condensed their specialties into onelectures by academics from such elite
hour bites.
institutions as UCLA and Notre Dame.
The courses are eclectic yet fasSchragis refers to his unique marketing
cinating, ranging from “How to
model as “edutainment,” and with an
Watch Movies Like a Film Professor”
enrollee return rate of 70 percent and a
and “What the Founding Fathers
business model that has seen revenues
Were Really Like” to “The Science of
increase twentyfold in the past five years,
Pleasure: Why We Like What We Like”
ODU seems to have found its niche.
and “The Jewish Brain: Neuroscience,

HILLARY CLINTON PHOTO BY MICHAEL DAVIDSON; ONE DAY UNIVERSITY PHOTO BY NOMI ELLENSON

Broadway show, wine, and… Hillary Clinton?
That’s right: The former secretary of state and
Chappaqua resident has partnered with Omaze, an
online platform and auction site, to raise money for
her nonprofit Onward Together, a political-action
organization. Omaze campaigns support an individual
cause through donations (as little as $10),
while offering a unique experiential
opportunity to a winner.
Through the campaign,
Clinton is offering the chance for
the winner and a friend to meet
her in NYC to see a Broadway
show, chat over a drink (her
favorite is Chardonnay), and
get to know the first-ever female
Democratic nominee for president. If
you choose not to head back to the county after hanging
with Hill, the experience also includes a night’s stay in a
four-star hotel. Entries can be submitted until January
22 on www.omaze.com.
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Celebrate
Your Big Day!
Factoria is Westchester’s newest
and most unique venue for weddings,
ceremonies, rehearsal dinners,
and bridal showers.
Allow our dedicated and professional
team to help you create your special
day and memories that last a lifetime.

CONTACT US TODAY
TO BOOK YOUR SPECIAL DAY!

914-788-4555
FACTORIACP.COM

Start building the pool of your dreams now....
so next year you may enjoy a full summer of fun!

Servin
comm g our
for 37 unity
years!

Thank you for voting us
the best pool company in
Westchester since 2014!
Like us on
Facebook

37 Years of Experience. All work done by our own experienced installers

518-A North State Rd, Briarcliff Manor • 914.762.1133 • coralseapools.com
License Numbers:

PC2395-A

WC-05480-H93

HIC.0608004 SPB.0000095
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Partridge

ON THE MARKET

Picturesque in Pelham
$1,950,000
266 Monterey Ave, Pelham; 8 BR, 3.2 BA; 4,571 sq. ft.; .25 acres; $55,312 estimated taxes
Didn’t think a house could be elegant, cozy, and funky at the same time? This updated Pelham Heights Victorian —
complete with the wraparound porch of your dreams — is all of the above. Graceful, historic details include leaded
glass windows, hundred-year-old hardwoods, and period millwork; window seats galore, plus four fireplaces boost
the “cozy” quotient. The funk comes in with unusual (yet chic!) wallcoverings, punchy color combos, and eclectic
fixtures. Filled with grand spaces, the large home also has an ideal-for-entertaining yard and is centrally located.
Listed by Owen Berkowitz and Carol Marrone, Douglas Elliman
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TRENDING

All Covered Up
These window coverings will keep the warmth in your home all winter long and make any space feel light and airy.
By Jenn Andrlik

Ikat Valance
Price available upon request
Blinds 360
White Plains
www.blinds360.com

Polka Dot Drapes
Price available upon request
Blinds 360
White Plains
www.blinds360.com

Duralee #25191
in Cotton Duck Awning Stripe
Price varies
Country Willow
Bedford
www.countrywillow.com

Avi by Nate Berkus
for the Shade Store

Price available upon request
The Shade Store
Port Chester
www.theshadestore.com

Solera Shade by Hunter Douglas
$350-$800
Blinds. Blinds. Blinds.
Scarsdale
www.blindsblindsblinds.com

Kravet Basics #4508-1
Drapery Fabric
Price varies
Country Willow
Bedford
www.countrywillow.com
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WINDOW SHOP

Sister Style

PHOTO BY ELLEKAT.COM/ELLE KATSAROS

Two local sisters recently opened home
shop Fofie & Mia’s in Larchmont. Here’s
what inspires them and what made them
take the plunge.

HOT PROPERTY

Fit for a King (or Queen)
A unique new residential development in Rye Brook offers
a luxury lifestyle in a surprising location. By Amy R. Partridge

T

hese days, most of the buzz around new residential development in
Westchester centers on vertical-living projects in urban downtowns. But
not everyone is enthralled with the idea of big-city life. Taking a totally
different approach is Kingfield in Rye Brook, built by Pawling-based Sun Homes.
The community of new luxury homes is located on 31 acres of land situated behind
a King Street office park (Trust us, it’s way better than it sounds), ringed by a halfmile walking trail that encircles the property’s perimeter and is adjacent to the
Doral Arrowwood golf course.
Kingfield’s 110 units are a mix of single-family and townhomes, in styles from
Transitional to Traditional to Contemporary. Three different townhome models
range from 2,423 square feet to 3,447 square feet and are priced from $997,000.
(Yes, you read that right: a spacious new-construction option for under $1 million
in Westchester!) Two different single-family home models are available, starting
at $1.45 million and ranging from 3,248 square feet to 4,726 square feet.
Homes at all price points boast two-car garages and lower-level entertainment

S

isters Sophia Karipides (“Fofie”) and Maria
Katsaros (“Mia”) are a creative and energetic
design duo. Karipides has worked in the design
business for more than 20 years, with such brands as
Jonathan Adler and Lillian August, while Katsaros has a
background in marketing and psychology and runs a few
different businesses.
A year ago, when the sisters (below) took a road trip to
an old barn upstate to find vintage pieces, they were bitten
by the entrepreneurial bug. “We always find amazing pieces, and we were talking
about how hard it is to
find pieces like the old
bed frame or vintage distressed cabinet that we
had just bought, and
then boom! — a light
bulb went on,” says
Katsaros. “We thought, Let’s bring all of these amazing
pieces to our area!”
The sisters took the plunge and opened Fofie & Mia’s in
Larchmont last fall. Walk in, and you immediately want to
make yourself at home in one of their stylish vignettes.
“In my opinion, every room should have a museum piece
and everything else complements it and allows it to stand
out. That’s what our philosophy is built on,” says Karipides.
The eclectic and cozy shop curates one-of-a-kind pieces and home accessories; carries custom, vintage, handmade, and upholstered furniture and tabletops; and offers design services and delivery. They design and build
custom pieces to fit any space for homeowners and designers alike.
“We love building something special for our clients,”
says Katsaros. “Every house is quirky and different, so not
only may it be necessary to have something built for a
particular area, but sometimes a custom-built piece
makes your home décor truly unique.” —JA

From top: A dining room in
the Birch model; exterior of
the Dogwood; living room in
the Aspen model.

areas, as well as access to property amenities, including a striking Mid-Century
Modern-style clubhouse, designed by renowned firm Gabellini Sheppard, offering
pool, cabanas, kitchen-and-bar area, lounge room, and fitness center. (Bonus perk: a
shuttle to and from the Port Chester Metro-North station is available.)
High-quality construction and myriad customization options are a big part of
the development’s appeal, says Josh Rogull, Kingfield’s director of sales. In addition, he explains, Kingfield offers a much-coveted maintenance-free lifestyle, with
HOA fees covering exterior maintenance needs, landscaping, and snow removal,
plus homeowner’s insurance on the structure and all amenities. This lure is proving strong: At press time, a total of 25 homes had either closed or are reserved
with deposits. Construction is expected to finish in 2021.
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Fab Fireplaces
Chase off the winter chill in style at any of
these four homes boasting heavenly hearths.

$4,395,000

21 Sherbrooke Rd, Scarsdale; 7 BR, 7.2 BA; 9,103 sq. ft.;
1.49 acres; $116,489 estimated taxes
The dramatic living-room fireplace is the star of the show, but
this recently renovated Contemporary also has three other
fireplaces, including a two-sided beauty in the family room.
Situated in the Murray Hill Estate area, the seven-bedroom
home offers tons of space, boasting two master suites, two
laundry rooms, a gym, and a home office.
Listed by Joan Frederick, Houlihan Lawrence

$4,995,000

161 Hickory Kingdom Rd, Bedford; 5 BR, 7.1 BA; 13,000 sq.
ft.; 20.31 acres; $120,311 estimated taxes
The most spectacular of the three fireplaces in this modern
masterpiece is encased in granite, soars 30 feet up to the
ceiling and has a 40” x 36” opening that is exposed to both
the living room and dining room. The custom home offers
unique spaces, including a cantilevered living room with
floor-to-ceiling windows, and cool perks like a propanepowered generator and solar-panel system that allow for offthe-grid living.
Listed by Elizabeth Audet, Douglas Elliman

$3,250,000

85 Myrtle Ave, Dobbs Ferry; 8 BR, 5.2 BA;
8,900 sq. ft.; 3.52 acres; $96,200 estimated taxes
Built in 1902 by renowned architect Algernon S. Bell as the
summer home of an heir to the Campbell’s Soup fortune
and the daughter of a prominent Standard Oil VP, this
Arts & Crafts stunner has eight fireplaces, including an
exquisite inglenook in the den. Period architectural details
abound, as do standout areas like a solarium, art studio,
2,000-bottle wine cellar, and heated outdoor pool with spa.
Listed by Aurora Tishelman and
Carolyn Joy, Houlihan Lawrence

$1,860,000

80 Brookwood Dr, Briarcliff Manor; 5 BR, 6.1 BA; 6,765 sq. ft.;
1.8 acres; $53,813 estimated taxes
If you can tear your eyes away from the year-round panoramic
Hudson River views, you’ll enjoy a crackling fire in the cozy
great room’s floor-to-ceiling stacked-stone fireplace. This
Contemporary has four total fireplaces, plus fine details, like
custom millwork and cabinetry, a luxurious chef ’s kitchen, and
a master suite with bedroom, dressing room, and spa bathroom.
Listed by Nancy Steinberg, William Pitt Julia B. Fee Sotheby’s International Realty

—ARP
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EXPERT ADVICE

Rug Rules
Lucinda Deichmeister, rug expert
at Bloomingdale’s in White Plains,
shares rug-purchasing advice.

“A

beautiful rug can add
color and texture to a
room, like a beautiful
piece of art. Or, it can help neutralize a
busy room,” says Deichmeister. “Like
most aspects of design, the choice for a
rug should be based on personal taste
and can vary in different rooms and
homes.” Here are her tips on how to
choose the perfect rug for your space.

First Things First

“We suggest selecting a rug first, and
then building the room around it. It’s
helpful when customers can show us a
photo of the room or provide dimensions so that we can help determine the
proper size.”

In business for
40 years in
Westchester area.

We tend to all your interior needs

• Custom Window Treatments • Blinds/Shades
• Headboards • Bedding, pillows, cushions
• Reupholstery plus restoration and reﬁnishing
• Bathroom/Kitchen Renovations • Custom built furniture
• Woodworking/Cabinetry • Painting/Wallcovering

Louise Lidke
President and
Design Consultant

914.523.1112
www.yesdearinc.com

BUYING OLD
ROLEX WATCHES

TARRYTOWN
JEWELERS

tarrytownjewelers.com
WATCHES
DIAMONDS
JEWELRY

273 NORTH CENTRAL AVE
HARTSDALE, NY

Measuring Up

“The rug size will depend on the size
of the room. In general, living and dining rooms can handle more substantial
rugs, leaving just a 2- to 3-foot border of
floor around it.”

914-949-0481

PAYING PREMIUM PRICES FOR ALL ROLEX SPORTS WATCHES

Open:
Mon-Fri 10 to 5:50
Sat 10 to 4

Submariner. Daytona. Cosmograph. Sea Dweller. Milgauss. Explorer. GMT Master.

It’s a Material Thing

“For high-traffic areas, wool is the best
option in terms of ease-of-cleaning and
durability.”
Location, Location, Location

“Furniture placement really varies from
room to room. For smaller bedrooms,
we typically see the rug at the foot of
the bed; however, in larger master bedrooms, you may require two rugs to
compensate for the openness.”
Biggest Mistake

“Customers will frequently make the
mistake of buying a rug that is too
small for the space. A more substantial
rug always looks better and more
balanced.”—JA

Westchester’s Premier Coin,
Currency, Gold & Diamond Buyer
Neil S. Berman Inc.

• Over 50 years of trusted experience & knowledge
• Highest prices paid.
• Sell us your Gold & Silver, Estate Jewelry & Watches
• Monetize your Coin & Currency Collection.
• Written Appraisels for Estates
VISIT US AT:

MOUNT KISCO GOLD & SILVER

139 E. Main Street, Mt. Kisco, NY 10549
914-244-9500 • bermanbuyscollectables.com
Hours: Tues - Sat 10am-6pm (Closed Sun /Mon)
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CALL 914-948-4000 OR VISIT US AT WALLAUER.COM

NEWSTYLE® HYBRID SHUTTERS

So Many Choices to Create Timeless Style

NEWSTYLE® HYBRID SHUTTERS

HERITANCE® HARDWOOD SHUTTERS

PALM BEACHTM POLYSATINTM SHUTTERS

Genuine hardwood,
polysatinTM or hybrid
materials? A rich
stain or subtle color?
Quality choices abound
throughout or Custom
Shutters—all backed
by a lifetime guarantee.
Make an investment in
your home’s style today.

Custom Shutters

Discover Westchester’s Designer Showroom
Roman Shades • Motorization • Designer Fabrics • Drapery Panels
Designer Wallcoverings • Bedding • Reupholstery
North White Plains
(914) 948-4000

AD Wallauer FP 2 of 2.indd 32

Bedford Hills
(914) 241-1666

Ossining
(914) 941-1900

COLOR & DESIGN
Port Chester
(914) 939-7600

Scarsdale
(914) 723-4811
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SHOP

Get Cozy
Gucci Princetown crocodile
fur-lined men’s leather
slipper with double G
$2,650
Neiman Marcus
www.neimanmarcus.com
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SHOP

Seasonal Style
As the temperature drops, step up your
wardrobe (and warmth!) with these unique
acccessories. By Erin O’Keefe
Think Royln
Park Avenue poncho
$298; Beehive Collective
Mount Kisco
www.shopthebeehive.com

Gigi Uber Haircalf Clutch, $225

Krimson Klover Switchback Insulated Jacket

$198; Hickory and Tweed, Armonk; www.hickoryandtweed.com

Nylon and fur trapper hat in genuine silver fox

LINDA RICHARDS HAT PHOTO BY MICHELLE MASSA

SAACHI Eskimo collar scarf, $36
Arlene’s Boutique, New Rochelle

Hickory and Tweed, Armonk
www.hickoryandtweed.com

$670; Linda Richards, Port Chester; www.lindarichards.com

BEAUTY

Simplifying Skincare

W

e all have that one medicine cabinet
stocked with unused products that either
never worked or that we didn’t love. Now,
facial lotions, anti-aging creams, and eye-brightening
serums cluttering coveted cabinet space may be
a thing of the past, thanks to Larchmont resident
Bruce Robinson, MD. Robinson created his own
medical-grade botanical-based skincare line called
Just Amazing Skincare (JAS), to ensure patients have
access to products that deliver consistent results.
Robinson is a cosmetic/medical dermatologist
who says the skincare industry often encourages
consumers to purchase too many different products,

resulting in unnecessary expense. Robinson has
combined active ingredients to minimize time and
waste: “Instead of creating more steps, we put more
benefits into one cream. In essence, we simplified
the process of good skincare.” JAS has products for
all skin types, including an anti-aging retinol cream
and restorative hydrating cream.
“Cleanse, protect, and repair are the three ideals
of what our products achieve, with minimal steps
and maximum nutraceutical-grade ingredients,” says
Robinson. The skincare line can be purchased at
Pink on Palmer in Larchmont, and on their website,
www.jascosmetics.com.

PHOTO BY DANIEL MARRACINO

Local dermatologist creates natural plant-based skincare collection. By Gina Valentino
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PERSONALIZED CORRECTION DESIGNED FOR YOUR SKIN

DEVELOPED WITH OUR SCIENCE
DIAGNOSED BY YOUR PROFESSIONAL
DIFFERENTIATED BY YOUR RESULTS

For the first time, SkinCeuticals has combined

EXCLUSIVELY
OFFERED AT
PARK AVENUE
MEDICAL
SPA

TECHNOLOGY + SCIENCE
to deliver a personalized corrective plan that
evolves with your skin.

Your CUSTOM D . O . S . E treatment plan is backed by
our commitment to proof. More than 500 subjects were
tested in a series of 14 studies, yielding an average of
18% improvement in skin tone evenness and texture as
well as a 38% improvement in overall skin appearance.

Request an
appointment online at
Parkavenuemedicalspa.com
575 MAIN STREET
ARMONK, NY 10504
914-730-3333

Each ingredient contained in your D.O.S.E formula
is proven safe and effective on different skin types
and tones.

BY

18_1206_ParkAve_DOSE_Ad.indd 1
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TRAVEL

Ski Near and Far
Two picturesque destinations provide the perfect winter getaway.
’Tis the season for white, powdery snow that
blankets area resorts, setting the perfect
backdrop for your annual girls’ trip or family
vacay. Depending on how much time you
have to spare, two luxury destinations will

provide the quintessential spot for your
excursion. Spruce Peak at Stowe in Vermont
is the ideal weekend trip while Whistler
in Vancouver will keep you entertained all
week long.

WELLNESS

New Year,
Healthier You
Two local experts provide
their advice on how to start
2019 on the right foot.

Whistler, Vancouver
Flight from LGA, JFK, EWR: 6 hours
Where to Stay: Fairmont Chateau Whistler
Starting Price Per Night: $217/five-night stay
Things to Do Nearby: For non-skiing activities,
head to the Audain Art Museum, featuring the
traditional and contemporary works of British
Columbia; enjoy a candlelit fondue dinner at

Crystal Hut, 6,053 feet in the air; partake in dog
sledding; explore Whistler from the air during a
helicopter sightseeing tour.
Where to Eat and Drink: Christine’s on
Blackcomb offers dishes prepared with local
ingredients and panoramic views of the
mountain, 6,102 feet up. For some barbecue
and a bar, hit Dusty’s Bar & Grill.

Spruce Peak in Stowe, Vermont
Drive from White Plains: 5.5 hours
Where to Stay: The Lodge at Spruce Peak
(formerly Stowe Mountain Lodge)
Starting Price Per Night On Weekends: $499
Things to Do Nearby: For non-skiing activities, visit
Spruce Peak Outfitters to book a guided show shoe
hike to Bingham Falls; check out The Line House,
a speakeasy for invited members and guests of

Spruce Peak only; take a guided tour of Ben & Jerry’s
ice cream factory; or head over to the Spruce Peak
Performing Arts Center for a musical performance.
Where to Eat and Drink: Solstice Restaurant
is the Lodge’s signature casual (yet chic)
restaurant that focuses on local flavors. For
artisan foods, sandwiches, salads, and a
selection of wine and beer, check out The Pantry
in Spruce Peak Village. —GV

WHISTLER PHOTO BY TOURISM WHISTLER/COAST MOUNTAIN PHOTOGRAPHY, SPRUCE PEAK PHOTOS COURTESY OF SPRUCE PEAK

M

any proclaim, “New year,
new me” come January.
But how do you get
started on building the healthiest
version of yourself in 2019? Lisa
Ellis, a registered dietician in White
Plains, and Rye Brook-based Susan
Blum, MD, founder of Blum Center
for Health, offer inspiring tips.
Ellis advises striving for a
healthy relationship with food.
To help you understand your eating
habits, she suggests keeping track
of what you eat and your emotional
state as you eat it in a food/mood
diary. “Instead of restricting intake
and following strict diet rules, start
listening to your body’s internal
hunger and fullness cues, and remember that you can choose not to
eat, if motivated to do so by reasons
other than hunger,” Ellis says. She
also advises increasing mindfulness while eating: “Stay in the present and take your time; be aware;
enjoy the taste of the food and the
experience of eating. Embracing
these satisfactions often decreases
the need to continue eating past the
satiation point.”
The old adage “Know thyself ” shapes Blum’s advice for
2019. “Before making any new
relationship, work, or lifestyle
resolutions, you need to figure out
what’s truly important to you in
your life,” she says. “Read books on
spirituality or self-awareness and go
to classes or weekend retreats. This
is the best investment you can make
in your long-term happiness.” She
suggests that your resolution be
something you know you can do.
“Many people make the mistake
of being too ambitious,” she cautions. “In the darkness of winter,
follow nature’s rhythm and choose
to sleep more; set an earlier bedtime. Your body, mind, and spirit
will thank you.” —GV
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NEW
SHOWROOM
NOW OPEN

HENRY B.
GARAG

E DOORS

You Dream it & We Make it

Commercial & Residential
Mahogany • Cedar • Douglas Fir • Vinyl • Aluminum • Steel • Fiberglass • Electric Openers • Installations • Repairs

5 Fallsview Lane • Brewster NY • 914-962-9873 • www.WhitakerGarageDoors.com
Serving Westchester, Putnam & Connecticut for more than 60 years.

FIVE STAR WEALTH MANAGERS
Who will be named?

Find out in a special section of the August issue
Share your opinion — go to fivestarprofessional.com/wmconsumerfeedback
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WHAT WENT DOWN AROUND TOWN

PHOTOS BY MIKE DARDANO

.jpegged

CLUSTER Community Services
Harvest Tasting, Yonkers

PHOTO BY RAPHAEL GIBBS JR.

On Oct 25, CLUSTER Community Services hosted its annual Harvest Tasting. The event
was held at X2O Xaviars on the Hudson in Yonkers and recognized this year’s Community
Spirit honorees: Yonkers police commissioner Charles Gardner; Jeanne Martinelli, director
of marketing, Yonkers Chamber of Commerce; and Deborah A. Smith, senior vice president,
Wells Fargo Foundation for New York, New Jersey, and Connecticut. Above: Nader Sayegh,
councilman, City of Yonkers; Richard Martinelli, chief operating officer/group publisher, Today Media Custom Communications; and Dr. and Mrs. Richard
Harvey of Harvey Family Chiropractic. Top right: Gerald Barbour with wife Beverly Brown Barbour, CLUSTER Advisory Council and event committee
member; and Jack Martinelli, multimedia account manager, Westchester Magazine, and event committee member. Bottom right: Michael Sabatino,
majority leader councilman, City of Yonkers; Jeanne Martinelli and her husband, the Honorable Michael Martinelli; and Antoinette Cerrato, program
coordinator, Yonkers Chamber of Commerce.

Bedford Playhouse
Bedford Playhouse hosted a party on Oct
18 to reveal its new Cottages & Gardens
VIP Tasting & Green Room, designed
by Brittany Bromley. Katonah resident
Martha Stewart hosted a private winetasting event before the reveal. Above:
Marianne Howatson, Terre Blair, and
Martha Stewart. Right: Amanda Reigel
with Bedford Playhouse director of marketing Lindsay Hearon and executive
director Nicole Gardner.

PHOTOS BY PETER T. MICHAELIS

Reveal Party, Bedford

Cerebral Palsy of Westchester
A Taste of Westchester, West Harrison

Cerebral Palsy of Westchester hosted its 13th annual “A
Taste of Westchester: Food and Wine Tasting Event” at
the Renaissance Westchester Hotel in West Harrison on
Oct 29. More than 300 attendees came to support the
organization. Pictured: Cerebral Palsy of Westchester
board member Venita Osterer with executive director
Linda Kuck, board president Richard N. Osterer, and event
committee chair Trish Spano.
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BROUGHT
TO YOU BY

FEMALE HAIR LOSS

The internet is great for lots of things, however, when
it comes to getting the facts about female hair loss,
the internet can sometimes be a scary place.
Unfortunately, there are lots of myths out there about
female hair loss. Mark DiStefano, MD, Medical
Director of Medi Tresse Westchester, reviews some
of the most common ones and gives you the facts.

1

2

client sending new

4

3

This could not be further from the truth.
While female hair loss is not discussed as
often as male hair loss, women make up 40%
of the hair loss sufferers in the US.
Unfortunately, genetic hair loss can come from
both your mother or your father.
While the majority of women experiencing
hair loss do have androgenic alopecia (genetic
hair loss), there can be many causes for hair
loss including, but not limited to, diet,
medication, lifestyle, hormonal changes, or
over styling hair. As soon as your see signs of
hair loss it is important to see a female hair
loss specialist that can diagnose the cause of
your hair loss and provide proper treatment.

The good news is that it is not true that hair loss is always permanent. The irst step is determining
the type of hair loss and the cause, but in many cases, there can be some regrowth. There are many
great treatment options now available if you receive a proper diagnosis. However, the longer you
wait the more difficult it is to see complete regrowth. It is important to meet with a female hair
loss specialist that is experienced in determining the cause of hair loss and experienced with the
latest treatments like Platelet Rich Plasma (PRP) Therapy and Low Level Laser Therapy (LLLT).
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WHAT WENT DOWN AROUND TOWN

Rising Ground
PHOTOS BY ED CODY

Together We Rise Gala, Manhattan

PHOTO BY PHOTOGRAPHY BY SISSELA

PHOTOS BY WHITNEE SHULMAN

On Oct 25, Rising Ground hosted its “Together We Rise” gala at the Pierre Hotel in
Manhattan. More than $660,000 was raised to benefit Rising Ground, a nonprofit
human-services organization headquartered in Yonkers. Pictured clockwise, from
left: Lindsay Brienza and Roger Oliver; Allen and Brina Waxman, Angela White and
Tony Cirincione; Nick and Lisa Preddice.

Lockwood-Mathews Museum
Travel With the Victorians Gala, Norwalk

The Lockwood-Mathews Mansion held its “Travel With the Victorians” gala on Oct 13. The
event featured a talk with author, journalist, and travel historian Tony Perrottet and honored
Lockwood-Mathews trustee Mimi Findlay. Pictured: Bill Hunter, Chris Annalora, Rick Donner,
Bob Logan, and Frank Root.

Friends
of Karen
40th
Anniversary
Gala, Manhattan

Friends of
Karen, which
has a location in
North Salem, hosted a gala on Nov 2 at Pier Sixty
at Chelsea Piers to celebrate its 40th anniversary
and the impact of the nonprofit’s work. Above:
Friends of Karen regional director Nancy Mariano
with executive director Judith Factor. Right: honoree
Steve Tenedios with George Sousou.

Share your event photos by submitting to eventphotos@westchestermagazine.com.
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MARIELA HAS CROHN’S DISEASE
AND AUTOIMMUNE THYROIDITIS.

FINALLY BOTH CAN
BE TREATED IN
THE SAME PLACE.

Montefiore Immunologic Diseases Center of Westchester.
The first and only center of its kind in the tri-state area.
It’s called patient-centered care, a team approach to medical treatment, and it’s
long overdue for the area’s autoimmune disease sufferers. With experts in allergy
and immunology, gastroenterology, pulmonology, rheumatology, dermatology
and endocrinology working together collaboratively, patients can now receive the
comprehensive care they need from diagnosis to treatment all under a single roof.

Montefiore Immunologic Diseases Center of Westchester:
MULTIDISCIPLINARY CARE THAT FOCUSES ON YOU
For more information, visit www.montefiore.org/Immunologic-Center
or call 888-IMMUNE-3.
Thomas Ullman, MD (Gastroenterology), Shudan Wang, MD (Rheumatology), Ruchi Jain, MD (Rheumatology),
Martin L. Surks, MD (Endocrinology), Denisa E. Ferastraoaru, MD (Allergy and Immunology),
Manish Ramesh, MBBS, PhD (Allergy and Immunology), Simon D. Spivack, MD, MPH (Pulmonology)
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neighbor

FRAN HAUSER

Hauser says that over the past several
decades, a stereotype has developed about
what a successful leader looks like. “You think
of somebody who is demanding and tough
and competitive and smart,” she says. “But
you don’t think of someone who is kind.” Look
at Anna Wintour, who is portrayed as tough
and clever but certainly not compassionate,
or Hillary Clinton, who had to battle others
publicly to gain influence.
But Hauser knew she rose to the top in
a different way, by being empathetic and
collaborative, and “having enough confidence
to know there are enough opportunities to go
around.” It’s been her mission to help other
women know they can do the same.
Hauser had to be a team player early on.
She and her parents moved to Mount Kisco
from Italy when she was 2 years old. As the

Nice Girls
Finish First

Angel investor and business guru Fran Hauser of Bedford opens up about
her incredible career pioneering female empowerment. BY ALYSON KRUEGER

F

ran Hauser meets a lot of powerful women. As an angel investor,
she’s poured money into 20 companies — 18 of which have female
founders. One of her biggest projects is The
Wing, a rapidly growing coworking space for
women, founded by high-profile Millenials
Audrey Gelman and Lauren Kassan. She
also provided funding to help build actress
Zooey Deschanel’s lifestyle site, HelloGiggles.
Previously, Hauser was president of digital for

Time, Inc. There, she collaborated with the
founders of now-popular site Rent the Runway
before the company formally launched.
Later, a number of impressive females had
technical queries about managing cash flow,
attracting capital, and marketing effectively. But
their biggest question for her was more personal.
“How can you be so nice,” they asked, “while
being so successful?” In fact, so many people
asked, she wrote a book about it, The Myth of the
Nice Girl, which was released last April.

eldest of four children, she helped her parents
start businesses, her father as a mason and
her mother as a seamstress. She remembers
how in second grade all the other children
were focused on playing and doing their
homework, while she was taking customer
orders and filing invoices.
Her family moved to Mount Kisco from
a tiny seaside village in Calabria named
Solano Superiore (current population: 582).
Her large extended family in Mount Kisco
has now grown to include roughly 1,000
people. She still supports the Mount Kisco
restaurants her cousins own: Village Social, a
hip bistro, and equally trendy Exit Four food
hall. Her favorite memories growing up are of
having large meals altogether.
While higher education wasn’t a family
priority, Hauser asked her parents to let her
attend Pace University in Pleasantville. She
finished her bachelor’s degree and MBA in
just four years, forming connections she has
maintained to this day. Her favorite professor,
Barbara Farrell, who taught accounting,
remains a mentor. “I always loved her noexcuses attitude and the way she made
everything so relatable,” says Hauser.
After accounting gigs at PricewaterhouseCoopers and Ernst & Young, she joined CocaCola, where she became director of finance
for the New York Division at age 27. She asked
her boss why others with more experience and
better résumés didn’t get the job, to which he
replied: “You develop great relationships with
people. You have a team who would follow
you anywhere.” She remembers negotiating
a big deal with an outside partner (one that

PHOTO BY RANA FAURE/COURTESY OF FRAN HAUSER

“You think of somebody who
is demanding and tough and
competitive and smart.
But you don’t think of
someone who is kind.”
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her colleagues had tried to close previously
but failed) by putting herself in their shoes.
“I was really empathetic to what they needed
to get out of it,” she explains.
A random call from a recruiter led to a job
at Moviefone, a company that allowed people
to call and get show times and buy tickets
for any movie theater. It was a risky move:
The company was trying to move to an allInternet prescence, and no one knew if it
would work. Hauser decided to take the job,
however, because they promised she could
migrate away from finance and master all
aspects of the business. Moviefone ended up
being acquired by AOL, which then merged
with Time Warner. The result was that
Hauser found herself working for Time Inc.,
the conglomerate’s magazine arm.
From 2004 to 2014 she held high-level
roles at Time Inc. She ran the team that

PHOTO COURTESY OF FRAN HAUSER

Hauser
discusses
her book,
The Myth of
the Nice Girl.

launched People.com, a standalone business
separate from the print magazine that was
racking up a billion page views per month
(and 30 million unique visitors). Under her
leadership, the site covered everything from
Brad Pitt and Jennifer Aniston’s dramatic
breakup to the death of Michael Jackson.
It became one of the 10 most profitable
businesses within Time Inc. By the end of
her tenure, Hauser was president of digital
and running strategy for all of Time’s
entertainment and fashion brands.
She started meeting with tech companies
to find ways to collaborate. “Remember
FourSquare?” Hauser says. “We were trying to
work with them. We wanted to get our content
on Flipboard in a way that we could still make
a profit.” She found herself drawn to female
founders at places like Rent the Runway; she
naturally extended her network to them and
offered her wisdom. “One day, I woke up and
said, ‘I’m giving so much free advice to founders,
what if I get some skin in the game, by investing
in them?’” What started as a side hustle turned
into a full-time business four years ago.
Her most successful investments have
been in Meditation Studio and HelloGiggles,
which was acquired by Time Inc. after three
years. “It usually takes five or seven years for

an exit like this to happen,” notes Hauser. She
also learned valuable lessons about working
with women. “There’s been a few times
I’ve worked with best friends who started
companies together,” she says. “Everything is
great until it is not.”
Becoming an investor gave her time to
finally write her book. It had been in the
back of her mind for more than a decade,
but she finally did it after writing a blog
post for Forbes, titled “Nice Women Finish
First When They Ask the Right Questions.”
She received so many emails, phone calls,
and LinkedIn messages from women who
had read it, she knew there was a need for
her book. “They all told me they were in a
bind, that if they were too nice, they were a
pushover,” she says. “But if they were tough,
they were perceived as a bitch.”
Her timing couldn’t have been better. It
was right before the 2016 presidential election, when “Nasty Girl” items
and goods bearing Michelle Obama’s
signature quote, “When they go low,
we go high,” were trending. Her book
ended up going to auction, with publishers vying over which would get the
rights. (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
won.)
Since the book’s April release,
Hauser has given more than 100
talks. “It’s been incredible,” she says.
“People tell me about their real-life
scenarios. There are definitely tears.”
To celebrate the book’s release,
Hauser’s parents threw a party at
their Mount Kisco home; more than
80 cousins showed up.
Face time with family is really important
to Hauser, which is one of the things she
appreciates about her career as an investor:
It allows her to spend more time with family
in her beloved Bedford home. She and her
husband bought the house 20 years ago,
after falling in love with it on a casual drive
through the village. “You know when you see
something, and you just love it, and it has to
be yours?” she says. The house is a French
Provincial with cream stucco and a red roof.
It has the look of a castle and is located on a
hill, up a long, steep driveway.
When she was working in the city, the home
was just a pied-à-terre. Now, Hauser gets to
live there full-time with her husband and two
sons. “I just love nesting,” she says. “I love
being in the house with the boys and playing a
board game or having the kids play outside on
the trampoline or swim in the pool.”
It’s a perfect testament to her book, which
describes how to love and grow your career
while remaining the person you want to be.
As Hauser says, “You can do both.”
Alyson Krueger is a freelance journalist based in
NYC. She writes regularly for the New York Times,
Robb Report, and New York Magazine, among
other publications.
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is
in

We’ve been perceived for decades as a county of the rich, with streets
practically paved in gold. But does that perception have any merit?
What does it take nowadays for someone to be rich in Westchester —
and are you one of them?

BY MARISA IALLONARDO
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nearby airport where you can
jet off on a private plane?
Check. A slew of country clubs
to join? Check. Residents who
regularly make the Forbes
list of richest people in the
US? Check.
These are all markers of
affluence, something that Westchester is no stranger to: The
county counts nine of its communities among the top 100 richest in the entire nation, according to Bloomberg. The median
household income is close to $90,000, says recent government
data, some $30,000 above the national median. Median household incomes can top $200,000 in some of the county’s toniest towns. And that’s not to mention the many amenities that
abound, from high-end restaurants with $30 entrées to pricey
fitness classes to just about every designer brand you can think
of (whether it’s a handbag or a car).
All of this begs the question: Is everyone who lives
here rich?
The short answer is no — definitely not. If we start with
the self-identification route, a whopping 91 percent of people
who took our online survey (see page 46 for poll results) asking
that very question say they don’t consider themselves rich. And
more concrete numbers say this: About 10 percent of people in
Westchester are living below the poverty line, according to government data — and there are affordable-housing units in every
single municipality except two, says Norma Drummond, commissioner of the Westchester County Department of Planning.
“Is everyone in Westchester rich? Of course not. Are there
rich people? Sure. But, then, there are rich people everywhere,” says Bedford resident Jon Brodsky, country manager at financial website Finder.com. Local Certified Financial
Planner practitioner Nahum Daniels echoes the sentiment:
“The statistics tell the story: A large number of people living in
Westchester earn relatively high incomes and enjoy higher net
worths, but not everyone would be considered ‘rich.’ You can
still live well in Westchester without being rich. Can you do it
on a budget? You can.”
The long answer has to take into consideration some
of the assumptions, stereotypes, and perceptions about
Westchesterites. Here, we explore a few of the most ubiquitous.
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Average
Property
Tax
Westchester County:

wise, we could get the best
Manhattan in 2015, says
bang for our buck,” says the
they looked at more than
business-office
manager
15 houses before settling
for a small, local private
on one in Scarsdale. “Yes,
school. Ultimately, they
we had to exceed the $1
(highest in the US)
bought a three-bedroom
million mark to find the
home for $510,000, which
home we wanted,” which
National:
has a Mount Kisco mailing
still needs renovations, she
address and is within the
says. But she’s very happy,
Bedford school system.
noting fewer crowds and
“We love it. The neighmore space.
Source: ATTOM Data Solutions
borhood is great. There are
With a median home
(stats from 2017)
a lot of families in transivalue of more than $1.3
tion, so there are a lot of
million, Scarsdale has a
people moving in with babies and young
rep as one of the most exclusive towns in the
kids,” she says, citing block parties and other
country. Yet, sometimes the perception that a
events.
town is pricey doesn’t necessarily mean it is.
For some, though, the cost is still pro“A couple of towns that have a reputahibitive. Annette Wolfe, who works in the
tion for being expensive or exclusive but
facilities department for a telecom company
have many affordable homes are Armonk,
and lives in Shelton, CT, is looking to move
Bedford, and Chappaqua. There is still great
to Westchester for an easier commute to her
value in these areas that is worth exploring,”
Stamford office, as well as access to the train
say Strong and Oestreich. Examples include
and volunteer opportunities. But with a bud(on the market as of late-fall 2018) a 1,700+
get of $1,200 to $1,300 a month for rent, she
sq. ft., 3-bedroom, 2.1-bath Contemporary
feels priced out of the Hartsdale and Valhalla
in Armonk that needs a kitchen update for
neighborhoods she’s hoping to call home. “I
$618,000; a 4-bedroom 2.1-bath properknow I will get there — it’s just a matter of the
ty in Bedford with an in-ground pool for
right time,” she says.
$749,000; and an 1802 Chappaqua farmAffordable-housing options are also more
house that used to be an apple-cider-vinegar
prevalent in the county, Drummond says.
factory with four bedrooms and two bath“There’s no single definition of affordable
rooms for $649,999.
housing,” she says. “Different housing proJulia Stapleton and her family found
grams will have different income requirethat Northern Westchester was right for
ments.” And while local communities aren’t
them. She and her husband had a homerequired to report their affordable-housing
buying budget of $400,000 to $500,000,
units to the county, the county does monand though they looked in White Plains and
itor about 3,400 of them — and there are
as far north as Katonah, settled on Mount
hundreds more slated for construction.
Kisco. “We narrowed it down to Mount Kisco
Drummond says more than 14,000 housebecause it seemed like taxes- and housing-

$17,179

Owns a MultimillionDollar Home
Let’s get some numbers out
of the way first: The average sales price of a
Westchester home (Q2 2018) is $676,528.
Fourteen percent of homes in the county
are valued at a million dollars or higher,
while the plurality, about 38 percent, fall
between $500,000 to $999,999, according
to government data.
Most real estate salespeople will tell you
they have homes that hit all the price points:
“We have clients with budgets of $300,000 to
multimillions, depending on the areas where
they are looking to live,” say Douglas Elliman
agents Nancy Strong and Stacey Oestreich.
“Our clients in Rye typically have a budget
of more than $2 million, and our clients in
Cortlandt Manor typically have budgets in
the $300,000 to $600,000 range. These two
distinctly different budgets can afford buyers
a three- to four-bedroom home of the approximate same square footage. It all depends on
the town they are interested in at the time,
as well as the land, location, and condition of
the property.”
But, as Strong and Oestreich suggest, it
does, of course, depend on where you choose
to call home. Kristin Marquet, who moved
to Westchester with her husband from

$3,399

Is anyone in
your extended
family rich?

DO YOU
Do YouCONSIDER
Consider
YOURSELF
RICH?
Yourself Rich?*

PHOTOS (PRECEEDING PAGES): MARK POPROCKI/SHUTTERSTOCK (MONEY); MONKEY BUSINESS/ADOBE STOCK (FAMILY)

in

Is Anyone in
Your Extended
Family Rich?

91%

9%

NO

YES
*Results are from an online poll at westchestermagazine.com,
taken by approximately 1,500 county residents.

72%

NO

28%

YES
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holds are signed up to receive email alerts
when new affordable-housing options are
posted on the county’s Homeseeker website, which lists the units.
Overall, Westchester remains a popular living destination, particularly among
city dwellers looking to make a move.
“Westchester is by far the most requested
area for people looking to go from NYC urban
[including Manhattan, Brooklyn, Hoboken,
Jersey City, Long Island City, etc.] to suburban,” says Alison Bernstein, a local resident
and founder and president of the real-estate/
lifestyle firm Suburban Jungle.

in

Wants Their Kid to Go to
an Ivy League School
Another popular stereotype about affluent areas like Westchester is
that all parents are perfect-SAT-score pushers, in pursuit of that golden Ivy League
ticket. Here, where close to 50 percent of
Westchesterites over 25 years old have an
advanced degree (a bachelor’s or higher, according to government data), it is plausible.
But is it accurate?
“If someone were to say that everybody in
Westchester wants their kid to go to Harvard,
I don’t think that’s accurate,” says Jeff Bates,
the director of college counseling and one
of the 12th-grade deans at Rye Country Day
School in Rye. And while he acknowledges
that the broader community might be a bit
more susceptible to the pull of the Ivies and
other highly selective schools than other populations, he says, “I work with so many parents who don’t have those specified expectations for their students.”
There are, unquestionably, students
who are thinking of the Ivy League and
other well-rated schools. From 2014-2018,
the top five schools Rye Country Day graduates attended were: Cornell University,
the University of Pennsylvania, Harvard
University, New York University, and Colgate
University. But, Bates says, the choices and
reasons for picking a school extend beyond
such trends: Some students may want to pursue art, go to a conservatory, or simply keep
playing their preferred sport in college.

median
household
income
Westchester County:

“From our standpoint,
in tuition was the most
we’re going to meet everyone
we could pay,” says physwhere they are,” says Bates of
ical therapist Rachel
their college-counseling phiKaminer, whose kids
losophy. “Students who do it
went to White Plains
really well wind up learning
High School. Her daughNational:
a great deal about themselves
ter, Rose, was accepted
and the world, whether they
into Cornell, and even
get into their absolute first
though she wanted to go,
choice or not.”
she ultimately chose The
Source: U.S. Census Bureau
It’s similar at Pleasantville
2012-2016 American Community
Cooper Union in New
Survey, 5-year Estimate
High School. “I think that stuYork City, mostly for fidents do try to cast a wide net
nancial reasons.
on the colleges they’re looking at,” says Joyce
Now a sophomore studying mechanical
Connell, coordinator of the high school counengineering, Rose is happy with the decision.
seling department. The number of places stu“I think I made the right choice by coming
dents apply has steadily increased — both at
here. I will not have to leave college in debt,
Pleasantville and nationwide — says Connell,
and I love the school’s culture,” she says. And
who estimates it’s about seven or eight appliwhile she also doesn’t think most students in
cations per student these days.
the county are obsessd with joining the Ivy
Sometimes, even if a student does get into
League, she does say, “Most people I knew
the Ivy League, it’s not feasible to attend. “We
wanted to go to well-known, prestigious
told my daughter that she could apply anyschools.”
where but that we had a limited amount of
Still, sometimes it’s about looking even
money for college and thought that $25,000
further into the future. “The college selection

$86,226
$55,322

Which of the following below
are indicators
that would
make
Which of the Following
Are Indicators
you think a given person is rich?

That Would Make You Think Someone Is Rich?

77 %

Owns a second home

73 %

Belongs to a country club

69 %

Regularly flies first class

Owns a boat

?

55 %

Employs a nanny

47 %

Drives a luxury car

45%

Has a wine cellar

41%

Other

13 %

Includes:
Only one parent
has to work
Goes on multiple
luxury vacations
annually
Pays more than
$50K in property tax
per year
Never has to ask the
price when buying
something
Wife stays at home,
has a nanny, and
goes to SoulCycle
in Scarsdale
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In Which Towns
Do You Think Only Rich People
Can Afford to Live?

5

8

2
24%

10

Pound Ridge 48 %

Bedford 48 %

6

Chapaqqua 62 %
Armonk 41 %

1

Scarsdale 74%

Bronxville 58%

9

3 7

Rye Brook 26 %

4

Rye 53 %

Larchmont 36%

What Would a House Have to Be Worth for You to Assume That the Owner Is Rich?

5M or more 14%

$

2M-$5M 47 %

$

$

1M-$1.9M 29%

700K-$999 10%

$
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process has gotten so random that even valedictorians aren’t getting into/going to the Ivy
Leagues. Also, the price of college has gotten
sufficiently exorbitant that no matter how
‘rich’ you are, it is a factor,” says Liz Walsh,
who works in fundraising at a local hospital
and whose daughter also attended White
Plains High School and went on to college in
Rhode Island. “Additionally, college is just the
beginning. Now, so many students go on to
graduate school that it’s not a four-year plan
anymore but a six- to seven-year plan.”

in

Buys Their Teen
a Car at 16
The myth is this: If you were
to pan over a high school parking lot in
Westchester, you might see it packed with
BMWs and other high-end cars that the students’ parents gifted with big, red bows on
their 16th birthdays. The reality is, as always,
a bit more complicated.
“In White Plains, if you drove by the student

Rich?
Approximately

account for why they
parking lot of the high
don’t necessarily see that
school, you will not see it
buyer.
full. You will see all types
When a parent
of cars, most of them not
Westchester residents rely
does
lease or buy a car
luxurious or expensive
on nonprofit food-bank
for their teenager, it’s
but reliable and affordFeeding Westchester for
usually the entry-level
able,” says stay-at-home
meals annually.
model, he says. “In our
mom Lesley Friedman,
case, vehicles that have
a White Plains resident
a lease payment of $350 to $400 per month,”
whose daughter recently turned 16. “Even so,
like an Infiniti Q50 or Qx30. “These tend to
there are plenty of available spaces for kids
be trendy models at affordable pricing.”
who drive to school to park their cars — once
For some parents, there’s simply the pracagain showing that for such a large populaticality of having another driver in the house.
tion of kids, there are many who do not have
“We made a family decision to lease a third
their own cars to drive to school.”
car so that my daughter could get herself to
Friedman and her husband did not buy
and from swim practice and also help in drivtheir daughter a car, but Friedman’s mothering her younger brother to his extracurricular
in-law did offer to. They plan to buy a Subaru,
activities, as I had begun to work full-time,”
for its “reliability and reputation,” she says.
says Walsh, who leased a new car and handed
Friedman notes that while some of her daughdown her Toyota Rav4 to her daughter.
ter’s friends do own their own cars, others
Friedman echoes that. “I do a lot of driving
don’t — and still others share with siblings.
for my kids’ various activities,” she says. “Getting
At Pepe Infiniti in White Plains, genermy daughter a car will definitely cut down on
al sales manager Talles M. Guimaraes says,
my driving and help when I need to be in two
“Given that we are a 90 percent lease market,
places at one time. My daughter is aware that
most parents who are shopping for a car for
having a car, and driving in general, is a huge
their kids, are likely to buy new [lease] as opresponsibility, and it is not taken lightly.”
posed to pre-owned. Very few parents actually
That responsibility can serve teens well in
come in to buy a luxury car outright. A small
the future, too. “With the independence and
percentage of those buyers actually purchase
self-reliance she gained by having her own
a pre-owned vehicle.” He does acknowledge
car, it helped make the transition to college
that the dealership doesn’t have many cars
easier on both of us,” says Walsh.
below the $15,000-20,000 mark, which may

200,000

A person in which of the
following occupations would
Which of the
Following
Occupations
You Associate With Being Rich?
you
assume
isDorich?

95%

Hedge-Fund Manager

67 %
60 %

Doctor
Lawyer
Real Estate Agent
Small-Business Owner
Teacher
Other

9%
8%
2%
5%

Includes:
Corporate CEO
Commercial or Residential Developer
Professional Athlete
School Superintendent
Contractor
Software Engineer
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Westchester
Average
Household
NET WORTH

practitioner. “I’m sure
there’s plenty of conspicuous consumption
spending that goes on
in Westchester, just as
Source: Point2 Homes
it does in many other
centers of affluence in
our country, but I certainly can’t say it’s any worse here than it is
elsewhere.”
But that doesn’t mean keeping the spending sprees at bay is always easy. “Even though
I know what I should and shouldn’t spend,
and keep a mental ledger,” says Christina
Cedrone of Ossining, who works in financial
services, “I still feel like looking at my bank
account balance on a Monday morning — after weekend spending and activities — can
feel like getting on a scale the morning after
Thanksgiving. So I tend to check it less often
than I should, especially when I know we
have been spending gratuitously.”
For some, it takes a lifestyle shift to
Westchester
see a difference. “We totally spent like we

didn’t have a budget,”
says Yonkers resident
Alessandra Suarez, who
works at a nursery center at a local gym and
was formerly in sales/
finance for close to a
decade. “Not because
we are in Westchester, per se, but because we
like nice things. We would rather have spent
than saved. Now, we just can’t live like that
anymore. We were living paycheck to paycheck and surrounded by wasted food and
‘nice’ things.”
The family began to focus on their budget when Suarez decided to stay home for 18
months with her children. These days, she
says, they meal-prep, budget for groceries,
and set up automatic savings transfers.
“Our reality set in; we hit the reset button; now we are living happier, worrying less
about money,” says the Westchester native.
One area where Daniels does see people spending freely is on education. “I have
found that where spending becomes unbridled is when it comes to their children’s educations. Among my friends and clients living
in Westchester, education is the number-one
priority, and they don’t hold back when it
comes to cost.”

$1,007,538

in

Spends Like They
Don’t Have a Budget
Let’s face it, there’s no shortage
of things to spend your money on here, from
everyday essentials to big-ticket items to everything in-between. But are Westchesterites
blowing their budgets without thinking twice?
“The clients I work with are fiscally responsible. In my experience, I find that
families living in Westchester are focused
on spending money in ways that benefit the
future of their families in a positive way,”
What would a
says Daniels, the Certified Financial Planner

household income have to
be before you might consider
What Would
a Westchester
Household
that
household
to beIncome
rich?Have to Be

Before You Consider That Household Rich?

38%

in

37 %

Has Hired Help
Though some may believe

16%

150K-$199K
$

200K-$299K

2%

$

300K-$499K
$

500K-$999K
$

$

1M-more

6%

Westchesterites have Downton Abbey-level
help for everything from dressing in the
morning to turning down the sheets at bedtime, those of us who live here know better.
But that doesn’t mean there’s not some
market for these types of services, albeit
the 2019 equivalents. LifeWorx, which first
opened in Chappaqua and has since expanded to include three other offices, specializes
in providing home-and-lifestyle services.
That includes chefs, butlers, organizers, and
other luxury services, says founder and CEO
Bal Agrawal. But, these luxe options are not
that common.
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What would an individual
living in Westchester have to
earn before you might
consider them rich?

What Would
an Individual Living
in Westchester
Have to Earn
Before You Consider
Them to Be Rich?

$

500K or more

60 %

$

$

250K-$499K

28%

150K-$249K

$

8%

Currently, the most in-demand services
offered by the company, which has some
1,000 potential candidates available, are
childcare, elder care, and housekeeping.
Indeed, childcare, housekeeping, and
yardwork seem to make up the bulk of the
hired help that Westcherites employ, for a variety of reasons.
Take childcare, for instance: “There are
many families who do not have hired help
and many who use afterschool programs
in their districts in lieu of hired help,” says
Jennifer Yamuder, who lives in Hawthorne
and works as childcare coordinator at au pair
agency Cultural Care Au Pair. “Families who
host au pairs range from stay-at-home parents who want a little me-time or those withseveral children who need to go in different
directions, and they cannot fulfill all their obligations on their own. We also, of course, have
many moms and dads who work outside the
home or within the home and need the care.”
Yamuder, who works both in matching
families and, locally, doing things like conducting home visits, says that for families
who have the room and can work within the
guidelines (e.g., no more than 10 hours a day

of childcare), the au pair program is popular.
Why? “I think for many reasons, but to name
a few, I would say cultural exchange, having
children exposed to a new language or a language the family is already familiar with, and
of course, cost, as it is very affordable when
compared with Westchester County nanny
prices.”
But with an average commute time to
work of 34 minutes — one of the longest in
the state, as per government data — coupled with generally long working hours,
it’s the time commitment that often leads
Westchesterites to look for help.
“We both work full-time, and I just never
feel like I can keep up with anything at home,
and it helps keep me at peace,” says Stapleton
of the twice-monthly cleaning service she and
her husband hired once their elder son was
out of daycare.
On the flip side, Thornwood resident
Vincenzo Muffoletto, a salesman for Mike’s
Hard Lemonade, started out doing yardwork
himself: After moving from the Bronx five
years ago, Muffoletto spent the first four of
them mowing his 1.8 acres of land — a process that would often take him days. His three

100K-$149K

4%

kids, all in their 20s, intervened: “It was so
much for me, that my kids saw what was going on and got together and got me a landscaper,” he says.

So, where does that leave us?
Mostly back where we started. This is to say,
not everyone who lives in Westchester is rich
(how could they be?) but that there are perceptions and assumptions like the ones we’ve
explored here, in addition to many others.
But, as Pleasantville schools superintendent
Mary Fox-Alter, who thinks the perception
that everyone in Westchester is rich is inaccurate, says, “Having a level of diversity from
an economic perspective, from a cultural perspective, only enhances being able to live and
raise a family in this county.” And whether
you live in a mega-mansion with butlers who
serve you breakfast in bed every day, or that’s
just something on your bucket list, the story,
as it often does, lies somewhere in-between.
And that is definitely worth talking about.
Marisa Iallonardo grew up in Yonkers and now
lives in White Plains with her husband and two
young kids. She writes regularly about lifestyle,
health, and parenting.
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POLPETTINA
BORO6
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WEEKENDS

ARE FOR

PHOTO BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI

On Saturdays and Sundays, Westchester restaurants pop
the Champagne, pour on the syrup, and poach some eggs
to get ready for brunch. From all-you-can-eat buffets and
bottomless cocktails to brioche French toast and burgers,
here are 13 spots that do it best.

BY
ANDREW DOMINICK
& SAMANTHA GARBARINI
nm
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dThe Animal-Style Indulgence
____________________

The Cookery

Dobbs Ferry; www.thecookeryrestaurant.com

THE COOKERY PHOTOS BY HEATHER SOMMER

At dinnertime, The Cookery is a loud, lively experience sating
your carnivorous desires. Weekend brunch is the restaurant’s
alter ego. It’s more laid-back but still full of Cookery favorites,
like addictive buttery salty potatoes and doughnuts sandwiched
with tender meat pulled from a smoked pig’s head. (There’s also
suckling pig, which you’ll otherwise only find at the restaurant’s
private, large-format dinners.) Break out of the standard brunch
rut over homemade English muffins and duck liver; fried-eggtopped meatballs; buttery egg-in-a-hole with sausage, maple,
and sriracha; and butter-fried cinnamon-sugar waffles with
bone marrow and date compote (trust us). The $38 price tag for
three courses, passed snacks, and Brunch Punch is a damn good
deal, and it’s one of the reasons they pack the house (and why
you should make a reservation).

dThe Special-Occasion Splurge
________________________________

X2O Xaviars on the Hudson
Yonkers; www.xaviars.com

Peter Kelly does brunch like a boss. This is the place you
take Mom on her birthday and where you celebrate a
special occasion (or turn a typical Sunday into one). Book
in advance and prepare for truly bottomless Prosecco
cocktails and baskets of bread and muffins that just keep
coming. The $48 three-course prix-fixe menu tends
toward the savory (don’t expect pancakes), with luxurious

choices like black-truffle risotto, short-rib-and-foie-grasfilled ravioli, buttermilk fried chicken, and poached eggs
with crabmeat hollandaise. But it’s the constant stream
of extras — baby lamb chops, coconut shrimp, wildmushroom ravioli, passed on silver trays — that really set
the experience apart. Oh, and the views: On a clear day,
you can easily the Manhattan skyline.
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d

The Italian Stallion

______________________

Polpettina

Eastchester & Larchmont; www.polpettina.com

PHOTO BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI

The brunch-only burger — New York State Padgett Farm beef, tomato jam, and pickles
on a Martin’s potato bun — gets all the buzz at Polpettina’s two locations, and it’s well
deserved. But we’re equally (or perhaps even more) fond of the Italian-inspired brunch
dishes, like filone bread with a thick smear of Nutella, crunchy pistachios, and flaky sea
salt. There’s a shaved porchetta-caciocavallo-and-fried-egg BEC; crispy pork-belly eggs
Benny with basil hollandaise; and cacio e pepe scrambled eggs. When we’re not feeling
particularly Italian, it’s all about the genius Russ & Daughters cinnamon-babka French
toast, drizzled with sticky miso caramel.
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It’s a Bloody
Good Time
It’s not brunch without a cocktail, and the
undisputed queen of early morning drinking is the
Bloody Mary. Here’s where to grab one.
By Samantha Garbarini

Saint George
Bistro
Hastings-onHudson
Adding a $3 oyster to
this made-to-order
Bloody is the way to
go. Feeling boozy?
Spend $15 to go
bottomless.

Boro6
Hastings-onHudson
Brunching with
Champagne seems
like the right thing to
do at this wine bar,
but don’t overlook
the Bloody Mary,
complete with a tiny
bottle of hot sauce.

tredici NORTH
Purchase

Rye
House
Port Chester
This is the place
for a well-executed
classic, made with
bar manager Sarah
Pyles house-made
mix.

You’ll find six Bloodys on the menu at tredici, from
the classic to the bacon-rimmed, gin-based Bloody
Bulldog and the Bloody Maria, made with tequila
and minced jalapeño.

Harper ’s

3 Westerly

Dobbs Ferry

Ossining

If everything’s better with
bacon, then Harper’s
wins the prize for its Hair
of the Hog cocktail, with
smoky, house-infused
bacon vodka.

Vegetables take center
stage in this version,
garnished with pickled
asparagus, sprouts, and
string beans.
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dThe Do Gooder

___________________

Crabtree’s
K ittle House

BORO6 PHOTO BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI; THE WHITLOCK PHOTO BY TIFFANY KEEGAN (INSTAGRAM @BREAKFASTATETIFANY); COOKED & CO. PHOTO BY MELISSA ISCARO

Chappaqua
www.kittlehouse.com

Show up at Kittle House on a Sunday,
and you’ll think the restaurant is
giving away food. Inside the front
door, a quick-moving line stretches
from a small room on the left, past
reception, and into the bar area.
Everyone is here for the $40 buffet
brunch. Settle into the sunlit dining
room with your complimentary
mimosa and then hit the buffet as
many times as desired. Tables are
weighed down with scrambled eggs,
bacon, and sausage; locally sourced
cheeses and house-cured charcuterie;
salads; sustainably farmed, housesmoked salmon; and carving stations
for Hudson Valley grass-fed beef,
honey-glazed Berkshire hams, and
heritage turkeys. (Yes, the restaurant’s
famous desserts are included, too.)
The kicker: They are actually giving
away food. Crabtree’s partners with
students from Horace Greeley High
School to donate the leftovers to local
charities and food banks.

dThe

Updated Classic

________________

The Whitlock

Katonah; www.thewhitlockny.com

This is the kind of brunch that you want to linger over all day. At their
neighborhood restaurant, which is consistently packed for dinner, Matt and
Christina Safarowic take the classics and add a tweak. Deviled eggs get sprinkled
with everything-bagel spice; eggs Benedict ooze their yolks over latkes instead
of English muffins; the Crown Maple syrup-drizzled French toast is made with
babka; and the burger can be classic beef or a chorizo-shrimp patty topped with
Oaxaca cheese, serrano chilies, and avocado. One thing that is delightfully classic:
warm cinnamon rolls generously smeared with white icing and served in a castiron skillet.

The Newbie

________________

Cooked & Co.

Scarsdale; www.cookedandco.com

Of course, the place that brought us Westchester’s
most-raved-about muffin — the Nutella muffin
(so popular, a fight broke out once) — knows how
to do brunch. We’re into pretty much everything
on the menu, like the goose-fat hash with harissa
and pastrami, popovers with fried eggs and
Gruyère, Cinnabon waffles, and oh-so-dip-worthy
shakshuka. Craving something healthy? Go with
the “I’m on a Diet” egg-white omelet. We’d rather
be bad, by getting the thick-cut house-cured slab
bacon and the Nutella French toast — fat slices
of brioche, filled with warm Nutella and topped
with hazelnut crunch.
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nm
dThe Soul Satisfier
____________________

dThe Party
_____________

Alvin & Friends

Little
Drunken
Chef

New Rochelle; www.alvinandfriends.com
Every Sunday, New
Rochelle brunchers get
up and swing to the
sounds of live jazz at
Alvin & Friends, where
they take down some
of Westchester’s best
fried chicken —with
waffles, of course —
and shrimp and grits.
This is contemporary
soul food. The downhome Southern flavors
occasionally marry with
Caribbean flair, creating spicy takes on American breakfast classics,
like eggs Benedict with jerk-spiced hollandaise and a jerk-shrimp
omelet with sweet plantains, peppers, and onions. (Caribbean vibes
also extend to Alvin’s famous rum punch.) Should you seek something
true to the islands, ackee and saltfish with fried dumplings, Jamaica’s
National Dish, might be your jam.

Mount Kisco & White Plains
This always-eclectic tapas joint known for
its late-night DJ jam sessions continues
that party trend during brunch, with beats
and happy-hour deals at the bar. Expect to
nosh on plates in the spirit of LDC’s usual
assorted international flavors. The menu
runs the gamut, from healthy breakfast
items (oatmeal, fruit, yogurt) to customizable stations for mac ’n’ cheese, omelets,
and frittatas, plus traditional Punjab plates
like chana bhatura (spicy chickpeas with
fried wheat bread) and aloo puri (potatoes
and peas in tomato sauce). If you’re not
near the original in Mount Kisco, don’t
worry. LDC has another location opening
in White Plains by press time.

dThe Bargain

and a Beer

_______________

Birdsall
House

One of the best craft beer bars in
Westchester, Birdsall House earns
extra praise for its weekend brunch.
Come on Sunday, when $21 buys
two courses, plus a brunch cocktail
or draft beer, making this one of the
better bargains around. Dishes like
seasonally inspired omelets, hearty
corned-beef hash, and buttermilk
pancakes are prepared with local
ingredients, including Feather Ridge
Farm eggs, Crown Maple syrup,
Peter Luger bacon, and bread from
Eli Zabar. Don’t skip the housemade sausage, which shows up on
egg sandwiches and in the Birdsall
Benedict, served over buttermilk
biscuits with red-eye sausage gravy.
After, stick around to try a few of
the 20 craft beers on draft. You can
afford it.

BIRDSALL HOUSE PHOTO BY ENORMOUS CREATIVE

Peekskill
www.birdsallhouse.net
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d
The Latin Twist

___________________

Sonora

Port Chester; www.sonorarestaurant.net
done with deep-fried oysters; tangy goat cheese
croquettes with nectarous guava sauce; and a savory
chorizo waffle with fried chicken and yolky egg.
Oh, and five different riffs on eggs Benedict (with
chipotle-chorizo hollandaise, smoked salmon, or
short ribs and horseradish). Choose wisely.

BIRDSALL HOUSE PHOTO BY ENORMOUS CREATIVE

Sonora challenges itself to represent a far-reaching
spread of Latin cultures, including Mexican,
Spanish, Brazilian, Cuban, and Puerto Rican. Come
Sunday, there are staples from each country on the
brunch menu: a proper, pressed Cubano sandwich;
a twist on garlicky, sweet-plantain mofongo,
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d
The Francophile

_____________________

Saint George Bistro

Hastings-on-Hudson; www.saintgeorgebistro.com
There’s something that feels almost wrong about brunch at Saint George. With
its mirrors and painted, pressed-tin ceilings, the bistro feels made for nighttime
and low lighting. Don’t let that deter you. The French know how to do brunch,
from the Champagne mimosa bar with elderflower liqueur, framboise, and kir,
to tender omelets with rosti potatoes. The pièces de résistance are the croque
monsieur, madame, and forestier — thick slices of crusty bread, jambon,
Gruyère, and creamy mornay sauce, broiled until bubbling and brown.
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dThe Instagrammers Dream
_____________________________

Boro6

Hastings-on-Hudson; www.boro6winebar.com

BORO6 PHOTOS BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI

The morning light streaming through the picture windows
is the only filter you’ll need to make the simple salads,
prosciutto-topped avocado toast, and chic charcuterie boards
look good on your Instagram feed. Even if you’re not into the
’gram, come for the food. Dishes like scrambled farm eggs
with sliced bresaola; Greek yogurt with chia seeds, fruit, and
granola; and whole-wheat olive-oil waffles with macerated
berries are healthy(ish) enough to make you feel okay about
popping that bottle of sparkling rosé (or, better still, about
finishing the meal with an insanely indulgent Nutella latte).

d
The Post-Workout Fix

_________________________

Sweet Grass Grill
Tarrytown; www.sweetgrassgrill.com

It’s not only Sweet Grass Grill’s dedication to seasonally
focused dishes and local ingredients that makes it a nobrainer for a health-conscious brunch. It’s also the more than
10 vegetarian, vegan, and gluten-free options on the menu.
Even if your brunch companions aren’t about that life, it’s
still cool to bring them here for a classic BEC, steak tacos,

or homemade breakfast sausage with eggs and biscuits.
Just don’t be surprised if they ask for some of your spinachmushroom-and-grits breakfast bowl, black-bean Benedict, or
roasted vegetable hash. Wash it all down with a fresh-pressed
juice, Bloody Mary, or mimosa (your food is healthy enough to
offset it). It’s the weekend; you’ve earned it.
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A COUNTY

OF IMMIGRANTS

WESTCHESTER IS A RICH COUNTY IN MANY WAYS —
ESPECIALLY WHEN IT COMES TO THE DIVERSITY OF ITS PEOPLE.

BY SARAH LONGSTRETH
PHOTOGRAPHS BY STEFAN RADTKE
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N

o matter the country of origin or the point of landing, the heart
of the story stays the same: Driven by hope and circumstance,
followed by friends and families, immigrants come to New York and
the surrounding region in search of a new life. The history of Westchester
is inseparable from, and in many ways defined by, the influences and
contributions of our immigrant communities. Here’s a snapshot of just some
of the mass migrations that have made us who we are today.

MEXICANS
FROM MICHOACÁN

speaking Catholics. Each year, Blessed
Sacrament hosts Procesión del Señor de los
(NEW ROCHELLE)
Milagros, a vibrant parade known to fill entire city blocks with balloon arches.
n 1954, Antonio Valencia became the
In 2001, the New Rochelle Public Library
first Mexican immigrant to New Rochelle
opened the Antonio Valencia Local History
on a personal invitation from then-City
Collection to document the journey that began
Councilman George Vergara. Vergara and his
in Michoacán. Many of the collection’s photos,
wife, Allys, met Valencia on a visit to Mexico
letters, and mementos came from Valencia
City and offered him a job as their personal
himself. A distinguished exponent of his enassistant. George Vergara went on to become
during legacy in New Rochelle is in the local
mayor of New Rochelle and Valencia’s lifelandscaping industry.
long friend.
After Allys Vergara’s death in 1998,
Valencia hailed from Michoacán, a rural
Valencia was ultimately unable to afford conregion on the western coast of Mexico. His
tinuing to live in Westchester. According to
relatives joined him soon after he arrived,
some sources, he moved
and their success and supto a religious community
port for people back home
Mexico is the
in Connecticut before redrew friends and neighbors
second-mosttiring to Mexico, where
to explore the opportunities
he remained until his
New Rochelle has offered
common country
death. But the commuimmigrants for its entire
of origin for a
nity he fostered in one
history.
of Westchester’s most
Throughout his life,
foreign-born New
vibrant cities continues
Valencia was a tireless advoRochelle resident,
to flourish and grow. As
cate for the rights and needs
representing more
of the 2000 census, after
of the community he helped
Jamaica, Mexico is the
establish. His unparalleled
than 7,000 people
most common country of
generosity and support for
and approximately
origin for a foreign-born
the Mexican community in
New Rochelle resident,
New Rochelle made him a
10% of the city’s
representing more than
trusted resource for people
population.
7,000 people and apseeking help with cultural
proximately 10 percent
and language barriers. The
of the city’s population. Today, third- and
Valencias and the Vergaras were at one time
fourth-generation Mexican-Americans in
active parishioners at Church of the Blessed
New Rochelle remember Valencia as el padriSacrament, on Shea Place, which has since
no (“the godfather”) who helped make hunbecome a county historic site and a place
dreds of American dreams come true.
of spiritual significance for local Spanish-

I

continued on page 66

OUR IMMIGRATION TIMELINE
>6,000 B.C.: Thousands of years prior to European colonialism,
indigenous nations prosper across America. The area now known as
Westchester County belongs to tribes of the Wappinger people, including
the Kitchawank, Sintsink, Siwanoy, and Weckquaesgeek.
1609-1625: Europeans begin colonizing the area that becomes New
York.

1639-1643: Dutch colonists escalate violent land-grabs, wiping out
about half the Wappinger people in two years.

1686-1710: French Huguenot refugees from the town of La Rochelle
arrive and settle on the Long Island Sound Shore. Elements of
Huguenot symbolism endure in present-day New Rochelle.
1696: Affluent English colonists begin settling the area of New Castle.
1716: Moses Levy, the county’s first documented Jewish settler,
purchases land in Westchester.

1724-1727: Quaker colonists expand their Harrison settlement and

1662: Quaker colonists leave Massachusetts and begin settling Siwanoy

form a farming community known as Purchase. Quaker communities also
emerge in Scarsdale, Mamaroneck, and New Rochelle.

land in what is now Rye, Harrison, and Purchase.

1755: The British military expels a group of French-Canadian colonists,
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ALVIN CLAYTON
TRINIDAD TO NEW ROCHELLE

W

known as the Acadians, from Canada. Some
Acadians settle in Purchase.

1770s: Harrison’s and Purchase’s Quaker
colonists convert from slaveholders to
abolitionists and cede the roughest lands
of northwestern Harrison to their former
slaves. The Hills, as it was known, became
one of the nation’s oldest communities of
free African-Americans.

1785-1788: Philipsburg Manor, a vast estate

which included the present city of Yonkers,
as well as Greenburgh, Mount Pleasant,
and Ossining, is dissolved. The township of
Greenburgh is founded in its place, occupied
mostly by people of Dutch descent.

1825: Only an estimated 125 indigenous
people remain on the Sound Shore.
1845-1850: The Great Famine
impels millions of Irish people to
immigrate to New York.

hen Alvin Clayton was 14 years
old, he made a bittersweet
journey from Trinidad to the United
States, where his widowed mother had
gone to earn a new life for their family.
“It was exciting and fearful at the
same time,” Clayton recalls. “And it was a
culture shock, for sure.”
Drafted into college as a soccer
player, Clayton later flew to New York on
a friend’s advice to meet with a modeling
agency. “They told me how hard it was
for models of color, but they said they’d
give me a try… and the rest is history,”
says Clayton, who’s been in fashion
editorials in GQ, Vogue, Esquire, Elle,
and Glamour, among others.
During his 25-year modeling career,
Clayton achieved success and flexibility
in New York, taught himself to paint
in Paris, and made his first forays into
the restaurant industry in Los Angeles.
He and his wife, Gwen, wanted to raise
their children on the East Coast (“As an
artist, I love the changing seasons,” he
explains), so, in 2001, the couple found
a home in a city they’d often visited and
come to love: New Rochelle.
Within a decade, Clayton became an
instrumental figure in New Rochelle’s
foodie scene and cultural life as the
owner of Alvin & Friends, a thriving
Caribbean/Southern restaurant and livemusic venue in the heart of downtown
New Ro. The restaurant opened in 2010
and expanded in 2013 to meet constant,
enthusiastic demand.
Covering the restaurant’s walls are
Clayton’s vibrant paintings, inspired
by his hero, Henri Matisse. Clayton’s
signature piece, hanging right beside
the bar, depicts multicultural figures
reenacting Matisse’s iconic La Danse.
“In my restaurant, I see people of
all ethnicities having fun and being
comfortable,” says Clayton, who numbers
Denzel Washington, Halle Berry, Robert
De Niro, and Don Cheadle among his
art collectors. “Especially with all the
divisions in this country right now, that’s
my greatest source of pride.”
Clayton credits his roots in Trinidad
as an integral part of the success he’s had
in life. His grandparents and community
modeled the value of the work ethic.
“Coming from another country, you
have a focus, and your focus is to make
a better life,” he says. “You’ve got to do
what you say you’re going to do.”
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ITALIANS
FROM AVELLINO
(DOBBS FERRY)

I

n 1885, six Italians lived in Dobbs Ferry.
By 1920, well after the mass migration of
Italians to Ellis Island and the US, Italian
immigrants and their families made up an
estimated 60 percent of the village’s 4,400
residents. From a little landlocked province in Southern Italy to the shores of the
Westchester Rivertowns, this particular immigrant wave dramatically altered the county’s demographics for generations.
Italians who concentrated in the village of Dobbs Ferry almost all came
from the southern province of Avellino.
Following a common migration pattern,
immigrants arrived and sent for their families and friends back in Avellino’s medieval hill towns.
Portrayed as criminals and job-stealers,
Italian immigrants often faced discrimina-

tion in the US. But as Dobbs Ferry grew from
modest way station to thriving Riverside
community, Italians’ labor proved instrumental in shaping its beauty. Immigrants’ transformative effect on the village’s landscape
and architecture was documented by local
historians in the 1980s, at which time at least
85 percent of Dobbs Ferry’s population had
Italian heritage.
Italian laborers told the story of their
homeland in stucco and stone. Shrines and
sculptures of the Madonna propagated all
over town as craftsmanship was handed
down through generations. Terraced gardens
twined along Main Street.
Dominic Altieri, a stonemason, brought
memories of his birthplace to his new home.
In 1922, using Westchester’s local stone, he
built a replica of the cathedral in a village
of Calitri in Avellino. Our Lady of Pompeii
Church still stands on Palisade Street as a
testament to his legacy.

THE GREAT MIGRATION
TO YONKERS

C

ountless people came to New York in the
19th and 20th centuries to seek hope and
opportunity. But for many Americans, this
didn’t mean arriving on the Ellis Island shore.
Known as the Great Migration, AfricanAmericans’ exodus from the South to the
North was the largest relocation of its kind
in US history. Between the 1890s and 1960s,
more than six million black Americans journeyed north as jobs dwindled and persecution
persisted in the post-Civil War South.
A bustling industrial center and suburban alternative to the five boroughs, Yonkers
was well positioned to draw groups of people
in need of a place to live, work, and study.
Early in the 20th century, one of the New
York-metro area’s first middle-class black
suburbs emerged in what became known as
the Nepperhan-Runyon Heights community.
For decades to follow, “Nepperhaners” en-
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OUR IMMIGRATION TIMELINE
1848: Civil unrest in Germany sets off an immigration wave.
In the mid-1850s, so many German immigrants settle in
western New Rochelle that the area is renamed Dutch
(as in Deutsch) Hill.

PATRICIA AND
MAURICIO GUEVARA

1880-1920: Facing poverty and persecution, one-third

ECUADOR TO BEDFORD

I

n 2006, an economic crisis
drove Patricia and Mauricio
Guevara from Ecuador to
Bedford. “We had no money in our pockets, none of the
language, no knowledge of the
area, and three daughters,”
Patricia recalls. “The language
barrier was the biggest obstacle,
because we didn’t really know
what would be possible.” The
family rented an apartment
and found jobs via the Katonah
Community Center. Working
overnight shifts to clean the
Katonah Art Center, the couple
saved money to provide a good
education for their children.
From there, the Guevaras
were referred to jobs as housecleaners, and Mauricio found
further work in construction,
where he learned about working with reclaimed wood. Eight
years ago, with support from
his boss, he began taking his
own custom-woodworking clients in whatever time he had
on weekends. In 2015, on a
trip upstate to buy more wood,
the Guevaras decided to take a
leap of faith by opening their
own business. They found the
ideal spot for their own showroom in Mount Kisco, an area
they knew well. Weeks later,
they had invested their savings to open the New England

Antique Lumber Company.
Now, after three years in
business, the company serves a
distinguished client base from
all over New York State. Even
star athletes and Hollywood
celebs — some of whom, including Ryan Reynolds and
Blake Lively, used to employ
the Guevaras as housecleaners
— now purchase the Guevaras’
products as clients and refer
their friends. “We went from
cleaning their houses to having them as valued customers,”
Patricia says with pride. “We
worked very, very hard to get
where we are,” adds Mauricio.
“But we believe that anyone can
make it here.”
Arriving in the US and facing the unknown is immensely
challenging, “especially when
you come as a family,” Patricia
notes. “But in this county,
there are so many opportunities for people to reach their
aspirations.”
The Guevaras have a message for the Westchester community and for anyone who can
relate to their story. “We are all
owners of our dreams,” Patricia
says. “To have the job you want
is not impossible. If you have
the dream and work hard, it can
come true, and to achieve it will
be all the more rewarding.”

joyed not only community solidarity but also
considerable political influence.
Educational opportunities for black and
female students had begun to expand during
this period, yet in many ways racism manifested much like it did in the South. Even with
college degrees, black Americans often found
their work opportunities restricted to menial
jobs. Employment opportunities for migrants
in Yonkers were often factory jobs, such as at
the Otis Elevator plant. Job discrimination
and high rent cut African-Americans off from
equal career and housing opportunities, the
effects of which can still be felt to this day.
The church was often a community cornerstone for African-Americans in the urban

of Eastern European Jews leave their birth countries.
Westchester’s Jewish population grows from <1% to 5-6%.

1882: The American government passes the Chinese
Exclusion Act, making immigration by a specific ethnic group
illegal for the first time ever.
1885-1920: Economic and environmental troubles drive
waves of Italian immigrants to New York.
1887-1899: Jewish immigrant families form congregations
in Yonkers, Port Chester, New Rochelle, and Tarrytown.
1890s: As German-Americans assimilate and move away
from Dutch Hill, the neighborhood becomes an Italian
immigrant community.

1890s: Jewish, Italian, and black Americans settle in Mount
Vernon and later become the city’s majority populations.
1900-1930: Ellis Island immigrants take northbound trains
from New York City and disembark at the first few stops.
Westchester County’s total population nearly triples, from
184,257 to 520,947.
1920: Luigi del Bianco, future head carver of Mount
Rushmore, from Italy settles in Port Chester.

1924: To “preserve the ideal of American homogeneity,” the
US government sets strict quotas on immigration from Italy,
Greece, and Eastern Europe, and bans virtually all immigrants
from Asia. Northwestern European and Latin American
immigrants are not restricted. Ellis Island becomes a detention
and deportation center.

1930s: Port Chester businesswoman Lillia Kavey secures
affidavits to help 125 families escape the Mediterranean and
Baltic states before and during World War II.
1954: Antonio Valencia, considered the “grandfather” of
Mexican immigrants in New Rochelle, arrives in the Sound
Shore city and later becomes a US citizen.
1955: Jordanian immigrants move to Yonkers, often as
factory workers, and form the base of the city’s Arab-American
community.
1965: A new federal law changes immigration quotas, easing
the 1924 law’s discrimination against Eastern Europeans and
Asians. However, the new law restricts immigration from Latin
America for the first time ever.

North, representing shared histories and
values. Organists and gospel choristers enlivened services at Mt. Carmel Baptist Church
in Yonkers, which is still active today.
The importance of cohesion and community endured in Yonkers, too. In an oral
history project mounted by the Hudson
River Museum in 2002, 15 Yonkers residents
shared their memories of triumph and struggle on the road north.

FROM MINAS GERAIS
TO MOUNT VERNON

P

oços de Caldas, a Brazilian city known
for its natural hot springs, has an unlikely relationship with the city of Mount

Vernon. In the 1940s, the American defense
industry entered Poços de Caldas to extract
bauxite from the mines of Minas Gerais.
Following this contact, Brazilians began
moving from Minas Gerais to America in
the 1960s, forming a significant community in one of Westchester’s densest and most
diverse cities.
In the 1980s, a period of military rule
ended in Brazil, and an economic collapse
led to hyperinflation that made financial
solvency extremely difficult. For citizens of
Poços de Caldas, whose tourism and mining industries were vulnerable to frequent
shifts in Brazil’s economy, the established
Brazilian community in Mount Vernon rep-
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resented a chance at stability that was increasingly hard to achieve in Minas Gerais. From
the sunny summers of southwestern Brazil to
the cold winters in Westchester, people moving from Poços de Caldas to Mount Vernon
became an economic boon for both cities.
In 2006, an estimated one-tenth of Mount
Vernon residents had Brazilian heritage. About
two-thirds of Brazilian residents were from
Poços de Caldas. Recognizing the Brazilian
community’s contributions to Mount Vernon’s
economy, which grew 20.5 percent from 2000 to
2006, Mount Vernon officials formally agreed to
become a sister city of Poços de Caldas in 2005.
The US economy had its own collapse later that decade. Some Brazilians returned to
Minas Gerais, and many more were prevented
from coming to America as immigration policies tightened. But the Brazilian community
in Mount Vernon remains a vital presence,
and not all new dreamers are deterred.

SONYA PUSHKINA
RUSSIA TO MOUNT KISCO

S

onya Pushkina remembers hiding in
her bedroom with her sister, listening to the bombs fall on Leningrad. “We
experienced everything… the hunger, the
cold, the bombing, the shelling,” she says.
“When we heard the shells exploding in
some other place, we relaxed and said,
‘Today we are okay.’”
As the siege ended, leaving 600,000
people dead, a new normal emerged for
life in Leningrad. Pushkina graduated
from university and started a family but
remembers life in general as uninteresting. “I didn’t read the newspapers,” she
says. “It was all the same. They were lying,
lying all the time.”
Although her family could travel within Russia, leaving the Soviet Union during
the Cold War was next to impossible. But
amid the tumult of the Iron Curtain’s fall,
the opportunity finally came to start anew.

“From the very first moment I came here,
I accepted the United States of America,”
says Pushkina. “For me, it was not difficult
to accept a new life.” In 1992 she moved
just outside Washington, DC, where she
taught Russian to employees at the World
Bank/IMF and volunteered at the prestigious Kennedy Center. When her daughter, who works for the United Nations
Organization, moved to New York with
Pushkina’s two grandchildren, Pushkina
followed and settled in Mount Kisco,
where she has lived since 2007.
“The area here is green; the air is
clear; and I have good friends — both

American and Russian,” Pushkina says.
“It’s very important to make new friends
when you come to a new country.” A devotee of arts and culture, Pushkina never
lacks for entertainment in Westchester.
She and her friends make regular trips to
watch opera broadcasts in White Plains
and see films at the Jacob Burns Center
in Pleasantville.
Although she’s kept up with Russian
news and enjoyed teaching the language,
the country of her birth hasn’t felt like
home in a long time. “I’ve been here 25
years, you see,” Pushkina says, “and I feel
myself to be an American.”

OUR IMMIGRATION TIMELINE
1970s-1980s: Multigenerational families emigrating from the

naturalization and ends the US’ ban on gay immigrants.

Middle East join the established Jordanian community in Yonkers.

1990-2010: Hispanic immigrants move to and open businesses

1973: OCA, an Asian Pacific American advocacy organization, opens

in Port Chester, revitalizing the town’s economy after a two-decade
slump.

its Westchester-Hudson Valley chapter.

1980s: The Westchester Muslim Center opens in Mount Vernon,
Westchester’s first permanent Muslim place of worship.
1989: The Westchester Hispanic Chamber of Commerce is established
in White Plains. The county’s first Spanish-language newspaper, La
Calle, begins publication in Tarrytown.

1990: Bipartisan federal immigration reform creates new paths for

1991: Frank Rey, whose mother emigrated from Spain, becomes the
first Hispanic mayor of North Tarrytown (now Sleepy Hollow). The
town’s population was one-third Hispanic at the time.

2001: Muslim and Christian Arab-Americans in Yonkers, Mount
Vernon, and Chappaqua report experiencing violence, harassment, and
police scrutiny in the wake of 9/11.
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ASAKO AND ZOHER SAOUR
JAPAN TO MOUNT KISCO

A

sako and Zoher Saour have had a journey full
of starting over. Asako survived the ravages of
WWII and near starvation as a child in Japan
and pursued an education that would help her see the
world. Nearly 60 years ago, at a university in Tokyo, she
met Zoher, an architecture student from Iraq who had
worked since childhood to buy textbooks and learn everything he could.
After earning his master’s degree, Zoher visited his
family in Iraq and could not return to Japan. He sent for
Asako, who knew nothing of the country.
“I was brave then,” she says. “I liked the
challenge of new things.” Asako remembers Iraq for its sandstorms, bustling
markets, and skies full of stars. But Iraq’s
dictatorship made the country feel more
like a prison.
“My son cried with the sound of
machine guns,” Asako recalls. “In the
morning, it became quiet, as if nothing
had happened, but we could see traces of
gunshots on walls made of stone.”
“I thought, What is the end of this?”
adds Zoher. “The children’s safety, their education, their future… what will happen?”
While Asako was pregnant with
their third child, she and Zoher made a
daring escape from Iraq back to Japan,
a country Asako thought she’d never see
again. They brought only one suitcase,
some money, and the children’s toys.
Zoher got a job with a Japanese construction company, where he was the
only foreigner out of 15,000 engineers.
He designed and built Japanese-inspired buildings all
over the world but had little chance to see Asako and
their growing family.
All three of their children went to study in the United
States, where each excelled. “They did their best and
could decide their futures,” says Zoher. “‘I realized, Here
is a place we can live!”
“It was very difficult for Japanese citizens to get
American visas,” Asako explains. “We waited nine years,
and our dream to go to America to join our kids almost

faded.” In 2007, when their visas finally came, Asako
and Zoher were told they had only three months to leave
Japan. Once again, they left nearly everything behind.
The couple arrived first in White Plains, to stay
with their youngest daughter, who currently lives in
Larchmont and runs a financial-services company in
New York City. Eventually, Asako and Zoher found their
own home, in Mount Kisco. “We are so lucky to live in
Mount Kisco,” says Asako. “It is a small town, but it has
everything. We decided to stay here as long as we live.”

After waiting five years to qualify and passing an
exam, Asako and Zoher finally became US citizens in
2013. “In Japan, they don’t say ‘immigrant’; they say gaijin — literally, ‘human from outside.’ The color of my eyes,
my skin, my hair were different,” says Zoher. “But in the
States, everyone is foreign. Everyone comes from outside.
My color, her color — we look the same as Americans.”
“Our hearts are in Mount Kisco, and we find peace
living here,” Asako concludes. “Our journey was long, but
it looks like a dream.”

2001: Neighbors Link, now a multi-award-winning

2017: Mike Khader, the son of Jordanian immigrants,

resource center for Westchester’s immigrant
community, opens in Mount Kisco.

is elected Yonkers’ first Arab-American City Council
president.

2010-2015: 631,000 people immigrate to New

2017: HIAS New York, an organization that assists

York. Of these, about 4% settle in Westchester
County.

refugees and immigrants with resettlement, opens an
office in Westchester.

2016: Westchester Magazine reports that around

2018: Westchester County Executive George Latimer
signs the Immigrant Protection Act, a measure to
safeguard Westchester’s immigrant community from
unjust treatment by federal agents.

1,500 indigenous people, mostly on reservations in
Wisconsin, trace their ancestral homes to Hudson
Valley lands.

EDITOR’S NOTE:
Special thanks to Barbara
Davis (New Rochelle
Public Library), Cindy
Beer Fouhy and Liz Dieter
(Mount Kisco Senior
Center), and Patrick
Raftery (Westchester
Historical Society) for their
substantial contributions
to this feature.
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WHERE TO

WORK OUT

NOW

Over the last few years,

a veritable tidal wave of
cutting-edge gyms, boutique
fitness studios, and popular
workout chains has overtaken
our health-obsessed county,
making it significantly harder to
choose exactly where to sweat
it out. Below, we round up some
of our top spots for virtually
every stripe of fitness devotee,
along with a few additional
locations, where you can suit up
and fuel up for your next class.
BY PAUL ADLER
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FOR THE

REBEL YOGA

HOT, NEW

W
THING…

With its proximity to New York City and army
of fitness devotees, Westchester is home to many
of the trendiest new gyms. For one of the most
contemporary fitness crazes, give F45 a try.
Sporting a new location by the Port Chester
Whole Foods, this white-hot workout trend
blends high-intensity interval training with
technology to help participants attain pictureperfect form. Individual screens demonstrate
proper
movement
while
top-of-the-line
equipment and carefully balanced 45-minute
workouts crafted by a team of trainers make F45
among the top overall spots in the county.
Orangetheory was one of the first of the
new wave of fitness chains that recently hit
Westchester, opening up a few years ago at a
central spot on White Plains’ Mamaroneck Ave.
This popular workout utilizes both cardio and
light strength training, as well as a heart monitor to make sure each user is getting the most
fat-burning potential out of their sweat sessions,
by remaining in what Orangetheory calls the
“orange zone.”
While yoga is nothing new, Rebel Yoga’s
take on the ancient practice is certainly something to crow about. The stylishly designed
Thornwood studio offers hot and non-hot
classes with a more approachable and modernized take on the popular methodology. Its
Rebel-Flow classes trade overly complex poses
for fun segments aimed at strengthening the
booty and core, and the gym even sports a
shop selling custom apparel, handmade jewelry, and owner Tasia Sabatino’s line of Get
Dirty skincare products.
Finally, Chappaqua Crossings, located at the
former Reader’s Digest headquarters, is set to
become home to Westchester’s second location
of the ultra-luxe gym chain Life Time Fitness.
This location (slated to open in early January
at press time) will feature a luxury-spa experience, kids’ academy, cafe, cycling and Pilates
studios, as well as a host of other fab features.
Meanwhile, you can stop by the Harrison location of Life Time for more than 200,000 square
feet of indoor and outdoor pools, basketball
courts, tennis courts, and sleek machines.

F45

ORANGETHEORY
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FOR SOMETHING

OUT OF THE
ORDINARY…
THE ROCK CLUB

WESTCHESTER CIRCUS ARTS

POLE POSITION DANCE STUDIO

WhereToWorkout_Jan19.indd 73
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Who hasn’t wondered what it would be like
to grab hold of a trapeze and swing across
a three-ring circus? While you might not
join Cirque du Soleil after a single session,
Westchester Circus Arts gives participants a good sense of the physical demands
of this exhilarating line of work. During
these fun group classes at the Shames JCC
on the Hudson in Tarrytown, parties and
small groups can experience inverting on a
30-foot silk rope, negotiating a trapeze, and
even juggling and balance work. You just
might find joining the circus amounts to
some pretty exhaustive exercise.
If you’ve ever watched the hit NBC show
American Ninja Warrior and think, I can
do that, now you can at The Westchester
Gym in Elmsford. Noel Reyes, a five-time
American Ninja Warrior competitor, was
tasked with creating and leading classes in
Westchester’s first Ninja Warrior Room
open to the public. The gym offers separate
courses for kids and adults, where ninjasin-training can try their hands at the
warped wall, salmon ladder, ring toss, and
other feats of upper-body strength.
Additionally, The Rock Club in New
Rochelle also offers plenty of ways to show
off your pull-up power. There, you can
boulder, traverse, or belay across the gym’s
wonderland of climbing surfaces. Located
in the expansive Pine Brook Fitness, the
club offers everything from group classes for
kids, instruction for first-timers, and ultraadvanced climbing courses for pros.
Finally, while pole dancing still gets
a bad rap among those not in-the-know,
the formerly racy activity has become both
a popular competitive sport and widely
accepted workout methodology over the
last few years. Enter Pole Position Dance
Studio, where those searching for a more
singular fitness regimen can enjoy fullbody workouts via a metal dance pole.
Classes offered at the White Plains studio range from Beginner Pole and Basic
Inversion all the way to Exotic Pole and
Advanced Pole Tricks.

GET IT
IN GEAR
Where to suit up
for nearly any
workout regimen

Lv2bFit

▲

Rye Brook
www.lv2bfit.co
This cute, locally owned boutique
doles out lesser-known brands, fun
accessories, and funky workout gear
from its location at the Rye Ridge
Plaza. Trendy athletic wear labels
carried by the boutique include
PrismSport, Noli, K-Deer, and Michi.

Athleta

Scarsdale
stores.athleta.net
A widely popular fitnessapparel company, Athleta offers a
wealth of eminently approachable
garments perfect for pretty much
any workout you can imagine. Pick
up items ranging from bras and underwear to reasonably priced shoes,
dresses, and winter coats.

Lululemon
Athletica

White Plains
www.lululemon.com
For the some of the swankiest
athletic wear available, head right
to The Westchester for this beloved
brand. Well-heeled fitness fanatics
can expect stylish shorts, tanks,
hoodies, and a wealth of other
high-quality duds.
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FOR HARDCORE

W

FITNESS FANS…

IMMORTAL FITNESS

FUEL FOR
FITNESS

We round up a few of our
favorite spots to snag
the hottest healthy eats
in the 914.

While CrossFit is no longer the hottest fad
on the fitness scene, it remains one of the
most strenuous, sweat-inducing regimens
you can find. CrossFit Valkyrie is one of
the county’s best, with top-notch trainers
and a central location in Elmsford.
CrossFit Mount Kisco, Eastchester’s
NorthEast Crossfit, and CrossFit Port
Chester are also great boxes to snag a
truly intense workout. And while they
have expanded beyond their affiliate
titles, White Plains’ Westchester Fit and
Pleasantville’s Immortal Fitness are also
superb group-fitness locations.
With a location in Scarsdale’s Golden
Horseshoe Shopping Center, Barry’s
Bootcamp is one of the trendiest places

Gorgeous
Green
Bowls
Playa Bowls
Pleasantville
www.playa
bowls.com

Jubilant
Juices

Organic
Pharmer
Rye Brook
www.organic
pharmer.com

Awesome
Acai
Bowls

Juice Generation
The Westchester,
White Plains
www.juice
generation.com

Perfect
Poké

Bango Bowls
Scarsdale
www.bango
bowls.com

to get an exhausting workout in a safe
and supportive atmosphere right now.
Perhaps a step down from CrossFit in
terms of sheer intensity, Barry’s combination of HIIT cardio interspersed with
bouts of strength training makes for one
truly effective fitness methodology.
Lastly, if you really want to get out
your aggression in the name of good
health, consider Westchester’s two
UFC Gyms, in Mamaroneck and White
Plains. The fighting-focused fitness
chain offers a range of classes, in such
specialties as daily boot camp, kickboxing
conditioning, TRX bands, and Fight Fit,
a class that combines both cardio and
MMA combat.

AVOCADO TOAST PHOTO BY MORGAN IONE YEAGER, BARRY'S BOOTCAMP PHOTO BY JOSHUA BOBROVE, IMMORTAL FITNESS PHOTO BY LYNDA SHENKMAN

BARRY'S BOOTCAMP

Salubrious
Savories

The
Granola Bar
Rye, Armonk
www.thegranola
barct.com
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FOR THOSE

NEXTBARRE

LOOKING TO
GET LEAN…

S

SLT — which stands for “Strengthen,
Lengthen, Tone” — is a top spot for
those who want to slim down safely.
This Rye Brook favorite utilizes The
Megaformer, a complex machine that
employs pulleys, springs, and a user’s
own bodyweight to offer completely
customizable resistance for both upper- and lower-body workouts. Their
most popular class blends cardio,
Pilates, and basic strength training.
For a more unorthodox approach
to streamlining the body, look no further than Mount Kisco’s NextBarre.
Focusing on the core, this boutique
fitness studio’s innovative workouts
utilize a dancer’s barre, as well as
other basic equipment to tone and
add stability to the body. Sessions are
aimed at improving different facets of
personal fitness — but especially the
abs — all through the ballet-inspired
methodology.

Those hoping to get fit under the watchful
eye of attentive trainers can turn to two wellloved local gyms. Tuckahoe’s Transform
Fitness & Training prioritizes one-onone sessions in their modern settings.
Meanwhile, White Plains’ Phatburn
offers not only small-group clases but
super-healthy, pre-made meals produced
by the gym, as well as nutrition advice,

accountability, and body-fat analysis.
Maybe not the newest kid on the block,
Westchester’s three SoulCycle locations
in Scarsdale, Rye Brook, and Bronxville
remain extremely popular among those
looking to lean out. The quality coaching
combined with sleek, clean gear make these
some of the county’s top places to currently
burn calories via a stationary bike.

SOULCYCLE
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COMING SOON:

tredici SOCIAL

104 Kraft Avenue, Bronxville, NY 10708 • (914) 793-1313 • info@tredicisocial.com

open for lunch:
Tuesday - Friday 11:30 AM - 5:00 PM

open for dinner:

Tuesday & Wednesday: 5:00 PM - 10:00 PM
Thursday, Friday & Saturday:
5:00 PM - 11:00 PM
Sunday: 4:00 PM - 9:00 PM
SUNDAY BRUNCH:
11:30AM – 3:00PM
MONDAYS AVAILABLE
FOR PRIVATE PARTIES
ONLINE ORDERING AVAILABLE
12 NOON - 9 PM, TUESDAY - FRIDAY

“cocktails & conversations”
Tuesday - Friday 3:30 PM to 6:30 PM
DRINK SPECIALS & SPECIAL BAR MENU

executive chef
giuseppe fanelli’s
private dining lounge

WINE TASTINGS & WHISKEY OPTIONS
PERFECT FOR INTIMATE DINNER CELEBRATIONS

catering options available

LET US HOST YOUR NEXT EVENT HERE IN
OUR BEAUTIFUL DINING ROOM OR IN THE
COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME.

Fall in love all over again
Book now for Valentines Day

tredici “NORTH”

578 Anderson Hill Rd, Purchase, NY | 914.997.4113 | info@tredicinorth.com | www.tredicinorth.com
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REVIEW

Cheese Please!
With more than 30 wines by the glass and a menu of small plates, including this creamy
mac ’n’ cheese, Somers’ UnWined is the kind of place where you’ll want to linger on a
cold winter night. Find out what reviewer Samantha Garbarini thought of the new wine
bar on page 86.
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PREVIEW

Maria
Restaurant
11 Huguenot St, New Rochelle
914.636.0006
www.marianewrochelle.com

Top to bottom: spaghetti carbonara in all
its rich glory; battered fish tacos; fingerling
potatoes, capers, and celery complement the
charred Spanish octopus.

in the Bronx. “A culture that struggles
has to be resourceful and creative,
and this drive leads to a strong food
culture.”
Maria’s modern side is expressed
with plates of gnocchi in oxtail ragù,
octopus with charred capers and pickled veggies, seared scallops in porcini
agrodolce, and braised beef shank in
ginger and soy.
“In the end,” explains Giovanni,
“no matter how many signs point
to a changing community, there’s
still plenty of the old guard here.
You have to strike a balance and
remember that you can’t be everything to everyone.”
—John Bruno Turiano

PHOTOS BY @BARRILATWINS

O

n a small stretch of Huguenot
Street, Giovanni and Peter
Cucullo have a trio of restaurants, each a few doors from the
others. The latest is Maria (named
for the brothers’ mom), a Modern
Italian eatery that opened last
September. The menu offerings
are a hybrid of traditional ItalianAmerican cookery, like that of the
restaurant’s eponym, and more contemporary dishes, which may utilize
ingredients typically found in other
cuisines.
“Historically, New Rochelle has
been a traditional food community,”
says Giovanni, “where the dining-out
public like what they like. That diner
is the base at Fratelli [the 18-year-old
pizza-and-pasta place run by brother
Peter at 9 Huguenot], and we wanted to
appeal to them at Maria.”
But Giovanni increasingly sees another type of diner, the kind who frequents Pop’s Espresso Bar (his eclectic breakfast-and-lunch café at 7B
Huguenot, which opened in 2014) and
now Maria. “Starting six to 10 years
ago, I noticed a changing demographic
in the city, with diners who are more
discerning and food-savvy. They watch
Food Network and take pictures of their
food for Instagram. They want creative
dishes and not the same-old, same-old.”
He attributes the appearance of the
savvy diner to the slow but steady signs
of gentrification in New Rochelle, noting the $4 billion development plan,
including two hotels.
At Maria, Giovanni runs the day-today operations and leads the kitchen,
the success of which he attributes to
his mother, as he has no formal culinary training. “I was always at her
knee, watching her cook,” the Yonkers
resident says of his childhood in the
Norwood section of the Bronx. “She
always had a pot of water on the stove,
ready to go, for a large group of family
and friends. Her stuffed eggplant was
famous.”
Bronx-style Italian food is represented on the menu in dishes such as
meaty baked clams, shrimp diavolata,
cavatelli with broccoli rabe, and maccheroni in Sunday sauce, complete with
meats, bones, and fat. “I think this type
of food has earned such a good reputation because the people making it were
mostly Southern Italians — Calabrese,
like my family, and Sicilians, etcetera —
who came from poor, downtrodden situations,” says Giovanni, whose first job
was at his father’s Five Brothers Pizzeria
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HOPPYTIMES

FARE WELL

3 Porters You'll
Crave This Winter

Tradition Meats Modernity
A county-based virtual e-butcher delivers
artisan cuts to your kitchen. By Karen Sims

M

ary was one of the greatest
loves of my life. She was
as sweet as dark-amber
syrup; she smelled like a chocolatier’s
workshop; her kiss evoked memories of
an early-morning coffee shop. But like
every good catch, she left me, never to
be seen again.
Mary, in this case, refers to Mary’s
Maple Porter, a limited-release Brooklyn
Brewery creation. It was named after a
brewery employee, whose maple syrup
from her Syracuse farm was used in this
extraordinary brew.
It’s still my favorite of this style, a
style that’s been around since the early
1700s, when porters tasted completely
different. They were maltier, smokier
(from the wood-/coal-fired grains), and
often tasted like burnt sugar. Today’s
roasty porters are reminiscent of iced
coffee, milk or dark chocolate, and
sometimes you’ll encounter one with
spicy chilis.
Though they can be difficult to find in
Westchester, here are three to groove on:

PHOTOS BY TAYLOR HELLER AND JACLYN JUERS

Barbara Jean Heller, Blake Heller,
Martin Heller, and Taylor Heller;
Weichsel’s Prime bone-in shell
steak; Nicolosi’s Berkshire black
bone-in pork chop

Beanhead Coffee Porter
RushingDuck Brewing Co.,
Chester

B

affordable and accessible to modern cooks
ack in the day, purchasing meat for the
or, in his words, “bust the prime market
home was personal. Before machine-cut
open!” At BlakeTheButcher.com, home cooks
beef and imported frozen lamb, folks
can order HACCP-certified
would pop down to their local
meats (i.e., meeting USDA
butchers and purchase fresh,
Blake the Butcher
inspection standards) from
hand-carved meats of higher
www.blakethebutcher.com
trusted sources, such as
quality than what many resWeichsel’s and Yonkerstaurants serve today. They
based Max Braun & Sons (the same space
knew their butcher’s name, and he knew theirs.
Blake works out of ) for often affordable
Blake the Butcher wants to bring those days
prices: a 6-8-oz Certified Angus filet mignon
back — from the comfort of your laptop.
goes for just $7.14. Popular selections inScarsdale’s Blake Heller is third in a
clude Prime bone-in rib-eye, domestic lamb
line of meat experts. His grandfather, Harry
loin chops, and Berkshire pork. Poultry, veal,
Heller, was an old-school butcher who once
and cured meats are also available (look out
had a Mount Vernon butcher shop, and his
for their new Spanish chorizo), along with
father, Marty Heller of Dobbs Ferry, has
grass-fed and organic options upon request.
more than 60 years’ experience in meat disChoose your delivery date and time for optribution, including to Yankee Stadium and
timum freshness, and expect to greet either
Zabar’s. Following the family tradition, Blake
Blake or Marty at the door. Whoever it is,
was raised with a “basic, massive passion for
he’ll know your name.
food,” and sought to make high-quality meat

A by-the-book porter elevated
to intense coffee status as a
result of a team-up with Java
Love Coffee Roasting Co.’s
roasted Guatemalan beans. It’s on
the bitter side but sipping on this
won’t bitter your mood.

Rise & Shine
Half Full Brewery, Stamford
Skip your go-to iced coffee and
rock with this porter, which is
very much like drinking a better
iced coffee. This collaboration
with Rise Brewing Co.’s trending
nitro cold brew results in a creamysmooth mouthfeel.

Mr. Trouble Coconut Porter
Sing Sing Kill Brewery, Ossining
One of the new kids on the
Westchester beer scene, SSKB
just broke out this low-ABV
porter that’s aged on five pounds
of coconut flakes. It’s like drinking a liquified Mounds bar.
—Andrew Dominick

www.westchestermagazine.com | JANUARY 2019 | 79

Menu_Jan19.indd 79

12/14/18 10:43 AM

menu

FROM OUR
TEST
KITCHEN

10 INGREDIENTS OR LESS

Winter Citrus Salad
Just because the trees are bare and the mercury has dropped below freezing doesn’t mean there’s nothing exciting at the supermarket.
In January, stores flood with a rainbow of citrus (e.g., blood oranges, pink Cara Caras, honey-sweet tangerines, and more)
that are great for eating but even better for enlivening a dead-of-winter salad. Serves 2-4

½ Tbsp Champagne vinegar
1 tsp honey

/8 tsp crushed red pepper flakes

1

2 Tbsp extra virgin olive oil
4 oz baby arugula
½ bulb of fennel, thinly sliced
salt and pepper to taste

Preparation
To prep oranges, cut ½- to ¾-inch off the top and bottom to
expose the fruit. Using a knife, follow the shape of the orange to
remove the peel and pith. Slice each orange into 1/3 -inch slices.
In a large bowl, whisk together the vinegar, honey, pepper flakes,
and olive oil. Season generously with salt and pepper. Toss
arugula and fennel with dressing.
To serve, mound dressed salad on a platter. Arrange orange
slices on top. Season with more black pepper and serve
immediately. —Samantha Garbarini

PHOTO BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI

Ingredients
3 seasonal oranges (such as blood oranges,
Cara Caras, or tangerines)
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All communal
reservations
come with
cornbread
and biscuits.
Minimum of
8 people for
reservation

Unlimited Pitchers of Beer

Southern Table
Suckling Roasted
$
$
Seafood Boil
55pp Pig
45pp
Cajun Style Seafood Boil
with Clams, Lobster
or Cray Fish and Shrimp
Served with Corn,
Boiled Red Potatoes and
Grilled Andouille Sausage

Brined Prime Suckling Pig
Served with Baked Red
Beans, Mashed Potatoes,
Mac & Cheese,
Old Bay Fries
and Baby Lettuce Salad

16pp

$

Southern Signature
$
11pp
Apps
Fried Green Tomato,
Grilled Pretzel,
Smoked Wings
And Wedge Salad

~ BRUNCH ~

Saturday & Sunday
11am – 3pm
Bottomless Mimosas
and Bloody Marys!

~ LUNCH NOW
SERVED ~

Monday – Friday
11:30am – 4:00pm

39 Marble Ave, Pleasantville, NY • (914) 618-3355
www.southern-table.com •
southerntable_pleasantville
#Birdlife
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TABLE MATTERS

Dining Scene
News and Notes

S

et to open January 4 in the space that once housed Brandi
Trattoria is Basque Kitchen & Bar (108 Abendroth Ave,
Port Chester; 914.315.4367; www.basqueny.com). The

100-seat restaurant specializes in the cuisine of Basque country
(the coastal northeast part of Spain and the extreme southwest
of France), a first for Westchester. On the menu: fire-roasted
octopus with chili flakes and paprika, three varieties of steamed
Prince Edward Island mussels, seared pork belly with dates and
Spanish paprika, duck confit, and paella (seafood, squid ink, or
Valenciana with chicken, rabbit, veggies, and sofrito). Desserts
are novel, e.g., saffron crème brûlée with wildflower honey and
a take on alfajores cookies, combining dark chocolate, dulce de
leche cake, and burnt Marshmallow Fluff.
In the kitchen is chef Geojo Urbano, who grew up in the
Philippines and was previously at Nara Sushi in Houston; heading
the mainly French and Spanish wine program is sommelier
Andrew Estey, previously the GM at Fairway Wines & Spirits.
Robert Enslein Jr. of Greenwich, formerly at Ark Restaurants of
Manhattan and founder of Relativity Vineyards, and Nina Becker,
also of Greenwich, are owner-partners. The duo is also opening
by this month craft-beer/by-the-slice pizza joint Za’pie (23 N
Main St, Port Chester) in the location that once held Spadaro.

Top to bottom: Harbour Fish & Co. Fish Market serving up fried shrimp and
fries with cole slaw and a pickle; The Barn at Bedford Post Inn is now open
for dinner on Monday and Tuesday; the first north county Whole Foods is
in Chappaqua.

Seating close to 300 (including three private dining rooms) is the
new Z Prime Italian Steakhouse (189 E Post Rd, White Plains;
914.682.0011; www.zprime.com), where Pax Romana, Taleggio,
and Mulberry Street had been. On the menu: USDA Prime
beef, dry-aged in-house; raw-bar items (e.g., Wagyu carpaccio,
colossal crabmeat cocktail), cedar-plank-smoked salmon,
seafood linguine, and lobster arrabbiata capellini.
North East Oyster Company has shuttered, and in its place
is Harbour Fish & Co. Fish Market (152 Mamaroneck Ave,
Mamaroneck; 914.630.4790; www.harbourfishandco.com). The
retail seafood shop also has a lengthy menu of takeout items,
including fried-fish sandwiches, steamed seafood combos and
Cajun bags, and steamed fish and veggie platters. Teachers,
police officers, village and postal workers get 10 percent off.
Bedford Post Inn (954 Old Post Rd, Bedford; 914.234.7800, ext
101; www.bedfordpostinn.com) recently hired Bouley-trained chef
Christopher D’Ambrosio, a Tuckahoe resident, to head its
catering and dining options. The more-formal dining space,
The Farmhouse, is open Wednesday through Sunday, while its
casual counterpart, The Barn, serves breakfast and lunch daily,
plus dinner Monday and Tuesday, with dishes such as countrystyle pâté made with Snow Hill Farms pork, Southern-style fried
chicken served with truffle-infused honey and potato purée; and
an Oregon Wagyu burger with bacon-onion jam, Jasper Hill blue
cheese, and fries.
North county residents who lament the dearth of quality
supermarkets will likely be pleased with the December 12 opening
of Whole Foods Market (Chappaqua Crossing, 480 N Bedford Rd,
Chappaqua; www.wholefoodsmarket.com). Unique to the 40,000
sq. ft. store is the fast-casual Pizza Parlor, a 37-seat eatery featuring
pies via a wood-burning oven, antipasti, hearth-roasted main and
side dishes, plus local brews. This is the fourth Whole Foods (after
White Plains, Port Chester, and Yonkers) in the county. —JBT

82 | JANUARY 2019 | www.westchestermagazine.com

Menu_Jan19.indd 82

12/14/18 10:44 AM

AD iPic FP.indd 83

12/12/18 10:02 AM

trending

SMALL PLATES

Clockwise from left: Traditions 118 white-truffle flatbread with ricotta,
provolone, black truffle oil, cremini mushrooms, and baby spinach;
Hudson Social’s baked Brie; polenta fries at Madison Kitchen are addictive
alternatives to regular fries.

Madison Kitchen, eggplant
meatballs

Small Plates Are a Big Thing
Ordering dishes to share is on the rise. BY LIZ SUSMAN KARP

T

he conventional coursestructured restaurant meal,
dating back to the advent of
restaurants after the French
Revolution, is taking a backseat at
numerous county restaurants these
days. Mirroring the increasing interest
in global cuisines and traditions, and
the swing toward more casual dining
experiences, diners around the county
are clamoring for small plates and
shareable dishes, and local restaurateurs
are responding.
At Hudson Social in Dobbs Ferry,
Chef Joe Bologna says their menu has
evolved since opening in 2015 because
of customer behavior. “We expanded
the shared plates because a lot of customers were going toward appetizers and sometimes ordering them as
entrées.” He estimates that 75 percent
of his customers order shared plates,
which include sliders and baked Brie
with raspberry compote. Sharing fits
the restaurant’s mission as “a really ca-

sual family-friendly environment where
people can mingle and enjoy each other’s company,” explains Bologna. “Even
some of our drinks we serve in bowls,
put multiple straws in, and people can
share.”
“Appetizers are the most fun part
of the meal,” declares Michael Lucia,
co-owner of Traditions 118 in Granite
Springs. “They tend to be creative; you
tend to share them; everybody gets a
little bit of everything. When it comes to
entrées, you pick one, and you’re stuck
with it.” Many customers still order traditionally, but he added small bites (easier to share) and shareable appetizer
options to please the many groups who
frequent Traditions. “With these larger
tables, they love sharing appetizers,” says
Lucia, who was recently asked to price a
menu of only appetizers for a party of
20, instead of a three-course meal. He
also attributes interest to social media.
“Showcasing on Instagram, sometimes I
get a better response from the apps and

the shareables than I would from a giant
piece of meat,” he observes.
“My husband and I like appetizers
because they are much more flavorful,”
says Lisa LaBelle, who owns Madison
Kitchen in Larchmont. “That same
level of flavor in an entrée, it’s a little
overwhelming.” In 2016, the restaurant
switched from a fine-dining concept
to a menu of small, shareable plates,
like eggplant meatballs and truffle
gnocchi, to entice customers during
the week. Frequent patrons are groups
of women (girls’ night out, anyone?).
“They come in parties of five or six,”
explains LaBelle. “They sit, have
cocktails, share, chat… it’s really nice.
Now, I’m getting more couples and
bigger parties. People love the concept
of trying a lot of different things, not
being committed to that $35 entrée.”
Herb Lindstrom, co-owner of Cooked
& Co in Scarsdale, concurs, saying, “I’m
always excited when I go to a place, try
different things and don’t have to get
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a huge plate of something.” This fall, the
restaurant expanded to accommodate its
brunch overflow, explains co-owner Melissa
Iscaro, and began dinner service of shared
and family-style plates Thursday through
Saturday. A scaled-down menu is available at the bar on Tuesday and Wednesday
nights. Lindstrom says the shared-plates
concept is also practical because of their
small tables and kitchen layout. Chef Mike
Bianco characterizes the menu, which
will change often, as Modern American.
Look for roasted and pickled carrots with
farmer’s cheese and dukkah, and roasted
chicken with polenta. Another plus of small
plates, says Bianco, is that “it helps not to
have to charge as much for people to get really good-quality food.”
Jennifer Aaronson of Hastings-onHudson’s Boro6 Wine Bar agrees that cost
is a factor. “The price point is very affordable on most of our dishes,” she says. “You’re
not locking into a $150 check for two people
and can go out and spend $40.” She and
her husband love the European culture of
eating small plates at casual spots. “The

“Appetizers are the most
fun part of the meal. They tend
to be creative; you tend to share
them; everybody gets a little
bit of everything.”

PIPER’S KILT

®

Restaurant & Tavern
Established 1964

®

Best

of
DecaDe
Voted The Best Hamburger in Town,
Best of Decade, Best Bar.
—Westchester Magazine, Best of Westchester

—Michael Lucia, Traditions 118
Westchester community is very sophisticated: Everybody’s been to a place like Boro6
in Europe and is so happy it’s in their backyard,” she says. The cheese and charcuterie boards and avocado toast are popular
items. “Ninety percent of the time, people
are sharing. They love to graze their way
around the menu,” says Aaronson. She also
thinks people are more health-conscious,
noting they “understand it is healthier to
eat smaller meals throughout the day.”
“We realized small tastes of something were
not offered anywhere near us,” says Stephanie
Small of UnWined in Somers, which opened
in July of 2018. The menu features American
cuisine in Spanish-tapas style. “It offers people the ability to have tremendous variety,”
Small says. “If you can’t choose between wanting a scallop or a flatbread, you can have both
without any guilt or remorse.” She reflects on
an unusual eating habit that might throw
those early French restaurateurs for a loop.
“We have a core crew of mid-20-somethings.
They eat dessert first! They have a glass of
wine and dessert, chill out for a bit, and then
they get into dinner.”
Liz Susman Karp is a freelance writer who lives
with her husband and two sons in Briarcliff Manor.

Full Menu Served 11:30 am until 12 am Seven Days a Week
Brunch 12pm til 3pm Saturdays & Sundays
Full service bar featuring 12 beers on tap

433 White Plains Rd (Rt.22), Eastchester, NY 10709 • (914) 779-5772
www.piperskilt.com
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review

UNWINED

PHOTOGRAPHY BY ANDRE BARANOWSKI

Clockwise from top left: grilled flatbread with prosciutto, arugula,
and balsamic; a duo of seared scallops with black-truffle-infused
cauliflower purée; Chef Joe Romano and co-owner Stephanie Small
with the kitchen staff.

Shopping Center Surprise
Tucked away in an unassuming strip mall, UnWined is Somers’ coolest new night out. BY SAMANTHA GARBARINI
UnWined

80 Rte 6, Baldwin Place
914.519.6190
www.unwinednewyork.com

Food ★★★★
Service ★★★★
Atmosphere ★★★★
Cost $$$$
Volume
For more restaurant reviews, visit
www.westchestermagazine.com/
restaurantreviews

S

omers doesn’t exactly have a reputation as
a dining hotspot. Most nonresidents would
probably have a hard time naming a single
restaurant in town. But since opening in
June, casual, small-plates wine bar UnWined has
been a spot worth knowing about.
The location — tucked into a nondescript shopping center, practically hidden between a card shop
and UnCorked (the owners’ adjacent wine shop) —
doesn’t let on what’s inside. Pass through the frostedglass doors, and the long space is stylish, with tall,
modern banquettes, a curving stone bar, and wine
glasses dangling from racks at each table. The lighting is a funky mix of Sputnik-style fixtures and long
lines of Edison bulbs hanging from suspended planks

of wood. The welcome and the service are exceptionally friendly.
What’s even more surprising are the prices. More
than half of the menu selections — it’s all small
plates, some of which change seasonally — are priced
at $10 or less. You’ll find $9 whites and $10 reds
among the more than 30 wines by the glass. The
choices are interesting and approachable (nothing
too esoteric), from South African Sauvignon Blanc
and Spanish rosé to Argentinian Malbecs, California
Zinfandel, Australian Shiraz, and Italian Nero
d’Avola.
Like the wines, the menu doesn’t take big swings,
but it also doesn’t have many misses. Gruyère
gougères, with almost-custardy centers, were the
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perfect salty bar snack I’d order again and
again. I’d also give top billing to dishes
featuring thick slabs of grilled bacon. On
one visit, that took the form of a single slice,
its smokiness amplified by the grill, served
over a palate-cleansing mix of fennel and
apple. Only an extra hit of acidity could have
taken it over the top. Another night, that
same slab was perched atop a simple kale
salad, adding much-appreciated richness
and heft.
Do order the Caesar salad, served in a
Parmesan frico bowl. Ribbons of radicchio
offer a bitter counter to the creamy dressing,
and the frico, which we broke into shards,
acted as a more flavorful riff on croutons.
Crowd-pleasing choices like Wagyu pigs
in puff-pastry blankets, duck egg rolls (like
your Chinese takeout favorite but with duck
instead of pork), creamy mac ’n’ cheese, and
truffle chickpeas were also safe bets.
Skip the Mediterranean trio board,
which came with not-so-smooth ricotta and
chunky hummus that lacked tahini flavor.
We’d order the flatbread — tender, grilled
dough topped with prosciutto, peppery arugula, and syrupy balsamic — instead, though
it was quite salty.
Fried banging shrimp were properly
cooked and crisp, but the coating did have a
tendency to slough off after the first bite.
Nonetheless, we’d forgive all manner of sins
for the sweet-and-spicy sriracha sauce it was
served with.
It’s a shame the honey-drizzled fried
chicken is no longer on the menu. Crunchy
and seasoned with lots of black pepper, it
was perfectly juicy. In its place is the
UnChicken Pot Pie, a deconstructed version
of the classic. While the puff-pastry lid was
golden and the sauce was silky, the chicken
itself was a little dry.
Instead, we’ll go with beef. The fourounce Niman Ranch cheeseburger didn’t
look like much but turned out to be pink

From top: UnS’mores graham-cracker tart with
brûléed homemade marshmallow; cheese
comes in many forms, including the mustorder Gruyère gougères.

Frankie & Johnnie’s Steakhouse Rye
FandJRye
@frankieandjohnniesrye

77 Purchase Street • Rye, NY
914-925-3900
frankieandjohnnies.com

The lighting is a funky mix of
Sputnik-style fixtures and long
lines of Edison bulbs hanging
from suspended planks of wood.
The welcome and the service are
exceptionally friendly.
from edge to edge, supremely beefy, and
delicious. The dry-aged New York strip
steak didn’t garner any complaints, but the
accompanying crispy, cracked-open marble
potatoes stole its thunder.
Desserts like the mini-chocolate-chipcookie skillet and warm pear crisp were
comforting but tended to be quite sweet. If
you’re going with one, order the
UnS’mores, a graham-cracker tart shell
filled with chocolate ganache and topped
with brûléed house-made marshmallow.
Another glass of wine wouldn’t hurt,
either.
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dining out
BY GINA VALENTINO

3 THINGS TO EAT IN...

Hartsdale

KEY TO SYMBOLS
UPDATE We note any significant changes.
$ Average entrée $14 or less
$$ Average entrée between $15 and $21
$$$ Average entrée between $22 and $27
$$$$ Average entrée $28 or more

By Gina Valentino

Bomboloni

The perfect sugary
snack after chowing
down on pizza or pasta
(or anything, really)
is bomboloni from
Frankie & Fanucci’s
(202 Hartsdale Ave;
914.725.8400; www.
fandfpizza.com). These
doughnut holes are filled
with Nutella and covered
in cinnamon-sugar.

TOP Top Restaurant from our December

37

2017 cover feature

RESTAURANT REVIEWS
Reviewers judge restaurants in three categories: Food,
Service, and Atmosphere. Reviewers dine anonymously and
make at least two visits.

★★★★ Excellent ★★★ Good ★★ Average ★ Poor
Prices, hours, and specialties are provided by the restaurants
and are subject to change. Calling to confirm days and hours
is recommended. Restaurants accept major credit cards
unless otherwise noted. Some of the restaurants in this guide
are Westchester Magazine advertisers.

New This Month
to Our Listings

Shanghai
Spring Rolls

Kick-start your dinner
with O Mandarin
Chinese Cuisine’s
(361 N Central Ave,
914.437.9168; www.
omandarin.com) flaky
Shanghai spring rolls.
Tantalizingly tasty and
crunchy, they are stuffed
full of mushrooms,
bamboo, and smoked
bean curd.

Fried
Goat Cheese

One of Westchester’s
newer spots, Único
(10 N Central Ave;
914.607.3363; www.
unicony.com) serves
dishes with international
influences, like tangy
fried goat cheese with
Mayan Melipona honey
and fresh rosemary.

TOBI ASIAN BISTRO Asian $$
This Thornwood spot features a hibachi
room and full bar. Try the angry dragon
roll, crispy duck, or imperial sashimi. 1008
Broadway, Thornwood; 914.495.3365;
www.tobiasianbistro.com
GOSU Asian Fusion $$
GoSu serves primarily meats and noodles,
with dishes like spicy pork and Koreanstyle beef. Also on the menu are chickenteriyaki sizzle bop and tofu steak. Closed
Sun. 50 S Buckhout St, Irvington;
914.479.5898; www.eatgosu.com

Ardsley
LA CATENA Italian $$$
The menu at this white-tablecloth Italian
restaurant features classic Italian antipasti,
pastas and entrées, plus homemade desserts. 871
Saw Mill River Rd, Ardsley; 914.231.9260;
www.lacatenaardsley.com
L’INIZIO Italian $$$$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★★½
Atmosphere ★★★ (08/14)
Husband-wife team Scott and Heather
Fratangelo run the kitchen at this Modern Italian
restaurant serving creative appetizers and some
of the county’s best pastas. 698 Saw Mill River Rd,
Ardsley; 914.693.5400; www.liniziony.com

TOP

37

Armonk
TOP

37

FORTINA Italian/Pizza $$
Chef Christian Petroni, John Nealon,
and Rob Krauss are the guys behind

this group of buzzy wood-fired restaurants (with an
additional location in Stamford). 17 Maple Ave,
Armonk; 914.273.0900; 136 S Ridge St, Rye Brook;
914.937.0900; 1086 N Broadway, Yonkers;
914.358.3595; www.fortinapizza.com
KOKU Japanese $$$
The sleek sushi bar at KOKU offers an extensive
selection of sashimi and rolls, including weekly
specials from Tokyo’s famous Tsukiji Fish Market.
454 Main St, Armonk; 914.730.0077;
www.kokujapanese.com
MODERNE BARN New American $$$$
Chef Ethan Kostbar uses natural, local
ingredients at this New American
restaurant with Mediterranean touches from the
Livanos Restaurant Group (City Limits Diner). $20
two-course express lunch. 430 Bedford Rd, Armonk;
914.730.0001; www.modernebarn.com

TOP

37

TAUK American $$$
This upscale bistro brings Montauk to Westchester,
serving coastal cuisine like lobster rolls, fresh-caught
seafood, and hand-blended burgers. Offers gluten-

free, vegan, and allergy-sensitive options. 402 Main
St, Armonk; 914.730.1144; www.taukkitchen.com

Briarcliff Manor
105-TEN BAR & GRILL New American $$$
Tucked away in a shopping center in Briarcliff,
Chef Eddie Martinez cooks up hearty New
American dishes, plus a selection of burgers and
indulgent small plates. 127 Woodside Ave, Briarcliff
Manor; 914.236.3651; www.105ten.com
SQUIRE’S Pub $$
Burgers and classic steaks are the thing to order
at this tavern, serving the local community since
1967. 94 N State Rd, Briarcliff Manor; 914.762.3376;
www.squiresofbriarcliff.com

Chappaqua
CRABTREE’S KITTLE HOUSE
New American $$$$
Chef Beau Widener uses locally sourced
ingredients to create seasonal dishes in the formal
dining room and elevated bar food at the Old

TOP

37
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World Tap Room. The Grand Award-winning wine
cellar houses 40,000+ bottles. 11 Kittle Rd,
Chappaqua; 914.666.8044; www.kittlehouse.com

Cortlandt Manor
MONTEVERDE AT OLDSTONE New American $$$
Good-Life Gourmet’s Eric Korn (formerly chef/owner
at Wolfert’s Roost) is in the kitchen at this restaurant
housed in a 1760s mansion. Closed Mon and Tues.
28 Bear Mountain Bridge Rd, Cortlandt Manor;
914.737.6500; www.monteverdeatoldstone.com

Croton-on-Hudson
MEMPHIS MAE’S Southern $$
Carolina pulled pork, hush puppies, and Mississippi
catfish are among the offerings at this Southern
restaurant with an emphasis on barbecue. Closed
Tues. 173 S Riverside Ave, Croton-on-Hudson;
914.271.0125; www.memphismaes.com
OCEAN HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Self-taught chef Brian Galvin transformed
a tiny diner into this 30-seat, dinner-only
oyster bar and grill with an emphasis on New
England-style seafood dishes. Call after 4:30 p.m. for
same-day reservations. Closed Sun and Mon.
49 N Riverside Ave, Croton-on-Hudson; 914.271.0702;
www.oceanhouseoysterbar.com

TOP
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Dobbs Ferry
CITY PERCH New American $$$
James Beard Award winner Sherry Yard oversees the
kitchen at this surprisingly chic restaurant (oysters
Rockefeller, grilled Berkshire pork chop) attached to
the iPic Theater. 1 Livingstone Ave, Dobbs Ferry;
914.348.7003; www.cityperch.com

Resolve to Reconnect

SUSHI MIKE’S Japanese $$
Hugely popular for its special sushi rolls (the Out of
Control is a favorite), this neighborhood Japanese
restaurant is often packed. 146 Main St, Dobbs Ferry;
914.591.0054; www.sushimikes.com

We make sharing more time at the dinner table
the one resolution that’s easy to keep.

THE PARLOR Pizza $$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★★
Atmosphere★★★(03/14)
The brick-and-mortar incarnation of the popular
DoughNation pizza truck, look for a selection of
unique pizzas featuring housemade ingredients,
plus wood-fired appetizers, wine on tap, and
“bottled” cocktails. Closed Mon. 14 Cedar St, Dobbs
Ferry; 914.478.8200; www.theparlordf.com

TOP

37

Lunch | Dinner | Weekend Brunch | Private Dining
430 Bedford Road | Armonk, NY 10504 | 914.730.0001
ModerneBarn.com | @ModerneBarn
LIVANOS Restaurant Group

THE COOKERY Italian $$$
This progressive Italian restaurant from
Chef David DiBari serves some of the
county’s most creative fare with an emphasis on pork,
fresh pasta, and offal. Closed Mon. 39 Chestnut St,
Dobbs Ferry; 914.305.2336;
www.thecookeryrestaurant.com
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BURRATA Pizza $$
Some of the county’s best Neapolitan
pies come from this Eastchester pizzeria
that’s also home to excellent pasta and
well-crafted cocktails. 425 White Plains Rd,
Eastchester; 914.337.3700; www.burratapizza.com
PIPER’S KILT Pub $
A county institution, this classic pub serves cold
pints, ethereal onion rings, and pretty-near-perfect
burgers. Kitchen hours everyday until midnight.
433 White Plains Rd, Eastchester; 914.779.5772;
www.piperskilt.com

Open
6am-7pm
Daily!
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dining out

(Continued from previous page)

SHIRAZ KITCHEN Persian $$$
Named for the Iranian city, Shiraz serves dishes
representative of the region, including saffron chicken
kebab and rainbow trout with dill and fava bean
basmati rice. Closed Mon. 83 E Main St,
Elmsford; 914.345.6111; www.shirazkitchen.com

simple plates. Closed Mon. 549 Warburton Ave,
Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.231.9200;
www.boro6winebar.com

Harrison

BREAD & BRINE Seafood $$$
Chef Alex Sze and Jeremy McLellan run this
New England-style seafood restaurant and oyster
bar serving bivalves, small plates, and a handful of
mains and desserts. Closed Tues. 19 Main St,
Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.479.5243;
www.breadandbrinehoh.com

273 KITCHEN Mediterranean $$$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★★★
Atmosphere ★★★½ (10/15)
Chef Constantine Kalandranis (8 North Broadway in
Nyack) runs this 35-seat, seafood-heavy, small-plates
Mediterranean bistro. $48 prix-fixe includes three
courses and dessert. 273 Halstead Ave, Harrison;
914.732.3333; www.273kitchen.com

SAINT GEORGE French $$$$
In the former Buffet de la Gare space,
comes this contemporary French bistro
from Chef Chris Vergara (Harper’s in Dobbs Ferry,
Meritage in Scarsdale). Don’t miss the all-French
wine list and absinthe fountain. Closed Mon. 155
Southside Ave, Hastings-on-Hudson; 914.478.1671;
www.saintgeorgebistro.com

WELLINGTON’S GRILL American $$$
Three cuts of prime rib are among the specialties at
this Harrison stalwart. Expect other American
standards, too, like burgers, dry-rubbed ribs, and
fresh lobster rolls. 110 Halstead Ave, Harrison;
914.315.1532; www.wellingtonsgrill.com

Hawthorne

TOP

37

Hartsdale
KISHUYA Ramen $$
FoodHHH ServiceHH½ AtmosphereHH½ (12/15)
This traditional ramen shop tucked into a shopping
center on Central Avenue serves well-executed
noodle bowls, including a fiery Tantanmen ramen
with ground pork. A unique selection of Japanese
beers is available. 163 S Central Ave, Hartsdale;
914.949.0600; www.kishuya.com
O MANDARIN Chinese $$
Food ★★ Service ★★ Atmosphere ★★★ (03/18)
Crispy-skinned Peking duck, scallion bubble pancakes,
and Thousand layer tofu, are among the menu
highlights at this Mandarin restaurant with
transporting interior design. 361 N Central Ave,
Hartsdale; 914.437.9168; www.omandarin.com
ÚNICO International $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★½ (9/18)
This Hartsdale spot serves up creative international
fare in a unique setting. Try the charred octopus
plated with jalapeño and potatoes or the branzino
poached in olive oil. Mon. 10 N Central Ave, Hartsdale;
914.607.3363; www.unicony.com

Hastings-on-Hudson
BORO6 WINE Bar $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★ (05/17)
Inspired by trips to Italy, restaurant vet Paul
Molakides and Jennifer Aaronson (formerly an
editor for Martha Stewart) opened this enoteca
with more than 30 wines by the glass and light,

ÚNICO

TOP

37

THREE LITTLE PIGS BBQ Barbecue $
Marc Mazzarulli, formerly of Opus 465
and Marc Charles Steakhouse in Armonk, is the
chef of this ’cue joint serving dry-rubbed meats
and classic sides. Mazzarulli also runs catering
company Wild Westchester BBQ. Closed Sun and
Mon. 481 Commerce St, Hawthorne; 914.747.2480;
www.threelittlepigsbbqofhawthorne.com

Irvington

CHUTNEY MASALA Indian $$
The popular Indian bistro from Chef Navjot
Arora is now located on Main St, but expect
the menu to still feature tried-and-true options like a
myriad of curries. 76 Main St, Irvington; 914.591.5500;
www.chutneymasala.com

TOP

37

MIMA VINOTECA Italian $$$$
The owners of Zuppa in Yonkers run this
trattoria serving Italian “home-cooking” and
some of the county’s best salumi. 20 wines offered by
the glass. 63 Main St, Irvington; 914.591.1300;
www.mimarestaurant.com

TOP

37

MP TAVERNA Greek $$$
Michael Psilakis is the award-winning
executive chef at this Modern Greek
restaurant in Irvington. Traditional roasted whole
lamb, goat, suckling pig, and more available with fivedays’ notice. 1 Bridge St, Irvington; 914.231.7854;
www.michaelpsilakis.com

TOP
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Katonah
PEPPINO’S RISTORANTE Northern Italian $$$
Lots of regulars come to this family-owned (since
1991) restaurant to sit at candlelit tables and dine
on dishes like veal Sorrentino and steak pizzaiola.

Larchmont
DURIAN Thai $$$
Named for the pungent Asian fruit, Durian
serves authentic Thai cuisine (less sticky
sugar, more bright acidity) featuring lesser-known
ingredients, such as sweet sticky rice with its namesake
fruit. Closed Mon. 147 Chatsworth Ave, Larchmont;
914.833.1900; www.durianthaifood.com
TOP POLPETTINA Italian $$
On the menu: eggplant chips with
wildflower honey, thin-crust and grandmastyle pizza, and pasta in truffle carbonara or white
Bolognese. 102 Fisher Ave, Eastchester; 914.961.0061;
147 Larchmont Ave, Larchmont; 914.341.1460;
www.polpettina.com

TOP
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Mamaroneck
IL CASTELLO Mediterranean/Italian $$$
Expect homemade pastas and elaborate table
presentations at this Italian restaurant, located a
stone’s throw from the Mamaroneck Metro-North
Station. Prix-fixe $20.95 lunch. Closed Mon. 576
Mamaroneck Ave, Mamaroneck; 914.777.2200
MODERN ON THE RAILS Italian $$$
The owners of Modern in New Rochelle put
their own spin on Italian stalwarts (Wagyu beef
meatballs, chipotle calamari) at this 140-seat
restaurant in the space that was formerly
Club Car. 1 Station Plz, Mamaroneck; 914.777.9300;
www.modernontherails.com

Mount Kisco
EXIT 4 FOOD HALL Eclectic $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★★(10/16)
The food-hall trend comes to Mount Kisco with 11
stations, serving everything from wood-fired pizzas to
barbecue to sushi (plus craft beers and nitro coffee at
X4 on Tap). 153 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.241.1200;
www.exit4foodhall.com
VILLAGE SOCIAL New American $$$
Chef Mogan Anthony serves wood-fired pizzas,
Asian-inflected appetizers, pasta, and sandwiches at
these buzzed-about eateries with popular bar scenes.
The Mount Kisco location has an outdoor patio. Rye
location closed Mon. 251 E Main St, Mount Kisco;
914.864.1255; 67 Purchase St, Rye; 914.612.4267;
www.villagesocialkb.com
WINSTON New American $$$$
It took three years to design and build this 81-seat, threestory warehouse-style eatery where Executive Chef
Michael Williams proffers New American dishes and
decadent desserts. Wine library features rare bottles.
Closed Mon. 130 E Main St, Mount Kisco; 914.244.9780;
www.winstonrestaurant.com

116 Katonah Ave, Katonah; 914.232.3212;
www.peppinosristorante.com

Mount Vernon

TENGDA ASIAN BISTRO Pan-Asian $$$
Sushi, poke, and sashimi share menu space with
seafood-curry hot pots, crispy duck, and stir-fried
noodles at this bistro. Closed Mon. 286 Katonah Ave,
Katonah; 914.232.3900; www.tengdakatonah.com

JOHNNY’S PIZZERIA Pizza $$
Open since the ’40s, Johnny’s old-school,
thin-crust pies are some of the best pizza
north of NYC. No slices; cash only. Closed Sun and Mon.
30 W Lincoln Ave, Mount Vernon; 914.668.1957;
www.johnnys1942.com

THE WHITLOCK New American $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★★ ½ (02/18)
The Cookery alums Matt and Christina Safarowic
serve seasonal, locally sourced fare, including silky
pastas, bone-marrow-laced French onion soup and
crispy pork belly at this neighborhood restaurant.
Closed Mon. 17 Katonah Ave, Katonah; 914.232.8030;
www.thewhitlockny.com

TOP

37

RIPE Caribbean $$
Chef Nigel Spence curates a menu of authentic
Caribbean flavors — curried goat, plantains, and the “BigAss” jerk rib-eye — in this funky space with live music
and an outdoor courtyard perfect for sipping potent rum
cocktails. Closed Mon. 151 W Sandford Blvd, Mount
Vernon; 914.665.7689; www.riperestaurant.com

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

Elmsford
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New Rochelle

Best bar
food

TOP PURDY’S FARMER & THE FISH
Seafood $$$$
Housed in a historic 18th-century
farmhouse and surrounded by four acres of
terraced farmland that supply the restaurant,
Farmer & the Fish serves a seafood- and produceheavy menu. 100 Titicus Rd, North Salem;
914.617.8380; www.farmerandthefish.com
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TOP ONE TWENTY ONE New American $$$$
Food ★★★ Service★★★
Atmosphere ★★★½ (11/14)
Having undergone a full redesign in 2014, Chef Beck
Bolender brings a little contemporary flair to the
area’s verdant farmland with a menu of locally
sourced (many ingredients come from the county)
dishes. 2 Dingle Ridge Rd, North Salem; 914.669.0121;
www.121restaurant.com
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MODERN RESTAURANT & LOUNGE Italian $$$
Old-school Italian fare in a contemporary setting.
Dishes to order are the chicken Parmigiana, porkchop contadina, and whole-wheat spaghetti
puttanesca. A selection of brick-oven pizzas are
also offered. 310 Huguenot St, New Rochelle;
914.633.9479; www.modernrestaurant.com
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ALVIN & FRIENDS Southern/Caribbean $$$
This contemporary spot in downtown New Rochelle
serves Southern soul food with a Caribbean flair,
including a Best of Westchester-winning fried
chicken with braised collards. Live entertainment
several nights a week. Closed Mon.
14 Memorial Hwy, New Rochelle; 914.654.6549;
www.alvinandfriendsrestaurant.com
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VOX BAR & RESTAURANT French/Eclectic $$$
With an outdoor patio overlooking the green
landscape of North Salem, this unpretentious
restaurant serves French classics and a handful of
Asian-inspired dishes. Closed Mon and Tues. 721
Titicus Rd, North Salem; 914.669.5450;
www.voxnorthsalem.com

Ossining

NOW SERVING BRUNCH ON

SERVING
BRUNCH
ONON ON
NOW
SERVING
BRUNCH
NOW SERVING NOW
BRUNCH
NOW
ON SERVING
BRUNCH
SATURDAYS
&
SUNDAYS
3 WESTERLY BAR & GRILL Gastropub $$$
NOW
SERVING
BRUNCH
ON
SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS
Food ★★½ Service ★★ Atmosphere ★★★½ (09/17)SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS
SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS
SATURDAYS
& SUNDAYS
White Plains
68 Gedney Way& |SUNDAYS
SATURDAYS
This gastropub with haute nautical interior offers
68 Gedney Way | White Plains
68914-683-EMMA
Gedney
Way | (3662)
White
68 Gedney Way | White
Plains
68 Gedney
Way | Plains
White Plains
68 Gedney
Way | White
Plains
www.emmasalehouse.com
emmasalehouse.com
emmasalehouse.comemmasalehouse.com
emmasalehouse.com

pizza, sushi, burgers, and more with a view of the
Hudson River. The outdoor terrace has room for up to
150. 3 Westerly Rd, Ossining; 914.762.1333;
www.3westerly.com
BROTHERS FISH & CHIPS Seafood $$$$
Enjoy food from the sea at this Ossining spot,
including its namesake dish, fish tacos, and lobster
tostones. An adjacent takeout space offers a lowerpriced menu. 172 North Highland Ave, Ossining;
914.488.5141; www.brothersfishandchips.com

V

e
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emmasalehouse.com The very first Authentic
Vietnamese Cuisine in Westchester

mexican cuisine

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

Peekskill
FIN & BREW New American $$$$
Captain Lawrence brewer Scott Vaccaro and
Peekskill restaurateurs John Sharp and Louie Lanza
co-own this riverfront restaurant serving a seafoodheavy menu, at the Charles Point entertainment
complex. Closed Mon to Wed. 5 John Walsh Blvd,
Peekskill; 914.788.4555; www.finandbrew.com

The very
first
The very
first AAuthentic
uthentic
Vietnamese
Cuisine inin
Westchester
Vietnamese
Cuisine
Westchester

AuthenticVVietnamese
ietnamese Cuisine
Authentic
Cuisine

Authentic Vietnamese Cuisine
Happy Hour 4-7pm daily
Open Lunch | Dinner | Take out
Catering | Delivery
189 hartsdale ave, hartsdale, ny
tel: 914.723.0010/0061
vegamexican.com

158 S. Central Park Ave.,•Hartsdale, NY 10530
(914) 288-9088 •www.mysaigonese.com
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CANTINA LOBOS Mexican $$
A small menu of mostly appetizers and tacos
encompasses traditional dishes (house-made
guacamole, tequila-lime shrimp, cochinita pibil) and
fusion flavors, such as beef bulgogi tacos. 217 Wolfs Ln,
Pelham; 914.380.8644; www.cantinalobos.com

Pleasantville

SALTAIRE OYSTER BAR
AND FISH HOUSE Seafood $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★
Atmosphere ★★★★ (01/16)
Housed in a historic grain house and owned by the
Barnes family, this modern restaurant sources its
seafood daily for its refined plates and extensive raw
bar. 55 Abendroth Ave, Port Chester; 914.939.2425;
www.saltaireoysterbar.com

TOP

LITTLE MUMBAI MARKET Indian $
With décor as exciting as the food served,
Little Mumbai serves up crêpes and Indian
food in the heart of Pleasantville. Try their pav bhaji
and pair a smoothie with a caramelized banana crêpe.
475 Bedford Rd, Pleasantville; 914.773.0500

SONORA Nuevo Latino $$$
Fans flock to Chef Rafael Palomino’s only
Westchester spot for his pan-Latino cuisine.
The bar area serves tacos and a vast selection of craft
tequila. Outdoor patio in the summer. Closed Mon.
179 Rectory St, Port Chester; 914.933.0200;
www.sonorarestaurant.net

MISSION TAQUERIA Mexican $$$
Food ★★★ Service★★★ Atmosphere ★★★ (10/18)
From the owners of 105-Ten Bar & Grill in Briarcliff
comes this new restaurant that mixes a tequila- and
mezcal-heavy bar program with Mexican-inspired
food. 472 Bedford Rd, Pleasantville; 914.741.5285;
www.missionpleasantville.com

TACO SHACK Mexican $
From the owner of Halstead Ave Taqueria comes this
full-service restaurant featuring authentic, seasonal
Mexican food, fresh-squeezed juices, and tequilabased cocktails. 27 N Main St, Port Chester;
914.481.5551; www.tacoshackpc.com

TOP

37

SOUTHERN TABLE KITCHEN & BAR Southern $$
Get a taste of the down-home cooking you’d find
south of the Mason-Dixon line here, at this new spot
from the owners of neighboring restaurant Wood &
Fire. 39 Marble Ave, Pleasantville; 914.618.3355;
www.southern-table.com
WOOD & FIRE Italian $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (11/15)
Neapolitan cuisine is the name of the game at this
family-run establishment with a menu spanning salads,
pizzas, small plates, pastas, and mains. 59 Marble Ave,
Pleasantville; 914.747.2611; www.woodandfirepizza.com

Pocantico Hills
BLUE HILL AT STONE BARNS
New American $$$$
Among the World’s 50 Best Restaurants,
the Barber family runs this groundbreaking farm-to-table
fine-dining restaurant. The menu changes daily with many
of the ingredients grown or raised on-site. The Stone
Barns Center hosts agricultural and educational
initiatives. Closed Mon and Tue. 630 Bedford Rd,
Pocantico Hills; 914.366.9600; www.bluehillfarm.com

TOP

37

Port Chester
TOP ACUARIO Peruvian $$
Enjoy a taste of Peru at Port Chester’s
Acuario. Offered are ceviche, beef heart,
steamed mussels, fish soup, and paellas, including
other Peruvian specialties. 163 North Main St, Port
Chester; 914.937.2338; www.acuariorestaurant.com

37

ARGANA Moroccan $$$
The Achbani family brings the authentic flavors of
their native Morocco to Port Chester with a variety of
tagines, grilled specialties, and sweet-and-savory pies.
325 N Main St, Port Chester; 914.612.4440;
www.arganarestaurantbar.com
CAPERS Mediterranean $$$$
Chef Edi Rivera (Port Chester’s Appetit Bistro) takes
inspiration from Italian, Greek, Moroccan, and Basque
cuisines at this 50-seat restaurant in the space that was
formerly Café Mirage. 531 N Main St, Port Chester;
914.481.8833; www.caperspc.com
COALS Pizza $$
Hand-stretched pies made with imported Italian
ingredients are grilled at this pizzeria and craft-beer
restaurant. The hand-formed beef burger won Best Burger
at our 2015, 2017, and 2018 Burger & Beer Blasts.
35 N Main St, Port Chester; 914.305.3220; 131 Parkway
Rd, Bronxville; 914.337.1901; www.coalspizza.com

RAFELE RYE

37

TOP

37

TARRY LODGE Italian $$$$
Highlights from Chef Andy Nusser’s menu at
this Bastianch-owned restaurant include
fresh pastas and thin-crust pizza (including the
guanciale with black truffle and runny egg). 18 Mill St,
Port Chester; 914.939.3111; www.tarrylodge.com

PHOTO BYKEN GABRIELSEN

Pelham

TOP

37

Pound Ridge
TOP

37

THE INN AT POUND RIDGE
BY JEAN-GEORGES
New American $$$$

Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★★★ (06/14)
Expect seasonal ingredients (and the occasional Asian
flavor) from the kitchen at this 250-seat, specialoccasion restaurant from Jean-Georges Vongerichten.
258 Westchester Ave, Pound Ridge; 914.764.1400; www.
theinnatpoundridge.com

Purchase
TREDICI NORTH Italian $$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★ (07/16)
Chef Giuseppe Fanelli runs the kitchen at this stylish
68-seat Italian eatery. Expect indulgent dishes like
mozzarella-stuffed meatballs and Kobe beef ravioli
with truffles and brown butter. Closed Mon. 578
Anderson Hill Rd, Purchase; 914.997.4113;
www.tredicinorth.com

Rye
FRANKIE & JOHNNIE’S Steakhouse $$$$
Upscale steakhouse with a posh bar and lounge area
(with two NYC locations). Specialties include
porterhouse steak for two, dry-aged beef Bolognese,
and lobster ravioli. 77 Purchase St, Rye; 914.925.3900;
www.frankieandjohnnies.com
LA PANETIÈRE French $$$$
This elegant restaurant boasts top-level
service and contemporary French fare — hot
and cold foie gras, Dover sole, cheese soufflé, and
lobster casserole — in a Provençal setting. 530 Milton

TOP

37

Rd, Rye; 914.967.8140; www.lapanetiere.com
MORGANS FISH HOUSE Seafood $$$$
This casual seafood restaurant proffers pan-fried
oysters, Maine lobster rolls, crabmeat-stuffed lobsters,
and stews, plus a raw bar. 22 Elm Pl, Rye; 914.921.8190;
www.morgansfishhouse.net
RAFELE RYE Italian $$$
Food★★½ Service★★½ Atmosphere ★★★ (12/18)
Naples-born chef Raffaele Ronca debuted this sister
restaurant of his West Village spot, offering Italian
cuisine like house-made pasta, grilled branzino, and

marinated lamb skewers. 26 Purchase St, Rye;
914.481.8417; www.rafele.com/rafele-rye
ROSEMARY AND VINE Mediterranean $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★½ Atmosphere ★★½ (11/16)
This casual-chic vegetarian spot serves Mediterranean
dishes with Middle Eastern touches, including smokey
baba ganoush and Israeli-style hummus, avocado
crostini, and five-cheese mushroom lasagna. Closed
Sun. 29 Purchase St, Rye; 914.481.8660;
www.rosemaryandvine.com
RYE ROADHOUSE Cajun/Southern $$$
Tucked in a residential area of Rye, the Roadhouse is
a local institution known for its sweet-potato fries
and Cajun flavors, like the grilled or blackened
meatloaf. Late-night dining Fri and Sat until 1 am. 12
High St, Rye; 914.925.2668; www.ryeroadhouse.com
THE RED PONY Wine Bar $$
At this Rye spot, find a selection of 25+ unique by-theglass wine offerings. Also on the menu: unexpected craft
cocktails, charcuterie, and cheese. 53 Purchase St, Rye;
914.481.4220; www.redponybar.com

Scarsdale
CAFÉ ALAIA Italian $$
Food ★★½ Service ★★★★ Atmosphere ★★½ (06/18)
Vincenzo Alaia offers southern Italian cuisine —
eggplant soufflé, branzino, and house-made pasta —
in a cozy space. Gluten-free pasta available upon
request. Closed Mon. 66 Garth Rd, Scarsdale;
914.725.3000; www.cafealaia.com
EASTCHESTER FISH GOURMET
Seafood $$$$
Owner Rick Ross sources the freshest
seafood daily from the Fulton Fish Market for this
Westchester institution and its adjoining market.
$30.95 lobster dinners on Mon; raw-bar deals on
Thurs. 837 White Plains Rd, Scarsdale; 914.725.3450;
www.eastchesterfish.com

TOP

37

KUMO SUSHI & LOUNGE Japanese $$
Set in a stylish environment, this Scarsdale haunt
specializes in sushi and sashimi. Favorites include soba
noodles and tuna pizza. 777 White Plains Road,
Scarsdale; 914.713.8899; www.kumoscarsdale.com
POPOJITO Mediterranean/Mexican $
Entirely gluten-free, this fast-casual restaurant melds
the flavors of the Mediterranean and Mexico in a
30-seat space near the Scarsdale Metro-North
station. 46 Christie Pl, Scarsdale; 914.713.8946;
www.popojito.com
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Shiraz Kitchen
Persian & Mediterranean Cuisine
Expanded Wine Bar Now Open!
100+ Premium Wines • 6 Rotating Premium Wines by the Glass
“A Persian
Renaissance at
Shiraz Kitchen”
Very Good – The
New York Times

“Best Persian
Restaurant”
– Westchester
Magazine’s Best
of Westchester

“2018
Certificate of
Excellence”
– Trip Advisor
All Menu Items Naturally Gluten-Free
Extensive Wine List • Catering & Private Events
Lunch & Dinner Tues. – Sun. • Lunch Specials Tues. – Fri.

83 E. Main Street, Elmsford, NY
914-345-6111 • www.ShirazKitchen.com

Delivery to Yonkers, Hastings, Ardsley, Hartsdale,
Dobbs Ferry, Irvington, Scarsdale and Bronxville!

PRIVATE PARTIES
AND CATERING AVAILABLE
ISO JAPANESE CUISINE
Boyce Thompson Center (Next to Starbucks)
1086 North Broadway #115 • Yonkers, NY 10701

(Executive Boulevard Exit 9 off Saw Mill River Parkway)

SUSHI CHEF NICK, CO-OWNER
OF KOKU, ARMONK

www.IsoYonkers.com • (914) 963-0777
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Tuckahoe

Sleepy Hollow

ANGELINA’S RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Spaghetti tossed in a wheel of Parmesan with flamed
Cognac is the signature dish at Angelina’s (don’t miss
the stuffed artichoke or Chilean sea bass, either).
97 Lake Ave, Tuckahoe; 914.779.7944;
www.angelinasoftuckahoe.com

HUDSON FARMER & THE FISH Seafood $$$$
The owners of Purdy’s Farmer & the Fish also operate
this 45-seat riverfront location serving steamers, pizzas
(try the white clam), and favorite dishes from the North
Salem original. 11 River St, Sleepy Hollow; 914.631.8380;
www.farmerandthefish.com

GROWLERS BEER BISTRO Gastropub $$
On the menu: 15+ domestic and international craft
beers on tap (all available for growlers fills), plus beerfriendly snacks, sandwiches, and burgers. Trivia on
Tues. 25 Main St, Tuckahoe; 914.793.0608;
www.growlersbeerbistro.com

Somers

White Plains

UNWINED BAR & KITCHEN Wine Bar $

ABERDEEN SEAFOOD & DIM SUM
Cantonese $$
Named after a harbor in Hong Kong, this
White Plains spot specializes in traditional Cantonese
cuisine and dim sum. Offerings include Chinese
eggplant, Peking duck, and sautéed conch. 3 Barker
Ave, White Plains; 914.288.0188;
www.aberdeenwhiteplains.com

Food ★★★ Service ★★★½ Atmosphere ★★★
(See review on page 86.)
From the owners of next door’s UnCorked Wines &
Spirits, UnWined Bar & Kitchen brings an urban vibe to
Somers, featuring small plates and more than 30 wines
by the glass. 80 Rte 6, Somers; 914.519.6190;
www.unwinednewyork.com

Tarrytown
MINT PREMIUM FOODS
International $$
Owner Hassan Jarane’s global foods
emporium is part gourmet food shop (the front,
including a superior cheese selection) and part
eclectic world cuisine restaurant (the back).
Closed Mon. 19 Main St, Tarrytown; 914.703.6511

TOP

37

RIVERMARKET BAR AND KITCHEN
New American $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★
Atmosphere★★★(04/14)
Under the same ownership as Crabtree’s Kittle House,
RiverMarket sources primarily local, sustainable
ingredients for its menu, cocktails, and on-premise
market. 127 W Main St, Tarrytown; 914.631.3100;
www.rivermarketbarandkitchen.com

TOP

37

THE TWISTED OAK New American $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★
Atmosphere★★★★(09/14)
Chef and Danny Meyer alum Michael Cutney blends
Italian traditions and New American farm-to-table
sensibilities to create signature dishes like his Fazio
Farms duck lasagna. Closed Mon. 61 Main St,
Tarrytown; 914.332.1992; www.thetwistedoakny.com

TOP

37

Thornwood
THE BARLEY HOUSE American $$
This popular Thornwood spot (Best of Westchester
Readers’ Pick for Best New Restaurant in 2016) serves
thoughtful versions of classic sandwiches and bar snacks,
plus craft beers and cocktails. 665 Commerce
St,Thornwood; 914.495.3333; www.thebarleyhouseny.com
MISSION TAQUERIA

TOP

37

BENJAMIN STEAKHOUSE Steakhouse $$$$
This 200-seat restaurant owned by ex-Peter Luger
staffers specializes in dry-aged steaks and chops.(A
second outpost is located in Midtown Manhattan.)
Closed Mon. 610 W Hartsdale Ave, White Plains;
914.428.6868; www.benjaminsteakhouse.com
BLT STEAK Steakhouse $$$$
The White Plains location of this
international steakhouse is located in the
Ritz-Carlton, Westchester. Several different cuts of
steak are on the menu including 28-day dry aged
Kansas City prime bone-in strip and filet mignon prime
bone-in filet, alongside an extensive wine list. 221 Main
St, White Plains; 914.467.5500;
www.bltrestaurants.com/blt-steak

TOP

37

CITY LIMITS DINER American $$
The upscale diner features traditional American dishes,
internationally inspired plates, and an array of homemade
desserts, plus a bar area with cocktails and craft beer.
Breakfast served all day. 200 Central Ave, White Plains;
914.686.9000; www.citylimitsdiner.com

TOP CORIANDER MODERN INDIAN
Indian $$$
These stylish restaurants feature locally
sourced ingredients and bold Indian flavors, plus craft
beer and organic wines. In White Plains, the 15-seat
bar showcases an assortment of Indian-style tapas.
Closed Mon. 154 Larchmont Ave, Larchmont;
914.235.1306; 74 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains;
914.358.4500; www.corianderny.com

37

EMMA’S ALE HOUSE Comfort Food $$
This Certified Green Restaurant specializes in comfortfood favorites like pot pie, braised short ribs, and the
famous Krispy Kreme bread pudding.
68 Gedney Way, White Plains; 914.683.3662;
www.emmasalehouse.com
FREEBIRD KITCHEN & BAR Southern $$$
Southern comfort food — fried green tomatoes with hotmustard remoulade, hot chicken, and pimento cheese
burgers — is on the menu, plus signature smoked
cocktails. 161 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains;
914.607.2476; www.freebirdkitchenandbar.com
LA BOCCA RISTORANTE Italian $$$
Regional Italian specialties (spaghetti alla chitarra,
sliced steak with balsamic and arugula) are the
foundations of the menu at this downtown Italian spot.
Gluten-free options available. 8 Church St, White Plains;
914.948.3281; www.laboccaristorante.com

LILLY’S Small Plates $$$
A welcome respite from Mamaroneck Avenue’s bar
scene (though they still offer happy hour deals), this
White Plains oyster bar and small-plates eatery
serves sophisticated cocktails and affordable bottles
of wine. 169 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains;
914.997.5600; www.lillyswp.com
MEDITERRANEO Mediterranean $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★½
Atmosphere ★★★½ (07/17)
A White Plains location is the third outpost
(Greenwich, Norwalk) of this high-design restaurant,
serving Mediterranean fare with an emphasis on
seafood. 189 Main St, White Plains; 914.448.8800;
www.zhospitalitygroup.com

TOP

37

MULINO’S OF WESTCHESTER
Italian $$$$
Classic Italian fare and friendly staff set
apart this White Plains spot. The menu includes
mushroom risotto, tagliatelle alla Bolognese,
Florida red snapper, and thinly breaded veal. Save
room for the cheesecake and tiramisù. Closed Sun.
99 Court St, White Plains; 914.761.1818;
www.mulinosny.com

TOP

37

NANASE Sushi $$$$
Sushi master Yoshimichi Takeda (Nobu,
Masa) and his pristine cuts of fish are the
star at this 18-seat spot that feels like a little slice of
Japan hidden away in White Plains. The omakase
(from $85) is a must-order. Closed Wed. 522
Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains; 914.285.5351

TOP

37

ROYAL PALACE Indian $$
Expect all the standards like tandoori chicken, biryani,
and fragrant curries from this restaurant and caterer.
Lunch buffet offered every day; dinner buffet Mon to
Thurs. 77 Knollwood Rd, White Plains; 914.289.1988;
www.royalpalacecuisines.net
SAPORI Italian $$$
Indoor and outdoor seating — including partially
enclosed booths tucked into brick-lined alcoves — are
available at this 160-seat Italian eatery. 324 Central
Ave, White Plains; 914.684.8855;
www.saporiofwhiteplains.com
TRE ANGELINA Northern Italian $$$
This cozy, white-tablecloth Italian joint proffers the
flavors of Northern Italy. Closed Mon.
478 Mamaroneck Ave, White Plains; 914.686.0617;
www.treangelina.com
TVB BY: PAX ROMANA Italian $$
This White Plains spot brings a taste of Rome to
Westchester. Fresh pasta, like spaghetti alla
carbonara, and the authentic pizza are not to be
missed, but save room for bomboloni and gelato.
171 E Post Road, White Plains; 914.831.3303;
www.paxromanany.com

Yonkers
DOLPHIN Seafood $$$
The Rugova family runs this bi-level restaurant
serving up seafood, pasta, steaks, and big salads.
A 100-seat patio lends views of the Hudson River.
Late-night menu Thurs to Sat until 1 a.m. 1 Van
Der Donck St, Yonkers; 914.751.8170;
www.dolphinrbl.com
ISO JAPANESE Japanese $$$
From the owners of KOKU in Armonk, this Boyce
Thompson Center restaurant offers signature sushi
rolls, poke, and mains like organic basil chicken and
sesame tuna. 1086 N Broadway, Yonkers; 914.963.0777;
www.isoyonkers.com

PHOTO BY KEN GABRIELSEN

VIETNAM’S CENTRAL Vietnamese $$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★ (01/18)
Inspired by his native Vietnam, Chef Tuong Bui strikes
just the right balance of sweet, salty, bitter, sour, and
spicy at this hidden gem. 694 Central Ave, Scarsdale;
914.723.7222; www.vietnamscentral.com
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KOKU means ‘moment’
At KOKU, we aspire to embrace our customers with the
transcendent moments of a Japanese dining experience.
Modern • Intimate • Upbeat NYC vibes in downtown Armonk
Open Seven Days Serving Lunch, Dinner & Cocktails
Modern Japanese Sushi Bar • Lounge • Seafood
Happy Hour • Carry Out • Catering Events

Szechuan/Sichuan Restaurant
Come try our delicious Peking Duck!
Online Ordering Available

454 Main St, Armonk, NY • 914.730.0077 • Kokujapanese.com

the finest sushi in westchester!
2019 SPONSORED CONTENT OPPORTUNITY

FACES OF
WESTCHESTER BUSINESS

Voted the “Best Sushi” and
"Best Japanese Restaurant"
—Westchester Magazine

“A unique selection of rolls”
Rated Excellent!—Zagat 25

14 21 31

Rated “Very Good”—NY Times
"Best of the Decade"

—Westchester Magazine

faces of

WESTCHESTER
BUSINESS

2019

Introduce yourself to the Westchester business community with
Faces of Westchester Business, a special one-of-a-kind section, in
the Q1 issue of 914INC. Whether you are an expert in your field or just
starting out, let Westchester’s business elite know what makes you
and your business unique.

SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: JANUARY 7, 2019
PUBLICATION DATE: FEBRUARY 5, 2019
For more info call 914.345.0601 ext. 138 or
email sales@westchestermagazine.com.

Westchester's most recognized Japanese Restaurant,
known for its quality and creativity.

146 Main St., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 • (914) 591-0054
www.sushimikes.com
Online Ordering Available
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LE MOULIN EATERY & WINE BAR
French $$$$
Food ★★★½ Service ★★★ Atmosphere ★★★
(07/18)
At this 35-seat waterfront restaurant, the menu
is made up of elegant French fare like poulet
farci, filet mignon flamed with Armagnac, and
mussels Provençale. Closed Sun to Wed. 1
Pierpointe St, Yonkers; 914.469.6762;
www.lemoulineateryandwinebar.com
X2O XAVIARS ON THE HUDSON
New American $$$$
Venerated chef Peter Kelly’s restaurant
sits on the historic Yonkers Pier offering
breathtaking views of the Hudson River and his
famous cowboy rib-eye for two. The casual
Dylan Lounge boasts its own menu. Closed Mon.
71 Water Grant St, Yonkers; 914.965.1111;
www.xaviars.com

TOP

37

Rye Brook

136 S. Ridge St
Rye Brook, NY 10573
(914) 937-0900

Armonk

17 Maple Ave
Armonk, NY 10504
(914) 273-0900

ZUPPA Italian $$$
Paskual Dedi is the executive chef at this
urbane Italian restaurant serving creative
homemade pastas and top-notch entrées.
Three rooms are available for parties. Prix-fixe
lunch ($25) Mon to Fri. 59-61 Main St, Yonkers;
914.376.6500; www.zupparestaurant.com

Stamford

120 Washington Blvd
Stamford, CT 06902
(203) 703-9080

Brooklyn

445 Albee Square West
Brooklyn, NY 11201
(917) 947-9399

Yorktown

Yonkers

JEWEL OF HIMALAYA Nepalese $
Westchester’s only restaurant serving the
cuisine of Nepal and Tibet offers affordable
dishes — juicy momos (dumplings), dal, and

1086 N. Broadway
Yonkers, NY 10701
(914) 358-3595

traditional thukpa soup — at two county
locations. Closed Mon. 34 Triangle Ct, Yorktown
Heights; 914.302.2886; 751 Central Ave,
Scarsdale; 914.874.5506;
www.enjoyhimalaya.com

Regional Italian Cuisine

NEW YEAR’S EVE 4-COURSE PRIX-FIXE!
8:30 pm seating - Includes Champagne Toast
at Midnight and Breakfast at 1:30 a.m.
$
95 pp (plus tax & gratuity)
A la Carte Menu Available 5pm – 8pm

Call 914-948-3281 for Reservations
Private Party Room for up to 80 Guests

JOIN US ONLINE!

westchestermagazine.com

8 Church St., White Plains, NY
914.948.3281 • www.laboccaristorante.com

custom communications

Let’s create something your
audience will look forward to

custom publications • websites • annual reports • mobile applications
graphic design • event management • printing & direct mail • ad sales
Contact Rich Martinelli: 914-963-8300; richard.martinelli@todaymediainc.com
todaymediainc.com

PETER PRATT’S INN American $$$$
Located in a Revolutionary-era Colonial, the
restaurant oozes historic character. In the
kitchen, Chef Jonathan Pratt cooks seasonal
American food. Closed Mon and Tues. 673
Croton Heights Rd, Yorktown Heights;
914.962.4090; www.peterprattsinn.com

Nearby
FAMOUS GREEK KITCHEN Greek $$$
CIA-trained Chef Stavros Karipides runs
the kitchen at his family’s Byram Greek spot,
serving traditional Greek fare and four kinds
of ‘famous’ deep dish pizza. 10 N Water St,
Greenwich; 203.531.6887;
www.famousgreekkitchen.com
GABRIELE’S OF GREENWICH
Modern Steakhouse $$$$
Gabriele’s offers an elegant dining experience.
Order from the raw bar or try specialties, including
the lobster with chili-garlic oil, Russian king crab,
and Prime steaks. 35 Church St, Greenwich;
203.622.4223
MILL STREET BAR & TABLE
New American $$$$
Food ★★★ Service ★★★★ Atmosphere
★★★(02/17)
Partnerships with Westchester and Fairfield
County farms determine the menu at this
restaurant and oyster bar on the Port Chester
border. Closed Mon and Tues. 230 Mill St,
Greenwich; 203.813.3323;
www.millstreetct.com
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It’s Time To
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doctors wantCastto
yoursee
vote for all your

see you now.

favorite Westchester businesses at
westchestermagazine.com/bowvoting.
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*General voting runs from December 3rd at 9am to
January 23rd at 5pm.

*Food & Drink Elimination Rounds are January 28-February 24.
ewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia
University
Medical
Center
*Health & Beauty
Elimination
Rounds
are February 25-March 10.

now available right here in Westchester.

Results will be featured in the July 2019 issue of Westchester Magazine.

SAVE THE DATE!
Best of Westchester® Party

he best will do. At ColumbiaDoctors, you’ll find nationally recognized cardiologists;

Wednesday, July 24, 2019
Glen Island Harbour Club
www.bestofwestchester.com

at Columbia University Medical Center. They are experts on the most advanced cardiac

ve care. If you’re looking for the best cardiology care in Westchester, don’t wait.

RN MORE, VISIT COLUMBIADOCTORS.ORG
POINTMENT, CALL 1-877-4COLMDS (1-877-426-5637)

For sponsorship opportunities, email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
For general questions, email marketing@westchestermagazine.com.
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BEST OF WESTCHESTER® HALL OF FAME
F L O R A L C O M PA N Y

“Best Wedding Florist” - 2018
“Best Floral Decorators”
Six-Time Winner!

“Best Wedding Hair”
Readers Pick — 2018
“Best Hair”— 2017
“Best Make-up Artist”— 2017
“Best Make-up Artist”— 2014

Thank you for your continuous support
voting us Best of Westchester!

Full Service Hair Salon & Make-Up Studio

411 Mamaroneck Ave., Mamaroneck, NY
914.777.2800 • 1.800.ARCADIA
www.arcadiafloral.com

16A Fisher Ave., Tuckahoe, NY 10707
914.361.1265
www.ashleylaurenbeauty.com

“Best Makeup Artist”
Josephine Montemarano
— Readers Pick 2018
A Hair Salon providing color,
cut, style, keratin, facial, bridal package
and aromatherapy treatments.

145 Palisade Street, Suite 231
Dobbs Ferry, NY
914.478.4814
www.thebeautyparlorny.com

C U R AT E D FA R M H O U S E & C O N T E M P O R A RY S T Y L E S

“BEST Preschool in Westchester”
— 2014, 2016, 2017
“BEST Private School in Westchester”
— 2016, 2018
Building Our Future One Leader at a Time!

172 White Plains Road, Bronxville, NY
(914) 337.3202
www.thechapelschool.org

Voted Best of Westchester
2007 - 2018
“Best Furniture Store”
“Best Accessory Store”
“Best Kids, Teen & Baby Store”
“Best Window Treatment Shop”
230 Rte.117 Bypass Road Bedford Hills, NY 10507
914-241-7000 • www.countrywillow.com

“Readers pick for Best
Cosmetic Surgery” — 2017
“Editors pick for Best Cosmetic
Eye Surgeon” — 2018

“Best Home Inspector”
Steven Silva, Owner/ Inspector
Best of Westchester 2016

1230 Mamaroneck Ave #203,
White Plains, NY (914) 997-2646
www.drlopagupta.com

Estate Inspection Group Inc.
914.323.8277
www.estateinspectiongroup.com

“Best Facial,” “Best Laser
Hair Removal,” “Best Massage”
Ten-Year Consecutive Winner

Adult & Children’s
Cooking Classes.
Language Classes
and MORE!

Your full service medical spa.
Tucked away in the heart of Rye
20 Purdy Ave., Ste.#1, Rye, NY
(914) 921-3265
www.eurolaserservices.com
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Quality. Comprehensive. Professional.

One Generoso Pope Place Tuckahoe, NY 10707

914.771.8700 WICCNY.org
Westchester's Best Philanthropist 2018

“Best Candle Shop” —2017
“Best Specialty Store” —2018
All Natural Candles and
Body products. Once you try
our products you will be hooked.

25 Depot Plaza Bedford Hills, NY
(914) 218-8357
www.customcandleco.com

“Best Indie Eyewear Selection” – 2017
“Best Eyeglasses Shop” – 2002
Transforming patients and customers
into family and friends!!

575 Main Street, Armonk
(914) 273-7337
747 White Plains Road, Scarsdale
(914) 723-5800
www.eyedesignsofwestchester.com

“Best Place to Buy Motorcycles”
— Readers Pick 2018
2018 Ducati Dealer of the year for America

179 North Highland Ave., Ossining, NY
914.762.2722
www.hudsonvalleymotorcycles.com
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L

Train
CYCLING STUDIO

“Best Irish Pub” – 2018

“Best Spin Class” —2018

J.P. Doyle’s... Featured On The
Travel Channel’s “Man Vs. Food”

Westchester’s Premier
Cycling Studio.
See you on the bike!

48 Beekman Ave, Sleepy Hollow, NY
(914) 631-3015
www.jpdoyles.com

2005 Palmer Ave., Larchmont
(914) 833-7746
www.ltrainfit.com

OAKLEY’S
CAR WASH
“Best Car Wash” — 2014-2018
Westchester’s Best Car Wash
Just Got Better!
New State of the Art Wash Tunnel
New Volcano Lava Bath
New In Line Carnuba Wax

2435 Central Park Ave., Yonkers, NY
(914) 779-7760

“Best Landscape Designer”
Readers’ Pick—2018
Creating high style,
low maintenance gardens.

(914) 315-9345
www.lzgardener.com

®

PiPer’s
PiPer’sKilt
Kilt

restaurant
restaurant&&tavern
tavern
Readers’ Pick
“Best Pet Boarding” — 2017
“Best Dog Groomer” — 2018
“Best Dog Trainer” — 2018

Established
1964
Established
1964

“The
BestBest
Hamburger
in Town”
“The
Hamburger
in Town”
“Best Hamburger”
Readers’
Pick,
—Westchester
Magazine,
BestBest
of Westchester®
—Westchester
Magazine,
of Westchester®
2015,2002/2003/2004/2005/2006/2008/2009
2016
&
2017
2002/2003/2004/2005/2006/2008/2009
“Best Hamburger & Bar”—
2002-2009
Voted
"Best
Bar"
Voted
"Best
Bar"
“Best of
the
Decade”
2011
—Westchester
Magazine,
BestBest
of Westchester®
20072007
—Westchester
Magazine,
of Westchester®

Thanks
To all
ourour
paTrons
for for
voTing
Thanks
To all
paTrons
voTing
Award-Winning
Pub
Open 7 Days a Week 7am to 10 pm
us “B
Burger
” Food
7 years
in ain
row
! !
usesT
“BesT
Burger
” 7 years
a row
& Sports Bar for 39 years.
589 N. State Rd., Briarcliff Manor, NY Full Full
Menu
Served
- 11:30
am til
am am
Menu
Served
- 11:30
am12:30
til 12:30
White Plains Rd., Eastchester, NY
914-458-4181
Seven
Days433
a Week
Seven
Days
a Week
914-779-5772 • www.piperskilt.com
www.petsagogo.com
Saturdays
& Sundays
Brunch
Saturdays
& Sundays
Brunch
pm tilpm
3:00
pm pm
12:00
til 3:00
12:00
Full service
bar featuring
Full service
bar featuring
10 beers
on tap
10 beers
on tap
433 433
White
Plains
Rd. (Rt.22)
White
Plains
Rd. (Rt.22)
Eastchester,
NY 10709
Eastchester,
NY 10709

“Best Funky Gifts”
—2018

“Best Colorist”
Nick Trombetta

Serving up snark, sugar, sweary socks
and Unicorn Snot since 2016.

Featured in Westchester Magazine as one
of the County’s Most Sensational Salons.

194 Katonah Ave., Katonah, NY
(914) 301-5396
www.popkatonah.com

182 E. Post Rd., White Plains, NY
914-428-3555
www.salonmaffei.com

“Best Market (North)” —2014
“Best Meat Counter” —2015
“Best Fresh-Foods
Supermarket” —2017
Every year Turco’s just gets better.
Quality, Service and great prices!
380 Downing Dr.,Yorktown Heights, NY
914-243-9100 www.turcos.com
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(914)
779-5772
(914)
779-5772
Eastchester
. Bronx
. Inwood
Eastchester
. Bronx
. Inwood

Voted the “Best Sushi” and
“Best Japanese Restaurant”
—Westchester Magazine

Thank you to the best customers for
voting for us year after year.
146 Main St., Dobbs Ferry, NY
914.591-0054
www.sushimikes.com

It’s Time To

E
VOBT
EST!
FOR THE

Cast your vote for all your favorite
Westchester businesses at
westchestermagazine.com/bowvoting.

SAVE THE DATE!
Best of
Westchester® Party
Wed., July 24, 2019
Glen Island Harbour Club

www.bestofwestchester.com

12/17/18 2:05 PM

WESTCHESTER/
HUDSON VALLEY WEDDINGS
presents

A Boutique Bridal Brunch
SAVE THE DATE!

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019
(Snow Date: March 3, 2019)
12pm-3pm
Surf Club on the Sound
New Rochelle, NY

For Vendor Opportunities
call 914.345.0601 ext. 138 or email
sales@westchestermagazine.com.
Brides Register for Free at
westchestermagazine.com/unveiled.
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Big Latin

PHOTO BY GREGG CESTARO

Time to heat up winter in Westchester.
Latin-pop sensation and nine-time
Austin Music Award winner Gina Chavez
is taking the stage for a night of energetic
music at The Performing Arts Center in
Purchase. Spend the evening experiencing
Chavez’s bilingual hits, which blend such
disparate genres as bossa nova, reggae,
folk, and vintage pop on Jan 19.
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coming attractions

Best
Bets

Our favorite reasons to
get out of the house this
month By Siera Nezaj

Calling all dance lovers. The Palace
Stamford is hosting a Young
Choreographers Festival this month,
giving students a chance to create
their own expressive dances and
showcase their artistic talent. Fourteen
choreographers, between the ages of
13 and 18, will showcase dancers
performing their tap, contemporary
ballet, jazz, and modern pieces.

Jan
6
Jan
26

Toxic Shock

Jan 18
–
Mar 23

This month, The Pelham Art Center will
showcase a fascinating collection of sculptures,
paintings, and mixed-media work examining the
subjects of toxicity, nature, and the potential for
regeneration. HyperAccumulators is a group
exhibition inspired by flora and fauna capable of
thriving in polluted soils. Heavy in color, materials,
and surface texture, the works have been curated by
Alexandra Rutsch Brock and Elizabeth Saperstein.

HYPERACCUMULATORS PHOTO: DOROTHY ROBINSON, OFF THE GRID, 36 X 36, OIL ON CANVAS, 2018; DANCERS PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PALACE

The Young and
the Graceful

Animal Magnetism
Puppets, lights, and color bring The Hungry Caterpillar & Other
Eric Carle Favourites to life onstage this month at The Tarrytown
Music Hall. Family members of all ages are invited to watch as
characters Little Cloud and Mixed-Up Chameleon follow the Very
Hungry Caterpillar on an adventure through the zoo and in the
process learn the lesson of self-acceptance.
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Movie Magic

Kick-start the New Year by reliving the magic of Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry during this whimsical evening. The Jacob Burns Film Center’s screening of
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone will be followed by a Reel Talk discussion
with the theater’s Kids Film Programmer, Emily Ohara. It all amounts to one
magical night of broomsticks, Quidditch, and butter beer.

ARTSWESTCHESTER PHOTO BY MARY ALICE FRANKLIN

HYPERACCUMULATORS PHOTO: DOROTHY ROBINSON, OFF THE GRID, 36 X 36, OIL ON CANVAS, 2018; DANCERS PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PALACE

Jan
12

Rock Royalty

Jan
11

Power-pop Icons The Smithereens will take the
stage alongside Robin Wilson of Gin Blossoms for
an evening of music at The Ridgefield Playhouse.
Known for hits like “A Girl Like You” and “Blood and
Roses,” the Jersey-based band is one of the top
pop groups to emerge from the 1980s.

Laugh Master

Jan
4

Catch Grammy-nominated
funnyman and author Bobby Collins
at the Tarrytown Music Hall this month for
a night of comedy commiserating about
the human experience. With hundreds of
performances across the country under his belt,
including a standup act at the White House,
Collins’ talent for cracking wise will likely leave
comedy fans gasping for air.

Jan
Happy Hour 2.0

10

Looking for a great place to hold that hot date or maybe just somewhere to
unwind with colleagues? Stop by ArtsWestchester’s Gallery Nite Out: Craft
Beer and Brushstrokes for a twist on the classic sip and paint night. Sample
beer from Diner Brew Co. and enjoy a few light bites while taking lessons from
a teaching artist all in ArtsWestchester’s White Plains space. A warning to all
would-be artists: Seating is on a limited first-come, first-served basis.
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JUDAH TAYLOR
guide him to the stage. “This year, it is actually a school
for grades six through 10. We started only with grades
six and seven,” says Collins of the highly competitive
magnet housed in Thornton High School. “We have a
band and an orchestra, as well as an outstanding dance
program. Our musical theater has even won some accolades through the Metro Awards.”
As with Taylor’s mother, it was Judah’s voice that first
convinced Collins she had something truly special on her
hands. “I was in the middle school, pressing students
about an upcoming play, and Judah had the most questions,” she recalls. “He was very curious, and this was before he even saw the show. So I said to him, ‘If after you
see the show, you think you’re really interested, you
should audition.’ And when he came to the audition and
sang, I thought, Oh my goodness, who is this child?”
Taylor soon appeared in the school’s production of
Raisin, for which he snagged his own Metro Award and

PHOTO BY DOUG HYUN

top billing

RIght: Judah
Taylor on the
Staten Island
set of Central
Park Five. Left:
Taylor behind
the scenes.

From School
to Screen
Mount Vernon eighth grader Judah Taylor discusses
his part in a new Netflix miniseries by acclaimed
director Ava DuVernay. BY PAUL ADLER

J

udah Taylor was pretty much your average kid before his mother noticed a
particular talent for performance. “I was 3 when I first started in the arts,”
says the 14-year-old Mount Vernon native. “I started singing at churches, and
then my mom said, ‘Wow, you can really sing! You should keep doing it,’ so I
kept singing.”
Those golden pipes would eventually lead to a part in an anticipated new Netflix
miniseries, Central Park Five, starring Michael K. Williams, John Leguizamo, and
Vera Farmiga. The drama, which comes out this spring, is helmed by Golden Globeand Oscar-nominated director Ava DuVernay, known for such hits as Selma and A
Wrinkle in Time.
However, before Taylor found himself emoting for media giants, he began his work
at The Performing and Visual Arts Magnet School in Mount Vernon, which he has
attended since the sixth grade and whose founder and director, Evelyn Collins, helped

later played several parts in the off-Broadway production
of the musical 13. After his mother put him on an acting
app, Taylor immediately began receiving offers for commercials and other small parts. Yet, what Taylor eventually settled on was far more consequential than a simple
TV ad.
Renowned director Ava DuVernay had begun filming a miniseries about the Central Park Five, a group
of young men of color who were wrongfully convicted
of the rape of a New York City jogger in 1989 and who
spent years in prison as a result. “I wanted to be involved in [the project] because it really is something
that was very important that happened back then,”
notes Taylor. “I believe four of those men were black
and one was Latino, and they were accused of something that they didn’t do. I’m getting to the age that
they were now and I think, Wow, what if that was me?”
Collins agrees that the play’s subject matter remains
painfully relevant to young men like Taylor across the
country in the wake of such tragedies as the Trayvon
Martin shooting. “It is so important for someone of
Judah’s age to have that history and to understand that
[case], because things haven’t really changed that much
in our society,” explains Collins. “Being a young black
male, he always has to be aware of where he is, how he
dressed, and what he is doing. So that gives the role a
lot of profundity, and it encouraged him to delve deeper
and learn more about those men.”
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Once he arrived on the Staten
Island set, Taylor was stunned by the
scale of the production. “I was pretty
excited, wondering what it was going
to be like for my first time on set,”
shares Taylor. “When I got there, it
was really amazing. We were in a prison, and there were smoke and cameras everywhere. Wherever you walked,
they had people watching on tablets
connected to the cameras. It was pretty cool.”
During the shoot, Taylor also made
one particularly notable friend. “I
wasn’t expecting Ava DuVernay to be
in the same room. But she looked at
me and said, ‘What’s your name?’ and

Consignment at its finest!
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Luxury Labels

Featuring Luxury Designers & Contemporary Labels • New items added daily!
Handbags • Clothing • Shoes • Fine & Costume Jewelry

Mention this ad and get

Up To

20% OFF

50% OFF
Sale Items
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Also Visit us at: 191 King St., Chappaqua, NY
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Open Thurs. - Sun.

LuxeLuxuryLabels

Director Ava
DuVernay
and Taylor

I was just looking at her like, Are you
talking to me?” says Taylor. “She repeated the question, and I said, ‘My
name is Judah,’ and then she gave directions. After that I wanted to get to
know her more, so I began talking to
her. She laughed and she started to record me and put me on her Instagram.
It was a great experience.”
The day of filming cemented a love
of acting that for Taylor is a way to
both transcend and better understand
his own life. “Acting is amazing. You
can be anyone you want!” he says.
“You can be Abraham Lincoln; you
can be a superhero, a ninja, a lawyer,
even yourself — it’s just a world of everything.”
And yet despite the Netflix
pedigree and his time spent
hobnobbing with big-name directors,
when asked what lies ahead, it
becomes immediately clear that Taylor
remains a middle-schooler at heart.
“What I am looking forward to is
really just school plays and growing as
an actor,” he says, before adding with
a smile, “and dinner!”

FABRICATORS
INSTALLERS
CUSTOM DESIGNERS

Tile • Mosaic • Slab

535 5th Ave . New Rochelle, NY 10801 • 914-632-3110

Designed by Vicente Wolfe
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art

ArtsWestchester’s New Senior Deputy Director

George King

O

By Paul Adler

ne of the crown jewels of the county’s
cultural framework,
ArtsWestchester has long championed some of the region’s most
innovative exhibitions and artists.
Now, CEO Janet Langsam has a
new right-hand man in George
King, a former executive director of both The Georgia O’Keeffe
Museum in Santa Fe, NM, and
Westchester’s own Katonah
Museum of Art, who has signed
on as the organization’s new
senior deputy director. We asked
King how he arrived at his new
position and just what lies in store
for ArtsWestchester under his
guidance.
How did you end up
working at ArtsWestchester?
There was a deputy director here before
me named Joann Mongelli. Once Joann
left, people on ArtsWestchester’s board
suggested that I might be interested in
filling the position. After Janet and I
started talking about how we could work
together, what I might do here, and what
projects she’s working on, she decided to
offer me the position. I’m just thrilled to
be here working for Janet — to be part of
this fast-moving train that she’s created.
Obviously, it couldn’t be a better fit for
me, and I’m so thrilled to be here.
What will your new role consist of?
It basically means helping Janet oversee all
aspects here that have to do with fundraising, relationships with government officials
around the county, and with the New York
State Council for the Arts. I also help build
and maintain relationships with individuals who support the organization and with
all the foundations and corporations that
support the arts in some way or another. In
addition, I help to manage the staff here,

GEORGE KING PHOTO BY BARRY MASON

Ongoing through January 6
RETOOLED: HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE
HECHINGER COLLECTION. Work from 28
different artists is arranged into an extraordinary
collection that explores the subject of tools
through satire, beauty, and personal reflection.
Bruce Museum, Greenwich (203.869.0376;
www.brucemuseum.org)
Ongoing through January 13
RICHARD MCGUIRE: THE WAY THERE
AND BACK. This solo exhibition features a
sculptural combination of more than 100 objects
representing the culture and history of New
York City. The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum,
Ridgefield (203.438.4519; www.aldrichart.org)
Ongoing through January 13
THE DOMESTIC PLANE: NEW PERSPECTIVES
ON TABLETOP ART OBJECTS. Organized by
five curators, this meta-group exhibition features
five different chapters with work from more
than 70 artists. Objects Like Us, On Edge, Kitchen
Arrangement, Handheld, and Almost Everything on
the Table each present a new and invigorating
take on tabletop art. The Aldrich Contemporary Art
Museum, Ridgefield (203.438.4519;
www.aldrichart.org)
Ongoing through January 19
HELENA HERNMARCK: WEAVING IN
PROGRESS. Featuring work from textile artist
Helena Hernmarck, this exhibit of 20 tapestries
invites visitors to experience the complex
and unique art form of weaving up-close. The
Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum, Ridgefield
(203.438.4519; www.aldrichart.org)
Ongoing through January 20
MAYA LIN: A RIVER IS A DRAWING. Witness
the intersection of art and nature as Maya Lin
explores the movement and presence of the
Hudson River in special collaboration with the
Hudson River Museum. Hudson River Museum,
Yonkers (914.963.4550; www.hrm.org)
Ongoing through January 30
GLENVIEW HISTORIC HOME TOUR. There
are plenty of opportunities to learn about the
significance of the Glenview household during
these daily, guided tours, taking history buffs
through six period rooms of 1877. Hudson River
Museum, Yonkers (914.963.4550; www.hrm.org)
January 6
RISING STARS. Catch a glimpse of the impressive
work of young artists at this annual student
exhibition, featuring more than 100 pieces of
ceramic artwork produced over the past year. Clay
Art Center, Port Chester (914.937.2047;
www.clayartcenter.org)
January 18
HYPERACCUMULATORS OPENING
RECEPTION. Enjoy light refreshments and
discussions with the artists of The Pelham Art
Center’s newest exhibition, HyperAccumulations,
which explores the connection between nature,
toxicity, and regeneration. The Pelham Art Center,
Pelham (914.738.2525; www.pelhamartcenter.org/)

THREE QUESTIONS FOR...

which includes curatorial staff, fundraising
staff, educational staff, PR/marketing staff,
IT staff, and other arms of the fundraising
world.
What lies ahead for the organization
under your guidance?
I do have some plans and some ideas,
but I’m not the director, and I’m going to
work with Janet on [any major changes].
However, people are realizing that the arts
are extremely important to the development of young minds. You’ve heard of
STEM, the educational initiative, we call
it “STEAM” here, and it’s something that
we really believe in and promote. But
more specifically, to your question, it’s to
let people not forget about the impact of
the arts — not just economically, but in
everybody’s daily life. I think that in our
fast-paced world, where technology has
overtaken us, I’d like to bring notable artists, young and old, to the floor and make
sure that they are heard and that they are
recognized for their talent.
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“You both are
true masters

when it comes to dental work.
My teeth are picture perfect!
Not only is my smile truly amazing,
but by widening my smile, you have
completely transformed my face.”
— Melissa Marcogliese,
WAG’s 2010 Makeover

film
January 5
HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER’S
STONE. Relive the magic of Harry Potter’s first
adventure at Hogwarts School of Witchcraft
and Wizardry, featuring performances by
Alan Rickman, Maggie Smith, and Julie
Walters. Jacob Burns Film Center, Pleasantville
(914.747.5555; www.burnsfilmcenter.org)
January 6
CALL OF LIFE: FACING THE MASS
EXTINCTION. This one-hour documentary
is part of the Bruce Museum’s Fred Elser First
Sunday Science series, allowing audiences to
learn more about the Earth’s ability to support
life. Bruce Museum, Greenwich (203.869.0376;
www.brucemuseum.org)
January 15
NT LIVE: THE TRAGEDY OF KING RICHARD II.
Enjoy a theatrical performance of Shakespeare’s
visceral tale of greed and power with this part
of the World Stage on Screen series. Seasoned
Shakespearian actor Simon Russell Beale
spearheads the production as Richard II, in a
performance theater lovers will not want to
miss. Jacob Burns Film Center, Pleasantville
(914.747.5555; www.burnsfilmcenter.org)
January 17
WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? Director Astra Taylor
joins the Jacob Burns Film Center for a Q&A
centered around her diverse, philosophical film
that questions what democracy is, where it
came from, and how it functions. Jacob Burns
Film Center, Pleasantville (914.747.5555;
www.burnsfilmcenter.org)
January 22
LINCOLN CENTER THEATER: THE KING
AND I. Tony-winning actress Kelli O’Hara joins
Ken Watanabe in this iconic musical, featuring
beloved numbers such as “Getting to Know
You” and “Shall We Dance.” Jacob Burns Film
Center, Pleasantville (914.747.5555;
www.burnsfilmcenter.org)
January 22
FRENCH CINEMATHEQUE: THE GUARDIANS.
This heart-wrenching drama will leave
audiences enraptured with the story of a family
separated when the men are drafted during
World War I and the women are left to tend
to the family farm. The Avon Theatre, Stamford
(203.967.3660; www.avontheatre.org)
January 30
DOCUMENTARY NIGHT: THE WORLD
BEFORE YOUR FEET. Witness one man’s
journey across New York City as he quits his
engineering job to walk every road and path. A
post-film Q&A will take place with filmmaker
Jeremy Workman. The Avon Theatre, Stamford
(203.967.3660; www.avontheatre.org)

music Classical & Opera

January 13
MET OPERA IN HD: ADRIANA LECOUVREUR
(CILEA). Starring soprano Anna Netrebko, this
dazzling performance screening tells the true
story of French actress Adriana Lecouvreur
and her rise to fame. The Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)

A

contest winner

B

As part of the “Extreme Makeover” team as
seen on ABC-TV, Dr. Magid has created the
beautiful smiles of TV and stage personalities
and some of your Westchester neighbors.
They just look so natural you can’t tell. As an
Associate Professor of Esthetics, he teaches
dentists from around the world the techniques
and artistry of cosmetic dentistry. Along
with Dr. Sabrina Magid-Katz, they offer the
latest technology in dental care including the
ability to see what you would look like with a
cosmetic makeover with just a photo.

LADYSMITH
BLACK MAMBAZO
Thu, Feb 7 @ 7:30PM

Top Dentist Winner
2009 - 2018

WESTCHESTER’S MOST
INTIMATE CONCERT VENUE
JAN 12 | LEZ ZEPPELIN | ROCK
JAN 26 | LEADING LADIES
OF BROADWAY | BROADWAY
FEB 15 | FRANK SOLIVAN &
DIRTY KITCHEN | BLUEGRASS
MAR 01 | THE EARLS OF LEICESTER
BLUEGRASS
MAR 08 | LISA HOWARD | BROADWAY
MAR 10 | AMERICAN BRASS QUINTET
CLASSICAL

Advanced Dentistry
of Westchester
PLLC

MAR 29 | COMEDIANS FROM
“THE LATE SHOW WITH
STEPHEN COLBERT” | COMEDY

WORLD CLASS. RIGHT HERE!
BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

EMELIN.ORG | 914.698.0098
153 library lane, mamaroneck, ny

163 Halstead Avenue • Harrison, NY
914.835.0542

If you want to learn about the advanced technologies we
use or the comments from our patients visit our web page
at www.ADofW.com and visit us on
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Sage performs at White Plains JazzFest 2017
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January 16
FREE CHAMBER MUSIC WITH THE
PHIL. With Will DeVos on the horn, Nicole
Sharlow-Diaz on the violin, and pianist
Mariko Furukawa at the keys, this trio
performs the work of 19th-century German
composer Brahms. Westchester Philharmonic,
White Plains (914.682.3707;
www.westchesterphil.org)
January 26
CMS OF LINCOLN CENTER: ESTEEMED
ENSEMBLE. This quartet of renowned
musicians takes the stage to perform
compositions from Brahms, Suk, and
Dvorák, featuring pianist Wu Han. The
Performing Arts Center, Purchase College,
Purchase (914.251.6200; www.artscenter.org)
January 26—January 27
GREENWICH SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA.
Trumpeter Ryan Anthony, violinist Krystof
Witek, and oboe player Diane Lesser lead
performances of compositions by Bach and
Arutiunian. Greenwich Symphony Orchestra,
Greenwich (203.869.2664;
www.greenwichsymphony.org/)

music

Jazz, Folk, Rock & Pop

Check out artswestchester.org
for fun things to do.

January 3
ISABELLA ROSE. Isabella Rose is joined
by her newly formed all-female backup
band for a performance of her diverse
repertoire, featuring everything from slow,
heartfelt ballads to powerful, alt-rock
jams. The Turning Point Café, Piermont
(845.359.1089;
www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 4
MARTIN SEXTON. Guitarist and vocalist
Martin Sexton is joined by soulful singer
Chris Trapper, performing songs such as
“Masters of Sex” and “Parenthood.” The
Towne Crier Café, Beacon (845.855.1300;
www.towncrier.com)

Jan 17

KACEY
MUSGRAVES
at The Capitol
Theatre,
Port Chester

WAKE UP WITH WESTCHESTER’S #1 RADIO STATION!

Weekday Mornings 5AM - 1OAM
whud.com
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#PAC1819
January 4
SHILELAGH LAW. Enjoy the cultural
combination of Irish and New York-style
song with a variety of jigs, reels, and new
ditties that will have audiences dancing all
night long. The Turning Point Café, Piermont
(845.359.1089; www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 5
SATURDAY SALON: FEATURING PAULINE
AND ROBERT HILL. The Towne Crier’s
Saturday Salon series continues with this
father-daughter duo as they sing original
songs with a unique Americana-roots sound.
The Towne Crier Café, Beacon (845.855.1300;
www.towncrier.com)
January 5
THE GENESIS SHOW: SECONDS OUT.
This dedicated cover band pays tribute to
the music masters of Genesis with a full
rendition of their live album Seconds Out.
Classic-rock lovers will be blown away by this
faithful performance. The Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 5
THE KENNEDYS. Musical artists Pete and
Maura perform songs from their album
Safe Until Tomorrow, including “Don’t Talk
to Strangers” and “Be Silent No More.” The
Turning Point Café, Piermont (845.359.1089;
www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 11
BROKEN ARROW: A MUSICAL TRIBUTE
TO NEIL YOUNG. Celebrating the Canadian
singer/songwriter and rock legend Neil Young,
this talented group of musicians jams out
to hits such as “Harvest Moon” and “Out on
the Weekend.” Tarrytown Music Hall, Tarrytown
(914.631.3390; www.tarrytownmusichall.org)
January 11
JOE LOUIS WALKER BAND. Revered blues
artist Joe Louis Walker is joined by a set of
fantastic instrumentalists for an evening of
songs such as “Gospel Blues” and “Man of
Many Words.” The Towne Crier Café, Beacon
(845.855.1300; www.towncrier.com)
January 11
THE SMITHEREENS. Joined by Gin Blossoms
frontman Robin Wilson, this 1960s-influenced
rock band perform their greatest hits,
including “A Girl Like You” and “Blue
Period.” The Ridgefield Playhouse, Ridgefield
(203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 11
TURN BACK THE CAP: 1980S, FEATURING
JESSIE’S GIRL. The Capitol Theatre is
throwing it back to the age of John Hughes,
shoulder pads, and Rick Springfield with this
’80s pop group that dresses up as iconic
characters of the time to perform covers of
their greatest hits. The Capitol Theatre, Port
Chester (914.937.4126;
www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 18
GARLAND JEFFREYS BAND. Longtime
singer/songwriter Garland Jeffreys has worked
with incredible artists, including Sonny Rollins
and James Taylor, but now he gets to shine
onstage with works of his own. The Towne
Crier Café, Beacon (845.855.1300;
www.towncrier.com)

The Center for Cosmetic Dentistry

Exquisite form and function...

January
19 Gina Chavez
26 CMS of Lincoln Center
Esteemed Ensemble

February
2

DIAVOLO:
Architecture in Motion®
10 Westchester Philharmonic
Friends and Family
16 Robin Spielberg
March
2 CMS of Lincoln
Center Hungarian Fire
9 Lea DeLaria
10 Trusty Sidekick Theatre
Shadow Play
16 Aspen Santa Fe Ballet
23 Portland Cello Project
Homage to Radiohead
30 Jazz at The Center
with Cyrille Aimée
April
7 Tiempo Libre
7 Westchester Philharmonic
All-Beethoven Season Finale
20 The Triplets of Belleville
25 BODYTRAFFIC

Smiles rejuvenated by
Dr. Rioseco
and our on-site dental lab
Robert L Rioseco, DMD, FAGD

914•761•8229

For the full season schedule,
please visit our website.

147 Underhill Avenue
West Harrison, NY 10604

WWW.ZENDENTIST.COM

artscenter.org
914.251.6200
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Join Us In Celebration of the Top Designers in Westchester and Hudson Valley!
Finalists will be featured in the Spring issue of Westchester Home and at
westchestermagazine.com/designawards. Winners will be announced LIVE at our
2019 Design Awards Celebration!

MARCH 28, 2019

Chappaqua Performing Arts Center
6pm-9pm
#HomeDesignAwards

For tickets and more information visit westchestermagazine.com/designawards.
For sponsorship information call 914.345.0601 x138 or email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
BRONZE SPONSORS

WORLD CLASS ROCK
FOR NEW YORK’S BACKYARD
1071THEPEAK.COM

January 12
LEZ ZEPPELIN. This is a tribute band with
a twist, featuring an all-female quartet
celebrating the 50th anniversary of the album
that started it all, Zeppelin I. Rock fans will
not want to miss this girl group’s authentic
remake of songs like “Since I’ve Been Loving
You” and “On the Rocks.” The Emelin Theatre,
Mamaroneck (914.689.0098; www.emelin.org)
January 12
THE BOOKENDS BAND. Performing songs
that span their 40-plus-year career, this vocally
focused group performs covers ranging from
classical to modern rock and hip-hop. The
Capitol Theatre, Port Chester (914.937.4126;
www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 17
FIG AND THE SABER TOOTH TRIO.
Experience the sound of two great bands for
the price of one with this show featuring a
duo of trios with plenty of songs to share. The
Turning Point Café, Piermont (845.359.1089;
www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 17
KACEY MUSGRAVES. Country Music Awardwinning artist Kacey Musgraves is in the golden
hour of her music career, performing songs from
her first hit album Same Trailer, Different Park,
along with some newer tunes, such as “Love Is
a Wild Thing.” The Capitol Theatre, Port Chester
(914.937.4126; www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 18—January 20
JOE RUSSO’S ALMOST DEAD. This
talented musical quintet performs some of
the most complex songs from The Grateful
Dead’s discography, featuring guitarist Scott
Metzger and drummer Joe Russo. Audiences
will have three chances to catch this
passionate performance as the band plays
back-to-back nights all weekend long. The
Capitol Theatre, Port Chester (914.937.4126;
www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 18
THE EVERLY SET AND CHAIN GANG. Enjoy
a mix of popular covers from iconic artists
such as The Beach Boys, Simon & Garfunkel,
and Billy Joel during this performance by the
Billy Joel tribute band Chain Gang and the
supercharged rock ’n’ roll group The Everly Set.
The Towne Crier Café, Beacon (845.855.1300;
www.towncrier.com)
January 19
GINA CHAVEZ. Latin pop star Gina Chavez
brings her award-winning vocals to the
Performing Arts Center, mixing genres and
cultures for her astounding performance.
The Performing Arts Center, Purchase College,
Purchase (914.251.6200; www.artscenter.org)
January 19
THE TYRONE COTTON BAND. Blues vocalist
and talented guitarist Tyrone Cotton is backed
by a full band as he performs some of his own
songs, such as “Man Like Me” and “Rosie.” The
Turning Point Café, Piermont (845.359.1089;
www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 24
STRANGE WEATHER. Singer/songwriter Sean
Brennan brings together a rotating cast of
musicians for his experimental performance,
melding classic rock and enticing dance beats
to create songs such as “Waters of Body” and
“Lonely Romance.” The Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
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January 24
THE WOOD BROTHERS. Special guest
Priscilla Renea joins this Americana-soul
band for an evening of smooth sound, with
songs from their latest album One Drop
of Truth. The Capitol Theatre, Port Chester
(914.937.4126; www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 25
DREW BALDRIDGE. Get ready to groove
to singer/songwriter Drew Baldridge,
featuring his debut single “Dance With Ya”
that is sure to get country-music lovers
hooked on his sound. The Palace Theatre,
Stamford (203.325.4466;
www.palacestamford.org)
January 25
THE LORDS OF 52ND STREET: THE
LEGENDS OF THE BILLY JOEL BAND.
Featuring original members of Billy Joel’s
backup band of the ’70s and ’80s, this tribute
group is sure to rock the house with his most
beloved tunes, including “Uptown Girl” and
“Only the Good Die Young.” The Ridgefield
Playhouse, Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 26
THE MACCABEATS. Don’t miss this a
cappella collective that started out as a
student vocal group and quickly grew into
a celebrated phenomenon, performing
popular songs such as “Brave” and “Les
Misérables.” White Plains Performing Arts
Center, White Plains (914.328.1600;
www.wppac.com)
January 26
PIGEONS PLAYING PING-PONG.
Blending psychedelic beats and
experimental electronics, this whimsical
band brings an engaging energy to the
stage as they play songs from their latest
four-piece album, Pizazz. The Capitol
Theatre, Port Chester (914.937.4126;
www.thecapitoltheatre.com)
January 27
BACK TO THE GARDEN 1969. Woodstock
enthusiasts came together to form this
musical group, paying tribute to songs of the
era, including artists such as The Grateful
Dead and Janis Joplin. The Turning Point Café,
Piermont (845.359.1089;
www.turningpointcafe.com)
January 31
GET THE LED OUT. This astounding
Led Zeppelin tribute band returns to the
Ridgefield stage with energy and passion
as they perform classic-rock staples such
as “Stairway to Heaven” and “Whole Lotta
Love.” The Ridgefield Playhouse, Ridgefield
(203.438.5795; www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)

dance

January 6
BOLSHOI BALLET IN HD: DON QUIXOTE.
Inspired by the extraordinarily influential
Spanish novel, Bolshoi Ballet breathes
life into a tale of heroism and romance,
featuring flamenco dancers, gypsies, dryads,
and much more. The Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)

H. Majlessi, M.D., FACS, FICS
Member, European Venous Forum

Vida Yasmin, M.D.

Diplomat of American Board of Anesthesia
Diplomat of American Board of Medicine
Member, Photomedicine Society

Our book: PERFECT LEGS available on Amazon.com
Park Avenue Vein-Laser Center (212) 288-8100
Rye Vein-Laser Center (914) 967-0400
www.perfectleg.com
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2019

LAST CHANCE FOR NOMINATIONS!
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TheDocardiologist
you know someone in the healthcare

other doctors
tomade
see a difference?
industrywant
who has

will see you now.

the community, an individual, or an organization,
nominate him or her as a Healthcare Hero.

Healthcare
Heroes Luncheon
May 16, 2019
T:10.875"

The cardiologists of NewYork-Presbyterian/Columbia University Medical Center
If you know someone who has positively impacted
are now available right here in Westchester.

SAVE THE
DATE!

B:11.125"

Westchester Magazine’s 6th Annual Healthcare
Heroes Awards will celebrate individuals who
continuously go above and beyond in their daily job
responsibilities.

Mulino’s at
Lake Isle

Deadline to Nominate: WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019
When it comes to your heart, only the best will do. At ColumbiaDoctors, you’ll find nationally recognized cardiologists;
every one of them a faculty member at Columbia University Medical Center. They are experts on the most advanced cardiac

To nominate and for more information visit
westchestermagazine.com/healthcareheroes
TO LEARN MORE, VISIT COLUMBIADOCTORS.ORG
or call 914-345-0601.

procedures and the latest in preventive care. If you’re looking for the best cardiology care in Westchester, don’t wait.

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 1-877-4COLMDS (1-877-426-5637)

For sponsorship opportunities call 914-345-0601 x. 138 or
email sales@westchestermagazine.com.
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Expert Cooling System Repair - All Makes/Models
845-304-7667 – Rob

914-393-4204 – Chris

www.custom-wine-cellars.com

January 6
YOUNG CHOREOGRAPHERS FESTIVAL. Aspiring
dancers and choreographers between the ages of
13 and 18 can show off their skill at this festival,
featuring their very own work onstage. The Palace
Theatre, Stamford (203.325.4466;
www.palacestamford.org)
January 20
BOLSHOI BALLET IN HD: LA BAYADERE.
Professional dancers tell the thrilling story
of passion, murder, and vengeance in this
screening of French chorographer Marius
Petipa’s La Bayadere. The Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 26
BROOKFIELD’S FRED ASTAIRE DANCING
WITH THE STARS FUNDRAISER. Audiences are
invited to support two great causes at this realityTV inspired fundraiser. Featuring celebrity judges,
a cocktail party, and a silent auction, this evening
has all the makings of a night to remember. The
Ridgefield Playhouse, Ridgefield (203.438.5795;
www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)

theater

Ongoing through January 13
BEAUTY AND THE BEAST. Enjoy Disney’s classic
fairytale and beloved songs live with this special
performance, featuring extraordinary costumes
and set design, as well as iconic numbers, such
as “Be Our Guest” and “Gaston.” White Plains
Performing Arts Center, White Plains (914.328.1600;
www.wppac.com)
Ongoing through January 27
PHANTOM. Learn the backstory behind the
Phantom of the Opera, one of musical theater’s
most iconic roles, in this riveting tale of murder,
deceit, and passion, written by the Tony Awardwinning duo of Maury Yeston and Arthur Kopit.
Westchester Broadway Theatre, Elmsford
(914.592.2222; www.broadwaytheatre.com)
January 13
THE PHANTOM TOLLBOOTH. Don’t miss the
original stage adaptation of a children’s literary
classic, based on Norton Juster’s tale of a young
boy who is transported to a new world after
driving his toy car through a mysterious tollbooth.
Westport County Playhouse, Westport (203.227.4177;
www.westportplayhouse.org)
January 18
LUANN DE LASEPPES: COUNTESS AND
FRIENDS. This well-crafted cabaret performance
features Real Housewives of New York star Luann de
Lesseps as she performs songs such as “Girl Code”
and “Money Can’t Buy You Class” alongside other
dancers, comedians, and actors. Tarrytown Music Hall,
Tarrytown (914.631.3390;
www.tarrytownmusichall.org)
January 18
ROBERT DUBAC’S BOOK OF MORMON. This offBroadway solo performance is the hilarious and
clever conception of writer, actor, and standup
comedian Robert Dubac, known for his biting wit
and cutting satire. The Palace Theatre, Stamford
(203.325.4466; www.palacestamford.org)
January 25—January 26
BYE BYE BIRDIE. Witness the mayhem that a
swingin’ 1960s idol brings to a small town when he
is drafted into the army and intends to go out with
a bang, featuring Broadway classics such as “Put
on a Happy Face” and “Honestly Sincere.” Irvington
Town Hall Theater, Irvington (914.591.6602;
www.irvingtontheater.com/)
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Commit to Fit in 2019 with the

Lagree Method at mf3
The popular celebrity
high intensity, low
impact, Megaformer
workout provides
quick and effective
results in an
intimate boutique
fitness studio with
a SoHo vibe.

Jan 19

FRANK CALIENDO
at The
Ridgefield Playhouse,
Ridgefield

January 26
LEADING LADIES OF BROADWAY.
Broadway’s finest female vocalists come
together to perform the setlist of musical
theater lovers’ dreams, including works
from Phantom of the Opera, Rent, and The
Lion King. The Emelin Theatre, Mamaroneck
(914.689.0098; www.emelin.org)
January 31—February 24
AIN’T MISBEHAVIN’. Actors bring the
swing and soul of Harlem to the stage with
this performance of musical legend Fats
Waller’s Tony Award-winning musical,
featuring five performers as they journey
through the Harlem Renaissance era.
Westchester Broadway Theatre, Elmsford
(914.592.2222; www.broadwaytheatre.com)

family
January 3
DESIGN TIME. Children ages 2 and up
are invited to learn about engineering and
special reasoning through play with blocks
that they can build, connect, and arrange as
much as their imaginations will allow. Bruce
Museum, Greenwich (203.869.0376;
www.brucemuseum.org)
January 16
PBS KIDS LIVE! Experience the exciting
live-action show Big Tiny Adventure as
part of PBS Kids’ first-ever theatrical
touring event. Audiences can expect a fully
immersive experience that children and
parents may cherish forever. The Palace
Theatre, Stamford (203.325.4466;
www.palacestamford.org)
January 19
PETE THE CAT. Enjoy a live rendition of the
popular Pete the Cat book series, featuring
second-grader Jimmy as he is brought on an
out-of-this-world adventure with his groovy
blue cat. The Emelin Theatre, Mamaroneck
(914.689.0098; www.emelin.org)

FIRST
C
SPECI LASS
AL
2106 Boston Post Road, Larchmont NY
www.mf3fit.com • 914.260.2154 • Mf3fit@gmail.com

20

$

[wuhn-der-kind] -noun. plural.
a person who succeeds, especially in
business; at a comparatively young age.

KNOW A WUNDERKIND?
YOU, PERHAPS?
Westchester’s award-winning business
lifestyle magazine, 914INC., is looking to
honor its ninth crop of Wunderkinds—the
youngest, most successful professionals
making a difference in the County’s
business community today.

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS:
FEBRUARY 1, 2019
To nominate, tickets and more info visit
westchestermagazine.com/
Wunderkinds.
For sponsorship opportunities call
914-345-0601 ext. 138 or email
sales@westchestermagazine.com.

SAVE
THE DATE!
Wunderkinds Reception

May 22, 2019
Mamaroneck Beach
& Yacht Club
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TASTING
NOTES

Make a resolution to try some new
wines in 2019! These popular selections
from Westchester Magazine’s 2018
Wine & Food Festival could become
your new go-to favorites.

Raul Perez Atalier,
‘A Cruz Das Animas’
Albarino, 2017
A beautifully balanced
crisp Albarino with rich
flavors of peach and
white flowers. A gently
nuanced mineral driven
wine with a long,
lingering finish.
Perfect with shellfish
and lighter fare.

Collemattoni, Rosso
di Montalcino, 2016

A wine made from 100%
Sangiovese; ruby red in
color, aged for 12 months
in Slavonian oak, with
aromas of violets and
black fruits.

Domaine de
Chateaumar,
Chateauneuf du
Pape, 2016

A great Chateauneuf from
one of the best vintages
in decades; dark in color
with aromas of red fruits,
velvety on the palate
with flavors of spice and
dark cherry. Drink now
and enjoy.
All the wines featured at
the 2018 Wine & Food
Festival are available at
Harrison Wine Vault, the
retail liquor partner of the
2019 Wine & Food Festival.

Check out highlights from the
2018 Wine & Food Festival and get the
latest information on the 2019 Festival at
westchestermagazine.com/winefood.
289 Halstead Ave.
Harrison, NY 10528
(914) 835-0125
www.harrisonwinevault.com
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Jan 26

THE VERY HUNGRY
CATERPILLAR AND
OTHER ERIC CARLE
FAVOURITES
at Tarrytown Music Hall,
Tarrytown

January 21
THE BEST OF THE 2018 NEW YORK
INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S FILM
FESTIVAL: KID FLICKS ONE. Bring the
whole family together to celebrate the
talents of these budding young filmmakers
with a special screening of the top-10
best short films by kids from around the
world. Jacob Burns Film Center, Pleasantville
(914.747.5555; www.burnsfilmcenter.org)
January 26
THE VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR AND
OTHER ERIC CARLE FAVOURITES.
A beloved childhood book takes form
onstage with blacklight effects and
puppetry that will have kids cheering
for their favorite literary characters
as they embark on marvelous
adventures. Tarrytown Music Hall,
Tarrytown (914.631.3390;
www.tarrytownmusichall.org)
January 27
ART ADVENTURES: CREATE YOUR
OWN CARTOON. Kids can let their
imaginations run wild at this instructional
program designed to help those ages 4 and
up craft fun and creative works of their own
with inspiration from the museum’s exhibits.
Bruce Museum, Greenwich (203.869.0376;
www.brucemuseum.org)

special events
January 13
THOMAS JOHN: THE SEATBELT
PSYCHIC. Psychic sensation Thomas John
takes a break from his astounding Lifetime
show to share his gifts at The Ridgefield
Playhouse. VIP Meet and Greet tickets,
featuring a signed copy of his book and an
intimate Q&A session, are also available for
purchase. The Ridgefield Playhouse, Ridgefield
(203.438.5795; www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 19
IRVINGTON THEATER BENEFIT. NYC
comedian Lenny Marcus steps up for a good
cause, hosting a special concert benefit for
the Irvington Town Hall Theater. Irvington
Town Hall Theater, Irvington (914.591.6602;
www.irvingtontheater.com/)
January 20
THE AMAZING MAX. Interactive and
designed to be enjoyed by all ages, this
spectacular magic show will astound and
amaze, while also providing a lot of laughs.
The Palace Theatre, Stamford (203.325.4466;
www.palacestamford.org)

lectures &
readings
January 6
OPEN-MIC FINALS: INVITATIONAL
ROUND. The Towne Crier invites some of
their favorite Open Mic performers to join
together for a night of music, poetry, and
creativity. The Towne Crier Café, Beacon
(845.855.1300; www.towncrier.com)
January 15
MEDICAL INSTRUMENTS LECTURE:
CHANGING CONCEPTS OF
RADIOACTIVITY AND HEALTH.
Reservations are required for this
illuminating discussion about the use
of radioactivity for select medical and

commercial purposes. Light refreshments
will be offered prior to the lecture. Bruce
Museum, Greenwich (203.869.0376;
www.brucemuseum.org)
January 16
ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP: MAYA
LIN AND JEFFREY SACHS. Professor of
economics and sustainability specialist
Jeffrey Sachs joins environmentalist
and artist Maya Lin for a discussion on
shared objectives and perspectives on
environmental leadership. A reception and
short Q&A with the audience will follow.
Hudson River Museum, Yonkers (914.963.4550;
www.hrm.org)

comedy
January 4
BOBBY COLLINS. This Grammy-nominated
comedian and native New Yorker brings
his every-man humor to the stage with a
sidesplitting outlook on everyday situations
and current events. Tarrytown Music Hall,
Tarrytown (914.63.-3390;
www.tarrytownmusichall.org)
January 19
FRANK CALIENDO. Famed impressionist,
comedian, and actor Frank Caliendo,
best known for his work in the late-nightTV circuit, performs his exuberant new
standup, likely to leave audiences in
stitches. The Ridgefield Playhouse, Ridgefield
(203.438.5795; www.ridgefieldplayhouse.org)
January 22
COMEDY NIGHT. Have your dinner with a
side of laughs as six iconic comedians perform
their outrageous standup sets. Westchester
Broadway Theatre, Elmsford (914.592.2222;
www.broadwaytheatre.com)
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100+ Local Restaurants
200+ World-Class Wines
Westchester’s Renowned Chefs
Chef Demonstrations
An Unforgettable Wine & Food
Festival Experience

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
westchestermagazine.com/winefood
Custom Sponsorships Available at All Levels.
For More Information, email sales@westchestermagazine.com
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2019 CAMP GUIDE
ROCK ON STAGE THIS SUMMER!
new york rock academy
the summer camp for
aspiring rock stars

Guitar • Vocals • Drums • Bass • Keys • Songwriting

FunFuzion is the number ONE destination
for camp groups and entertainment! We
are the ONLY indoor amusement park.
Bowling, Glow Mini Golf, Lazer Tag,
HUNDREDS of arcade games and much
more only at FunFuzion.
29 Lecount Place, New Rochelle
(914) 637-7575
www.funfuziononline.com

SUMMER
>>

programs at hackley school
Hackley offers an incredible array
of summer enrichment programs
for students grades K-12.
www.hackleyschool.org/summer
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Four-week Enrichment Program
JUNE 24 - JULY 19 • 9 AM - 3 PM

BOYS ENTERING 6th, 7th, 8th & 9th GRADES AS OF SEPT. 2019
(9th grade applicants must be registered
as incoming Stepinac freshmen).

Program A Graphic Novel/True Crime

Fiction, History through Film and Music,
Major League Math, Science Sleuths
(Forensics). Electives: Art,
Technology, and Foreign Language.

NO EXPERIENCE NECESSARY!
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
For more information call 914-238-3123
225 N. Greeley Ave. , Chappaqua, NY 10514
www.newyorkrockacademy.com
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Intensive summer
rock music
workshops
for all instruments
and voice ages 6-17.

www.mikeriskomusicschool.com

144 Croton Ave., Ossining NY • 914-762-8757

Open House Jan. 26th• 1-4pm

Celebrating Our 46 Year!

Summer 2019
Camp Sessions
Session 1 : July 1st-July 26th
Session 2 : July 29th-August 16th
Offering Stimulating Courses Like...

• Computers • Theater • Robotics
• Swimming • Digital Photography
• Jewelry Design • Soccer • Pottery
• Tennis • Basketball • International Cooking
• Rocketry and much more!
• Extended Day Available • Hot Lunches
Included • Transportation Available
Hartsdale, NY • Call 914.328.3798
email: Squirecamps@gmail.com • squirecamps.com

Program B (TACHS Prep) will provide students
with the tools necessary to achieve
their maximum score on the TACHS exam.
PROGRAMS INCLUDE: extra-curricular activities & sports
training. FEE: $1500 (includes $100 non-refundable
registration fee). TO REGISTER/LEARN MORE:

SPORTS
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Stepinac Athletics has strived for
excellence for more than 60 years.

Basketball June 18-20 • 5-8pm

* Flexible
Enrollment
* Flexible
Enrollment
* Flexible
Enrollment
* * *

$75 per night/$200 for all three days

July 29-August 1 • 9am-3pm $300/wk
Football July 8- 11 • 4-7:30pm $300/wk
Soccer July 15-18 • 4-7:30pm $300/wk
Baseball July 22-25 • 9am-2pm $300/wk
CONTACT: Diane Jaile at 914.946.4800 x259
or sportcamps@stepinac.org

WWW.STEPINAC.ORG
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www.summertrailsdaycamp.com
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Where
every
child has
a chance
to shine!
YORKTOWNSTAGE.ORG
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ON THE SCENE
NOVEMBER 15, 2018

914INC.'S WOMEN IN BUSINESS LUNCHEON
DoubleTree by Hilton, Tarrytown, NY
914INC. celebrated 19 hardworking, successful businesswomen who have
influenced and inspired change in Westchester County. More than 450 guests
gathered in celebration of this year’s Women in Business honorees, and to
hear a special keynote from MTA President Catherine Rinaldi. Special thanks
to all the sponsors who helped make this event possible.
For more pictures from the event, visit us online at westchestermagazine.com or
on our Facebook page.

Emily Chaves, Hannah Rodriguez and
Masha Alimova of California Closets

Photographs by MICHAEL DARDANO, HEATHER SOMMER AND TIFFANY MASOTTI

Keynote speaker
Catherine Rinaldi
Westchester County Executive
George Latimer

2018 Women in Business
honoree Christina Gilmartin
of the City of Yonkers

Westchester Talk Radio

914INC.'s 2018 Women
in Business Honorees

Sponsored by
Office of
Economic
Development

George Latimer

Westchester County Executive

For more photos from Westchester Magazine events visit westchestermagazine.com.
For Sponsorship Opportunities contact sales@westchestermagazine.com or call 914.345.0601 ext. 138.
For general event information email marketing@westchestermagazine.com.
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saturday in...

ARMONK
Tru Grace

1 p.m.
1 p.m.

PHOTOS BY DOUG SCHNEIDER

11 a.m.

12:30 p.m.

Shop Small, Shop Often
BY SAMANTHA GARBARINI

A

hamlet in the town of North Castle, Armonk boasts the corporate
headquarters of IBM, Swiss Re, and MBIA, but don’t let that fool
you. The town is also home to the kind of small-town living that
makes people love Westchester, with high-fashion boutiques, historic charm,
and local eateries.

11 a.m. Let breakfast bleed into lunch at The Beehive
(30 Old Rte 22; www.beehive-restaurant.com). While the
menu does include healthier options, this is the time to
ditch your diet and indulge in elevated diner classics, like
challah French toast, plate-sized cinnamon buns, banana
pancakes, waffles, and eggs with crispy hash browns.

12:30 p.m.

Give your credit card a workout at Main
Street’s boutiques. Browse sweaters, candles, weekender
bags, and more, often from small, New York-based
designers, at STILE: Fashion Home (428 Main St; www.
stileny.com). Then, check out sleek Tru Grace (419 Main
St; www.trugracefashion.com) for downtown-cool looks
from designers like Isabel Marant and Alexandre Birman.

1 p.m. Prep for your next ski trip at Hickory & Tweed

Little Mumbai Market
Pubstreet

(410 Main St; www.hickoryandtweed.com). Open since

1961, the shop has everything you’ll need to hit the slopes —
skis, apparel, and equipment — plus warm coats and cozy
sweaters to keep you warm during the next
bomb cyclone.

1:30 p.m. Shop for your littlest fashionista at

Jagger & Jade (401 Main St; www.jaggerandjadekids.
com), where the racks are full of trendy tees and clothing
that’s cute but never cutesy. Across the street, Hipchik
Home (381 Main St; www.hipchik.com) curates a funky
mix of modern serveware, edgy jewelry, and knick-knacks.
If you’ve still got money to burn, end your shopping spree
by splurging on stackable rings, a delicate cuff, or drop
earrings at Rocks by Jolie B. Ray (378 Main St;
www.rocksbyjoliebray.com).

2:30 p.m. Turn down Bedford Road, toward Maple

Avenue. This short stretch is the Bedford Road Historic
District, with nine wood-frame buildings from the mid1800s. At the end of the block, stop to appreciate St.
Stephen’s Church (50 Bedford Rd; www.ststephensarmonk.
org). Built in 1842, the timber-lined Greek Revival building
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5:30 p.m.

has been a community hub for more than
175 years, with the tombstones of 22 Civil
War soldiers in its adjacent cemetery.

2:45 p.m. Backtrack to Tazza Café

(400 Main St; www.tazzacafeny.com) and
grab a chai latte, coffee, or hot chocolate
with a jolt of espresso to go.

3:15 p.m. When the temperature

drops below freezing, Wampus Pond
(811 Rte 128; parks.westchestergov.com/
wampus-pond) transforms into an iceskating hotspot. Bring your own skates, and
don’t worry about falling through the ice.
The pond is inspected daily by Westchester
County Parks. If the white flag with a green
ball is flying, you’re safe to toe loop, lutz, and
axel to your heart’s content.

4 p.m. Pray that Beascakes (575 Main

St; www.beascakesny.com) hasn’t sold out
of chocolate chip cookies. Full of melting
chocolate wafers, they’re worthy of their own
trip to Armonk. After, pop into Wine Geeks
(559 Main St; www.winegeeksarmonk.com),
a gas station-turned-wine shop. Its $15-andunder table, representing a wide array of
varietals, is one of the truly great deals in
this part of the county.

4:45 p.m.

Back in town, hit LUXE
Luxury Labels (41 Maple Ave) before it
closes. The high-end consignment shop is
the place to score a deal on Chanel, Dior,
Valentino, Jimmy Choo, YSL, and more.

5:30 p.m. You’re at Fortina (17 Maple
Ave; www.fortinapizza.com) just before
the end of happy hour. Grab a couple seats
at the wide stone bar to take advantage of
deals on drinks, chicken-parm sliders, garlic
knots, and select pizzas. Some mozzarella
sticks wouldn’t hurt either.

have your next
corporate event
in our newly
remodeled private
dining room
668 Tuckahoe Rd., Yonkers, NY
179 Main St., New Rochelle, NY
carlosrestaurant.net
(914) 793-1458
(914) 336-2458
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PHIL REISMAN

Finding $$ — and Votes

T

om DiNapoli might be the
most popular politician
in New York. In the last
election, the incumbent
state comptroller got 3,727,000 votes,
which was roughly 400,000 more
votes than the gubernatorial record set
by Andrew Cuomo.
This is puzzling only because the average citizen has, at best, a vague idea of
what a comptroller actually does. It is an
important job, but most people are clueless that DiNapoli manages the state’s
stupendous public retirement fund,
conducts governmental audits, and
oversees other stuff critical to the fiscal
needs and wants of the body politic.
So what is DiNapoli’s secret? I have a
simple theory.
It’s the other stuff.
DiNapoli plays a unique role: As custodian of the state’s Office of Unclaimed
Funds, he has the distinct pleasure of
helping people find lost money — and
then returning it to them. Think of it as
a gigantic sofa filled with millions upon
millions of forgotten nickels, dimes,
and quarters wedged between the
cushions. There is $15.5 billion waiting to be collected — and by the most
recent tally, more than $276 million of
that covers approximately 475,000 account records in Westchester County.

(New York County leads the state’s 62
counties, with $1.7 billion in unclaimed
funds while Hamilton County, in the
Adirondacks, is last, with $377,206.)
Unclaimed funds are typically
dormant bank accounts or uncashed
paychecks. Most of the unclaimed funds
amount to $100 or less, but sums do
reach into the thousands of dollars and
occasionally somebody successfully
lays claim to a lottery-sized bonanza. A
record $8.2 million was collected by an
heir to an estate.
The Unclaimed Funds Office is nothing new, but ever since he first took office in 2007, DiNapoli has aggressively
publicized its existence and with the
help of digital technology has made
it easier and quicker for people to get
their money. Leading up to Election
Day, his calendar of “outreach events”
was filled with public appearances to
educate New Yorkers on the unclaimedfund program. The comptroller’s office
periodically holds unclaimed fund TV
telethons and shows up every year at
the state fair.
If a claim is substantial, DiNapoli
will ceremoniously hand over a jumbo
check, similar to the kind handed to recipients of the Publisher’s Clearinghouse
Sweepstakes (sans Ed McMahon, of
course). At a press conference last sum-

The key
element to
all these
unclaimedfund stories
is the
underlying
message
that, in effect,
“You too may
already be
a winner!”

mer, DiNapoli smiled broadly and
posed for photographs with Westchester
County Executive George Latimer as
he handed him a giant $20,000 check
— money that was owed the county for
some reason. Twenty grand seemed a
mere drop in the bucket when the county was facing a $28.7 million deficit, but
then every nickel and dime matters.
The media flocks to these joyous
occasions. Poignant stories about found
money, like the one about a homeless
Staten Island man who came into
$10,000, are recognized as instant,
Internet clickbait. The key element to
all these unclaimed-fund stories is the
underlying message that, in effect, “You
too may already be a winner!”
The results of DiNapoli’s effort are
written in dollars and cents. While the
state returned $194 million a decade
ago, the annual amount has steadily
risen, culminating with an all-time high
of $460 million for the 2017-2018 fiscal
year. Talking with DiNapoli recently,
it was obvious he understood that
assisting in an unexpected windfall,
even a small one, is good politics and
remembered at the voting booth.
“The comptroller’s office is often very
mysterious and remote to people,” he
told me. “But certainly this is something
that everyone can relate to, and certainly
if we’re holding all these accounts,
shouldn’t we step up the opportunity
and create a more proactive strategy on
letting people know about the program
and reuniting them with their money?”
He gets no argument from me. Right
around the time I talked to DiNapoli,
I was smacked with an unexpected car
repair that cost me $600. For the hell of
it, I went to the unclaimed fund search
page, at www.osc.state.ny.us/ouf/, and
typed in my name. To my surprise an
account for my late father came up. It
turned out he was owed $1,100, which I
will split five ways with my siblings.
Found money. Not a lot, but hey…
DiNapoli hears stories like this all
the time.
“People sometimes say, ‘Oh, thank
you,’ like we’re giving them a gift,”
he said. “I always try to explain that
we’re just giving back what was
yours rightfully.”
Maybe so. But he got my vote.

ILLUSTRATION BY BRIAN TAYLOR; REISMAN PHOTOGRAPH BY STEFAN RADTKE

back talk

The opinions and beliefs expressed by Phil
Reisman are his alone and do not necessarily
reflect those of Westchester Magazine’s editors and publishers. Tell us what you think at
edit@westchestermagazine.com
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STILL WORKING
FOR YOU
UNTIL THE INDIAN POINT NUCLEAR PLANT POWERS DOWN IN 2021,
WE’LL CONTINUE PRODUCING ABOUT 25 PERCENT OF THE ELECTRICITY
FOR NEW YORK CITY AND WESTCHESTER COUNTY, WITH VIRTUALLY
NO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS.

The Indian Point Energy Center has been powering New York’s downstate
region for about 40 years. Today, many New Yorkers have questions
about the plant’s early and orderly shutdown — What will change?
What will stay the same?
For the next few years, much will stay the same. Until 2021, we’ll continue
safely generating clean, reliable power round-the-clock for New York City and
Westchester County. That power makes Indian Point the single largest
source of clean electricity in New York State.
Safety will continue to be the top priority for everyone at the plant.
Under Entergy’s ownership, Indian Point has established a strong safety
record that we’re committed to maintaining. Until shutdown in 2021, Indian
Point will remain fully staffed with our team of approximately 1,000 nuclear
professionals. We will continue to invest in the facility, and independent fulltime inspectors from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission will remain
on-site to review operations.
Indian Point will continue to generate significant tax revenues and expenditures
in the local economy. We’ll also continue to play an important role in the
wellbeing of our community through the contributions we provide to many
charitable organizations in the region, as well as the thousands of hours our
employees volunteer and donate to these important causes.
At Indian Point, we’re still working for you, and it will continue to be an
honor to operate one of New York’s cleanest and most reliable sources
of electricity. If you have questions, please visit us at SafeSecureVital.com

Indian Point Energy Center
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SPECIAL SAVINGS GOING ON NOW

HARTSDALE / WHITE PLAINS 152 SOUTH CENTRAL AVENUE 914.684.0360
Sale going on for a limited time only. Exclusions apply. Ask a designer or visit ethanallen.com for details. ©2018 Ethan Allen Global, Inc.
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