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Sol LeWitt
A Life of Ideas
lary bloom

An intimate portrait of a renowned conceptual artist

Sol LeWi�  (1928–2007), one of the most in� uential artists 
of the twentieth century, was a key � gure in minimalism and 
conceptualism, and proclaimed that the work of the mind is 
more important than that of the hand. But even as his wall 
drawings and sculpture were admired around the world, the 
artist remained an enigmatic � gure, refusing to participate 
in the culture of celebrity. Lary Bloom’s book draws on 
personal recollections of LeWi� , whom he knew, as well as 
le� ers and papers and over one hundred original interviews 
with the artist’s friends and colleagues, including Chuck 
Close, Ingrid Sischy, Philip Glass, Adrian Piper, and Carl 
Andre. � is absorbing chronicle brings new information to 
our understanding of LeWi� , linking the extraordinary arc of 
his life to his iconic work. Includes 28 illustrations.

“Lary Bloom has scrupulously chronicled not only Sol’s 
artistic development, but also his personal life and his ever-
changing social milieu. � e results are an insightful and 
intimate portrait of the artist, the man and his times.”

Saul Ostrow, Founder of Critical Practices, Inc.

"A remarkable narrative � lled with history, biography, art 
criticism, gossip, behind-the-scenes cha� er, and insight. Lary 
Bloom presents a LeWi�  that most of us have never seen 
before: private, irreverent, passionate, generous, and deeply 
self-aware.”

Bryan Wolf, Jones Professor, Emeritus, 
Stanford University

“With his crisp lines and rigorous geometries, Sol LeWi�  can 
seem like the most impersonal of great 20th century artists. 
Somehow, Lary Bloom’s biography manages to humanize 
the man, with tireless research, rich anecdotes and a playful 
sense of humor throughout.”

Scott Timberg, author of Culture Crash: � e Killing of 
the Creative Class

lary bloom has authored or co-authored ten books 
including � e Writer Within, � e Test of Our Times, and 
Le� ers � om Nuremberg.

The Driftless Connecticut Series is funded by the Beatrice Fox 
Auerbach Foundation Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving, www.wesleyan.edu/wespress/driftless.

April
356 pp., 28 illus. (13 color), 6 x 9"

Cloth, $35.00 • 978-0-8195-7868-6 (CAD 44.00)
Ebook, $27.99 • 978-0-8195-7870-9

biography - artists / art history

The Driftless Connecticut Series
Garnet Books

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $34.95 · 978-0-8195-7662-0
Ebook, $27.99 · 978-0-8195-7663-7

also of interest

Trisha Brown
Choreography as 
Visual Art
SUSAN 
ROSEN BERG

Marketing Campaign
International PR Campaign

Book tour

Author readings and signings

Launch date interview on The Colin 
McEnroe Show on NPR

Advertising in Harper's, Bookforum, 
Los Angeles Review of Books, and 
Connecticut Explored

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/sol-lewitt-bloom/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/trisha-brown-rosenberg/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/trisha-brown-rosenberg/
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Cloth, $40.00 · 978-0-8195-7089-5
Ebook, $31.99 · 978-0-8195-7693-4

also of interest

In Search 
of Silence
The Journals of 
Samuel R. Delany, 
Volume I, 1957-1969
SA MU EL R . DELANY

Letters from Amherst
Five Narrative Letters
samuel r. delany
foreword by nalo hopkinson

A selection of entertaining and provocative letters 
written from 1984 to 1991

A collection of personal le� ers spanning from 1984 to 1991 
brings readers into conversation with Hugo and Nebula 
Award winning-author Samuel Delany. With engaging prose, 
Delany comments on literature, politics, aging, academia, 
and his family’s history in Harlem. He details a visit from 
science � ction writer and critic Judith Merrill and re� ects 
on colleague and one-time student Octavia E. Butler.

“Le� ers � om Amherst gives readers insight into the personal 
and professional life and aesthetic assessments of the author, 
Samuel R. Delany, one of the most important literary 
� gures of our time.”
  Nisi Shawl, author of the Nebula Award Finalist novel 

Everfair, and the James Tiptree Jr. Award-winning story 
collection Filter House

“Le� ers � om Amherst is signi� cant and important…
Delany provides unseen glimpses into his important 
familial lineages, personal friendship and partnership, his 
assessment of universities and their politics, and just a 
general joy in anything that has to do with intellectual 
culture.”
  L.H. Stallings, author of Funk the Erotic: 

Transaesthetics and Black Sexual Cultures

samuel r. delany is a science � ction author and a retired 
professor at Temple University. A  er winning four Nebula 
Awards and two Hugo Awards, he was inducted into the 
Science Fiction Hall of Fame in 2002. nalo hopkinson 
is a Jamaican-born Canadian speculative � ction writer 
and editor. She currently lives and teaches in Riverside, 
California.

June
160 pp., 5 illus., 6 x 9"

Unjacketed cloth, $45.00 • 978-0-8195-7820-4 
(CAD 31.00)
Paper, $17..95 • 978-0-8195-7851-8-1

Ebook, $14.99 • 978-0-8195-7821-1

diaries & journals / gay Studies / 
african american Studies

Wesleyan University Press

Marketing Campaign

International PR Campaign

Advertising in Harper's, Bookforum, 
and Los Angeles Review of Books

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/letters-from-amherst-delany/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/letters-from-amherst-delany/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/in-search-of-silence-delany-james/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/in-search-of-silence-delany-james/
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Paper, $18.95 · 978-0-8195-7597-5
Ebook, $14.99 · 978-0-8195-7388-9

also of interest

Tempest-Tossed
The Spirit of 
Isabella Beecher 
Hooker
SUSAN CA MPBELL

Frog Hollow
Stories from an American Neighborhood
susan campbell

A trip through the heart and history of Hartford’s most 
vibrant neighborhood

Frog Hollow is an ethnically diverse neighborhood just 
west of the Connecticut State Capitol in Hartford. Its row 
houses have been home to inventors, entrepreneurs and 
workers, and it was one of the � rst neighborhoods in the 
country to experiment with successful urban planning 
models, including public parks and free education. From 
European colonists to Irish and Haitian immigrants 
to Puerto Ricans, these stories of Frog Hollow show 
the multiple realities that make up a dynamic urban 
neighborhood. Features 40 illustrations.

“With a journalist’s keen eye and nose for storytelling, 
Campbell indeed peels the layers of the 'thick, historical 
onion' (her term) of one gri� y New England city 
neighborhood.”
  Elizabeth J. Normen, publisher, 

Connecticut Explored

“Susan Campbell brings the history of Frog Hollow alive. We 
relive the struggles and triumphs of the ordinary—and not 
so ordinary—people who traversed this complex, dynamic 
neighborhood since the arrival of the � rst Europeans, and 
before. For the reader who is familiar with Frog Hollow, this 
book is an eye-opening gi  . It’s fascinating to lean about the 
human dramas that played out on the streets named Russ, 
Lawrence, Putnam, or Babcock St. and even discover the 
origins of these street names.”
  Pablo Delano, professor of � ne arts, Trinity College, 

Hartford, Connecticut

susan campbell is the author of the memoir Dating Jesus 
and Tempest-Tossed: � e Spirit of Isabella Beecher Hooker.

The Driftless Connecticut Series is funded by the Beatrice Fox 
Auerbach Foundation Fund at the Hartford Foundation for Public 
Giving,  www.wesleyan.edu/wespress/driftless.

March
248 pp., 38 illus., 5V x 8V"

Cloth, $24.95 • 978-0-8195-7620-0 (CAD 31.00)
Ebook, $19.99 • 978-0-8195-7855-6

new england history / connecticut

The Driftless Connecticut Series
Garnet Books

Wesleyan University Press

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/frog-hollow-campbell/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/frog-hollow-campbell/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/tempest-tossed-campbell/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/tempest-tossed-campbell/
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Wings of Night Sky, 
Wings of Morning Light
A Play by Joy Harjo and a Circle of Responses
joy harjo
with priscilla page

Unique perspectives on the roots and reaches of 
contemporary Native Theater

Harjo blends storytelling, music, movement, and poetic 
language in Wings of Night Sky, Wings of Morning Light—a 
healing performative ceremony that chronicles the 
challenges of young protagonist Redbird. Also included are 
interviews with Native theater artists Rolland Meinholtz, 
Randy Reinholz, and Harjo, as well as essays on Harjo’s 
work provided by Mary Kathryn Nagle and Priscilla Page.

 “� is play clearly illuminates the collective grief, 
disconnection and su� ering many indigenous people 
experience because of the brutalities of colonization. 
But more importantly, Joy’s voice gives us strength, by 
reconnecting us to our ancestors, to our guardian spirits, 
and to each other.”
  Victoria Nalani Kneuhbuhl, Paci� c Island 

author and playwright

 “� rough the lens of Joy Harjo’s mandate ‘to follow the 
mystery’ and the ‘liminal backroads’ of art practice, we 
arrive at the terror and wonder of the theatrical moment as 
a site of healing for all of us.”
  Cherríe Moraga, playwright, � e Mathematics 

of Love

“Joy Harjo is a masterful and remarkable Native artist. She 
is known as a writer across genres including poetry, essays, 
and picture books. She is a musician with a lyrical voice 
holding a saxophone between her ta� ooed � ngers. And she 
is a national treasure…”
  Loriene Roy, professor, University of Texas at Austin

joy harjo is a member of the Mvskoke Nation. Her seven 
books of poetry include such well-known titles as Con� ict 
Resolution for Holy Beings, In Mad Love and War, and She 
Had Some Horses. � ese titles and her memoir Crazy Brave 
have garnered many awards. She lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma. 
priscilla page is a writer and dramaturg as well as a senior 
lecturer in the department of theater at the University of 
Massachuse� s at Amherst.

March
136 pp., 10 illus., 6 x 9"

Unjacketed cloth, $40.00 x
 978-0-8195-7865-5 (CAD 50.00)
Paper, $15.95 • 978-0-8195-7866-2 (CAD 20.00)
Ebook, $12.99 • 978-0-8195-7867-9

theater / native american

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $16.95 · 978-0-8195-7418-3
Ebook, $12.99 · 978-0-8195-7151-9

also of interest

Soul Talk, Song 
Language
Conversations 
with Joy Harjo
JOY HAR JO AN D 
TANAYA WI N DER
FOREWORD BY 
LAU R A COLTELLI

Marketing Campaign

International PR Campaign
Author readings and signings

Advertising in Harper's, American Poets,
Los Angeles Review of Books, and 
American Indian Quarterly

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/wings-of-night-sky-wings-of-morning-light-harjo-page/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/wings-of-night-sky-wings-of-morning-light-harjo-page/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/soul-talk-song-language-harjo-winder-coltelli/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/soul-talk-song-language-harjo-winder-coltelli/
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How to Dress a Fish
abigail chabitnoy

Poetry that crafts a prismatic vision of Nativeness at the 
intersection of language, history, family, and identity

In How to Dress a Fish, poet Abigail Chabitnoy, of Aleut 
descent, addresses the lives disrupted by U.S. Indian 
boarding school policy. She pays particular a� ention to 
the life story of her great grandfather, who was taken from 
Alaska to Carlisle Indian School. In uncovering her own 
family records, Chabitnoy � nds that reconnection through 
blood and paper does not restore the personal relationships 
that had already been severed.

“How to Dress a Fish is a stunning investigation of archive, 
loss, and kinship. � ese poems linger in histories erased by 
U.S. colonialism—not toward recovery, but to study those 
modalities of mourning, a� achment, and invention through 
which living proceeds nonetheless.”
  Matt Hooley, assistant professor of English, 

Clemson University

“� is essential and captivating debut, How To Dress A Fish, 
will draw readers into intersections of history, memory, 
exile and return. Abigail Chabitnoy’s poems are tender and 
direct—they restore worlds, mend fragmented histories 
by revealing our human longing for land and for memories 
embraced in language.”
  Sherwin Bitsui, author of Shapeshi�  and Flood Song

abigail chabitnoy is a member of the Tangirnaq Native 
Village in Kodiak, Alaska. Her poems have appeared in 
Hayden’s Ferry Review, Tin House, Gulf Coast, Pleiades, 
Tinderbox Poetry Journal, Nat. Brut, Red Ink, and Mud City.

February
152 pp., 5 illus., 6 x 9"

Unjacketed cloth, $30.00 s
 978-0-8195-7848-8 (CAD 42.00)
Paper, $14.95 • 978-0-8195-7849-5 (CAD 19.00)
Ebook, $12.99 • 978-0-8195-7850-1

poetry / native american

Wesleyan Poetry

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $15.95 · 978-0-8195-7276-9
Ebook, $12.99 · 978-0-8195-6993-6

also of interest

Bright Felon
Autobiography 
and Cities
KAZIM ALI

Marketing Campaign

International PR Campaign
Author readings and signings

Advertising in Harper's, Bookforum, 
Publishers Weekly, American Poets,
Los Angeles Review of Books, and 
American Indian Quarterly

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/how-to-dress-a-fish-chabitnoy/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/how-to-dress-a-fish-chabitnoy/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/bright-felon-ali/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/bright-felon-ali/


6 www.wesleyan.edu/wespress

Oxota
A Short Russian Novel
lyn hejinian

A verse novel composed of 14-line stanzas inspired by 
Pushkin’s Evgeny Onegin

Between 1983 and 1991 author Lyn Hejinian visited the 
USSR seven times, o  en staying with her friends the poet 
Arkadii Dragomoshchenko and his wife Zina in Leningrad. 
She decided to write a novel re� ecting her experiences 
of literary and lived life in Leningrad and Moscow, and 
cognizant of a general sense that the Russian novel is 
stereotypically “long,” she determined that hers would 
be “short.” � e result is an experimental novel whose 
structure (284 chapters, each 14 lines long) pays homage to 
Alexander Pushkin’s Eugene Onegin (generally regarded to 
be the � rst Russian novel: a verse novel composed in 14-line 
stanzas). Oxota (which means variously “huntress,” “hunt,” 
and “desire” in Russian) is a novel in which contexts, rather 
than contents, are kept in the foreground. Allen Ginsberg, 
who himself visited the USSR, did not like Oxota. He said 
that it wasn’t realistic; Hejinian thinks that it is.

“It is a deep pleasure to reopen this book, a book of 
estrangement, of fragmentation, of sca� ered light and 
sca� ered speech, of bridges of sense cast over waters of 
foreignness. Oxota records a trusting encounter between 
two poetries across cultural di� erence unimaginable today.”
  Eugene Ostashevsky, editor of Arkadii 

Dragomoshchenko’s Endarkenment

“Lyn Hejinian’s spectral Leningrad recalls the opening of 
a world in the Cold War’s wake—a world of artists and 
writers hunting for the intersection of words, lives, and 
things. Reading Oxota today, we � nd a rare, urgent instance 
of language able to span identities and ideologies, Russia 
and America.”
  Steven Lee, a�  liated faculty, Institute of Slavic, East 

European, and Eurasian Studies

lyn hejinian is a poet, essayist, teacher, and translator. She 
is John F. Hotchkis Professor of English at the University of 
California at Berkeley.

March
292 pp., 6 x 8"

Paper, $18.95 • 978-0-8195-7876-1 (CAD 24.00)
Ebook, $15.99 • 978-0-8195-7877-8

poetry

Wesleyan Poetry

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $16.95 · 978-0-8195-7351-3
Ebook, $12.99 · 978-0-8195-7352-0

also of interest

My Life 
and My Life 
in the Nineties
LYN H EJ I N IAN

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/oxota-hejinian/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/oxota-hejinian/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/my-life-and-my-life-in-the-nineties-hejinian/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/my-life-and-my-life-in-the-nineties-hejinian/
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Making Dances That Matter
Resources for Community Creativity
anna halprin, with rachel kaplan

Dance innovator shares wisdom and scores

Anna Halprin, an avante-garde postmodern dancer turned 
community artist and healer, has created groundbreaking 
dances with communities all over the world. Here, she 
presents her philosophy and experience, as well as step-by-
step processes for bringing people together to create dances 
that foster individual and group well-being. At the heart of 
this book are accounts of two dances: the Planetary Dance, 
which continues to be performed throughout the world, 
and Circle the Earth: Dancing with Life on the Line. Halprin 
shows how dance can be a powerful tool for healing, 
learning and mobilizing change.

“Anna Halprin is a pioneer of postmodern dance, a warrior 
for connecting arts to social issues, and a healer of 
individuals and communities.”
  Wendy Perron, author of � rough the Eyes of a Dancer

“Anna Halprin radicalized contemporary performance 
with her democratic vision of dance as ethics instantiated 
in motion. Her eco-feminist choreographies constructed 
in alternative, site-speci� c spaces—San Francisco’s busy 
streets. California’s central coast, the outdoor dance deck of 
her Marin County home—o� ered every person the roots 
with which to become an artist. In this beautifully essayed 
volume, Halprin shares her own diasporic history as the 
root to her communitarian dance-making ethos.” 
  Ninotchka Bennahum, author of Carmen, A 

Gypsy Geography

anna halprin founded the groundbreaking San Francisco 
Dancer’s Workshop in 1955 and the Tamalpa Institute in 
1978 with her daughter Daria Halprin. She is the author 
of several books including Moving Toward Life. rachel 
kaplan is a psychotherapist specializing in somatic healing.

February
232 pp., 59 illus., 7 x 10"

Unjacketed cloth, $85.00 x
 978-0-8195-7844-0 (CAD 107.00)
Paper, $27.95 • 978-0-8195-7565-4 (CAD 35.00)
Ebook, $22.99 • 978-0-8195-7566-1

dance / modern

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $24.95 s · 978-0-8195-6286-9
Ebook, $19.99 · 978-0-8195-7593-7

also of interest

Moving 
Toward Life
Five Decades of 
Transformational 
Dance
AN NA HALPRI N

EDITED BY 
R ACH EL KAPLAN

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/making-dances-that-matter-halprin-kaplan/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/making-dances-that-matter-halprin-kaplan/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/moving-toward-life-halprin-kaplan/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/moving-toward-life-halprin-kaplan/
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Staging Brazil
Choreographies of Capoeira
ana paula höfling

How capoeira became a national folk form

Capoeira is an Afro-Brazilian combat game practiced today 
throughout the world. Staging Brazil is the � rst in-depth 
study of the process of legitimization of capoeira and 
its globalization as Brazil’s national folklore. Using early 
illustrated capoeira manuals, the book contextualizes the 
two main styles of capoeira, angola and regional, within 
discourses of race and nation in mid-twentieth century 
Brazil and reveals the mutual in� uences between capoeira 
practitioners, tourism bureaucrats, intellectuals, artists, and 
directors of folkloric ensembles.

“Staging Brazil represents an important contribution to 
dance studies, martial arts studies, and Brazilian history. 
Hö� ing bridges a major gap in studies of capoeira 
by investigating capoeira’s history in addition to its 
embodied experience. Rejecting false binaries of tradition 
versus innovation and Brazilian versus African, Hö� ing 
emphasizes choreographic authorship not as a sign of 
decline but as fundamental to capoeira. Meticulously 
researched and clearly articulated, Staging Brazil nuances 
understandings of capoeira by treating modernity and 
choreographic authorship as central to its practice.”
  Janet O’Shea, author of Risk, Failure, Play: What 

Dance Reveals about Martial Arts Training

“As elaborate and beautiful as capoeira itself! Drawing 
on interviews, manuals, sketches, photographs, and 
embodied knowledge, and highlighting the authorship of 
o  en overlooked actors, Staging Brazil demonstrates that 
capoeira elides and eludes the binaries purity/mixture, 
tradition/modernity, authentic/staged, angola/regional, 
and black/white.” 
  Patricia de Santana Pinho, author of Mapping 

Diaspora: A� ican American Roots Tourism in Brazil

ana paula höfling is an assistant professor of dance at 
the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. She splits 
her time between North Carolina and Brazil.

June
280 pp., 40 illus., 6 x 9"

Paper, $26.95 • 978-0-8195-7881-5 (CAD 34.00)
Ebook, $21.99 • 978-0-8195-7882-2

folk dance / 
latin american & caribbean studies

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $27.95 · 978-0-8195-6815-1

also of interest

Black Rhythms 
of Peru
Reviving African 
Musical Heritage 
in the Black Pacifi c
H EI DI  FELDM AN

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/staging-brazil-hofling/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/staging-brazil-hofling/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/black-rhythms-of-peru-feldman/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/black-rhythms-of-peru-feldman/
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Haunthenticity
Musical Replay and the Fear of the Real
tracy mcmullen

An interdisciplinary and existential exploration of live 
musical reenactment

In this persuasive study, Tracy McMullen draws on 
philosophy, psychology, musicology, performance studies, 
and popular music studies in order to analyze the rise of 
obsessively precise live musical reenactments in the United 
States at the turn of the millennium. She investigates these 
reenactments in popular music, jazz, and performance 
art, and shows how they claim a type of authenticity that 
is grounded in the exact material details of the original 
(instruments, props, costumes, people). Haunthenticity 
ultimately argues for a new way of conceiving subjectivity 
and identity within critical and cultural studies.

“An essential read for anyone interested in contemporary 
music and performance.”
  Norma Coates, Western University, Canada

“By arguing compellingly that practices of musical replay 
re� ect a deeply seated unwillingness to face the Real and 
a desire to have it all, forever, McMullen shows how these 
practices reinstate hegemonic structures of power and 
signi� cation.”
  Philip Auslander, author of Reactivations: Essays on 

Performance and Its Documentation

tracy mcmullen is a saxophonist, composer, and 
associate professor of American vernacular music at 
Bowdoin College.

July
256 pp., 4 illus., 6 x 9"

Unjacketed cloth, $80.00 x
 978-0-8195-7852-5 (CAD 101.00)
Paper, $24.95 • 978-0-8195-7853-2 (CAD 31.00)
Ebook, $19.99 • 978-0-8195-7854-9

music / performing arts

Music/Culture

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $27.95 s · 978-0-8195-7775-7
Ebook, $21.99 · 978-0-8195-7776-4

also of interest

The Sentient 
Archive
Bodies, 
Performance, 
and Memory
EDITED BY BI LL 
BISSELL  AN D 
LI N DA CARUSO 
HAVI LAN D

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/haunthenticity-mcmullen/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/haunthenticity-mcmullen/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/the-sentient-archive-bissell-haviland/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/the-sentient-archive-bissell-haviland/
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Music and Modernity among 
First Peoples of North America
edited by victoria lindsay levine 
and dylan robinson

Revisioning Indigenous musicology

Indigenous and se� ler scholars from both Canada and 
the United States explore topics that range from powwow, 
Native Classical, and hip-hop to television soundtracks 
and experimental music. Working from the premise 
that multiple modernities exist for Indigenous peoples, 
the authors seek to understand contemporary musical 
expression from Native perspectives and to decolonize 
the study of Native American/First Nations music. Topics 
include innovative technology, identity formation and self-
representation, political activism, and translocal musical 
exchange, bringing ethnomusicology into dialogue with 
critical Indigenous studies.

“� is stunning book explodes every iteration of the 
indigenous-modern dialectic. Its essays range across 
borders, generations, technologies, genres, politics, and 
identities to produce brilliant and coherent arguments that 
de� ne the leading edge of Indigenous sound studies.”
  Philip J. Deloria, author of Indians in 

Unexpected Places

“� is volume provides an exciting collection of diverse, 
multigenerational Indigenous and se� ler perspectives on 
Indigenous musical modernities. Case studies considering 
multiple topics and genres are thoughtfully interwoven to 
provide models for continuing the much-needed work of 
decolonizing Native North American ethnomusicology.”
  Charlotte Frisbie, professor emerita of 

anthropology, Southern Illinois University, Edwardsville

victoria lindsay levine is professor of music at 
Colorado College and is the author of Writing American 
Indian Music, co-author of Choctaw Music and Dance, and 
co-editor of � is � ing Called Music. dylan robinson 
(Stó:lō) is the Canada Research Chair in Indigenous Arts 
at Queen’s University and is the co-editor of Opera Indigene 
and Arts of Engagement.

February
360 pp., 34 illus., 5 tables, 6 x 9"

Unjacketed cloth, $85.00 x
 978-0-8195-7862-4 (CAD 107.00)
Paper, $26.95 • 978-0-8195-7863-1 (CAD 34.00)
Ebook, $21.99 • 978-0-8195-7864-8

music / indigenous studies

Music/Culture

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $28.95 · 978-0-8195-7665-1
Ebook, $23.95 · 978-0-8195-7666-8

also of interest

Theorizing 
Sound Writing
DEBOR AH 
KAPCHAN

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/music-and-modernity-among-first-peoples-of-north-america-levine-robinson/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/music-and-modernity-among-first-peoples-of-north-america-levine-robinson/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/theorizing-sound-writing-kapchan/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/theorizing-sound-writing-kapchan/
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Konnakkol Manual
An Advanced Course in Solkattu
david p. nelson

Exercises and theory for advanced students of Solkattu

Konnakkol Manual assists in the advanced study of Karnatak 
(South Indian) music. It picks up where Sola� u Manual 
le   o� , including advanced exercises and a discussion of 
the sources of Karnatak talas (meters). In one chapter, the 
evolution of rhythmic compositions is illustrated through 
the work of three generations of musicians. � e book 
contains full tani āvartanams (spoken percussion solos) 
in three talas, together with instructions for practice and 
Solka� u notation. A hundred and �   y accompanying 
instructional videos are available at wesleyan.edu/wespress/
konnakkol.

“A valuable addition to rhythm studies for any musician. 
Very appropriate for teachers and students.”
  Glen Valez, New School

“High caliber and innovative mrdangist David Nelson 
shares insights acquired over more than four decades in 
this well-paced guide to advanced rhythmic composition in 
South Indian music. Wri� en in an inviting style and amply 
illustrated with video demonstrations, this manual will be 
useful for creative musicians of all backgrounds.” 
  Richard K. Wolf, author of � e Voice in the Drum

david p. nelson has been performing and teaching 
South Indian drumming since 1975 and has a Ph.D. in 
ethnomusicology from Wesleyan University, where he is 
currently adjunct assistant professor.

June
200 pp., 8V x 11"

Paper, $34.95 • 978-0-8195-7878-5 (CAD 44.00)
Ebook, $27.99 • 978-0-8195-7879-2

music

Wesleyan University Press

Paper, $34.95 · 978-0-8195-7523-4
Ebook, $27.99 · 978-0-8195-7448-0

also of interest

Solkattu Manual
An Introduction 
to the Rhythmic 
Language of South 
Indian Music
DAVI D P. N ELSON

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/konnakkol-manual-nelson/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/konnakkol-manual-nelson/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/solkattu-manual-nelson/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/solkattu-manual-nelson/
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Wesleyan University Press

April
108 pp., 6 x 9"

Paper, $14.95 • 978-0-8195-7712-2 (CAD 19.00)
Ebook, $11.95 • 978-0-8195-7713-9

poetry

Wesleyan Poetry

In the Language of My Captor
shane mccrae

Acclaimed poet Shane McCrae’s latest collection is a 
book about freedom told through stories of captivity. 
Historical persona poems and a prose memoir at 
the center of the book address the illusory freedom 
of both black and white Americans. In the book’s 
three sequences, McCrae explores the role mass 
entertainment plays in oppression, he confronts the 
myth that freedom can be based upon the power to 
dominate others, and, in poems about the mixed-
race child adopted by Je� erson Davis in the last year 
of the Civil War, he interrogates the infrequently 
examined connections between racism and love. 

“His language remains as stark as the perdurable, 
terrible history it contains — a history that is not 
over yet.”

Stephanie Burt, New York Times Book Review

“[A]n astonishingly precise account of a complex 
emotional past.”
  Ryo Yamaguchi, Boston Review

shane mccrae is the author of four books of poetry 
including � e Animal Too Big to Kill, Mule, Forgiveness 
Forgiveness, and Blood and the newly published 
collection � e Gilded Auction Block.

now in 
paperback

Poems about 
captivity, escape, and 
the possibility 
of freedom

Finalist for the 
2017 National Book 
Award for Poetry

Available now
160 pp., 6 x 9"

Paper, $14.95 • 978-0-8195-7909-6 (CAD 19.00)
Ebook, $11.99 • 978-0-8195-7824-2

poetry

Wesleyan Poetry

Wobble
rae armantrout

Pulitzer Prize–winning poet Rae Armantrout 
exposes the uncertainty and imbalance of the 
current moment in her acclaimed new collection, 
Wobble. Her language is unexpected yet exact, 
each poem playing o�  the collective sense that 
the shi  ing ground of daily reality is a warning of 
imminent systemic collapse. Funny and playful, 
alarming and � erce, this book plays peek-a-boo with 
doom. Armantrout’s poems confess the human 
failings that have led to our current situation, and 
leave us asking if the American Dream may be a 
nightmare from which we can’t awaken.

“Armantrout frequently makes use of both familiar 
forms and experimental techniques, only to 
comment on and ironize them within the language 
of the poem. � is volume is marked by wry humor 
and striking self-awareness when considering 
writerly cra  . Indeed, Armantrout’s intelligence and 
keen insight are equally present in the work’s humor 
and cultural commentary.” 
  Publishers Weekly (starred review)

rae armantrout is the Pulitzer Prize–winning 
author of fourteen books of poetry. She has 
published nine books with Wesleyan University 
Press, including Entanglements, Partly, and Versed.

now in 
paperback

Poems written 
on the shifting 
ground of imminent 
systemic collapse

Finalist for the 
2018 National Book 
Award for Poetry

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/wobble-armantrout/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/wobble-armantrout/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/in-the-language-of-my-captor-mccrae/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/in-the-language-of-my-captor-mccrae/
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Available now
104 pp., 7 x 9V"

Paper, $15.95 • 978-0-8195-7744-3 (CAD 20.00)
Ebook, $11.99 • 978-0-8195-7745-0

poetry

Wesleyan Poetry

semiautomatic
evie shockley

Art can’t shield our bodies or stabilize the earth’s 
climate, but Evie Shockley’s semiautomatic insists that it 
can feed the spirit and reawaken the imagination. � e 
volume responds primarily to the twenty-� rst century’s 
inescapable evidence of the terms of black life—not so 
much new as newly visible. � e poems trace a whole 
web of connections between the kinds of violence that 
a� ect people across the racial, ethnic, gender, class, 
sexual, national, and linguistic boundaries that do and 
do not divide us.  How do we protect our humanity, 
our ability to feel deeply and think freely, in the face of 
a seemingly endless onslaught of physical, social, and 
environmental abuses?  Where do we � nd language to 
describe, process, and check the a� acks and injuries 
we see and su� er? What actions can break us out of 
the soul-numbing cycle of emotions, moving through 
outrage, mourning, and despair, again and again?  In 
poems that span fragment to narrative and quiz to 
constraint, from procedure to prose and sequence to 
song, semiautomatic culls past and present for guides to 
a hoped-for future.

“Evie Shockley burns up the page with her new 
collection…. semiautomatic is a 21st century survival 
guide, � erce and full of compassion.”
  Diana Whitney, San Francisco Chronicle

evie shockley is the author of several collections
of poetry and numerous awards. She currently is an 
associate professor of English at Rutgers University, 
New Brunswick.

now in 
paperback

Poetry that acts as 
a fi erce and loving 
resistance to violence
2018 Hurston/Wright 
Legacy Award Winner

Wesleyan University Press

April
152 pp., 76 color illus., 6 x 9"

Paper, $14.95 • 978-0-8195-7894-5 (CAD 19.00)
Ebook, $11.99 • 978-0-8195-7842-6

poetry

Wesleyan Poetry

Extra Hidden Life, 
among the Days
brenda hillman

Brenda Hillman’s most recent book, Seasonal 
Works with Le� ers on Fire, won the 2014 Gri�  n 
Poetry Trust International Poetry Prize and was 
longlisted for the National Book Award. By turns 
plain and transcendent, Hillman’s new collection 
meditates on nature, bacteria, buildings, roots, and 
stars, ending with twinned elegies and poems 
about forests and seashores. � is is poetry as a 
discipline of love and service to the world, whose 
lines shepherd us through grief and into an ethics 
of active resistance. A visionary and critically 
important work for our time.

“Neither simply empirical nor transcendental, 
Hillman’s poetry takes what she calls 

‘woodmind’—a sort of deep a� ention to natural 
processes—and applies it to notions of human 
action, recollection, imagination, and cra  .”

Publishers Weekly (starred review)

brenda hillman is an activist, writer, editor, and
teacher. Hillman serves on the faculty of Saint 
Mary’s College in Moraga, California.

now in 
paperback

Poetry of grief and 
sustenance from an 
award-winning poet

https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/semiautomatic-shockley/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/semiautomatic-shockley/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/extra-hidden-life-among-the-days-hillman/
https://www.hfsbooks.com/books/extra-hidden-life-among-the-days-hillman/
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Available now
78 pp., 74 illus., 4 x 6"

Paper, $16.00 • 9780819578976 (CAD 20.00)

poetry / humor / pet dogs

Death of the Poets, Thirty Polite 
Things to Say, and Dog Truths 
(Gift Set)
kit reed
illustrations by joseph w. reed

Darkly humorous, pointedly funny and 
whimsical, Reed was a true American writer

Death of a Poet is rhyming couplets meet etched 
illustrations in this whimsically dark chapbook 
about poets and their deaths.

In hyperbolic fashion, the preface to � irty Polite 
� ings to Say reads, “� ere are times in the lives 
of us all in which we are at a loss for words. � is 
volume a� empts a partial solution.” What follows 
are thirty things perhaps we shouldn’t say, but � nd 
ourselves saying anyway. � e book is pointedly 
funny.

Dog Truths includes absurd graphs, charts, and 
diagrams that tell the truth about dogs—their size, 
a� itude, and likeability is laid bare for all to read 
and enjoy.

kit reed ( June 7, 1932–September 24, 2017) was 
an American author whose short stories have been 
nominated for the Nebula, World Fantasy, Shirley 
Jackson, and Tiptree Awards. joseph w. reed is 
professor emeritus of � lm and American studies at 
Wesleyan University.

Wesleyan University Press

American Poets in 
the 21st Century
Poetics of Social Engagement
edited by claudia rankine 
and michael dowdy
Paper, $29.95 · 978-0-8195-7830-3
Ebook, $23.99 · 978-0-8195-7831-0

“Poets in this important volume testify to the fact that 
poetry makes something happen by imagining a new 
plural subject—resistant and disobedient in equal parts.”
  Michael Davidson, author of Concerto for 

the Le�  Hand

bury it
sam sax
Paper, $14.95 · 978-0-8195-7731-3
Ebook, $11.99 · 978-0-8195-7732-0

“. . . [W]here Sax is at his best, providing grati� cation 
against the relentless obliteration and displeasure that 
haunts these poems.”

Publishers Weekly

BAX 2018
Best American Experimental Writing
edited by seth abramson, 
jesse  damiani, and 
myung mi kim
Paper, $19.95 · 978-0-8195-7818-1
Ebook, $15.99 · 978-0-8195-7819-8

“Restive exploration brings together these otherwise 
beguilingly multifarious works. What does not 
change is the necessity for change.”
 Charles Bernstein, author of Pitch of Poetry

Counter-Desecration
A Glossary for Writing Within the 
Anthropocene
edited by l inda russo and 
marthe reed
Paper, $16.95 · 978-0-8195-7846-4
Ebook, $13.99 · 978-0-8195-7847-1

“. . . [I]lluminates losses and violations, o� ers resources, 
inspires hope.”

Lynn Keller, author of Recomposing 

Recent Titles
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