








Johnston also has a powerful partner
in the Greater Des Moines Partnership, the
economic and community development
organization serving Central lowa. The
Partnership works to grow opportunity,
create jobs, and promote the best place to
build a business, a career, and a future in
Johnston and surrounding cities. It’s been
around an impressive 129 years.

Recent economic indicators show the
region will remain strong and healthy.
Employment growth - at 3.5% - outpaced
Midwest peers including Chicago, Minneapolis
and Kansas City over the past year.

The Greater Des Moines region has a
population of 763,914 people (2017 estimate)
with an average household income of
$74,932. Median home sales prices this spring
were at $193,500. Since 2010, population
has grown by 13 percent. Projections have
the region nearing 1 million in population in
coming years.

With statistics that strong, it’s no wonder
Forbes Magazine ranked Des Moines the #5
Best Place for Business in 2018. When you
invest in Johnston, you not only become a
part of a successful suburban city, you're part
of an entire Des Moines metro that continues
to strengthen and surprise.
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SCIENCE CENTER

With live science demonstrations, a
50-foot planetarium and a six-story
IMAX dome theater, the Science Center
of lowa educates and entertains!
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Blank Park Zoo is “lowa’s Wildest
Adventure!” Experience the wonders
of nature found in the tropical
rainforests, Australian Outback and
Africa. The zoo offers educational
classes, tours and rental facilities.

FARMERS’ MARKET

Find locally grown farm fresh food,
unique art, live entertainment,
breakfast and more at the downtown
Des Moines Farmers’ Market. This
summertime staple attracts tens of
thousands of people each year and is
consistently ranked among the best
Farmers’ Markets in the country.

SPORTS

The lowa Cubs are the Triple-A affiliate
of the Chicago Cubs. The I-Cubs play
in 11,000-seat Principal Park as part of
the Pacific Coast League. Des Moines
is also home to the American Hockey
League’s lowa Wild, the Indoor
Football League’s lowa Barnstormers
and the NBA Development League’s
lowa Energy, who all play in the
17,000-seat Wells Fargo Arena.

ARTS

Des Moines Performing Arts is the
home of the Des Moines Symphony,
Drama Workshop and many others.
Since opening in 1979, the Civic Center
of Greater Des Moineshas been host to
major Broadway touring companies,
performers and groups. It is nationally
recognized as an excellent facility in
which to perform. The capitol city

is also the proud home of the Des
Moines Arts Center, the Botanical
Garden and the annual Des Moines
Arts Festival, consistently named one
of the top art festivals in the country.
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0 assist property owners, engineers

and developers, the City developed an

online platform that allows the Zoning
Ordinance to be easily searched, an online
interactive Zoning Map, helpful calculators to
determine the required amount of parking,
buffers landscaping and other useful tools.
Applicants for development projects are
able to upload their applications, site plans
and other documents electronically through
the new “Application Upload” tool. To utilize
these valuable resources, please visit
www.cityofjohnston.com/encode.

David Wilwerding, AICP
Community Development Director
dwilwerding@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7775

Aaron Wolfe, AICP
Planner
awolfe@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7766

Clayton Ender, AICP Candidate
Planner
cender@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7763
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Adam Plagge

Economic Development Manager
aplagge@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7774

Dave Croll

G/S Coordinator
dcroll@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7780

Doug Sandvig

Building Official
dsandvig@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7767

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT STAFF

The success of Johnston would not be
possible without the dedicated work of the
Community and Economic Development
team. Please do not hesitate to contact any
member of our team.

John Taylor

Building Inspector I/
jtaylor@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7773

Eric Rehm

Building Inspector I/
erehm@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7779

Rebekah Davis
Administrative Assistant
rdavis@cityofjohnston.com
(515) 727-7778



JOHNSTON: 50 YEARS A CITY,;
173 YEARS A COMMUNITY

M.W. Robinson established the
1,120 acre Robinson ranch near what is
now NW 55th Avenue and Merle Hay
Road in 1869.

John F. Johnston served as
the local stationmaster and the area
became known as Johnston Station.

The dirt road of NW 58th Street
was selected as the main route to
Camp Dodge and a new brick road was
created there from Douglas Avenue
to Camp Dodge. The road’s name was
changed to Merle Hay Road in late 1917;
after the first lowa soldier to die in
World War |.

Henry Wallace and his brother
founded the Hi-Bred Corn Company,
which later became Pioneer Hi-Bred.
Mr. Wallace later served as Secretary
of Agriculture, Secretary of Commerce
and Vice President under President
Franklin Roosevelt.

The start of Green Meadows,
which was the first master planned
community development in the state
of lowa.

John Deere Financial began
construction on a new worldwide
headquarters in Johnston.

Johnston was identified as the
most educated city in lowa.
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The Des Moines and Central
lowa Railway was built from downtown
Des Moines to Perry

The 4,500 acre site of Camp
Dodge was created in 1908. With
the start of World War |, it become a
primary training center for the upper
Midwest, accommodating almost
40.000 recruits.

The Consolidated School District
of Johnston graduated its first high
school class of 6 students.

Amid annexation rumors, the
City of Johnston was formed. On
December 11, incorporation papers
were signed by the Clerk of the
District Court. The city council met
for the first time in the basement of
Mayor Southwick’s home.

The Johnston (Station) Historical
Society was incorporated.

Laverne and Shirley Simpson
donated a 6-bedroom farmhouse, built
in 1902, a windmill and a barn to the
Johnston (Station) Historical Society
moved to Johnston Commons location.

The City of Johnston will
celebrate its 50th year anniversary!
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CITY OF JOHNSTON
(515) 278-2344
CITYOFJOHNSTON.COM

JOHNSTON ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
(515) 564-6547
THRIVE@GROWJOHNSTON.COM

THRIVE. EVERY DAY.
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