Summer/Fall 2018
Vol 68
ISSUES #3 & #4

THE MAGAZINE OF WILMINGTON COLLEGE

Largest-ever freshman class
starts their WC Experience
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Jim Reynolds welcomes
freshmen Jaevonni Chadwick
and D.J. Chambers to
a lunch he and his wife,
Sue, hosted for the record
entering class in August.

Dear Alumni and Friends:
This fall marks the beginning of my 12th year on campus,
my 8th as president. Each year seems to bring its own set of
opportunities and challenges and this year is no exception.
Thankfully, the opportunities far outpace the challenges that
we face.
Our great opportunity this year is to welcome the largest
entering class in the history of the College. This fall, 450
students new to campus joined our community and they
have been making their own personal transitions as they
begin their journey towards a college degree. You know it’s
a big class when they ask me to teach one of the sections of
our First Year Experience (FYE) course!
That’s right – for the first time in a number of years, I have
been back in the classroom with 20 new students, helping
to guide them through the first eight weeks of the semester. Sue has also volunteered to teach one of the sections
and now, many of our evenings are spent grading papers,
developing our lesson plans for the coming class meetings
and often discussing the variety of paths that have led our
students to Wilmington College.
One of our core learnings from teaching our sections of
the FYE course is that there is no “one size fits all” approach
to helping them assimilate into our campus community.
Some of our students are incredibly savvy and require little
to no help in negotiating our campus culture. They have
found everything that they need and they are beginning to
blossom into mature adults with wide and various interests.
Some of our students are noticeably reserved and require
a bit more personal interaction. Sue and I have had many
individual conferences with students, encouraging them
to get involved and to find a group of fellow students to
study with or hang out. A small group of our students have
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significant needs – they have good work ethics but need a
guide or mentor to advocate for them as they deal with the
changes that come when going from high school to college.
Thankfully, Wilmington College has a very strong support
staff that is personally invested in our students’ success and
are available to help in those times when Sue or I can’t give
them enough of what they need to be successful.
What has been most gratifying to both Sue and me is
watching our students becoming active members of our
campus community. We see them at the many events we
attend. We have a chance to chat informally with them when
we walk our dog, Phoebe, on campus and they stop us for a
little “puppy therapy.” We interact with them when we eat
a meal with them at our campus cafeteria. Each interaction
with students helps to reconfirm for both of us that what
we do here is meaningful and important.
As alumni and friends of the College, your support and
your contributions of your time, talents and treasures make
all of this possible for our students and I want you to know
how grateful we are to be able to provide a campus environment that is still the same today as when you were members
of our community. Please accept my great thanks for all that
you do for our students and this wonderful college!
With great respect for you all,

Jim Reynolds
President
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HOMECOMING

The annual fall ritual brought hundreds back to
campus for a weekend of renewing ties with former
classmates and their alma mater.
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Dorothy Gurtzweiler’s 40-year career witnessed
remarkable changes in the way we communicate
and the tools we use. The communication arts prof
recalls “nice kids who wanted to learn.”
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ALUMNI REUNION WEEKEND

The Class of 1968’s 50-year anniversary celebration
of their graduation highlighted a weekend of
activities that included the presentation of
alumni citations for distinguished careers and the
presentation of Quaker Emeriti Medallions. While
1968 was an especially turbulent time, it also marked
the debut of the world’s most famous sandwich.
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CAMPUS NEWS

The Class of 2022 engages in the WC tradition of signing the Campus Rock, which signifies their arrival on campus.

RECORD-BREAKER
Largest entering class ever begins its WC Experience
Randy Sarvis
Wilmington College’s entering class for the fall 2018
semester is a record-breaker.
The College realized it was on a record pace as impressive
numbers of freshmen made commitments throughout the
spring. Then it became even more certain as they attended
summer orientation. On Aug. 16, the numbers still looked
great when several hundred new students moved in and
began their orientation and first day of classes the following
Monday.
The eagerly anticipated record numbers became official
Sept. 4 with the “14-day census,” which constitutes the
enrollment totals reported to the Ohio Dept. of Education
and other official entities.
Wilmington College is hosting a record 385 first-time
freshmen and 450 new students, the latter of which constitutes a combination of the new freshmen and 65 transfer students. The number of students on the main campus
totals 1,103, while the Cincinnati Branches are hosting 139
students.
The fall semester enrollment of new freshmen eclipses
the long-standing record of 383 set in 1946 and equaled in
2014. The GI Bill fueled an incredible enrollment boom in
the years immediately following World War II. This year’s
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total of new students breaks the previous record 437 from
2014.
President Jim Reynolds said the enrollment records provide further proof the College is on a “positive trajectory.”
Also, this record enrollment provides “a great opportunity
for continued efforts toward changing family trees through
the distinct hands-on learning opportunities offered at the
College.”
Dennis Kelly, senior vice president/chief enrollment officer, cited the record entering class as a “direct result” of the
College implementing and delivering on several new strategic initiatives.
The reinstatement of the wrestling program, coupled with
the employment of athletics interns to assist with student-athlete recruitment, served to boost the number of
students engaged in athletics. Indeed, 57 percent of new
students intend to participate in a sport. Also, the College
has become more intentional in its recruitment of international students, which, when coupled with students who
identify as part of a minority group, constitute 20 percent of
the entering class.
In addition, the former Wilmington SUCCEEDS local
recruitment program expanded this year to Clinton Coun-

ty SUCCEEDS, which resulted in a
modern-day record number of local
residents attending WC. Furthermore,
the College enhanced its marketing
and enrollment management efforts
and dramatically increased the number of campus visits by prospective
students.
“Led by solid performances from
the Enrollment Management and
Athletics staffs, this College-wide
effort reinforces the statement that,
‘It takes a village to enroll an entering
class each fall,’” Kelly added.
At the New Student Convocation,
the president said the next four years
will require “work and perseverance”
but the end result of personal growth,
starting a career path, gaining lifelong friends and being a part of
Incoming freshman Margaret Westerbeck (CENTER) of Cincinnati is all smiles as members of the College’s
something special will be worth it.
Move-In Crew handle carrying her belongings into her new home in Pickett Hall. A WC tradition, members of
“You’re not alone — we’re here
fraternities, sororities, athletic teams and other organizations each year volunteer to assist new students with
to help you — but you need to take
their move onto the campus.
responsibility. You’ll have to push
yourselves but this is a truly amazing
advantage of all the College has to offer. He hopes each of
journey,” he told the more than 450 freshmen and transfer
them will soon be able to tell themselves: “I love my new
students their second day on campus.
world.”
“Take advantage of new opportunities and recreate your
Don Muchmore, a 1973 graduate and president of Alumni
best selves.”
Council, said he too was once a freshman, albeit 48 years
As the students navigate this new environment during
ago.
their first semester, some might be asking themselves,
“A lot has changed since then, but some things have not
“Where did my world go?” Reynolds said. “There will be
changed,” he said. “Wilmington College gave me an opportwists and turns, but your world isn’t gone; it’s expanded.”
tunity to be my best and for me to make a difference. Like it
The president told them to believe in themselves and take
has for me, WC will make a difference in your lives.”

An onslaught of freshmen make their way to the Campus Rock to engage in the tradition of signing in at the start of their Wilmington College experience.
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COMMENCEMENT

President Jim Reynolds presents the Commencement address before a capacity crowd in Hermann Court.

‘DON’T MAJOR IN THE MINOR’
College confers 295 degrees at 142nd Commencement
Randy Sarvis
President Jim Reynolds said it’s often easy to become consumed by insignificant annoyances and minor inconveniences
like an instance of mediocre service in a restaurant, a curt
response from a store employee or a crying baby.
As he hearkened the Midwest values with which he grew up
— such as being patient, polite and waiting one’s turn — Reynolds told graduates there will be times to be rightfully impatient and even downright indignant.
“For example, the residents of Flint, Mich., still don’t have
clean drinking water. I think someone should be impatient
about that. There are still tens of thousands of American citizens in Puerto Rico without electricity eight months after Hurricane Maria. I think someone should be impatient about that.
Fourteen million children in the United States, the richest and
most prosperous nation in the world, go to bed hungry every
night. I think someone should be impatient about that!
“Don’t major in the minor,” he added.
“Be impatient about things that are truly worth being impatient about — and do something about it. No gesture toward
solving big issues is a waste of time, so don’t ever lose the
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capacity to be impatient for the right reason.”
“Be impatient” was one of four phrases Reynolds touched
upon while delivering the keynote address May 12 at Wilmington College’s 142nd Commencement, a ceremony he described
as a demarcation point at which graduates “go forward as educated men and women, who will help to create a better society
for all of us to live and work in.”
The first phrase he mentioned was “I don’t want to hear
this,” which often alludes to one’s initial reaction to receiving personal or professional criticism. While censure may not
always be warranted, let alone welcomed, Reynolds urged the
graduates to develop thicker skins and take valid criticism as a
means for self-improvement.
“Embrace and act on it. Constructive criticism is meant to be
a call for action,” he said. “Don’t see it as a detriment. See it as
a starting point to becoming the better person you want to be.”
“Save your forks” was the most curious of the four phrases
upon initial mention.
The president recalled how his parents worked outside the
home, yet his family always gathered at 6 o’clock for dinner

together. While “it’s time to clear the table” and “do the dishes”
were often-heard directives to the Reynolds brothers, they
longed for those special moments when their mother summoned her family to “save your forks.”
That meant a grand dessert was in store, often a fruit pie
or possibly Reynolds’ favorite, coconut cream pie. His family
found great joy in those moments.
As the world bombards us with negative messages, Reynolds
said it is important to seek the positive and remember how it
feels to receive something special and unexpected.
“Rise above those negative messages and falling into the
trap of cynicism,” he added. “Resolve to make your life and the
lives of others joyful and to see the good before you see the
worst.”
Finally, the president addressed the phrase, “not goodbye,
but so long.” He shared a story involving the sense of camaraderie that developed while he worked in a pharmaceutical lab.
Workers took an extended coffee break Friday afternoons that
evolved into impromptu farewell parties after a larger corporation absorbed the small company, resulting in many of his
co-workers being reassigned and otherwise leaving.
Reynolds noticed that a company stalwart, Sam, always bade
his departing co-workers farewell by shaking their hand and
saying, “not goodbye, but so long.” When Sam’s final Friday
coffee break came around, he was asked why he used that
terminology. It turned out that Sam fled the Castro regime in
Cuba and was forced to say “goodbye” to his parents— never to

Tara Karnes captures a pre-Commencement memory of friends Mason
Thoma and Jade Newton.

see them again.
“That was why he never said ‘goodbye’ to anyone — he didn’t
want to say that he’d never see them again,” Reynolds said.
“So, much like my friend, Sam, I won’t say ‘goodbye’ to you
today because I don’t want to contemplate never seeing you
again,” he added, noting, rather, he wished to extend his thanks
for what each graduate contributed to the life of the College.
“I speak for all the faculty and staff and say thanks for giving
us the opportunity to know you and be a small part of your
exceptional lives. So long — and save your forks!”

Dr. Steven A. Stovall, associate professor of management, congratulates Casey Dwire as the recessional of graduates exits through a gauntlet of faculty and staff.
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COMMENCEMENT

Travis Scheadler shared a story about Arnold Schwarzenegger in his comments as the main campus speaker. Board of Trustees Chair Bob Touchton congratulates Travis.

BAD MOODS, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER
AND A TRANSFORMING EXPERIENCE
Students share reflections at Commencement and Baccalaureate
Randy Sarvis
Sarah Holtsclaw ’18 recalled a “cold miserable day” this
spring when the stress of her final semester workload, anxiety about securing a job and, yes, consternation over snow in April found her down
in the dumps.
“To warm up on my walk home from
class, I cut through Pyle, the student
center. I didn’t feel like talking to anyone,
so I kept my head down and tried to sneak
through the doors,” she said.
But her reticent cover was quickly blown
as Holtsclaw soon realized something she
already knew: being anonymous by one’s
Sarah Holtsclaw
senior year is nearly impossible at Wilmington College.
“In the lobby was a smiling Chip Murdock reaching out for
a handshake, asking you how you’re doing, inviting you to an
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upcoming diversity and inclusion event, and telling you how
proud he is of you and all the other ‘movers and shakers’ on
campus,” she said.
As Holtsclaw continued through the lobby, Nina Talley,
director of Career Resources, stepped from her office to
say, “hello.” Subsequently, she crossed paths with Sigrid
Solomon, vice president for student affairs, returning to her

“This place is special. The
Wilmington College community
truly cares about each and every
one of us. We’ll carry a piece of WC
in our hearts and always look back
fondly on this place we called home:
Wilmington College.”
– SARAH HOLTSCLAW

office. Witness another warm greeting.
“I kept walking and came across my friends tabling for Amnesty International. They said ‘hi’ and asked me to sign their
petition. My sorority sisters working in the Housing Office
spotted me and yelled ‘hello’ before, rounding the corner on
my way out of Pyle, I stopped by my mailbox, where I found a
green card, which meant I received a package.”
Gary McCoy, the mailroom supervisor and who Holtsclaw
described as the “most cheerful person on campus,” greeted
her asking how classes were going and wishing her good luck
on final exams as he handed over the package.
“By the time I made it from one side of Pyle to the other,
I felt like a totally different person — standing tall, smiling, ready to take on the world and spring showers of sleet
outside,” she said. “One of the best cures for a bad mood is a
walk through Pyle!”
Holtsclaw said the College’s core values “helped shape” the
past four years for her, “but one value stood taller than the
rest — community. This place is special. The Wilmington College community truly cares about each and every one of us.

Graduation cap art was readily apparent in the sea of 295 graduates.

We’ll carry a piece of WC in our hearts and always look back
fondly on this place we called home: Wilmington College.”
Holtsclaw, co-recipient of the 2018 Robert E. Lucas Award
for Leadership, shared those thoughts during the Baccalaureate service. The other Lucas Award winner, Travis Scheadler
’18, spoke as the main campus representative at Commencement.
Scheadler shared a tale about Arnold Schwarzenegger,
whose incredible rags-to-riches story includes periods as the
world’s most famous body-builder and multi-millionaire actor
who married into America’s royal family, the Kennedys, and
was elected governor of California.
In 2016, Schwarzenegger posted a photo of himself in a
sleeping bag at the foot of a statue of himself outside a hotel
he helped open years ago that promised him a free room for
life. No longer standing on his formerly celebrated pedestals,
he was denied a complimentary room.
“When I was in an important position, they always complimented me, and, when I lost this position, they forgot about
me,” Scheadler quoted him as saying. “Do not trust your position or the amount of money you have, nor your power, nor
your intelligence. It will not last — nothing lasts forever.”
Scheadler took issue with that statement.
“You see, there is something that can take just a moment,
but last forever — memories,” he said. “Use your memories

Mitchell Pfaltzgraf shows off his diploma en route back to his seat during the
conferring of degrees.
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COMMENCEMENT

and experiences to carry you through
whatever life gives you.”
Edgardo R. Honda, who reflected on his
WC experience as the Cincinnati Branch’s
representative, is engaged in a successful
information technology career that spans
more than 30 years working for a number
of prominent corporations.
He shared how a “caring mentor”
suggested he finish the college education
he started in the mid-1970s, as it would
Edgardo Honda
not only strengthen his resume but also
“round-out my professional acumen.” Upon comparing the
myriad of colleges in the Cincinnati area catering to nontraditional students, “Hands-down, Wilmington College was my
top choice.”
Honda, whose ancestry originated primarily in Japan and
Spain, found the experience transforming in “opening my eyes
and reducing gaps I did not know I had.” He committed himself to living a life that reflects the College’s values.
“We must find ways to apply daily what we have learned,”

he said. “Apply it in the way we think and act. In the way we
treat our family members, our neighbors, our co-workers,
subordinates and leaders. In the way we treat strangers and
in the way we treat those that look, think, act and worship
differently.
“As we do this, we will soon find that we are all different,
but so much alike as well.”
A period of Quaker-inspired reflection at the Baccalaureate service provided an opportunity for those moved to
offer insight upon what campus minister Nancy McCormick
described as “this great gift we call love.”
Some of the comments included: “I feel like you have been
my family away from my family. You have been my brothers
and sisters here, and you’ve let me be myself.” “I fell in love
with this campus. It is full of life and nourishment.”
A transfer student noted that WC “made me feel something
I’ve longed for in a school. Thank you for enriching my life.”
“My time here has been amazing.” “My heart is so full. This
campus is truly loving and gave me the opportunity to grow as
a person.”

Nathan Scott adjusts the cap of his basketball teammate, Christian Jones, just prior to the procession of soon-to-be-graduates traversing the campus mall to Hermann Court.
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President Jim Reynolds looks on as graduating senior Marquis Jackson’s grandmother, Gilda Wahid, presents Marquis his Kente stole at the Tyehimba ceremony.

TYEHIMBA

Ceremony celebrates diversity and success
Graduating senior Brittany Montgomery’s godmother
saw a sea of black, brown and white faces, along with
various ethnicities as she viewed the audience of students, family members, faculty and staff at Wilmington
College’s April 26 Tyehimba ceremony.
“This is a mixed crowd and that’s how life should be,”
Belinda Sewell exclaimed.
Indeed, Tyehimba is a ceremony with Swahili African
roots that recognizes the heritage of those that are on
the verge of accomplishing a significant milestone in their
lives. While typically an Afrocentric event, the College,
in recent years, has expanded it to also include self-described graduates-of-color, international students and
and others who possess a strong global perspective or
represent historically marginalized groups of Americans.
Some 40 graduating seniors participated in the ceremony, which culminated with each having a Commencement
stole presented to them by a family member or a WC
faculty/staff member with whom they’ve had an especially
positive relationship.
“Tyehimba also celebrates the families and friends of

those graduates who will soon be walking across the
stage,” said Chip Murdock, whose Office of Diversity and
Inclusion presented the event.
While the Black Student Initiative and International Club have long been mainstays at WC, recent years
have witnessed the emergence of student associations
highlighting Latino, Native American, Jewish and LGBTQ
students.
“Regardless of what color you are on this campus, you
are supported by a plethora of persons,” Murdock added.
“This time of year is our payday — your success represents
our emotional and psychological salary.”
After senior Catreece Tatum sang a gospel number, her
mother, Neatra Lockett-Foreman, shared the memory of
dropping off her daughter for the Multicultural Overnight
admission event when Catreece was still a senior in high
school. She shared a mother’s pride in her daughter’s
accomplishments and advised her to, “Go into the world
and make a difference. Be generous with your time, your
friendship and your talents. Always go the extra mile and
pursue what you love.”
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Stevie A. Scott is all smiles seconds after receiving his diploma. He attended the Cincinnati Branch.

‘YOU WEATHERED MANY STORMS’
Cincinnati Branch students took the long and winding road
“I can’t say
‘thank you’
enough for how
much I value
the education
I’ve had at
Wilmington
College.”
– CORNELLA DAY
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Randy Sarvis
Renee LaPine recalled years ago a
mentor telling her that, in 11 years, she
would be 40 years old — with or without
a college degree. She took those words
to heart and, balancing work and family obligations, enrolled in WC’s Evening
College program and earned her degree.
Today, she is is CEO of Emsar Corp.
The WC trustee, who addressed
soon-to-be graduates at the Cincinnati
Branch’s 24th annual Senior Recognition
Banquet, shared her admiration for fellow
nontraditional students who persevered

through “obstacles that were lessons in
disguise.”
“You each have a story and have
weathered many storms to get where you
are today,” LaPine said. “I admire you and
I admire the faculty and staff that provide
this opportunity for you.”
Some 17 students from the Blue Ash
campus and 30 from WC’s degree completion program at Cincinnati State were
among the 295 WC graduates May 12.
President Jim Reynolds called the
banquet the graduates’ “victory party” as

LaTonia Calhoun

Cornella Day

he cited their courage, affection for those who supported them throughout their journey and the perseverance it
took to achieve this milestone.
“You’ve done something very special and it took grit to
do this,” he said, adding that “we gain such an intrinsic
reward from your success.”
Dr. Sylvia Stevens, vice president for external programs,
thanked the graduates “for being part of our lives” at the
College. “We know all you’ve balanced to get to this point
and we’ve cheered you on all along the way.”

“Our dreams are reached outside
our comfort zones.”
– LATONIA CALHOUN
LaTonia Calhoun ’18, a 2013 Cincinnati State graduate,
started at WC’s Cincinnati State program in 2016 while
holding both a full and part-time job.
“Our dreams are reached outside our comfort zones,”
she said. “It was a challenge juggling family, work and
school, but my professors pushed me to greater heights.”
Cornella Day ’18, a mother, wife and full-time worker,
transferred from Southern State and drove 77 miles one
way to school in Cincinnati from the Adams County town
of Lynx.
“I wanted to better my life for that little girl back there,”
she said. “(I originally thought) these classes aren’t going
to change the way I think. Then I met Bernie (Dr. Bernie
Matt) — he’s made me see things differently. I can’t say
‘thank you’ enough for how much I value the education I’ve
had at Wilmington College.”

Sophie Camara

Sophie Camara ’18 shared how 14 years ago she lived in
Africa before coming to the United States. She noted how
managing time was her biggest challenge while going to
school and rearing four children ages one through 20.
“My mom has always believed in education and that is
why I’m standing here today,” she said, noting how impressed she was when her professors and fellow students
“affirmed, respected and valued” her African culture.
“Now, I’m even more motivated for the future.”
The program also recognized inductees into the College’s Green Key Honor Society and a Tyehimba ceremony
honored graduates-of-color and those with diverse ethnic
backgrounds. Matt presented this year’s Writing Award in
Business to Nicholas Smith ’18 and the Elizabeth Ackley
Writing Award in Humanities went to Maurice Riggins ‘18
with Serenity Carroll ’18 earning honorable mention.
Stevens announced four recipients of the Distinguished
Student Award: Nicholas Smith ‘18, Timothy Carr ‘18,
Gary Garitson ’18 and Denise Roberts ‘18. Edgardo Honda
’18, who presented a student address at Commencement.
Honda was determined to be the graduate that started his
college career the earliest — some 44 years ago in 1974.
Campus minister Nancy McCormick ushered the graduates through a Quaker-influenced baccalaureate service in
which, from silent reflection, many were moved to share
thoughts and gratitude.
“It’s been a long journey for me.” “My wife and two kids
were my motivation.” “I’m very grateful for the faculty and
staff here. Sylvia’s done a remarkable job creating a family
environment.” “An amazing experience.” “I can’t thank you
enough for inspiring me.” “I’ve bought into the Quaker
way.” “Self validation.”
“I felt like I was at home and never looked back.”
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Molly Harshbarger and Ryan Lay enjoy one of the most colorful activities of the year, Paint University, which combines music, dancing and artistic self-expression.

ENTERTAINMENT & ENLIGHTENMENT
Students enjoyed diverse offerings of winter/spring campus events
From a paint-infused dance party to a play with a local connection and Brianna Matzke frantically plucking the
strings on the piano during her first WC concert, the spring
semester proved eventful to say the least.

Senior Caitlin Loman speaks about her paintings to friends Charlie and Anita
McDaniel during the opening reception for the Senior Thesis Art Show in
early May.
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Fine arts expressions asked us to look
within and outside ourselves

Harcum Gallery hosted four shows since January, including
works featuring “displacement of seemingly immovable objects” by Dayton artists Annie Lee and Brian Zimerle, pastoral
paintings by local artist David Kline and works ranging from
dark color schemes, highly detailed drawings and self-reflection from graduating seniors Alexandra Kleem, Caitlin
Lowman and Molly Pratt, respectively. This summer, Dayton’s
Wendell Robinson shared his love for creating miniature pieces of wooden furniture inspired by the Shaker style of fine
craftsmanship.
From the Music Dept., the semester brought a trio of
concerts, in addition to the debut of the Quaker Thunder Pep
Band at basketball games. Dr. Russ Zokaites directed that
emerging ensemble. The Collegium Musicum performed a
lunchtime mini-concert of 16th century French and German
dance sets, while the College Chorale presented its Spring
Concert with renditions of ”Swingin’ with the Saints,” “Wade
in the Water” and “Rise Up.”
Dr. Brianna Matzke, visiting assistant professor of music,
presented a dazzling piano concert, “Works by Women,” in
late March that featured an emotion-filled presentation of
what she described as “avant-garde classical” music, the likes
of which most of the audience had not previously witnessed.

Her program included two traditionally presented pieces,
“A Gift of Consolation” and “A Gift of Hope,” composed by
Elizabeth Brookie Haskins ’73, emeritus assistant professor
of music. However, several of the other numbers featured
performance highlights that might have shocked Beethoven’s audience and enchanted Mozart. One such piece found
her reaching over the keyboard to actually pluck the piano
strings — much to the delight of her audience.

Sophomore Cameron Phelps played trumpet in the Quaker Thunder Pep
Band, which made its debut at basketball games. Its growing membership
stood at about a dozen by the end of the season.

Senior Catreece Tatum belts out an emotion-filled gospel number at the
African Village celebration of diversity held annually during Black History
Month.

Delayed MLK Day observance kicks off
Black History Month
Junior Shelby Dodds solos on a number called “This Is Me” from The
Greatest Showman at the College Chorale’s Spring Concert.

Brianna Matzke, visiting assistant professor of music, presented an enjoyable
evening of “avant-garde classical” piano music in March.

Snow falling on MLK Day in mid-January merely delayed
this year’s annual community program honoring the life and
legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. to the first day
of February, which, in essence, kicked off Black History
Month (BHM).
While sans some of music and dance components that
have always added a special flare to the event, the rescheduled program was heavy on substance and, as Chip Murdock, director of diversity and inclusion, said, “the spirit of
the event remained uncompromised” even with a scaled back
program slate.
Several local pastors read excerpts from King’s A Letter
from the Birmingham Jail and several educators shared their
appreciation for diversity.
Dr. Marta Wilkinson, associate professor of English,
shared details of her multicultural upbringing and career
in which she grew up in a Latino family in California, had
Arabic friends and first taught in a Jewish school. “Wilmington College’s core values, including equality, community and
social justice, remind us every day of the leader we honor
today.”
Mindy McCarty-Stewart, superintendent of Wilmington
City Schools, spoke of her resolve to “be the voice for the un-
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der-represented student,” while stating it’s a “moral obligation to stop systematic racism in our schools and society.”
President Jim Reynolds expressed his concern for how
many in the federal government appear “committed to roll
back the clock” on gains made toward a more just society.
“There is a clear and present danger to our democracy,” he
said. “Martin Luther KIng believed it was the power of the
people — and not the government — (that effects change).”
Other BHM programs — hosted by the Meriam R. Hare
Quaker Heritage Center — included lectures on antislavery
advocate and “friend of Friends” Harriet Beecher Stowe,
“Black Music and the Quest for Equality in Post-Reconstruction America” and “Targets of the Riot: Gender, Violence and
Interracial Abolitionism in Antebellum Washington, D.C.”

Sharing recollections from when they were in the fifth grade are, from the
left, Ipsilan Castillo, a freshman from Costa Rica; Eleanor Harris, a leader in
the local African American community; and Stacey Earnhart Conley, a 2000
alumnus now working in WC athletics.

Women’s History Month offered
female perspectives

The presence of La’Shelle Allen and members of Spirituals
in Motion straddled both Black and Women’s history months,
as Allen gave a lecture on the distinct musical genre of Negro
spirituals and work songs followed by the ensemble performing rousing versions of this richly historic music.
Allen shared the story of, as a young girl, singing at the
kitchen sink with her grandmother. “It was her connection
to her own spirituality that originally connected me to this
music,” she said. “That’s the voice I’m taking forward into the
future to honor my ancestors.”
Spirtuals in Motion is dedicated to keeping this inherently
African American music alive.
Allen said many spirituals reflected the challenges in these
displaced Africans’ lives, including the genuine fear of slave
sales breaking up families. Witness “Nobody Knows the
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Trouble I’ve Seen.” Also, singing and maintaining a vocal
rhythm broke the tedium of forced labor and assisted them in
working in unison.
She noted that a song like “Follow the North Star” was
used to assist enslaved Africans on their quest for freedom.
“Abolitionists knew most slaves would have to cross the Ohio
River during the winter months when it was frozen.” “Swing
Low, Sweet Chariot” represented a plea for angels to save
them from their plight.
Blues, jazz and gospel all “evolved out of the Negro spiritual,” Allen said. “They are all expressions of the people.
(Through the years), the power of this music has touched and
changed hearts.”
Another Women’s History Month program gathered local
women for a look “Through the Eyes of a Fifth Grader” in
which they shared their realities and perceptions when they
were about 10 years old.
Ipsilan “Ipsi” Castillo, a freshman from Costa Rica, split her
fifth grade years between attending a Friends school at home
in Monteverde and finishing the year going to school with a
friend in Rhode Island. “I loved my school but I found I was
losing touch with my Costa Rican friends,” she said.
Eleanor Harris, a leader in Wilmington’s African American
community, was in fifth grade in the 1950s and recalled being
the only black student in her class in Jeffersonville. “African
Americans knew where they belonged,” she said. “My parents
said, ‘If you’re not wanted, don’t go.’”
It was that year that literally changed the life of Stacey Earnhart Conley ’00, athletics business manager, when
a friend — a “lost one” — took her own life. “That was the
moment in my life that I realized material things didn’t matter
that much.”
Jennifer Cornell, program coordinator for WC’s Title III
grant, grew up in the South in the early 1990s. “That year,
I went from a farm and cornfield in Alabama to a city near
Jackson, Miss., where there was a mall — I loved it! I was so
excited living in an actual neighborhood. I had friends nearby.”

60th Aggies’ Livestock Judging
Contest attracts 1,300

Where else on March 7 in the United States were well
over a thousand teenagers gathered without a single cell
phone visible? Smart money says nowhere but at the
Wilmington College Aggies’ 60th annual Livestock Judging
Contest.
The time-honored event attracted 1,277 high school students from Ohio, Indiana and Kentucky to hone their skills
at agronomy and judging swine, sheep, goats, equine, beef
and dairy cattle.
Billed as the largest competition of its kind east of the
Mississippi, WC’s Livestock Judging Contest represents a
real life application and a hands-on learning experience for
both the high school students and WC’s agriculture students
who stage the event.
Lucas Fledderman, a senior majoring in agriculture from
Brookville, Ind., who handled public relations for the Aggies,
admitted that, considering the “history and tradition” of the

Several of the nearly 1,300 high school students at the Aggies’ 60th
Livestock Judging Contest consider the physical qualities of sheep at one of
the largest such annual competitions in the country.

competition, the Aggies had “a lot to live up to” — and they
succeeded!
“It’s a great learning opportunity for both the high school
students, who are sharpening their judging skills, and for
us,” he said. “When you come to Wilmington College, you
expect to learn in the classroom and out at the farm, but
putting on an event for 1,300 high school students takes
hands-on learning to another level.”
Fledderman said the contest also is an opportunity for the
Aggies to give back to the agriculture community by staging an educational event for high school students. Also, it’s
a chance for the young competitors to “see what we’re all
about” at Wilmington College.
“I wanted those students to leave the contest feeling that
agriculture students at WC receive opportunities for both
hands-on learning and community involvement, and that we
want to be involved in something larger than ourselves.”

“Orange” by Crystal Walters.
Also presented that day were the awards in the Bowman Short Fiction Contest, which is named in honor of the
popular WC English professor from the mid-20th century.
Winners include: first place ($150), “Milk” by Hillary Mitchell; second place ($100), “She Called Him Jacob” by Aaliyah
Compton; and third place ($50), “Cattle Talk” by Cody Volz.
A week later, when Alan Frankel ’65 was in town, winners
were announced in the Cliff Hardie Literary Analysis Essay
Competition. Sadly, Hardie, an emeritus professor of English
who taught at the College from 1960 to 1996, died earlier
this year. Frankel praised his friend and former professor
for opening enlightening avenues for his creativity when he
attended WC in the mid-1960s.
Prize recipients were: upper division first prize ($350),
Shiloh Day, “Allegory in Nornio: The Story of Christ through
the Words of Lewis”; upper division second place ($150),
Crystal Walters, The Power of Storytelling: a Feminist
Reading of the Arabian Nights”; lower division first place
($350), Jen Cochran, “Stowe’s Use of Women for Antislavery Involvement”; and lower division second place ($150),
“Snake Oil” by Mikaela Prescott.

New academic programs start this fall

Food production in the 21st century has become both a
science and a social science with implications that resonate
throughout American society, as well as the global economy,
geo-politics and even carry a logical relationship for war and
peace.
Enter Wilmington College’s newest major: Food Policy
and Agriculture Advocacy, which, starting in fall 2018, is an
academic concentration under political science. Its establishment is an extension of WC’s largest major, agriculture,
and comes largely as a result of one of Wilmington College’s
signature hands-on learning opportunities.
Indeed, so many agriculture students became interested

English Dept. presents Kittay,
Bowman and Hardie literary awards

Visits from alumni who have funded special literary
awards provided an opportune occasion for the English
Department to make its 2018 presentations for outstanding
work in various genres of creative writing. Students garnered cash awards in the Kittay Poetry Competition, Bowman Short Fiction Contest and Cliff Hardie Literary Analysis
Essay Competition.
1968 graduate Seth Kittay shared in the presentation of
the poetry award he funds both as a means for encouraging
students to write poetry and as an affirmation of the positive effect writing has had on his life. He is an entrepreneur
and businessman in Los Angeles.
This year’s Kittay winners were: first place ($400), Aaliyah
Compton for her poem, “Pink, Blue, Neither”; second place
($200), “Sixteen” by Shiloh Day; and third place ($100),

Senior Mathew Perry works at his laptop computer. The College started a
minor this fall in professional writing.
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in WC’s annual spring lobbying experience in Washington,
D.C., that the College began offering two agriculture-focused lobby trips in recent fall semesters. Currently, 25 percent of the College’s 350 agriculture majors have engaged in
this unique experience, some multiple times.
The College has always valued writing as a fundamental
skill, as evidenced by its requirement for writing intensive
courses, but now WC is putting that expertise front and
center by offering a minor in professional writing. The College’s newest academic program, which will appear prominently on graduates’ College transcripts, is offered beginning this fall.
A professional writing minor would complement almost
any major, but faculty suggested the 20-hour curriculum
would be of special interest to students in business areas,
the sciences and sport sciences. While courses cover such
diverse types of writing as creative and copywriting, they
also will explore such specific formats as writing for business, science and technical areas.
Diane Rader, general manager of Sodexo Campus Services’ dining operation
at WC, serves the main entree to junior Ysmeen Jilani and freshman Brandon
Cox at the annual Etiquette Dinner.

Point Rider at the very successful home competition. The team
was under the leadership of first year coach Katie Finkes-Turner, new manager of the Equine Center.
Beginning in fall 2018, the equestrian team will compete as
a recognized varsity sport.

Students learn importance of manners
and etiquette in influencing people
Freshman Sarah Gigandet competes in Western showmanship during the
equestrian team’s home competition in February.

Equestrians enjoy breakthrough year

No longer the new kid on the block, Wilmington College’s
equestrian team has come of age and is making itself known in
an especially competitive region.
The team, which boasted 22 members who show Western
and another 11 who show English Hunt Seat equitation, attained historic success for the program at its home competition
Feb. 18 when it won High Point Team for the afternoon show
after being the Reserve High Point Team for the morning show.
“This team has worked so hard to get to this place where
we are now,” said Adrianna Hibbard, team vice president about
their success versus Miami, Ohio, Ohio Wesleyan and The Ohio
State universities. “Our team put on an awesome show this
weekend.”
A number of WC’s equestrians qualified for regional competition, including sophomore Mikal Porter, who achieved High
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Wilmington College students learned that, in spite of living
in an increasingly casual and often coarse society, there is still
a place for good manners and traditionally accepted protocol
when interacting in a business or formal setting.
Some 60 students and staff participated in the annual
Etiquette Dinner April 11 sponsored by the Student Alumni
Association, Student Government Association and Sodexo, the
College’s dining services provider.
They found out that, while it’s at first a bit intimidating to
the uninitiated, table manners and step-by-step instruction in
formal dining ultimately makes sense.
Consider the array of forks in a formal place setting. There’s
the three-tine salad fork, which is located to the left of the
four-tine dinner fork (maybe there is a fish fork on the far left)
in a formal place setting, while the dessert fork is positioned
with the dessertspoon above the serving plate. Indeed, if one
finds a fork on the right side of the charger plate, that could
only be a seafood or oyster fork.
Complicated? Maybe at first blush, however everything was
explained— from the silverware, plates and glasses in the place
setting to RSVPs, proper introductions, thank you notes and
the non-presence of cell phones — so it all made sense within
the context of projecting a professional image.

Maraya Wahl ‘18 (LEFT) and April Neff ’18, summer interns at the Quaker
Heritage Center, look through several of the colorful quilts depicting The
Golden Rule before hanging the exhibit.

QHC/PRC hosts thought-provoking
exhibits, unique activities

Barbara Reynolds’ family witnessed firsthand the horrible
effects of radiation poisoning in the years following the 1945
bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and was inspired to set
sail in a small yacht on a mission of protesting nuclear weap-

ons throughout the world.
Wilmington College students, two years ago, created a
poster exhibit documenting their incredible story of traveling 54,360 nautical miles and stopping at 122 ports on a
peace mission. This spring, a class in Public History Practice
gathered artifacts and original videos, and created an interactive display on an iPad to complement the dramatic posters,
which have been featured in exhibits from Dayton to Belfast,
Northern Ireland. The Peace Resource Center (PRC) is hosting the exhibit.
In other PRC news, a Japanese Film crew from that nation’s equivalent of the Public Broadcasting System (PBS)
shot footage at the College in May for use in a documentary
about author Susan Southard and her new book, Nagasaki:
Life after Nuclear War.
Their interest in the College centers upon the book’s use in
a global issues course, titled Hiroshima’s Shadows, taught by
Dr. Tanya Maus, director of the Peace Resource and Quaker
Heritage centers. The NHK Nagasaki crew filmed a visit by
the author to the class followed by the students’ final class
meeting at which they concluded their discussion of the book.
All the world’s major faiths and traditions share a central
belief in The Golden Rule, which essentially states that we
should treat others as we wish to be treated.
Indeed, in addition to the aforementioned winter lecture
series on the abolitionist movement and the sexual assault
awareness exhibit this spring, the Meriam R. Hare Quaker
Heritage Center held a summer exhibit, “Quilting The Golden Rule,” featuring 17 intricately woven quilts representing

Junior Dylan Voltz (LEFT), a sport management major from Mount Sterling, speaks with Shane Ramsey, district manager with Fastenal at the Spring Career Fair. Nina
Talley, director of Career Services, impresses upon students that good grades and possessing impressive skill sets are important, but they shouldn’t overlook the necessity
of “developing good communication and networking skills.”
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The Golden Rule or Law of Reciprocity as taught by the
major world faiths and humanist philosophies.
Textile artist Janet Bear McTavish created the quilts,
which represent The Golden Rule as defined by such major
world faiths as: Christianity, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam
and Buddhism, as well as representing such traditions as
Humanism, Native American, Wicca/Neo Wicca, Baha’i, Unitarian Universalist, Sikh, Yoruba IFA, Confucianism, Shinto,

Senior David Bellus and junior Spencer Lanham (RIGHT) show, from the
left, Abby Engle of Fayetteville-Perry, Sam Schum of East Clinton and P.J.
Blankeneyer of Fayetteville-Perry, a dynamic chemistry demonstration called
Elephant’s Toothpaste. After 29 years of hosting High School Chemistry Night,
the program for high school students was expanded also to include physicas and
mathematics.
Junior Sarah Pope symbolically pleads for food as freshman Jordan Crum (LEFT)
and junior Anna Buck, members of the world’s highest income 15 percent, enjoy
a basic American meal at the Collegiate Farm Bureau’s hunger banquet.

Taoism, Jainism and Zoroastrianism.

Ag Day/Earth Day zeroed in on food

Sampling ice cream produced with an antique engine and
learning about cutting edge modern farming methods were but
two of the activities held April 19 in observance of the 49th
annual Earth Day.
Students with Amnesty International and other campus
organizations advocated for environment-related topics with
staffers from the offices of U.S. Rep. Steve Stivers and U.S.
Senators Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman, while Collegiate
Farm Bureau hosted a hunger demonstration highlighting that
much of the world survives on little more than rice, beans and
inconsistently clean water.
Indeed, each day, 14 percent of the world’s population goes
to sleep hungry — that’s 854 million persons. Every day, nearly
16,000 children die from hunger-related causes — that’s a
child every five seconds. One billion lack a clean water supply
and more than 2 billion people lack adequate sanitation.
But there were culinary delights for all those attending
the International Food Festival hosted by the International
Club and World Food class as students prepared foods from
two-dozen nations.
[p.20]

Clifton Washington ’77 speaks with two students in an exercise known as
speed networking, which is designed to provide insight into making a good
first impression with potential employers or business associates. Washington
participated as a member of the President’s Advisory Council during its two-day
meeting this spring.

BEST SCHOOLS

SCHOOLS.COM

WC RANKED AMONG
‘BEST REGIONAL COLLEGES’
Also, sport sciences area earns high numbers in two national polls
A new college review organization in its inaugural
rankings recognized Wilmington College among the Best
Regional Colleges in the entire Midwest region.
College Consensus ranked WC 40th in the multi-state
region, which features hundreds of institutions of higher
learning. Cottey College in Missouri landed the number
one spot while other universities that Wilmington College
knows well — like Cedarville, Ohio Northern and Mount
Union — were featured with WC among the selections
from Ohio. Harvard was named the best national university.
College Consensus describes it ranking system as
unique — and comprehensive.
Its rankings employ several rating systems, including
Forbes and U.S. News & World Report, along with verified
student reviews from sites like Students Review and Unigo. Those sites provide input from, as College Consensus
indicated, “students who are actually there day to day.”
The Best Regional Colleges — Midwest states that it
highlights the small public and private bachelor’s and
associate’s degree colleges “that don’t get the glory but
make a difference in students’ lives.”
The newest feathers in the sport sciences area’s cap

came in June when the popular sport management program garnered a top-10 ranking nationally among the
2018-19 Best Colleges for Sports Management Degree
Programs by the organization, Schools.com.
WC earned the ninth spot in a top 10 that found California University of Pennsylvania at number one and also
included State University of New York at Cortland. This
ranking complements WC’s number one national ranking
by Best Small Colleges in its 2015 Sport Management
Degree Guide.
Just days later, the entire sport sciences area — sport
management, athletic training, exercise science and coaching — was honored when the Knowledge Review selected
WC among “The 10 Best Institutions for Careers in Sports
and Athletics in 2018.”
Complementing the academic area’s quality of curriculum and instruction and hands-on learning opportunities
for students, the Knowledge Review cited the College’s
“extraordinary infrastructure and facilities.” They were
particularly impressed with the new Center for Sport Sciences, stating that it “features an athletic training clinic on
par with or exceeding that of many large universities and
professional sports teams.”
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Homecoming attracted a near capacity crowd for the WC vs. Muskingum
football game — until the rain began to fall.

HUNDREDS GATHER FOR HOMECOMING

Alumnus/actor Gary Sandy ’68
spoke about his 50-year acting
career — highlighted by insight
into the hit TV series WKRP in
Cincinnati.
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Hundreds of alumni returned to their alma
mater to join in the annual Homecoming celebration, Sept. 20 through 22, with students,
families, friends, faculty and staff. As the
football game began, Williams Stadium hosted a near capacity crowd that saw the Fightin’
Quakers take an early lead on Muskingum.
Then it started raining.
Monica Ginney, director of alumni engagement, said Homecoming Weekend 2018
“brought together a wonderful gathering” of
those with strong connections to Wilmington College. “While Saturday’s rain brought
out umbrellas and jackets, it didn’t dampen
the spirits of anyone reconnecting with their
former classmates and their alma mater,” she
added.
Aside from a nail-biter of a football game
and women’s soccer and volleyball team
victories, Homecoming featured such family-friendly activities as an inflatable game
park, a food truck rally, music with a live DJ,
Homecoming Court pageantry and Greek Bed

Races. Of course, class and affinity group
reunions were held throughout the weekend.
Homecoming also had an educational
component as 1968 alumnus Gary Kersey
displayed pieces of his acclaimed Abraham
Lincoln memorabilia collection and agriculture professor Dr. Monte Anderson and Brad
Schwamberger ‘83 led a tour through Hazard
Arboretum. Also, Gary Sandy ’68 shared insight into TV’s beloved WKRP in Cincinnati in
which he starred from 1978 to 1982.
Halftime featured the Athletic Hall of
Fame induction ceremony and the crowning
of the Homecoming king and queen, seniors
Mathew Perry and Shelby Dodds, and introduction of the court.
Students got a head start on Homecoming
Thursday with the Mud Volleyball Tournament, won by Cody’s Team with Kills & Digs
as runners-up, and subsequent pep rally.
Alumni begin arriving Friday for class reunions, campus tours and the Alumni Awards
Dinner.

The Sigs/Kappas team appears to be beating DTS/DTS Lil Sis by a nose in the annual Greek Bed Races at Homecoming.

Agriculture professor Monte Anderson chats at Homecoming’s Aggieville with, from the left, visiting high
school student Alex Hokey (the younger brother of freshman Chase Hokey), freshman Trey Klein and Alex’s
grandmother, Kim Hokey.

Seniors Mathew Perry and Shelby Dodds reigned over the
festivities as Homecoming king and queen.

Enjoying a tailgate party before the football game are, from the left, Leslie Hickey, Tom Hickey ‘80,
Joe Hoctor ‘80 (#21), Dave Samoya, Nolan Henry and Chris Henry ’81.

Former football coach Bill
Ramseyer reunites with
Marque V. Jones ’77, a former
player and assistant coach
under the legendary Ramseyer, prior to kickoff. Jones

Students enjoyed some good clean/dirty fun as the annual

continues to coach Fightin’

Mud Volleyball Tournament kicked off Homecoming week-

Quakers wide receivers.

end under sunny 85-degree skies on Thursday.
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Shane Claiborne speaks to a packed house in the McCoy Room. The Office of Campus Ministry, Issues
& Artists Series and Religion & Philosophy Dept. co-sponsored his visit.

CLAIBORNE: ‘STAND ON
THE SIDE OF LOVE, NOT FEAR’
Author and social activist Shane Claiborne shared his
story of Mother Teresa literally changing his life when he
was of college age and questioning what it meant to be a
Christian.
“The church was promising us life after death, but not
saying much about life before death — I went on a journey
to try and figure this out,” said Claiborne, the author of
Jesus for President and director of Red Letter Christians, a
movement committed to living “as if Jesus meant the things
he said.”
Claiborne, who has ministered to the homeless in Philadelphia for the past two decades, spoke at Wilmington
College in February. He challenged students to look closely
at their faith and how it reflects the teachings of Jesus
Christ.
“The greatest thing about being 20 years old is you
believe anything is possible,” he said in detailing his trek to
Calcutta, where Mother Teresa ministered to those living in
some of the world’s most abject poverty.
“I knew all those Bible verses like, ‘Love your neighbor more than yourself,’ but I never saw them taken that
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literally,” he said. “For her, being ‘pro-life’ wasn’t being
anti-abortion rights with the associated T-shirts and
bumper stickers. It was taking in a child abandoned at the
bus station.”
Indeed, Claiborne considers as “pro-life issues” all life,
“from womb to tomb,” and the challenges ranging from
immigrants and refugees to gun violence and the death
penalty.
He noted how polls taken of those identified as
non-Christians consistently describe the church as anti-gay, self-righteous and hypocritical, something about
which he feels Christians should be concerned.
“Christians should be the best collaborators in the
world,” he added, noting they have much in common with
other faiths and worldviews. “But we’re held hostage by
fear. We need to stand on the side of love, not fear. Don’t
you want the church to be known for love again, instead of
anti-gay, self-righteous and hypocritical?”
He urged Christians and non-Christians alike to “make a
stand” against hatred in the world and use “your gifts to
ease the world’s pain.”

EARLY DARK

From the left, Jalen Douglas, Brittany Barnett, Ariana Riccardi, Jessica Fair and Keni Brown are pictured in a scene from WC Theatre’s production of Early Dark.

PROF CHECKS UNIQUE SHOW OFF HIS BUCKET LIST
“We are who we are
but we are shaped
by how we see what
is around us, not
the dream of what it
should be. You either
act or all remains the
same.”
— WYNN ALEXANDER

WC Theatre’s spring production of
the drama, Early Dark, followed events
in the life of Rosacoke Mustian (played
by Keni Brown), her family and a small
circle of friends in 1957 North Carolina.
Interestingly, director Wynn Alexander, professor of theatre, shared the
story of his connection to the play. As a
sophomore literature major at Hendrix
College in Conway, Arkansas, during
the late 1970s, he took a captivating American literature course. It was
team-taught by a triad of outstanding
professors he and his fellow students
referred to as “The Doctors.”
“It was truly one of those college
courses where class continued way be-

yond the ending time,” he recalled. “We
soaked up every critique, every symbol,
every theme presented.”
One day in the second half of the
course, a “distinguished newcomer” joined The Doctors, one of whom
introduced author Reynolds Price as
a friend. He subsequently distributed copies of Price’s bestselling and
critically acclaimed novel, A Long and
Happy Life, for which he had won the
prestigious William Faulkner Award.
Price, also a Pulitzer Prize nominee,
remained part of the class for several
weeks as they “read and tirelessly discussed — as only sophomore literature
Continued on Page 28
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VITA PROGRAM EXCELS
IN SOPHOMORE YEAR

College’s free tax prep site finishes year with record 150 returns

Seniors Tara Karnes
(RIGHT) and Tabby
Williamson look over
a tax return before
approving it for filing.
Tara again served as the
student site coordinator
and graduated in May
with an accounting job in
her pocket.

Wilmington College students crushed last year’s record by
filing a whopping 150 tax returns — an 83 percent increase
over last year — in the Internal Revenue Service’s Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance program (VITA).
Ten volunteer, student tax preparers, all certified by the
IRS, offered tax preparation assistance to persons of low
and moderate income, as well as taxpayers with disabilities,
limited English-speaking skills or other extenuating circumstances.
Their efforts eclipsed last year’s total of 82 returns. The
site opened Jan. 30 and ran through April 12, and was open
for business most Tuesday and Thursday evenings and select Saturday mornings — totaling some 400 man hours.
“Some of last year’s clients apparently told family and
friends,” said Allen Beatty, CPA, assistant professor of
accounting and an IRS Enrolled Agent/site manager. “Last
year, if we had six appointments a night, that was considered a busy session. This year, we averaged 10 to 12 a
night.”
He lauded his students for performing a valuable service
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for the community while gaining hands-on learning experience.
“I can’t express enough the gratitude I have for these
students,” he said, noting the IRS awarded WC’s site a 100
percent rating, “Our students do it purely for learning and
providing service to our community.”
Their efforts are already paying off as these students
leverage this experience in their search for internships and
jobs. Indeed, with VITA as a major bullet point on their
resumes, several of the seniors landed jobs in the accounting field, another credits her summer internship to her VITA
experience.
Beatty said the students’ experience far exceeds simply
the numbers placed on tax returns.
“They have learned so much — not just in preparation, but
in many other ways,” he said. “Our students have learned
to be compassionate with persons with various disabilities,
those returning to society after incarceration, taxpayers
who are anxious about obtaining refunds and those who are
distraught upon learning they owe.”

HARD-HITTING
WeCare’s sexual
assault exhibit
sought to educate
and empower

Senior Alicia Gifford (RIGHT) hangs a cheerleading outfit in the QHC Gallery while survivor advocate Sarah Martin looks on.

Randy Sarvis

“Too often, when
persons speak out
about rape or sexual
assault, they are
asked what they were
wearing, which implies
they invited those acts
of violence based upon
their attire.”
— SARAH MARTIN

Hanging alongside a young boy’s
orange T-shirt commemorating an
elementary school field day are the
haunting words from its owner: “I always felt it was wrong, but whenever
I tried to tell someone, they said I’m
a liar. They said my dad was a great
guy.”
That T-shirt and articles of clothing from others covered the walls of
the Meriam R. Hare Quaker Heritage
Center at Wilmington College, which
hosted a hard-hitting exhibit, titled
“What Were You Wearing?” in April
featuring clothing and testimonials
from sexual assault survivors.
Sarah Martin, the College’s survivor

advocate, said, too often, when persons speak out about rape or sexual
assault, they are asked what they
were wearing, which implies they
invited those acts of violence based
upon their attire.
“The purpose of this exhibit is to
help break down the ideas behind
rape culture and to educate and
empower individuals,” Martin said.
“Brave people from the community
graciously donated their clothes and
stories to speak out against sexual
assault — and make a change.”
Statistics bear out the story of the
boy with the orange T-shirt, as a parContinued on Page 28
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Continued from Page 25
majors can do — every inch of his novel,” Alexander recalled.
Eventually Price led their discussions from “typical literature course musings” to gaining insight into the students’
hopes and dreams, personal philosophies and even religion
— and maybe how elements from his novel could be applied
to their own lives.
“He got us to open up about our dreams and realities as a
way to see if this 1950s story related to current 20-somethings,” Alexander said, noting how his life, as with the
characters in the novel, is shaped by one’s circumstances,
especially those of childhood.
“We are who we are but we are shaped by how we see
what is around us, not the dream of what it should be,”
Alexander said. “You either act or all remains the same.”
He later learned that Price’s motive for visiting their class
was to adapt his novel into the play, Early Dark. “Price used
our class to pinpoint the specific actions and ideas necessary and to further develop characters,” Alexander added.
“In some small way, I feel I’m a part of this play.”

Wynn Alexander, a director and member of the theatre faculty since 1986,
directs Keni Brown and Samuel Stanley in their roles of Rosacoke Mustain
and Wesley Beavers, respectively.

Continued from Page 27
WeCare is a sexual assault and gender-based violence
awareness program at the College. It is funded through a
grant from the Ohio Attorney General’s Office in response
to federal mandates that colleges and universities provide
students with these types of resources in the event they
are needed.

Recollections of playing on the beach as a young girl should be pleasant. This
piece in the exhibit portrayed a painful childhood memory.

ent constitutes 80 percent of rape perpetrators.
Another part of the exhibit features a red and white
cheerleader’s uniform and the all-too-frequent narrative:
“He was a football player, but he had too much to drink and
I was just trying to be nice and not rude. I found myself in
a bedroom of the house and overpowered by his strength.”
Other pieces of the compelling exhibit featured a beach
blanket, sand and a young girl’s swimsuit; military uniforms
(80 percent of women on active duty in the military experience sexual assault or harassment); an item of women’s
lingerie and her story of being raped by her husband shortly after giving birth by C-section.
Finally, a college coed’s pair of shorts and T-shirt accompanied her words: “I was excited to make new friends
when I got to college. He took my friendliness for flirting
and didn’t take the rejection very well.”
[p.28]

Items of clothing provide physical reminders of compelling stories from
sexual assault survivors.

“I was excited to make new friends
when I got to college. He took my
friendliness for flirting and didn’t
take the rejection very well.”

Robert Oates, a member of the College’s certified
athletic training staff and a 2012 graduate of its
AT program, checks on a softball player’s injury as
an athletic training student observes.

MSAT

Graduate program in athletic training on the near horizon
Wilmington College’s reputation as a premiere program
in athletic training dovetails well with major changes coming to higher education.
Starting in 2022, bachelor’s degree programs in athletic
training will become obsolete at accredited schools across
the country. AT is becoming a graduate-level course of
study and — if positive approvals continue for WC as expected — the College will implement a Master of Science in
Athletic Training degree program starting in fall 2019.
WC’s undergraduate students will enroll as exercise
science majors in the allied health concentration and, after
three years plus one summer of studies, graduate into the
master’s degree program for an additional two years. The
earliest they can sit for the Board of Certification exam is
late in their master’s program.
The Commission on Accreditation for Athletic Training Education (CAATE), in partnership with the National
Athletic Trainers’ Assn. and the Board of Certification, is
behind this major change in AT education.
Dr. Erika Goodwin ’95, former vice president for ac-

ademic affairs and professor of athletic training, cited
“increasing complexity in the field” as CAATE’s rationale
for the new standards. “Athletic trainers are health care
professionals and (requiring) graduate studies highlights
the level of knowledge athletic training requires.”
She added that WC is well positioned to meet the challenges presented by this mandatory transition.
“Wilmington College has a long history of producing
quality athletic trainers,” said Goodwin, who after 10 years
in WC’s Academic Affairs area returned to teaching this
fall. “We have a large, well known and recognized program,
both in Ohio and regionally.”
The College is well along in the approval process.
Goodwin said the Ohio Dept. of Higher Education
(ODHE) approved the College’s proposal for the master’s
program earlier this year, while WC gained the Higher
Learning Commission’S (HLC) endorsement in September.
The HLC’s Institutional Actions Committee’s final approval
cleared the way for the College to submit its proposal to
CAATE.
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COLLEGE OPENS SPRING
BREAK AND SUMMER TRIPS
TO ALUMNI AND FRIENDS
The Emerald Isle beckons

Join biology professor Kendra Cipollini and WC students for a week in Ireland (March 9-17). The tour, which
includes St. Patrick’s Day weekend, features historic Dublin, Cork, Killarney and the Ring of Kerry with an optional
three-day extension to Belfast in Northern Ireland. Nov. 1
registration deadline. www.efcollegestudytours.com/professors-trip/2099801NU

London, Paris and Rome — oh my!

Several of Europe’s shining stars and much more are
featured in this customized tour that traverses some of the
continent’s most popular destinations (March 7-16). Led by
English professor Marta Wilkinson, this greatest hits tour
features such attractions as the Tower of London and Big
Ben/Parliament, the Eiffel Tower and Palace of Versailles, and
Florence’s duomo, Vatican City and the Roman Forum. www.
efcst.com/2079543ac

Enjoy ‘pura vida’ in Costa Rica

Dr. Corey Cockerill is leading a study/service trip to Costa
Rica May 14 through 22 in an adventure that will take travelers from a rainforest to the beach and back to the moun-
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tains. Several days in the Quaker-connected Monteverde
will highlight an educational journey that includes unique
service projects. For more information, contact Cockerill at
937.481.2301 or Corey_cockerill@wilmington.edu.

Britain: London and Edinburgh
make it great

Explore historic Edinburgh — it’s 900 years old! — and visit
Edinburgh Castle during three days in Scotland before boarding a train for London, where you’ll tour the Tower of London
and such sites as Piccadilly Circus, St. Paul’s Cathedral and
Buckingham Palace. Professor Jim FitzSimmons is leading
this excursion to Great Britain March 9-16. Visit www.efcollegestudytours.com tour #2083305ZT

Experience D-Day 75 in Normandy

Professors Jim FitzSimmons and Angela Mitchell are
leading a 13-day, World War II-themed study trip June 2-14
with stops in France, England and Germany. Participants will
have the rare opportunity of attending a special commemoration of D-Day’s 75th anniversary in Normandy. Itinerary also
includes London, Paris, Cologne and Berlin. A full schedule
can be found at: at http://www.efcst.com/2161612VR.

7 TRUSTEES CONCLUDE
TERMS ON THE BOARD

Bob Buerger ’17 retires from Board with record 29 years of service

Attending their final Board of Trustees meeting in July was the group of retiring trustees, from
the left, Bob Buerger, David Schlechty, Tim Trayer, David Hawley, Bob Touchton and J.R. Reid.

Seven longtime members of Wilmington College’s Board
of Trustees completed their time on the institution’s governing body following the annual July meeting.
They are: Robert E. Buerger, G. David Hawley, John “J.R.”
Reid, David Schlechty, Robert E. Touchton, Timothy P. Trayer and Joe Volk.
President Jim Reynolds expressed the College’s appreciation for the men’s willingness to support the College in such
a meaningful manner.
“Their commitment to ensuring a bright future for Wilmington College has been inspiring,” he said. “I not only wish
to thank them for the wise counsel and support they provided the College at such a critical period in its history, but
I also greatly appreciate the special friendships that developed as we worked together in this noble endeavor.”
Buerger, who has both a bachelor’s degree in agriculture
(2017) and an honorary doctor of laws degree (2005) from
WC, retired from the Board as the trustee with the most
ever years of service — 29! He served from 1987 to 2004,
during which he was Board chair for eight years, and from
2006 to 2018. He is a former law clerk and retired vice

president with Dayton Power & Light Co.
Hawley served from 2006 through 2018. He is a retired
minister with Indian Hill Episcopal Presbyterian Church,
while Reid also served from 2006 to 2018. A Quaker,
he has held numerous upper management positions with
Sodexo Campus Services. Schlechty ’63, who served from
2010 to 2018, spent 35 years with the U.S. Departments of
Agriculture, State, Commerce and the Office of the President.
Touchton ’65 is a retired administrative law judge with
the Social Security Administration. His tenure on the Board
lasted from 2006 to 2018 and featured a period from 2012
to 2018 when he held the leadership position as chair, as
well as 18 months, beginning in 2007, when he served the
College as interim vice president for advancement. Touchton
has been an adjunct faculty member in business law.
Trayer ’75 is a Quaker and doctor of veterinary medicine.
He served from 2006-18, as did Volk, a retired executive
director of the Friends Committee on National Legislation.
He spoke at WC’s Commencement and was awarded an
honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree in 2011.
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MILESTONES
Faculty/staff earn accolades and
promotions, retire and transition

Monte Anderson

Trip Breen

Carissa Macella

Brian Snowden

Angela Kessinger
Mitchell

Charles Dick

Kendra Cipollini

Marlaina Leppert-Wahl

Victoria DeSensi

Sigrid Solomon accepts the 2018 Art Brooks Award of Diversity Excellence
alongside the honor’s namesake, Art Brooks (LEFT), and Chip Murdock,
director of diversity and inclusion.
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Honors and recognition for outstanding work were
bestowed upon a number of faculty and staff members
during the first half of 2018.
Student Government Assn. presented DR. MONTE
ANDERSON, professor of agriculture, with its annual
Teaching Excellence Award while the Van Black Award
for outstanding service to students went to a pair of
recipients, TRIP BREEN, swimming coach and director
of aquatics, and CARISSA MACELLA ’11, a member of
the Residence Life and Title IX sexual assault prevention
staffs.
Cincinnati Branch students selected for its Outstanding
Faculty Awards DR. BRIAN SNOWDEN, assistant
professor of business administration, and DR. ANGELA
KESSINGER MITCHELL ’97, associate professor of
business administration, with DR. CHARLES DICK,
associate professor of accounting, earning honorable
mention.
ART BROOKS left large shoes for his successors to fill
after 19 years when he retired in 2012 as Wilmington
College’s director of multicultural affairs. His legacy of
great care and extraordinary support for WC’s studentsof-color, as well as many youth in the Wilmington
community continues as others have picked up that
mantle of leadership.
One of those to carry the torch of inclusion, equality
and guidance has been SIGRID B. SOLOMON, WC’s
vice president for student affairs and dean of students
since 2007. She was selected to receive the inaugural
Art Brooks Award of Diversity Excellence, which
recognizes outstanding support for those diverse student
populations. CHIP MURDOCK, director of diversity and
inclusion, presented the award at the annual Tyehimba
ceremony with both Solomon and Brooks present.
In citing Solomon’s leadership, he said the Brooks
Awards will be conferred annually to a student based
upon leadership activities and being invested in the
College community, and to a faculty or staff member
who, like Brooks and Solomon, has exhibited outstanding
support for diverse student populations.
Faculty members earning promotions starting in fall
2018 were: DR. KENDRA CIPOLLINI, from associate
to full professor of biology; DR. MARLAINA LEPPERTWAHL, from assistant to associate professor of political
science and was awarded tenure; DR. VICTORIA
DESENSI, from assistant to associate professor of
psychology; and DR. AUDREY WAGSTAFF, associate
professor of social science, was granted tenure.

Retiring at the end of the spring semester were:
DOROTHY GURTZWEILER, professor of communication
arts and a member of the faculty since 1975; TIM HAWK,
assistant professor of social work and sociology (1990);
DEBORAH FORD ’81, adjunct instructor in photography
(1999); ROBERT TOUCHTON ’65, adjunct instructor in
business law (2008); and SUSAN TAYLOR, budget director
who started in advancement in 2000.
Leaving the College to pursue other opportunities include
TAMMY FRASER, student success coach with the Title III
grant who started in 2013 as director of Career Services.
She is the new academic adviser at University of Iowa.
Also, DR. STEVEN A. STOVALL, associate professor of
management and Ralph J. Stolle Chair of Entrepreneurship
(2002), joined the graduate faculty at Southeast Missouri
State University, while DR. SONYA GOSHE, assistant
professor of criminal justice since 2015, is teaching this fall
at Ohio Dominican University.
Controller BRANDON BALANDRA (2016) left in
June and JAMAL MCCLENDAN ’16 left this spring as
coordinator of I.T.’s Help Desk since 2016. Also, DANIELLE
KOWALSKI, an admission counselor since 2015 and
MATT SOUTHWORTH ’09, director of leadership giving —
Northeast since 2016, left during the summer.
From athletics, ALAN KING JR. assistant women’s
basketball and assistant softball coach since 2012, became
the head women’s basketball coach at Defiance College
in May. Also pursuing other opportunities were: BRYAN
HABICK, head men’s lacrosse coach during the 2016-17
season, DAN CLEAVER ‘97, head baseball coach since
2015; BRAD WATKINS, assistant football coach since
2015; TAYLOR MARTIN, women’s lacrosse coach for the
2018 season; and C. WAYNE STACEY ’91, assistant track
and field coach since 2013.

Audrey Wagstaff

Dorothy Gurtzweiler

Tim Hawk

Tammy Fraser

Steven A. Stovall

Sonya Goshe

Alan King Jr.

Danielle Kowalski

Matt Southworth

Wilmington College received a well-deserved accolade in June when the
Wilmington Chapter of the Ohio Association of Garden Clubs presented
the College with its 2018 “Community Landscaping Award.” Upon this
announcement, words of congratulations were conveyed via social media to
the Physical Plant groundskeepers and the Agriculture Dept., the latter of
which regularly landscapes sections of the campus as a class project.
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Dorothy Gurtzweiler works with Charles Ingram on video editing in this 2011 photo.

UNDERWOOD MANUAL TYPEWRITERS
TO APPLE’S FINAL CUT PRO
Dorothy Gurtzweiler retires after 43 years in communication arts
Randy Sarvis
Dorothy Gurtzweiler agonized while sorting through her
office and other spaces in Robinson Communication Center
where remnants of her 43 years on the faculty lied buried in
boxes, file cabinets, closets and desk drawers.
Never one to easily part with things of perceived value,
her retirement this spring forced her to take inventory and
jettison pieces of obsolete equipment, long-ago students’
projects and other mementoes of a Wilmington College tenure that began in 1975.
“It was a killer because I had to throw a lot of things away
— I told my husband I felt like I was throwing my entire aca-
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demic career away,” she lamented, adding that he ultimately
put her dilemma into a proper perspective.
“Stephen told me, ‘Your career lives with your students and
all they’ve accomplished.’”
Gurtzweiler, a full professor of communication arts, grew
up on a farm near the northwest Ohio town of Perrysburg
and attended nearby Bowling Green State University, where
she majored in graphic design. She expected her career
would follow a trajectory started with her senior year internship in Toledo’s WTOL-TV’s art department.
Her work as a teaching assistant while in graduate school,

words but didn’t see images. Images and words
also at BGSU, planted a seed for a career she
— they’re equally important. I think that contrast
never anticipated. “I thought, ‘Oh my gosh,
contributed to why we worked together so well.”
teaching is fun.’ Working on projects with other
Creative media has changed dramatically since
people, I really enjoyed it.
the ‘70s, when manual typewriters, film photog“So I thought I would try teaching for awhile —
raphy and dark rooms were the norm and real-towell, 43 years later….”
reel videotape had been only recently introduced.
On the threshold of the 1975-76 academic
Today, digital photographs are magically manipyear, Wilmington College hired Gurtzweiler to
ulated through Photoshop and video images are
teach graphic design, photography and other
edited via such sophisticated programs as Adobe
media courses. She arrived to find an unusual
Premier and Apple’s Final Cut Pro.
offset press, two video porta-packs, a slide pro“I tell my students that the technology they’re
jector and five black-and-white photo enlargers
Gurtzweiler in the 1980s
learning today will be obsolete in five years,” she
in a tiny darkroom. Also, her office had a desk
said, but the ability to think critically and creatively
and a table — well, actually a door atop two sawwill never go out of style. “Thinking creatively is a skill that
horses.
goes beyond technology. Students need to learn to think
Armed with her Hammonix Practica 35mm camera, the
outside the box, to think of something different instead of
23-year-old Gurtzweiler was rearing to go.
going with the familiar.
“There were very few women faculty in 1975 and none my
“I believe creativity can be taught. I teach there are things
age — I was a lone sheep out there,” she recalled. “I thought
you can do to become more creative.”
I’d spend a few years in Wilmington and then gravitate back
Whether it was teaching advanced photography or video
north — that gravitation never happened.”
production, Gurtzweiler enjoyed seeing her students’ perWhile she came from a large university with 15,000 stusonal, often transformational, growth.
dents, WC’s small campus and tight-knit community remind“College is a growing up experience,” she said. “I’m going
ed her of BGSU’s Art Dept. “Everybody knew you and took
to miss that, seeing that awakening within the students as
an interest in what you did,” she said.
they learn how to put into practice what you taught them.”
The same can be said for members of Psi Beta Omega, the
“I tell my students that the technology sorority
for whom she served as adviser during two signifithey’re learning today will be obsolete cant stints: 1979 through 1984 and 2001 to 2018.
“I’ll miss that as much as teaching,” she said. “I really
in five years,” but the ability to think
enjoyed the interaction with the girls. I tried not to tell them
what to do, but I always had an ear and an eye open.”
critically and creatively will never go
Gurtzweiler garnered the final of her several Greek Life
Adviser-of-the-Year awards in 2018, while also being honout of style.
ored as an inductee into the Outstanding Women of Clinton
– DOROTHY GURTZWEILER
County.
In retirement, she and Stephen Sawzin, her husband of 40
years, plan an anniversary trip out West for a cruise down the
“At Wilmington, there were nice kids who wanted to learn
Snake River. “Stephen said, ‘If Lewis and Clark can do it, so
new things and put those things into practice,” she added.
can we,’” she joked.
“They were excited about their education. If I would talk
She expects to continue seeing their children often,
about something in photography, they would take their
Michael the musician and teacher Elizabeth, a 2006 WC
cameras out and try it and be so excited to show me what
graduate who also earned her master’s degree at the College.
they did.”
In addition, teaching still appeals to Gurtzweiler so she may
Gurtzweiler remembered a multi-faceted Intro to Media
instruct a course here and there as an adjunct.
course she instructed in graduate school and suggested ofUndoubtedly, the cleaning out of her office — tantamount
fering it at WC. She teamed with English professor William
to an archeological dig — constituted a nostalgic trip down
Guthrie to teach a course that fused offset printing, slidememory lane.
shows, Super 8 (video) and, Guthrie’s contribution, scriptColor slides, hundreds of them. A Super 8 camera that
writing.
hadn’t been used in more than 35 years — “So that’s where
That inter-disciplinary course led to the establishment of
I put it!” she said. Reams of files copied in a bluish hue on
the communication arts major, which melded courses in Ena Ditto machine. And photographs, hundreds of them; ones
glish, theatre, music, graphics, video and other media.
featuring the now-defunct Homecoming parades came to
The Gurtzweiler/Guthrie academic partnership continued
mind as especially interesting and, of course, images of her
with additional team-taught courses, including one called
WC students and colleagues.
Words and Images, the title of their 1990 book that captured
“I never threw anything away,” she said. “I look at things
each entity’s unique areas of expertise.
and I just can’t part with them, so I put them aside. So many
“Bill and I both loved reading,” she said. “When I read, I see
memories.”
the book happening in my head, while Bill always said he read
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SPORTS WRAP

SWIMMER NAMED ALL-AMERICAN AND
TWO ADDED TO 1,000-POINT CLUB

Hannah Binkley drives in the paint in women’s basketball action with John Carroll University.

Mitch Blankespoor
Director of Athletics Communication

Women’s Basketball

The women’s basketball team finished the 2017-18
season with an 11-15 overall record under the direction of
Head Coach Jerry Scheve, who completed his 28th season
leading Lady Quaker Basketball. Wilmington once again
qualified for the Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) Tournament as the No. 8 seed, finishing the regular season with a
6-12 OAC mark and tying for seventh place. Ohio Northern
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University ended the Fightin’ Quakers’ season in the OAC
Tournament quarterfinals.
Junior Mackenzie Campbell garnered Second Team
All-OAC honors after leading Wilmington in scoring (14.1
points per game), rebounding (6.8 boards per contest)
and assists per game (2.8). The Cincinnati native became a
member of the program’s 1,000-Point Club and currently sits 12th in career scoring. An exercise science major,

Men’s Swimming

The men’s swimming team finished fifth place in the highly competitive Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) under the
direction of 19-year Head Coach Trip Breen. The Fightin’
Quakers recorded dual-meet victories over Hiram College
and Manchester University.
Alex Tillapaugh set the program record in the 100-yard
individual medley with a time of 55.65 while Andrew Stewart took third in the 100-yard freestyle (46.66) at the OAC
Championships.
The men’s swimming team had two individuals named
Academic All-OAC, Benjamin Ball and Cody Nash.

Women’s Swimming

The women’s swimming team finished fifth place in the
highly competitive Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) during
the 2017-18 season under the direction of 19-year Head
Coach Trip Breen. The Fightin’ Quakers recorded dual-meet
victories over Hiram College and Manchester University.

Christian Jones puts one in for two in men’s basketball action. Jones joined the
1,000-Point Club.

Campbell carries a 3.98 grade-point average and was named
College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA)
Second Team Academic All-District.
The women’s basketball team had four individuals named
Academic All-OAC: Savannah Hooper, Kelly Noll, Morgan
Ritz and Mackenzie Campbell.

David Bellus competes in a mid-distance event at WC’s home meet with
Manchester College.

Men’s Basketball

The men’s basketball team finished the 2017-18 season
with an 11-14 overall record under the direction of 11-year
Head Coach K.C. Hunt. The Fightin’ Quakers began the Ohio
Athletic Conference (OAC) season 0-7, but battled back to
conclude the conference season 7-11 in a tie for seventh
place. Wilmington fell at Marietta College as the number
seven seed in OAC Tournament quarterfinals.
Senior Christian Jones, who was named OAC Men’s
Basketball Player-of-the-Week once during the season,
garnered Honorable Mention All-OAC honors. Jones, who
scored his 1,000th career point early in the season, averaged 19.1 points per game along with being second on
the team in assists per game (2.7). Jones, one of the most
prolific free throw shooters in program history, ended his
collegiate career seventh in career scoring.

Academic All-American Samantha Glish takes a quick breather after finishing
her race.
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the weight throw with a mark of 17.27 meters (56’ 8”). She
followed up that performance with a runner-up finish in
the shot put with a heave of 13 meters (42’ 8”). Stacy was
named Co-OAC Women’s Indoor Field Athlete of the Year.
Emma Burke also placed runner-up in the 60-meter hurdles finished the event in 9.42 seconds.
Lauren Stacy also qualified for the NCAA Division III
National Championships in the weight throw with a heave of
17.33 meters (56’ 10 ¼ ), the 14th-best throw in the country. Stacy placed ninth at nationals, missing All-American
status by a single place.
Stacy broke the program record in the indoor weight
throw with a mark of 56’ 10 ¼” on Jan. 9.

Samy Rowe cheers during a men’s basketball game.

Senior Samantha Glish earned Google Cloud Second
Team Academic All-American honors from College Sports
Information Directors of America (CoSIDA). She is a 22time OAC finalist as well as the Wilmington school record
holder in seven events. At the 2018 OAC Championships,
Glish won the 50-freestyle (23.99), finished runner-up
in the 100-freestyle (53.43) and took fourth place in the
100-butterfly (58.91). She leaves the program as the highest female point scorer in school history.
Freshman Macki Leon put her name in the program record
books with times of 1:03.30 in the 100-yard individual
medley and 2:16.99 in the 200-yard individual medley. Leon
and Glish also joined Alyssa Rogers and Hannah Davis to set
a program record in the 400-yard medley relay (4:08.00)
and team up with Davis and Margaret Hoover for a program-best mark (3:43.67) in the 400-yard freestyle relay.
The women’s swimming team had six individuals named
Academic All-OAC – Samantha Glish, Rachel O’Donnell,
Susan Householder, Ellyse Herr, Laura Swinehart and Savannah Burcham.

Kalvin Butts throws the indoor hammer at Cedarville’s Invitational.

Men’s Indoor Track & Field

The men’s indoor track & field team finished eighth place
at the Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) Indoor Championships during the 2017-18 season under the direction of
20-year Head Coach Ron Combs.
Pierce Burnam led the Fightin’ Quakers individually at
the OAC Championships with a third-place finish in the
500-meter dash (1:06.84). Kalvin Butts also qualified for
the NCAA Division III National Championships in the weight
throw with a heave of 18.33 meters (60’ 1 ¾”), the 14thbest throw in the country. Butts placed ninth in his first
nationals, missing All-American status by a single place.

Women’s Indoor Track & Field

The women’s indoor track & field team finished eighth
place at the Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) Indoor Championships during the 2017-18 season under the direction of
20-year Head Coach Ron Combs.
Lauren Stacy earned an OAC individual championship in
[p.38]

Emma Burke runs a close race in the hurdles at the Cedarville Invitational.
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Lacrosse midfielder Zac Chucta moves the ball past the Ohio Northern defender.

HURDLER PIERCE BURNAM EARNS ALL-AMERICA STATUS
Mitch Blankespoor, Director of Athletics Communication

Men’s Lacrosse

The men’s lacrosse team finished the 2018 season with a
5-9 overall record and a 2-6 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) play under the direction of first-year Head
Coach Jeff Arneson. The former Wilmington High School
standout came to WC after a six-year stint as head men’s
lacrosse coach at Theil College (PA).
The Fightin’ Quakers recorded non-conference victories
against Adrian College, Mount St. Joseph University and
Earlham College in the Quaker Bowl rivalry. Wilmington also
edged Heidelberg University 10-9 and defeated Muskingum
University 16-9 on Senior Day for OAC victories.
Senior Jhordan Lang left the program as its career scoring
leader with 134 goals, passing former teammate Reid Delaney ‘17. Lang, who led the Quakers in goals (43), assists
(32) and points (57), earned OAC Offensive Player of the
Week recognition during the final week of his career. Senior
goalkeeper Jake Ladendorf garnered OAC Defensive Playerof-the-Week honors after a 28-save performance in the
win over Heidelberg.

Sophomore Michael Aquaviva earned Academic All-Ohio
Athletic Conference (OAC) honors.

Women’s Lacrosse

The women’s lacrosse team finished the 2018 season
with a 2-14 overall record including an 0-8 mark in Ohio
Athletic Conference (OAC) play under the direction of firstyear Head Coach Taylor Martin.
The Fightin’ Quakers recorded victories over Mount St.
Joseph University and Earlham College in the Quaker Bowl
rivalry. Senior Becca Petra was the team’s top offensive
threat in 2018, having scored 33 goals and dished out nine
assists for a total of 42 points.
Five women’s lacrosse student-athletes earned Academic All-Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) recognition: Abby
Engelhart, Rachel Brown, Rachel Reinhart, Megan Wieloch
and Summer Wilbur.
The College has dropped women’s lacrosse due to low
numbers.
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Becca Petra slides between two Capital defenders in women’s lacrosse action.

Allison Pierce lays down a bunt in softball action with Mount Union.

Softball

First baseman Jake Hyatt looks to put a tag on the Otterbein runner.

Baseball

The baseball team finished the 2018 season with an 1126 overall record and a 3-15 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) play under the direction of fourth-year Head
Coach Dan Cleaver. The 11 victories mark the first time the
program has recorded double-digit victories in a decade and
represents the most wins since the 2007 season.
Bright spots for the team include: a 5-2 record on the
spring trip to Florida, a doubleheader sweep of Bluffton
University and a doubleheader sweep of Ohio Northern
University (ONU) to conclude the season. The victories over
ONU accomplished the Quakers’ first OAC series sweep in
seven seasons.
Senior Joshua Chua earned Honorable Mention All-OAC
honors for the second consecutive season. He was one of
the Quakers’ top offensive threats finishing the season with
a .317 batting average, 44 hits, 27 runs scored, 15 doubles,
16 RBIs, 15 walks and 11 stolen bases. Chua was named
OAC Hitter-of-the-Week following his performance over
the spring break trip.
Six baseball student-athletes earned Academic All-Ohio
Athletic Conference honors: Joshua Chua, Jared Ferenchak,
Shale Hale, Daniel Hayes, Keith Hayes and Nick Silvis.
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The softball team finished the 2018 season with a 13-21
overall record and a 4-14 mark in Ohio Athletic Conference
(OAC) play under the direction of 11-year Head Coach Beth
Floyd. The 13 victories mark the seventh time the Fightin’
Quakers have recorded double-digit victories in a season
under Floyd.
Wilmington finished 6-2 on its spring trip to Florida in
mid-March as well as sweeping Capital University and splitting OAC series with Ohio Northern University and Baldwin
Wallace University.
Senior Savannah Hooper and sophomore KenDahl Bowles
garnered Honorable Mention All-OAC honors while freshman pitcher Grace Shell was named OAC Pitcher-of-theWeek for her performance on the spring trip. Hooper left
the program as its career leader in batting average (.382)
as well as coming close to several other career records.
Bowles, one of the top defensive infielders in the OAC,
carried a .951 fielding percentage with 44 putouts and 53
assists playing primarily third base.
Four softball student-athletes earned Academic All-Ohio
Athletic Conference (OAC) honors: Jillia Cook, Savannah
Hooper, Sawyer Hooper and Meranda Wilson.

Men’s Outdoor Track & Field

The men’s outdoor track & field team finished eighth place
at the Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) Outdoor Championships under the direction of 20-year Head Coach Ron
Combs.
Pierce Burnam became the 26th All-American under Combs
when he placed sixth in the 400-meter hurdles (51:82) at
the NCAA DIII Outdoor Track & Field Championships in La
Crosse, Wisc. Burnam originally broke the school record in
the 400-meter hurdles at the Jesse Owens Classic hosted by
The Ohio State University this spring. He finished the event in
53.22 seconds, breaking Nate Weyant’s (’03) record of 53.25
seconds set in 2002. He bested his own school record twice
including at the National Championships.

The senior also led the Fightin’ Quakers individually at the
OAC Championships with a championship in the 400-meter
hurdles (53.38), while Kalvin Butts took fourth place in both
the discus (152’) and the hammer throw (176’ 3”).
Butts also qualified for the National Championships in
the weight throw with a heave of 18.33 meters (60’ 1 ¾”),
the 14th-best throw in the country. Butts placed ninth in
his first nationals, missing All-American status by a single
place.
Senior Antone Truss, who also competed at the Nationals,
earned OAC Field Athlete-of-the-Week honors by winning
the high jump at the All-Ohio Meet hosted by Ohio Wesleyan University, jumping a mark of 2.10 meters (6’ 10 3/4”) to
finish just one centimeter off the meet record.
Burnam, Truss and Butts (twice) earned All-Region honors from the United States Track & Field and Cross Country
Coaches Association (while senior Matthew Baker earned
Academic All-OAC honors.

Lauren Stacey heaves the shot put in WC’s home #JennaStrong Meet.

Women’s Outdoor Track & Field

Antone Truss, who won the high jump at WC’s #JennaStrong Meet, competed

The women’s indoor track & field team placed ninth at the
Ohio Athletic Conference (OAC) Outdoor Championships
under the direction of 20-year Head Coach Ron Combs.
Senior Lauren Stacy led the Fightin’ Quakers individually at the OAC Championships by claiming the title in the
hammer throw with a heave of 48.27 meters (158’ 4”). She
also finished runner-up in the discus with a mark of 40.95
meters (134’ 4”). Stacy, who holds the program record in
the hammer, earned All-Region honors from the U.S. Track
& Field and Cross Country Coaches Association.
Sarah Pierce and Zara Zeller earned Academic All-Ohio
Athletic Conference (OAC) honors.

at Outdoor Nationals.

Pierce Burnam poses with his All-American hardware after finishing sixth in

Ian Darris passes in the Water Polo Club’s match with Ohio Wesleyan.

400-meter hurdles.
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ALUMNI HONORED FOR
ACHIEVEMENT
Filmmaker, scientist, teacher and school
administrator engaged in outstanding careers

Alumni citation recipients, from
the left, are: Megan Stiltner Large,
Linda Evers-Smith and Dr. Noris
Cabrera Price. Edward Fields was
unable to attend.

Whether it’s bringing distinct corners of the world as close
as one’s TV set, improving life through science or helping create a brighter future for children, Wilmington College alumni
are making a difference in the world.
The College presented special citations at Homecoming/
Alumni Reunion Weekend in September to Linda Evers-Smith
’92, Edward Fields ’74, Megan Stiltner Large ’05 and Dr.
Noris Cabrera Price ’81.
Linda Evers-Smith serves as technical section head
for Procter & Gamble’s division, Front End Innovation-Family Care. She has been awarded 13 patents with
17 more pending.
“Wilmington College is a wonderful gem of an institution,”
she said, noting the College’s values “happened here everyday” and complemented what she learned both inside and
outside of the classroom. “The success I’ve had in my career
can be directly traced back to my time here.”
Edward Fields has enjoyed a long career as a writer and
producer for nonfiction television. The former ABC News
writer won an Emmy Award for his writing in the series Lost
Civilizations and was nominated for Emmys for the TV series
Gettysburg and for episodes in two other series, America: The
Story of Us and The Men Who Built America.
Filming on location in England prevented him from attending the ceremony.
Megan Stiltner Large, Ohio District 10’s Teacher-of-
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the-Year for 2018, teaches at South Webster Jr.-Sr. High
School in south central Ohio. Among the recognition she’s
already received in her career are the Ohio School Board
Association’s State Award and Outstanding Student Program
Award.
“Wilmington College truly helped me find my voice and feel
like I can make an impact in the world,” she said. “My time
here was amazing.”
Large also recalled the day of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist
attacks, which occurred early in her freshman year. “I didn’t
feel fear. I felt love. I felt such a sense of community here
that day.”
Tony Price ’81 introduced his wife, Noris Cabrera Price,
whom he met at WC. She is the highly acclaimed superintendent of schools in Baldwin County, Ga., where, under her
leadership the high school increased its graduation rate 24
percent in three years. Among her numerous honors is the
American Assn. of School Administrators’ Women in School
Leadership Award.
She recalled the “culture shock” of coming to WC from New
York City, where her family immigrated when she was seven
years old. Price said education was “a game-changer for me”
and Wilmington College served as her “launching pad.”
“The Education Dept. pushed me to be my very best — WC
would not let me give up,” she said. “My journey exemplifies
the American Dream.”

Emeritus professor of agriculture Don Chafin places the Quaker
Emeriti Medallion around the neck of Rich Sidwell.

CLASS OF ’68 HOLDS 50-YEAR REUNION
The 50 years since the Class of 1968’s graduation have
witnessed remarkable history and societal change, yet one
constant has been the close ties among former classmates
at Wilmington College. Time melted away as they gathered
at Homecoming/Alumni Reunion Weekend in September for
their 50-year reunion.
President Jim Reynolds took the class on a trip down memory lane, back to 1968 when a first class postage stamp was
6 cents, a movie ticket $1.50, a new car $2,800 and their WC
tuition $1,050 a year.
Remember? WC’s enrollment was 901 with 592 men and
309 women, and the most popular majors were government,
religion and philosophy, and English. Sylvia Bond was elected
Homecoming queen; and the football team defeated Case
Reserve 47-13 in its Homecoming victory.
The tumultuous year witnessed the tragedy of the Vietnam
War, violence at the Democratic Convention in Chicago and
the assassinations of Martin Luther King Jr. and Robert F.
Kennedy. Oliver! Won the Best Picture Oscar while Katha-

Rich Weidner ’68 chats with former classmate, Gary Kersey ‘68.

rine Hepburn and Barbra Streisand tied for Best Actress for
their roles in Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner? and Funny Girl,
while the Green Bay Packers won Super Bowl II.
Also in the seminal year 1968, McDonald’s introduced the
Big Mac, which sold for 49 cents.
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The 2018 induction class of the Athletic Hall of Fame was formally inducted during halftime ceremonies at Homecoming.
Joking while dodging raindrops are, from the left, Chad Garman, Greg Morrow, Kelly Peters, Sharon Sims and Jay Slouffman.

5 INDUCTED INTO
ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME
2018 class represents soccer, basketball, track and coaching
Randy Sarvis
The 28th class inducted into the Wilmington College Athletic Hall of Fame features a trio of All Americans, a basketball record-holder and a legendary coach.
They include: Chad Garman ’07, men’s soccer, Greg Morrow ’05, track and field; Kelly Peters ’07, women’s basketball; Sharon Sims, pioneering coach of five sports; and Jay
Slouffman ’89, men’s basketball.
“We recognize you today because of what you contributed through your leadership and dedication,” President Jim
Reynolds said. “You make us look good.”
Dr. Terry Rupert, vice president for
athletic administration, calls Hall of Fame
induction day one of his favorite as athletics director. “I enjoy seeing all the Hall
of Famers come back as we welcome new
inductees and make it a family. To see it
occur year-after-year is incredible.”
Chad Garman enjoyed a sophomore
season for the ages, as he secured Ohio
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Athletic Conference Midfielder-of-the-Year honors before
being named First Team All-American. Bud Lewis’ 2004
team won the OAC season and tournament championships,
advancing to the Sweet 16 round of the NCAA Division III
Tournament.
Garman garnered OAC honors for each of his four years,
which saw his teams capture a 52-24-5 record.
Teammate and current head coach Alex Van der Sluijs ’07
described Garman as a “cerebral player” who displayed “the
epitome of composure.”
“Chad was never the biggest or fastest player, but his
soccer IQ was off the charts,” he said. “It seemed effortless with Chad — he played with such freedom in the way he
moved to find the ball.”
Garman complimented the quality of teammates and
coaches he had during his WC years as directly contributing
to his success. “I believe you are who you surround yourself
with,” he said. “Wilmington College is the place I always call
home.”

Greg Morrow came to WC to play
football while joining the track and field
team as a walk on. By the time he graduated, he was a 13-time NCAA Championships qualifier and six-time All-American:
three times as a member of the Fightin’
Quakers’ outdoor 4x400-meter relay
teams and, indoors, in the 400-meter
dash and twice as a member of 4x400

relay teams.
His seven WC records include being a member of the
fastest outdoor 400-meter, 800-meter, 1,600-meter and
sprint relay squads and, indoors, for the 400-meter dash
and 200-meter and 400-meter relays.
Morrow, the eldest of six children who was introduced
by teammate Marcus Scott, credited his mother for providing him with the foundation for success. He said her role
modeling instilled in him virtues found in her working three
jobs at the same time while still being able to devote time to
her children.
“She never let us quit,” he added. “She said, ‘If you start
something, you finish it.’”
Kelly Peters played on the College’s
2004 National Championship team and
was a key component of one of the
program’s most successful runs, finishing with a 94-24 record. The First Team
All-OAC honoree for both her junior and
senior seasons was a two time All-American. She earned that honor each of her
last two years from Division III News
while D3Hoops named her All-American as a senior, the
year she received the Helen Ludwig Award as the conference’s most valuable player.
Two of her Lady Quakers teams, coached byJerry Scheve, earned berths in the NCAA Division III Tournament,
including 2007 and the championship 2004 team. Peters
currently is ranked ninth in program history with 704 career
rebounds.
Teammate Gine Hyle Huiet ’08 presented Peters at the
induction luncheon. “Kelly was a quiet leader with a competitive drive and passion,” she said, also recalling the time
they spent working together in the WC/DHL work-study
program. “That’s the kind of manual labor job that instilled a
work ethic in us.”
Peters, who today is employed as a nurse, fondly recalled
“so many memories at Wilmington College.”
Sharon Sims was a builder of women’s sports at Wilmington College at the
dawn of the Title IX equal opportunity
initiative. She coached women’s basketball
for a dozen seasons from 1978 to 1990,
amassing 117 victories including, in her
final season, a then-program best 18-win
campaign.
Three days after being hired to join the
College’s health, recreation and physical education faculty,
she was asked to coach volleyball. While she played field

hockey and 6-player basketball in college, she became a
student of the game, the same as she did when asked to
teach golf, the sport for which she developed a great passion and prowess.
Sims started the women’s golf program and coached it for
a decade, being named OAC Coach-of-the-Year in 2004.

“We recognize you today because of
what you contributed through your
leadership and dedication.”
– JIM REYNOLDS
The LPGA-certified teaching professional introduced that
sport to or honed the skills of hundreds who took her popular physical education class.
In addition to coaching volleyball for four seasons, she
coached women’s track and field for three years and men
and women’s swimming for three years. Also, in addition to
being a member of the faculty for 34 years and retiring as a
full professor, Sims served for many years as assistant athletics director and senior women’s athletics administrator.
Sims, who was presented by longtime friend, Suzanne
Irvine Sharp ’84, described her induction as a “very meaningful and extremely humbling” honor. She spoke about
receiving a bracelet with five charms representing the five
sports she coached at WC.
“Those five charms represent a multitude of precious
memories,” she said in recalling the “tremendous journey”
she had at Wilmington College. “My athletes and I, over the
decades, shared and learned together. We ate our meals
together, traveled together, laughed and cried together, and
yes, we won and lost together.
“But most importantly, we learned about these things
called sport and love,” she added. “Each and every one of
them some how and in some way touched my life.”
Jay Slouffman was a four-year
member of the men’s basketball team who
earned NAIA All-District 22 honors his
senior year. He led the team in assists his
junior and senior seasons while finishing
second in rebounding. Also, he finished
second in scoring (14.5 points/game) as
a junior and led the team in scoring as a
senior with 17.1 points/game.
One of 27 members of the program’s
1,000 Point Club, Slouffman scored 1,023 points in his
career and, to this day, holds the single-season record for
most free throws made with 180 and attempted with 261.
Slouffman whose brother, Richard, presented him, spoke
of a “lifetime of memories” provided by his experience at
Wilmington College — both as a student and an athlete.
“We all shared a special bond that we’ll never forget, the
bond of brothers, sisters, coaches, professors,” he said. “The
discipline, respect, hard work, determination we put out every
day is worth a lot — and something I’ll never forget.”
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Led and organized by Wilmington College students, pictured above, thousands of students from across Ohio marched
to Columbus to protest the killing of four students at Kent State by Ohio National Guard troops in May 1970.

1968
Alumni recall a peaceful campus during a violent year
Stephen Chapman ‘73 with David Castro ’73
When I started Wilmington College in 1968, the campus
was peaceful, with none of the political upheaval one
might expect to occur today at colleges and universities
after the violent events of that year. The escalating war in
Vietnam and the My Lai Massacre, the fatal shooting of
three African-Americans students by police at a civil rights
rally at South Carolina State University, the assassination
of Martin Luther King and resulting riots in major cities,
antiwar student takeovers at Columbia, Howard and other
universities, the assassination of Robert F. Kennedy — all
had happened within months and weeks of my arriving at
Wilmington in July.
For me, getting drafted and sent to Vietnam was a
real possibility. It hinged on my successfully completing
Wilmington’s eight-week long summer term. I barely
graduated from high school and gained conditional
acceptance through WC’s Summer Chance program. Luckily,
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I maintained a 2.50 GPA, which won me acceptance in
the fall, and a student deferment from military service. At
the time, I don’t think I realized how close I came to being
drafted. Nearly everyone going into the military (and to
Vietnam) back then weren’t volunteers, but draftees. Most
were 18 and 19-year old kids.
I would say Wilmington was in a transitional period in
1968. The political and social radicalization that had reached
some colleges by then hadn’t taken hold at Wilmington. Hair
lengths and clothing styles tended towards the conservative.
As entering freshmen, we went through a strange custom
governed by upper-class students that seemed more fitting
for campus life of the fifties than 1968. We were required
to wear little white beanies with green brims on our heads
(Wilmington’s colors), and we were required to “tip them” to
upper-class students we approached. We also hung postersized signs around our necks to get signatures from upper-

class students.
Ours was the last incoming class to wear beanies thanks
to the objections of many. In fall 1968, all students
also were required to attend weekly “convocations” in
Boyd Auditorium before morning classes. The gathering
wasn’t religious in nature, but roll was taken and our
attendance was graded. I think I received a couple of “fails.”
Convocations ended after 1968 as well.
In spite of the beanie custom and required convocations,
many innovative programs welcomed Wilmington’s incoming
students; programs aimed at fostering community, a
worldwide vision, academic excellence and creativity.
Opportunities were available to help foot the bill for tuition
and board, then about $3,000 a year for fulltime boarding
students. Work-study programs, study abroad and off
campus co-op jobs were just some of the options. Many
worked nights at Randall, a company just blocks away which
manufactured parts for the auto industry.
Students embraced Wilmington’s founding Quaker values
under the guidance of the then president, James Read, and
administrators. Their vision was a vibrant and innovative
student community, and a learning environment that allowed
Wilmington’s students to challenge the political and social
issues of the day in nonviolent ways. For a background, the
book, Step By Step, Rust in Peace: The Quiet Peacemakers
of Wilmington College, 1940-1976 by Sharon Drees
highlights the school’s philosophy and a brief history,
including our years on campus.
For a small school, Wilmington offered a generous,
mostly liberal arts curriculum. What impressed me more
than the academics initially was the opportunity to be part
of a student body of so many different backgrounds —
economically, culturally and racially.
I was raised in the middle to upper middle-class suburbs
of Washington, D.C., and Wilmington’s diversity was eye-

opening. David Castro,
my collaborator on this
essay for The LINK,
and fellow classmate
from 1968-1973, is the
son of parents without
high school diplomas.
He lived his first two
years in migrant camps
in California where his
mother and father picked
crops to make a living.
Diversity for the sake
of diversity is criticized
by some today, but this
part of the Wilmington
experience shaped our
education perhaps more
than any other factor.
Students came from
all backgrounds and
many cultures. Roughly
300 of Wilmington’s
Two WC students, Jo Kiem and Dana
900 students were day
Frankel, hold an iconic anti-war poster
students from Wilmington from the late 1960s in a silent vigil in
and other mainly rural,
front of the courthouse in Wilmington.
nearby towns. While most
of the 600 boarding students were from large metropolitan
areas of the United States, close to 20 percent of the
student body, over 100 in all, were international: from
Mexico, Central and South America, Europe, Africa and Asia.
I remember one student from Communist Yugoslavia, and
another from the tiny island of Yap in Micronesia.
As the 1968-1969 year progressed, the Vietnam War
continued to escalate, and divisions in the country grew

STEVE AND DAVID — THEN
AND NOW
This story’s authors, Stephen Chapman and
David Castro, attended Wilmington College from
1968-1973.
Steve, born in Washington, D.C., graduated
with a sociology and history/political science
double major. He retired in 2012 after 38 years
as an editor/journalist with the Communications
Workers of America and other labor unions. He
and his wife, Susan Kitsoulis, live in Washington,
D.C.
David majored in integrated handicrafts and
has lived in Lansing, Mich., for the last 35 years.
His company, New World Woodworking, LLC,
provides interior trim carpentry for new residential
homes and commercial offices. He and his wife,
Becky Payne, both active Quakers, have one
daughter and three granddaughters.

TOP: Stephen Chapman is pictured with his wife, Susan,
with an inset photo from his College days
RIGHT: David Castro is pictured with his wife, Becky, with an
inset photo of him working in the ceramics studio at WC.
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Students, faculty and staff participated in campus vigils in support of the Civil
Rights Movement, the Anti-Vietnam War Movement and in support of the war.

over it, civil rights and the political direction of the country.
I don’t remember political differences sharply dividing our
student body into opposing camps but controversial issues
weren’t avoided. The history of the Vietnam War and the

American Civil Rights Movement was offered in a number
of courses, and the classroom discussions were always
respectful and without rancor.
I noticed students dividing into different factions
only during meals in the Pyle Center cafeteria. Students
would choose where and with whom to sit down and eat
depending on one’s comfort zone. Students in fraternities
and sororities generally sat in one area, international
students, African-Americans, long hairs and nonaligned
students in other areas of the cafeteria. I think I could map
out the seating preferences today.
The first student demonstration on campus I remember
happened in spring 1969 — a “sit-in” in the Austin-Pickett
dormitory lobby to achieve more liberal visitation policies
in the men and women’s dorms. Visiting hours were only
a few hours, and on weekends only, I recall. Dorm room
doors had to be open, and one foot of each student had to
be planted on the floor. Rules in Friends Hall, the freshmen
women’s dorm, were the most strict and tightly enforced.
I suppose I felt strongly about loosening the visitation
rules, but I felt terrible later that summer when I learned
President Read had suffered a heart attack, which might
have been triggered by his stress over the issue. Despite
the usual differences between students and administrators
over dorm visitation and other issues, Read, a gentle man
who was world renowned, was well liked. Before becoming

The Wilmington College delegation, including Dr. Larry Gara (in the pith helmet), marches through downtown Columbus to the Ohio Statehouse, where students from
schools across the state converged in protest of what happened at Kent State.
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Wilmington’s president in 1960,
Read served for years at the United
Nations as the U.S. Deputy High
Commissioner for Refugees.
The few times I met President
Read on campus, I remember he
would always correct us if we
happened to address him formally as
“president.” “Call me James Read,”
he would always say. He retired
before the fall term of the 1969-70
academic year.
Political activism increased
dramatically in 1969, as students
opposed to the war organized
many demonstrations and “teachins” — on campus as well as in
downtown Wilmington, which
was very conservative. I remember
joining a dozen or so students
led by professors T. Canby Jones
(religion) and Larry Gara (history),
now legends in College history,
for a silent vigil at the courthouse
where we quietly stood, holding
signs carrying anti-war messages.
Hundreds of Wilmington students
traveled to Washington, D.C.,
WC students, including Chris Diver (CENTER) and Mark Coneheady (RIGHT) are pictured en route on the
to participate in huge, antiwar
65-mile, three-day march to Columbus to protest the Kent State shootings.
mobilizations.
Clothing and hairstyles had also
following spring term. On May 4, 1970, when, during a
changed notably between the fall term of 1968 and 1969,
demonstration against the war at Kent State University, in
with a large portion of the student body wearing long hair,
Kent, Ohio, four students were shot and killed by members
bell-bottoms, beads, boots and sandals. These students
of the Ohio National Guard. Two of the victims weren’t
were labeled “grubs” by more conservatively minded and
participating in the demonstration but were killed while
dressed students, whom grubs called “straights.” Marijuana
walking across campus to attend class.
and recreational drug use also flourished.
Within hours of the shooting, virtually our entire student
As the country became more divided on the war, tensions
body, joined by administrators and faculty, crammed into
rose on campus as well, but everything changed the
Boyd Auditorium to discuss a way forward. Classes were
suspended and a campus strike was called. Students
agreed on a march to the Columbus statehouse to protest
the deadly use of force. Two days later, over 80 students,
including David and myself, began the 65-mile, threeday trek to the statehouse. By the time we arrived on the
morning of May 8, several thousand students from the
many other colleges in Ohio joined our demonstration.
Admissions director Bob McCoy would later recall
in Step by Step, Rust in Peace, “The crisis brought
Wilmington’s (‘grubs’ and ‘straights’) together.” For me,
one of the most poignant moments occurred during our
assembly in Boyd just hours after the shooting. A senior
in the audience who would have been described as a
“straight” stood up to speak. “It could have been me at
Kent State because I serve in the Ohio National Guard,” I
recall him saying, visibly shaken.
Tragically, violent overreaction to student-led
The Vietnam War was a flashpoint for protests both nationally and at Wilmington
demonstrations didn’t end with the Kent State tragedy.
College.
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Eleven days later, two African-American students
were killed and other 12 injured when police fired into
demonstrators at Jackson State College (now University)
in Mississippi.
The violent events of 1968 sparked an eruption of
political and social activism by students at Wilmington
College, but during my years there I cannot remember any
demonstrations or confrontations that became serious
disruptions, or turned violent. Student differences over the
events of those years could be voiced without the fear of
reprisal. We had no such things as “safe zones” or “trigger
warnings.”
Wilmington remained peaceful, something we credit
to the College’s Quaker values and the commitment
administrators and faculty made to creating and
maintaining a community of tolerance, acceptance and
nonviolence.
I’d like to dedicate my part of this essay to the assistant
director of admissions from 1963-1975, Alexander
Murdoch Jr., who was responsible for my acceptance at
Wilmington through the Summer Chance program. We
remained great friends from the time I graduated in 1973
until his death in 2012 — S.C.

EDITOR’S NOTE; Many thanks to Stephen and David for
putting such great thought and time into their story, and
responding to my offer in the Winter/Spring issue to share
memories of 1968. I invite others to continue this dialogue
in future issues. The following is a recollection from Bill
Samuel, Class of 1968.
TO THE EDITOR:
I graduated from Wilmington in August of 1968. I do have
memories of 1968 and of things happening at Wilmington.
I was active in the Committee for Peace and Freedom. We
had weekly peace vigils on campus (occasionally attended by
then-President Jim Read and members of the Board), and we
mobilized students to go to major national anti-war rallies.
I remember the night Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was
assassinated (April 4, 1968). Some of us students
spontaneously went to the Chapel in Kelly Center. It was
locked, but eventually someone came and opened it for us.
Together we mourned this great loss to our nation and the
world.
Bill Samuel
Rockville, MD

Diversity was a hallmark of the student body during the late 1960s and early to mid ‘70s, drawing students from all over the country and around the world. (Selected
photos are from the 1970 and 1973 yearbooks, and the Wilmington College Archives.)
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SUPER TROOPER

Brittany Kenney Noah ’11 garners top honor from State Patrol
Randy Sarvis
The Ohio State Patrol this past winter honored
Wilmington College alumnus Brittany Kenney Noah as 2017
Trooper-of-the-Year. The 2011 graduate also was named
Wilmington Post and Wilmington District Trooper-of-theYear.
Noah expressed her appreciation for what she described
as “an extremely prestigious honor” in a career she
thoroughly enjoys.
“I am lucky to be surrounded by a tremendous group of
individuals that I work with every day,” she said. “Those
individuals come together as a team to accomplish the goal
of contributing to a safer state for the citizens of Ohio.”
The award is based upon such criteria as outstanding
service, dedication, leadership abilities and professionalism,
The Clinton County native originally came to the College
with an idea of studying political science and pre-law.
However, she became fascinated with law enforcement
and followed her degree at WC with a master’s degree in
criminal justice from Wright State University.
Noah said the State Patrol appealed to her as a statewide
agency with numerous career opportunities beyond the most
visible area of patrolling Ohio’s highways. She joined in late
2012.
“I wanted to pursue a career that would allow me
to be involved in the community and have exposure to
experiencing something different on a daily basis,” she said.
Much of her time — up to 50,000 miles a year — is
spent behind the wheel of her Dodge Charger cruiser
equipped with a 5.7-liter Hemi V-8, which generates 370
horsepower.
“This is such a positive experience,” she said. “Being able
to patrol in the same community that provided me with an
incredible educational experience and giving back by helping
protect and serve the community.”

KEVIN CLAYTON
’81 ENJOYING
PROMINENT CAREER
ENSURING DIVERSITY
AND INCLUSION

Kevin Clayton ’81, chief diversity and
inclusion officer at Mercy Health, was
elected vice chair of Community Health
Charities National Board of Directors.
He previously served as chief diversity
officer for the United States Tennis
Association, national vice president of
diversity and Inclusion for the American
Cancer Society and corporate VP of
diversity for Russell Corporation. Clayton
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in business administration
and management from Wilmington College.
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BRANDI’S SWANSONG
Brandi James ’18 earns full ride to UC’s Ph.D. program in chemistry
Randy Sarvis

Music, campus
life, academics:
James left her
mark while
excelling in each
of those areas.
[p.52]

Brandi A. James left her fellow members
of the Class of 2018 with a gift of music
at their Commencement ceremony as the
graduates contemplated their futures while
also reflecting upon friendships made and
life experienced at Wilmington College.
Her solo on “Rise Up,” backed by members of the College Chorale, included these
most appropriate lyrics: “All we need is

hope and for that we have each other. We
will rise,… rise like the day,… rise unafraid…. I’ll rise up and I’ll do it a thousand
times again — for you,”
James’ moving rendition of the Batie/
Decilveo composition was a highlight of
the May Commencement, just like her
solos have been highlights of other campus
events for the past four years, be it the

“Star-Spangled Banner” at sports venues, as a cast member in a musical or her featured singing roles at choral
concerts.
“Singing brings me much peace,” she said while sharing
a favorite family story of someone simply looking at her
as a baby and predicting she would become a singer. “My
parents laughed because I wasn’t even talking yet, but here
I am at age 21 still heavily involved with music.”
Indeed, James grew up singing in her grandparents’
church and all through school before enrolling at Wilmington College, where “I wanted to continue using God’s
gift to me, as well as further my education in music,” she
added. She was a four-year member of the College Chorale
and performed in her first musical, Hairspray. “Also, singing
the National Anthem was so much fun.
“I have really enjoyed my times when I was able to showcase God’s gift,” noting her involvement with the Chorale
and minor in music proved “productive outlets” for her
studies that primarily featured the “difficult curriculum”
required for her majors in chemistry and mathematics.
“Music was always a safe and fun environment where I
felt the most free,” she said. “Also, I’m so appreciative to
have gained another family that understands my need to
express myself through song.”
Only a few weeks removed from her May graduation,
James reflected upon her Wilmington College experience.
She recalled having a strong initial attraction to WC’s
“beautiful campus,” one in which, she could see herself
“admiring the gorgeous nature” while walking to class.
“The campus gave me a sense of serenity while being
away from home,” she added.
Home is the small, Akron-area town of Northfield. The
thought of leaving her close-knit family four years ago to
attend a college nearly four hours away was a bit daunting,
but things have a way of working out.
“Upon moving here my freshman year, I was sad that I
wouldn’t be close to my sisters, Bre’Anna and Brittany, but
then I found two amazing women during freshman orientation and we’ve been close friends ever since.”
They are twins named, ironically, Brianna and Brittany
Montgomery. “I believe God placed them in my life to make
sure I had peers in my corner who would always support
me,” she added. “Now, I call them my sisters.”
James also was inspired by advice she continuously
heard at orientation: get involved. She joined Black Student Initiative (BSI), the latest iteration of the venerable
Concerned Black Students (CBS) organization, which goes
back nearly 50 years at WC.
“I enjoyed helping bring awareness of African culture to
campus and my involvement in BSI enhanced my perspective of my own culture,” she said, adding it also honed her
skills for planning events as part of a group.
Lessons in teamwork continued when she became a
cheerleader and she developed leadership skills as a resident assistant, peer mentor and orientation welcome leader. Also, James assisted other students academically in the
Math Center and as a tutor in the Student Resource Center.
“With all of these roles, I constantly communicated with

freshmen, sharing wisdom and being there if they needed me,” she said. “Making connections with others is very
important. When I was a freshman, I surrounded myself
with great people and found mentors I could confide in, so
I wanted to be in a position where I could help others.”
While music and her active roles in campus life may
have constituted James’ public persona on campus, her
career-oriented focus took place in the relative obscurity
of the Center for the Sciences and Agriculture, where her
courses and labs in chemistry and math consumed much of
her time and a lot of her interest.
“These lab environments challenged me to be more inde-

“When I was a freshman, I
surrounded myself with great people
and found mentors I could confide
in, so I wanted to be in a position
where I could help others.”
– BRANDI JAMES
pendent and confident,” she said, noting how she appreciates her faculty members giving juniors and seniors a great
sense of autonomy. “While my professors were always
across the hall if we had any issues, these upper level labs
gave me a chance to excel and be more confident in my
field.”
James also benefited from her role as a teaching assistant, which both reinforced course materials and allowed
her to see chemistry “from another perspective, the view of
all the preparation and planning needed to have an efficient
lab experience.”
She looks forward to her time at the University Cincinnati as she navigates its highly regarded Ph.D. in chemistry
program, for which she earned a full scholarship and will
be serving as a graduate/teaching assistant. James believes
she may end up using her expertise in chemistry as an entrepreneur.
“I’ve always wanted to be involved with hair care and
might start my line of hair care products,” she said. “This
next phase in my education will give me a broader approach
to understanding chemistry so I can one day start that
business.”
Music, campus life, academics: James left her mark while
excelling in each of those areas. She looked back on the
support she had in being successful at Wilmington College and cited a person from each component of the triad:
Chip Murdock, director of diversity and inclusion; Dr. Dore
Meinholtz, professor of chemistry; and Gina Combs Beck
’91, College Chorale director.
“Whenever I needed them, I was always able to confide
in them,” she said. “They always knew what to say for support and in giving good advice. They helped me become the
person I am today.”
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Valarie Willis

ENABLING LEADERSHIP
Valarie Willis ’95 earns top national LEAD award
Randy Sarvis
Valarie Willis was a nursing student working in the emergency room when she decided the stress associated with life
and death on a daily basis did not present a sustainable career
path for her. So, she joined the corporate world.
It was as information technology director with U.S. Shoe
Co. when she attended a Franklin Covey workshop and the
facilitator posed the questions: “What have you been procrastinating doing?” followed by “Then, what is your next
step?”
The answers were glaringly obvious. “I knew I needed to go
back to school,” Willis said, adding she quickly began looking
at colleges in Cincinnati that catered to the working adult.
Then, in the early 1990s, Wilmington College’s Cincinnati
Branch in Tri-County was about the only game in town with
that emphasis (now there are three-dozen other degree
completion entities!).
“It was small, personable and they worked with me on
credits,” she said about starting a curriculum in business
administration. “The classes were small enough and the professors caring enough that it was almost impossible not to
succeed there. I was in my late 30s and had a daughter. My
motivation was to get out of college before she got in.”
Willis graduated in 1995 summa cum laude and “didn’t
stop” until she attained her Master of Business Administra-
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tion degree from Xavier University.
“I was a late bloomer. You’re never too old to go back to
school or change your career,” she said.
U.S. Shoe was in the process of being purchased by Nine
West Shoes and moved from Cincinnati to New York, resulting in a transition that required IT director Willis’ involvement. It was during this period in the late 1990s when she
started the Cincinnati-based Valarie Willis Consulting — Nine
West was her first client.
“When I was at Wilmington, I thought I’d retire a corporate
girl, but sometimes life throws you curveballs,” she added.
“It was a huge risk, but I enjoy having my own consulting
business. There’s no such thing as a paycheck every Friday,
but the flexibility and freedom you have running your own
business is worth it.”
Willis took a hiatus from her venture to work three years
with the Tom Peters Company. The experience provided her
with important insight into ways of conveying leadership
development, personal and group motivation, and effective
management skills. Peters is the author of such bestsellers
on business practices as In Search of Excellence and Brand
You.
“Tom Peters was ahead of the curve,” she said about her
time working with their corporate clients’ senior leadership

and how that experience helped inform her consulting business.
“Every organization can benefit from great leadership
— leadership helps organizations achieve their vision and
mission.”

“Every organization can benefit from
great leadership — leadership helps
organizations achieve their vision and
mission.” - VALARIE WILLIS
With both national and international clients, her business
specializes in team building, leadership development, assessments, keynote speeches, consulting and facilitation, and
creating extraordinary customer experiences.
Willis mentioned it’s often beneficial for a qualified outsider to come in and see how organizations operate and gauge
the corporate culture.
“I come in not knowing so I ask questions that people
wouldn’t ask if they’d been there a long time,” she said,
noting red flags often pop up when she inquires, “Why are
you doing that?” and gets the response, “Because I’ve always
done that.”
Also, she said people might be surprised with the number
of organizations in which employees’ opinions and feedback
are neither solicited nor welcomed.
“Leaders need to be aware — walk around and get to know
people,” she added. “I’ve found the higher you are in an organization, the farther you are from the truth.”

Willis noted that leadership development is especially
important as Baby Boomers retire and pass the mantle of
organizational leadership to Millennials, who’ve had many
different life experiences.
“Leadership development makes a difference; helping
people discern their own behavior and realize when those
behaviors are helpful or harmful,” she added. “There isn’t any
place that doesn’t need good leaders.”
Willis was recognized as a top leadership practitioner earlier this year as the recipient of a LEAD (Leadership Excellence
and Talent Development) 2018 Award for her collaboration
with Stepan Chemical Company’s Emerging Leaders Program.
“The timing of this award for me was affirming, an affirmation of the work I tried to do in helping this company achieve
its goals,” she said. “You don’t get a lot of recognition, but
this award feels great.”
Achieving goals has been a long time occupation for Willis,
who views her time at WC’s Cincinnati Branch as foundational to her success.
“Things I learned at Wilmington College I’m still using
today,” she said, noting she has kept all of Perry Haan’s
business case studies and everything she wrote in Elizabeth
Ackley’s English class.
“I can’t think of anything from WC that didn’t have a direct
impact to the work I was doing and work I am doing. It’s all
paid off — even the art class, which tapped into my creative
side and gave me a different perspective on looking at things.
“It was hard because I was working full time and had a
family, but it was worth the struggle, worth the outcome.”
Willis and her husband, John, who have a daughter, are
celebrating 45 years of marriage this year as Valarie Willis
Consulting observes its 20-year anniversary.

TRAILBLAZING LAWYER
Harry Daniels ’67 joins Barclay Damon law firm
Harry T. Daniels left WilmerHale after 40 years
this spring to continue his law career at Barclay Damon’s Boston office. He is providing legal counsel
in the leading Northeast firm’s commercial litigation
and labor & employment practice areas.
The 1967 Wilmington College graduate practiced
for 40 years at WilmerHale, where he was assistant
managing partner, litigation department vice-chair
and an executive committee member. Daniels was
the first person of African descent to be named a
partner in a major Boston firm.
John P. Langan, Barclay Damon’s managing partner, said,
with a career spanning four decades, “Harry’s extraordinary legal acumen will make him an undeniable asset” to the
firm’s commercial litigation and labor & employment teams.
“I am honored that, as such an accomplished attorney and
high-profile member of the legal community in Boston, Harry

has chosen to join our Barclay Damon family,” he
added. “We can all learn from his leadership and
dedication to the profession, including his contributions in the areas of diversity and inclusion.”
Daniels focuses his practice on complex business
litigation matters, including contract disputes, trade
secrets, confidential information and covenants not
to compete, product liability, partnership disputes,
wrongful termination and employment discrimination.
He has held significant roles in the Boston legal
community including, among others, Massachusetts Commission on Judicial Conduct chairman, Board of Bar Overseers of
the Supreme Judicial Court member, Boston Bar Association
Senior Lawyers Section co-chair, Northeastern University
School of Law adjunct and Harvard Law School trial advocacy
workshops faculty member.
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Bill Kincaid Jr. as photographed
by Todd Joyce ‘85

ANOTHER TAKE ON SHAKESPEARE
Bill Kincaid Jr.’s new book held Amazon’s #1 spots for acting and new
releases in theatre
Randy Sarvis
Bill Kincaid Jr. recalls receiving advice as a high school student from a Wilmington College English professor on essential
literature to read in preparation for college. William Shakespeare topped the list.
Decades later, Kincaid, a 1986 WC alumnus with a long list
of acting, teaching and other theatre accolades, is an author
himself. He’s written a book on Shakespeare titled Performing Shakespeare Unrehearsed: A Practical Guide to Acting and
Producing Spontaneous Shakespeare.
Wilmington College hosted a public reception and
book-signing event in honor of the author May 3, at which
Kincaid deviated from the customary reading of excerpts at
book signing events. Rather, he illustrated elements of the
Performing Shakespeare Unrehearsed technique with volunteer actors.
Kincaid, a native of nearby New Vienna, is head of performance and leads the Master of Fine Arts acting program at
Western Illinois University, where his numerous accolades
include the Outstanding Teacher and Service Awards. Also, he
is a three-time winner of the Classical Acting Coach Award
from the National Partners of American Theatre.
His many acting and directing credits include Crossroads
Repertory Theatre, Williamstown Theatre Festival and the New
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England Shakespeare Festival. He is founder of Bard in the
Barn, which has produced unrehearsed performances of 17
Shakespeare plays.
Kincaid started teaching workshops on unrehearsed Shakespeare 12 years ago both as part of Bard in the Barn and as a
guest director on college campuses.
“At the end of the workshops, they’d often ask, ‘Is there a
book I can read about this?’ I’ve known for awhile there probably needs to be one,” he said. A yearlong academic sabbatical
from teaching in 2016-17 proved an opportune time to put
down on paper the process and intricacies associated with his
unique application of Shakespeare.
“I told myself I needed to be disciplined and write for an
hour each day,” he said, noting it went more quickly than expected, as he finished the first draft in June and the final draft
before Thanksgiving. It was released March 23 and has the
distinction of, albeit for a period of time, being Amazon’s #1
theatre book for pending releases and its #1 newly released
book on acting.
Kincaid said the book, which is geared primarily toward actors, quickly fell into place based upon his success in conducting the workshops over the years.
“I talk about rules and exceptions — I was able to get really

in-depth,” he said, adding that he drills down into such complexities as why Shakespeare used “thee” and “thou” in some
places and “you” in others. “It’s about pulling the language
apart and identifying everything the playwright wants you to
know. And it’s presented in such a way the readers can relate —
even if they’re not necessarily into Shakespeare.”
Amazon describes the book as “seeking to prove that Shakespeare’s plays can be performed effectively without rehearsal if
the actors understand a set of performance guidelines and put
them into practice. Once the guidelines have been established,
practical means of production are discussed, providing the
reader with sufficient step-by-step instruction.”
Kincaid shared how his formative years provided a
life-changing exposure to the works of the Bard of Avon. His
father, Dr. William Kincaid, professor of mathematics, recognized his son as a voracious reader and asked his WC faculty
colleague, the late English professor, Dr. William “Bill” Guthrie,
for a recommendation of challenging literature for his son to
read in the years before attending college.
“When I came to Wilmington College, I had a Shakespeare
literature class with Bill — that was the first writing I did on
Shakespeare,” he recalled. “He was a good mentor for me and,
in fact, I talked to Bill about this project.”
There’s more of a WC connection to Kincaid’s appreciation
for Shakespeare. Indeed, while in high school, he was cast
in Hugh Heiland’s Wilmington College Theatre production of
Othello in 1979 and, once a student at WC, he was cast in the
Steven Haines-directed production of Much Ado about Nothing in 1982.
“My book’s roots go back to Wilmington College,” he added.

The cover of Performing Shakespeare Unrehearsed features a photo of actors
from Kincaid’s Bard in the Barn project.

TV EXEC
Jeff Hasler ‘83 takes
top position at Original
Productions
Jeff Hasler continues his celebrated career
as the new president of Original Productions,
a California-based company that has produced
for various networks such popular reality shows
as 1,000 Ways to Die and Ice Road Truckers.
The 1983 Wilmington College
graduate is overseeing the television
production company’s development,
production, business and strategic
components after
serving National
Geographic Studios
as its executive vice
president of production and development.
At National
Geographic, Hasler was closely involved with
such acclaimed productions as the documentary,
Jane, the Emmy-nominated series, StarTalk, as
well as Explorer, Chain of Command, the documentary, Gender Revolution, and the Sports
Emmy-nominated Breaking 2.
Hasler previously spent five years as senior
vice president of development and production
for Discovery Channel, providing content for
such popular cable TV shows as Man v. Wild,
Deadliest Catch, Into the Wild, Storm Chasers
and Discovery’s annual Shark Week programming.
He saw the commissioning and production of
Discovery Films’ In the Shadow of the Moon,
the Oscar-nominated Encounters at the End of
the World and the Oscar-winning Man on Wire.
Haslar, who began his career in the industry
as an independent filmmaker, spent his early
years in the writing, directing and producing
series like Queer Eye for the Straight Guy for
Bravo Network, along with projects for TLC,
The History Channel, VH1, PBS and Food Network. He became programming director at A&E,
overseeing the series Biography and the development of Family Jewels, and was co-producer
of Showtime’s Walter and Henry.
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GRAD’S SUCCESS IS NO ACCIDENT

Tyler Brummett and Professor Alan Ledford are pictured with Super Bowl LII in the background. Appreciating how things can go full circle, he looks forward to Ledford
bringing his students to work Super Bowl LIII in Atlanta this February so he can give them a tour of Philips Arena and the Hawks’ facilities. “I look forward to talking with the
students about my path, since I was in their shoes not too long ago,” Brummett said. “It’s really neat that I’ll be able to speak with those students from a different perspective
now that I know what it takes. I will have just been in their position a year before talking to them.” He also looks forward to WC alumnus Nick Nicastro also speaking with
the students, as the 2002 alum works from Atlanta for NFL On-Location Experiences. Brummett first met Nicastro, who’s enjoyed great success in his career in professional
sports, when both were working the Super Bowl in Minneapolis and hopes he will become a mentor while they both are in Atlanta.

Tyler Brummett ’18 lands sport management job with Atlanta Hawks
Randy Sarvis
Tyler Brummett finally awakened after drifting in and out of
consciousness for the better part of a month. Confused at the
sight of his unfamiliar surroundings in a rehabilitation center,
he asked, “Why am I here?”
His father replied, “You were in a terrible car accident.”
Following his freshman year at Wilmington College,
Brummett was working at a local pizza shop near his southern Ohio hometown of West Union when, while delivering
his first pizzas of the evening, a driver traveling on State
Route 32 T-boned his vehicle. Brummett was airlifted to
University of Cincinnati Hospital, a flight his mother was
told he might not survive.
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After nine days in the intensive care unit, he was stable
enough to be moved to a Drake Rehabilitation Center, where
he underwent three weeks of physical, occupational and
speech therapy, all while being barely lucid and alert.
“To this day, I don’t remember any of it. Those were threeand-a-half weeks of my life I have no recollection of,” said
Brummett, who, less than three years later, earned accolades
as the top student in sport management, graduated with honors in May and, this summer, began working with the Atlanta
Hawks of the National Basketball Assn.
A four-inch scar by his right ear is the only physical evidence of the potentially catastrophic accident. “I didn’t believe

it happened until my dad showed me pictures of my car. Then, I turned my phone
on and saw hundreds of calls, texts and
messages.”
Brummett sustained a traumatic brain
injury, which resulted in some memory
loss and literally having to “re-learn how
to read, write, talk, walk and sleep.”
His parents described the experience
in the rehab center as, “Teaching a grown
man how to be a child again.”
Like many American teenagers, Brummett had dreams of playing professional
football in the NFL. Wilmington College
scouted him at his final game for Manchester High School, convincing him to join the Tyler Brummett (CENTER) is surrounded by friends as they prepare to cross the campus mall to Hermann
Fightin’ Quakers and come to WC to study Court for the Commencement ceremony. Pictured from the left are 2018 graduates: P.J. Meyer, David Henry,
Brummett, Ryan Prince and Morgan Eades.
athletic training.
Academics had always come easy for
work in,” he said. “I knew, coming back to Wilmington after a
him. He earned straight A’s throughout high school and during
traumatic brain injury, I would really have to study hard behis freshman year at WC, so it was a new reality adjusting to
cause things weren’t coming to me as easily as before.”
the brain injury. The plan was to take a yearlong leave from the
The centerpiece of Ledford’s plan was to give his students
College with the expectation he would return. After losing 24
numerous chances to learn about the sports industry through
pounds in the month following his accident, Brummett knew
field experiences and hands-on learning opportunities —
his successful rehabilitation would need to be comprehensive:
providing knowledge and skills that couldn’t be overlooked on
mind, body and spirit.
a resume or as interview talking points. Ever the sports fan,
“I had to take baby steps — it was a huge struggle,” he reBrummett especially liked the prospect of being associated
called. “But, when I left rehab, they left open the possibility of
with such high profile events as the Super Bowl, top college
playing football again. They didn’t rule it out.”
football bowl games and other ESPN Sports Center headlinThat prospect fueled his motivation as he trained regularly.
ers.
He devoured those opportunities, working a number of big“I cried. I was angry. I didn’t get to
time sporting events during his last three years at WC, including two Super Bowls. “These experiences helped shape me as
step away from the game on my own
a professional, seeing how these mega-events are branded
and what it takes to put them on, ” he said.
terms.” - TYLER BRUMMETT
Indeed, backed by Brummett’s resume bullet points and his
high-energy personality, along with being a proven academic
“I worked my butt off,” he said. “The doctor said it would take
achiever, Ledford helped him prepare for a nationally proma year-plus to get back to my weight room numbers — I was
inent job fair in Cleveland at which representatives of the
back in a month.”
National Football League, Major League Baseball, National
As his return to WC and football loomed nearer, Brummett’s
Hockey League and National Basketball Assn. were seeking
doctor dropped a bombshell, saying he would not clear him to
the best and brightest.
play. “I cried. I was angry. I didn’t get to step away from the
Brummett lined up three interviews prior to arriving and,
game on my own terms. But I really needed to get back around
before he left Cleveland, had interviewed with 14 professionthe game that I loved so much.”
al teams. “I had teams coming to me and even had some job
So Brummett and then-head coach Stacey Hairston devised
offers,” he added.
an internship associated with his minor in coaching in which he
Atlanta followed up its interview with phone calls from othworked with tight ends. Football preseason and the advent of
er franchise officials and a Skype interview, after which they
his sophomore year back at WC lifted his spirits — and served
offered Brummett a job. Since his spring break plans included
to chart the course for his future.
traveling to Orlando, he stopped in Atlanta to meet with team
“Everybody welcomed me back,” he said. “The energy was
officials, view the facilities and get to know the city better.
great.”
He then attended the Orlando Magic’s “rookie camp”
The new school year also brought Dr. Alan Ledford, a 2002
showcase for prospective new employees, a unique opportuWC alumnus selected to direct the sport management pronity in which only 16 individuals were selected from as many
gram as Brummett switched his major from athletic training
as 1,000 applicants. Brummett was seeded number one in a
to sport management. The two quickly hit it off when Ledford
fantasy draft scenario based upon his meeting with a Magic
shared with him his vision for the program.
representative, who was impressed by his demeanor, characBrummett liked what he heard and “I promised to put the
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good, very good.
ter and other presentation measures as he
“I’m from a little town not far from here;
shared his story,
there are a couple of gas stations. People
While impressed with Orlando, Brumreally struggle where I’m from,” said the
mett ultimately chose the Hawks.
first generation college student, who
“I chose Atlanta shortly after the rookie
nearly lost his life delivering pizzas. “I’m
camp — I knew Atlanta was where I wantlucky and blessed with everything that’s
ed to begin my professional career,” he
come my way over the last few years.
added, noting he also considered offers or
“The College froze my scholarships
was in talks with teams from Los Angeles,
after the accident and allowed me to take
Oakland, Miami, Houston, New Orleans
up where I left off. Alan and Terry Rupert
and Phoenix.
(WC’s director of athletics) helped mold
Looking back, his WC experience, comme into who I am — it takes a community
bined with his grit and initiative, paid huge
to raise a child! You have to network and
dividends.
have experience in the sport management
“These teams asked me to interview
Tyler Brummett poses in front of the Atlanta
world and the College gave me so many
with them! I have good grades in sport
Hawks’ step-and-repeat backdrop this summer.
opportunities.”
management, but how did I stand out?”
And now he’s working as a membership
he said during a presentation before
associate with the Atlanta Hawks during an especially opporWC’s President’s Advisory Council in April. “That’s where Alan
tune time when Atlanta’s Philips Arena is undergoing a $192
and these trips come in. Everybody’s eyes got real big when I
million renovation.
mentioned the Super Bowl and NCAA football championship.”
“This is my parents’ dream — for me to get out and make
A lot has happened since that WC football scout saw Brumsomething of myself,” he said. “I’m very fortunate. I’m blessed.”
mett play in his final high school game — some bad but mostly

SUPER BOWL CONNECTION
Alum Nick Nicastro sells $100K seats
Nick Nicastro was an All-American football
player at Wilmington College in 1999. Earlier this
year, he headed a team of account executives selling the ultimate Super bowl experiences — the best
seats, luxury boxes and field access packages for
America’s number one spectacle in popular culture.
Nicastro, a 2002 WC graduate, is director of
premium sales for On Location Experience, the
official hospitality of the National Football League.
He and his sales team were in the Minneapolis
area just prior to Super Bowl Sunday selling the
remaining ticket packages with the corporate promise that,
“No one gets you closer to the action.”
That experience comes at a pretty price — often up to
$100,000.
And it wasn’t just the on-field action on Super Sunday
between the Patriots and Eagles, but experiences surrounding the Super Bowl like rubbing elbows with Pro Football
Hall of Famers and seeing entertainers like Kelly Clarkson
performing within a stadium club for a few hundred people
on Super Bowl Sunday.
On Location Experiences is the latest stop in a celebrated
career that’s taken Nicastro, as one of the College’s original
sport management graduates, to work with the Cincinnati Bengals while also selling on some of the largest new

[p.60]

sports stadium projects over the past 10 years.
He’s worked with the New York Yankees, New
York Jets, San Francisco 49ers and, most recently,
the Atlanta Braves’ new Sun Trust Park stadium
project.
Nicastro was pleased to learn Wilmington College had 18 sport management students in Minneapolis Jan. 30 through Feb. 5 assisting at the
Super Bowl Game Day and working with the NFL
Experience in the days leading up to the game.
“The biggest thing is getting real life experience,” he said, noting how impressed he is that Dr. Alan
Ledford ’02, his former WC classmate and now director of
the College’s sport management program, is leading the effort to give students such hands-on learning opportunities.
Indeed, WC students also worked the NCAA D-I football championship game in Atlanta earlier this year and the
NCAA D-1 Women’s Basketball Final Four in Columbus, in
addition to last year’s Super Bowl and other college bowl
games.
“That’s the best way to learn about the industry and the
best way to know if you really want to pursue this field,”
Nicastro added. “When you are in your first interviews after
graduation, the more ‘real world’ experience you have separates yourself from competing job applicants.”

Carly Pritchard
questions legislative
staff members on
environmental issues.

LIVING OUT YOUR PASSION
Carly Pritchard ’18: ‘I can truthfully say that I’ve stood up for justice’
Randy Sarvis
It was Earth Day at Wilmington College in April and Carly
Pritchard relished the opportunity to quiz a panel of legislative staff assistants on what their bosses — U.S. Rep. Steve
Stivers and U.S. Senators Sherrod Brown and Rob Portman —
support with regard to environmental issues.
She arrived at the panel discussion with her lunch on the
run — a tangerine — and a ceramic coffee mug emblazoned
with peace signs, which the graduating senior brought because she refuses to use the disposable plastic cups often
provided with refreshments at campus events.
“Be the change you wish to see in the world.”
Mahatma Gandhi
Pritchard and several of her Amnesty International cohorts might have surprised the panelists with the depth of
knowledge evident in their insightful questions, and had them
bobbing and weaving through their answers, especially when
the dialogue surrounded governmental support for clean and
sustainable energy practices and — she believes — the lack
thereof.
Over her four years at Wilmington College, Pritchard left
her mark as a social justice warrior and peace advocate, and
one willing to work hard for what she believes.
“I grew up in a church where peace and social justice were
important,” she said, adding that those qualities led her to
Wilmington College.

A resident of nearby Lebanon, she first knew WC as the
college attended by her grandfather, 1960 graduate Charles
“Chuck” Pritchard of Circleville. The combination of location and qualifying for a Presidential Scholarship, with WC’s
reputation as a peace college, where “you can live out your
passion,” made the institution stand out among the numerous
schools she considered.
Pritchard crafted a curriculum featuring a triple major in
Spanish and two concentrations in business administration:
marketing and economics.
She also saw opportunities to make an impact on campus
— and beyond. At the end of her freshman year, Pritchard resuscitated the College’s then-defunct Amnesty International
chapter, guiding it from “small and insignificant” to a vibrant
campus organization.
The next year, she promoted WC as the site for a statewide gathering of collegiate Amnesty chapters, a successful
venture that “solidified” the chapter — legitimizing it in the
eyes of the campus, peer institutions and, most importantly,
its membership.
“We have meetings and have 10 or more students show up
who are really interested,” she said, noting the College regularly sent enthusiastic delegations to regional and national
meetings. “Our members have really taken ownership of it,
which is really cool.”
She graduated confident in the chapter’s continuity and
ongoing effectiveness.
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“Wilmington College has given me the opportunity to put
my beliefs and faiths into practice,” she added. “Equality, social justice and peace are part of the College’s framework.”
“Peace is not something you wish for; it’s something
you make, something you do, something you are and
something you give away.” John Lennon
Pritchard also quickly cultivated her interest in Spanish by
spending much of the summer before her sophomore year
studying in Colombia and then serving as a founding member
of the Latino Student Assn. to complement her leadership
role with the International Club.
“Those gave me more of a global perspective,” she said.
“It’s nice to surround yourself with organizations and people
with an interest beyond things happening in Ohio. I especially
like to celebrate Latino culture.”
International travel opportunities for Pritchard only began
in Colombia. She also engaged in a study tour of Costa Rica
and a conference on peaceful conflict resolution in Hiroshima, Japan. Attending two Spring Break Lobby Weekends in
Washington, D.C., not only fueled her love for travel but also
facilitated finding a voice for advocacy.
“A lot of people think you have to go to a large university
to have diverse opportunities,” she said. “There have been so
many opportunities afforded to me here.”
The College also assisted her in getting to Colombia, Japan
and Costa Rica through such donor-generated vehicles as the
Isaac Harvey, Lewis Marcuson and Joshua Keith travel funds.

Each of these assists students in funding education-related
travel opportunities.
Pritchard enjoyed the challenging opportunities included
with enrollment in the Honors Program and as a member
of the WISE program’s inaugural cohort. The Wilmington
Institute for Stewardship and Engagement (WISE) features
11 credit hours of academic courses complemented by a
leadership-driven internship and work opportunity all geared
toward community building.
She participated in the psychology-based Active Minds
organization and was inducted into Sigma Delta Pi (Spanish
honorary), Omicron Delta Kappa (national honor society) and
Green Key (WC’s honor society). She earned recognition as
the top senior in Spanish and graduated summa cum laude.
Soon after her graduation in May, Pritchard landed a job in
which she is using her expertise in marketing, economics and
Spanish, as well as employing her passion for social justice.
La Terza Artisan Coffee Roasterie in Cincinnati hired her as
its team organizer/operations director.
Pritchard described the company as a “social enterprise”
that pays farmers a living wage and gives full service support
to coffee shops in the area. La Terza offers tours and classes,
and prides itself on sourcing its coffee beans ethically and
sustainably.
That peace sign-emblazoned coffee mug undoubtedly continues as a tool of the trade.
“Securing a sustainable future will take all of us
working together.” Sharan Burrow

A TRANSFORMATIVE EXPERIENCE
2005 grad named Ohio District 10 ‘Teacher of the Year’
When Megan Stiltner Large was
named Ohio District 10 “Teacherof-the-Year” this spring, she was
especially pleased to share her good
news and thank those members of
Wilmington College’s faculty and
staff who contributed to the transformational experience that began
when she arrived on campus in fall
2001.
“To say I was quiet and shy is an understatement,” she
recalled. Indeed, she hated being away from home, never went
to summer camp and rarely had sleepovers with friends. “In
high school, I hid in the back of the classroom and prayed that I
could go unnoticed.”
Upon Large’s arrival at WC, her mother was convinced she
would not make it through the first night. Flash forward four
years.
“By the time I received my degree in 2005, I was a com-
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pletely different person,” she said. “I
had become a confident, outgoing,
strong woman.”
Large credited the remarkable
transformation to her friends, roommates and tennis teammates, “but,
most of all, my professors pushed
me to my limits. I had excellent role
models in both the Education and
History departments, as well as a
few special professors in political science and psychology.”
Flash forward to today. Large teaches U.S. history and
psychology at South Webster High School near Portsmouth
in southern Ohio, where, “I have the greatest students in the
world and am blessed to work with amazing educators.”
Large lauded her “top-notch” education at WC. “I attribute
all of my success to the people who surrounded me while I
was there,” she added. “I continually tell my students about my
fantastic experience at WC.”

Kyle Dickey

KEEPING THEM HONEST
Kyle Dickey ’12 enjoys meteoric rise to Ohio’s Deputy Inspector General
The popular television franchise, CSI: Crime Scene
Investigation, has had numerous successful spinoffs: CSI:
Miami, CSI: New York and most recently, CSI: Cyber. If
Kyle Dickey’s enthusiasm for his new job is any indication,
the next show could be CSI: Forensic Accounting.
Dickey, who graduated in 2012 after studying accounting at WC’s Cincinnati Branches, has experienced a speedy
career trajectory that included starting as an auditor with
the Ohio Attorney General in 2013, a promotion to senior
auditor and, since January, deputy inspector general for the
State of Ohio.
“After Wilmington, I had an idea of what I wanted and
my plan came together,” he said. “That accounting degree
from Wilmington College opened some doors.”
Dickey enrolled at the Cincinnati Branch already holding
a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from the University
of Cincinnati. Criminal justice was his “passion” but the
Enron scandal with its huge auditing failure intrigued him
into pursing the relatively new field of forensic accounting.
“In the back of my mind, I knew that was what I wanted,”
he added.
Dickey worked as a loss prevention agent in Macy’s retail
audit and compliance area while attending WC. Since he
already had a bachelor’s degree, most of his curriculum
featured accounting courses with associate professor Dr.
Charles Dick, whose background in “about 10 different

areas” was greatly appreciated by Dickey.
“At Wilmington, I knew what classes would be offered
and when I would graduate, so I could design my schedule
around my job,” he said. “I liked the small class size and
accessibility of professors.”
After his graduation, he obtained status as a Certified
internal Auditor and Certified Fraud Examiner. The Ohio
Attorney General’s Office hired him as an auditor in Columbus and, within two years, he was promoted to senior
auditor, a position in which he investigated white-collar
crimes.
“I was assigned to some of the more high profile cases
in charitable/non-profit fraud and embezzlement,” he said,
noting his charge involved a combination of investigative
and accounting work. “We were auditors and we conducted
fraud investigations.”
In January, the governor-appointed state inspector general named Dickey one of his deputy inspector generals,
a move that placed him on the 29th floor of the Rhodes
State Office Tower in downtown Columbus.
He investigates fraud, waste, abuse, corruption and conflict of interest in state government.
“It’s a little more exciting than traditional accounting,” he
said. “They’re not your typical accountants position where
everything is black and white — it’s an opportunity to think
outside the box.”
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BESPOKE
BESONG
2012 alumnus trades lucrative NYC Financial
District job for entrepreneurial venture
involving African homeland
Randy Sarvis
Edmund Besong’s work in tax law, mergers and acquisitions
as an employee with some of New York City’s most prestigious
financial services firms placed him in regular contact with corporate CEOs and CFOs.
In his conversations with these top executives, he often posed
questions covering the gamut from keys to their success, the
role of risk-taking and when they realized their entrepreneurial
dream could become a reality.
Sure, those questions helped to establish a rapport with the
business leaders as he probed them for information needed by
his firms, but he had an ulterior motive — Besong was entertaining the idea of starting his own business.
“That was a goldmine. I sat there and listened,” he said. “I
appreciated how they went from small mom and pop shops to
ones that big equity firms want to invest in.”
Besong looks forward to the day when firms like his former
employers, J.P. Morgan and Goldman Sachs, want to invest in
Ed Besong Suits, a company he started earlier this year that
offers affordable fashion.
“The idea dates back to my time at Wilmington,” Besong said
as he told the story of quitting his high-paying Financial District
job to pursue his dream.
Besong and his younger brother, Leroy, followed their father,
Manfred ’78, from their home in Cameroon, West Africa, to
Wilmington College. He recalls marketing professor Ellen Novar
talking about branding and discussions with management professor Steven Stovall on business ideas and entrepreneurship.
“What happened for me at Wilmington College gave me an
opportunity to first find a home and, then, think about, in terms
of the world, how are you going to make it a better place?” he
said, adding that hands-on learning internships with National
Bank & Trust and Emsar Corp. in Wilmington complemented his
classroom experience.
He graduated in 2012 and went on to earn both his law
degree and Master of Science in Accounting at Ohio Northern University in 2016, along with becoming a Certified Public
Accountant. His ONU internship with J.P. Morgan in Columbus
led to an offer to join the company in New York City, but rival
Goldman Sachs snatched him first to work with its NYC-based

[p.64]

international tax group. On the verge of getting promoted, the
consulting firm Alvarez & Marsal hired him to work with its tax
group.
He was on a fast track to success.
Besong quickly realized that one’s attire plays a key role in
acceptance in the high stakes financial world — “especially in
fashion-oriented New York City,” he said. Indeed, many within
that realm pay top dollar — $1,500-plus — for suits from the
high fashion houses of Milan and Paris.
“I had to dress formally, but I couldn’t afford it. But, over time,
I came to appreciate that looking good was in the details, rather
than where the suit came from,” he added.
Besong knew there were top quality tailors in his homeland,
Cameroon, so he had one his family knew make him suits from
fabrics imported from Italy. “He would tailor clothing for me and
my parents would bring it to the U.S. when they came to visit.”
Men’s suits, New York City, Italy, Cameroon. That planted a
seed. “I had this idea in the back of my mind but I didn’t have the
courage to do it,” he recalled. “I wasn’t going to give up a good
job.”
That “good job” meant being heavily invested in his position at
Alvarez & Marsal: consulting for major bankruptcy cases, articulating tax laws with clients and working on ways for companies
to reconstruct themselves in the new business paradigm.
Last winter, he finally took off a few days and accompanied
his wife, 2013 WC graduate Kate Dooley, back to Ohio, where
she took the Medical College Admission Test (MCAT), followed
by a visit with her family in Dayton. The vacation ended quickly
for Besong when his boss gave him a critical assignment that literally kept him in front of a computer for 48 consecutive hours.
Several times during that grueling period, Teddy, his young
nephew, pushed open the door of the room where Besong was
working. He encouraged his uncle to play with him, but, sadly,
Besong was unable to share his time with the boy.
“When I was done, I felt sick,” Besong said. “It became clear
to me I wasn’t able to see my family and I was giving up my
health — it was an unhealthy lifestyle.”
Besong was conflicted. He had a great-paying job but quitting
to pursue an entrepreneurial dream was fraught with peril.
A WC mentor, Emsar’s CEO, Renee LaPine ’95, told him, “Ed,
you’re young. This is the time to do it.” Another mentor said, “I
admire your courage and I want to be your first customer.”
He quit the firm and took his business plan to Cameroon,
where he spent three weeks renovating a second home his
parents owned into a tailoring workshop. He purchased nine
machines and hired four tailors, two assistants and an administrative person to oversee quality control and coordinate orders
from America. It’s very much a family business as his three
siblings and a cousin also are involved.
Based in New York City, the company gives those residents an
opportunity to get professionally measured at Besong’s Midtown office or make appointments for home visits in the Metro
area. His website, https://edbesong.com/ offers a step-by-step
guide on how to measure oneself and order suits professionally
made of fabrics imported from Italy. The entire process from
ordering to production and delivery is designed to take two to
three weeks.
Customers select from a variety of silk lining patterns to

Ed Besong is pictured with his staff in Cameroon.

go with contemporary cut suits featuring colors ranging from
darkest navy and black charcoal micro hounds tooth to steel
blue with goldenrod plaid, solid dark plum, coffee brown and
brown tan micro hounds tooth with red windowpane. Each suit
features his signature sleeve buttonholes stitched in Cameroon’s
colors: red, green and yellow.
“I want to build products, affordable business attire, that
are meaningful,” he said, noting he plans to introduce lines of
women’s custom suits, blazers and pants in the near future. “I
look forward to building a full-service brand and my suits are,
hopefully, just the beginning.”
The business represents much more than an entrepreneurial
venture for Besong. It directly relates to economic development
in his homeland.
“I tried to create a comfortable working environment that is
clean with air conditioning and with security — it’s not a sweatshop,” he said, noting his company provides a living wage, offers
desirable work-life balance hours and is among the first in
Cameroon to provide healthcare, which covers the employee and
his/her spouse, children and parents.
“Creating employment in Cameroon is the ultimate blessing
for me,” he added. “That gives me a lot of comfort, that I’m not
going down a path in vain.”
The business also is providing a chance for Besong’s charity, www.besongsmile.org to expand. Started as a means for
providing food and clothing to New York City’s homeless on
monthly “Homeless Saturdays,” he’s expanded it to include
goals of community development, church construction and
tuition-free elementary schools for orphans and low-income
families in Cameroon.
Indeed, returned suits are donated through BesongSmile to
individuals in need in Cameroon, for boys and men to wear at
everything from job interviews and court appearances to graduations, proms and weddings.
“For me, life has always been about connecting with people,”
Besong said. “To do something like this business, for me, it had
to be personal.”
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ABOUT CLASS NOTES
The LINK is interested in learning more about your accomplishments and
other newsworthy items. Please direct information and photographs to: Class
Notes, Pyle Center Box 1313, Wilmington College, Wilmington, OH 45177, or
via email to: alumni@wilmington.edu. When reporting the death of an alumna/
us, please send a copy of the obituary, which should include the date of death.
If possible, include the names and class years of any survivors who attended
Wilmington College. Deadline for the next issue is April 1, 2019.

1973

After a 35-year career as a librarian at the Free
Library of Philadelphia, KAREN LIGHTNER
decided to retire. She served in the Rare Book
Department (16 years), curator of the Print &
Picture Collection (6 years) and head of the
Art Department (10 years). Because the Rare
Book Department has the largest collection
of Beatrix Potter’s (The Tale of Peter Rabbit,
etc.) original art, manuscripts & letters and first
editions, she became known as an authority
on the collection and has spoken about it and
other aspects of Beatrix Potter’s life and work
in the U.K. and U.S. Who would have ever
thought? Karen says, “In my retirement I am

planning to travel, see where I am as an artist/
photographer, and chill. I am in touch with
a number of classmates on Facebook, and
would love to hear from others. My e-mail is
Lightnerk@aol.com. I will probably keep living
in Philadelphia.”
ELIZABETH BROOKIE HASKINS, emeritus
assistant professor of music at WC, had her
composition, “Forever Changed,” performed
in New York by the Rochester-based choral
ensemble, Madrigalia. The five-part choral
setting was originally commissioned and
premiered by MUSE, Cincinnati’s Women’s
Choir in 2013.

DR. JAY HARRIS, PhD, would like to let his
fellow alums know that he continues to perform
jazz music in the USA, Canada, and Europe while
maintaining a teaching practice at his home base
in Portland, OR. He just received his first SS
check and is “both bemused and relieved to be so
old now!”

1984

ANNI WEST LAPRISE is now the librarian for
the London Correctional Institution in London,
OH, after spending the last 32 years working
as a children’s librarian or the school district
librarian in Michigan. Anni says, “I wanted to still
make a difference in lives of library patrons and
many librarian jobs have been lost in Michigan.
I also wanted to move back to Ohio after being
widowed upon the death of my partner, Dr. Minh
A. Luong, last October.”

1986

KAY CUMMINGS was inducted into the
Highland County Athletic Hall of Fame as a
standout basketball and softball player during
ceremonies held June 21. At the time of her
graduation in 1982 from Fairfield High School,
she was the basketball program’s all-time
leading scorer. Kay also played basketball and
softball at WC.
DAVID FLUKER, who was
promoted to head athletic trainer
in August at Xavier University,
addressed the Class of 2018
as the guest alumni speaker at
Senior Lunch. David described
how his time at WC resonates in his personal
and professional life.

1996

TRICIA PLUM HAWKE was inducted into
Jackson High School’s Wall of Fame. She was a
four-year letter-winner in basketball who went
on the play four years at WC. She has served for
22 years as Jackson’s certified athletic trainer.
In its third year, WC’s Bourbon Trail Experience Weekend, June 9 and 10, included a stop this year at the
Kentucky Derby Museum and lunch on Millionaires Row at Churchill Downs, where the group watched live
racing, as well as viewing the Belmont Stakes on TV, at which Justify won the Triple Crown. The bourbon
tour featured tours of Wild Turkey, Four Roses and Kentucky Artisan distilleries. Those attending included:
Brad Goodwin ’98, Erika Smith Goodwin, ’95, Kevin Green, Karen Knueven, Vince Knueven ’12, Donna Krzan
’80, Mike Krzan ’80, Carlina Mattos Prater ’12, Chris Prater, Carol McCoy, Kevin Wall ’13, Bekah Muchmore
’14, Don Muchmore ’73, Nancy Muchmore, Linda Olinger ’69, Steve Olinger ’69, Erin Reynolds ’15, Amber
Walters, Derek Walters, Mike Reynolds, Rhonda Reynolds, President Jim and Sue Reynolds and advancement
staff members Monica Ginney (director of alumni engagement) and Michelle Montgomery (event and travel
coordinator).
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DANA MILLER CASSIDY was promoted to
principal of Batesville (Ind.) Intermediate School
after serving as dean of students there for the
past year. She received her Master of Arts degree
in education from the University of Phoenix
in 2012 and previous taught fourth grade at
Oakdale School in Cincinnati and instructed
elementary grades for 15 years with South
Dearborn (Ind.) Community Schools. Dana and
her husband, Andrew, have three daughters.

Sharon Sims and Friends Scholarship Golf Outing draws 21 teams

Sharon Sims is flanked by former members of her golf team, from the left, Katie
Shreck Clingner ’08, Stacey Rice Dorman ’06, Angela Santel Copsy ’07 and
Amanda Wiesel ’08.

A score of 15 under par won Wilmington College’s sixth annual
Sharon Sims Alumni and Friends Scholarship Golf Outing Aug.
11 at Snow Hill Country Club, but the real winners are the students who will receive the Sims Scholarship.
WC President Jim Reynolds thanked participants and other
supporters of the annual benefit golf outing, saying it represented not only an enjoyable day on the golf course and chance for
reconnecting with friends and former classmates/ teammates,
but also a fundraiser for a student scholarship fund.
“Because of your generosity, we’ll be able to award two
Sharon Sims Scholarships this year,” he said, noting this marks
a special year for the event with the announcement that Sims
would be among the 2018 inductees into the College’s Athletic
Hall of Fame.
With a score of 55, the team comprised of Chris Cowman ‘15,
Matt Carey, Greg Wilkinson and Grant Woods won a tiebreaker
over the runner-up team of John Storrs ’14, Steven Evans, Josh
Newkirk and Joel Sims.

Athletic training alumni met in New Orleans in June for the National Athletic Training Association’s annual meeting. Pictured from the left are: Shane Wells ’95, Candice
LeFevre ’09, Sarah Jordan ’08, Mindy Smith ’97, Matt Wahrhaftig ’94 (vice president for advancement), Brian Hooker ’86, Robbie Oates ’12, Jen Walker ‘97, Dave Fluker
’86, Liz Delehanty ’13, Dr. John Turba, President Jim Reynolds, Erika Anderson ’09 and Wendy Drysdale ’86. Others attending were Brian McCord ’89, Nick Fite ’03, Alyss
Hart ’07, David Jacobs ’88, Jamie Kolb ’15,

Members of the Class of 1968 attending their 50th
reunion dinner included: FRONT ROW — Sylvia Bond
Henry, Bryanna Hemsley Peck, Jody Ballard, Diane
Kohler Ballard; BACK ROW — Gary Kersey, Tom
Berger, Tom Ellis, Rich Weidner and Rich Sidwell.
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2004

BRADLEY STATZER was inducted into the
Preble County Athletic Hall of Fame in May.
Brad earned 10 varsity letters while competing
in football, wrestling and baseball at TriCounty North High School. He still holds his
school’s record for 41 consecutive wrestling
wins. Brad wrestled four years at WC.
BENNY KREINER recently accepted a job with
Jeffrey S. Evans & Assoc. in October 2017 as
a general antiques specialist in transportation.

2008

SUZANNE BULSON PIKULA announced
that she graduated from Life University on
March 23, 2018, as a Doctor of Chiropractic.

The Cincinnati Alumni Chapter enjoyed a gathering May 22 at Tela Bar & Kitchen. Those attending included:
Lucinda Chandler ‘06, Heather Claspill ‘11, Sharron Colon (coordinator of the Cincinnati State Degree
Completion Program), Dan Detmer ‘85, Sue Detmer ‘87, Matthew Ellington ‘11, Monica Ginney (director of
alumni engagement), Marie Inanli ‘09, Gwen Lawhorn ‘16, Angela Lower ‘04, Jackie Quay ‘73, Tom Woodall

2018

SARAH HOLTSCLAW and TRAVIS
SCHEADLER shared the 2018 Robert E.
Lucas Leadership Award, which represents
the College’s highest honor with regard to
leadership and this year was given to two
graduating seniors who were respected by
the entire college community, have dynamic
and optimistic personalities and who made
a significant contribution to the campus

‘85, Sylvia Stevens (vice president for external programs), David Dickson ‘13, Mark Asbach ‘85, Bernie Matt,
Katie Rechenberg ‘04, Matt Wahrhaftig ’93 (vice president for advancement) and President Jim Reynolds.

MARRIAGES

2012

Members of the Cleveland Alumni Chapter met May 30 at the Bourbon Street Barrel Room, where those in

DAVID EVANS married Danielle Henry
April 28, 2018, in London, Ohio.

attendance included: Lynn Franks ‘97, Cathe Radabaugh ‘72, Chelsea Simpson ‘15, Tom Knapik ‘07, Rebecca
Miller ‘14, Jeremy Cubranich ‘01, Matt Wahrhaftig ’93 (vice president for advancement), Monica Ginney
(director of alumni engagement) and President Jim Reynolds.

DEATH NOTICES

1946

BILLY D. STEPHENS
Port William, OH

Jan. 12, 2018

1949

ROBERT E. CONKLIN
Fairborn, OH

July 11, 2018
The Dayton Alumni Chapter met May 24 at the Wandering Griffin, where those in attendance included: Jane Engle
‘72, Janet Frederick ‘67, Steve Frederick ‘67, Sue Pience ‘72, Connie Houston ‘72, Roy Perfect ‘57, Lew Cluxton
‘51, Dan Ludwick ‘97, Charlotte Cluxton ‘53, Kary Ellen Berger ‘08, Jason Berger ‘06, Matt Wahrhaftig ’93 (vice
president for advancement), Monica Ginney (director of alumni engagement) and President Jim and Sue Reynolds.
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1951

DAVID A. HARCUM
Reynoldsburg, OH Feb. 7, 2018
(See tribute on pg. 45)
RICHARD S. JOHNSTON
Blanchester, OH
Jan. 3, 2018

1955

WILLIAM McNULTY
Cincinnati, OH
Aug. 28, 2018
WILLARD H. MUMMA
Enon, OH
May 8, 2017

1958

JOHN R. BURTON
Johnstown, OH

July 6, 2018

LORETTA F. HOPPES GARRISON
London, OH
Feb. 14, 2018

MARY VELMA REED YOUNG
St. Petersburg, FL
Jan. 8, 2018

1960

WARREN FRAHLMAN
Kingwood, TX
Feb. 17, 2018

Dec. 2, 2017

BARBARA MASSEY HORSMAN
Vienna, OH
July 24, 2018

1961

ROBERT BUROKER
Dayton, OH
May 27, 2018
CAROLINE SPANG ROSSER
Decatur, GA
March 12, 2016

1962

ORVILLE LEE LOVETT
DeForest, WI
June 11, 2018

1964

Landon ’58, Jonathan Lemons ’14, Barry Whitcomb ’65, Charlotte Whitcomb ’65, Trudy Whitacre ’66, Matt Wahrhaftig ’93,
Edna Landon ’61 and David Parsons.

1959

DANIEL KESTER
Goldsboro, NC

Getting together at an alumni gathering in Greensboro, NC, were, from left to right around the table: Bonnie Parsons, Jim

FRANCES HARTMAN WILKIN
Cincinnati, OH
Aug. 20, 2018

1986

1965

JERRY FOSTER
Bellefontaine, OH

Jan. 2, 2018

MARY FOSTER
Bellefontaine, OH

PAMELA SOHRENSSEN GRANT
Altus, OK
April 7, 2018

1989

SHERRIE K. HARDING-AKENS
Virginia Beach, VA
July 4, 2018

1966

FRANK HOLMES
Melbourne, FL
March 8, 2018

THOMAS A. NANCE
Loveland, OH September 26, 2018

ROBERT THOMPSON
Yellow Springs, OH Dec. 23, 2017

1992

1968

MASAO MORITA
Covington, OH
March 19, 2013

1970

WILLIAM “WILL” MATTHEWS
Cincinnati, OH
March 1, 2018

1977

TAMARA WILSON ROLLINS
Wilmington, OH
Sept. 1, 2018

1998

ROBBIE D. KELLEY
Washington
Court House, OH July 10, 2018

April 20, 2018

GENE KNOX
St. Marys, OH

May 7, 2018

Former
faculty/staff

MARGARET JEAN MILLER, 94,
of Wilmington, who served as
an Alumni Office assistant in the
1990s, died Jan. 29, 2018.
PAMELA NICKELL, 73, adjunct
professor of education and field
placement director, from 2004 to
2009, died May 29, 2018.
ROBERT L. FREY, 79, Miamisburg,
OH, dean of the faculty from 1984
through 1991, died June 28, 2018

2005

AMY ROYSE FELTS
Monroe Township, OH April 2, 2018

JOHN R. BURTON, 83, education
faculty member and director of
field experience, from 1990 to
2003, died July 6. 2018. He was a
member of the Class of 1958.

2021

Faculty spouse

LAURYN GRIEWAHN
Adrian, Michigan April 22, 2018

1978

JEFF J. SNIDER
Grove City, OH

TAMMY DAVIS DOBBELS
New Carlisle, OH June 29, 2018

Unknown Class Year

Emeritus professor of education
Gloria Flaherty’s husband of
59 years, Maj. BARTOLOMEW
“BART” FLAHERTY, USAF, retired,
81, died April 24, 2018.
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Sports alumni return to campus
Cross country team alumni gathered for their annual run through
the ‘Arbo in late August. They are, from the left: FRONT ROW —
Anna (Foote) Wilkin ’12, Fontaine Graham ’11, Colleen (Foote)
Romeo ’12, Lillian (Bunn) Ellison ’11, Chelsea (Sites) Cummings
’13, Elise Bernhard ’13, Veronica Burnam ’15, Tricia Steffen
’16, Nina Veite ’16, Ed Bunn ’82; BACK ROW — Head Coach
Ron Combs ’93, Austin Stiles ’10 , Cameron Erwin ’18, Scott
Blubaugh ’15, Tony Goodrich ’14, Tyler Ahle ’15, Mike Chatfield
’92, Greg Lane ’88, David Warren ’10, Randy Frame ’07, Brik Anderson ’08, Robert Romeo ‘12 and Pierce Burnam ’18.

Men’s soccer team team alumni gathered for their annual match
and reunion in late August. They are, from the left: FRONT
ROW — John Pakozi ’86, Nick Baker ’17, Taylor Henderson ’16,
Alex Ruckman ’16, Evan Schlagetter ’14, Adam Combs ’15, J.T.
Pitstick ’08, Pablo Martinez ’17, Ramma Sharifi ’09, Steve Spirk
’82, Tim Muller ’90; BACK ROW — Nick Kinder ’10, head coach
Alex Van der Sluijs ’07, Ross Garber ’07, Markus Eriksson ’00,
Aaron Hunter ’06, Marty Ellis ’10, Andy Szucs ’01, Celeb Betz
’14, Daniel Givens ’10, Wesley King ’18, Dan Wicks ’14, Alec Rivers ’17, Anton Niklasson ’14, Jeff Graham ’14, Taylor Estes ’15, Darrin Romanski ’98 and former head coach
Bud Lewis (43 years). Not pictured but attending were Tim Cleary ’88 Joe Dirr ’86 and Dan Detmer ’85.

Women’s soccer alumni held their annual alumni game in late
August. Pictured from the left are: FRONT ROW — Ashley Garcia
’12, Bonnie Grace ’14, Rachel Gutowski ’14, Sammy Koerner
Rupert ’14, Camille Gentile Stuckey ‘15, Haley Brausch, Morgan
Combs ‘16, Erika Good ’17, Jenna Harrison Curcio ‘10, Erica
Sayler Ryan ’10; MIDDLE ROW — Assistant Coach Nick Kinder
’10, Brooke Lamb Wicks ’15, Kayla Falkenbach Reavis ’13,
Jennifer Marck ‘14, Brittany Beck ‘12, Erin Moore ‘12, Sammi
Miller ’14, Caroline Guindon ‘15, Taylor Scott ’17, Stephanie
Randolph ‘18, Casey McKinney ’09; BACK ROW — Assistant Coach Bob Desecker, Catherine “Kitty” Montgomery Clary ’85, Karen Permenter ‘88, Alison Rafter ‘87, Leanne
Stone ’87, Kelly Truce Miller ’87, Emilie Seiter ‘10, Cathy O’Neill ’85 and Coach Steve Spirk ’82.

Swimming alumni returned for their annual Homecoming swim. Pictured from the
left are: FRONT ROW — Savanna Burcham ’18, Victoria Burcham ‘14, Chelsea
Simpson ’15, Caroline Kruczynski ’15, Jordynn Wise ’16, Kerri Fortman Orszula
‘03, Adam Matheny ’01, Kathryn Spitznogle ‘17, Rachel Drake ’16, Kacie Otting
Jenkins ’09, John Ravestein ’06, Assistant Coach Paula Stewart ‘09; MIDDLE
ROW — Kassie Dyer Kanetzke ‘03, Samantha Glish ’18, Elyse Spraul ’17,
Rachel Routzong ’16, David Bellus ’18, Addie Roberts ‘15, Tiffany Van Brackel
Brumberg; BACK ROW — Coach Trip Breen, Cody Nash ’18, Erik Spraul ’17,
Andrew Stewart ’18, David Spraul ’17, David Hawk ’16, Mason Harris ’15, Ben
Ball ’18, Eric Balash ‘16, Kenny Holter ’10, Mitch Hopf ‘04 and Alex Tillapaugh
’18. Also attending were Brad Winterhalter ‘07, Emily Ashbacher Stotts ‘14, Rebecca Scherer Taylor ‘14, Melissa Perry ‘05, Ashley Dillon Mullen, Holly Massie Beard
‘05, Shelby Zornes ‘13, Hayley Zornes ‘18 Rachel Weitzel McCafferty ‘12 and Natalie Thobe ‘17.
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FRIEND AND MENTOR
Cliff Hardie was English Dept. mainstay
Randy Sarvis
Emeritus professor of English
Clifford L. Hardie, who taught English
at Wilmington College from 1960
through 1996, died March 3, 2018,
in Wilmington after a period of failing
health.
Hardie, 85, is survived by Connie,
his wife of 57 years, a son, William,
three grandchildren and a sister. Born
in Brooklyn, NY, he was a graduate of
Northwestern University and earned
his master’s degree from New York
University.
He authored seven books of poetry
while sharing his love for literature
with generations of WC students.
Among those students was Alan N.
Frankel ’65, who describes his former
professor as both a friend and mentor.
Frankel recalled coming to WC in
1961 as a pre-medical student and
having an English class with Hardie his
first semester.
“We quickly formed an attachment
— both from the East Coast, a love
of literature and creative writing, and
a sardonic sense of humor,” Frankel
said, noting Hardie was especially
supportive when he switched his major
to English.
“I took at least one course with
Cliff every semester at Wilmington
College and, in the process, I learned
how to read critically and to write and
speak effectively,” he said, adding the
lessons he learned from Hardie proved
“essential” in his successful business
career.
The two stayed in touch over the
years through letters and books, and Frankel took advantage
of opportunities to visit his mentor in Wilmington while in
town as a member of WC’s President’s Advisory Council and,
subsequently, the Board of Trustees.
Around 2010, Frankel established the annual Cliff Hardie
Essay Prize “to say ‘thanks’ in perpetuity to my friend
and mentor of half a century. May his name and spirit be
remembered for as long as there is a Wilmington College.”
Dr. Monte Anderson, professor of agriculture, recalls
being neighbors with the Hardies on Alumni Circle near the

campus, often joining Hardie on the brief walks to and from
the College.
“Cliff really cared about the development of young faculty
and encouraged us to become well read and scholars in our
fields,” Anderson said. “He would always ask on the walk
what I was reading in my field of expertise and also what
I was ‘recreationally reading.’ He really believed reading
should be part of recreation.
“I appreciate his advice and continue to read
‘recreationally’ every month and during the summer.”
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David and June Harcum are pictured in the late 2000s
during one of their frequent visits to campus.

INTERTWINED

David Harcum ’51 was closely linked to WC for parts of 8 decades
Randy Sarvis
Educator, businessman, innovator, provocateur, jolly joker,
wise counsel, generous donor. David A. Harcum wore all these
hats and many more as he engaged in his successful mission
to live a meaningful life.
He wore a button urging those around him to “Enjoy Life!
(The is not a dress rehearsal).” He passed out thousands of
them over the years, gently urging friends and strangers to
live their lives in the present and make a positive difference in
other’s lives.
Harcum, 89, died Feb. 7, 2018, after a period of failing
health. Survivors include June (Leppert) ’56, his College
sweetheart and wife of 64 years, their son and daughter, Joe
and Beth, along with grandchildren, nieces and nephews.
A native of Wilmington, he graduated from Wilmington
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College in 1951 with a business degree, later returning to
WC to earn an education degree in 1955. He received his
Master of Education from Miami University. His long career
in education included periods as an English teacher, coach,
principal and superintendent. Often viewed as a firebrand
pushing new ideas, many of those innovations are now
considered as standard practice in education.
Upon his retirement from education administration in 1984,
he and June traveled extensively while he and Joe built a
collection of classic cars in a company known as Past Perfect,
which provided a dazzling setting for entertaining and holding
fundraisers. Harcum later combined his insight into education
administration and those related contacts with his nose for
business in starting an agency affiliated with Nationwide

Cincinnati Branch and previously was a teacher at the school
Insurance that insured school districts.
where Harcum was the chief administrator.
Its success gave the Harcums even greater opportunities to
“At our first meeting when I introduced myself, he gave me
make a difference in the lives of others through philanthropy,
a message to our friend, but, to my dismay, she became quite
highlighted, among the many generous endeavors of support,
angry with me after I delivered the message,” Kelsen said.
by their establishment of a children’s advocacy center in
“When she calmed down, I learned that Dave had set me up.
Fairfield County known as Harcum House. Their philanthropic
His ‘precise’ message contained a reference to something that
efforts and social activism are chronicled in the 2016 book,
he knew would get her goat — and it did!
Nothing Is Inconsequential, by WC’s Mitchell Dorsten ’14.
“The next time I saw him, he just roared with laughter when
Perhaps it is more than coincidence that the colors of
I confronted him.”
Harcum’s “Enjoy Life” pin are Wilmington College green-andKelsen noted “Dave’s laughter” is but one of the things she
white.
will miss about him.
Among the legendary group of students who helped build
“He was a wise, compassionate man, and he filled up a
Marble Hall in 1948-50, he joined the Board of Trustees
room with his presence,” she added. “He and June have
in 1995. His effective leadership played a key role in the
always had a special place in my heart because of our love for
success of the $17 million fundraising campaign whose
our mutual friend, Elizabeth. Rest in peace, Dave.”
centerpiece was the construction of the Boyd Cultural Arts
Robert Touchton ’65, another trustee, described Harcum’s
Center.
service and generosity to Wilmington College as “second to
He was named the institution’s first life trustee, which
none” He cited Harcum’s long-time leadership of the Board’s
complements his Distinguished Alumni Award and Honorary
Advancement Committee.
Doctorate from WC.
“He was direct and forceful in his leadership, imploring all
The Harcums’ generosity to their alma mater is manifested
to give as much as they were able to the College because he
throughout the campus, highlighted by the Harcum Art
deeply believed in its mission,” Touchton said, noting he was
Gallery and their role in the renovation of the Simon
“a happy guy who lived his life to the fullest,” and encouraged
Goodman Memorial Carillon in 2006.
others to do the same.
Sidney Mishkin ’59, WC’s second designated Life Trustee,
He added that Harcum’s views were “well respected” by
fondly recalled their time together on the Board.
his fellow Board members, who always wanted to hear his
“David had a marvelous sense of humor and his love for the
opinion before a final decision was rendered on difficult
College knew no bounds,” he said, noting he could always
matters.
be counted on for “sage advice” based upon his considerable
“His counsel and friendship will be sorely missed.”
knowledge and experience as an educator and businessman.
“He was also a generous, tireless and successful fundraiser
for the College. We have lost
a good man and a good friend
of the College — and one
who has left a huge legacy of
achievement.”
Leslie Nichols, assistant
to the president, remembers
the impression Harcum made
upon her in his interaction
with her office.
“He was always so kind
and attentive, asking how
‘things’ were going and
offering supportive words,”
she said. “His patience
and ‘do-good’ principles
were ever-present, even in
our short chats. He was a
blessing to all.”
Iris Kelsen, retired vice
president for external
programs and dean of the
Cincinnati Branch, shared a
story in which they realized
the two shared a mutual
friend, the late Elizabeth
In this 1999 photo, David Harcum proudly stands next to the jewel in the crown of his and son Joe’s Past Perfect car
Ackley, who taught at the
collection, a 1928 Rolls Royce.
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HISTORY LIVES ON IN ANTIQUE DESK
Daniel Buckley establishes scholarship and gives barristers’ desk in
memory of his father
Randy Sarvis
was known throughout his career as “tough and honest” —
Words like reliable, steadfast, enduring, professional and
represented the late Meriam R. Hare, whose $3.5 million
endearing come to mind when remembering Wilmington Colestate gift established the Quaker Heritage Center at WC.
lege’s long-time legal counselor, Frederick J. Buckley. Similar
“My father was the quiet voice behind the scenes on a lot of
references can be used in describing the now 178-year-old
significant work involving the College.”
Scottish desk he used for many years while one of the area’s
Frederick Buckley, whose family lineage in Clinton County
most prominent attorneys-at-law.
goes back to 1813, enjoyed an almost lifelong association
His son, Daniel J. Buckley, is giving
with the College. As a child, he engaged in many Boy Scouts
the College this venerable antique desk
activities held on campus and his uncle was W.R. Pyle, the
upon his retirement from practicing law
much-revered, mathematics and physics professor at WC in
in December. The gift complements the
the mid-20th century. “Uncle Russell’s” influence undoubtendowed scholarship he and his wife, Ann
edly affected his nephew’s decision to become the first in his
Marie Tracey, recently funded in memory of
family to attend college.
his father. The College-managed Frederick
He was enrolled at WC for a year, joining Gamma Phi GamBuckley Scholarship was established to asma fraternity and serving as freshman class president, before
sist students interested in studying toward
Frederick Buckley
World War II interrupted his studies. He ultimately graduated
careers in law or a law-related field.
from the University of Michigan, where he also earned his law
“The College was very important to him. It was part of my
degree.
father’s childhood and professional life — and mine,” he said.
In recognition of his service to the institution — for both his
“This is my way of honoring my father through an institution
invaluable legal work and his term on its Board of Trustees
he deeply cared for. I believe Wilmington College is a place
(1980-86) — the College conferred upon him an honorary
where this historic desk will be appreciated and keep on giving as it has since 1840.”
Continued on Page 75
Indeed, the elder Buckley — “always interested in things
English and Scottish” — purchased
the desk in 1975 through a Cincinnati
antique dealer, who had the desk, which
was built with fine hardwoods in Scotland in 1840, shipped from Edinburgh.
The exquisite piece of furniture is known
as a partners’ or barristers’ desk in that
it features two complete sets of drawers
and leg space to accommodate two persons, often law partners, working closely
across from one another.
Before he retired, Frederick Buckley,
who died in 2012, gave the desk to his
son, also an attorney who has worked
on behalf of the College. In 2002, its
appraised value had increased more than
five-fold, Buckleys have used that desk
for parts of five decades, during which
time one or the other, or both, counseled
WC presidents Robert E. Lucas, Neil
Thorburn, Dan DiBiasio and Jim Reynolds.
“A lot of important Wilmington
College business was conducted at that
Daniel Buckley, a legal counselor and former adjunct faculty member in constitutional law for the College,
desk,” he said, noting his father — who
sits at his father’s desk.
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COLLEGE RECEIVES
FIRST BITCOIN GIFT
Bruce Neeld ‘94: ‘This is game-changing technology’

Randy Sarvis
Bruce A. Neeld has always been fascinated by cutting
edge technology so it should come as little surprise that the
scientist who perfected the self-adhesive postage stamp
would provide Wilmington College with its first gift in the
form of Bitcoin currency.
Neeld is a 1994 WC graduate who
serves as senior vice president for new
products with Circle Graphics Corp.,
Longmont, Colo. His work in the lab has
resulted in other such familiar products as
carbonless paper and dry-erase magnetic
paper. Circle Graphics is a leader in large
format digital printing.
His motivation for giving to his alma mater in such a manner was not only philanBruce Neeld
thropic, but also educational.
“I wanted to contribute to Wilmington College via Bitcoin
to help raise awareness and hopefully encourage others to
use this game-changing technology, and to provide WC with
a gift that, if they hold onto it, I believe will increase in value
significantly over the next five years,” Neeld said.
While Neeld’s Bitcoin gift came as a pleasant surprise,
it required the College to implement an infrastructure for

Continued from Page 74
Doctor of Laws degree in 2004, which was something his son
said was among his father’s most treasured accolades.
“My father had a childhood and professional history with
the College and he had both a personal and professional
loyalty to the institution,” he said. “He always recognized
the College’s importance to the community — educationally,
culturally and economically. It distinguishes Wilmington from
a lot of other county seat towns.”
Daniel Buckley considers himself as the desk’s steward,
rather than its owner, and Ann Marie and his siblings sup-

accepting such a contribution. This was readily accomplished
and WC proudly includes Bitcoin currency among the myriad
of modes available for supporting the institution.
Neeld explained his fascination with the crypocurrency,
which provides a distinct worldwide payment system that
works without a central bank or financial intermediary. He
first heard about it in 2012.
“As I learned about it, I was simply blown away,” he said.
“Not only is it the first application of triple entry bookkeeping, but it removes the need for a trusted intermediary — it’s
a trustless means of transferring value.”
Neeld explained the basis for Bitcoin is the “revolutionary”
blockchain technology.
“It looks like developing countries will bypass the traditional banking system and transactions can occur via cell
phones using cryptocurrency,” he added. “Imagine land titles,
your driver’s license, voting — anything that requires you to
trust a third party can be safely stored in the blockchain.”
Neeld said the top talents in many fields are focusing on
this technology for mass adaptation among merchants, vendors and even Wall Street. “It’s faster, better and cheaper
than the current systems — a perfect triad for mass adoption.”

port his decision to present it to the College. In December,
members of WC’s physical plant staff will make their way to
the 36th floor offices of Vorys Legal Counsel in downtown
Cincinnati to move this piece of history into President Jim
Reynolds’ office in College Hall.
There’s no word on whether a card, which Frederick Buckley kept in a left-hand drawer and passed on with the desk to
Daniel Buckley, will, in turn, be presented for Reynolds — the
desk’s new steward — to discover.
It reads: “I am at the mercy of any fool who can aggravate me.”
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SUMMER THEATRE SELLS OUT

MAMMA MIA!

“Dancing Queen” was just one of the ABBA hits in Wilmington College/Community Summer Theatre’s popular July production of Momma Mia! Before breaking into song
and dance, three old friends were reminiscing about their wild, younger days. Pictured from the left, is the trio of Gina Combs Beck ’91 (Rosie), Tricia Heys (Donna) and
Cherie Cooper-Darragh ’85 (Tanya), who have gathered on a Greek island for the wedding of Donna’s daughter.
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