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Meet the top scholars
at Tappan Zee HS

Tappan Zee High School has announced Jake
Laddis as Valedictorian and Nicole Malpeli as
Salutatorian of the Class of 2018.  Jake earned his
place at the top of his graduating class by excelling
in the most rigorous coursework available at TZHS.
He is described as an innovative problem-solver
with wide-ranging interests, but is particularly drawn
to politics and government. 

Over the course of his TZHS career, Laddis has
been involved with Model UN, TZ varsity soccer, the
robotics team and, as DECA member, has qualified
to compete in the International Career Development
Center Conference and Competition in Atlanta next
month. He is in the process of finalizing his post-
graduation plans.  “The multitude of opportunities
students are constantly being presented with open
doors,” reflects Laddis. “No matter what door you
choose, there’s always support to back you up.” 

Malpeli, a three-season varsity athlete, has thrived
both academically and athletically.  She is described
as having an outstanding work ethic and has
demonstrated strong leadership in the area of com-
munity service throughout her four years at TZHS.
Math and science are Malpeli’s favorite subjects and
she plans to major in biology at Duke University this
fall.  “I feel like there’s a really good sense of com-
munity at Tappan Zee and everyone is there for
each other,” she says. 

Jake Laddis and Nicole Malpeli, Valedictorian and Salutatorian
at Tappan Zee High School.

O&R seeks $24.7 million rate hikes:
Does the utility deserve to get it?
By Anne Phyllis Pinzow
STAFF WRITER

In January, in order to pay for a host of
improvements, refinements, changes and pro-
grams, Mike Donovan, spokesperson for
Orange and Rockland said, “O&R is seeking
an increase for electric delivery of $20.3 mil-
lion. The overall bill for a typical residential
electric customer using a monthly average of
600 kWh would increase an average of about
$6 per month, from $122.03 to $128.21.” 

For natural gas delivery, “O&R seeks an
increase in revenues of $4.5 million. The over-
all bill for a typical residential natural gas cus-
tomer using a monthly average of 100 Ccf
would increase an average of about $4 per
month, from $133.64 to $137.76.”

Donovan said, “The revenue increases to

fund both the electric and natural gas delivery
proposals in the company’s request were miti-
gated by the recently enacted federal tax code
changes that reduced O&R’s corporate income
tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent.

Lower tax rates will be reflected in bills
Our Town asked how much less (an amount,

not percentage) does O&R have to pay in taxes
under the tax code changes?

Donovan said, “For 2018, where the old tax
rate is still being charged at 35 percent, the
O&R cash tax savings is being deferred —-
plus interest —- and is being held for cus-
tomers. That is estimated to be approximately
$10.4 million for electric service and $4.6 mil-
lion for gas service. For 2019, where O&R
bills will reflect the new lower tax rate of 21
percent, O&R estimates that customers will

realize the benefit of paying approximately
$12 million less in taxes for electric service
and approximately $6 million less in taxes for
gas service. There would be no cash savings
for O&R in 2019 as there was in 2018 because
the new, lower tax rate is reflected on the 2019
O&R bill. 

“O&R will realize a tax savings under its
current energy delivery rates from January
2018, the time the new federal corporate tax
changes became effective, until January 2019
when new O&R energy delivery rates are due
to go into effect. O&R will defer the federal
corporate tax savings from that period as a cus-
tomer benefit. The NYSPSC is expected to
decide the amount, manner and timing of that
customer benefit’s return to customers.”

RATE HIKE: Page 8, please

By Suzanne Daycock
STAFF WRITER

Rockland County school boards
have cast their votes on new
spending plans for the 2018-19
school year. These budgets are
now in the hands of local taxpay-
ers, who will have the final say on
spending when polls open on May
15. The last day to register for this
year’s school budget vote with the
appropriate district clerk is
Thursday, May 10.

Under state law, school boards
must adopt a budget proposal and
provide the state with a mandatory
Property Tax Report Card in time
for local residents to review those
plans and seek answers to ques-
tions well in advance of the annu-
al, statewide school budget vote
each year. To facilitate that
process, local school districts are
required to schedule and hold a
public hearing, where residents
are invited to learn more about the
strategies that underscore each
plan and the dollars allocated to
achieve established goals.

All of the school spending pro-
posals reviewed and reported on
here conform to the tax levy
requirements adopted by state
lawmakers in 2011, meaning that
they remain within the cap estab-
lished for year-to-year increases in
their representative tax levies. As
a result, budgets only require the
support of a simple majority of
voters in order to pass.

Clarkstown Central SD
CCSD, which serves the largest

student population in Rockland
County, held a number of budget
workshops before adopting a pro-
posed $203,926,000 spending
plan for the 2018-19 school year.
The district plan represents a
budget-to-budget increase of only
1.8 percent. But when a proposed
$1.8-million “safety and security”
item is added to the bottom-line,
the total plan represents a 2.7 per-
cent increase over the
$198,643,605 budget that voters
approved for the 2017-18 school
year.

The precise details behind the
$1.8-million proposed for safety
and security have yet to be deter-
mined. The plan, however, is in
direct response to the concerns
raised by the rash of school vio-
lence that has occurred in recent
months.

During the discussion that
occurred prior to the adoption of a
2018-19 budget by the board dur-

School budgets 
await voters
on May 15
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Continued from Page 1
ing its regular meeting on April 17, the board did
agree that a portion of the $1.8-million plan
would include the addition of three school
resource officers to the three that are already
assigned to district buildings. That decision is
based on a review of the district’s safety
response plan, which assigns SRO coverage to a

number of zones that include all district build-
ings.

The objective of the new approach is to mini-
mize the time required for an SRO to respond to
an emergency that may occur in any of district
building. Under the proposed plan, school and
law enforcement officials estimated that an SRO
would be in place to respond to a building emer-
gency anywhere in the district in under two min-
utes.

The $1.8-million plan also includes the fund-
ing necessary to add a second district security
officer at each elementary building and to rein-
force the security team that is currently assigned
to Felix Festa Middle School. Cameras, a visitor
management system and other security strategies
are still under review.

Finally, the plan includes the funding neces-
sary to pursue strategies that are intended to mit-
igate factors that have been shown to result in
violence on school campuses. School officials
are working with principals and teachers to
develop specific recommendations for engaging

the personnel and
resources needed to
support the social and
emotional needs of stu-
dents.

In addition to solicit-
ing voter support for
the proposed 2018-19
school budget, the
Clarkstown school
board is requesting
permission to establish
a new capital reserve
fund to replace the one
that will sunset at the
end of the 2018-19
school year. No addi-
tional tax dollars will
be collected to fund
this reserve, which is
funded through budget
surpluses and other
cost saving measures.

A public hearing on
the 2018-19 budget is
scheduled to take place
on Thursday, May 3 at
8:00 p.m. in the
Chestnut Grove
Administration Center
according to the offi-
cial board calendar.

Nanuet Public Schools
The Nanuet Board of

Education adopted a
$73,216,050 budget for
the 2018-19 school
year during its regular
meeting on April 10.
The proposed spending
plan represents only a
1.73 percent increase
over the prior year’s
budget of $71,967,897
and an increase in the
district’s tax levy of 3.9
percent, which com-
plies with state tax cap
requirements.

The proposed budget
continues the progress
being made with
respect to an adopted
set of goals established
for the current school
year by the board.
Those goals include
system-wide improve-
ment strategies across
the grades that encour-
age students to explore
and discover their
interests through proj-
ects, clubs and activi-
ties in school, at the
Outdoor Education
Center and in the com-
munity.

Each district build-
ing will also continue
to prepare for re-
accreditation by the
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Tumble–Bee Gymnastics, cel-
ebrating 32 years in the coun-
ty, started in August of 1986

in Pearl River, New York, before
moving to New City and settling in
Nanuet, New York. Since that time,
they’ve provided countless children
with a positive gymnastic experi-
ence. Tumble Bee is more than just
tumbling. They offer an education in
gymnastics, fitness, and fun. 

Owner Cheryl Holm is quick to
c red i t
h e r
w o n -
derful
m a n -
a g e r s
w i t h
helping
her achieve Tumble –Bee’s main
goal. “Our goal is to have every
child succeed and feel better about
them selves and to have a positive
learning experience. I tribute
Tumble Bee’s success to my won-
derful, dedicated managers:
Belinda Gales, Jaclyn Hautau,
Marie Wood. They keep Tumble
Bee and our staff running like

clock work.”
“Our staff is warm, caring, and
trained to work with children ages 10
months  - 12 years old. Since 1995,
Tumble Bee has been the only gym
in the area to teach the nationally rec-
ognized Fun & Fit Gymnastics cur-
riculum, which has now been com-
bined with a new on line Smart
Moves Program. We offer classes 7
days a week and private birthday par-
ties on the weekends. Open Gym,

Saturday
N i g h t
Theme
Parties
through-
out the
s c h o o l
y e a r .

Drop N Shops, Clinics and Tumble
Bee Kids Clubs during holiday
breaks. Each week offers an exciting
new adventure with our lesson plans,
theme weeks and set-ups for the pre-
school programs. Tumble-Bee
Gymnastics is located at 401 Market
Street in Nanuet and can be reached
at  845 623-2553 or
tumble-beegymnastics.com

Cheryl Holm and her managers
Tumble–Bee Gymnastics

School budgets in, all meet tax cap,
ready for voters on May 15

Middle States Association
Commission on Elementary and
Secondary Schools while students
continue to develop digital portfo-
lios that reflect their progress and
interests. Security improvements
and building maintenance continue
to be pursued as part of the district
budget, mitigating the current need
for a bond or capital fund referen-
dum this budget season.

A public hearing on the 2018-19
budget is scheduled to take place on
Tuesday, May 1 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Media Center of Nanuet High
School.
Nyack Public Schools

The Nyack school board adopted
a 2018-19 spending plan totaling
$84,460,000 during its regular
meeting on April 11. The plan rep-
resents a 1.65 percent budget-to-
budget increase over the prior
year’s $83,090,000 budget and an
overall increase in the district’s tax
levy of 2.1 percent, which complies
with the state tax cap requirement.

The district’s 2018-19 spending
plan includes the resources neces-
sary to continue to enhance instruc-
tion using technology and by imple-

SCHOOL BUDGETS:
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Continued from Page 2
menting network improvements. Curricula,
which involve multi-year implementation plans,
reinforce reading, math and social studies objec-
tives in all grade levels, and science and engi-
neering outcomes at the middle and high school
levels.

Like CCSD, the Nyack school board’s plan for
the 2018-19 school year includes a $2-million
investment in security improvements. Unlike
CCSD, the district will seek permission from vot-
ers to use funds from the district’s 2015 capital
reserve to complete these projects as well as other
capital improvements that involve instructional
spaces like libraries, science labs and a new
approach to classroom design.

To fund the entire capital improvement plan,
the board is seeking permission to increase the
limit on its capital reserve fund from $10-million
to $15-million and to extend the sunset date of
that fund by two years. There will be no addi-
tional cost to taxpayers as these resources are
funded with money that is saved during the prior
year. A public hearing on the 2018-19 budget is
scheduled to take place on Tuesday, May 1 at
7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of Nyack High
School.

Pearl River School District
The Pearl River school board has adopted a

$68,078,176 spending plan for the 2018-19
school year that represents a year-to-year
increase of 3.3 percent over the current year’s
$65,880,252 plan. The overall tax levy will
increase by 2.2 percent if the budget is approved
by district residents, and it is currently estimated
that this increase will increase the residential tax
rate by approximately 3.9 percent pending the
town tax assessor’s delivery of a final report by
the end of July.

Several years ago, a grant allowed the Town of
Orangetown to provide
both the SOCSD and
Pearl River districts
with a school resource
officer. A single SRO is
currently subsidized by
town government, who
serves each district
half-time. Both districts
have stepped up this
year in their respective
budgets to provide the
funding needed,
together with current
town funding, to
engage a full-time SRO
in each district, which
is an investment of
approximately $50,000
on the part of each dis-
trict.

A public hearing on
the 2018-19 budget is
scheduled to take place
on Tuesday, May 1 at
7:00 p.m. in the district
administrative build-
ing, which is located at
135 West Crooked Hill
Road.

South Orangetown
Central School District

The SOCSD Board of Education adopted a
$91,817,017 budget for the 2018-19 school year
at its regular meeting on April 12. That budget
reflects a 3.2 percent budget-to-budget increase
over last year’s $88,966,619 plan and a 3.7 per-
cent tax levy increase, which comports with state
tax levy goals. As previously discussed with
respect to the Pearl River proposal, SOCSD’s
2018-19 budget includes $50,000 that, when
combined with support from the Town of
Orangetown, will allow the district to engage a
full-time school resource officer rather than the
part-time SRO that it currently shares with Pearl
River School District.

The tax levy increase remains within the cap as
a result of the rising consumer price index and
district-specific capital exclusions, which reflect
a year-over-year change in capital spending. The
levy increase does not include spending from
capital reserves or fund balance, which are not
part of the calculation.

In addition to the 2018-19 budget proposal, dis-
trict residents will be asked to vote on a proposi-
tion that will allow school officials to renew a
lease it currently holds with Dominican College
for use of the former Orangeburg Elementary
School. That proposition, if passed, will authorize
the Board of Education to enter into lease agree-
ments for up to 50 years in 10-year intervals.

Superintendent Dr. Robert Pritchard and
Administrator of Business Sandra Winkler pre-
sented the board’s adopted budget during a joint
meeting of the district’s elementary and middle
school PTAs on April 24. That session will be fol-
lowed by a public budget hearing on Thursday,
May 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the library of South
Orangetown Middle School. Community mem-
bers may ask questions regarding the both the
budget and Dominican lease proposition at that
meeting.
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Karen Ross receives 
Rockland Freedom Award

Story and photos
by Anne Phyllis Pinzow

Karen Ross, 59 of Nanuet, a Nanuet High
School graduate, was the sixth recipient of the
Rockland County Freedom Award for her out-
standing service to the nation. She was born in
Rockland County and retired as a chief petty
officer in the United States Navy after serving
for 20 years. 

From there she has worked for Child Care
Resources of Rockland a non-profit resource and
referral agency for families in Rockland County
that are looking for child care. She is currently
the Director of Family, Community and
Operations Services. Her child care advocacy
extends to working with other community organ-

izations, public school systems, and attending
events to promote the agencies services to the
community at large.

Ross also serves on the board of directors for
Parents Helping Parents, a local non-profit
organization committed to helping parents of
children with drug/alcohol abuse, emotional, and
other behavioral issues work through their prob-
lems.

Ross said when she graduated High School,
she felt college wasn’t for her and she wasn’t
sure what she wanted to do, so she joined the
Navy in 1977 and saw the world. She was sta-
tioned in California, London, England, Virginia,

Rockland County Executive Ed Day with Karen Ross. FREEDOM AWARD: Page 15, please



surveillance cameras in banks, many stores, gas
stations, in the malls and in government build-
ings, houses of worship and in the hallways of
some apartment houses.

Orangetown tries to regulate placement
While the proliferation continues, Orangetown

has been working on a law regulating the place-
ment of security cameras on utility and tele-
phone poles as follows, “No Non-Utility
Devices- Security Camera shall be erected,
maintained, installed or otherwise placed or kept
in place on any utility pole or in any public right-
of-way and easement areas unless said place-
ment and maintenance is at the written direction
of the Town of Orangetown Police Department
for public security purposes. 

Without such written direction from the Town
of Orangetown Police Department, anyone who
installed, places, maintains or otherwise causes
such security camera to be so placed shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor subject to imprisonment
or up to one year and a fine of not more than
$50,000.” The law does not extend to installation
of a security/surveillance camera on private
property and installed on a privately-owned
structure.  

County restricts drone intrusion
In 2015, with the fear of invasion of privacy,

among others, Rockland County passed the
“Ensuring Privacy from Drones Act,” a law pro-
hibiting the flying of drones anywhere except on
a person’s own private property, another person’s
private property with
the permission of an
owner of the property
and public property,
other than public parks,
only with the written
permission of the con-
trolling municipality or
agency. A public park
in Haverstraw and the
landfill in Clarkstown
have hosted drone
clubs for decades with
the towns’ permission.

Last year,
Clarkstown CPD
Captain Anthony
Ovchinnikoff, who has
since retired, spoke
briefly of the in-
process program, start-
ed in 2016, to use
drones with cameras
for police work. He
said he had read about
it in a magazine from
the New York State
Department of
Criminal Justice
Services. “I started
researching it and felt
it was something we
should pursue.”

The types of drones
Clarkstown has been
looking into are
equipped with a regu-
lar camera as well as
one with heat sensing

night vision capabilities which may only be used
in certain specific instances.

Drones no substitute
But drones won’t record a criminal in the act

of breaking the law such as what might be
recorded by a home owner’s or business’ securi-
ty/surveillance camera and those are the cameras
that the Clarkstown police want to know about.

Walker said that while most residences don’t
have surveillance camera, “what we’re seeing
more of is that little video doorbell camera,”
which starts recording whoever is standing by
the front door as soon as the doorbell button is
pressed.

Walker said in order to register, people can go
onto the Town of Clarkstown website, click on
the police shield which goes to the police web-
site. From there one can navigate to the surveil-
lance camera registration, a four-page online
form asking for an email address, street address
and hamlet, where the cameras are located, home
or business, phone number.

Image quality improves
Trying to identify anyone with an image from

many of the business surveillance cameras can
be difficult, but Walker said that these have
greatly improved in the past few years. “Just
look at your cell phone,” if it has a camera, and
compare what could be captured to images cap-
tured now. He said last month an image taken
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Perpetrators won’t smile on C’town candid cameras
By Anne Phyllis Pinzow
STAFF WRITER

Clarkstown has joined the
Rockland County Sheriff’s
Department compiling a surveil-
lance camera inventory owned by
any property owner, commercial or
residential who wishes to volunteer
their surveillance camera footage to
aid in the investigation of a crime.

Sheriff Lou Falco said knowing
where there are surveillance cam-
eras can save police officers time
during an investigation as they
don’t have to go from house to store
to office building to check if the
owner might have a surveillance
camera pointing in the direction of a
crime and if the owner would allow
the police to use the footage.

Sergeant Peter Walker who serves
as the police department’s public
information officer said that
Clarkstown is also in the process of
establishing a surveillance camera
registry. “So far we have 25 busi-
nesses and residents that have
signed up for the program. We’re
relatively happy with the responses
so far but clearly we would like to
get many more participants.” He

was thankful that a few media out-
lets were spreading the word about
the voluntary registry program.

Surveillance cameras are every-
where and there are few if any
restrictions concerning their place-
ment (except in New York, employ-
ers are prohibited from causing a
video recording to be made of
employees in a restroom, locker
room, or room designated by an
employer for employees to change
their clothes, unless authorized by
court order. Ref. N.Y. Labor Law
section 203-c(1)).

Quantity unknown
There is no way to tell how many

surveillance cameras are in
Clarkstown, though one report stat-
ed there were 70 on Main Street in
New City, but in New York City
there are 6,000 street cameras, two
thirds of them privately owned. In
public housing there are 7,000 cam-
eras and 4,313 cameras throughout
the New York City subway system
and it is possible to track a car
through the streets with traffic
cams.

In Rockland County, there are

Security cameras, also known as surveillance cameras, have proliferated in Clarkstown
and elsewhere in Rockland. While some citizens see them as an invasion of privacy,
Clarkstown police and the Rockland County Sheriff see their potential in deterring and fight-
ing crime.

CAMERAS: Page 20, please



to take its part in these areas:
• Care provision/ expansion
• Care integration
• Define the role of the local gov-

ernment unit/ government depart-
ments in these efforts

• Advocate for regulatory changes
(have local addiction treatment cen-
ters expand their admission criteria
to include patients who meet the
admission criteria but have been
denied by their insurance compa-
ny.)

• Expand service access
• Advocate for funding for special

populations needs.

Required for aid
Rockland County

Legislator Harriet
Cornell told Our Town
that the subcommittee
was also being given a
new life because, the
“Community Service
Board and a number of
other boards need to be
created and maintained
as a condition for eligi-
bility for state aid.
Additionally, because
they include experts
and local residents
with an interest in the
field, local wants and
needs have a platform
for expression and
redress.

Though at this writ-
ing, the subcommittee
had not yet met, mem-
ber and Rockland
County employee
Marion Breland said
she could talk about
the why and the what
of the group.

She said though dor-
mant for a long time,
the committee’s job
was to participate in
the county’s planning
process for behavioral
health since it 1986,
the first year the coun-
ty had a county execu-
tive. 

Breland said
Rockland County used
to have a unified serv-
ice enhanced state
funding formula along
with four other coun-

ties which meant “we’d get better
reimbursement from the State (New
York State Office of Mental Health)
because we had a local planning
process for what was then called
mental hygiene but refers to mental
health, chemical dependency and
intellectual developmental disabili-
ties. She said this was one of the
recommendations in the county
study, “because you want more
community input into the local
planning process. You want there to
be an integrated local planning
process.” She said providers should
not be sitting in a room deciding
what the public needs without ask-
ing the public.
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• Complete dental exam
• Full series dental x-rays
• Oral Cancer Exam
• Consultation with the dentist
• Report of Findings

(This $260 value is for new patients only)
Expires 6/25/18

Robert H. Guller, DMD & Associates

21 South Kinderkamack Rd., Montvale, NJ

Ask us about cosmetic dentistry
and implant dentistry.
It’s a risk-free way for you
to meet the dentists who have
helped over 10,000 patients.

• Insurance accepted and filed

• Evening & weekend hours

• Senior friendly staff

10% CASH BONUS
On all Gold & Silver Jewelry

we purchase from you
With this coupon. MAX VALUE $50.
LIMIT 1 BONUS PER CUSTOMER.

Not valid with other offers or prior purchases.

CLARKSTOWN COIN & JEWELRY • 845-623-7788

Celebrating our 45th year serving Rockland County!

115 So. Middletown Road, Nanuet
(opposite Normandy Village – adjacent to Macy’s)

845 - 623 -7788
www.coins-jewelry.com

Tues. Wed. Fri. 10-5:30 • Thurs. 10-7
Saturday 10am-3:30pm • Closed Sun. & Mon.

Precious Metal Dealer Licensed by Rockland Cty #M-00-1703

HIGHEST PRICES PAID for all coins & old gold jewelry!!

BUYING

DIAMONDS!

GIA trained

gemologist

on premises

County moves to close the gaps
in mental health care
By Anne Phyllis Pinzow
STAFF WRITER

The Rockland County Legislature last week
confirmed the appointment of nine individuals to
the Rockland County Community Services
Board Chemical Dependency Subcommittee: 

Judy Rosenthal of White Plains, Executive
Director of Fiscal & Program Operations at the
Rockland County District Attorney’s Office

Sheila Magee of Suffern, Interim Director of
Behavioral Health at Good Samaritan Hospital

Juliet Stiebeck of Orangeburg, CASAC
(Credentialed Alcoholism and Substance Abuse
Counselor), a substance abuse counselor in
Valley Cottage 

Ruth Bowles of Warwick, Executive Director
at Rockland County Addiction, Drug
Dependence

Peter T. Noonan of Nanuet, Accident
Reconstruction Consultant, retired Chief of
Police of the Clarkstown Police Department, 

Christina Murphy of Port Jervis, Director of
the Russel E. Blaisdell Addiction Treatment
Center

Aron Reiner of Spring Valley, Executive
Director at Bikur Cholim

Marion Breland of Nyack, Coordinator of
Behavioral Health Implementation County of
Rockland

Derwin Manigault of Pomona, Program
Director Samaritan DAYTOP Village Inc. 

The event went mostly unnoticed as it was a
reinvigoration of a group whose members had
dropped away as it had not met in decades, just
when the need for such a group was growing.

According to an October article in the Journal
of American Medical Association (JAMA) by
doctors Andrew Kolodny and Thomas R.
Frieden, “The United States is in the midst of the
worst drug addiction epidemic in its history.
Prescriptions for and deaths from opioids both
quadrupled between 1995 and 2010. By 2015, an
estimated 92 million individuals in the United
States were prescribed an opioid and there were
more than 33,000 deaths from an opioid-
involved overdose.”

Learning of this, President Donald Trump,
urged by the Commission on Combating Drug
Addiction and the Opioid Crisis declared this “a
national emergency under either the Public
Health Service Act or the Stafford Act.”

According to the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention the epidemic is only getting
worse. In New York the drug overdose mortality
rate in 1999 was 959. In 2016, in less than 20
years it jumped to 3,638, almost 400 percent.

In Rockland County, according to the New
York State Department of Health, Rockland
County’s death toll from opioid overdose rose
from 27 in 2015 to 37 deaths in 2016. 

County Executive Ed Day told Our Town,
“The scourge of opioid addiction and chemical
dependency is something that affects every com-
munity in Rockland County. I have been focused
on this issue since taking office and the appoint-
ment of our Chemical Dependency
Subcommittee is a step in the right direction to
combatting the current crisis. This subcommittee
will help ensure our residents have access to the
services and care that they need.”

It was in 2014 that Day tasked the Rockland
County Community Services Board to address
behavior health in Rockland County and in 2015
that the Rockland County Executive’s
Community Behavior Health Commission
Report was issued. 

It stated that since 2001, “Tremendous strain
was being placed on communities. With this also
came a widespread epidemic of chemical
dependence to prescription drugs and myriad
other substances, as well as a resurgence of hero-
in use.” 

Based on the report, the group’s mission has
become more vital than when it was created in
1983 along with several other subcommittees of
the Community Services Board; mental health,
developmental disabilities and alcoholism, or, at
the discretion of the local government, alco-
holism and substance abuse. “To improve the
lives of all residents of Rockland County, includ-
ing some of our most vulnerable citizens,”
specifically to the different subcommittees, to
inform the local planning process. 

The subcommittee’s job is to work with the
Rockland County Department of Mental Health

She said under the state agency there were
workgroups made up of providers and provider
groups, made up of people who work in the field.
“You are required as a provider to come, meet
with your colleagues monthly and the
Department of Mental Health and work out a
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THE President of the United States is
granted extraordinary power to pardon
those individuals convicted of federal

crimes – extending to otherwise clueless
turkeys whose only crime was being invited
to dinner at the White House.

In his brief term of office, President Trump
has issued three pardons, while holding out
the possibility of granting more as the
Mueller probe widens and deepens. The
three miscreants receiving pardons so far are
Joseph M. Arpaio, the proudly racist, anti-
immigrant sheriff from Arizona; Kristian
Mark Sauder, convicted of retaining classi-
fied security information; and,“Scooter”
Libby convicted of perjury and obstruction
of justice.  Trump has three more years in the
White House, so more turkeys may earn par-
dons.

The Libby pardon may provide some
measure of aid and comfort to those squirm-
ing under the Mueller probe, about to be
indicted or already pleading guilty. The par-
dons already granted may have had political
implications; those waiting in the wings will
definitely have them.

However, President Trump is being asked
to consider another, most unusual pardon, of
a man convicted May 13, 1913 on two
counts of violating the Mann Act, 36 Stat.
825 (1910), 18 U.S.C. § 2421. 

The Mann Act outlawed the manufactur-
ing, sale, and transportation of intoxicating
liquors and prohibited interstate and interna-
tional transportation of women for immoral
purposes. The Mann Act reflected growing
sentiment that government could improve
behavior by restricting it in terms of the nar-
row and puritanical mores of 105 years ago.
Revised twice, the Mann Act remains on the
books, and was used to prosecute such
prominent figures as Frank Lloyd Wright,
Charlie Chaplain and Chuck Berry.
Prohibition was in a sense a reincarnation of
that popular belief that legislators’ version of
morality could be enforced through law and
public policy.

IF President Trump grants the pardon, the act
will come much too late to benefit the man
who spent a year and a day in Leavenworth

and fined $1,000 after his conviction. John
Arthur “Jack” Johnson died in 1946 and is
buried in Graceland Cemetery, Chicago.
What makes the petition for pardon unique is
that Johnson stands in the boxing record
books as the first African-American to win
and hold the World Heavyweight

Championship.
Legal experts are convinced his trial and

conviction on Mann Act charges were con-
trived. His real crime, according to the par-
don petition, was challenging racial barriers
and taboos. He flaunted his success and his
defiance of bigotry. He lived by an ethos – “I
am not a slave,” “I act in my relations with
people of other races as if prejudice did not
exist.” That attitude, expressed by a black
man, stoked the fears and prejudices of many
Americans in the early 20th century. Also
inflaming racial fears and prejudices was the
fact that Johnson was married four times –all
his wives were white.

IN That period, black athletes did not com-
pete against whites, especially in boxing,
which was an extremely popular sport. The

idea that a black fighter could win against a
white opponent threatened deeply held racial
prejudices and stereotypes. It also aroused
fears that African-Americans would gloat
over such a victory and feel empowered. 

Johnson won his world title in Australia
against Canadian Tommy Burns.

Johnson was born in Galveston, Texas in
1878, where still a teenager; he earned
respect as a disciplined and determined fight-
er. The Texas legislature attempted to redress

the injustice meted out to Johnson. On April
2, 2001, the Texas State Senate passed
Resolution No. 620 declaring that the prose-
cution and conviction of Jack Johnson had
resulted from a “contrived charge” and was a
product of the political and racial tensions of
his time. The Texas House of
Representatives adopted a similar resolution,
and March 31, 2001 was declared Jack
Johnson Day in the State of Texas. 

Adding legitimacy and urgency to this
posthumous pardon petition is the reality that
racial laws were not unusual in the various
states. 

The Oregon black exclusion laws were
attempts to prevent black people from set-
tling within the borders of the settlement and
eventual state of Oregon. The first such law
took effect in 1844, when the Provisional
Government of Oregon voted to exclude all
black settlers from Oregon’s borders. The
law authorized a punishment for any black
settler remaining in the territory to be
whipped with “not less than 20 nor more
than 39 stripes” for every six months they
remained. Additional laws aimed at African
Americans entering Oregon were ratified in
1849 and 1857. The last of these laws was
repealed in 1926.

A racist law upheld by the U.S. Supreme
Court was the Withdraw Car Act was passed
by the Louisiana State Legislature in 1890
which required “equal, but separate” train car
accommodations for blacks and whites. An
unsuccessful challenge to this law culminat-
ed in an 1896 United States Supreme Court
decision, Plessey v. Ferguson, which upheld
the constitutionality of state laws requiring
racial segregation. Homer Plessey, born a
free man, was a mixed-race resident of New
Orleans. In that state’s racial hierarchy he
was classified as “colored,” so when he
bought a ticket on the East Louisiana
Railroad and boarded the “white” car, he was
ordered to leave. He was arrested when he
refused. The incident was contrived in order
to test the law; the Supreme Court decision
upholding it stands as one of the worst in the
court’s history.

AN entire body of laws, aimed at segre-
gating African-Americans and other
racial minorities, suppressing their civil

rights and perpetuating their status as sec-

ond-class citizens served as a model for
Hitler’s racial laws in the 1930s. It was codi-
fied racism. A delegation of German lawyers
sailed to the U.S. on a study tour and was
particularly impressed by U.S. legislation,
which went beyond segregation to include
rules governing American Indians, citizen-
ship criteria for Filipinos and Puerto Ricans
as well as African Americans, immigration
regulations, and prohibitions against misce-
genation in some 30 states. An article in the
Atlantic by Irving Katznelson, November
2017, observed, “no other country, not even
South Africa, possessed a comparably devel-
oped set of relevant laws.”

The Supreme Court evinced a change of
heart and policy in the 1967 Loving versus
Virginia case. Mildred Loving, a mixed-race
woman and Richard Loving, a white man,
had been each sentenced to a year in prison
for violating the state’s “Racial Integrity Act
of 1924,” which prohibited the marriage of
anyone designated as “colored” to anyone
designated as “white.” The unanimous deci-
sion effectively ended miscegenation laws in
the United States. June 12, the day the deci-
sion was handed down, is celebrated as
Loving Day.

AS hard as he fought for racial equality, it
was Jim Crow that killed Johnson, just
as institutionalized racism killed many

African-Americans.  Angrily racing from a
diner that would not serve him in North
Carolina, he was involved in a car crash June
10, 1946 on US 1. There was a segregated
hospital nearby in Franklinton, but Johnson
was taken instead to the only hospital that
would admit African-Americans, in Raleigh,
some distance away. He died at age 68.

Several administrations considered a par-
don for Johnson, including George W. Bush
and Barack Obama but took no action. In a
Tweet (what else?) President Trump, at the
urging of Sylvester Stallone, says he is con-
sidering granting a full pardon. This posthu-
mous pardon cannot rectify the injustices of
history, anymore than removing or relocating
statues can erase wrongful actions of the
past, taken in the context of a different epoch
and milieu. Both, however, can serve as acts
of explanation, interpretation, contrition and
recognition, all of which would be meaning-
ful, instructive and highly  appropriate. ❏
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Our Town welcomes submissions for our
Opinion pages. Please mail, fax or email your
letter or comment. Submissions reflect the
opinions of the writers and do not necessarily
reflect those of this newspaper.
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Cooperative Extension:
Relevant and ready

Thanking a veteran
To the editor:

The members of American Legion Post #329
would like to thank the Rockland County AOH and
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for recog-
nizing and honoring all the Korean War Veterans
and for choosing Francis Duffy, retired USMC and
Iwo Jima survivor,  as Parade Commander for the
2018 Rockland County St. Patrick’s Day Parade. 

It is extremely important to honor all veterans,
especially war time veterans, for their sacrifices to
ensure our freedom. 

It is equally important to bestow this gratitude
towards these veterans in a manner such as a parade,
where many of our community children are watch-
ing.  It is imperative that our community and our
children are reminded of what these men and
women have done, and continue to do today.  Thank
you and God Bless America.  

Thomas Lynch, Commander, American Legion
Post #329

Daniel Davin, Adjutant,
American Legion Post #329

Letters
are
welcome

• All letters must signed
with a verifiable name,
address and telephone num-
ber.

• We only print the writer’s
name and town.

• Writers state their own
opinions which are not nec-
essarily those of this news-
paper.

Email to:
news@ourtownnews.com

Francis Duffy, St. Patrick’s Parade Commander

To the editor:
All of us at Extension were thrilled to see an

entire page devoted to recognition of our one
hundred  year anniversary in your April 18 edi-
tion. Thank you for your comprehensive edito-
rial and clever  cartoon. 

It was a visionary idea a hundred years ago
to develop the link between the land grant col-
lege system and residents. That was especially
significant when so few had the wherewithal
to attend college. 

The link remains important today, given the
speed at which technology continues to trans-
form our lives. Fortunately for us in New York
State, this concept was strengthened by creat-
ing associations in every county, making it
easier to reach residents. 

We invite your readers to visit our website
(www.rocklandcce.org) to see our continually
changing programs and events. There they can
read about our “Small Steps, Big Benefits”
environmental morning to be held on June 9 at
Casey Hall at Dominican College. This event
will help residents make their own environ-
ment more sustainable, save a little money and
reduce their carbon footprint.

Again, our sincere appreciation for helping
to spread the word about CCE Rockland.

Suzanne Barclay
Executive Director

Cornell Cooperative Extension

Continued from Page 5
local services plan together, look at gaps in servic-
es, bring any ideas for new programs or if a pro-
gram’s closing you’re supposed to evaluate the
needs and whether or not that’s an okay thing. You
come together to discuss everything that’s related
to that field as providers.” She said this has been
going on since it was initiated.

But subcommittees of the workgroups were sup-
posed to take a bunch of providers, mixed with
consumers, people who are family members of
those affected by whatever the issue is and mem-
bers of the public who are interested. This mix of
people, Breland said, was supposed to be advisory
to the Community Services Board.

“The Community Services Board takes all three
of those behavioral health areas and takes con-
sumers, providers and interested members of the
public that represent all three to make decisions
about the overall behavioral health needs in
Rockland County.”

Breland said that before there was an executive
form of government in Rockland County, the
Community Services Board was policy making.
The board would make decisions and the county
legislature would approve (or disapprove) those
decisions about funding, about the budgets of the
department of mental health, about programs clos-
ing, opening, they would develop and approve a
local service plan every single year.

“Once we had an executive form of government,
the Community Services Board became advisory
to the county executive and that’s the role of the
Community Services Board today.”

She said for the last 20 years or more the role of
that local input has gotten smaller and smaller,
especially the input from the public, “was not what
it could be and not what it should be.”

She said for a while the Community Services
Board was only meeting quarterly and, in some
cases, the Chemical Dependency subcommittee
didn’t meet at all. In some cases, workgroups and
subcommittees were combined.

“That might sound okay in theory but the fact is
you have a workgroup that meets 9 or 9:30 in the
morning on a weekday morning, most members of
the public aren’t available then.” She said that
eliminated the ability for parents with children in
need to have the opportunity to take part in the
process. This was another reason that the partici-
pation of the public dwindled. 

Breland said, with a plan a mission to include
more public input and public participation in plan-
ning, “I think that’s why the subcommittees are
being revitalized.”

She said Chemical Dependency Subcommittee
won’t be meeting at 9 in the morning. “We’re
going to take the mission seriously of getting com-
munity input. That’s what you want, that’s the
point of it.”

MENTAL HEALTH GAPS:

Special Education Boy Scouts got some
hands-on experience with horses at  Silver
Rock Farm where  owner Laura Mason
gathered  volunteers that included a scout
working on his  Eagle  project and anoth-
er teenager working on her bat mitzvah
project and who came out to help assisted
by some hard-working stable employees.

The scouts included Joseph, Jacob,
James, Steven, and Evan, Scout leader
Emily Stuercke and about 4-five other
BOCES/ Kaplan teachers and staff who
helped the scouts work on their horseman-
ship badge.  Mason led the boys to the tack
room to gather supplies, she taught them
all how they clean hooves with a hoof
pick, and how they brush horses clean.
Then they learned how to put the pads and
English saddle and gently attach a girth so
that Candy the horse would like it, then
put reins on the horse, and how to hold the
reins (as  you would hold an ice cream
cone!).  Then each Scout learned how to
get on the horse on the left hand side, they
rode around the ring, and learned to dis-
mount on the left hand side. After the ride,
everybody toured the barn  and met all the
horses.  

RIGHT:  Laura Mason  demonstrates
horse reins to Joseph.

BELOW: Everyone prepares for their
chance to mount and ride.

Some special
training
in horsemanship



Continued from Page 1
Richard Berkley of the New York Utility
Project, a not-for-profit law firm advocating
for people on low and fixed incomes said that
Governor Andrew Cuomo announced in
January that companies are being required to
return their tax savings to the rate payer.

Our Town: What form is the customer
benefit that O&R will defer when the feder-
al corporate tax savings goes into effect.

Donovan: The new tax rate is in effect
now but O&R is still collecting under the old
rate until the end of O&R’s rate year on Dec.
31, 2018. Then, O&R will collect the taxes
under the new rate. O&R is deferring the tax
savings in cash for 2018 to an interest-bear-
ing account. It will remain there until the
NYSPSC decides how, when and in what
form the benefit will be returned to cus-

tomers. The money goes to the customers. 
“Although today’s filings are for one-year

rate agreements for both electric and natural
gas delivery service, O&R is open to explore
multi-year rate plans in discussion with the
NYSPSC’s Department of Public Service
staff and other stakeholders. Multi-year rate
plans benefit customers by providing certain-
ty about the level of the company’s delivery
rates over a number of years.”

Corporate tax windfall
Berkley said, “Washington created a tax

cut that was an enormous windfall for corpo-
rate America.” He said private corporations
put a lot of money into the pockets of their
executives as a result of the tax cut. But util-
ities, when they pay their corporate taxes,
they’re doing it with ratepayer money so

when the tax rate was reduced they
had to lower the amount of money
they’re asking for from their cus-
tomers. “Orange and Rockland has
already done that. The lowered the
increase by the amount of taxes they
had to pay to the feds.”

Berkley said there is another part of
the tax issue and that is the amount of
money that utilities collect from
ratepayers on capital items (such as
trucks, infrastructure) which are used
to earn income. The utility amortizes
the equipment and saves the money
collected for future taxes over the
amortized life. “Bottom line is they
are just short the $5 billion in what is
called deferred taxes…The wait for
the future taxes has been reduced in
the same way that their effective tax
rate now.”

PSC considers issue
There is a proceeding before the

PSC now (17M0815) which will
determine how, how much and how

quickly the utilities will return that money
back to the ratepayers. Berkley said, “it is
entirely likely that the money will come back
to the ratepayers as a sur-credit.” which is
essentially similar to the property tax checks
people get when the municipality tax levy
increase is under the declared tax levy cap.

Revises low-income assistance
Also featured in O&R’s rate proposal is a

revised low-income assistance program. The
New Bill Discount Program aligns with
statewide mandates that electric and gas util-
ity companies provide low-income bill dis-
counts. Those discounts are designed to
achieve a target energy burden (i.e., the per-
centage of a household’s income that is spent
on energy) of six percent of monthly low-
income household income. To achieve that
goal, O&R’s rate proposal includes funding
for low-income credits of approximately
$9.9 million for electric and $3.6 million for
natural gas.

“The New Bill Discount program became
effective on January 1, 2018, about the same
time as the start of the 2017-2018 Home
Energy Assistance Program (“HEAP”) sea-
son. All customers currently receiving HEAP
assistance to pay their bills for their Orange
and Rockland electric and/or gas services, or
other fuel services (e.g., oil, propane, or
wood), are now eligible for the New Bill
Discount Program and will be enrolled by
the company in the same manner customers
customarily have been enrolled.

For customers with more profound bill-
payment issues, O&R’s Neighbor Fund pro-
vides critical home-heating assistance for
those O&R customers who find themselves
unable to pay their home heating fuel bills
because of emergency financial conditions.

The Neighbor Fund provides a one-time
grant for electric customers of $250 and for
heating fuel customers of $250. 

Grants from The Neighbor Fund are

awarded to pay for home energy costs no
matter what type of fuel is used —-electrici-
ty, oil, natural gas, propane, wood or coal.
The grant money does not have to be repaid,
and there are no age limits or income guide-
lines to be met.

To qualify for The Neighbor Fund grant,
individuals must have an account with O&R
and must already exhaust all governmental
resources available for financial assistance.
They must also provide supporting docu-
mentation of emergency/crisis circumstances
(medical bills, unemployment notification,
etc.)

The Salvation Army administers The
Neighbor Fund program, evaluates Neighbor
Fund applications and makes the grants.

Our Town asked how much money and to
how many qualified ratepayers was assis-
tance given in 2016 and 2017.

Donovan said in 2016, $21,650.71 was
granted to 61 customers and in 2017
$5,895.41 was granted to 18 customers.

Berkley commenting on low-income pro-
grams said that having customers continue to
pay their bills any company avoids accruing
large uncollectible debts that the company
has to write off which leads to increased
charges for all ratepayers.

Increases dedicated to improvements
The proposed increases compare in size to

the amount of improvements needed in the
power infrastructure considering the deaths,
the destruction and the weeks without power
in the last few years due to electric poles
dropping like pick-up sticks from high winds
and wacky weather. Residents would proba-
bly not be surprised to learn that the major
portion of the United States power grid espe-
cially the part in New York, transmitting
what drives our electric civilization, is more
than 100 years old. Many of the pipes that
carry natural gas in the United States are
older. 

Meanwhile, the stresses that have been put
on that power grid have increased at the same
rate as the need for electricity and natural
gas, the latter accounting for 30% of energy
in the U.S. 

Our Town asked Donovan, a series of
questions which were also asked of Berkley.
Some questions were answered by both,
some only answered by one.

The first question had to do with where the
increase is going.

Berkley said, that there is very little differ-
ence between the energy grid in 2010 and the
energy grid when it was first created,” about
100 years ago. He said that the grid, by and
large, operates the same way now as then.

Donovan said, “O&R’s request reflects the
fundamental transformation electric and gas
energy companies, particularly in New York
State, are undergoing to build a cleaner, more
resilient and affordable grid. The era of the
power grid with centralized generation and
one-way electric flow is transitioning to a
more complex, interactive electric grid.” 

Berkley said, “On a statewide basis there
has been an administrative proceeding of the
Public Service Commission called,
‘Reforming the Energy Vision.’ It’s in its
third and a half year.” He said every utility
has been encouraged… to reimagine and
reorganize the way that it does its distribution
of energy. He said the goal is to create what
energy companies call the ‘transactive grid.’

What it does is allow electricity to flow
both ways, from a centralized power plant to
the consumers and from other sources of
electricity (solar panels, micro hydro, wind,
methane digesters, geothermal, gas genera-
tor, battery) back to the electric company
thus providing more electricity, at a theoreti-
cal lower price, through the electric grid.
This is also going to change the way billing
as well as auditing of electric usage is done.

“What Orange and Rockland is saying is
that the state is requiring us to change the
way we do business and that’s going to cost
us more money,” said Berkley. “While it’s
entirely possible in some point in the future
that the changes that are being required of all
of the utilities (Con Edison, the owner of
O&R is in the lead of the world of making
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Our Friendly organization supports
many veterans’ causes and offers a

great facility for socializing & fundraising.

Calling All
Military Veterans!

Please consider visiting the
Pearl River

American Legion
Post 329.

World News Every Hour
On The Hour

Local Weather at
15 and 45 of every hour

MONDAY– FRIDAY
The Morning Show
with Steve & Jeff

6-10am

Steve Possell and
Jeff Lewis

and their many guests
keep Rockland up to
speed on all fronts.

Catch up on the leading
political and social
issues impacting

your neighborhood’s
quality of life.

News, traffic and weather
at the top of each hour
sets the day off with all
you need to know to get 
to where you’re headed.

AM 1700
& wrcr.com

845-362-0013

Our Town
11th Annual Pet Special

To advertise call: 845-735-1342
email: ads@ourtownnews.com

Online With Just 1 Click… And Still In Print.. 
Your Best Source for Over 45 Years.

May 23rd

Let Our Readers Know Who & Where You Are!
Are you a...

Groomer • Pet Sitter • Pet Walker • Veterinarian
Animal Hospital • Animal Kennel • Animal Photographer

Pet Store –Supplies, Food, Health Products?

O&R seeks rate hike; federal tax cut may benefit ratepayers

RATE HIKE: Page 14, please



If you’ve eaten out recently, you’ve
probably noticed the menus feature locally
sourced ingredients. The farm-to-table
movement continues to flourish at restau-
rants throughout the country.

In fact, rather than the exception, it’s
become the expectation. According to the
National Restaurant Association, farm-to-
table is quickly becoming the new norm.
Diners are so attracted to the freshest fare
possible, it’s inspiring some restaurants to
start their own gardens, on a rooftop, ter-
race or simple outdoor plot. Hyper-local
culinary concepts like these represent the
top trend on the annual “2018 Culinary
Forecast” report.

You can take a cue from this hot trend by
starting your own farm-to-table concept
garden at home. Just imagine plucking
ruby red tomatoes and rich green basil
straight from your garden to make a farm-
fresh, scrumptious caprese salad without
ever leaving home. An at-home take on the
farm-to-table trend can easily be translated
to a convenient “garden-to-table” concept
in your own backyard. Growing your own
at home will elevate your cooking and
you’ll feel good about being able to pro-
duce your own food while lowering your
grocery bill (and certainly save by not din-
ing out as much).

No matter the size of your garden space,
you can grow fresh foods that are readily
available right at your fingertips, even if
you just have a small patio or balcony.

What’s more, some of the most popular
produce to eat is also easy to grow.

Here are some easy-to-grow, space-sav-
ing suggestions to encourage a garden-to-
table trend at home.

Caged tomatoes 
Whether you choose big, juicy slicers or

sweet cherry-sized snackers, caged toma-
toes are easy to grow and offer endless
cooking opportunities. Determinate vari-
eties of tomatoes are container favorites
because the vines are relatively compact
yet bear a productive harvest. Or create
your own container garden using tomato
varieties especially bred for small spaces.

Caged peppers 
Try popular and versatile Green Bell, a

heavy yielder of large fruits and a good all-
round pepper for slicing and stuffing. Or,
spice up your recipes with jalape√±o chile
peppers, which yield a bountiful harvest.

Strawberries in hanging baskets
Sweet, juicy strawberries add loads of

flavor to salads, dressings, drinks and
desserts. Think you need a plot to grow a
productive strawberry patch? Think again.
Maximize space with Bonnie Plants’
strawberries in hanging bas-
kets, which are everbearing
and produce cascades of
berries throughout the grow-
ing season.
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Sprinkler Turn On
SPECIAL
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FREE
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$250
OFF
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Farm to table-try homegrown

John Cardinal D’Alton Division 3 of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians held its annual
Communion Breakfast at the Church of St.
Margaret in Pearl River on Sunday, April 22.  

Ten student scholarship winners were
honored by the pastor, Rev. Eric P. Raaser
at the mass. Following, the honorees were
presented their awards at the breakfast held
at Hibernian House. To be awarded a schol-
arship the applicants were reviewed on their
academic community and Irish cultural activ-
ities along with their performance on a com-
petitive examination on Irish history.

Front Row (l-r): Dermot Moore, Div. 3 AOH
President, students Ciaran Green, Elizabeth
Gilbride, Olivia Toal and John McGowan,
Rockland County AOH President.

Back Row (l-r): Committee persons, Eddie
O’Dea and Neil Cosgrove, students
Christina Henehan, Sean O’Neil, Noel
Heffernan, Martin Duffy, Patrick Sammon 

Not in photograph Daniel Peterson and
Kieran Scanlon).

Photo by  Bob Reers

AOH scholarships
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FOOD • GAMES • RIDES • DJ

Piermont Historical Society and
a scholarship fund at Pearl River High School

In Honor of
Peter G. Bohan

Sponsored by

The Dennis P. McHugh Foundation
Established to honor

FF Dennis P. McHugh, FDNY

5K Run/Walk and Family Fair
14th Annual

■ 9:30am - 5K Run/Walk
■ 10:30am - Pee-Wee Run
■ 11am-3pm - Family Fair

Register Online at ACTIVE.COM or by mail with a check to:

The Dennis P. McHugh Foundation
PO Box 302  •  Sparkill, New York 10976

This Year’s Event Will Raise Funds for

Chronotrack
timing system

using the B-Tag

50/50 RAFFLE
$10 per ticket/$20 for three tickets

All proceeds from the 50/50 raffle will go to the Cunningham family to help cover
medical expenses for their daughter’s rehabilitation after she suffered an AVM rupture
in her brain. It is a miracle that Cottage Lane third-grader Keira (Kiki) survived the
emergency brain surgery. She is now at the traumatic brain injury unit at a children’s
rehab hospital. She is a fighter and continues to improve every day. #kikistrong

WINNER WILL BE ANNOUNCED ON APRIL 28TH
“Winner need not be present”

www.dennispmchugh.org 

SATURDAY, APRIL 28, 2018 ✮ Rain or Shine

Flywheel Park, Piermont, NY

To advertise call 845-735-1342
email: ads@ourtownnews.com

OurTown

Online With Just 1 Click… And Still In Print... 
Your Best Source for Over 45 Years.

is coming to “Your Town” in 2018

Special Sections
Norwood ~ May 2
New City ~ May 9
Nanuet ~ June 6
Blauvelt ~ June13
Valley Cottage & Congers ~ Sept 5
Pearl River ~ Sept 26
Orangeburg ~ Oct 24
Clarkstown ~ Nov 14
Nyack ~ Nov 21
Piermont ~ Nov 28
Sparkill ~ Dec 5
Pearl River ~ Dec 12

America built railroads; railroads built Piermont
By Suzanne Daycock
STAFF WRITER

An honest assessment of history must
conclude that mankind’s most impres-
sive accomplishments frequently come
at whims of fate. For example, was it the
superior intellect of Sir Isaac Newton
that caused him to choose the shade of
an apple tree ripe with fruit as a resting
place or the navigational prowess of
Christopher Columbus that caused him
to stumble upon a speck in the vast
emptiness of the Caribbean Sea?

Mrs. Henry I. Pierson was the newly-
minted daughter-in-law of wealthy
Ramapo industrialist Jeremiah Pierson
and sister-in-law to Piermont’s Eleazer
Lord when she arrived in Charleston,
South Carolina on her wedding trip. The

city was buzzing with excitement as the
couple took possession of a hotel wed-
ding suite and the Piersons would soon
learn why. 

A steam locomotive was scheduled to
make its first trip from Charleston to
Hamburg on January 15, 1831. It would
mark the first time that a steam locomo-
tive hauling passengers would travel
from one city to another in the Western
Hemisphere and the new Mrs. Pierson
was determined to be on it.

“The first bride who ever made a hon-
eymoon trip on a railroad in America
did more by that act to expedite the
building of the world’s first [railroad]
trunk line than the ablest statesmen,
engineers and financiers of the Empire
State,” remarked Charles Frederick

Carter in his 1909 treatise, When
Railroads Were New.

“Indeed, it is within bounds to go
much further than this and say that the
inspiration drawn from this bride’s
delight over a novel ride pushed the
hands of progress ahead ten years on the
dial of history.”

It had been nearly two decades since
England’s George Stephenson – a for-
mer cow-herder educated as an adult in
night school – had designed and built
the world’s first steam-driven locomo-
tive. He had tested the new contraption
for the first time on July 25, 1814 on
rails used to pull coal from a mine under
the power of men or mules.

As he planned his test route,
Stephenson deliberately chose a track

that trekked uphill at a distance of 450 feet. That
day the new steam-powered engine hauled eight
loaded coal wagons with a total estimated weight
of 30 tons up the iron track at a speed of four
miles per hour.

In moments, the world was changed forever.
Not only did the steam-powered locomotive
move an unprecedented weight of coal along the
track, it soon was considered to be the most suc-
cessful working steam engine that had ever been
constructed, encouraging its inventor to experi-
ment further to perfect its design. Stephenson
built sixteen different engines in all, using parts
that had to be manufactured and assembled by
hand.

George Stephenson designed the world’s first
public railway, beginning with the Stockton and
Darlington “road” in 1825. That endeavor was
followed five years later by the Liverpool-
Manchester line in 1830. Stephenson was the
chief engineer for both.

The six-mile journey along the Charleston-
Hamburg line in January 1831 marked the first
time a regular train was scheduled to carry pas-
sengers from one point to another in the United
States. The nation’s first successful steam loco-
motive had made a shorter, trial run just 18
months before as a simple test-run of the engine
itself.

“She was eager to take the ride and her hus-
band, like a dutiful bridegroom, agreed,” Carter
shares of Mrs. Pierson’s new passion. “The two
cars were crazy contraptions on four wheels,
resembling stagecoach bodies as much as they
did anything else. 

Henry Pierson managed to procure two seats
on the inaugural journey, which he delivered to a
gleeful bride. They arrived early that day to
attempt to ensure that Mrs. Pierson procured a
seat by a window.

“The train contrived to get over the entire sys-
tem of six miles and back again at a fairly satis-
factory speed,” Carter states. “All the passengers
were highly pleased with their strange experi-
ence. The bride was in a transport of delight.”

And, eventually returning to her home in
Ramapo, she could speak of nothing else.

“She gave her brother-in-law, Eleazer Lord,
and her father-in-law, Jeremiah Pierson, such
glowing accounts of her railroad trip that they
were fired with enthusiasm,” Carter proclaims.
“The bridegroom had already become almost as
ardent an advocate of railroads as his bride.”

Jeremiah Pierson was one of the nation’s first
captains of industry, having operated milling and
manufacturing facilities along the Ramapo River
between Sloatsburg and Hillburn since shortly
after his arrival there in 1795. At the time,
Eleazer Lord was a leading New York City mer-
chant and financier. 

The bride’s enthusiasm, with the supporting



testimony from her groom, led her pair of
wealthy kinsmen to pull together a pool of
investors to persuade the New York State
Legislature to issue a charter to the New York &
Erie Railroad. The April 24, 1832 document
fixed the railroad’s eastern terminus at Piermont
and its western terminus on the shore of Lake
Erie at Dunkirk. 

The plan would provide an overland route
across the state’s Southern Tier between the
Hudson River’s commercial routes, and the ship-
ping lanes and ports of the Great Lakes. The
route would take advantage of the Ramapo River
Pass through New York’s Hudson Highlands,
where the Pierson family milled cotton cloth and
iron nails just north of Suffern.

Eleazer Lord arrived in Piermont with the rail-
road in 1836 as its first president. While laborers
worked to complete the Piermont-Goshen sec-
tion of the railway, Lord worked to build a new
home above the village that he christened “The
Cedars.” Today, his home is commonly referred
to as Lord’s Castle.

Construction on the Hudson River pier was
completed in 1838. Although work on the rail-
road progressed in fits and starts, the Piermont-
Goshen section was completed before the end of
1841. 

The entire project was completed in the spring
of 1851 after the final spikes were driven into
rails that would connect Binghamton to Dunkirk.
When the work was complete, the New York &
Erie Railroad became the longest railroad trunk
line in the United States.

To celebrate its completion, a grand opening
celebration was planned for May 14, 1851, with
an inaugural journey from Piermont to Dunkirk
planned for the morning. Guests of the railroad
included U.S. President Millard Fillmore and
Secretary of State Daniel Webster.

On the day of the inaugural run, guests
embarked on an experience of a lifetime.  Some
remained onboard from terminus to terminus,
traveling through some of the state’s most dra-
matic landscapes. Others made the sudden deci-

sion to disembark after long delay that caused a
change of engines at Port Jervis resulted in a
reinvigorated journey where carriages full of
passengers found themselves traveling at speeds
that approached 60 miles per hour for the first
time in their lives.

Mrs. Henry I. Pierson maintained her seat by
the window and beside her husband of several
years for the entire inaugural journey. The surge
of excitement she had felt during her initial expe-
rience on the Charleston-Hamburg line returned,
but this time, it came along with a groundswell
of pride.

At least one passenger was guaranteed to
arrive at the end of what was proving to be an
exciting journey through the Southern Tier and,
when all was said and done, through a somewhat
extraordinary life.
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ARTISANS
FINE & ESTATE JEWELRY

◆ Diamonds
◆ Platinum
◆ Silver
◆ Custom Designs
◆ Vintage Watches

474 Piermont Avenue ◆ Piermont NY
845-359-6639 www.abartisans.com

We Buy
Gold & Silver
Top Prices

Paid!

Residential • Commercial • Free Appraisals

845.558.6319
Rosalie@baerhomes.com
97 S. Broadway, Nyack, NY 10960

“Over 35 Years Experience”

Let Rosalie
guide you from

appraisal through the
sale of your property

Mother’s Day
3 Course

Prix Fixe Brunch
3 Course

Prix Fixe Dinner
(Call for Details)

701 Piermont Ave., Piermont, NY 10968      845-848-2550       www.Pier701ny.com

Moonlight Happy
Hour

LATE Night
Mon–Thurs 10–Close

$4 Draft
$6 Select glasses of wine
$6 House mixed drinks

Fri & Sat 11–Close
Sunday 9–Close

$4 Draft
$6 Select glasses of wine
$6 House mixed drinks

1/2 price bar menu

ABOVE: Best Fried
of Charleston, the
train that fired the
imagination of
Pierson and Lord
and inspired the Erie
Railroad.

LEFT: The
Sturbridge Lion,
which revolutionized
transportation in
England during the
I n d u s t r i a l
Revolution.



The internet is the first place many peo-
ple go to get information on how to quit
smoking. In fact, more than 12 million U.S.
adults - a third of all smokers - turn to the
internet for help quitting each year, accord-
ing to a new Truth Initiative study.

Published in Nicotine & Tobacco
Research, the study examined data from
the National Cancer Institute Health
Information National Trends Survey to
determine how many U.S. adult smokers
searched online for help to quit smoking
from 2005 to 2017.

Researchers found that the number of
smokers who searched online for informa-
tion on quitting tobacco more than doubled
over the past 12 years, from 16.5 percent in
2005 to 35.9 percent in 2017. In 2017, an
estimated 12,434,691 U.S. smokers
searched online for quit smoking informa-
tion. The findings underscore the role of
internet resources in tobacco control efforts
and how they can impact public health.

“Given the ability to reach roughly one-
third of all smokers, and demonstrated
effectiveness that is comparable to other

recommended forms of cessation treatment,
internet interventions have the potential for
substantial impact on population quit rates,”
said Dr. Amanda Graham, research investi-
gator at the Truth Initiative Schroeder
Institute and lead author of the study.

Previous research has shown that inter-
net-based programs can help smokers quit.
One study found that web-based programs
can be just as effective at helping smokers
quit as face-to-face or telephone counsel-
ing, and are more effective than print mate-
rials. Other research shows that online
quit-smoking resources may be a viable
option for connecting with young adult
smokers who want to quit.

BecomeAnEX.org, a digital quit-smok-
ing program developed by Truth Initiative
in collaboration with Mayo Clinic, demon-
strates the effectiveness of online pro-
grams. Research shows that following the
EX program quadruples a smoker’s chance
of quitting. Additional research found that
smokers who became more socially con-
nected were significantly less likely to be
smoking three months after they enrolled.
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Health & Fitness
Ask the dentist

How can your own blood speed healing?

Dr. Robert H. Guller

By Robert H. Guller, D.M.D.
OF PASCACK DENTAL ARTS

There is clear evidence that a sub-
stance called PRF or Platelet rich fibrin
can help with the recovery time and
healing process after oral surgery.  PRF
or (L-PRF) was first described in 2001
by Dr. Choukroun, a French plastic sur-
geon whose course I was recently able
to attend on the subject. 

Taking a blood sample from a patient

pre-operatively and spinning it at high
speed in a centrifuge to separate the
blood into layers allows a doctor or
technician to obtain the substance.  The
top layer, which remains, is a jelly-like
substance known as fibrin and it con-
tains a multitude of concentrated growth
and clotting factors, which can super-
charge the healing process.  The process
is safe and the material derived from it
cannot be rejected because it is com-

posed of the patient's own cells.  The
procedure may not be appropriate in all
cases of surgery, but when quality and
expediency of healing are critical it can
be helpful.

For more information on this topic,
ask your dentist or dental hygienist 
or contact Dr. Guller at: askdr-
guller@aol.com or call 201-391-5565.

COMPANIONS PLUS

Providing Full-Time,
Part-Time and Live-in Services

SENIOR CARE
Non-Medical Home Care

Insured and Bonded

Offering a carefully selected
staff of companions and
home-helpers. We match 
you or your loved ones 
with a compatible care-giver.

845.353.1700

Our Town
Health & Fitness Special
May 9th & May 16th

To Reserve Your Advertising Space:

call: 845-735-1342
email: ads@ourtownnews.com

Online With Just 1 Click… And Still In Print…
Your Best Source for Over 45 Years.

One third of all smokers
get on-line help to quit
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Some strategies for managing healthcare costs

As Americans work hard to meet all the obli-
gations that come with work, family and
everyday life, many are challenged to find
time to manage all the financial elements
affecting their healthcare.

If you’re among them you’re far from alone,
since the multiple details associated with
healthcare insurance can be confusing. At the
same time, you want to be smart about your
financial resources when making decisions
about the quality healthcare you and your fam-
ily need.

Fortunately, by carving out time to research
money-saving tips you may be able to mini-
mize your out-of-pocket healthcare expenses.
Such out-of-pocket spending rose by more
than 50 percent between 2010 and 2017, The
Atlantic recently reported, partly because half
of all health insurance policyholders in the
U.S. are dealing with annual deductibles of at
least $1,000.

Whether you’re uninsured or simply facing a
high insurance deductible, you can take sever-
al steps to better manage your healthcare budg-
et. Consider how the following tips may offer
you a better sense of control of rising health-
care costs.

Read bills carefully
Read bills with a critical eye. Any bill can

include administrative errors, and some esti-
mates have indicated errors on as many as 80
percent of medical invoices issued, reports the
Medical Billing Advocates of America. That
statistic makes it well worth your while to
examine and question your expenses before
you settle up.

Lower the cost of meds
Lower the cost of your meds. A free program

known as Inside Rx is a prescription savings
card that provides discounts on prescription
medications for eligible patients. And it’s
amazingly effective.

According to the data, eligible patients have
saved an average of 40 percent on the more
than 100 featured brand medications included
in the program, and even more on generic
medications. 

Inside Rx is a great option to help the unin-
sured, those facing high deductibles or anyone
trying to save money on their meds. Inside Rx
even offers prescription savings for pets for
qualifying medications. And the Inside Rx
card is free and easy to download, with no reg-
istration process or sharing of personal infor-
mation.

Compare costs
Compare costs whenever possible. Some

medical services can be difficult to compare on
an apples-to-apples basis, but it’s worth doing
your homework before making appointments
for more standard services such as annual
check-ups, lab work and testing, dental care or
dermatology services. Check vendor websites,
make phone calls and conduct web searches to
find online databases, such as
HealthcareBluebook.com, that suggest fair
prices for various services. If you’re insured,
your insurance provider can then clarify what
portion of the bill will be covered.

It’s OK to negotiate
Be bold about negotiations. It’s OK to speak

up. You have nothing to lose by politely asking
your healthcare provider to work with you on
the price of an upcoming service, especially
when dealing with a private practice. Start the
conversation by aiming for the Medicare rate
or an amount close to that paid by commercial
insurers. As an alternative, ask the office
administrator to set up a manageable payment
plan.

Get a cash discount
Consider paying cash up front. Some ven-

dors offer discounts for simply paying cash for
your services without funneling everything
through insurance. Even if you’re insured, you
can still evaluate whether immediate cash pay-

ments will be lower than your post-insurance
costs.

Keeping a close eye on where you might be
wasting money on healthcare can pay off in a big
way - and the remedies don’t have to be compli-
cated. Conduct your due diligence on such costs
to protect your financial health as vigorously as
your physical health.

Some simple inquiries and a little research
may be the key to managing healthcare
costs.
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Suffern Free Library
Sat, Apr 28, 10 am–4 pm

Call for info: 845.357.1237
New City Library

Mon, Apr 30, 9 am–3 pm
Call for info: 845.634.4997

West Nyack Library
Fri, May 4, 10 am–4 pm

Call for info: 845.358.6081
Orangeburg Library

Fri, May 11 & 18, 1 pm–4 pm
Call for info: 845.359.2244

send to: ads@ourtownnews.com
subject - pets or mail to: PO Box 750, Pearl River, NY 10965

Captions and/or short stories welcome (100 words or less)
Send self address stamped envelope to return photos.

Send us their picture with name & hometown
for our May 23rd Pet Special issue

deadline May 18th

Is Your Pet
Funny? Loving? Adorable?

Online With Just 1 Click… And Still In Print... On Line... 
Your Best Source for Over 45 Years.

Continued from Page 8
these changes, said Berkley) may save
money at some point. At this point in
time they cost more money.”

Donovan outlined some of the com-
ponents of new system, representing
$149 million in 2019 for improve-
ments including the following:

Construction of a new high-voltage
substation on a 5-acre portion of the

former Lovett Generating Station site
in Stony Point. This project will
improve electric service reliability to
56,000 O&R customers in Rockland
County and will cost approximately
$33 million. Its in-service date is May
2021.

Construction of a new electric sub-
station at the southwestern corner of
South Mountain Road and North

Little Tor Road in New City to address serious elec-
tric service reliability issues in that area. It can go
mobile as well. The substation will serve 32,000
customers now relying on three substations. The
mobile substation, which is now operating at this
location to supplement existing service, would then
be available to provide emergency service as need-
ed elsewhere in the O&R system. The estimated
cost of this project is about $24.5 million and its in-
service date is December 2020.

O&R plans two projects along the CSX rail line
right-of-way (the former West Shore Rail Line)
between West Nyack and Stony Point. Each project
will install three double-circuit, galvanized steel
poles to replace three double-circuit, two-pole,
wooden structures. 

The first project is due in service in December
2019 at a cost of approximately $1.5 million. Those
structures are in Stony Point, the village of
Haverstraw and the Clarkstown hamlet of Congers. 

The second project is due in service one year later
at $1.5 million. Those structures are all in the
Clarkstown hamlet of Valley Cottage. The installa-
tion of these projects will improve electric service
reliability for approximately 22,000 O&R cus-
tomers in Rockland County. 

As to the need for an increase in natural gas deliv-
ery rates, Donovan said, “Replacing 22 miles a of
aging natural gas piping per year. Also, O&R plans
to increase deployment of inspectors to job sites,
video confirmation of pipe location and condition
and increased outreach and education to excavators.

Other programs planned by O&R include a
reduced need for infrastructure, said Donovan.

Donovan said “O&R plans to do that by either
reducing the demand for the grid power or provid-
ing an alternate source to supplement or, in some
cases, replace grid power, or through a combination
of both methods. One of those methods employs
Energy Star certified appliances like refrigerators,
washers and driers, even LED lightbulbs.

Another method is to use NWA (non-wire alter-
natives) equipment that can supplement or provide
an alternative to power from the grid. Those meth-
ods include installing solar panels, fuel cells or bat-
teries, or some combination of those, or other tech-
nologies.

The reduction in the demand for electricity those
technologies can provide lets O&R defer construc-
tion of multi-million-dollar substation upgrades —-
a cost that would be borne by customers. It is an
approach that saves money for customers, helps
O&R maintain reliable service and reduces emis-
sion from power plants.

Berkley said that because of increased density
areas of New York City, Con Edison had petitioned
the PSC to allow them to spend $1 billion to build
another substation.

The PSC said no, that Con Ed should spend less
money on a project that would reduce the need to
put a substation there. This has been a requirement
of most of the utility companies, said Berkley. The
solution has been to build a battery storage plant to
keep it for high use periods.

Another solution is to go to large residential enti-
ties and asking them, “in those times when we need
more energy coming back to the company or not
being used by end users would you be willing to
reduce your demand and we’ll pay for the energy

that you’re freeing up.”
Our Town: Why is Monsey the focus of the non-

wires alternative project.
Donovan: Orange and Rockland (O&R) wants to

help customers in specific parts of its Monsey serv-
ice area to take advantage of innovative ways to
reduce the amount of electricity they need from the
grid. Specifically, O&R’s new initiative seeks to
provide innovative energy solutions within the
Monsey substation service area, where increasing
demand is expected to exceed the substation’s
capacity within the next few years. 

Rather than adding infrastructure to meet that
growing demand, O&R wants to reduce the need
for power from the grid in these areas by a com-
bined total of about 2.5 to 3 megawatts. To achieve
that goal, O&R is asking prospective business part-
ners to provide proposals on how they can help cus-
tomers in parts of Monsey to install solar panels,
fuel cells, energy efficient equipment, batteries and
other distributed energy resources. 

Encouraging electric vehicles
Donovan said that O&R is also “encouraging

electric vehicle adoption by its customers through
the installation of plug-in electric vehicle (PEV)
chargers and DC fast chargers, rebates for prospec-
tive residential PEV buyers, education and outreach
programs and its existing residential time-of-use
rates.”

There are three levels of chargers. A level 3 or DC
fast charger can charge 80% of an electric vehicle
battery in 20 minutes. A level 2 can charge a care for
10 to 25 miles for every hour of charging, but the
level 1, the home versions can take 60 hours to
charge a car which has a range of 300 miles.

Our Town: What type of chargers would be
available and given the time, how is what O&R is
planning different and or better and how does the
cost in electricity to charge a care compare to the
cost of gasoline.

Donovan: O&R wants to deploy both Level 2
and 3 chargers in publicly accessible locations
throughout its NY service territory so that while
drivers are running errands or perhaps even dining,
they can charge their vehicles, in a way similar to
their pulling into a gas station.

O&R also wants to provide rebates for Level 2
residential chargers for home use so customers can
conveniently charge their EVs when they are not in
use during the evening hours. Special electric rates
are also available for EV owners who charge their
vehicles during off peak hours.

Although charging an electric vehicle may take
longer than an internal combustion engine (ICE)
filling up at a gas station, EVs offer many benefits.
Electric vehicles reduce air pollution and create far
less greenhouse gas emissions. Operating an EV
costs 50 to 70% less for driving the same distance as
an ICE, and an EV requires less maintenance.”

Opposes subsidies for charging stations
Berkley said that given that his organization is to

represent the low and fixed-income ratepayers, even
though reducing the greenhouse gases are a good
thing, “Our position on using a rate case to subsidize
the cost of vehicle charging stations and electric

O&R asks $24.7 mil rate hike:
What benefit to ratepayers?

RATE HIKE: Page 15, please
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BUYING • SELLING • RENTING – CALL US TODAY! www.C21FullServiceRealty.com

New City $979,999
• Colonial/Contemporary
• 5 Bedrooms • 6 Baths
Rosemary McGinn
C: 845-656-3522
Lic. RE Associate Broker

Stony Point $410,000
• Colonial
• 3 Bedrooms • 3 Baths
Marla Mariotti-DuBois
C: 914-393-7056
Lic. RE Associate Broker

Valley Cottage $245,000
• Condo
• 1 Bedroom • 2 Baths
Margaret “Peggy” Handelsman
C: 914-588-1792
Lic. RE Salesperson

Thiells $485,000
• Bi-Level
• 4 Bedrooms • 3 Baths
John Nahass
C: 845-598-6108
Lic. RE Salesperson

Orange County $225,000
• Cape Cod
• 3 Bedrooms • 2 Baths
Stella Ambrosio
C: 845-709-3633
Lic. RE Salesperson

Pearl River $725,000
• Colonial
• 4 Bedrooms • 3 Baths
Jeanne Flynn
C: 914-310-6335
Lic. RE Salesperson

New City $60,000
• Business for Sale
• All Equip. Inc. • Established Eatery
Luanne McGann
C: 845-699-0475
Lic. RE Salesperson

Garnerville $500,000
• Colonial
• 4 Bedrooms • 4 Baths
Cecelia Lewis 
C: 845-558-8837
Lic. RE Salesperson

New City $415,000
• Ranch
• 3 Bedrooms • 1 Bath
Prabha Bansal
C: 914-924-4450
Lic. RE Salesperson

West Nyack $975,000
• Colonial
• 5 Bedrooms • 5 Baths
Barbara Bloch
C: 914-588-4061
Lic. RE Salesperson

Stony Point $450,000
• Bi-Level
• 4 Bedrooms • 4 Baths
Robert Knochen
C: 845-220-0255
Lic. RE Associate Broker

New City $675,000
• Colonial
• 4 Bedrooms • 4 Baths
Maria Kriesel
C: 845-548-0696
Lic. RE Associate Broker

Orangeburg $699,000
• Colonial
• 5 Bedrooms • 3 Baths
Renee Robinson
C: 201-264-1759
Lic. RE Salesperson

New City $1,175,000
• Colonial
• 5 Bedrooms • 6 Baths
Maria Kriesel
C: 845-548-0696
Lic. RE Associate Broker

W. Haverstraw $157,062
• Condo
• 3 Bedrooms • 2 Baths
Katarina Ulcinova
C: 914-714-9137
Lic. RE Salesperson

U N D E R C O N T R A C T COMPLETE RENOVATIONNEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

REDUCED

BUSINESS

WHAT’S YOUR HOME WORTH
IN TODAY’S MARKET?
Call today for a “FREE”

no obligation consultation! 
This may be the perfect time to make your move.

WE ARE NOW TAKING APPLICATIONS
FROM NEW AND SEASONED AGENTS TO

JOIN OUR FAST GROWING COMPANY.
Call Vesna or Lia at (845) 639-1234

for a confidential appointment

ROCKLAND COUNTY
53 S. Main St.

New City NY 10956

O: 845-639-1234

ORANGE COUNTY
200 Route 32

Central Valley, NY 10917

O: 845-782-2221

New City $740,000
• Colonial
• 5 Bedrooms • 3 Baths
Robert Knochen
C: 845-220-0255
Lic. RE Associate Broker

Continued from Page 14
vehicles generally is that we don’t believe that that’s
an appropriate thing to do in a rate case,” as the peo-
ple they’re representing are having trouble paying
their bills and you’re asking them to subsidize the
more expensive electric cars which they wouldn’t
have enough money to purchase themselves.

He said developing and installing infrastructure
for PEV stations should be the province of trans-
portation companies, not electric companies.

Our Town asked why isn’t the replacement of gas
pipes a deduction to investor dividends instead of an
increase to rates.

Berkley said that under federal law and prescient
that all the money that energy companies expends to
provide its services to ratepayers, going back 100
years, are paid for by the ratepayers. 

Another reason for the increase to ratepayers is
hindsight. Donovan and Berkley both spoke about
the damage done by Super Storm Sandy and the
other super storms that have hit the area.

Storm-resilient upgrades
O&R initiated a construction program designed to

make O&R’s energy systems more storm resilient,
including building additional electric circuits,
undergrounding strategic locations where multiple
overhead circuits meet on distribution poles and
expanding tree-trimming clearances at critical serv-
ice locations. Approximately 30 percent of O&R’s
electric distribution system is now underground.

Donovan said, “System resilience projects have
now been embedded in O&R’s operations budgets
and processes and are performed annually. System
resilience construction standards, including using
taller, stronger poles and more durable cable and
wire, have been adopted by O&R. Thus far, O&R
has performed nearly $60 million in system
resilience projects alone. 

“The growing introduction of system automation
projects has benefitted customers, too. O&R esti-
mates that automation projects saved nearly 25,000
customer outages during the March nor’easters. In
2017, over 2,000 field crew assignments were saved
by recloser devices that automatically operated on
the system. During Storms Riley and Quinn in
March, automatic switching devices saved 150 field
crew assignments.”

O&R’s request begins a year-long public review
process in which the NYSPSC examines the com-
pany’s proposals. That review is managed by an
administrative law judge who ensures the fairness
and thoroughness of the process through to the final
decision and vote by the New York State Public
Service Commission NYSPSC. If approved, these
rates will become effective on January 1, 2019.

O&R asks $24.7 mil
rate hike: How will 
customers benefit?

Continued from Page 3
Naples, Italy and Guam. What she remembers
best about her service in the Navy was the
camaraderie and friendships made, the hard
work, hard play, we had a lot of fun. “This
was the peacetime Navy.” Even in peacetime
there was action, the Gulf War, Granada,
Panama and Africa, women were not allowed
on most naval vessels. “In the field that I was
in it was against the law for women to go to
sea because it was only on combatant vessels.

“ I could not go on a destroyer or an aircraft
carrier and it wasn’t until the late 90s that
they started putting women on board.”
According to Sealift, after a court ruling in
1978, women were allowed to serve as sur-
face warfare officers and on auxiliary vessels
such as submarines and destroyer tenders and
oceanographic research ships. Ross said she
did serve on a motor vessel which carried
support services and personnel.  “There was
an exercise going on and I was the Chief in
charge and we were doing communications
security.”

As a Cryptologic Technician, “Intelligence
so to speak and we supplied a lot of
Communications support for a lot of the fleet,
the aircraft, submarines, that was the job I
did.” This included message traffic and rules
of engagement.

This did not mean that Ross didn’t have
battles to fight. “Back in the seventies it was
not a popular thing for women to do. I got
resistance from people that I knew, my moth-
er one of them but she finally overcame that.”

From her service, Ross was awarded, the
Joint Services Commendation Medal, the
Navy Achievement Medal (2 awards), the
Navy Good Conduct Medal (4 awards), the
National Defense Service Medal, the
Overseas Service Ribbon (11 awards), and
the Navy Meritorious Unit Commendation (2
awards).

“This event is normally held in March as
part of Women’s History Month where we
recognize the contributions that women have
made to our country but that have all too
often gone unnoticed,” said County
Executive Ed Day at the April 11 event.

“However, due to Mother Nature’s desires,
we’ve had to push this event into April.
Regardless of the month we are proud to
highlight the achievements that women have
made in building our nation and, in this case,
defending it.”

Ross said she would suggest the Navy for
girls graduating high school. “It’s a good
career path, there’s a good education path.
There’s money for school and they promote
going to school.”

Karen Ross
receives
Freedom

Award:
Joined 

the Navy 
to see

the world

Wellness Exhibit at TZHS 
Tappan Zee HS 10th grade English stu-

dents, under the guidance of  Lois Parker-
Hennion and Dana Stranges shared their
research presentations which centered
around all facets of wellness.  After exploring
and committing to topics of interest, stu-
dents wrote research papers and planned
interactive exhibits in preparation for the fair.
Guests had several opportunities to engage
in wellness-related activities, from listening
to different genres of music and noting its
impact on emotions to practicing the
Emotional Freedom Technique.
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To place an ad call 845-735-1342

TEPLITZ
Wanted: Junk Cars,
Trucks, Equipment

All Scrap Steel & Metals

108 West Nyack Rd., Nanuet, NY 10954

CONTAINER SERVICE

845-623-0040

Autos Wanted

WURLITZER UPRIGHT
PIANO. 

Great for practicing, 
teaching and playing

Family owned since new
$600

845-634-6649

HO and N train layout

Approximately 12’ x 14’.

Locos, rolling stock, 

buildings,tracks.

917-359-3789

CDL Drivers to work
for a Park Ridge NJ 

construction company
Transporting (excavators, 

bobcats) & making
local deliveries. Call

201-782-1661 or email 
creativepavers@optonline.net

Autos For Sale

Camp Venture seeks F/T 
and P/T Direct Support
Professionals to work in 
our Residential and Day 

Programs. Apply: 
M-F, 9am-4pm
25 Smith St., 

5th Floor Reception, 
Nanuet, NY.

For more detail: 
www.venturerockland.org

2003 Silver Volks Beetle
convertible. 94 K, Runs,
but needs work. First $750
takes it or willing to barter.
TEXT PHONE NUMBER TO
845-893-2816 and I will
call you back.

HELP WANTED
F/T LubeTechncian

P/T Car Wash attendent.
Route 304, Pearl River

Call 845-521-9949, email
info@pearlmontcarwash.com

Boats For Sale

1999 Crown Line 
20 Foot with trailer

Was $8000 
Reduced to $7500

Please call 
845-222-0898

Merchandise For Sale

Office Space for Rent

Office Space for Rent 
in Blauvelt on Rt. 303

2 large rooms with 
good parking for cars.

Please Call:
845-359-6768

Misc. Employment

Troy self propelled 

mower used 4x  

$200

845-620-1217

$$ EXTRA CASH $$
Volunteers Needed

Cosmetic Testing 
Stop In or Give Us a Call 
and you can bring friends

630 Route 303,
Blauvelt, NY 10913

845-727-4100
Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm
$$ Varies per test
SPF testing now 

$15/Hour
**M or F, 

Must Be 18-70 yrs old

D I R E C T O R Y

ProfessionalProfessionalProfessional
ATTORNEYSACCOUNTANTS

CALL
845-735-1342

t: (845) 735-9500
m: (845) 598-8872

e: neil@neilosullivancpa.com
neilosullivancpa.com

36 South Main St.
Pearl River, NY 10965

Neil T. O’Sullivan
CPA /PLLC

ATTORNEYS

MARKETING

Are You Reaching Your
Target Market Effectively?

845.875.4561
design@princeglobal.com

www.princeglobal.com

Online Marketing & Web Design

Prince Global, LLC

Kevin T.
Mulhearn, P.C.

Proudly serving
the legal needs
of Orangetown

residents
since 1994.

60 Dutch Hill Road • Suite 8
Orangeburg, NY 10962

tel: 845-398-0361  fax: 845-398-3836
www.mulhearnlaw.com

~Attorneys At Law~

LAW OFFICE OF

ROBERT S. SUNSHINE, P.C.
One Blue Hill Plaza, Third Floor
P.O.Box 1647, Pearl River, NY 10965

(845) 735-1300
Fax: (845) 735-2826
e-mail: rs@rsunshinelaw.com
www.rsunshinelaw.com

INSURANCE SERVICES

Raymond Sheridan
Financial, Inc.
845-735-8080

Fax 845-735-8444
INSURANCE AND FINANCIAL SERVICES

19 East Washington Avenue
Pearl River, NY 10965
Ray@RSheridan.com

RSheridan.com

Furniture Sales

Charlie Reedy
Sales Associate
6 Hutton Avenue

Nanuet NY 10954
(845) 627-0823

www.MyBobs.com

James P. Kivlehan
Financial Advisor
Bus. 845-429-1434
Fax 888-437-0337
Cell 917-613-0195

james.kivlehan@edwardjones.com
www.edwardjones.com

Financial Advisor HR Consulting

Human Resources
Innovative Results, LLC

Looking for a new role or career?
Professionals with decades of leading

large HR functions offer resume writing,
advanced social media job search techniques,

career counseling and customized help.
Affordable flat fees…Help move your career forward.

FREE CONSULTATION!
hrinnovativeresults@gmail.comE-MAIL directory@ourtownnews.com

34 ft. Sea Ray Sundancer 
Aft Cabin. 1985, low hours, 
impeccably maintained. Twin
350 horsepower Crusade en-
gines. Exc. condition, turnkey.
Many extras. $16,500. 
845-587-5990

Rentals New York

2 bdrm. apt. for rent on
Main St. in Tappan NY
Very spacious . Parking 
available. $1700 month 
plus utilities. Call Joe

845-558-7056 or
845-359-5284

Merchandise For Sale

Entertainment Center
$75. H 7ft, W 80in, D17in

(holds 30 in” TV)
Video Arcade Table

$1500. 60 games, 
2 players. Please call:

845-398-3461

Misc. Employment

VINTAGE 

BABY GRAND PIANO

MINT CONDITION. $900

845-652-3229

Dining Room Set 
with china cabinet 

plus buffet, 2 leaves and 
table pads. $400 obo. 
Complete set of crystal 

ware for 8 - $200.
845-608-2463

Piermont, NY

Food Service

Experienced Wait Staff,
Hostess and Manager

Apply in person
Stateline Family Rest. 

96 Rt. 303, 
Tappan, NY

845-359-8764

Help Wanted
Market Research Co. 
in Ramsey, N.J. seeks

phone interviewers-
NO SALES. P/T

evenings/weekends
$10 hour

Call 201-986-1288

Vendors Wanted

LIST YOUR
YARD/GARAGE 

SALE HERE
& GET RESULTS 

ANTIQUE
Oak Gate Leg Table

Beautiful condition. 
Was $150 

reduced to $125. 
Call 914-907-8617

for information
Final Blow-Out Sale

Sat., April 28th 10-4pm
Couches,oversized needle
point rug, large gun safe, 
paintings, much bric a brac

All must go
623 Piermont Ave.

Nyack

ALL-SCHOOL, MULTI-
FAMILY SALE AT THE 

MONTESSORI CENTER
OF NYACK, 

Broadway and 5th Ave.  
on Saturday, April 28th,

9am to 2pm. 
Children’s clothing and 

toys (of course!),  
antiques, kitchenware, 
clothes, furniture and 

much more.

VENDORS WANTED
Multi-Family/Vendor 

Yard Sale
German Masonic Park

Tappan, NY
Saturday, May 19th

Contact 845-222-0898
tappanyardsale@

optonline.net

Registered Nurse
Camp Venture, a Non- 
Profit Organization that 
provides services to peo-
ple with Developmental 
Disabilities has 1 full time 
Registered Nursing Su-
pervisor opening. Must be 
a Registered Nurse in the 
State of New York. Must be
familiar with Microsoft office
2 LPN positions: 1 F/T, 
1 P/T
LPN’s must have NYS
licensed practical nurse 
certification.
Send Resume to Janine 
Corona:
jcorona@campventure.org

For Sale New York

HOUSE FOR SALE
IN TAPPAN NY

on 1.3 acres, dead
end street. Possible 

3 lot subdivision
Owner

914-589-3272

Valley Cottage
1 bdrm condo for rent. 

1st floor. Deck overlook-
ing pool. Incl. heat & hot 

water. Avail 5/1 $1350 mo. 
845-709-9514 cell or
845-359-1764 home 

USED
CAR

$39.95
until it sells!

$139
until it sells!

HELP
WANTED

$79
until you hire!

Merchandise
for SALE

$79
until it sells!

FOR SALE
By Owner

These can work for you...
OUR TOWN CLASSIFIEDS WORK!

� All ads must be for individual apartments,
cars, merchandise, job or office.

� Offer available to prepaid orders only.

� Modification charge of $10 per occurrence.

� Offer not available to any professional
agents, brokers or distributors.

GET RESULTS!

LIST YOUR 

PROPERTY

RENTAL HERE 
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To place an ad call 845-735-1342

Steal it for: $169,900
914-907-5022

Camelback Mountain, Tannersville, PA
FOR SALE OR RENT

Tennis & Sports Complex

paragonmac@aol.com

Slopeside Vacation Home

3 Level, 3BR, 2 1/2 Bath, Parking Lot Level, Fully
Furnished, Huge Skylight, Fireplace, Washer/

Dryer, New Appliances, Deck, Low Taxes,
Gated Community, Indoor Pool, Walk
to Slopes & Camelbeach Water Park,

For Sale Other Areas

For Sale By Owner
Commercial property for sale

on Rte. 303, Blauvelt, NY.
Zoned for strip mall,

electric, water and sewers in front,
has house with 2 garages,

239 frontage feet on Route 303
already divided into 4 legal lots.

Call 845-359-6768

For Sale New York Classified

845-357-6065
Small Business Specializing in BIG Service!

likgutters.com

Stop the overflow – 6” gutters
handle 50% more water

Lic. & Insured #H-9004-21

GUTTERS

100% Family
Owned &
Operated

Since 1970!

■ 5 & 6 inch Gutter installation
(colors available)

■ Maintenance Free Gutter covers
■ Vinyl Soffits & Aluminum Trimwork

Valentine
Electric, Inc.

Blauvelt ,N.Y.

(845) 398-1339
New York City, Rockland

& New Jersey #12560
Commercial, Industrial,

Residential
Licensed, Insured & Bonded

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING

Kevin STOKES 
Excavating, Inc.

Specialty pipe contractor. 
Sewer, water, drainage, 

waterproofing, 
Sump pump diversions

845-735-4096
Lic. # H-07827-10

FLOOR MASTER
“Dustless” 

• Floor Sanding 
• Installations
• Refinishing
FREE ESTIMATES

845-623-6264
201-505-0808

Lic. # H-06697-14-00-00

Flooring

Carpentry

Gutters

CARPENTER/BUILDER
Door/Moulding Specialist

Small repairs
and Renovations

MARCEL
CONSTRUCTION

(201)664-3820
Lic #HB64399

Thomas Lorentz
& Son Floors Inc

135 Paris Avenue
Northvale, New Jersey

Lorentzflooring.com

201-767-6262
845-365-2413

Old Floors Restored
Sanded & Refinished
LARGE SHOW ROOM

Wood & Vinyl
Dustless Systems

R.C. Lic. H-3490 Ins est. 1967

•WINTER SALE•

GUGLIELMO
Complete Masonry Service
Brick, Block, Stone, Stucco, 
Concrete slabs, Footings , 

Foundations. Waterproofing.
All damage restored.

(845) 365-0904
Lic# H206616,

Insured & Bonded

Excavating Landscaping

Masonry

HALL RENTAL

American Legion

30 Railroad Ave.

Pearl River, NY 10965

845-735-7868

RALPH SPANO
SUNSHINE PLUMBING

 & HEATING 
Kitchens, baths, hot

water heaters, boilers.
10% senior citizen disc.

Rock Lic. 746 NJ Lic. 5913
845-359-2746

MACCHIO ROOFING
Residential. 

Reroofs and tearoffs
Gutters and leaders

Free estimates
Lic. # 07404-23-00-00

Call Steve anytime
201-768-6881

Junk Removal
Furniture Removal
Garage Clean outs

Basement Clean outs
House / Estate Clean outs
Foreclosure Clean outs

Hoarder Specialists
Construction Debris Removal
Appliance & TV Removal
Business owner on Every Job
1-888-684-5865

www.RocklandCleanouts.com
Free estimates

ROCKLAND
Cleanouts

TNT CARTING
AND DEMOLITION

8-20 Yard Containers
$175 plus weight

Light Weight Containers
Won’t Harm Driveways

Same Day Service
(845) 365-2346

Owner: Tom Jahnes

Plumbing

Rubbish Removal

Musical Instruction

Handyman
Honest, dependable,

reasonable. 30 yrs. exp. 
No job too small. 

All types of
home repairs

Basement Waterproofing. 
Licensed & insured.

845-653-1657

Boscon Ltd.
Renovations, Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Basements 
Full Carpentry Service
R.C. License # H-12224 

NJ License # 13VH08685700 
917-499-6447

Senior Discount

Garage Doors

GARAGE DOOR 
MEDIC

Springs, Cables & Motors

Doors Replaced

Lic. # H-12614-A5

bergengaragemedic.com

845-426-8523

$399
until

it sells!

FOR SALE
By Owner

HAPPY HELPERS

Be a guest at your 

next special event. 

From set up to clean 

up, we do it all.

Call 914-584-8280

Home Improvement

UKULELE AND
GUITAR LESSONS

Age 11 & up 
any skill level,

very affordable rate.
Call today for a

FREE
skill evaluation

845.369.9054

David’s Home Repair
Painting, carpentry, 

bathrooms & basements,  
windows, doors. gutter 

cleaning,  powerwashing
Save With Dave 

Lic.#H-100-96-AS-31-00, 
Insured 845-429-1421 

David’s Home Painting
Interior • Exterior
Power Washing

Waterproofing basements
Home Remodeling

Lic. & Ins.
Save with Dave
845-429-1421

Cleaning

Need help around 
the house?

10% OFF first cleaning. 
Free cleaning for referrals

Weekly, Bi-weekly,
Occasional   

845-241-5208
Handyman

Painting
Gutter Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning
Low Rates

Free Estimates
$50 for a High Ranch
Licensed & Insured

Call Mike
845-222-2616          

GRASS CUTTING
No Frills

Low Rate
Call Mike

845-222-2616
Licensed & insured

Party Planning

Roofing

The Cleaning Woman
Organizing, cleaning & 
dog walking services. 

Garage sales, clean-outs, 
closet organizing.  All 
schedules available.

Call Pat for your FREE 
Estimate. 201-248-6910

Electrical

SUBSCRIBE 

TO

OUR TOWN

NEWS
for details, 
visit us at:

www.ourtownnews.com

 

 

Power Washing

Landscaping

Roofing and Siding
Decks, Additions
Financing Available

Lic. & Ins.
Cassas Bros. 
845-492-9549

www.cassasbros.com
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Legal Legal Legal Legal Legal Legal Legal

judgment may be entered 
and you can lose your 
home. Speak to an attorney 
or go to the court where 
your case is pending for 
further information on how 
to answer the summons 
and protect your property. 
Sending a payment to the 
mortgage company will not 
stop the foreclosure action.

YOU MUST RESPOND BY
SERVING A COPY OF 
THE ANSWER ON THE 
ATTORNEY FOR THE 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT.
Dated: March 23, 2018 
Westbury, New York RAS 
BORISKIN, LLC Attorney 
for Plaintiff BY: COREY
ROBSON, ESQ. 900 Mer-
chants Concourse, Suite 
106 Westbury, NY 11590 
516-280-7675

THE OBJECT of the above 
caption action is to fore-
close a Mortgage to secure 
the sum of $544,185.00 
and interest, recorded on 
June 24, 2008 in Instru-
ment # 2008-00029459, of 
the Public Records of 
ROCKLAND County, New 
York, covering premises 
known as 34 POND VIEW 
DR, CONGERS, NY
10920.
The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judg-
ment directing the sale of 
the premises described 
above to satisfy the debt 
secured by the Mortgage 
described above. ROCK-
LAND County is designated 
as the place of trial be-
cause the real property af-
fected by this action is lo-
cated in said county. NO-
TICE YOU ARE IN DAN-
GER OF LOSING YOUR 
HOME If you do not re-
spond to this summons and 
complaint by serving a
copy 
of the answer on the attor-
ney for the mortgage com-
pany who filed this foreclo-
sure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer 
with the court, a default 

in or lien upon the mortgaged
premises described in the
complaint, Defendant(s). 

To the above-named De-
fendants 
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM-
MONED to answer the 
complaint in this action and 
to serve a copy of your an-
swer, or, if the complaint is 
not served with this sum-
mons, to serve a notice of 
appearance on the Plain-
tiff’s Attorney within 20 days 
after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the 
day of service (or within 30 
days after the service is 
complete if this summons is 
not personally delivered to 
you within the State of New 
York) in the event the Unit-
ed States of America is 
made a party defendant, 
the time to answer for the 
said United States of Amer-
ica shall not expire until 
(60) days after service of 
the Summons; and in case 
of your failure to appear or 
answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by de-
fault for the relief demand-
ed in the complaint. NO-
TICE OF NATURE OF AC-
TION AND RELIEF SOUGHT

ministrators, devisees, leg-
atees, creditors, trustees, 
committees, lienors, and 
assignees of such de-
ceased, any and all per-
sons deriving interest in or 
lien upon, or title to said re-
al property by, through or 
under them, or either of 
them, and their respective 
wives, widows, husbands, 
widowers, heirs at law, next 
of kin, descendants, execu-
tors, administrators, devi-
sees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lie-
nors and assigns, all of 
whom and whose names, 
except as stated, are un-
known to plaintiff; JOAN 
GROMACK; CAROL SCIS-
CENTE; SECRETARY OF 
HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT; INTER-
NAL REVENUE SERVICE 
– UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA; NEW YORK 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FI-
NANACE – TAX COMPLI-
ANCE DIVISION – C.O. – 
ATC, and  “JOHN DOE 1 to 
JOHN DOE 25”, said 
names being fictitious, the 
persons or parties, corpora-
tions or entities, if any, hav-
ing or claiming an interest 

SUPREME COURT OF 
THE STATE OF NEW 
YORK COUNTY OF 
ROCKLAND Plaintiff desig-
nates ROCKLAND as the 
place of trial situs of the re-
al property 
SUPPLEMENTAL SUM-
MONS Mortgaged Prem-
ises: 34 POND VIEW DR 
CONGERS, NY 10920 
Section:44.19 Block:1 Lot:3  
INDEX NO. 030643/2016 
CIT BANK N.A.,

Plaintiff,

vs.

RICHARD T. JOSEPH, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF JO-
SEPHINE JOSEPH; any 
and all persons unknown to 
plaintiff, claiming, or who 
may claim to have an inter-
est in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property 
described in this action; 
such unknown persons be-
ing herein generally descri-
bed and intended to be in-
cluded in the following des-
ignation, namely: the wife, 
widow, husband, widower, 
heirs at law, next of kin, de-
scendants, executors, ad-

RFB-RC-2018-057
Motors-Replacement 

Motors for Centrifuges-
90kw & 15kw

Opening:5/22/18@3:00 pm
RFB-RC-2018-058

GE Variable Frequency 
Drive AF600 Series and 
GE Controls RX3i Series

Opening: 5/22/18@3:00 pm
Specifications and solicita-
tion forms may be obtained 
by visiting the Purchasing 
Division’s Website at: 
www.rcpurchasing.com or 
the Empire State Purchas-
ing System at:  www.empir-
estatebidsystem.com   
Americans with Disabilities 
Act Notice: to request ac-
commodations for a disabil-
ity, please contact Ann 
Marie Curley, 4 days in ad-
vance, at (845) 364-3820.
County of Rockland, 
Pomona, NY 10970
Paul Brennan, CPPO, 
Director of Purchasing
Dated: 4/25/18

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
The following solicitations 
will be received by the Di-
rector of Purchasing, for the 
County of Rockland, Bldg. 
A, 2nd Floor, 50 Sanatori-
um Rd. Pomona, NY10970: 

RFB-RC-2018-048
Chemicals-Install and 
Operate Odor Control 
System, Furnish Non-

Hazardous, Non-Corrosive
Chemicals

Pre-Bid/Site Visit:
5/9/18@10:00am
Performance Test: 

Deadline 5/18/18@5:00pm
Opening: 9/13/18@3:00 pm

RFB-RC-2018-052
Generators-Preventive 

Maintenance and Repair
Opening: 5/10/18@3:00 pm

RFB-RC-2018-056
Dewatering Container 
Rental, Hauling and 

Disposal of Sewer Grit
Opening: 5/3/18@3:00 pm

SUBSCRIBE TO

OUR TOWN NEWS
Visit www.ourtownnews.com

Pearl River Middle School celebrated their 50th Anniversary with
a day-long celebration of the past and present. Former middle
school teachers and alumni came to speak to 5th, 6th and 7th
grade classes about their experiences in PRMS. Students also
had an opportunity to ask questions about what it was like going to
school as far back as the 60’s in some cases. A video presentation
took the audience back to 1968, when the middle school first
opened. Each grade also filled a time capsule with memorabilia.
Three former PRMS principals and numerous retired faculty and
staff joined the celebration with current faculty and staff in the
afternoon. 

Middle School principals picture (l-r): Salvatore Sansone , Pearl Solomon , Maria Paese
and Frank Auriemma.

ABOVE: Staff, faculty and alumni from the Pearl River Middle School going back half a century reunite at the 50th anniversary celebration.

Pearl River Middle School
marks 50th anniversary



FYI
■ Religious Education Faith Formation program
(CCD) at Immaculate Conception Church, 211
Summit St., Norwood, will accept registrations
for grades 1 through 7 for 2018-2019 school year.
Forms available online. Registrations: $50 per
student, maximum of $150 per family. Re-regis-
trants must register by June 15th. Families new to
the program or re-registrants with one or more
new children entering the program must submit
registrations in person. Call Louise Lucivero at
201.768,1600.

2nd Tue each month 
■ Master Dzieci will present personal transfor-
mation and a presentation with a half-hour work-
shop from 7 to 7:30 p.m. at Christ Church,
Sparkill. Actors will share inner practices and
entail a Hebrew chant. Suggested donation: $15.
Reservations unnecessary, call 845.359.2858 for
more details. 

■ Free monthly food swap is set at 6:30 p.m. in
back of Piermont Reformed Church, 361 Ferdon
Ave., Piermont. Call 845.268.2990 for more
information. This event will run through through
Dec.

■ Tappan senior’s meetings will be set at Manse
Barn, 32 Old Tappan Rd., Tappan on the 1st and
3rd Tue of each month. Call Marilyn Grosbeck,
president, at 845.359.0308 for more information.

■ Pearl River Library will feature Stories, Songs
and Silliness with Miss Sarah for children not yet
age 2 accompanied by a caregiver. No registra-
tion; just come in Mon from 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

■ Pearl River Library provides a state-of-the-art
digital scanning system for free public use. Scan
documents or photos.

■ Join in every Tue from 11 a.m. to noon at
Orangeburg Library for a casual conversational
class to improve their English speaking skills. The
ESL class focuses on speaking and listening
skills. Call 845.359.2244 ext. 10 to register.

■ The Learning Lab at Pearl River Public Library
presents Computer Coding and Website building,
digital photography, an Intro to Google, Chess
Club, Math Club, YA Book Club, Teen Tech
Tutors, Memoir Writing for seniors, Teen Writing
and more for children to seniors. Programs are
free; registration is available in person or online at
the library website.

■ Claire’s Cove Thrift Shop of St. Francis of
Assisi Church, 128 Parrott Rd., West Nyack has
served the community for 20 years and is open
Thu, Fri, and Sat from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. during
business hours. Ph. 834.638.2892

■ Pearl River Senior’s Club of Orangetown wel-
comes new members age 60 and over at Beth Am
Temple, 60 East Madison Ave. Call Marie Taylor
at 845.735.6102 for information.

■ Orangetown, Nyack Senior Citizens Club
meets every 2nd and 4th Wed in St. Ann’s school
cafeteria, 32 Jefferson St. Enter at the rear from
the school parking lot. Orangetown residents age 
60 and over that don’t belong to another
Orangetown senior club will be welcome to join.

Every Tue
■ Rockland Cadet Squadron of Civil Air Patrol,
an Auxiliary of USAF, enables members to per-
form valuable community service, attain aero-
space knowledge, skills, participate in emergency
services while developing the discipline needed
to lead and excel. Meet at 
7 p.m. at the Challenger Center, 
Rt. 59, Airmont. Call Major Joan Lee,
Commander 845.304.4669 for more information.

■ Pearl River Library will host Code Club -
Beginners - Intermediate from 4:15 to 5 p.m.
Register online or at the library website.

■ Sit and knit club meets at Nanuet Public
Library from 7 to 8:45 p.m. (not on the 4th Tue).
Participants who started a knitting project may
join a casual and crafty club for people who
know how to knit but need assistance. No regis-
tration necessary

■ Walking Club meets every Tue at 1:30 p.m at
the front entrance of Orangeburg Library for a 60-
minute walk on the Joseph B. Clarke Rail Trail.

Every Wed
■ Pearl River Library hosts a Math Club for teens
and tweens from 5 to 6 p.m. Visit their website or
register at the reference desk.

■ Angel’s Attic Thrift Store is open for shopping
and donations from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m., Thu 10 a.m.
to noon and Sat 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at United
Methodist Church, 76 Congers Rd., New City.
Parking is in the rear. There will be used clothing,
household items; proceeds support relief efforts
and colleges here and in Africa. 

Every Thu
■ Orangeburg Library presents Storytime with
Miss Kimberly from 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. for ages
3 to 5., Thu, 10:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. To register
call 845.359.2244 ext. 10.

■ Pearl River Library presents Teen Library
Council to meet over pizza and brainstorm about
the future of the library from 5 to 6 p.m. Register
at the Reference Desk or online at their website.

■ Learn basic Chinese for reading and writing
with Wei Nitopi. Class is offered every Mon in the
Board Room of Orangeburg Library from 11:30
to 12:30 p.m. This is a beginner class for adults.

■ The Walking Club meets every Tuesday at 1:30
p.m. at the front entrance of Orangeburg Library
for a 60-minute walk on the Joseph B. Clarke Rail
Trail.

Wed, Apr 25
■ Dominican Sisters of Sparkill will host a free
lecture featuring Robert Ellsberg entitled Dorothy
Day, Oscar Romero, and New Faces of Holiness
from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at 175 Route 340, Sparkill.
Registration is required call 845.359.4136.

Thu, Apr 26
■ Frank Sinatra’s Concert Albums from the
1950s is set at 7 p.m. at New City Library. When
Sinatra joined Capital Records, he pioneered the
practice of selecting an album theme and match-
ing it with coordinating songs. Presenter Floyd
Lapp shares his music collection and knowledge
of this music. Ph. 845.634.4997 for more infor-
mation.   

Fri, Apr 27
■ Wine, Poetry & Music celebrate
National Poetry Month at DePew
House with a reading by
Orangetown Poet Laureate, Rose
Marie Raccioppi, and live per-
formance by harpist, Barbara Allen
5:30 to 7 p.m. hosted by
Orangeburg Library and
Orangetown Historical Museum &
Archives. Wine and cheese served.
DePew House located at 196 Chief
Bill Harris Way. Call
845.359.2244 ext.18 to register.

Sun, Apr 29
■ Orangeburg Library will
demonstrate how to prepare India
cooking with Anupama Amaran.
Prepare chicken biryani and other
well-known Indian side dishes, $5
per person. To register call
845.359.2244 ext. 18.

Wed, May 2
■ One on One Interview and
resume reviews is set at Tappan
Library at 11 a.m. Sign up for a 30
minute one-on-one session with a
career counselor. Pre-registration
required; pre-register online at
www.taplib.org or call 359-3877
for more information.

Sat, May 5
■ Book Discussion: To The Bright
Edge of the World is set at 1 p.m. at
Tappan Library by Eowyn Ivey.
Call 359-3877 for more informa-

tion.

Sat, May 5 and Sun May 6
■ Blauvelt Free Library presents the 6th Annual
Blauvelt Community Yard Sale, The Western
Highway Roundup, rain or shine at local homes
not the library in which upwards of 40 houses par-
ticipate each year, and appear on a free treasure
map available in print online at www.blauvelt-
freelibrary.org on May 1. On the back is a listing
of merchandise sellers plan to offer. Residents
will be given a free lawn sign; call
845.359.2811 for details. 

Tue May 8
■ New City Library will host DNA
Testing for Genealogy Research at 7 p.m.
Learn how a DNA test can power up your
research. Presented by Nora Glavin, certi-
fied genealogist.

Wed, May 9
■ New City Library will present photog-
rapher and anthropologist Barry Kass who
will guide visitors on a virtual truck tour of
this North African desert at 2 p.m. 

Fri, May 11
■ New City Library will present  Share,
Listen, Learn. Delve into selections from
their oral history collection featuring audio
clips of local residents at 2 p.m

Sun, May 20
■ Grace Episcopal Church, Nyack,  will
host a tag sale to benefit senior youth
group's upcoming service trip from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. at 30 First Ave.  

Tue May 22
■ Getting Started: Brick Wall Genealogy
Roundtable is set at New City Library at 7
p.m. At this annual GSRC event, members
will be on hand to present the essentials
needed to research census, cemetery and
vital records. Free handouts will be given. 

Sun, May 27
■ New City Library will host an outdoor
concert: Big Band Sound at 2 p.m. This 20
piece orchestra recreates the swinging
sounds of the Big Band Era. Bring
chairs/blankets. In the event of inclement
weather, concert will be moved indoors.

Tue, May 29,
■ Hillburn schools will feature Film: 2 at
7 p.m., Thurgood Marshall comes to
Hillburn when the small village finds itself

at the center of a major civil rights case.
Documentary filmmaker Joe Allen will take ques-
tions after the screening. 

Wed, May 30
■ New City Library presents Backyard Farming
7 p.m. featuring Anthony Bracco of Bracco
Farms in Orange County who will describe how
to adapt small naturally-grown farm methods in
your own garden. 
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THE HAPPY
HELPERS

Essential
Event Staff

Mary O’Sullivan

845.735-9527845.735-9527
914.584-8280914.584-8280

THE HAPPY
HELPERS

• Professional Waitstaff
• Experienced Barstaff

and Grillers
• Call to discuss your

next party

Community Calendar

Morning Music Club
marks 94 years,

looks forward
to annual

scholarship
concert

The Morning Music Club
(MMC) recently ended their sea-
son at the Rockland
Conservatory of Music  in Pearl
River with a concert of selec-
tions from ‘Bach to Bernstein’.

President of MMC, Evelyn
Beckerle,pointed out that the
club was established in 1924,
and after 94 years is still going
strong as Rockland County’s

oldest musical organization.
MMC continues its tradition of
bringing classical and modern
music at no cost to the local
community.  As an all volunteer
organization serving the county
through its concert series, holi-
day chorus, music scholarship
awards program, and outreach
program, it brings live music to
non-profit and charitable organi-
zations such as The Bobby

Lewis Center, Rockland
Psychiatric Center, Camp
Venture Nanuet, The Promenade
at Blue Hill, Association for the
Visually Impaired, ARC, Head
Start of Rockland Programs in
Haverstraw and Nyack,  and sev-
eral others who might otherwise
be deprived of quality music. 

The next Morning Music Club
event will be the May 22

Scholarship Recital featuring
MMC’s high school scholarship
awardees. It will be held at the
Nauraushaun Presbyterian
Church, 51 Sickletown Road,
Pearl River beginning at 7:30
pm.  This year the club is  able to
provide seven scholarships to
musically talented Rockland
County students for a total value
of $12,000.
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Continued from Page 4
with a doorbell camera was crystal clear of a per-
son suspected of being in the act of perpetrating
a crime. 

Walker said that in the past, while the grainy
images might not be useful in identifying some-
one, “a picture or image is better than not having
one at all.” He said sometimes something in the
picture can give the police a tip or insight into the
identity of the suspect.

The registry surveillance camera images, aside
from being useful in catching a suspect, can also
be used in court, he said. “Once we have an
image, our detectives follow a policy and proce-
dure to make sure we have a chain of evidence so
it can be used in the prosecution.”

Asked if there could be a charge of withhold-
ing evidence if someone refused to allow images
from their private surveillance camera to be used
by the police, Walker said no because there is no
way that the police could prove that the camera
was on, that it actually captured any image. “In
order to use this in court we have to make sure
that everything falls into place, the date is cor-
rect, the time is correct. We can’t have a faulty
camera system image introduced in court
because it could be inadmissible or easily defeat-
ed by the defense.” He emphasized that the use
of the cameras is completely voluntary so that
everything could be checked out. 

“If we have on the registry a camera that is
across the street from where a crime has taken
place, the detectives will look in the registry con-
tact the owner and go over and explain why they
want to look at footage giving the date and time
and ask permission. At no time is the person
required to grant access to the surveillance sys-
tem.” He said if police notice a surveillance cam-
era during a crime investigation they will ask the
owner if they would like to include their camera
on the registry.

Could incriminate the innocent
With so many surveillance cameras, it could be

possible for someone completely innocent of any
involvement with a crime in progress might have
his or her image caught along with the perpetra-
tor. Sgt. Walker said that if that image was to be
released to the public, “we would shade out that
individual, we would make sure that the non-par-
ticipant would not have his or her identity of face
revealed to the public.”

Another fear people might have been installa-
tion of remote access. “We have no remote
access nor are we asking for remote access to
anyone’s camera systems. This is not big brother
trying to get into your home and see what’s going
on. This is more about creating an efficient use of
our resources by continuing to develop a part-
nership between the community and the police
department.

So far, the inventory has not been helpful in
investigations as it’s only about two weeks old,
said Walker.

Not so on the county level as Rockland County
District Attorney Thomas Zugibe said. “The
District Attorney’s Office regularly uses this type
of evidence in prosecutions, and often obtains
favorable plea agreements from defendants once
they realize there is video evidence of their
crimes.”

In an email in response to questions asked by
Our Town.

Zugibe said, “Depending on the circum-
stances, video from residents and business own-
ers of their own property and public streets, as
well as publicly viewable areas of other private
properties, are admissible, even over any ‘right
to privacy’ arguments. Further, in general, sus-
pects and defendants cannot assert somebody
else’s privacy rights in order to protect them-
selves.

“Generally, a person has no expectation of pri-
vacy when walking on a public street and give up
their privacy right to be identified on video if

they enter somebody else’s private property, cer-
tainly if they do so to commit a crime.

“I do not recall a case where a legally obtained
surveillance video of a business, residence or
public place was ruled inadmissible because of
privacy issues.”

Asked about how long surveillance camera
images are kept if they are used in the apprehen-
sion of conviction of a perpetrator as well as for
someone who was caught on the camera who
was not a participant in any crime and no ele-
ment of the crime was part of the image, D.A.
Zugibe said, “The law mandates that we keep all
evidence used in a case for differing periods of
time, from a few years up until forever, depend-
ing primarily on the nature and seriousness of the
crime. The District Attorney’s Office would not
keep as evidence a video with no evidentiary
value, and so an image with just nonparticipants
would generally not be kept, although there may
be some rare exceptions.

“In general, any record kept by any arm of the
government is theoretically subject to FOIL.
There are numerous exceptions to the general
rule mandating disclosure, and the answer would
depend on many different factors.”

So, wherever you go, don’t be surprised if
someone says, “Smile, you’re on surveillance
camera.”

Clarkstown
seeks
to join Sheriff
in surveillance
camera network

Student
athletes
pass
the word
on drugs,
alcohol 

Tappan Zee HS
VAASA (Varsity
Athletes Against
Substance Abuse)
students, in conjunc-
tion with the health
department at
SOMS visited the
7th & 8th grades to
describe how alco-
hol and drugs affect
athletic perform-
ance.  Students visit-
ed the classes of
Health teachers
Vikki Shaw, Chris
Rastelli, Joe Napoli
& Frank O’Reilly and
discussed the

thoughts and questions about the transition
into high school, peer pressure, and sub-
stance abuse.  This has been deemed a
successful program in the past and a
rewarding experience for both the student
athletes and the middle school students.? 


