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The start of a new school year hardly needs
any additional hype. But there it was anyway:
The Great American Eclipse, Aug. 21 – also
the first day of undergraduate classes on the
Wingate campus.

Want to make your first day of college
classes memorable? Sear a retina.

Luckily, there were no reports of eclipse
blindness on any of the University’s three
campuses. Wingate made it easy for students to
(safely) experience the first solar eclipse to
make landfall only in America since the U.S.
gained its independence in 1776. The University
supplied every student and employee with a free
pair of eclipse glasses and set up solar telescopes
in the Academic Quad, where the moon blocked
out 98% of the sun. The Quad was packed for
the viewing party, and other students and
employees watched from in front of the Stegall
Administration Building.

Thousands showed up in Ballantyne (98.4%
blockage) for a WU-sponsored viewing party.
After all, we were promised that the eclipse was
an event not to be missed.

And it was. The unique experience
brought a distinct buzz to campus and

provided a needed break after a
hectic summer and an emotional
move-in day. As a filter-like shadow
gradually dimmed the afternoon
sunshine, cicadas started to rev up
their engines, streetlights came on
and the green-and-white “Star -
bucks” sign on the Dickson-Palmer
Center building suddenly glowed
much brighter. Seeing the moon
gradually eat into the sun was
unusually satisfying.

As the peak occurred and the
moon steadily made its way out of
our view of the sun, there were nods
of approval and chatter about the
wonders of the cosmos. But overall
there seemed to be a sense of “is that
all there is?” to the afternoon. From
what I’ve heard from friends who
ventured south or west to view
totality, 99% coverage makes you say,
“That’s pretty neat,” while totality
brings tears to your eyes.

A much more welcome sense of
“is that all there is?” occurred four
days earlier. Freshman move-in day
came and went without incident,
even though close to 500 more first-
timers arrived this year than last.

Internally, the hype had built up
throughout the summer, as the total
number of new students who had
sent in deposits kept rising. Eight
fifty. Nine fifty. More than a thousand.
The numbers were eye-opening.
There was a constant buzz as it

became clear that we were going to
(sorry about this) eclipse all previous
enrollment records.

It also meant we were undoubt -
edly in for headaches come move-in
day and beyond. How would we move
so many through the check-in process
and get all their stuff into the dorms
without getting anyone trampled?
How would we feed and house all
these people? How would we instruct
them adequately in crowded
classrooms? Where in the world
would they park?

Well, move-in day came and
went with a shrug, and a few days
later classes started with only an
afternoon eclipse to make it anything
other than a normal day on campus.
Planning and hard work over the
summer paid off big-time.

There will certainly be the odd
grumble about waiting longer than
usual in the dining hall, or having to
park in an overflow lot. That’s OK.
Complaining about logistics is a time-
honored college tradition. But overall
it’s a positive thing that more people
are getting to reap the benefits of a
Wingate University education. At a
time when many universities are
struggling, we’re growing – faster
than we imagined we could.

So don’t throw away those
eclipse glasses just yet. The future’s
pretty bright. �

WINGATE TODAY

Chuck Gordon  

From the Editor 
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HEADS IN THE CLOUD

Students burst through veils of colored 

chalk during the Blue and Gold run on May 4, 

2017. The 5K run was part of SpringGate, an 

annual week-long series of events that give 

students an opportunity to blow off steam before 

final exams. See pages 8-9 for more on SpringGate. 

(And May the Fourth be with you.)
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just wanted to thank you for the quality of the Wingate
Today magazine. You and your staff are to be commended.
The cover of the spring 2017 magazine brought a smile to
my face today when it arrived in the mail. There in the
center of the cover was a young man with long hair. Why did

this bring a smile to me?

When I graduated from Wingate Junior College in 1970, this young
man would not have been allowed to remain on campus due to his long
hair. Yes, we have come a long way. Back then, long hair reminded people
of a “hippie” and a person who might protest the Viet Nam War. They
might even take drugs and advocate free love. Yes, it was the hair that
caused this, right.

I am so glad our country and Wingate University have matured over
time. Maybe now a young man will be judged according to his character
rather than his long hair. Keep up the good work; Wingate is a wonderful
university, and the professors back in 1968-1970 were outstanding.

I went on to earn degrees at Appalachian State University and the
University of South Carolina. Wingate College provided the foundation for
me and resulted in a long career in public education that I really enjoyed.
I will always remember Wingate with fond memories, and I will always
appreciate what the many people at Wingate did for me.

Gordon Correll, class of 1970
Salisbury, NC
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Wingate has a long history of serving the
community. In fact, service is an integral part of
our motto: Faith, Knowledge, Service.

You could say it’s in our DNA. Wingate
School was founded in 1896 to serve the counties
of Union (in North Carolina) and Chesterfield (in
South Carolina) by providing educational
opportunities to young people before publicly
funded education was available to all.

Since those grammar-school days – as
we’ve evolved gradually into a university – we
have provided Union and surrounding counties
with a steady supply of teachers, ministers,
bankers and entrepreneurs. In that way, we
have contributed to the region for 120 years,
providing an educated workforce that has raised
the standard of living for many.

The second part of your question is a little
different but does go hand-in-hand.

My first job here, back when I was an ideal -
istic young grad with an English degree and a
mustache, was to implement UCAN, a commu -
nity-service organization.

We initiated an annual Earth Day
celebration, staffed what was the “winter

shelter” at night and served meals
there, helped start Habitat for
Humanity in the community, tutored
young kids and did odd jobs for older
community members.

That tradition continues today.
Every year, I’m amazed to see
hundreds of Wingate students and
employees fan out across Union
County to clean out gutters, install
wheelchair ramps and plant trees as
part of the United Way Day of
Caring. This year more than 350
University volunteers (faculty, staff,
and students) joined in the fun.

That these Bulldogs gladly
sacrifice a precious Saturday lie-in to
make their community a better place
is no accident. It’s the kind of com -
munity involvement that is integral to
being a Wingate student. We make
such opportunities available – the
annual Day of Service, the W’Engage
program, the community garden – and
our students jump at them.

Recently, we’ve been combining
the two missions of educating the
populace and doing hands-on service
work. If we’re teaching the next
generation and serving the
community already, why not do both
at the same time?

The result is what we like to call
a “laboratory of difference-making.”
What that means is that we provide
opportunities for our students to put

their classroom learning to use in a
real-world setting – one that just
happens to benefit the community.

For example, Community
Health Services of Union County
runs a free clinic in Monroe that
provides medical treatment to
diabetes patients. In the past year,
45 people associated with the
University volunteered or interned
at the clinic. They help with real
patients in a real medical setting.
Such hands-on learning enables
students to better retain what they
learn from textbooks and lectures
while benefiting the community.

Dr. Roy Blank, medical director
of our Physician Assistant Studies
program, is a tireless promoter of the
clinic. He helped convince me that,
even beyond the many volunteer
hours Wingate students and
employees put in at the clinic, there
was a greater opportunity there. At
his insistence, Wingate is now
providing the clinic with a full-time
physician assistant.

When the expertise being
acquired in the classroom aligns with
the needs of the community, it’s a
perfect opportunity for students, and
the University as a whole, to carry
out their good work. �

Got a question for the president? 
E-mail c.gordon@wingate.edu.

W
“How is Wingate University contributing to the surrounding area and getting students

and faculty to feel a sense of community involvement?” – Maria Simpson Jennings ’00  
Question: 

Every year, scores of Wingate

students volunteer during the

University’s annual One Day, One Dog

Day of Service.

mailto:c.gordon@wingate.edu
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As classes wrap up and another academic year
ends, students always look forward to the pressure
release offered by SpringGate. A week of events,
free food, fun activities and concerts, SpringGate
helps students mentally refuel before final exams.
Favorites this year included Bulldog Battleship, the
Blue and Gold Run, the Holi Festival and a concert
by the rapper Waka Flocka Flame.



D
r. Jessie Wright Martin has gotten great
response from alumni for Wingate Opera’s 10th

anniversary performance during Homecoming
weekend Nov. 3-4. But perhaps the best

indication of the success of the program can be found in
the names of those who won’t be there.

Ethan Greene ’14 regretfully declined. He’s
appearing in a performance of “Little Women” for
Annapolis Opera in Maryland that weekend, and he
apologized for missing the reunion. “I said, ‘Ethan, that’s
exactly why we started the opera program: so people like
you could have a career,” says Martin, professor of voice
and director of Wingate Opera.

The program started in 2008 with a spring
performance of scenes from various operas and a fall
performance of “Hansel and Gretel.” This fall, about 40
alums will return to perform scenes from operas the
program has produced over the years.

The alumni performances will constitute the tail end
of a double bill, with current students starting things off
with the second act of “The Marriage of Figaro.” Show
times are Friday, Nov. 3, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, Nov.
4, at 2:30 p.m. All performances will be held in the Batte
Center’s McGee Theatre and will close with a rousing all-
cast (current students and alumni) rendition of Brindisi

(The Drinking Song) from the opera “La Traviata.”
Martin arrived on campus in 2007 to teach voice, but

she soon found that one of her tasks was to start an opera
program. She promptly e-mailed all music majors to see who
was interested in attending a series of exploratory opera
workshops and was surprised when she got 25 replies.

The program has only grown since then. “Other schools
that are bigger than us fight to get maybe 10 people in their
opera program,” she says. “Regularly, I have 25 to 35, and
I’ve had as many as 45 people in the program.”

Martin doesn’t turn anyone away, though of course not
everyone gets a starring role. Each fall Wingate Opera puts
on a major production – alternating between opera and light
opera – and then in the spring Martin puts on a production
of “opera scenes.”

The result is better prepared students, Martin says. At
larger schools, most of the plum roles go to graduate
students, but at Wingate sometimes freshmen even get
starring roles. “Over the years, some students get to sing a
principle role their entire time here,” Martin says. “If they’re
going to go off to graduate school, they’re going to have a lot
more experience performing.”

Many of them will be back to show off their skills next
month.

Wingate Opera alums return 
for 10th-year anniversary

Batte Center
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11Midtown Men bring 
music of the ’60s to life

N
early a decade ago, the original cast
of “Jersey Boys” left the Tony Award-
winning production. But having
already developed a side gig

performing first at promotional events and later
at private parties, the quartet realized they
wanted to keep the momentum going.

Since 2009, they’ve toured the country as
the Midtown Men, performing a variety of songs
from the 1960s in a high-energy show. “The
only way I can encompass what we do in one
word is ‘entertainer,’” says Christian Hoff, who
won a Tony Award for his portrayal of singer
Tommy DeVito in “Jersey Boys.”

Hoff and the rest of the Midtown Men
headline The Batte Center Presents’ 2017-2018
season of concerts and shows. The Midtown
Men will perform on Oct. 21 at 8 p.m. in the
Batte Center’s McGee Theatre.

Musical performers this season include
guitar virtuoso Leo Kottke, folk group The
Wailin’ Jennys, the Julian Bliss Septet,
classical-music act the American Spiritual
Ensemble, and bluegrass group Balsam Range.
Other acts and shows include the Mystical Arts
of Tibet, and Pinkalicious, the Musical.

Hoff says Midtown Men shows encompass a
wide range of music – essentially, they’re a
cross-section of the ’60s pop scene. The group is
likely to play songs by the Everly Brothers, the

Beatles and the Beach Boys, Motown
hits, and classics from Stax Records.
“We literally cover it all – as much as
we can in an hour and a half,” Hoff
says. “Can you imagine us trying to
figure out our set list every night?”

Performing as the Midtown Men
has been somewhat freeing for Hoff,
who spent three years playing
DeVito, a member of Frankie Valli
and the Four Seasons, in “Jersey
Boys.” Now, he and his bandmates
get to be themselves – or a version of
themselves – on stage.

Hoff says that comes through in
the show, especially when they mix
things up by varying the set list.

“We’re not just a tribute band
that goes through the motions,” he
says. “This is an experience. Unless
we’re feeling it too, we can’t be at the
top of the game where people go,
‘That was unique. That was special.’”

Show times and ticket prices
vary for the Batte Center Presents
season. For more information,
contact the Batte Center box office
at 704-233-8300 or visit
www.battecenter.org. �

The Batte Center 
Presents

Sept. 22 @ 8 p.m. 
The Mayhem Poets

Oct. 21 @ 8 p.m.
The Midtown Men

Nov. 10 @ 8 p.m.
An Evening with 

Leo Kottke

Nov. 17 @ 7 p.m.
Mystical Arts of Tibet

Jan. 26 @ 8 p.m.
American Spiritual 

Ensemble

Feb. 2 @ 8 p.m.
The Wailin’ Jennys

Feb. 18 @ 3 p.m.
Pinkalicious, 
the Musical

Feb. 25 @ 3 p.m.
A Tribute to 

Benny Goodman: 
The Julian Bliss 

Septet

March 23 @ 8 p.m.
Balsam Range

battecenter.org

http://www.battecenter.org
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Wingate made room for this fall’s huge freshman class by conferring 675 degrees in the past academic year.

At Spring Commencement 2017, 455 students walked across the stage in the Academic Quadrangle to

receive a degree. David W. Neu, a retired pharmaceutical executive who in the past five years has become a

Wingate University benefactor, gave the Commencement address. He urged graduates to be “fearless.”

Saturday, May 20, 2017 
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T
he first time Kaitlyn Brunworth went
overseas to help with a service project,
she made the experience her own.

For years, she had helped a local youth soccer
club in her native Colorado collect used cleats
and equipment to send to children in
impoverished areas of the world. During her
senior year of high school, the club was heading
overseas for the first time – to South Africa – to
deliver the donated equipment and conduct
soccer clinics.

“At the time, I needed to complete a high-
school senior project,” Brunworth says. “I was
like, ‘I want to hold a medical clinic while we’re
there and see how it goes.’”

So she did. That’s kind of how Brunworth
goes about life: powering straight ahead, with an
expectation that it will all work out. Last fall,
despite being a starter on Wingate University’s
women’s soccer team and trying to maintain her
perfect 4.0 grade-point average, Brunworth
decided she wanted to go on a medical mission
trip to Peru. So she started a club.

Brunworth enlisted the help of her soccer
teammate Alexis Jones and Dr. Melissa Fox,
assistant professor of biology, to launch a
Wingate chapter of MEDLIFE (Medicine,
Education and Development for Low-Income
Families Everywhere). In March, Brunworth,
Jones and five other Wingate students – plus
Brunworth’s mother – spent a week in Peru

helping in a medical clinic and building a
staircase in one of the steep shantytowns on the
outskirts of Peru’s capital, Lima.

The conditions in the shantytowns were
difficult for Brunworth to take in. “It’s tough. It
was hard to see all of that,” she says. “But it felt
good really good to know that we’re getting to
the root of some problems here.”

Brunworth’s resume would stand out even
without her problem-solving volunteer work:
four-time all-South Atlantic Conference, second-
team All-America, three-time Academic
All-America, SAC Scholar-Athlete, Geddings
Award winner, Burris Award winner. She scored
in the 97th percentile on the Medical College
Admission Test, and at the senior Honors and
Awards banquet in late April Brunworth won
both the biology award and the Spanish award.

But her dedication to improving society –
the local community and the wider world –
makes her something special. During her time at
Wingate, Brunworth was a Gateway 101 Peer
Mentor, served as a head assistant in the biology
lab, participated in United Way Day of Caring
and volunteered at a local medical clinic.

She also traveled – a lot. She spent a
month in a language-immersion program in
Costa Rica. She went to Cambodia with
W’International. She even picked up a minor – 
in international studies, naturally – just so she
could earn academic credits while spending a

semester studying in Spain. Also, during winter
break as a freshman, she tagged along with a
friend from another university as that school’s
Students Serving Honduras group did volunteer
work in Central America.

“I just have a million things I want to do
with my life, so I’ve got to cram as much in as I
can,” she says.

More than Band-Aids
Lima’s shantytowns are expansive and growing
in a country where about a third of the
population is below the poverty line. “You would
get on top of a hill and look at all these shanties,
and then you looked out in the distance and it
was just hill after hill, covered,” Brunworth says.

The problem, as Brunworth explains it, is
that the shantytowns are not recognized by the
Peruvian government as actual communities,
and therefore the inhabitants do not have
access to the otherwise free health care
provided by the government. But once one of the
collections of shacks has a staircase and a road,
she says, it becomes an official entity.

So, over spring break, Brunworth and her
Wingate friends built a staircase. They also
helped nurses give screenings for breast cancer
and other diseases. “They would mark anybody
who had a serious problem, and when our
volunteer group would leave, the nurses would
go back and find them and link them up with the
insurance Peru already has, help them get the
care that already exists,” Brunworth says.

Brunworth could appreciate the attempt by
MEDLIFE to make long-lasting changes in Peru.
During her first foray into volunteerism – the
medical clinic she set up in South Africa –
Brunworth was distraught by what she
considered the hopelessness of the situation. For
three days, Brunworth, a nurse and other
volunteers disinfected wounds, handed out pain
relievers and removed stitches and casts.
Brunworth was happy to do that much, but the
experience also left her feeling somewhat
despondent.

“It was so frustrating, because we were
one little group,” she says. “We were not really
making a difference. That’s what I learned there.
The kids walking in have AIDS. There’s nothing
we can do. We’re not curing them. It was so sad.
It was so hard. That was brutal.”

That’s why Brunworth plans to focus on
education in her next service project – whenever

A standout on the field and in the classroom,
Brunworth makes helping others a priority 

DIFFERENCE MAKERS 

L E A D E R

C o n t i n u e d  o n  p 1 4
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R Grants and scholarships
are awarded to students
for international learning
experiences. Wingate
International Grant for
Students (WINGS) provides
financial assistance to
qualified students for
semester or shorter-term
study-abroad opportunities.
Grants are competitive and
based on financial need
and student merit.



that is. First comes medical school at the
University of Colorado, where she started in
August. Brunworth chose the school in part
because it is close to her hometown of
Littleton. It also offers a Global Health Track,
which provides opportunities for students
interested in international health care.

That’s right up Brunworth’s alley.
Brunworth’s travels – especially those with
a service angle – have convinced her that
Band-Aids are not the answer. When she
next dives headfirst into a service project,
she wants it to lay the groundwork for
significant, long-lasting change.

“Medicine and education are such
basic things in life,” she says. “You need
those to go on and contribute to society.”

Brunworth took plenty of initiative
during her time at Wingate, but she says the
University was instrumental in creating an
environment in which students can
succeed. “I’m so happy I chose Wingate,”
she says. “Everything about it. The
community mainly. The friends that I made.
I’m so connected to professors. I can go up
to Dr. Fox and say, ‘Would you mind helping
me start a club?’ And she just says, ‘Sure!’

“Coming out of here, I know that if I
want to get something done, ever, I just
need to get myself to the right people and
show them that I want to do this. ‘I want to
study abroad.’ ‘I want to start this club.’
They’ll help you figure it out.”

—Chuck Gordon 

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p 1 314
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“What are you going to do when you get out 
of college?”

For most of his time at Wingate University,
it was a question that Austin Greeson didn’t
necessarily want to hear.

“I really never knew what to say,” Greeson
says. “So for four years, my answer would be,
‘Well, I’m majoring in religious studies and
minoring in Spanish, so maybe I’ll be a missionary
in a Spanish-speaking country.’”

In August, he did just that. Greeson and his
wife, Laura, moved to the Dominican Republic to
work for Freedom International Ministries.

“It ended up happening, and that’s where
I’m headed. We’re going to be there as long as
God wants us there,” says a smiling Greeson, a
self-described “plant nerd” and a track and
cross-country athlete with an affinity for construc -
tion work and a passion for serving others.

“I’ve grown up being a server,” he says.
“My parents instilled that into me.”

Greeson says that for several years his
family has taken time out each summer to work
on Mission Serve construction projects all over
the eastern United States.

“It might be houses that need a roof or a
handicapped ramp or need painting,” he says.
“It’s a way of using construction as an avenue to
share my faith with the homeowners. That’s
what gave me a love for missions.”

A Fellowship of Christian Athletes leader in
his high school in Burlington, North Carolina,
Greeson became the FCA captain for cross
country and track when he came to Wingate,
leading devotions and Bible studies. He says
volunteering for United Way’s Day of Caring,

working with Habitat for Humanity and helping
with One Day, One Dog projects came naturally
for him.

He was also drawn to the University’s
motto of “Faith, Knowledge, Service.”

“I really felt like that was already the kind
of student I was, but even more I wanted to
totally embody that motto,” he says.

Initially planning to attend a large, state-
supported school, Greeson says he’s glad a visit
to Wingate in the spring of his senior year of
high school changed his mind. He remembers
having lunch with the track coach and Dane
Jordan, minister to students, and realizing he
had found the right fit.

“I knew that if I went to a big school, I
wouldn’t have had the minister to students come
and meet with me. Then the coach got to know
me on a personal level,” he says. “Because of the
smallness and closeness at Wingate, it allowed
me to have a bigger impact and not get lost in the
chaos of the numbers. It showed me I could have
an impact on others around me in a big way.”

Considering other perspectives
Early in his freshman year, Greeson found his
voice on the cross-country team, speaking up to
seniors about goal-setting and realizing that he
could make a difference. As a resident assistant
his sophomore year, he says, he loved building
relationships and a sense of community among
fellow students. He also realized that Wingate
was making a difference in him.

“Coming to Wingate, I was kind of a
closed-minded student. I had my beliefs and I
didn’t want to hear about anybody else’s. That’s

how I came in, but coming out there’s been a
complete transformation,” Greeson says. “Now,
I’ve learned to dialogue with other people. I love
being able to sit down and hear their
perspective. It’s not compromise, because I
won’t compromise on my beliefs, but it’s about
being able to build relationship.”

He believes God will use the openness he
gained at Wingate in the Dominican Republic.

“I think He’s definitely going to use it,
because I won’t only be in a different culture but
a whole different way of life,” Greeson says.
“Before, I might have gone in with the mindset of
‘y’all are doing that wrong,’ but now God is going
to be able to use me because my mindset will be
‘Oh, so this is the way you are doing this. Let’s
see how we can use this way of doing things to
glorify God.’”

The Greesons spent a week at the Freedom
International campus in Ramon Santana in
January. One of the ministry’s goals is disciple -
ship, which is one of Greeson’s strengths. The
ministry needs construction workers, an area
he’s familiar with from his Mission Serve work,
and is starting a sports program – again, right
up Greeson’s alley.

Education is also a Freedom International
priority. The ministry has opened a school for the
children living in the “bateyes,” primitive villages
deep within thousands of acres of sugar cane.
Laura Greeson is an elementary teacher. 

“It was amazing to see the impact that
Freedom has had on these children already,”
Austin says, reflecting on their time there 
in January.

The couple is working to raise the financial
support they’ll need, with plans to move by the
end of summer, and Austin is researching even
more ways that he can help meet the needs he’s
seen on the island’s interior, where electricity
and clean water are scarce.

The ministry uses solar energy to provide
limited power to its buildings (no crock-pots or
hair-dryers allowed). Greeson would like to see
solar panels and clean-water wells in the center
of each village.

“Cholera is a huge problem in the
Dominican Republic because of the water,” he
says. “Clean water and clean energy work
hand-in-hand.

“Already, Freedom International is meeting
physical needs with the education and meeting
spiritual needs. I would love to do more about
the clean water and lack of energy while at the
same time introducing Jesus to them, telling
them what he did and who he can be for them.”

—Luanne Williams

‘Server’ to give 
back in Dominican Republic
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Like Austin, many Wingate
students participated in
community-service
projects across campus
during One Day, One Dog.
Projects included planting
a community garden on
campus, making blankets
for the Heart for Monroe
nonprofit, filling 200 bags
with food for the Backpack
Buddies program, and
assembling veteran care
packages. We’ll celebrate
One Day, One Dog again on
April 12, 2018.
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“She truly is Wonder Woman. I am constantly
amazed at how she manages to be a full-time
student, work in the library and be an RA, while
also doing selfless things for others. She lives out
faith, knowledge and service every single minute
of every single day.”

Courtney Bailey’s nomination of her
classmate Leyli Garryyeva for the University’s
Unsung Hero award may sound like hyperbole,
except for the fact that one faculty member after
the next sang Garryyeva’s praises at the spring
Honors and Awards Celebration.

A math major with minors in economics and
finance who is headed to William and Mary to
study computer science and public policy,
Garryyeva won the senior award in mathematics
and the Jerry and Alice Surratt Award, presented
annually to the graduating senior who has made
the most significant contributions in the area of
international education through scholarship and
service. She was recognized as a member of the
University’s Honors Program and a member of
Who’s Who Among Students in American
Universities and Colleges.

She started the university’s successful Model
United Nations Club and was commended for her
research on hyperbolic geometry and on the
progress in human rights as a result of CEDAW
(Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination against Women).

Even without the accolades, it’s hard to
disagree with Bailey’s assessment of Garryyeva:
“She’s changed Wingate over the past four years.” 

Softspoken and unassuming, Garryyeva
would rather focus on how Wingate has changed
her, a process that she says couldn’t have
happened without the connections she made with
her professors.

“You have these small everyday
conversations that lead to big decisions,”
Garryyeva said. “You ask for advice, they give it to
you, and you have to decide how to apply it.”

She says she found support at every turn.
“I’m really thankful for all the different

offices at this school,” Garryyeva says. “I was
able to walk into each office, and if I asked for
advice or help, I would always get some sort of
help. That was very important for me, being
away from home by myself.”

A native of Turkmenistan, Garryyeva finished
high school at age 15 and completed a two-year
degree in economics and finance. She worked as
an accountant in a bank for six years before taking
advantage of an international program called
Prep4Success that opened the door for her to
study in the United States.

Interacting with others

Curious and versatile by nature, Garryyeva took the
advice of her SAT prep coach to major in math
rather than business, with the idea that she could
then study a range of topics, from economics to
engineering. The broad approach to education
also helped lead her to Wingate.

“One of the reasons why I chose a smaller
school was that I would be able to interact with
people from different fields,” she says. 

That she did. Working as a resident assistant
pushed her to meet people she would not have
otherwise encountered, as did her job at the Ethel
K. Smith Library. Her freshman Gateway class and
her English 110 and GPS 120 courses fed her
interest in global issues and led her to push for a
Model U.N. Club. With the help of assistant
professor Jacob Wobig, the organization was
underway by the fall of her sophomore year.

“We went to our first conference, and we
were learning as we were going,” she says.
“There were just four of us, but people were
surprised that it was our first time. They said we
were doing amazing, and that gave us
confidence.”

Whether the group was tackling issues such
as Ebola and water sanitation from the perspective
of Switzerland or studying Mongolia’s history and
its role in the Korean peninsula, Garryyeva says
Model U.N. was an incredible learning experience.

“You’re learning about the country, the

problem, how to negotiate, about bringing an idea
and implementing it,” she says. “I found myself
coming up with some ideas in a conversation with
other people that I had not thought of before hand.”

Her enthusiasm spread.
“She gave students like me the amazing

oppor tunity to learn more about international
relations, foreign affairs and world problems –
not to mention the added bonus of going to New
York City and sitting in the U.N. headquarters,”
Bailey says.

She says that over the past four years,
Wingate’s campus has had more political
dialogues and lyceums on difficult topics – and
that Garryyeva played a big role in engaging other
students in global issues.

“Even though Leyli isn’t the only person
that brought about these changes, she was
certainly a huge force behind them,” Bailey
says. “She sparked a passion for changing the
world on our campus. So many students care
now. They’re engaged.”

Again, Garryyeva credits “amazing faculty
that are supportive and understanding” with
helping her excel. She says working alongside
Wobig to analyze CEDAW data was eye-opening
and inspiring.

“It was very rigorous, but I learned so much
about statistics,” she says. “He took his time to
explain the things I didn’t understand and he
introduced me to upper-level statistics, which
made me realize there is so much more to learn.”

Garryyeva says majoring in math at Wingate
was the perfect choice for her.

“I absolutely enjoyed it,” she says. “I realized
it was exactly what I wanted to do. It was hard at
times, especially the proof-based classes, but at
the end of the day, when you realize you are doing
something you love, you just keep pushing.

“Wingate really gave me my passion by
helping me learn about myself and what I want my
future to look like.”

After her three years at William and Mary,
Garryyeva plans to pursue her doctorate and
wants to use her math background and interest in
public policy to advocate for human rights.

Bailey has no doubt that Garryyeva will
change the world, and will do so through her
service to others.

“I don’t think there’s a single person on this
campus who doesn’t know Leyli,” Bailey says.
“She always greets everyone with warm hugs and
smiles, she remembers everyone’s names and
asks about their families, and she’s always there to
lend a helping hand whenever anyone needs it. 

“If you need homework help, she’ll be there.
If you need a shoulder to cry on or someone to
vent to, she’ll be there. Her thirst for knowledge
has enriched both her life and the lives of those
around her. We’re all better students, teachers and
global citizens because of knowing her.”

—Luanne Williams

Finding her passion; changing her world
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This fall, the University is
hosting 30 new inter -
national students from 17
different countries. That
makes 141 total inter -
national students with F1
visas studying at Wingate.
Our international students
represent 45 countries
from around the globe.
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ucas Cuadros’ success in marketing and
entrepreneurship isn’t surprising. A native
of Colombia and captain of the Wingate

University swim team who graduated with
honors in May, Cuadros comes from a business-
oriented family.

His grandfather started a hardware store,
which his father now operates. His mom has her
own business, as do many of his uncles and
cousins. Even as a school boy, Cuadros hawked
candy and pens. In high school, he and his friends
bought an industrial blender and a cooler and
would get up at 4:30 a.m. to make ice cream,
which they sold to the school cafeteria.

He’s worked as a research-and-develop -
ment intern for his father’s business, marketed
superhero swimsuits internationally and helped to
build a larger market for Stone Table in Monroe.

What’s interesting about Cuadros is the
motivation behind his ventures.

“It’s all about people; everything is about
people,” Cuadros says. “Businesses have the
opportunity to bring people together and work
for a greater cause. They can be a way to solve
problems for people. If you can connect the
two, you can have a business that does good
for the world.”

Professors say Cuadros brought people
together for a greater cause in every class he
took, which is one reason he was awarded the
Porter B. Byrum School of Business Faculty
Award last spring.

“He has been a remarkable student and a
joy to have walking the halls,” says Peter Frank,
dean of the Porter B. Byrum School of Business.
“So many of the faculty say that what he does
best is to make the class better.”

Cuadros said he asked a lot of questions,
joked “respectfully” in class, built a close
relationship with his professors and talked to all of
his classmates.

“I am sincerely interested in learning. It’s the
best gift my dad has ever given to me – how to

enjoy learning,” he says. “I don’t care about the
grades at all. I just want to learn, so I do a lot of
reading and researching and bringing more
questions to class.”

Cuadros says he was only able to bring his
ideas and creativity to the classroom because the
faculty was so supportive.

“Feeling supported by professors is what
makes a difference,” he says. “In order for a
student to fall in love with learning, they have to
feel that support. They need to feel trusted,
important, loved and cared for.”

Similarly, Cuadros believes business owners
have a lot of responsibility for their employees.
“You should inspire them, help them grow as a
person,” he says.

It was swimming coach Kirk Sanocki’s
philosophy of growth that brought Cuadros to
Wingate in the first place.

“One of the things I’ve enjoyed the most and
learned from the most – it challenged me every
single day – was swimming,” he says. “I want to
emphasize the benefits of combining athletics
with academics. I am truly grateful that I was able
to do that.”

Although he says his last swimming season
was a rough one, Cuadros says learning to
motivate others even as he struggled at times was
a life lesson he’ll always treasure.

The winner of the A.F. Hendricks Award and
the Innovator Award, both handed out in April,
Cuadros has taken his knowledge and enthusiasm
for marketing to his new job at Assa Abloy in
Monroe and says he’d like to work for a while
before studying for a master’s degree.

Wherever life takes him, you can be sure
that Cuadros will be investing in people and
making every day fun.

“I believe life is the adventure that you make
out of it, and that well-intentioned businesses can
change the world,” he says. “I live by the motto
‘Leave the world better than you found it.’”

—Luanne Williams

Born entrepreneur 
made classes better 
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G
rowing up at Ocean Isle Beach, Trevor
McKenzie saw the impact of
environmental changes up close. “We

lived on the end of the island, and we lost our
house because of erosion,” he says.

He brought that concern for environmental
issues with him to Wingate University. In four
years at Wingate, McKenzie made his mark by
focusing students’ attention on the environment
around them. The senior math major was
instrumental in starting the student sustainability
organization Bulldogs Into Going Green (BIGG),
which enters its third year this fall having
accomplished a significant amount during
McKenzie’s two years as president.

BIGG played a sizable role in starting
Wingate University’s bike-share program, BIGG
Wheelz, which kicked off in the fall and has had
consistently strong ridership (the “BIGG” logo
appears on the bikes). BIGG has helped refine the
University’s recycling program, has periodically
hosted “Trash in the Quad” to educate students
about how much waste each of us is responsible
for, and teamed up with the Biology Club this
spring to plant a community garden behind the
Goodman Campus Service Center.

For his efforts in launching and running
BIGG, McKenzie, an honors student who
graduated in May, won a Community Impact
Award from North Carolina Campus Connect
in 2016.

McKenzie’s interest in sustainability and
the environment was stoked by an honors
seminar he took with Dr. Catherine Wright,
assistant professor of religion and philosophy, as
a sophomore. “It was on ecojustice – how

politically and within society you see injustices
from an economic standpoint as well as an
environmental standpoint,” McKenzie says.

His interest piqued, McKenzie readily
jumped in when Wright suggested that the
University needed a student-run sustainability
group. Before long, he’d amassed an e-mail list
of about 50 students, with up to 20 showing up
for meetings.

McKenzie says he was determined for the
group to be extremely active. BIGG started in the
spring of 2015, and that semester the group held
its first Trash in the Quad event – “there were, I
think, 160 pounds of trash from the Klondike,”
McKenzie says – and put on a Lyceum. “I said,
‘We want to do things,’” McKenzie says.

And “do things” they have. BIGG members
had a voice in the development of BIGG Wheelz
– from the look of the bikes to how long riders
would be able to keep a checked-out vehicle.
Also, BIGG members run the program.

A BIGG taskforce helped reshape the way
the main campus thinks about recycling. “We did
lots of brainstorming, lots of talking about where
we get our recycling from,” McKenzie says. “We
found out our bin was out of date. I don’t think
the people picking it up knew it existed.

“The University signed a contract with a
new company, using a single-stream system. It’s
so much easier. If things are a little mixed up,
you don’t have to dump it all out.” That saves
money and helps the environment.

BIGG was also a partner in the month-long
Nile Project in March, holding a panel discussion
on water.

Last semester, BIGG members set up shop

on Elm Promenade outside the Klondike urging
students to sign a petition expressing dis pleasure
over an N.C. Senate bill removing a 50-foot buffer
that protects the Catawba River shoreline.

“I printed off the bill and highlighted the
sections so people could read it themselves,”
McKenzie says. “I also printed off the name of
our representative for this district, so people will
know who we were sending it to. It’s education,
but action as well.”

Ocean engineering

McKenzie came to Wingate to play football, but
a shoulder injury derailed his playing career after
two seasons. That freed McKenzie up to add
several items to his Wingate resume. He became
a resident assistant and a peer mentor, and he
worked in the IT department.

Academically, McKenzie jumped from
major to major until he found the perfect fit. “I
know so many different professors in so many
departments, because I almost became a history
major, then I thought about becoming a business
major,” he says. “Talk to Dr. (Edwin) Bagley – I
almost became a philosophy major. I was all
over the place. I took three entry-level education
classes because I thought I was going to teach.”

He settled on math, because he was good
at it, and he added a physics minor in order to
prepare himself for his next academic pursuit: a
degree in ocean engineering. McKenzie had an
internship at Florida Atlantic University over the
summer and then entered a graduate program in
ocean engineering at FAU this fall.

In his internship, he worked with the U.S.
Navy on LIDAR positioning – the use of lasers for
underwater location. He participated in the same
internship in 2016 and continued his research at
Wingate during the most recent academic year,
presenting the resulting paper, “Feasibility
Analysis of Hyperbolic LIDAR Positioning,”
during the Creative and Investigative
Partnerships Symposium last spring.

One potential pathway for McKenzie is to
take his ocean engineering degree and use it
to further the development of ocean wave
energy, a form of electricity generation that
uses ocean currents.

It would certainly fit into the sustainability
ethos he says Wingate helped foster in him.
“This is something I was taught in a lot of GPS
classes, and just from being at this school in
general: You can be on campus and worry
about yourself, but you are not an island,”
McKenzie says. “Everything affects you, and
you affect other things. BIGG, I think, is focused
on that a lot.” —Chuck Gordon 

C o m m e n c e m e n t   2 0 1 7
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McKenzie made a BIGG impact
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Evangelist

by Chuck Gordon 

In key national role, WU professor spreads the
word about PT for cancer survivors 
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R In 2015, two DPT students
established the SMART
Fund, which supports
student travel for edu -
cational conferences.
Thanks to Brian Nappier
and Hannah Suskovic, our
PT students can continue to
enhance their knowledge
base in the field of physical
therapy, including learning
more about research like
Dr. Morris’.

Chemotherapy and radiation are effective cancer treatments, but they
often leave behind a host of side effects that can have a lasting impact on
patients’ lives. Dr. Stephen Morris is spreading the word about the role

physical therapy can play in improving patients’ quality of life.
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I n the late 1970s, Dr. J.F. Lehmann, a
physician in New York, decided to study
cancer survivors and see how well they
could function after treatment. His study

found that a majority of the patients had some
sort of physical deficit that could be treated
effectively by physical therapy (PT).

“They couldn’t walk. They had reduced
endurance. They had limited range of motion.
They had pain. They had fatigue – all things that
physical therapy traditionally deals with,” says
Dr. Stephen Morris, associate professor in
Wingate University’s Department of Physical
Therapy (DPT).

There hadn’t been much study of cancer
rehab up to that point, and nearly 40 years later
physical therapy for cancer patients is still
something of a niche area. Morris is trying his
best to bring it into the mainstream.

Morris, in his fourth year at Wingate, is the
president of the American Physical Therapy
Association’s Oncology Section, the newest of
the APTA’s 18 specialty practice areas. His role
with the section is basically to be a cheerleader
for cancer rehab.

To that end, last year he co-authored a
paper funded by the National Institutes of
Health that laid out the guidelines for oncology
rehabilitation. The report serves as a how-to
guide for hospitals looking to set up their own
cancer-rehab facilities.

Physical therapy for cancer patients is a
large potential market, but convincing patients
and the medical community that it is an
advantageous – or even necessary – avenue to
pursue is not easy. One big reason that
rehabilitation is largely an afterthought among
cancer patients is the specter of cancer itself.
The relief at having defeated the disease is so
great that by the time all of the radiation or
chemotherapy cycles are over and the tumor
has shrunk, patients mostly just want to get on
with their lives. Rehab? Sorry. Life’s too short.

“Cancer’s such a frightening disease,” Morris
says. “Once you’re free of it, life is good, regard -
less. And that’s been a prevailing attitude.”

But, Morris says, most cancer survivors’
lives could be much better.

Mitigating side effects
For many people, the phrase “physical therapy”
brings to mind a limited range of rehabilitation
scenarios. “This is what people think of: total
hip replacements, total knee replacements,
shoulder rehab and sports medicine,” Morris
says. “But there’s a whole lot more to physical

therapy than that.”
There are physical therapists

who specialize in improving the
heart, the brain and bones. Others
work in pediatrics or in offsetting the
typical consequences of aging, such
as balance disorders, arthritis and
Alzheimer’s disease.

Cancer falls into the category of
not-so-well-known PT specializations
– even among many cancer patients.
Because their focus is on getting rid
of the tumor – and rightly so, since
that’s the life-threatening part –
cancer patients often don’t concern
themselves so much with rehab.

But Morris says it can be
effective and should be part of
comprehensive cancer care.

“Anyone you know who has
torn an ACL playing flag football or
soccer on Sunday afternoon, they go
to rehabilitation to manage very
specific problems,” Morris says. “And
cancer survivors have specific
problems that also can be better
managed by rehabilitation specialists,
particularly physical therapists.”

Many of those problems arise
because of the cure. Chemotherapy
and radiation therapy differ in many
ways, but both are effective because
they’re so potent. They’re generally
very good – and getting better all the
time – at eradicating the bad cells.
But radiation, a localized,
concentrated treatment, often
doesn’t differentiate between good
cells and bad cells; it just fires away.
There can be a good bit of collateral
damage. And chemotherapy involves
drugs that kill cancer cells but can
also damage any rapidly dividing cell,
cancerous or not, beyond the tumor
itself, causing a host of unwanted and
debilitating side effects.

The list of side effects that go
along with chemotherapy and
radiation is long and ranges from
mostly cosmetic (hair loss) to
potentially fatal (heart attack).
Patients often have trouble walking
more than a block or two without
becoming fatigued, their feet can
swell up and ache, they can have
trouble fully extending their limbs,

and they often develop “chemo
brain” – a general fogginess in which
they have trouble remembering how
to do everyday things. Some of these
problems persist long after treatment
has ended; others crop up years later.

“When we survive the disease,
sometimes the treatment is just as
bad or worse on our bodies than the
disease itself,” says Dr. Kevin
Brueilly, director of WU’s physical
therapy program. “The first step,
obviously, is surviving it. But after
you’ve gotten through that, you’ve
got to step back and think, ‘What
about my quality of life? What am I
going to do from here, and how am I
going to do that?’”

Morris’s goal is to promote the
use of physical therapy, which he
says can mitigate many of the
inevitable problems that go along
with destroying cancer cells. “I guess
my area really is survivorship,”
Morris says. “Cancer is the disease
that keeps on giving.”

For instance, a 70-year-old
woman who has undergone radiation
for breast cancer might see the range
of motion in her arms restricted so
that she can’t raise them above
shoulder height. “What’s she going to
do in her kitchen?” Morris asks.
“She might be able to get things from
only the very lowest shelf. It’s not
functional. … If she’s a cook, it’s not
really going to allow her to cook.”

PT, Morris says, can help with
that. The idea is not necessarily to
extend someone’s life but to enhance
the quality of it.

“Cancer survivors tend not to
exercise, either during treatment or
afterward, and so part of cancer
rehab is focused on helping these
patients recover their strength and
endurance,” Morris says. “You need
strength and endurance to do many
of the things you and I take for
granted, such as walking across the
street and climbing stairs.”

The 67-year-old Morris has
found himself on a crusade to help
cancer survivors improve their
strength, endurance, motor function
and much more.
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Back to school
Morris’s involvement in cancer
rehabilitation came about through a
chance meeting during a midlife
career change. Armed with a Ph.D. in
exercise physiology, Morris had been
teaching and doing research at
Louisiana State University when he
decided he wanted to do some
“human work.” The best way to do
this, he decided, was by getting
licensed as a physical therapist.

So, at age 46, he went back to
school. He was the oldest student –
and one of only a handful of men – in
his PT classes at Texas Woman’s
University in Houston. For the most
part, he took the inevitable ribbing in
stride. When he asked why he was
being nominated to present his small
group’s findings one day in class, on
the topic of “death and dying,” he
was told by a classmate, “because
you’re closer to death than the rest
of us!” He’d occasionally go to bars
with the other male students, but not
often. “They were all in their 20s,”
he says. “I spent about a month
trying to stay up with them and
realized, ‘This isn’t going to work.’”

Morris says he wasn’t a great PT
student – “Anatomy’s all memoriza -
tion,” he says. “I wasn’t particularly
good at it.” But he did have a Ph.D.
and years of research experience in
exercise physiology under his belt.

“My experience from a research
perspective was invaluable,” he says.
“I automatically understood the
importance of carefully evaluating a
patient. You wanted to figure out
what the problems are for the
patient and then figure out ways to
solve the problem and to show that
the problem had been solved. This
was second nature to me. But for
the kids, it took a while to really
understand this and the importance
of using outcome measures. Using
these measures helps us to show
that we did a good job.”

Morris wound up teaching
physical therapy at TWU, and on a
lunch break one day he ran into
one of his former professors, who
worked at MD Anderson Cancer

Hospital, a world-renowned facility
down the street from TWU. She
persuaded Morris to work weekends
at MD Anderson, treating patients in
the ICU and on the surgical floor.
After four years, he was hired full
time to both treat patients and to
direct the research efforts of the
Rehabilitation Department.

Morris later spent a couple of
years at St. Jude Children’s Hospital,
as director of rehabilitation services,
and it was there that he got to
experience the real menace that
cancer can be: the changes that
cancer cures can cause both during
treatment and after treatment has
been completed.

Morris says that “rates of
obesity are very high” among
survivors of childhood lymphomas.
“These kids would say, ‘I’ve been to
hell and back. I’m going to do as I
damn well please,’” Morris says. “It’s
something we can’t completely
understand, because we haven’t
walked in their steps.”

One drug, doxorubicin, is very
effective in treating a variety of
cancers, including childhood cancers,
but could be altering molecules in a
deliberate way that creates problems
later in life. “It’ll kick the butt of
these cancer cells,” Morris says. “But
30 years downstream, when they’re
35 years old, about a third of them
will have measurable heart failure – a
disease that you really associate with
old age.”

Other St. Jude research demon -
strated that some cancer survivors
showed signs of frailty – another
mark of aging – at a much earlier
point in their lives. “So their physio -
logic age is more advanced than their
chronologic age,” Morris says. In his
role with the APTA, Morris is champ -
ion ing their cause. 

To Wingate, and beyond
Morris was in administration at St.
Jude, but he’s a teacher and
researcher at heart, so when Brueilly
was starting the Department of
Physical Therapy at WU, Morris, a
former colleague of Brueilly’s at

Texas Tech University, was all ears.
“I try to hire good people and then get

out of the way, as cliché as it sounds,” Brueilly
says. “Truthfully, that’s the case with him.”

Brueilly calls Morris “a great teacher,” but
Morris’s renown as a champion of oncology PT is
also valuable to WU’s physical therapy program.
As president of the Oncology Section of the
APTA, Morris travels the country and the world
evangel izing about the importance of cancer PT.
In February, he served as a panelist at a National
Cancer Policy Forum Workshop in Washington,
D.C., sponsored by the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine. The goal of
the meeting was to identify emerging high-
priority policy issues in science, clinical
medicine and public health relevant to the goals
of preventing and treating cancer.

In 2015, Morris was asked by the NIH to be
part of a group that would make
recommendations about various areas of
oncology rehabilitation.

“I was in a group that looked at ways of
making oncology rehabilitation available to the
cancer survivor,” Morris says. “What models are
out there? What models are useful? And then all
the groups were asked to identify gaps in
knowledge and where to go from here.”

Most of Morris’s research for the NIH report
involved data-mining existing research. He
contributed content focusing on two areas:
determining what treatment interventions can
help patients function better, and how to
demonstrate that participation in rehabilitation
has improved patient function.

With the report now published, it’s up to
hospitals and physicians to recommend rehab to
their patients. If they do, the effects could be
enormous, just based on the current and
predicted numbers of cancer survivors. Statistics
compiled by the American Cancer Society show
that the five-year survival rate for patients with
all types of cancer diagnosed between 1975 and
1977 was just under 50 percent. The corre -
spond ing figure for 2003-2009 was 68 percent,
meaning a lot more survivors in the population.
The ACS expects there to be more than 20
million cancer survivors in the U.S. in 2021.

So, from a business perspective, the
potential market for providing oncology
rehabilitation is huge. But for Morris, it’s more
about the individual.

“My background is exercise, and there’s
really no question about it that exercise provides
lots of benefit,” he says. “One of the things
exercise does is just make everybody feel a little
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bit better, something we call quality of life.
“People are beginning to recognize, albeit

slowly, that rehabilitation offers a lot to these
cancer survivors. They don’t necessarily need to
experience pain, limited function, weakness.
There’s things that can be done for them.”

And some studies have shown that
getting, and staying, physically fit can ward off
some types of cancers.

“There’s good evidence to suggest that
fitness levels can prevent, or limit, the risk for
developing certain cancers, including breast
cancer, prostate cancer, colorectal cancer,”
Morris says. “If you’re a breast-cancer survivor,
your risk of having a reoccurrence is twice as
high if you don’t exercise. But often patients
don’t pay attention to the long-term issues.
Rather, they pay attention to current problems,

such as pain, an inability to
straighten out their arms or to walk
around the block, a constant sense of
fatigue. That’s what they do pay
attention to.”

Exercise is also good for those
who aren’t yet survivors: cancer
patients still under going treatment.
“It’s very limited, but there is some
data to show that if you exercise
while receiving treatment, you get
more bang for your buck,” Morris
says. “But you feel like hell when
you’re being treated. These folks are
heroic.”

To make it easier, some PT
clinics are employing technologies
that only a few years ago might have

seemed more like science fiction. In
a Canadian study, cancer patients
were remotely monitored via the
internet while exercising. They wore
a body suit containing sensors that
monitored their vital signs, and a
doctor could give them instructions
and monitor their health status in
real time without either doctor or
patient having to travel. “It’s
rehabilitation provided in real time
but at a distance and in a location
convenient for the patient,” Morris
says. “I think that incorporating
technology is looming large on the
horizon for rehab.”

Anything, Morris says, to improve
the lives of cancer survivors. �
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Diplomacy by 
STEALTH
Fulbright puts students in position

to change minds 

GEORGE BOYAN

I M P A C T  

D
O

N
O

R Not just Fulbright scholars
get to travel abroad. From
fall 2016 to summer 2017,
161 students traveled to 11
countries. Many of these
students were able to
travel abroad thanks to our
Annual Fund, W’Inter -
national Program and
scholarship assistance.

by Chuck Gordon 
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D
r. Steven Hyland’s first Fulbright experience
was like something out of a John Le Carré
novel. It was 2006, and Hyland was studying
in Syria after receiving a Fulbright research
award. As his time in Syria was winding

down, he traveled to Lebanon to work in the archives at
the American University in Beirut.

“Of course, four days before I’m about to leave,
Hezbollah goes south of the border, kills a couple of
Israeli soldiers, takes a couple of hostages, and then a
military conflict breaks out,” says Hyland, assistant
professor of history at Wingate. “I had to be airlifted out
by the U.S. Marines.”

For three days in a row, Hyland had to report to a
certain spot at the university, waiting to be whisked away
from a burgeoning conflict. Eventually, his ride showed up.

“The third day they put us on these big buses,” he
says. “They had a gun truck in the front, a gun truck in
between the two buses, and a gun truck behind us. We
snaked through the city and went to the northern
suburbs, halfway up the mountain to the U.S. Embassy.
There, we sat poolside, waiting for the helicopter to take
us to a U.S. Naval ship.”

He was eventually placed on a Chinook helicopter.
“We were only allowed to bring a small suitcase. I left
behind books, I left behind clothes, stuff like that,” Hyland
says. “They transferred us to a communications ship, took
us to Cyprus, and put us on a chartered flight to Philly.
That was the end of my Fulbright.”

Hyland doesn’t promise such adventures to the
Wingate students he shepherds through the Fulbright
process these days, but he does tell them that the
experience will change their lives.

Thanks in large part to Hyland’s efforts, Wingate is

starting to crack the Fulbright world. Before 2015, only
one WU graduate had been selected for the Fulbright.
That was in 1995, when Roy Campbell went to the South
Pacific Island of Vanuatu to study the effects of European
colonization on the native people.

But in the past two years, three WU graduates
(George Boyan ’14, Grace Krauser ’13 and Tyler Lee

’15) have spent the better part of a year teaching English,
making friends and soaking in the culture abroad as part
of the Fulbright Teacher Exchange program. A handful of
other WU students have been finalists for the award, and
Hyland has pegged other potential Fulbrighters among
Wingate’s current student body.

Dr. Peter Frank, dean of the Porter B. Byrum School
of Business, did a Fulbright in Moldova in 2012. And
Hyland’s experience waiting on the shelling to die down
in Beirut clearly didn’t dampen his enthusiasm for the
Fulbright program. He is heading out next spring on his
second Fulbright, this time doing research for his next
book, on the “itinerant radicals” who made their way to
Argentina in the first half of the 1900s.

Wingate has even welcomed Fulbrighters from abroad.
Brazilians Valderes da Silva (2015-2016) and Aderson da
Silva (2016-2017) each spent a year teaching Portuguese
and taking classes at Wingate.

Most recently, Lee has spent the past several months
teaching English in a middle school in Malaysia. He’ll be
returning this winter a changed man.

“The Fulbright teaching program has affected me in
ways that I did not anticipate,” Lee says. “It has filled me
with more ambition than I ever imagined, made me more
likely to travel the world, and also more open-minded.”

That’s pretty much exactly what the program is
designed to do.

S
eventy-one years ago, Congress got something right.
Sen. William J. Fulbright had introduced a bill in
1945 proposing the establishment of a program

designed to promote “international good will through the
exchange of students in the fields of education, culture, and
science.” In August of 1946, President Truman put ink to
paper to make it law, and the Fulbright program was born.

Since then, more than 370,000 Fulbrighters have
participated in the program, with at least as many visiting
scholars studying and working in the U.S. as Americans
going abroad.

Sen. Fulbright had a grand vision for the program
and for what it could accomplish. He was proposing,
essentially, diplomacy by stealth. In 1967’s The Price of
Empire, Fulbright wrote that since the program had been
established, he’d had difficulty explaining “that educa -
tional exchange is not merely one of those nice but
marginal activities in which we engage in inter national

affairs, but rather, from the standpoint of future world
peace and order, probably the most important and
potentially rewarding of our foreign-policy activities.”

That’s a far cry from where – it appears, at least – we
are today. The post-9/11 combat missions in Iraq and
Afghanistan seem as if they’ll go on forever. Nationalism
has been resurgent in the West. And we are still quick to
flex our military muscle or impose economic sanctions
when confronted with a challenge to our statehood. But
Hyland says that the use of “soft power” is just as effective.

“In political science they have this thing they like to
call hard power and soft power – hard power being the
military, economic sanctions,” Hyland says. “Soft power is
using culture. And so this is the best soft-power tool in the
toolbox – where you send young, talented people, like
Grace, like George, like Tyler, and they get to represent
the United States. It’s genius, absolute genius. That’s why
it’s been around for 70 years.”

WINGATE TODAY

SOFT POWER
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G
eorge Boyan’s “soft power” moment came in
Istanbul, after Friday prayers. Boyan spent an
academic year teaching English at Ataturk

University in Erzurum, in the eastern part of Turkey. He
traveled the country, as Fulbrighters tend to do. On his first
trip to Istanbul, he attended Friday prayers in a mosque
with friends of a friend, who were playing host to him.

“It was incredible for me,” he says. “I had been to
a couple of mosques before, but I’d never been to a
Friday prayer.”

He simply observed the service – “I’m not Muslim, so
I didn’t think it would be very respectful for me to take
part in it,” he says – and afterward the group went for
“talking turn,” where they simply had a respectful
conversation. Boyan, a Christian from North Carolina,
spoke with a group of devout Muslims, through an
interpreter, about their differences and similarities.

“We had a good dialogue,” he says. “That’s definitely
soft diplomacy. Now that I look back on it, that hopefully

impacted them as much as it impacted me.”
Boyan was Hyland’s first Fulbright success story. He

left for Turkey in August of 2015, six months before
Grace Krauser left for Brazil. Boyan says that of all the
hurdles in front of him once he decided to go for a
Fulbright, choosing the country to which he would apply
was the hardest part of the process. Hyland helped him
figure that out, went over (and over) his essay revisions,
and prepped him for his interviews.

“I can’t even explain how much he helped me in
terms of learning about the Fulbright and gaining the
confidence to go after it,” he says.

Turkey wound up being the perfect country for
Boyan, who majored in social studies education and had a
deep interest in the Ottoman Empire. Turkey is a heavily
Muslim country that has turned toward the West and had
a secular government since Kemal Ataturk founded
modern Turkey out of a declining Ottoman Empire in the
1920s. In the past few years, however, a strain of
authoritarianism has begun to creep into Turkish politics
under the rule of President Recep Erdogan, leading to an
increase in the number of terrorist attacks.

“It’s a great time to be in Turkey for someone who’s
interested in history and geopolitics and foreign policy,”
Boyan says. “Some people worried about me being there,
because of some of the terrorist attacks and some of
those things that have been going on. When I was there,
there were a number of rallies and there was a general
election, and so there were a lot of things going on that
made it an exciting time to be in the country.”

In fact, Boyan had chosen to “re-up” and go back to
Turkey – an option given to many Fulbright English
Teaching Assistants (ETAs) – but an attempted coup a
month after he returned to the United States torpedoed
those plans, as the State Department suspended the
program in Turkey for safety reasons. Boyan wound up
working for a year for a floor-cleaning company and then
left in August for a two-year master’s program at New
York University.

He hasn’t ruled out going back to Turkey one day,
maybe on a research Fulbright. “I can’t even describe
how valuable an experience it is to go live in a different
country, experience a different culture and learn a
different language,” Boyan says. “I met a number of
like-minded people who were interested in history and
culture and language and all these different things. I
have a number of friends from Fulbright who I still
keep in touch with today and I will have as friends
probably for the rest of my life. It definitely exceeded
my expectations.”

GEORGE BOYAN

INDESCRIBABLE 
EXPERIENCE IN TURKEY
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G
race Krauser was looking for adventure and a
challenge when she applied to the Fulbright
Student Program in 2014. Krauser had been all-

everything at Wingate – a starter on a volleyball team that
won 131 games in her four years and the winner of a slew
of academic awards after posting a nearly perfect grade-
point average. Still, she wasn’t selected for her first
Fulbright choice, Colombia, and she figured she wasn’t
meant to be a Fulbrighter.

Krauser decided to go to graduate school and earned a
Latin American Social and Public Policy Fellowship at the
University of Pittsburgh. She’d been there barely a week
when she got a call from the State Department asking if
she’d be interested in going to Brazil, on a Fulbright.

Even though she didn’t know Portuguese and would
have to take a hiatus from the grad program, Krauser
eagerly accepted. She had such a great time in Brazil that
she went back this past summer for an internship.

“Fulbright is targeted at people who want to make a
difference and do something cool and make an impact,”
Krauser says. “But by the end of the experience you
realize that while you’ve touched many people’s lives,
there is no way you could impact the area you are in
more than it can impact you.”

During her nine-month Fulbright tour, Krauser taught
English at a public university in Vitorio, the small island
capital of the state of Espirito Santo, 325 miles north of
Rio. Fulbrighters are on their own regarding housing, and
most rent apartments or rooms. Krauser, who knew she’d
need a crash course in Portuguese to get by, instead opted
to live with a host family.

“I got connected with this amazing family,” she says.
“I decided to live with them my entire time. I was able to
really get integrated in the culture. Every day we came
home from work and had a two-hour lunch together. I
traveled with them some and got invited to family
celebrations.”

She attended a lavish wedding, traveled up and down
the East Coast of Brazil and even had her picture taken
with Michael Phelps at the Summer Olympics.

More than anything, Krauser feels she connected
deeply with a different culture. There are two types of
Fulbright awards: Study/Research and English Teaching
Assistant. Wingate’s three most recent Fulbright winners
have all been ETAs. In Brazil, Krauser taught practical
English to faculty and staff members as well as students.
That’s where “soft power” can come into play.

“If they were interested in political issues, I would
bring up something in the U.S. and compare it to Brazil
and try to generate conversation around that,” she says.

It was a win-win: The Brazilians would sharpen their
English skills, and Krauser would get a chance to shape
the global perception of Americans.

GRACE KRAUSER

DEEPLY 
CONNECTED IN BRAZIL
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T
yler Lee applied to a less-popular spot – Malaysia –
for his Fulbright. Since January, he has been
teaching English at a middle school. He says he has

had a chance to enjoy what Malaysia has to offer.
“This program has allowed me to travel the world in

ways I could only dream of before, whilst also offering
phenomenal opportunities for self-reflection and
introspection that are helping me to become both a better
teacher and person,” he says.

There is a downside, however. Lee, like Boyan but
unlike most people selected for the Fulbright Student
Program, entered the program as a professional educator.
He was teaching history at Monroe High School when he
got the news that he was to be a Fulbrighter. Having
teaching experience in the U.S., Lee has at times felt
shackled by the Malaysian educational system – perhaps
more than a non-educator would.

“I have struggled with motivation in a system that
does not value structure or consistency,” he says. “All too
frequently I find myself hoping most of my classes for any
given day are not cancelled or relocated.”

He’s making the most of it, however, and feels like his
ambition has been stoked by the experience. He would
definitely recommend that more Bulldogs take the plunge.

“Ten months abroad can seem like a lot of time – and
it certainly is – but that is the charm,” Lee says. “You
have so much time to live and think in ways you never
have before. You may feel one way two months in, but

you have eight more months to truly digest the feeling.
Your brain goes on a rollercoaster of thoughts, ideas and
emotions, and it is a ride that I would recommend
everyone try.”

Thanks in large part to Hyland, more Bulldogs than
ever are getting that chance.

W ith more than 370,000 people having been
Fulbrighters over the years, it might seem like
the club is not exactly exclusive. But it’s tough

to get into. The process includes “local” vetting – a group
of Wingate faculty and staff members grill interested
students to make sure they’re Fulbright material – plus a
personal statement and a statement of grant purpose,
which essentially outlines what you will bring to the
classroom (if you’re going for an ETA award). The essays
require multiple revisions.

Applications are then sent to the national selection
committee in New York – “this is the difficult one,” Hyland
says – and if they make it past that stage, the application
is sent to the host country for a final determination.

“Anything you do with the government, it’s

bureaucratic and hard to get through, so it’s quite an
accomplishment when they do get an award,” says
Jennifer Armentrout, director of international programs at
Wingate, who serves on the committee determining which
applications go on to the New York phase of the process.

The Fulbright program has enabled Hyland to do
research he wouldn’t have been able to do otherwise, it has
enabled him to travel, and it has broadened his view of the
world. Over the past few years, he has been com mit ted to
helping Wingate students enjoy those same benefits.

Hyland is intimately involved at every stage of the
process. He identifies students he thinks would be good
candidates, encourages them to apply and makes sure
they have all their ducks in a row.

“I just have to keep them interested,” he says. “I tell

ROLLERCOASTER 
IN MALAYSIA

OPENING DOORS

TYLER LEE
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every applicant who does this: We’re likely going to lose.
I’m going to ask you to do 15 revisions of each narrative
that you have to submit with the likelihood that we’re not
going to win. But it’s good practice for graduate school or
law school! It’s the only assurance I can give them.”

Win or lose, the experience is valuable.
“At Wingate University we aspire to provide our

students with an ‘uncommon and life-changing
educational experience,’” says Dr. Helen Tate, Wingate
University’s provost. “The stories of the students who
have been impacted by Dr. Hyland’s investment of time,
knowledge and profound commitment to student success
exemplify the best of who we are. Whether successful in
their Fullbright ambitions or not, Dr. Hyland has opened
new worlds of opportunity for his students that will
profoundly change who they are and how they live lives of
meaning long after they graduate from Wingate.”

Hyland knows well the benefit of being a Fulbrighter.
“Fulbright meant that I would be competitive in the job
market,” he says.

Being a two-time Fulbrighter is even more prestigious.
In February next year Hyland will leave for Buenos Aires
to research the political dissidents who made their way to
Argentina between 1916 and 1966. “These are people who
are committed to transformative politics – be it nationalist,
socialist, fascist, whatever – who are finding their way in
and out of the city of Buenos Aires, and how this connects
the city of Buenos Aires to a bunch of other hubs in the
Atlantic world where these activists are going.” The result
will be Hyland’s second book.

For researchers such as Hyland, the Fulbright

provides the time necessary to do in-depth research that
wouldn’t be possible otherwise. For ETAs, the Fulbright
opens doors.

“In the universe that George and Grace will work in –
and that will be in international development, NGOs, these
sorts of things – everyone understands what a Fulbright
is,” Hyland says. “So when you walk in the room and
someone says, ‘You see Grace over there? She’s a Ful -
brighter,’ there’s a certain cachet that comes with it.”

“People know about the Fulbright,” Krauser says.
“It’s not something I have to explain. The more
Fulbrights Wingate is able to get, that’s just value added
to the school, because that’s positive PR. That is saying
that our students are globally minded and are interested
in what’s happening around the world, and not only do
they have an interest in serving other countries and
developing these cross-cultural relationships, but they are
also interested in doing research and seeing how the U.S.
fits into the world at a broader level.”

But how does it benefit Wingate University? Just ask
Hyland, who is the perfect Fulbright pitchman. “It’s tailor-
made for fundraising,” he says. “It generates positive
energy on campus. It generates positive public relations. It
inspires other kids who are sitting on the fence or don’t
know that they can do it. And it creates an ethos that we
can compete at the highest levels for awards.

“From a cultural standpoint, one of the things I’ve
wanted to do since I’ve been here is build the ethos that
we can compete. And we’ve proven that we can. We just
need to convince more students to apply.”

T
he Fulbright fits neatly into an already robust
international-studies program at Wingate. With
W’International and various other study-abroad

programs, Wingate students get to see the world
unfiltered. And with Wingate’s visiting Fulbrighters, not to
mention a wide range of international students and
professors, the University and the local community get to
experience “soft power” every year.

“A lot of people, especially in this rural area, don’t
have access to international people in the way that you
come in contact with people in a university setting,”
Armentrout says. “It’s really a great opportunity not only
for them to learn about Americans and American culture
but also to teach the Wingate community about their own
experience and perspectives and take out the narrative of
the media. They can have a one-on-one dialogue.”

In today’s political climate, where immigration, terror -
ism and religion are front and center, that dialogue is vital.

“The best way to learn about the world is to learn about
the people who are from there in an informal environment
like a university,” Armentrout says. “That is such an

opportunity for our students
who don’t leave the South.

“People have their
formal roles, but getting to
have those informal
conversations with people
and learn what they’re
about and where they’re
from, that’s the whole part
of building a community
and building a global
community. That will
hopefully keep us more on the understanding side of
things versus the conflict and name-calling.”

That works both ways.
“The three people we have sent recently from

Wingate are all wonderful human beings,” Hyland says.
“The people of Turkey, Brazil and Malaysia have learned
that average Americans are kind, are generous, are
thoughtful, and they mean well. That is a powerful
example we’re in short supply of now.” �

VITAL DIALOGUE

STEVEN HYLAND
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Wingate takes big step toward becoming 
a 4,000-to-6,000-student university 

by Chuck Gordon 

Years ago, well before he became president of Wingate University, Rhett Brown was

in charge of student activities at the school. He organized many social outings, and

he was conscious of the economics of such activities even then. � When asked how

many students could go on a ski trip, Brown would say, “You can take 15 or you can

take 30, but you can’t take 22.” The students wouldn’t always get it. “There are 15

seats on a bus,” Brown would explain. “The economics works at 15 or close to 30.

You can’t have a half-filled bus.” � Brown made a similar argument – scaled up just

a bit – when he was being interviewed for his current position a couple of years ago.

At that point, the University had undergone steady growth for a few years,

increasing freshman enrollment yearly while adding several graduate programs.

THE RACE TO 

5K
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Brown had a hunch, later substantiated by experts,
that there are “sweet spots” for schools, enrollment-wise.
At one level there are colleges such as Davidson, which
are fairly exclusive and are undergraduate-only. With
sizable endowments and high-SAT students, they can
thrive with enrollments below 2,000. In the next tier were
schools such as Elon, Samford (in Alabama) and Stetson
(in Florida).

“I realized they were all about 5,000 students plus,
and kind of in a 5,000-to-6,000-student sweet spot,”
Brown says. “That’s when I started to think that it’s not
an accident.”

Wingate had already started the march above 2,000
by opening a pharmacy school, followed by other health-
sciences and business-related graduate programs. At that
point it became clear, to Brown, that the University would
be much better off moving
into the next tier. He
proposed a move to between
4,000 and 6,000 total
students during his
interviews with the search
committee, and eventually
he was hired as president.

“When I said that in the
interviews, I had no idea we
could get there as quickly as
we are,” Brown says.

After bringing in more
than 700 new under -
graduate students in 2016 – a figure that had been
inching steadily upward – Brown figured that with
some tweaks to marketing and admissions processes,
Wingate could hit 850 new students this year. That
would move the needle on growth a notch or two
above “steady.”

The fiddling worked much better than expected. This
fall, Wingate welcomed 1,175 first-year students – an
increase of 62 percent. Total enrollment – including
graduate and professional students – now stands at 3,600.

While many other schools struggle to attract
students, Wingate is booming.

“It is a shock to the system,” Brown says, “and one
that’s a little frightening, because can you handle it? Does
this crash the system?”

How did we get here?
Before we dive into the economic whys of the University’s
substantial growth, let’s take a look at how it happened.

Higher education is a competitive business.
Enrollment in colleges and universities in the U.S. has
declined slowly since peaking at 21 million in 2010.
There are several reasons for this, including a reduction
in the number of college-age kids and an improving
economy, which encourages many young people to enter

the workforce rather than further their education.
A shrinking field of potential applicants puts more

pressure on institutions of higher learning to stand out.
There are myriad ways to do that. Curb appeal is
important. Offering classes that lead to lucrative degrees
helps. Also – as we’ll find out later – being in the right
place at the right time doesn’t hurt.

Wingate checks all those boxes but for years has had
another arrow in its quiver: a creative and game
admissions office. The University has been tinkering with
its admissions process for much of the past decade. Like
most universities, Wingate buys names of high-school
students from marketing firms that specialize in higher
education. A few years ago, the school purchased
additional sophomore names, above and beyond the
number it had been buying, with an eye on the 2017-
2018 academic year. It began contacting those students
and developed a relationship with the ones who
expressed interest.

Once a student is interested enough to apply,
Wingate makes the process as quick as possible. The
University has a rolling admissions policy, which means
that it doesn’t decide students’ fates all on one deadline
day. Instead, it provides a decision on admittance
within 48 hours after the complete application has been
submitted, meaning the school stays in the forefront of
the student’s mind.

“That timeliness and customer service is very
powerful,” says Erin Preston, senior strategic leader with
Royall and Co., a marketing firm that has worked with
Wingate for the past dozen years. “You’re keeping that
institution top of mind for that student and their family
when they’re hearing from tons of other colleges across
the board.”

The tweak that made the biggest difference this year
was instituted in the summer of 2016. That year, the
University began letting students “self-report” their vital
details: standardized-test scores, grade-point average,
class rank, courses taken, etc. They’d have to come up
with the official goods later, of course, but Wingate would
go ahead and provisionally admit or deny them based on
the information they provided themselves.

“Ninety-nine percent of the time they’re right,”
Brown says.

Before self-report, many students showed an interest
in Wingate but for whatever reason never accumulated all
the necessary materials to complete the application. Self-
report meant that they could get a decision much sooner.

“When students would submit applications, a very
large percentage of them would not go to their counselor
and get the transcript submitted, but yet they’ve taken
action to apply,” Preston says. “They’ve raised their hand
to say they’re interested, but we were looking at a
population where only 35 percent sent in those
subsequent documents that were needed.”

“People want to know, ‘Can

another school do self-report?’”

Brown says. “I say, ‘Yeah, but they

don’t have pharmacy, PA and PT.

They don’t have the McGee

Center and how green our grass is.

They aren’t 25 miles east of one of

the fastest-growing metropolitan

areas in the country.’”
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As a result of the move to a self-report model,
Wingate went from about 5,500 acceptances in 2016
to a little over 14,000 this year.

Changing expectations
By February, the previous summer’s target of 850
new students this year looked conservative. Brown
and his staff moved the goal posts to 950, but
cautiously: They were secretly wondering whether,
once other schools had made their admissions
decisions, many students would start asking for a
refund on their deposits (which they could do
until May 1).

“We thought two things would happen: Students
would request their deposits back, and deposits would
slow down,” Brown says. “Neither thing happened.”

In fact, deposits kept coming in. All the tweaks of
previous years were holding up, and the self-report
feature was proving to be a boon to enrollment.

The sooner students are accepted at a school, the
longer they have to seriously consider it as an option.
Self-report also helps the relationship get off on the
right foot.

“The other major goal with this new type of
initiative we’ve explored is shifting the conversation
from nagging the student to submit their transcript, to

get us a recommendation, ‘we need this, go to your
counselors and do this’ to ‘We are so excited to offer you
admission to Wingate University,’” Preston says. “There
is something psychological that happens with a student
when they feel that all of a sudden they’re being
welcomed into the community.

“The earlier you can admit a student and get them
into your pipeline and have the counselors start to build
relationships, the more likely that student is to persist and
stay with you and ultimately deposit and enroll.”

Of course, it’s not all about simply changing to self-
report.

“You’ve got to come kick the tires,” Brown says.
“What programs do you have? Who are your teachers?
What’s the experience like? What do the grounds look
like? And we present well.”

Curb appeal
The University offers a pretty desirable product. The
grounds are immaculate. Many of the buildings are new.
Smiling faces are everywhere. The school offers tons of
resources – free tutoring, a writing center, experiential-
learning opportunities – to help students succeed.

There’s another plus that is more of a happy
accident: geography. Wingate is in the South, one of the
few areas of the country seeing enrollment growth. It is

The move-in

process went

smoothly on Aug.

17, even though

Wingate has

about 400 more

freshmen this

year than last. 
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also 30 miles – and soon to be 30 minutes – from Charlotte, one of the fastest-
growing metropolitan areas of the country.

Because of population shifts, being located in the South is a huge benefit
for universities.

“I see many schools wanting to [grow like this],” says David Feldman,
professor of economics at the College of William and Mary and the author
of the new book “The Road Ahead for America’s Colleges and Universities.”
“But in some parts of the country, the only way that growth can happen is
if you cannibalize your neighbors. In the South, it can happen because of
fortuitous circumstances. Your growth isn’t coming at the expense of
somebody else. Your possibility of growth is not happening because one of
your neighbors died.”

Even so, it’s not happening all over the South. Some schools are
contracting. Others are considering shutting their doors (though this is
exceedingly rare in the area of private higher education).

The Wingate enrollment surge is a consequence of key decisions made
over the past several decades – to become a four-year college and then a
University, to enter the health-sciences field, to prioritize service to the
community. Self-report merely lit the fuse. 

And Charlotte is getting even closer. Next year, the Monroe Expressway, a
toll road that will cut through northeastern Union County from Stallings to
Marshville, is set to open. The road will start at U.S. Highway 74 near the I-
485 ring road around Charlotte and dump out on 74 near Forest Hills School
Road, just past the University. Ultimately, once 74 is turned completely into
an expressway in Charlotte, the city’s uptown will be just 30 minutes from the
University.

That draws the town of Wingate and the University even closer into the
orbit of the 17th-largest city in the United States (see page 36). It is likely to
lead to a substantial increase in residential, business and commercial
development around the University over the next couple of decades.

“The state just handed us an economic stimulus package,” Brown says.

Why grow at all?
So Wingate is a desirable place in an
ever-more-desirable location. That
helps explain why the number of
applications is so high, but it doesn’t
explain the number of students who
have been admitted. Why grow to the
5,000-student range?

To answer that, we return to Dr.
Brown’s bus story. One activity bus
could hold 15 students and all their
gear. Once you’ve rented the buses,
they’re a sunk cost. If you rent one
and then just seven students ride in
it to the mountains to ski, you’re
wasting money.

In this analogy, Dr. Brown is 
a bus.

“Imagine that you are an
institution of 700,” says Feldman,
whose area of expertise is the
economics of higher education. “You
have to have a college president,
right? You have to have a dean of
students. You have to have a fill-in-
the-blank. There’s a suite of
administrative personnel that you’re
going to have somebody filling. If you
go from an institution of, say, 700 to
1,500, you’ve just doubled the size of
the institution. You don’t have to
double the size of the
administration.”

Makes sense. You can add 800
students without adding another Dr.
Brown, or another library or fitness
center. It’s standard economies-of-
scale stuff. But what about going
from 1,500 to 5,000? By then, maybe
a few administrative positions are
added, but not three times as many. 

“As an institution goes from
1,500 to 2,500 and from 2,500 to
4,000, you’re still capable of
economizing on many areas of the
administration,” Feldman says.
“You’re spreading those
administrative costs over a larger
number of students, which is driving
down costs per student.”

And you still don’t need another
library or gym. You can also fill seats
in classes that don’t draw a ton of
students, without adding faculty.
Wingate will have to add faculty

Feeding the 5,000

It’s one thing to admit 450 additional students. It’s another to house and feed them. Here are
a few changes made to the University this fall to accommodate the record-breaking crop of
newcomers.

�   The University bought and renovated the former Days Inn just off U.S. Highway 74 in
Monroe, four miles from the Wingate campus (see page 40).

�   Ground has broken on a new 224-bed residence hall, to be located next to the W.T. Harris
Dining Hall.

�   Twelve new faculty positions have been created. The student-to-faculty ratio will stay the
same, and all first-year students started the semester with 15 credit hours.

�   The W.T. Harris Dining Hall has been expanded. In addition, a full-service Starbucks
coffee shop opened in August, and school meal-plan cards are now accepted at the
Subway sandwich shop in the Levine Health Sciences Center.

�   Five hundred ninety parking spaces have been opened up through the creation or
reclassification of four “overflow” lots.
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members – and has, adding 12 positions for the fall of
2017 – but it’s not proportionate to the rise in the
number of students.

The result, Brown says, is more money to spend
on the student experience.

“I think that’s a sweet spot for us in terms of
maintaining a personal education where people know
who you are and invest in you as an individual but
still being able to scale up to offer more international
travel programs, to offer more athletic teams,” he
says. “It’s a big-school experience with a small-school
feel.”

“You can use that revenue to do some good
things,” Feldman says. “You can increase the quality
of your programming. You can offer more financial
aid, so that you can have a more diverse campus. If
you have more revenue per student, good things start
to happen. That’s the holy grail.”

There is a caveat: It won’t quite be the same
place.

“An institution of 45 hundred students doesn’t
feel the same as an institution of 18 hundred,” says
Feldman, who says such changes can lead to “eternal
battles over the soul of the institution.”

“A school of 14 hundred – most of the students
know each other,” Feldman says. “A school of 5,000,
that’s not true. And there’s no way you can change
that. What you can do is create an environment
where students find their right subgroup. They find

their niche. And that becomes the small-college
experience for them.”

Brown is certain that students will still get that
small-college feeling from a 5,000-student Wingate. And
he says any minor change is ultimately for the better –
and not just for the University and current and future
Bulldogs. It’s also good for the town of Wingate, for Union
County and for North Carolina.

“We don’t need another Davidson or Wake Forest in
North Carolina,” Brown says. “We need one that educates
Pell Grant students, bright first-generation students,
aspiring students, teachers, doctors, lawyers, nurses. It’s
the public-good part of what we’re doing. Not only is it
good for us and good for the individual, but it’s good for
our whole region. It’s good for the state to have a 5,000-
plus Wingate University educating the next generation of
civic leaders and teachers.

“It’s almost a moral imperative that this is who we
need to be. Where are the middle-school math teachers
coming from? Where’s the next captain of the Union
County Sheriff’s Department coming from? Where’s the
next head of nursing at CHS coming from?

“More students need Wingate, not fewer. Our job, is
it exclusion? Is that the goal? Or is it to deliver
something we believe in and has value to as many
deserving and hard-working people as possible. It’s
inconsistent to me to think that the goal is to restrict
access to something that individuals and our country
need, and we can do it.” �

Enrolment
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A few challenges
The Wingate School, named after a
former president of Wake Forest
College, was founded in 1896. It took
another five years for the town of
Wingate to be officially established,
and the two have been closely linked
ever since.

The town has tended to mirror
the school: small, quiet, reverent.
But with the University expected to
roughly double in size from 2010 to
2020, the town is presented with
challenges and opportunities.

“The growth is good,” Niland
says. “We consider that a positive,

but at the same time it also brings
some challenges, because with
increased students comes the need
for increased services – roads,
sidewalks, fire, police, that sort of
thing. And our main funding
mechanism is property taxes.”

Therein lies the problem for the
town. The University is a nonprofit
entity, and thus it doesn’t pay taxes
on property that fulfills its mission,
which is most of the property the
University owns. “We’re bringing in a
bunch of students but don’t see an
increase in revenue,” Niland says.

It would be nice if sales taxes
helped make up for that shortfall, but
there again the town is in a difficult
spot. In Union County, sales taxes
are dumped into one big pot and are
redistributed to the municipalities
based on property-tax rate. Wingate’s
rate is not high.

“The university students add a
ton of sales-tax collection to the
county,” Niland says. “We don’t

necessarily see the direct benefit, because it goes back to our property-tax
rate. They look at our total tax value, which is half what it should be because
of the nonprofit nature of the school.”

In the past few years, the University has increased the amount it
contributes to the town, to help make up some of the property-tax difference.
The University makes a sizable, and increasing, annual contribution to the
town – last year, that contribution accounted for 12% of the town’s budget –
and has stepped in to help the town during times of need. There are also
some infrastructure projects – such as, say, a sidewalk – that the University
might take care of, freeing up resources for the town to put in a sidewalk
elsewhere.

Other factors, such as proximity to the much larger town of Monroe,
handcuff the town in terms of revenue. Monroe offers many of the amenities
students want – a Target, a Walmart, restaurants – and therefore few of those
businesses feel the need to be located in Wingate. If the University were
farther away, developers might come in to tap into the expanding student

Patrick Niland loved playing SimCity as a kid. In the
computer game, the player develops a city from the
ground up, building commercial, residential and
industrial zones and providing all the basic services
residents need: parks, roads, schools, etc.

“I tell my friends it’s like I do the same thing as an adult,” says Niland,
town manager of Wingate for the past six years.

These days, he’s in full-on SimCity mode. With Wingate University
growing by leaps and bounds and the state of North Carolina deep into its
Monroe Expressway project, the town of Wingate is at a turning point.

A larger student body means not only more people in the town but also
more buildings on an expanded campus, more town services used, and
more cars on the road. It can also mean a more vibrant, attractive city with
untapped labor resources – an appealing town with available workers to
attract business.

There is certainly room for some symbiosis: The town benefits from
the attention placed on the University, the increased number of students
and the potential businesses that will follow. The University benefits from
a town that is attractive to potential students and employees and offers a
full range of services.

Niland envisions the Wingate Main Street of the not-too-distant future
as a typical college town: brick-paver sidewalks, benches, streetlights,
coffee shops, restaurants and a bar or two, places that serve as a secondary
hub of campus life. 

Sounds like a no-brainer: The town came into being because of the
school, and it should be able to grow alongside it. But it’s complicated.

P
Enrolment
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base. Or if that student base were much higher – say, in the 20,000-student
range – that would draw developers’ attention. But it’s difficult for the town to
attract much retail based on student numbers when much of what students
are looking for can be found five miles down the road.

Still, Niland feels that, ultimately, a larger University will help Wingate
break free of Monroe’s shadow and become a more prosperous town. And he
has been working with the University to make sure that happens.

Closer relationship
Niland says that in the past few years, the town and the University have
worked more closely together to make sure they’re on the same page.

“When I got here there wasn’t a whole lot of communication,” he says.
“You look at it and say, ‘The University is our biggest asset in town. We have
to work with them to get most of what we’re trying to accomplish done.’

“We reached out to them. We had a very progressive board – we still have
that same board – and they were willing to sit down and talk to the University
about some of the things they wanted to see from the town.”

Both entities know that it’s in their best interest to grow together, and
they’re singing from the same hymn page. Both would like for there to be
more of a “college-town feel” to the areas surrounding the University.

Work in that regard has already begun. One half of the block of Main
Street that lies on the University side of the railroad tracks has been
renovated in recent years. The University bookstore, Wingate Outfitters, is
located there, along with a Pizza Hut restaurant. The streetlamps along that
stretch are painted to match those on campus, and it’s easy to picture a
couple of similar blocks featuring restaurants, shops and pubs.

That’s pretty much the plan. The University has a few desirable
restaurants on campus, such as Einstein Brothers Bagels, a Subway sandwich
shop and a Starbucks, which recently opened to much fanfare. For the town
to thrive alongside the University, some of the services that students use need
to be off campus.

“What we’re hoping to do is a coffee shop, a bar, a restaurant, possibly
doctors and lawyers offices, having a first-floor retail, second and third floor
either office or residential,” Niland says. “It’s easier to go up than it is to go
out. The higher you go up, the more value it has. We’re going to try to create
that Davidson feel on these two blocks. … We feel if we can develop this block
and the one heading north, that could be our ‘college town.’

“I think that’s where getting both our plans together and saying, we

understand we’re not going to be able
to tax any of these buildings that
you’re building for students coming
in. But if there’s a possibility of
maybe taking that restaurant that
you’re going to put on campus and
having that off campus to where it’s a
taxable property for us, citizens can
use it and students can use it.”

Some of that development could
also fill a University need by providing
housing for graduate students,
particularly pharmacy, physician-
assistant-studies and physical-therapy
students. Currently, the majority of
them live closer to Charlotte, but
many have said that they spend so
much time at the school that they’d
prefer to live close by.

“We’re trying to look into some
higher-density residential – the Main
Street three-story apartment complex
or townhomes or condos or
something that the graduate students
could live in,” Niland says.

Head north on Main Street,
and a potential game-changer is on
the way.

Bypassing Monroe
Just a hair north of the University’s
football field, Irwin Belk Stadium, lies
a construction project that could
provide enormous economic benefits
to both Wingates. The Monroe
Expressway will start at U.S. Highway
74 near I-485, southeast of Charlotte,
and cut through northeastern Union

W I N G A T EW I N G A T E



39

County before dumping out in Marshville. It is expected to
be a toll road that will bypass Monroe and its slow-moving
stretch of 74.

The bypass is set to open next year, followed shortly by
a virtually stoplight-free Independence Boulevard express -
way in Charlotte. The result is expected to be a 30-minute
straight shot from the University to uptown Charlotte.

“One developer said to us, ‘There are only going to be
six interchanges on that expressway, and yours is the only
one with a college town at the end of it,’” Wingate President
Dr. Rhett Brown says. “And they said that at some point
people are going to realize that. If you’re a 25-year-old
moving from Pittsburgh to Charlotte to start a job at Wells
Fargo, and you can’t afford to live in Elizabeth, and you’re
looking for a place to walk your dog and have a burger, and
this will put you 25 minutes from work once all of it’s done,
he said at some point development will come your way.”

Now, when that development will happen is still to be
determined. But Niland is optimistic that it could transform
the town. “With the bypass, we’ve received a number of calls
that we hadn’t received before about land and what it can be
used for,” he says. “There are businesses that have said
they’re going to wait until the bypass is open and then
they’re going to look for a location in town.

“The bypass will give us something we haven’t had, and
that’s connectability. Being able to get to Charlotte and get
to 485 and everywhere that goes will open up some
opportunities for us, absolutely.”

Residentially, it’s conceivable that subdivisions will be
built on the northern side of the expressway interchange,
with “senior living” facilities also a possibility. Commercially,
there could be some type of large shopping area with “big
box” stores, boutique shops and restaurants. Industrially,
Niland would love to attract the type of manufacturing and
service businesses that could make use of the University’s
intellectual capital. He mentions call centers – “they could
take advantage of a qualified, part-time labor force that the
University could provide,” he says – as well as precision

manufacturing, especially in the
medical-device field.

“These businesses would
provide a pretty good bang for your
buck on property value,” Niland says.
“They don’t use a lot of services but
they add a lot back to the
community. That’s what we’re trying
to do: Attract development that
doesn’t continue to stress our limited
resources.”

And the best part is that the
development can be controlled.

“In and around where the
interchange is going to be there’s a
lot of land that hasn’t been
developed, so we’re not worried
about redeveloping it,” Niland says.
“It’s kind of a blank slate. We can put
plans in place to make sure we don’t
have the issues Monroe had on 74, so
you don’t have a stoplight every 12
feet. It’s more planned development
than it is haphazard development.”

Of course, the best-laid plans
often go awry. But Niland is glad to
have the challenge in front of him.

“If someone came to me and
said, ‘It’s your choice to decide if you
want more people or don’t,’
absolutely we want more people. To
a certain point,” he says. “You still
want to keep that small-town
community feel. At some point it
gets so big you lose that, but we’re
not there yet.

“The benefits to me far outweigh
any negatives we have.” �
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In the summer of 2010, Breon McMichael ’14, ’16 (MBA) was all set to enter Wingate University as a freshman. He’d been
accepted and paid his deposit, and now he just needed his housing assignment.

Then a couple of hammers dropped: Wingate did away with his intended major, computer science, and McMichael was
told that, because of unprecedented enrollment growth that year, he and 100 other freshmen would be housed at a Days
Inn in Monroe, four miles from campus.

“I said, ‘OK, you don’t have my major. I don’t have a place to live on campus in a dorm. What is my purpose in going
to Wingate if I’m not going to have that?’”

Then McMichael thought about why he had picked Wingate in the first place. “The reason I ended up going was I
reverted back to when I first stepped on campus when I went for my tour,” he says. “Something told me to just stick through
it and I was going to get a lot of knowledge, I was going to meet a lot of people, and
I was going to get a lot of one-on-one help from my professors.”

His gut turned out to be right. McMichael went on to earn a business
management degree in four years, and two years later he’d tacked on his MBA from
the University. Now a financial advisor for Northwestern Mutual, McMichael says
that if he ever has children, he’ll encourage them to go to Wingate.

McMichael’s story is similar to that of many students who spent their first
semester of college at the Hilltop outpost back in 2010. Wingate’s freshman
enrollment grew about 50% from the fall of 2009 to the fall of 2010, and the

Hilltop 
Students

i

glad 
they gave 

a chance in 2010
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University needed a temporary facility to house students for
just a semester while construction on Byrum Hall in Watson
Village was wrapping up. Wingate leased the Days Inn and
paid to have all 50-plus rooms remodeled.

Fast-forward seven years, and Wingate is again
experiencing massive enrollment growth. At a time when
many universities are desperate for students, Wingate is
bringing them in by the truckload.

That means that, until more dorm space opens up in
the fall of 2018, Wingate has had to find some creative ways
to house the new Bulldogs. In addition to opening up
housing in former office space, such as the Young Guest
House and the first floor of Alumni Hall, and adding a bed to
rooms in some dorms, Wingate decided to buy the Days Inn.

Reservations
Crews spent much of July and August replacing air
conditioners, furniture and carpet in all rooms at the newly
christened Hilltop Hall. Essentially, the rooms in Hilltop Hall
are brand new from head to toe.

In mid-August, about 100 first-year students moved into
their new rooms at the facility, which will serve as their
home until May. Some of them may have had reservations –
the “I’m not sure about this” kind, not the Expedia.com kind
– but McMichael and others can offer reassurance that life at
Hilltop is surprisingly nice.

Within a few weeks of moving in, McMichael had found
that living at “Hilltop,” the name of a former hotel on the
site and still the name locals associate with the building, had
its advantages. He could get his laundry done free of charge,
and his meal card was good at the well-regarded Hilltop Bar
and Bistro.

Best of all, he bonded with the other freshmen who took
the twice-hourly shuttle from Hilltop to campus.

“Living in a smaller community, you’ll start to build
close relationships quicker than meeting people all around
the Wingate campus,” he says. “You’ll start to see the bond
in the first few weeks.”

Cody Greene echoes that sentiment. At first, he had
his doubts after receiving his housing letter in the summer
of 2010.

“I had mixed emotions about it,” Greene says. “I think
as a first-year student, you’re 18 years old, you feel kind of
different because you’re not getting the same experience
that everyone else is getting. You somewhat feel excluded.”

It didn’t take long for Greene to feel comfortable being a
hotel dweller.

“Within that first month I began to feel that my living
situation wasn’t that different,” he says. “People would
comment that they were jealous that we were able to use

our meal plans at Hilltop.”
“To have your laundry done and

get to eat at Hilltop? I didn’t get any
real major complaints about that,”
says Mick Reynolds, now dean of
campus life but the director of
residence life in 2010.

In fact, the retention rate for
those who stayed at Hilltop in 2010
was comparable to that of the
general student population.

Many of the amenities this time
around are similar to those in 2010.
The meal plan is honored at Hilltop
Bar and Bistro; students’ clothes are
washed and folded every week, free
of charge; and students share a
bathroom with just one other person,
unlike the eight-to-a-bathroom
situation in most on-campus
residence halls. There is also a
basketball court and a pool. As
Reynolds points out, Helms Hall also
offers those last two amenities but
has “twice as many students.”

According to Emily Holmes ’10,
who served as the residence director
at the Hilltop location seven years
ago, once students got into the
rhythm of living at Hilltop, they
enjoyed it.

“They were generally happy
because they got treated more as
adults than freshmen normally are,”
she says.

Safe and secure
Holmes says any concerns parents
had regarding security at a hotel
just off a busy highway proved
unfounded. She had two residence
assistants working for her, and
several student workers took shifts
manning the front desk in the lobby.
Their main training involved
security situations.

Also, just like now, a Union
County Sheriff’s deputy or Monroe
Police officer was on site from 7 p.m.
to 7 a.m. every day.

H I L LT O P  H A L L
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Although the Hilltop stopgap
proved successful for a semester
seven years ago, Reynolds
understands that things are
somewhat different this time around.
For one thing, students will be
housed there all year, with a new
224-bed residence hall set to open in
the fall of 2018. All students housed
in Hilltop this year will have the first
opportunity to live in the new
residence-hall apartments as
sophomores.

In order to make the Hilltop
experience more special in 2017,
Reynolds says, a primary focus this
time is on improving “programming.”

“The last time we did this, we
had a real focus on making sure the
students could get to campus to
participate in as many programs as
possible,” he says. “A central part of
what we were trying to do was make
sure they felt like there was seamless
integration. While we want to make
sure that we offer those opportunities
this time, we also want to try to tailor
some programs specifically to those
students too.”

That means more Hilltop-specific
gatherings in the hotel lobby or at the
on-site basketball court or pool. It
could be pizza parties, trivia games or
basketball tournaments.

No matter what, the students at
Hilltop tend to get everything campus
life offers and then some.

“What we tried to do was make
them feel special, and I hope that’s
what came through in 2010,”
Reynolds says. “Places are important
when it comes to an experience, but
the most important thing is the
people, and that’s something that
transcends the experience, whether
you’re on campus or at Hilltop or
wherever you are.”

Greene, who views his situation
not only with 20/20 hindsight but
also as an area coordinator in the

Office of Residence Life and Housing at William Peace University in Raleigh, says
situations such as housing students at Hilltop bring out the best in Wingate
University.

“I just think that Wingate in general does a really good job of meeting
students where they are, whether that be off campus, on campus, whatever walk
of life you come from,” he says. “Having a complex four miles off campus, I think
they will continue to do a good job of meeting student needs where that student
is. That ultimately is what provides an awesome campus-involvement experience:
making sure you’re meeting students where they are, especially if they feel
disconnected from campus in a sense.” �
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five OTD programs accredited by the American
Occupational Therapy Association. By the end
of this year, there are expected to be 47
programs that are accredited, candidates for
accreditation or applicants for accreditation.

But demand for occupational therapists is
high, and there is likely to still be a shortage of
seats for qualified students.

“Nationally there is only a 17 percent
acceptance rate into occupational therapy
schools,” Sweetman says. “That tells you that
we have far too few programs for the number of
qualified applicants.”

Unlike physical therapy, which is more
often concerned with rehabilitating a physical
injury, occupational therapy concentrates on
helping people who have suffered a physical or
mental illness to perform everyday tasks. “I
think of physical therapy as being restorative
and occupational therapy as being more about
accommodation,” says Dr. Robert Supernaw,
vice provost, Levine College of Health Sciences.
“You’ve got a particular condition, and how do
we allow you to continue to do the things that
fulfill you in life without being a bystander?”

Brown found out firsthand how valuable OTs
can be when his mother became ill. “The

studies and nursing programs. Just
over 20 percent of Wingate’s nearly
3,200 students are in graduate
health-sciences programs.

The field of occupational
therapy, which is closely related to
physical therapy, is growing rapidly.
U.S. News and World Report cited
occupational therapy as one of the
15 best careers of 2015. The average
OT salary in North Carolina is
$80,000, and there are only 2,520
registered OTs in the state.
According to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, demand for OTs and OT
assistants is expected to increase
from 2010 to 2020 at a rate 33%
faster than the average occupation.

“Because of the success of our
physical therapy program, and be -
cause of the need that we have locally,
occupational therapy was a natural
consideration,” says Wingate
University President Dr. Rhett Brown.

Wingate is joining a field that is
growing fast but is far from crowded.
In 2007, the United States had only

Wingate University is adding to its
Levine College of Health Sciences
roster with a doctor of occupational
therapy (OTD) program. The first
director of the program, Dr. Melissa
Sweetman, started at WU on Sept. 1,
and the first cohort of students is
expected to begin coursework in the
fall of 2019.

Occupational therapy is a
natural next step in the evolution of
Wingate’s health-sciences program.
The first cohort of students in the
doctor of physical therapy (DPT)
program graduated in December of
2016, and Wingate also offers doctor
of pharmacy, physician assistant

OT doctoral program to begin in 2019 

W
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occupational therapist was a godsend,” he says.
“It’s like they had these magic powers for helping
her navigate the smallest, most painful things that
there’s no way I could have helped her with.”

Sweetman says occupational therapists play
a big role in making life better for patients and
in keeping them out of the hospital – the latter
which brings with it a huge cost-saving benefit.

“Our goal is to make sure every human
being can complete the activities, which we call
‘occupations,’ that are important to them,” she
says. “Many of those things develop someone’s
identity of who they believe they are. But they
are also basic activities that help someone stay
in their home: bathing and feeding and dressing
and paying bills, or working a job or doing the
things they love to do – cooking or gardening or
playing cards. Whatever it is people enjoy doing,
when they are able to do those things they are
healthier and happier.”

Sweetman came to Wingate from the Rocky
Mountain University of Health Professions in
Provo, Utah, where she ran the post-professional
OTD program.

C
ommunity Health Services of Union County has been caring for its
medically underserved neighbors for 25 years, helping them battle
diabetes and related complications. Beginning this summer, the

nonprofit will expand its free clinic services with the addition of a full-
time physician assistant provided by Wingate University’s William and
Loretta Harris Department of PA Studies.

WU President Rhett Brown announced the partnership in May at
CHSUC’s annual fundraising breakfast at Rolling Hills Country Club in
Monroe. He said having a PA on staff would enable the organization to
give patients more consistent and comprehensive care while offering
increased clinical opportunities to Wingate University students.

“When the expertise being acquired in the classroom and the
community needs align, it’s a perfect opportunity for students to carry
out their good work,” says Brown, describing one of the University’s
strategic-plan initiatives, that of creating a “laboratory of difference-
making.”

W ingate University has a history of
helping students clear hurdles, and
that’s exactly what happened one day

in May in the library of Chase High School in
Forest City, North Carolina.

“We’re here today to honor your high
academic achievement and your strength of
character, and we hope to remove any barriers
in front of you and achieving your goals,” WU
Director of Admissions Gabe Hollingsworth told
a stunned Parker Jackson as he presented him
with a full scholarship, worth an estimated
$167,000.

The surprise announcement lifted an
incredible burden from the shoulders of the 18-
year-old and his family, four members of which
are battling a rare, genetic illness. Wayne
Jackson was diagnosed with pancreatic
neuroendocrine cancer in 2014. A year later, his
sons Preston and Parker began having similar
symptoms, and he says that his 9-year-old son
also tested positive for the illness in the spring.

Molly Grantham, with WBTV in Charlotte,
had reported on the family’s struggles and
Parker’s plan to attend Wingate. Knowing he’ll
have one less hurdle brought the high school
senior to tears.

He says at first that he was totally confused
about why his family and friends were in the

school library and “a tall man in a
suit” was talking to him.

“When he said ‘full scholarship,’
I was so grateful and speechless,”
Parker says. “It was very
overwhelming, but in a good way.
This means more than I could ever
put into words.”

Parker had initially thought he

would attend a large state-supported
school, but he says that during a visit
to Wingate he began to feel at home.

He plans to major in biology on
the pre-med track and become an
anesthesiologist, a career goal that he
attributes in part to his time in
hospitals and being put to sleep for
medical procedures.

WU, free clinic team up

to battle diabetes 

Wingate gives cancer patient full ride
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T
hanks to an experimental
device and a free clinic at
Wingate University, a Monroe

man is learning to walk again despite
prolonged numbness in his feet.

Just a few years ago, Timothy
Kelley spent his days off on the tennis
court – for hours at a time. Then one
morning he woke up and couldn’t feel
his feet. Kelley, a truck driver by
trade, has not worked in the inter -
vening three years. He suffers from
peripheral neuropathy, a condition
that afflicts many people who, like
Kelley, have diabetes.

With neuropathy, “you don’t
know where your feet are in space,”
says Dr. Diane Wrisley, director of
post-professional programs for
Wingate University’s Department of
Physical Therapy. “It’s like you’re
walking with bricks on your legs.”

The numbness in his feet,
coupled with diminished vision,
makes it hard for the 51-year-old
Kelley to walk around his house,
much less pilot the 18-wheelers he
drove for 31 years. He can’t even
stand at the sink to wash dishes.

A device Kelley has been trying
out at Wingate University is changing

all that. Kelley is getting to use
Walkasins, a device that tells the
brain which part of the foot is on the
ground. From the moment he first
inserted a set of the devices into his
shoes and got to his feet, Kelley has
been able to walk without assistance.

“As soon as I stood up and got
both feet flat on the floor, it was a
game-changer,” Kelley says with a
huge grin.

The device is essentially a modi -
fied sole insert that connects to a
strap worn above the ankle. Sensors
in the insert trigger vibrations in the
strap that tell the wearer which part of
the foot is bearing the person’s weight.

Kelley is the first person in the
world to get to take a set of Walkasins
home for his personal use. Until now,
all testing had been done in the lab,
mostly in Boston and Minneapolis,
where the device’s inventor, Dr. Lars
Oddsson, is based.

Kelley is getting to try them out
because of Oddsson’s professional
relationship with Wrisley – they were
colleagues at the University of Buffalo
a few years ago – and because of a
group of Wingate students. Kelley is
the beneficiary of a free clinic begun

DPT helps Monroe man walk again
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I
n May, Emmanuel Macron shocked world
politics when he became France’s youngest-
ever president at the age of 39 – less than
a year after he formed his political party,

En Marche.
It’s little surprise that he enlisted the help of

young people in his bid to make history. One of
those young Frenchmen, Anthony Gaudin, had
only recently graduated from Wingate University
with a degree in political science when he
started working on the Macron campaign, as a
legal consultant.

By May, he was the head of polling-station
assessors for the En Marche operations in
Gaudin’s hometown of Orleans.

“Two months after graduation, I was the
head of a department. I was working for a
presidential candidate,” he says. “It’s crazy,
and I love it.”

Gaudin, who continued working for En
Marche after the presidential campaign ended,
originally came to the U.S. as a distance runner,
and he competed in cross country and track for
the Bulldogs. At Wingate, he was known for
prodding his professors and demanding more out
of his classmates, and he’s carried that persist -
ence and dedication over to his professional life.

“He made the class discussion better by
keeping everybody honest in their arguments,”
says Dr. Jacob Wobig, assistant professor of
political science. “You can’t get by with just a
simple assertion. He’s going to demand that you
provide some evidence and arguments in

support of it. Otherwise he’s going to
say, ‘You need to show me more.’ I
think that’s one of the reasons he’s
done so well.”

The centrist Macron appealed to
Gaudin, who had voted for the left-
leaning Francoise Hollande in 2012
but appreciates ideas from both the
left and the right. Macron is best
known for his business-friendly
approach to economics.

“I was following this guy
Macron, saying, ‘This guy is smart.
He has great ideas,’” Gaudin says.
“When I left France in 2013 for the
U.S., I was thinking, I don’t
understand why people are focused
on, like, right parties, like Republic -
ans, or left, like Democrats. If you
have great ideas on the right and
great ideas on the left and great ideas
in the middle, bring it together.” �

Alum helps Macron win big in France

in the fall of 2016 as a capstone project
by a quartet of second-year students in
the Department of Physical Therapy.
The students provide a clinic for people
in the local community who need exer -
cise similar to physical therapy but, like
Kelley, don’t have health insur ance or
have maxed out their coverage.

“I started (at the clinic) last
October, and when I got here, I could
not walk,” Kelley said in March.
“Literally could not walk. Couldn’t
stand, couldn’t bend, couldn’t do any
type of activity.”

After a couple of months, he was
making steady progress. But Wrisley

thought that there was more that
Wingate’s DPT program could offer
Kelley.

“I knew we had these devices
and I said, ‘You know, this might keep
this man walking for a lot longer,’”
Wrisley says. “His brain learned to
use it immediately. I didn’t even have
to do any training. He put them on
and it was like, ‘Wow! I know where I
am in space.’ His improvement is
phenomenal.”

But don’t take Wrisley’s word
for it.

“I put them on, and it was like
a miracle,” Kelley says. �
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teams from the SAC or the NCAA Southeast Region to
finish in the top 20, joining fifth-place Queens.

In winning a record 11th consecutive Echols Award,
Wingate piled up 1,413 points in the recently revamped
point system, winning by 232 points over second-place
Queens.

“Winning the Excellence Cup is the exclamation
point on a great year for Wingate’s athletics program,”
says Dr. Rhett Brown, Wingate University’s president.
“The athletes, coaches and staff earned the recognition
because of their talent, hard work and commitment to
each other. Our athletic program’s sustained success over
the last 11 years is a model for all of us at the
University.”

Before Wingate’s run, the previous record was eight,
by now-Division I Elon from 1989 to 1997. Using the old
point system, the Bulldogs accumulated 306.5 more
points than the next-closest school in the 10-year run.
The other current 11 SAC schools have combined to win
the cup five times.

The Bulldogs won SAC championships in men’s
soccer, volleyball, women’s tennis and women’s track and
field and posted second-place finishes in women’s cross
country, men’s tennis and men’s track and field, while
finishing tied for second in football, women’s basketball,
women’s lacrosse and men’s lacrosse.

12th in the Learfield Sports
Directors’ Cup standings for NCAA
Division II. This marks the third
consecutive year the Bulldogs have
finished in the top 30 nationally,
after a 28th-place finish in 2015-2016
and a best-ever sixth-place finish a
year earlier.

Leading the way this past season
was the men’s soccer team, which
captured the NCAA Division II
national championship, going
undefeated in SAC play in the
process. Both swim teams collected
top-10 national finishes in March,
with the Bulldog women finishing
third at the NCAA Championships
and the men placing sixth. The men’s
lacrosse team added a fifth-place
national finish in the spring.

Grand Valley State – a 20,000-
student institution in Michigan –
finished atop the final Learfield
leaderboard for the 12th time in
school history, followed by California
Baptist, West Florida and UC San
Diego. Wingate is one of only two

Wingate University athletics has
ruled the roost in the South Atlantic
Conference for over a decade.
Recently, the Bulldogs have made
waves nationally too.

At the end of an academic year
in which Wingate won its first-ever
team NCAA championship, the
Bulldog athletic program was
rewarded with yet another Echols
Athletic Excellence Cup and a top-15
finish in the national Learfield Cup
standings.

After netting the school’s 11th

consecutive Echols Cup for top
overall athletic program in the South
Atlantic Conference, Wingate placed

Wingate athletics first in SAC

W



49

T
he awards keep piling up for
Wingate athletes. In the
2016-2017 academic year,
the University added 10

Academic All-America selections,
taking its toll to 105 all time – tops in
the South Atlantic Conference.

Two of those Academic All-
America honorees are also nominees
for NCAA Woman of the Year. 2017
graduates Kaitlyn Brunworth (soccer)
and Vika Arkhipova (swimming) are
among 116 NCAA Division II athletes
– and 544 across all NCAA divisions –
nominated for the award. At the
annual awards ceremony on Oct. 22
in Indianapolis, the top 30 honorees
will be recognized and the 2017
NCAA Woman of the Year will be
announced.

Brunworth has already been
named the South Atlantic Conference
Woman of the Year, which recognizes
excellence in academics, athletics,
service and leadership. The two-time
Academic All-America honoree also
earned the SAC Presidents Award
this year and is a former all-American
on the field.

Arkhipova, from Seversk, Russia,
helped Wingate to top-three finishes
in the past three NCAA Division II
championship meets. She had five

All-American swims at the 2017 meet, and in 2016 she
won the 200 backstroke national title and was part of a
national-championship swim in the 400 medley relay, in
which the Bulldogs set a national record with a time of
3:37.80.

“I am thrilled for Vika,” Wingate head men’s and
women’s swimming coach Kirk Sanocki says. “She is an
outstanding representative of our university. Vika
epitomizes every thing the NCAA Woman of the Year
award represents.”

Arkhipova has logged hundreds of volunteer service
hours. “The best experience I have ever had was at Wingate
Elementary School, where I went every year to share the
Russian culture with the kids,” Arkhipova says. “It was

amazing to watch them grow.”
She volunteered four years at

Wingate’s nationally recognized
Special Olympics swimming venue.
During the summers after her fresh -
man and sophomore years, Arkhipova
and her long-time swim ming coach
ran a summer swim camp for children
ages 7-11 in Seversk.

“I always push myself to be the
best in everything I do, while
inspiring others to do the same,”
Arkhipova says. “The swimming
program at Wingate allowed me to
turn from the ugly duckling into the
beautiful swan who is ready to
change people’s lives for the better. I
am thankful for everything and
everyone at Wingate University.”

Read more about Brunworth on
page 13.

Wingate’s other Academic All-
Americas this year, as selected by
the College Sports Information
Directors of America (CoSIDA),
were Damian Goana (men’s soccer),
Mikaela Hadaway (women’s golf),
Andrea Ternera (women’s tennis),
Leif-Henning Kluver (men’s
swimming), Lucas Cuadros (men’s
swimming), Alyssa Johnson
(women’s track/cross country),
Jacob Troutman (men’s track/cross
country) and Valerie Griesche
(women’s track/cross country).

Two Bulldogs up for NCAA Woman of the Year

2016-17 SAC Echols Athletic Excellence Award standings

  RANK                                                   SCHOOL                                                TOTAL

      1.                                                        Wingate                                                  1,413

      2.                                                         Queens                                                 1,181.1

      3.                                                    Lenoir-Rhyne                                             1,080

      4.                                                Lincoln Memorial                                        1,014.5

      5.                                                       Tusculum                                               929.07

      6.                                                 Carson-Newman                                         910.16

      7.                                                       Anderson                                               891.83

      8.                                                        Catawba                                                 825.5

      9.                                                       Newberry                                                  816

     10.                                                         Coker                                                   748.75

     11.                                                      Mars Hill                                                604.08

     12.                                                       Brevard                                                    254 

Brunworth

Arkhipova
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environment for watching the game and enjoying the game-day experience.”
Night football could also make Bulldog football games a tougher ticket.
“In the past, we have heard from many families in our community who

have had conflicts with Saturday afternoon home football games at Wingate,”
Poston says. “The 6 p.m. start for our 2017 home football games should help
us expand our fan base.”

Wingate finished 8-2 overall and 5-2 in South Atlantic Conference play in
2016. Seven of Wingate’s 10 games this year will be night-time starts.

Wingate kicked off its first
artificially illuminated
football game in Irwin
Belk Stadium on Sept.

16. Thanks in part to seed money
from Marcella McInnis McGee, wife of
former WU president Dr. Jerry McGee,
Wingate now plays night football.

Wingate played night games at
Walter Bickett Stadium in Monroe
from 1986 to 1997, but since the first
kickoff at Irwin Belk Stadium in
1998, Bulldog football games had
been strictly an afternoon affair.

That all changed when Wingate
hosted Carson-Newman on Sept. 16.
Marcella McGee and her son, Matt
McInnis, flipped the coin to
determine which team got the ball
first, and shortly thereafter night
football at Belk became a reality.

“We believe this will create a
festive game environment, complete
with afternoon tailgating oppor tuni -
ties for our fans and students,” says
WU Vice President and Director of
Athletics Steve Poston. “For our early
September home games, we believe
an evening football game will provide
our fans with a more pleasant

L
ast semester, the Caleb and
Lorene Barnhardt Athletic
Office Suite was dedicated in
memory of Lorene Barnhardt,

who passed away before the Feb. 28
dedication.

Family and friends of the
Barnhardts, members of the
community, and Wingate students,
faculty and staff were in attendance
to honor Lorene’s memory.

“I cannot think of anyone whose
name is more appropriate or more
greatly appreciated on this area
where we serve the needs of our
student-athletes and their coaches,”
says Steve Poston, Wingate University
vice president and director of
athletics.

The impeccable suite houses the
newly added athletics wing in the

Charles A. Cannon Athletic
Complex, which includes the offices
of the athletics director, associate
athletics director for internal
operations, associate athletics
director for compliance, assistant
athletics director for sports
marketing and promotions, and the
staff conference room.

Wingate Athletic Foundation
and Bulldog Club director Bill
Nash believes Caleb and Lorene
Barnhardt are leaving a legacy.

“Like other educational
institutions in Union County and
elsewhere, Wingate University should
count its blessings because of the
interest and support of Lorene and
Caleb Barnhardt,” Nash says. “The
Barnhardt family is very supportive
of Wingate University and our

athletic program. More notably, their expressions of
genuine interest in our students and student-athletes
through endowed and annual scholarship assistance is
vital to our institution.”

Night football 

is finally a reality

at Irwin Belk

Stadium.  

Saturday night lights

Barnhardt Suite dedicated
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The ball that Donn Goodwin ’62

used to strike out all 18 batters he
faced in a Little League game in
1954 is now in the World of Little
League Museum in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania. Goodwin is believed
to be the first player in Little League
history to strike out all batters in a
perfect game. Little League started
in 1939.

Larry Lee Hatley ’70 has been
named senior vice president and
Locust-branch manager of First
Bank, a subsidiary of First Bancorp.
A resident of Oakboro, Hatley
serves on the Wingate University
Board of Visitors.

Barry Howard ’89 opened a law
office in Matthews in October 2016.
Formerly a partner in Goodwin and
Howard, P.A., Howard specializes in
estate planning and estate admin -
istration. He graduated from Wingate
in 1989 with a bachelor of music
education and earned his master’s at
the University of South Carolina and
his J.D. at Charlotte School of Law.

Yolanda Blakeney ’96 is one of
only a few teachers nationwide
selected to join the National Board
for Professional Teaching Stan -
dards’ standard-setting panel for 
its summer 2017 review team.
Blakeney will serve on the team as 
a National Board Certified Teachers
expert in the area of chemistry.
Blakeney is dean of students at

Cabarrus Kannapolis Early College
High School.

Michael Royal ’01, ’16 (Ed.D.)
recently became the Mooresville
Graded School District’s Chief
Operating Officer. Royal had been
principal of Mooresville High School
since 2011.

Bryan Rudolph ’03, who teaches
social studies, was named teacher of
the year for the 2017-2018 school
year at Forest Hills High School in
Marshville and was among the 10
finalists for countywide teacher of
the year.

Randi M. Davis ’04 is serving a two-
year term on the Board of Directors
of the North Carolina chapter of the
National School Public Relations
Association. Davis, who was editor of
The Weekly Triangle for two years
while at Wingate, is an internal-
communications specialist for
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools.

Mindy Jenkins ’04, a fourth-grade
teacher, was named teacher of the
year at Fairview Elementary School
in Union County for the 2017-2018
school year.

John Bowman ’05 was recently
inducted into the South Atlantic
Conference Hall of Fame. Bowman, a
member of the Wingate University
Sports Hall of Fame, was an All-
American defensive end for the

Bulldogs. The 11-year veteran of the
Canadian Football League is the all-
time leader in quarterback sacks for
the Montreal Alouettes. 

Ben Fleming ’06 is the new strength
and conditioning head coach at the
University of North Carolina at
Wilmington. Fleming, who played
soccer at Wingate, has spent time as
strength and conditioning coach for
various teams at the University of
Central Florida, Kansas State
University and, most recently, the
University of Mississippi, where he
concentrated on baseball. 

Dustin Prickett ’06 won a national
Addy Award for still photography for
his photo of cowboys heading out for
work. The photo was part of an ad
campaign for AgAmerica, an
agriculture-focused financial agency.
The American Advertising Awards
(Addys) are the most prestigious
advertising competition in the U.S. 

Kacey Gillis Brooks ’08 was
recently named girl’s head basketball
coach at Piedmont High School in
Monroe.

Dustin Prickett’s Addy-winning picture 

Dustin Prickett

John Bowman John Bowman Ben Fleming
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James Garabedian ’08 earned his
Ph.D. from N.C. State University in
May. Garabedian, who has accepted a
position as a postdoctoral research
assistant in Aiken, S.C., also recently
had his article “Use of LiDAR to
Define Habitat Thresholds for Forest
Bird Conservation” published in the
journal Forest Ecology and Manage -
ment. Garabedian is researching the
endangered species the red-cockaded
woodpecker.

Stephen Torkington ’08 is the head
men’s lacrosse coach at Texas State
University. In 2008, Torkington
became Wingate’s fourth men’s
lacrosse All-American.

Ben Hall ’09 (MBA) was named Mid-
Eastern Athletic Conference coach
of the year in baseball. Hall has been
head coach at North Carolina A&T
University since 2015. This year’s
Aggie team went 26-23 overall and
15-9 in the MEAC, winning 13 more
games than in 2016. 

Fermandi Dyson ’10 (M.A.Ed.) was
recently named principal at Metro
School in Charlotte.

LaRonda McClain ’10 was
inducted into the Kings Mountain
Sports Hall of Fame in May.
McClain was all-South Atlantic
Conference all four seasons of her
softball career at Wingate after a
stellar career at Kings Mountain
High School. 

Rebecca Little Burke ’11 is one-
third of the gospel group The Littles,
who spent a week in Nashville in
May recording their first CD, under
the Song Garden record label. The
CD was released in June.

Misha Rogers ’12 (Ed.D.) is the
principal at Park View Elementary
School in Mooresville. Rogers had
been an elementary- and middle-
school principal in Lincoln County
since 2011.

Ben Hall 

Wingate University alumna and
librarian Debra Hargett ’01

will never forget the day she
heard that her hometown was underwater.

“I started reading posts from friends,
people that I knew exactly where they
lived, houses I had played in as a child, and
they were posting things on Facebook like
‘I’ve lost everything’ or ‘I still can’t get
home, the water’s too high,’” Hargett says.

On June 23, 2016, West Virginia’s
Greenbrier Valley experienced a thousand-
year flood. The surging water submerged about 90 percent of the homes in Rainelle,
next door to Rupert, where Hargett grew up. Before the ordeal ended, it would take
23 lives and destroy more than 1,200 houses.

But it would also set off a chain of events in Hargett’s life that would
strengthen her faith and remind her of the importance of serving others.

Hargett has worked at Wingate’s Ethel K. Smith library since 2005. After
driving home from the library with her mind on the flood that day in June 2016,
Hargett said she sat at her table staring at her computer and praying. The vacation
she and her husband, Jack, had planned for the following week would take them
within an hour of Rainelle. She wondered if they could detour and do something to
help flood victims.

So she put the word out. “My church, Lee Park, used their office as a drop-
off,” Hargett says. “People came to my house, filled up my living room, then down
the hallway. People at Wingate dropped off supplies at my office.”

By the time the Hargetts were ready to leave on vacation, they had a U-Haul
filled to the brim with cleaning supplies, brooms, shovels, diapers and more. “It
was overwhelming to see the outpouring of love,” Hargett says.

A bright student who sometimes got poor marks in conduct because she
talked too much, Hargett initially wanted to be a physical therapist. But an
emotional attachment to the lab rats at Marshall University forced her to change
tack, and she ultimately studied marketing and communications at a branch
campus of Bluefield State College.

It was there that she got a chance to run a radio station for a local member of
the state’s House of Delegates while the lawmaker was away in session. “I figured,
‘Well, I like to talk,’ so I took my little X’s in ‘quiet and orderly’ and transposed them
into work in radio for about 10 years,” Hargett says.

She got married, began raising a family and only later, after having moved to
North Carolina, decided to finish her degree. That’s how she became a Bulldog,
taking classes for her bachelor of liberal studies degree in organizational
communication at Wingate’s Matthews campus (now in Ballantyne).

Hargett went on to earn a master of library and information studies from UNC-
Greensboro, and she says her less-than-straight pathway to the job has given her a
well-rounded perspective.

“I look at all of my experiences, from my early college days at Marshall to
later being at a branch campus and then earning a degree as an adult, as helping
me to relate to both the traditional and nontraditional student,” says Hargett, who
serves as digital-services librarian. “Primarily, people need access to our
resources whether they are in the building on campus or in a coffee shop in
Connecticut. I always have to keep that perspective in mind.”

A few months after the floods in West Virginia, Hargett’s generosity paid
dividends again when residents of Rupert and Rainelle contacted her after
Hurricane Matthew hit North Carolina.

“The children’s home in Rupert started sending me messages asking, ‘What
can we do?’ They organized a truckload of supplies and a group of volunteers,”
says Hargett, who helped them connect with a church in Lumberton and headed
east to meet with relief workers and help with logistics for the West Virginia group.

“Knowing my friends and co-workers answered my call for help in such a big
way was humbling. Then to see how West Virginia gave back to North Carolina
was just as heartwarming,” Hargett says. “Compassion is alive and well.”

Librarian always

willing to help 

Debra Hargett

LaRonda McClain
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Megan Somers White ’12 passed
the North Carolina Bar Exam in
February. Somers is an associate
attorney at Collins Family Law
Group in Charlotte. 

Ben Biron ’13 was named one of
Inc. magazine’s “50 emerging global
entrepreneurs to watch in 2017.”
Biron is one of the co-founders of
Wasteless, a company that aims to
recapture $1 billion in lost grocery
revenue by improving product
tracking and increasing the
efficiency of grocery sales. 

Alison Cooke ’14 has been named
assistant volleyball coach at Bowling
Green State University in Bowling
Green, Ohio. Cooke had been
serving as a volunteer assistant
volleyball coach at Duke University.
Cooke was a two-time All-American
setter at Wingate. 

James Ford ’14 (certification in
educational leadership) was named a
co-chair of the Leading on Oppor tun -
ity Implementation Council, whose
task is to help tackle poverty in
Charlotte. Ford is a former North
Carolina teacher of the year and was
named Charlotte magazine’s
Charlottean of the Year in 2014. 

Shelly Stumpff ’15 has been named
assistant coach for the University of
South Dakota’s volleyball team.
Stumpff was South Atlantic Confer -
ence player of the year in 2015 and
led the Bulldogs to a 125-14 record
during her four years. Stumpff had
been serving as a graduate assistant
coach at South Dakota. 

Jerome Benoit ’16, a
communications major and a U.S.
Army veteran, has opened Signs
Mpress in Monroe. Located at 312 W.
Roosevelt Blvd., the company offers

a wide range of products, such as
custom banners, window decals and
business cards.

Dr. Maxine Brigman-Brown ’16

(Ed.D.) is the new principal at Troy
Elementary School in Troy, N.C.

Nelly Dimov ’16 was appointed a
student ambassador by the U.S.
State Department and spent the
summer working in the U.S. pavilion
at the World Expo in Kazakhstan.
Dimov is in the master’s program at
the University of Kentucky’s Patter -
son School of Diplomacy and
International Commerce. 

Alicia McCree ’16 (Ed.S.) became
principal of Cabarrus Charter High
School on April 3.

Jordan Smith ’16 became a phys ical-
education teacher at Banks Eleme nt -
ary School in Kinston in January.
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U
nlike the typical baseball fan,
Mason Randall ’97 is less
concerned about hits and runs

than he is about players’ spiritual walks.
Since 2015, Randall has volunteered with
an international ministry called Baseball
Chapel and been assigned as the Rangers’
chaplain, or as the ministry calls him,
“chapel leader.”

“A friend of mine who is chapel
leader for the Astros called me three
seasons ago and asked if I would do it,”
says Randall, who is a pastor at Lake
Pointe Church in suburban Dallas. “As he
described the ministry, I realized it was
an opportunity to influence influencers. 
I was being given the opportunity to
spiritually invest in men who would be able to influence people for the rest of
their lives because of baseball. Athletes have a different kind of credibility
than a lot of people.”

About two hours before the first pitch of every Sunday home game,
Randall meets up with players for a short service that he describes as a cross
between a devotional time and a sermon.

“My hope is not that I am giving them brilliant content,” he says, “but that
I’m being a spiritual leader in their lives, pushing them clearly toward Jesus and
steps they might consider in being better men, better husbands, better leaders.”

In fact, Randall says that what happens during the chapel time, which is
both voluntary and well attended, is not nearly as important as the one-on-one
relationships he builds with players, coaches and staff.

“Most of the ministry happens when I go and take a guy out to lunch, call
them or go on a road trip and hang out. It’s the nongroup dynamic that provides
the best ministry opportunities,” he says. “I’ve had one of the guys call me and
become a Christian over the phone. I’ve sat at lunch and had them share
struggles going on in their marriage. I’ve had coaches sit down and talk about
family problems.”

A 1997 Wingate graduate, Randall majored in sociology. As a member of
Pi Kappa Phi fraternity, he rode his bike across America in the Journey of
Hope the summer after graduation and has been involved in full-time ministry
in Texas ever since, first with Young Life and, since 2004, at Lake Pointe. He
and his wife, Lydia, have a son, Boone, who is 7, and a 3-year-old daughter
named Aspen.

Before becoming the Rangers’ chapel leader, Randall underwent training
with Baseball Chapel, which provides chaplains for all 210 teams in Major and
Minor League Baseball. The nondenominational organization is concerned with
protecting the environment and clubhouse dynamic while providing ministry to
the team “right where they are,” he says.

“I am an outsider stepping into their world. I have to understand how to
walk softly and strategically,” Randall explains. “One thing that I communicate
to them very often is that ‘I will never ask anything from you. I will never ask for
a ticket, an autograph, a favor, or for money. I’ll never ask for anything other than
that you take your spiritual life seriously.’” 

A cross-country runner and lacrosse athlete at Wingate, Randall admits
that he isn’t a huge baseball fan, but he is keenly aware of the pressures that
players face – not just at the stadium but in their daily lives as well.

“That’s where my heart is: investing in these guys away from the
clubhouse as much as possible,” he says.

Part of Rangers’
pregame ritual

Mason Randall
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Let the Bulldog family know about all
the great things happening in your life!

Email Brittany Bumgarner at
b.bumgarner@wingate.edu 

by November 30 to be included in the
next issue of Wingate Today.

Ben and Mollie Willis, a boy, Tate
Jacumin, April 15, 2017. Tate is the
grandson of Ginger Jacumin

Sellers ’82 and the great-grandson of
Cookie Jacumin, longtime Wingate
University athletics support.

Todd MacKay ’98 and Cassidy
MacKay, a boy, Austin Frederick,
June 20, 2017.

Rashid West ’02 and Emily West, a
girl, Brielle Makenzie, June 2, 2017.

Regina Arndt ’05 and Kevin Arndt,
a girl, Dani Mae, Feb. 20, 2017.

Births

Brielle Makenzie West 

Tate Jacumin Willis

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T  

Austin Frederick MacKay

Dani Mae Arndt 

mailto:b.bumgarner@wingate.edu


Taking the reins 
at a large daily paper
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Julia Johnson ’16 and Patrick Chabai were married on 
Aug. 7, 2016. 

Chris Conway ’09 (formerly Chris Garlow) and Courtney 
Allen were married on April 22, 2017.

Cliff Gaddy '42 – July 12, 2017 

John W. Lowery Sr. ’47 – June 17, 2017

Star Forney '90 – Aug. 1, 2017

Clint Stephens ’91 – March 7, 2017

Freddy Ossmann ’03 – June 16, 2017

David Roger Work, former executive director of the North
Carolina Board of Pharmacy who helped create the program at
the Wingate University School of Pharmacy – April 22, 2017

Henry B. Gaye, former trustee – June 7, 2017 

Weddings

Those we’ll miss 

When Mike Szvetitz ’00 was
just 22, he found himself
promoted to sports editor at a

small-town daily newspaper in Florida.
Being in charge after just six months on
the job didn’t faze him.

“I was excited, but what I didn’t
know didn’t scare me,” Szvetitz says. “I
should have been terrified.”

Szvetitz, 39, takes that same self-
confident approach to his new role:
managing editor of the Richmond Times-
Dispatch, a 100,000-circulation newspaper in northern Virginia. Svetitz served
as sports editor of the Times-Dispatch for two and a half years, managing a
team of 18. He’s now in charge of about 90 reporters, editors, photographers and
designers, who combined put out a daily newspaper and digital content that
cover a range of local and national topics.

This isn’t how Szvetitz saw his life evolving when he entered Wingate’s
Department of Communications as a freshman in 1996. Back then, he wanted to
entertain sports fans with catchphrase-heavy highlights as the next star of
ESPN’s SportsCenter.

“I wanted to be the next Chris Berman, Keith Olbermann or whatever,”
Szvetitz says. “The fact that Wingate had its own TV studio and TV station, I
could jump in right away and do TV. That really excited me.”

Szvetitz made the most of those resources, becoming the host and producer
of a weekly half-hour TV show, Bulldog Sports, during his freshman year, and
then gradually adding sports-radio and newspaper-writing duties to his work
slate over the years.

There were few on-air restric tions on Szvetitz and his classmates – “Just
don’t cuss,” he says – and that freedom enabled him to learn not only through his
classwork but also through trial and error. He and his director, Lee Sims, tried
location shoots, investigative journalism, even sketch comedy. Not all of it
worked, but it was all great experience.

“That’s why I wanted to come to Wingate,” Szvetitz says. “If I went to
Syracuse or any of these massive journalism schools, I don’t know when I’d
get to have my own show. At Wingate, I had my own show right off the bat. It
wasn’t good, mind you. But we were gaining invaluable experience.”

It also helped him realize that his biggest strength was writing, and after
graduation Szvetitz applied to an opening at a newspaper in Florida to cover
high-school sports. He was hired almost immediately.

After four years there and 10 years as the sports editor of the Opelika-
Auburn News in Alabama, covering big-time college football, Szvetitz became
sports editor at the Times-Dispatch in 2014. Within a month, the number of page
views on the Times-Dispatch website’s sports page doubled.

As sports editor, Szvetitz still hit the sidelines fairly regularly. But as
managing editor, he takes more of a bird’s-eye view. “I’m more of the head
coach or GM,” Szvetitz says. “In sports, I was more of a quarter back,
facilitating, calling the plays, getting in the huddle.”

There will be a learning curve, but after 17 years in the business, Szvetitz is
confident. “Obviously, I need to learn all the players,” he says. “Now, instead of
head coaches and athletic directors and general managers you’ve got city
council members and mayors and judges. So there’s that.

“But I’m good at what I do. That’s not to boast, but I know news and I know
how to deliver the news. Breaking-news situations, on-site, when stuff hits the
fan – that’s my sweet spot. There’s the adrenaline rush that you get every day
when stuff is happening and news is breaking. Some people run away from it
and some people run toward it, and I’ve always been a guy who runs toward it.”

Mike Szvetitz

Julia Johnson and Patrick Chabai

Courtney Allen and Chris Conway 

A L U M N I  S P O T L I G H T  



56

WINGATE TODAY

portfolio. Over the years he gave
away significant portions of his
holdings to institutions in need.

In 2011, Byrum gave a 25.5
percent interest in Park Road
Shopping Center in south Charlotte
to Wingate. He also gave stakes in
the shopping center to Queens
University and Wake Forest
University, making him the 14th-
most-generous philanthropist in the
United States in 2011, according to
the Chronicle of Philanthropy.
Wingate’s stake turned out to be
worth $20.92 million – the largest
one-time gift in University history.

“At that point, we were an
institution where 100,000-dollar
gifts were pretty infrequent,” McGee
says. “One hundred thousand
dollars was eye-opening for us. Any
gift that had two commas in it was
pretty big. We had never had a gift
that had eight numbers in it. It was
kind of stunning.”

Wingate used about half of the

money to fund capital projects, including the
construction of a new dormitory. The rest was
put into an endowment, the Porter Byrum
Fund, that every year pays for about 200
students to attend Wingate University on a
Porter Byrum Scholarship.

So far, 812 scholarships have been awarded,
with 451 students in 33 majors benefiting from
Byrum’s generosity. Byrum, who never had any
children of his own, is helping ensure that future
teachers, pharmacists, musicians and ministers
reach their career goals without being burdened
with an unmanageable debt load.

“He wanted kids who didn’t have the
means but had solid ambition,” says Tom
Williams, a longtime Wingate University trustee
and chairman of the Board of Trustees at the
time of the Park Road Shopping Center sale.
Williams says he gets emotional when he sees a
photo of Byrum Scholars surrounding the man
who made their scholarship possible. “They
were his kids,” Williams says.

IN MEMORIAM

P
orter Byrum changed the
course of Wingate University
with a gift of nearly $21
million in 2011. But it’s the

individual lives that have been
changed by the establishment of the
Byrum Scholarships that interested
him the most.

Byrum, who died on March 27,
2017, at the age of 96, was touched
by the stories of the Byrum Scholars
– all 451 of them. Group photos of
each year’s Byrum Scholars
decorated a wall in Byrum’s living
room in south Charlotte.

“When I would go and visit Mr.
Byrum and talk with him about the
power of his gift, sometimes I would
take some of the scholarship
recipients with me, because that’s
what he enjoyed most,” says Dr.
Rhett Brown, Wingate University’s
president. “There is nothing you
could buy the man that he wanted,
but to meet the students he was
helping gave him a great deal of joy.”

All told, Byrum gave Wingate
University more than $25 million
over the years. His association with
the University began in 2001, when
he was introduced to Wingate’s
president at the time, Dr. Jerry
McGee, by a mutual friend, Allen
Laymon. Later that year, he made his
first gift to the University, giving
Wingate two parcels of land and an
office building that together sold for
$1.45 million.

Byrum was awarded an honorary
doctorate by Wingate University,
served as a member of the WU Board
of Trustees and had the Wingate
University School of Business named
in his honor.

After graduating from Wake
Forest University School of Law in
1942, Byrum enlisted in the U.S.
Army. He fought in the Battle of the
Bulge and also served in Korea. After
the war, he was an attorney by trade,
but he invested wisely, mostly in real
estate, amassing a multimillion-dollar

Byrum helped hundreds become Bulldogs



Bullock instrumental in
expanding music program

Through his late wife, Jimmy Bullock ’68 grew to have a
deep appreciation for music. Her influence led to a support for
music that has had a profound effect on Wingate University.
A sizable gift from Bullock helped create the Cynthia LeGette

Bullock Center for Music Studies, which opened in early 2015,
greatly expanding the rehearsal space available to Wingate’s
music students. Bullock, a University trustee, died Sept. 1 in
Greensboro following a stroke.

The LeGette Bullock wing added 5,000 square feet of valuable
rehearsal space to the Batte Center. It is named for Cynthia Bullock,
a nurse by trade who also had a passion for music. Cynthia died of
cancer in 2009. She and Bullock had been married since 1970.

“Cynthia was a music lover,” says Dr. Kenney Potter, chair of
the Music Department. “They ended up supporting the Greensboro
Symphony. Through that support, Jim became a lover of music.
When she passed away, he wanted to honor her. He saw it as an
opportunity, and it met our needs.”

The Legette Bullock wing of the Batte Center includes the
Payne Vocal Hall, with permanent tiered standing space, giving
Wingate’s choirs a more natural rehearsal area. It also includes a
flat space identical to the size of the McGee Theatre stage,
enabling Wingate’s opera company to more easily perfect their
performances.

Bullock’s gift came at the perfect time for the Music
Department, which had become almost too successful. Students
who dreamed of becoming performers, church musicians and
school music teachers flocked to Wingate’s renowned program,
and eventually the department was bursting at the seams.

The opening of the wing doubled the number of practice
rooms available to students. “That certainly met a dire need at the
time,” Potter says.

Before the Legette Bullock wing opened, the band room was
too small for the 50 or so instrumentalists to rehearse comfortably.

On the other side of the
wall from the band room
was the previous vocal
hall, which was not large
enough for Wingate Opera
to rehearse properly. Now
that the wall has been torn
down and the room
remodeled, Wingate’s band
is 80 members strong.

“Mr. Bullock’s
generosity has made a
profound impact on the

music department as a whole,” Potter says. “The expansion has
really helped our students excel.”

Bullock also pledged a $50,000 challenge gift that has the
Music Department’s campaign to become an “all-Steinway” piano
school on track.

After graduating from Wingate, Bullock served in the
Special Forces arm of the Coast Guard, where he was the Secret
Service officer in charge of Richard Nixon’s security when the
president was visiting Key Biscayne. After leaving the service,
Bullock and Cynthia moved to his hometown of Greensboro,
where he ran his father’s business, Environmental Air Systems.
Under Jimmy Bullock, the company grew to over 1,000
employees. Because EAS’s specialty was modular mechanical
and electrical construction, during his short time on the Wingate
Board of Trustees Bullock helped advise the University on
facilities and grounds.

Bullock is survived by his wife, Sherry, whom he married on
New Year’s Eve 2015. Sherry, also a music lover, invited the
University’s Chamber Choir to perform at Bullock’s celebration of
life in late September.
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IN MEMORIAM

Jimmy Bullock and his daughter Sarah

(above) pose during the dedication of the

Cynthia LeGette Bullock Center for Music

Studies in 2015. The LeGette Bullock wing

of the Batte Center doubled the number

of rehearsal rooms for music students and

added the Payne Vocal Hall.
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Wingate University students, faculty, administration and trustees gratefully

acknowledge the gifts of alumni, friends, foundations, corporations,

parents, churches and estates, without which the University would not

exist. Since the founding of Wingate School in 1896, gifts have sustained

the institution through the years. Faithful donors have added im measur -

able value to the quality of campus life. The names of those donors who

made one or more gifts to Wingate University during the fiscal year 

June 1, 2016, to May 31, 2017, are included in the following Donor Report.

Names compiled and organized by Ernie Nance, director of donor records 

2017 

DONOR 
R E P O R T  

W
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FRONT OF THE QUEUE

The new Starbucks coffee shop opened just 

in time for move-in day. Situated in the Dickson-

Palmer Center overlooking the pond, the facility 

is the largest Starbucks in a three-county area

(Mecklenburg, Union and Cabarrus). Admissions 

officers Kayla Cherry ’14 and Chelsea Parker ’11 were 

first in line at the soft opening on Aug. 17. The restaurant

has been a big hit with students, employees 

and visitors alike. 
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OCTOBER 21

Midtown Men

NOVEMBER 2-3

Wingate Opera performances

NOVEMBER 4-5

Homecoming Weekend

NOVEMBER 10

An Evening with Leo Kottke

NOVEMBER 17

Mystical Arts of Tibet

NOVEMBER 27

Wind Ensemble Concert

NOVEMBER 28

Chamber Ensemble Concert

DECEMBER 1

Choral Concert

DECEMBER 4

Final day of classes

DECEMBER 16

Fall Commencement

JANUARY 10

Second semester classes begin

JANUARY 26

American Spiritual Ensemble 

Today  
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BLUE & GOLD (donors 

who gave $25,000 or more)

Fred & Katherine Andersen Foundation
CM Black Construction Company
James and Bronnie Braswell Charitable

Trust
Mary Lore Brown Trust
Mr. Porter B. Byrum*
Charles A. Cannon Charitable Trust
Jane Carruthers Trust
CBF of North Carolina, Inc.
Mr. William T. Crowder, Jr. ‘68 and Mrs.

Pamela M. Crowder 
Duke Corporate
Jessie Ball duPont Fund
Golden Door Scholars
Dr. John Ed Justus, Sr. and Mrs. Mildred

Justus
Kean/Hartquist Foundation
Dr. Thomas J. Koontz ‘60 and Mrs. Lynne

D. Koontz 
Dr. Jerry E. McGee and Mrs. Marcella

McInnis McGee
NC Independent Colleges & Universities

Mr. David W. Neu and Mrs. Esperanza
Neu

North Carolina Baptist Foundation, Inc.
Mr. John Charles Oakes ‘75 and Mrs.

Mary Murrill Oakes 
Dr. Joseph H. Patterson and Mrs.

Elizabeth Patterson
PGG&H Partnership
Pharmacy Network Foundation
Presbyterian Medical Care Corporation
Softwriters, Inc.
Sport Dimensions, Inc.
Mrs. Dorothy Hoffman Vernon ‘60
Jarvis A. Warren Estate
Dr. John R. Wasson and Mrs. Shirley

Wasson
Ed and Millie West
Lettie Pate Whitehead Foundation
Mr. Thomas Earl Williams, Jr. ‘61 and

Mrs. Carole F. Williams ‘90
Winston-Salem Foundation
Woodall Family Foundation, Inc.

FOUNDERS (donors 

who gave $10,000 to $24,999)

Abaco Pathfinders, Inc.
Aramark
Assistance League of the Triangle Area
Mr. Russell Z. Asti and Dr. Martha

Secrest Asti
Mr. Caleb H. Barnhardt, Jr. and Mrs.

Lorene Barnhardt*
Carolina Sweepers, LLC
Center for Scholarship Administration,

Inc.
Council of Independent Colleges
CVS Corporation
Dr. Donald P. Douglass ‘46 and Mrs.

Annie Douglass
Edward M. Armfield Sr. Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Elona L. Edwards
Employee Benefit Plan Administration,

Inc.
Foundation for the Carolinas
Mrs. Meredith Osborne Galvin ‘62 
Harris Teeter, Inc.
If It’s Digital

Mr. Chris W. Johnson and Mrs. Paige M.
Johnson

Life and Health Insurance Foundation
Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation,

Inc.
Mr. Duran G. McDonald ‘61 and Mrs.

Mary Ann McDonald 
Mr. Luther Thomas Moore and Mrs.

Sandra Moore
Mrs. Charlotte D. Payne and Mr. Ronald

L. Payne*
Publix Super Markets Charities, Inc.
Dr. William L. Roper and Mrs. Mary Ann

Roper 
Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission
Scholarship America
Smith Drug Company
St. John’s Baptist Church – Charlotte
SunTrust Foundation
Triangle Community Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Sandra G. Welborn and Mr. Samuel

K. Welborn* ‘69 
Mr. David E. Winn

Blue & Gold Founders
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BENEFACTORS (donors 

who gave $5,000 to $9,999)

Baptist State Convention of North
Carolina

Mr. Harley F. Baxter and Mrs. Betty M.
Baxter 

Mr. Benson E. Bivens, Jr. ‘63 and Mrs.
Eva Walters Bivens ‘62

Dr. Thomas Rhett Brown ‘89, ‘01 and Mrs.
Nicci Chen Brown

Mr. James R. Bullock, Jr. ‘68* and Mrs.
Sherry Bullock

Cape Fear Clinic
Central United Methodist Church –

Monroe
Coffey Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Gillis Byrns Coleman and Mrs. Alice

B. Coleman
Mr. Presley Thornton Creery, Jr. ‘66 and

Mrs. Kitty Creery 
Crosby Scholars Community Partnership
Mrs. Jean S. Davis
Denver Construction Company
Duke Energy Foundation Matching Gifts

Program
Mr. Mitchell L. Eudy ‘81 and Mrs. Marilyn

Marlow Eudy ‘82
ExxonMobil Foundation Matching Gifts

Programs
First Baptist Church – Southern Pines
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Greater Horizons c/o GKCCF
Dr. James Walter Hall
Mr. John N. Hendley and Mrs. Julie

Hendley
High Point Community Foundation
Mr. Gregory Ivan Hinrichs and Mrs.

Kathleen Hinrichs
Mr. Ronald G. Hinson and Mrs. Delilah

Hinson
Mr. Joseph C. Hunter and Mrs. Nancy T.

Aubitz-Hunter
International Scholarship and Tuition

Service
Iredell Health System
Jerry and Evon Jordan Foundation
Joseph Boyd Grady Trust
Mr. Jeffrey D. Knull ‘84 and Mrs. Heather

Campbell Knull
Latin American Women’s Association
Mr. James W. Mason, III ‘75 and Mrs.

Lynn Mason 
Mast Drug Company, Inc.
Monroe Union Rotary Club
North Carolina Community Foundation,

Inc.
Novant Health Matthews Medical Center

Mrs. Laura B. Odom
Pepsi Bottling Ventures, LLC
Mr. Robert Stephen Poston 
Dr. Samuel C. Powell and Mrs. Karen G.

Powell
Presbyterian Hospital Foundation
Project One Scholarship Fund
Public Housing Authorities Directors

Association
Mr. Kenneth R. Robinette and Mrs.

Claudia S. Robinette
Roxboro Baptist Church
Salizzoni Family Foundation, Inc.
SellEthics Marketing Group, Inc.
Stanley Lab
Stephen Phillips Scholarship Fund, Inc.
Union County Community Foundation
Dr. G. Wesley Vick, III and Mrs. Deidre

Schueler Vick
Walgreens
Wilkes Educational Foundation, Inc.
William Harold Smith Charitable Trust
Wingate Advanced Materials, LLC
Mr. Dennis E. Yates ‘71 and Mrs. 

Kay Yates

CHAMPIONS (donors 

who gave $2,500 to $4,999)

AmerisourceBergen Corporation
Army Emergency Relief
Atlantic Coast Conference
Autobell Car Wash, Inc.
Mr. Larry Baber
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Andrew Bass ‘74 
Mr. Audley Livingston Bell ‘71 and Mrs.

Ivylyn Davis-Bell
Brewer-Hendley Oil Company
Mrs. Rebecca Beachum Bullard ‘81 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Frank Burton
Mr. Michael Augustine Cabana ‘08 and

Mrs. Meredith Jones Cabana ‘08
Cancer for College
Cardinal Foundation of East Surry
Clark Foundation
Clay County NC Schools
Community Foundation of Gaston County,

Inc.
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay
Dr. Paul R. Corts and Mrs. Diane Corts
Mrs. Kaye H. Crosby 
Mr. Arnold A. Culbreth, Jr. and Mrs.

Frankie Culbreth
Cumberland County Schools
Curtis Foundation
CVS Health Foundation
Dare the Dream Scholarship
Mr. Clyde C. Dickson, Jr. and Mrs.

Dorothy C. Dickson
Mr. J. Forrest Dillard and Mrs. Tina Dillard
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Durham
Mr. James L. Edge, III ‘54 and Mrs. Joan

W. Edge
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Eutsler, Jr.
Frankfort Education Foundation, Inc.
Franklin Academy – Wake Forest
General Board of Higher Education &

Ministry
Mr. Ernie L. Gill and Mrs. Patricia Gill
Mr. Jim Goldston and Mrs. Agnes Bailey

Goldston ‘70 
Greenville County Schools-SC
Mrs. Bonnie Hall Hammond
Mrs. Ella Tyson Hargett
Dr. Noel C. Haskins, M.D.
Mr. Scott E. Hunsucker ‘94, ‘99 and Mrs.

Shannon Biles Hunsucker ‘97
International Chapter P.E.O. Sisterhood
J.M. and U.Q. Taylor Trust
Mr. John W. Kapelar ‘94 and Mrs. Sherry

Winn Kapelar ‘95
Mr. Thomas J. Kean
Mr. Bradley J. Kerr ‘93 and Mrs. Tracy

Russ Kerr ‘92 
Mr. G. R. Kindley, Jr. and Mrs. Mary Ellen

Kindley*
Mr. H. Joe King, Jr.
Ms. Costanza M. Knight
Dr. Marshall Ku and Mrs. Shirin Sui-Kay

Chan Ku ‘57 
La Noticia Foundation, Inc.
Ledford High School
Legal Support Staff of NC – Winston-

Salem
Mr. Rick L. Lewis ‘67 and Mrs. Margaret

Lewis
Marietta Community Foundation, Inc.

Martinsville Area Community Foundation
Mr. Stewart D. Maurice ‘66 and Mrs.

JoAnn G. Maurice
Ms. Phyllis McNeil
Mike Johnson’s Hickory Toyota
Mitchell Gold+Bob Williams
National Merit Scholarship Corporation
NFP Corporate Services, Inc.
North Carolina Division of Veteran Affairs
OmniSource
Mrs. Mary Cannon Parker ‘85 
Piedmont High School Athletic Booster

Club
Retail Consumer Alliance Foundation
Robbins & Associates, Inc.
Rowan County Crosby Scholars
Mr. Alex Salgueiro and Mrs. Fonda

Salgueiro
Seashore Discount Drugs, Inc.
Mr. David M. Sherwood ‘85
Mrs. Amanda Burgess Smith ‘85 
South State Wealth
Stanly Regional Medical Center
Mr. Jerry Stewart Sutton, Sr. ‘83 and Mrs.

Carol Sutton
Mr. Donald C. Taft and Mrs. Anita H. Taft
Mr. Bill E. Thacker and Mrs. Norma East

Thacker ‘72
Town of Loudon, NH / Office of the

Selectmen
University of Virginia Alumni Association 
Mr. G. Randolph Uzzell, Jr. ‘65 and Mrs.

Cynthia Uzzell
Victory Chevrolet
Wells Fargo Matching Gifts Program
Mr. LeRoy Clarence Wiggins, III ‘96 
Mrs. Alice F. Wilson and Mr. Charles

Thomas Wilson*
Winter Park Discount Drug, Inc.

Benefactors & Champions 

D o n o r  R e p o r t  
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PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE 

(donors who gave $1,000 to $2,499)

Mr. Brent M. Ahalt ‘94 and Mrs. Karen
Kopp Ahalt ‘94

Albemarle Rotary Club
Allegacy Federal Credit Union
Alleghany CARES, Inc.
Alleghany County Educational

Foundation, Inc.
American Association of Airport

Executives Foundation
American Red Cross
Andark Graphics and Apparel, Inc.
Mr. L. Curtis Arnold ‘68 
Mr. Rick L. Ashby ‘84 and Mrs. Beth

Blanchard Ashby ‘84
Dr. G. Edwin Bagley, Jr. and Mrs. Cheryl

Childs Bagley ‘86
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth L. Ball
Mr. Joel Jaymie Barham ‘84 and Mrs.

Sherri P. Barham ‘84 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Neely Bartlett ‘00
Bas Bleu Club
BB&T – Whiteville
Mr. and Mrs. D. Steven Beam
Mr. Larry Hendley and Mrs. Janice

Beatty-Hendley
Dr. John Gregory Bell ‘80, ’82
Mr. Bruce B. Benfield, Jr. ‘76 and Mrs.

Maureen Benfield 
Big Country Electric Cooperative
Mrs. Evelyn W. Bingham
Mr. James Blanton ‘49 and Mrs.

Catherine Blanton 
Mr. Benjamin David Bostic ‘10 and Mrs.

Christine Cousins Bostic ‘05, ’08
Bottomline Technologies, Inc.
Mr. George C. Bower, Jr. and Mrs.

Cynthia Edwards Bower ‘87
Ms. Janet Marks Breedlove ‘71 
Mrs. Mona Charlene Bregier
Tim and Tammy Britt
Ms. Dolores Gay Broadway ‘77 
Ms. Jeanette K. Bujak 
Mr. Matthew Thomas Bunch ‘97
Burlington Christian Academy
Mrs. Jane Russell Burris ‘49
Mr. Robert Neill Burris
Mrs. Cheri McGowan Butler ‘73 
Cabarrus County Community Foundation
Ms. Michelle P. Caddigan and Ms. Leigh

Ann Caldwell ‘01
Dr. Joseph J. Calandra
Mrs. Betsy F. Campany
Caraway Moving, Inc.
Carolina Pizza Huts, Inc.
Carolinas Credit Union Foundation

Carolinas Home Care Agency
Carolinas Peaks to Piedmont Charitable

Trust
Catawba County Retired School

Personnel
Catawba County Schools
Dr. Jan W. Cecka and Dr. Sharon L. Bush
Central Carolina Association of Realtors,

Inc.
Central United Methodist Church – Kings

Mountain
Mr. Bobby Wayne Chandler ‘66 and Mrs.

Elizabeth Lorraine B. Chandler ‘67
Dr. David Brandon Chapman, M.D. ‘02

and Mrs. Jennifer Hughes Chapman
‘02

Charles B. Staats Memorial Foundation,
Inc.

Charlotte Touchdown Club
Chester County Community Foundation,

Inc.
Chick-fil-A – Atlanta
Mr. William Russell Chinnis and Mrs.

Pauline Hine Chinnis
City of Monroe
City of Monroe Firemans Relief Fund
Civitan Foundation of Hendersonville
Mr. Gregory R. Clemmer ‘68 and Mrs.

Becky Clemmer 
Cleveland County Schools
Mr. Larry W. Coleman ‘09, ‘15 and Mrs.

Barbara Coleman
Mr. Patrick Allen Coleman ‘90 and Mrs.

Evelyn Vasquez Coleman ‘90
College Park Baptist Church of Winston

Salem
Columbus County Home Builders
Community Blood Center of the Carolinas
Community Foundation of Henderson

County
Concord Female Charitable Society
Dr. James T. Coon and Mrs. Mary Welke

Coon
Dr. Christopher H. Cooper ‘93 
Mrs. Marla Haas Corts ‘84 
Mr. John A. Cox, III ‘70 and Mrs. Trudy

Cox
Cregger Company, Inc.
Mr. Brandon Ramon Crumpton ‘03 and

Mrs. Rosanny Lynch Crumpton ‘05
Dr. and Mrs. Christopher E. Dahm
Dakota Junior Golf Association
Dare County Boat Builders Foundation
Davie Community Foundation
Mrs. Lynn J. Deese
Mr. E. Randolph DeWitt* ‘62 and Mrs.

Shirley DeWitt 

Mr. Leonard R. Domitrovits and Mrs.
Lorrie Domitrovits

Duplin County Education Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Olen Cordell Easter, Jr. ‘66 and Mrs.

Ann Lanier Easter
Mr. Frank Edmondson, IV ‘01 
Ellis Foundation
Mr. David Loudoun Emswiler ‘10
Eunice A. Turner Foundation
First Baptist Church of Lenoir
First Presbyterian Church – Monroe
Mr. James Sidney Fletcher and Mrs.

Myzelle Fletcher
Frances B. Long Scholarship Foundation,

Inc.
Fraternal Order of Police 10 Campaign

Fund
Friendship Baptist Church – Monroe
Dr. Herbert Gaston Garrison, III ‘78 
Georgia Transplant Foundation
Goulston Technologies, Inc.
Grays Chapel Lion Club
Greater Charlotte Automobile Dealers,

Inc.
Mr. Bruce H. Griffin, Jr. and Mrs. Sis

Griffin
Mr. William J. Griffin ‘99 
Dr. Scott Hadaway and Dr. Catherine

Hadaway
The Rev. Edward N. Haigler ‘81 and Mrs.

Jerri Presson Haigler ‘86 
Mrs. Jannette Long Harden ‘68 
Mr. Brandon Karim Harris ‘00 and Mrs.

Stacey Fields Harris ‘00
Mr. Mark F. Hartsell and Mrs. Alisa E.

Hartsell
Hayesville High School
Mr. Robert A. Heath
Mr. and Mrs. Howard John Heda
Ms. Elizabeth A. Hedgecock ‘81
Ms. Angela Pearl Helms ‘84 
Mr. Darin Scott Helms ‘92
Mr. Larry Steven Helms ‘66 and Mrs.

Shirley Helms
Mrs. Deborah Jean Hildebran ‘73 
Hinson Electric
Mr. and Mrs. Evan M. Hobbs
Mrs. Nancy McKinnon Hodges
Mr. Gordon Lee Holder ‘93 and Mrs.

Stacy Mullins Holder ‘92, ’94 
Holmes Underground, Inc.
Mr. James Holmquist and Mrs. Julia

Holmquist
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Homan
Mr. Michael Lee Hoots ‘86 
Mr. John Mark Horne ‘83 and Mrs.

Deborah A. Horne

Hornwood, Inc.
Mr. Charles A. Howard, II ‘69 and Mrs.

Carmen Howard
Ms. Teresa Ann Howie
Huffman-Cornwell Foundation
Ms. Mary Leslie Huntley
Ingles
International Productions & Publications,

Inc.
J M Smith Foundation
J. T. Minnie Maude Charitable Trust
James R. Hoffa Scholarship
Mr. Stephen E. Jarrell ‘64 
Mr. Michael A. Johnson and Mrs.

Carman L. Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Matching Gifts

Program
Mr. Gregory Lawing Jones ‘80 
Mr. Donnie Jordan and Mrs. Betty Ann

Jordan
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison J. Kaplan
Kate Clyde’s Catered Creations, LLC
Keith Moore American Legion Post
Mr. Lynn Ashcraft Keziah ‘64 and Mrs.

Lynda Keziah 
Dr. Lindsay Hinson Knipple ‘04 and Mr.

Shane Michael Knipple ‘04
Mr. Robert Nathan Knott, Jr. ‘86 
Mr. and Mrs. David P. Ladd
Mr. Jack C. Lail and Mrs. Betty E. Lail
Lancaster County Community Foundation
Dr. E. Michael Latta ‘59
Mr. William G. Lawrence
Lawrence Associates, PA
Mrs. Brenda Thomas Lee ‘64 
Lee Industries Educational, Inc.
Lee Park Baptist Church
Mrs. Donna Chesser Lewis ‘69 
Mrs. Lucy Pate Little 
Logan Stroud Foundation, Inc.
Louis Berkowitz Family Foundation, Inc.
Mrs. Michele H. Lyerly
Ms. Patricia C. Lyons
Mr. John B. Mangum ‘65 and Mrs. Linda

Wells Mangum ‘68
Mr. E. Lazelle Marks and Mrs. Judy R.

Marks* 
Mr. Harrison L. Marshall, Jr. and Mrs.

Margaret S. Marshall 
Mr. Robert D. Marshall, Jr. ‘64 
Marshville Rotary Club
Dr. G. Eric Matthews and Mrs. Carolyn

Dutton Matthews ‘69
Mrs. Dawn Eagens McCabe ‘01 
McCollum Staffing
McGuire Woods
Ms. Rebecca Williams Medlin ‘62

President’s Circle 



Mennonite Central Committee U. S.
Dr. Heather C. Miller ‘01
Mr. Stephen Michael Miller ‘66 
Mineral Springs Baptist Church – Polkton
Mint Hill Chamber of Commerce
Dr. Kenneth Edward Mitchum, DDS ‘59 
Mr. William Whitaker Moose, Sr. and

Mrs. Dorothy R. Moose
Mr. Rodney V. Morgan ‘87 and Mrs. Julie

Smith Morgan ‘88 
Morganton Woman’s Club Foundation
Morrison Appraisal, Inc.
Mt. Vernon Baptist Church – Olin
Mt. Zion UCC Endowment Fund, Inc.
Murphy Medical Center Foundation
Dr. Kenneth C. Murray and Mrs. Jane M.

Murray ‘89
NACDS Foundation
Dr. Louise Stegall Napier ‘63 and Mr.

Henry J. Napier, Jr. ‘62
Mr. Roland Shields Napier and Mrs.

Brenda Napier
National Football Foundation
NC Association of FSA County Office

Employees
NC Mutual Wholesale Drug Company
NC Retired School Personnel
NCACTE Guidance Division
Newton Conover City Schools
North Carolina High School Athletic

Association, Inc.
North Hills Anit-Racism Coalition
North Morganton United Methodist

Church

Northside High School – Jacksonville
Norwood Community Service League
Novant Health – Winston Salem
Mr. Ryan Matthew Partridge ‘98, ’01
Mr. Erik Gunnar Pettersen
Mr. Emil Albert Pfister ‘57 
Mr. Tom Paxton Phillips and Mrs.

Elizabeth P. Phillips
Piedmont High School
Mr. Johnny O. Pigg and Mrs. Margaret

Flowers Pigg ‘57 
Mr. James C. Plyler, Jr. and Mrs.

Geraldine H. Plyler
Mr. Kevin J. Polansky, Sr.
Polk County Community Foundation, Inc.
PVH Corporation
Randolph Telephone Membership

Corporation
Mr. Max G. Reece, Jr. and Mrs. Susan B.

Reece
Mr. Benjamin Morris Reed, Jr. ‘05 and

Mrs. Rebecca Griffin Reed ‘08
Mr. Bruce E. Richbourg ‘62
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Rumbough
Mr. David M. Rushing and Mrs. Marsha

Horne Rushing ‘66 
San Angelo Area Foundation
Mr. Kirk Charles Sanocki 
Mr. Brandon Shaw Seigler ‘01 and Mrs.

Wendy Seigler 
Self Storage Association Foundation 
Seven Oaks Doors & Hardware, Inc.
Mrs. Bettie H. Shaffer

Mr. H. Eugene Shepherd and Mrs. Nina
Helms Shepherd ‘65 

Mr. Dan Myles Shive ‘64 
Mr. Benjamin Freedman Sidbury ‘98 
Mr. Bobby Edward Singletary ‘61 and

Mrs. Carolyn Treadaway Singletary
Skyline Membership Corporation
Mr. John Hamilton Smith ‘83
South Carolina HOSA, Inc.
Spring Valley High School Education

Foundation
Springs Memorial Hospital Auxiliary, Inc.
St. Paul Lutheran Church – Georgia
St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church –

Salisbury
Stanly County Community Foundation
State Utility Contractors, Inc.
Dr. Robert B. Supernaw 
Mrs. Lottie M. Sutton
Mr. R. Ronald Swanner ‘68 and Mrs. Beth

M. Swanner 
Dr. Sylvia Little Sweat ‘61
T. C. Tillman Scholarship Fund
Dr. Helen Tate
Mr. J. Arthur Taylor ‘51 
Dr. Jimmy L. Taylor and Mrs. Dorothy

Taylor ‘74 
The Dickson Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Jerry W. Thomas ‘70 and Mrs. Ann

Lowery Thomas ‘70
Mr. John B. Thompson ‘83 
TIAA-CREF Foundation Matching Gift

Program
Mr. Johnny L. Tillett ‘84 

Union Chapel AME Zion Church
Union County Antique Tractor & Power

Club
Union Power Cooperative
United Daughters of the Confederacy –

Virginia
Mrs. Carlotta Napier Upton
Valuebiz Office Furniture
Mr. Steven Eugene Vanhoy ‘81 and Mrs.

Rachel Jolly Vanhoy ‘86
Dr. John Cuthbertson Vick
Mr. James Robert Walker, Jr. ‘95 
Mr. Walter Palmer Watson and Mrs.

Norma E. Watson
Wayne County Livestock Development,

Inc.
Weaverville Business Association
West Fraser, Inc.
West Stanly High School
Willa Williams Scholarship Fund
Mr. Harry L. Williams, Jr. and Mrs. Carol

Winchester Williams ‘66
Mr. William Edward Willis, Jr. and Mrs.

Allison W. Willis
Mr. Michael Kevin Wilson, Jr. ‘72 and

Mrs. Linda Bush Wilson ‘72
Wingate Baptist Church
Women’s Western Golf Foundation
Mr. Larry E. Woodall and Mrs. Fredna C.

Woodall
Dr. and Mrs. Harry R. Workman
Mr. Yasser Youssef and Mrs. Georgia

Youssef

11
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TRIANGLE (donors 

who gave $500 to $999)

A Servant’s Touch Outreach Ministries
Mr. Ronald L. Abbott, C.P.A ‘65 
Alcoa, Inc.
Mr. Wesley Alexander and Mrs. Teresa

Andrews Alexander ‘75
Alpha Kappa Alpha, Inc. – Hillsborough
Alpha Mu Chapter
Angela E. Grant Memorial Scholarship

Fund
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, LP
Mr. Dabney G. Baker, IV ‘65 
Mr. and Mrs. William Baroniunas
Mrs. Callie Clark Bartock ‘06
Mr. William Matthew Bebber and Mrs.

Glenda Hinson Bebber
Mr. James Lynn Benson ‘62 
Ms. Angela R. Blakley ‘91
Mr. J. Gary Bodford ‘83 and Mrs. Janice

Stanley Bodford ‘85
Bodwell and Associates
Mr. Harold Boone ‘70 and Mrs. Brenda G.

Boone ‘70 
Dr. Ronald D. Bostic and Mrs. Polly

Thomas Bostic
Mr. Earl Norman Bowles ‘56 and Mrs.

Sarah Underwood Bowles ‘57 
Mr. James Gaston Boylin, II ‘72 
Boys & Girls Club of Hendersonville, Inc.
Mrs. Kay Price Brinkley ‘86 
Mr. William Kevin Brooks ‘80 and Mrs.

Carol Brooks 
Mr. Henry H. Brown and Mrs. Nancy

Allen Brown
Mr. Gregory Arthur Buchanan ‘90
Mrs. Grace Underwood Bullard ‘57 
Mrs. Claudine Ridenhour Burleson ‘74 

Mr. Terry K. Cagle ‘63 
Mr. James F. Caldwell, Jr. ‘67 
Mr. John Canton
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen B. Cantrell
Mr. William Summersett Carter ‘70
Dr. Stephanie Johnson Cartwright ‘98 and

Mr. Christopher Jon Cartwright ‘00
Ms. Elaine Hamill Cavanaugh ‘07
Churchland Baptist Church – Lexington
Mrs. Marisa W. Ciesluk
Mr. Robert Thomas Clark ‘57
Cleveland County Schools Education

Foundation
Mrs. Gloria F. Cline ‘71 
Dr. Megan D. Coleman ‘11
Mr. H. Boyd Collins ‘64 and Mrs. Shirley

A. Baker Collins ‘64 
Community Foundation of Burke County,

Inc.
Mr. Kevin Patrick Connell ‘90
Mr. John Jessen Cooke, Jr. ‘97
Mr. Richard J. Cooke and Mrs. Susan J.

Cooke
Mr. William Boyce Cox ‘83 
Mr. Robert L. Crocker and Mrs. Sharon J.

Crocker
Dr. Barry P. Cuffe and Mrs. Sally L. Cuffe
Mr. Ryan Andrew Culpepper ‘01 and Mrs.

Katherine Laettner Culpepper ‘02
Mr. Anthony Germaine Daise ‘02, ‘05, ‘11
Davidson County Education Foundation,

Inc.
Delta Kappa Gamma
Delta Kappa Gamma Society

International
Mr. F. Ronald Dennis
Mrs. Mary S. Dewalt ‘88
Mrs. Hannah Smith Dickerson ‘15 

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas W. Dockery, Jr. ‘64 
Mr. John Duffy and Dr. Kristine Duffy
East Burke High School
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Eatman, Jr.
Ecusta Credit Union
Mr. James M. Edmonds
Mrs. Deborah Barnes Eller ‘79
Ms. Kelsey Miranda Emig ‘10
English Speaking Union – Charlotte

Branch
Mr. and Mrs. John Fabian 
First Baptist Church of Oakboro, Inc.
First Presbyterian Church Women –

Statesville
First Presbyterian Church – Albemarle
First Presbyterian Church – Statesville
Forms & Supply, Inc.
Friendship United Methodist Church –

Burlington
Mr. Howard David Gainey ‘85 and Mrs.

Robin Chaney Gainey ‘86
Gaston Music Education Foundation, Inc.
Mr. Joe David Giltner and Mrs. Linda J.

Giltner
Grand Chapter of NC Order of the Eastern

Star
Grand Chapter of the Easter Star, Inc.
Mrs. Vanessa Autry Graves ‘85 
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Gray Jr.
Graybar Electric Company
Mrs. Lindsay Cole Green ‘98
Greer’s Chapel United Methodist Church
Dr. Carrie Lynn Griffiths ‘10
Ms. Elizabeth Ann Hancock ‘92 
Mrs. Mary P. Hancock
High Country Association of Realtors
Ms. Karen Leigh Hoefener ‘07
Mrs. Marie Lewter Holt ‘62 
Ms. Charlotte T. Homan
Hometown Trophies, Inc.
Mr. Eric J. Horvath ‘96 and Mrs. Rebecca

Johnston Horvath ‘97 
Mr. Joseph F. Hussey ‘83 and Mrs. Joan

Bullock Hussey ‘83 
InFaith Community Foundation
Mr. Darryl A. Jackson ‘82
Mr. Roger L. James and Mrs. Cynthia

Lowery James ‘73 
James F. Byrnes High School
Jay Palmer Scholarship Fund
Mr. John Dale Jordan ‘71 
Mr. John Edward Justus, Jr.
Mr. Peter G. Kane and Mrs. Cathy V. Kane
Kannapolis City Schools
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald K. Kyle
Lambda Upsilon Omega AKA
Latino Community Credit Union

The Rev. C. Allen Laymon
Mr. Herbert L. Lee ‘67 
Liberty Mutual Insurance
Lilesville Baptist Church
Mr. Lewis R. Lineberger, Jr.
Mr. Timothy M. Llewellyn and Mrs.

Elizabeth Llewellyn
Logan’s Rescue Run
Mr. Michael Steven Lonon ‘80 
Mr. Richard D. Lowder ‘55 and Mrs. Ferry

Austin Lowder ‘55 
Dr. Jeffrey W. Malone ‘91, ‘07
Ms. Sylvia Anne Marks ‘66
Mr. Charles Douglas Mathis ‘82 and Mrs.

Kim Renee Mathis 
Mr. Roger Coy Maye ‘75 and Mrs. Mary

Starnes Maye ‘77
McCollum Trucking & Grading, Inc.
Mrs. Courtney Phillips McEwan ‘98
Mr. Jeremy Ryan McGee ‘97 and Mrs.

Erica McGee
Mr. Ralph Waldo McLendon, III ‘63 
Mr. James Edward McLeskey ‘04 
The Rev. James D. McLurkin ‘63 
MCT General Contractors, Inc.
Ms. Melissa B. Megahee ‘00
Mr. David Doron Mehler 
Memorial Baptist Church – Norwood
Metrolina Christian Academy
Mr. Richard T. Migliore
Millbridge Ruritan Club
Mr. Dustin T. Mills ‘96 
Mr. Timothy Marvin Mitchell ‘83 
Mr. James Edward Morris ‘84 and Mrs.

Rhonda P. Morris
Dr. Geoffrey A. Mospan and Dr. Cortney

M. Mospan
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church – Vale
Mr. William H. Nash ‘71
NC Educational Scholarship Fund, Inc.
NC State University
Mr. James H. Norwood ‘84 and Mrs.

Kimberly Norwood
Mr. Junior Landry Nyemb ‘10, ‘13, ‘16 
Oak Hill Ruritan Club
Parker Youth Sports, Inc.
Mr. Stephen Pegram, Jr. and Mrs.

Cynthia Morgan Pegram ‘87
Mr. John Edger Perkins ‘93 and Mrs.

Stephanie Felts Perkins ‘94 
Person High School PTSO
Mr. John Samuel Petoskey ‘06, ‘08 and

Mrs. Pamela Latham Petoskey ‘06
Piney Grove Baptist Church – Fuquay

Varina
Mr. Patrick Piscitelli, Jr. ‘02 
Porter Ridge High School

Triangle
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Potomac Fish & Game Club, Inc.
Mrs. Margaret M. Povinelli
Mr. and Mrs. Zachary T. Price
Ramseur Wesleyan Church
Randolph Sports Council
Dr. Elizabeth W. Regan
Mr. Julian R. Reynolds ‘63 and Mrs.

L’Genia Reynolds 
Roaring River United Methodist Church
Mr. Matthew C. Roberts ‘78 and Mrs.

Patricia Roberts
Rotary Club of Bryson City
Rowan County Voiture 115 40 & 8
Mr. Ronald R. Rushing ‘75 and Mrs.

Belinda Small Rushing ‘75 
Mr. Shane R. Satterfield
Mr. William Wayne Saxon ‘66 and Mrs.

Carolyn Saxon
Mr. John E. Scarborough ‘68 
Mr. Matthew Brian Scott ‘03 
SEANC Scholarship Foundation
SEANC, Inc. District 1
Mr. Randy H. Seegars and Mrs. Ramona

Seegars

Mr. Michael Scott Shaw ‘11 and Mrs.
Meredith Gray Shaw ‘11

Shaw Industries – Matthews
Shiloh Baptist Church – Monroe
Siler Presbyterian Church – Matthews
Mr. and Mrs. Galen Slabaugh
Southeast Junior Legion Baseball
Southern Association of Colleges and

Schools
Spartanburg County Foundation
State Farm Companies Foundation
Mr. J. Charles Staton ‘54 and Mrs.

Camille Jones Staton ‘54
Mr. Brett Robert Stewart ‘02 and Mrs.

Ashley Weed Stewart
Mr. Mark A. Strom and Mrs. Julie

McSwain Strom ‘93
Mr. Marion Brice Sweatt and Mrs. Tracie

E. Sweatt
Dr. John D. Sykes, Jr.
Mr. Windell L. Talley ‘60 and Mrs. Judith

Love Talley ‘87 
Dr. Gregory J. Taraska and Dr. Marlene K.

Taraska
Mr. C. Haskell Tarlton ‘57

Taylorsville Savings Bank
Dr. Travis L. Teague and Mrs. Jessica

Brooks Teague
Teamsters Local Union No 391
Mr. James Anthony Tedder ‘12 
Texas City High School Volleyball Booster 
Mr. E. Vincent Tilson and Mrs. Olivia C.

Tilson
Mr. Steven D. Tomlinson ‘68 
Mr. Marshall Scott Trantham ‘68 
Mr. Timothy Morris Traynham ‘07 and

Mrs. Stephanie Starnes Traynham ‘06
Mr. G. Raiford Troutman and Mrs.

Margene Troutman
Dr. Howard W. Tucker, Jr. ‘60 
Mr. Leonard Rudy Turnage ‘84 
Union Athletic Association
Union Baptist Association (Blair

Scholarship)
Union Baptist Church of Shelby
Union County NCAE
Unionville Elementary School
Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter

451, Inc.
Ms. Elizabeth Jean Voetsch ‘06

Mr. and Mrs. Ritchie T. Wall
Ms. Mildred Wellons
West Montgomery High School
Mr. John Gregory Whitaker
Wilkes County Farm Bureau
Mrs. Ashley Davis Williams ‘99 
Mr. Charles Ray Williams ‘55 and Mrs.

Margaret Chaney Williams ‘56 
Mr. Max William Wolfe, III ‘15 
Mr. Tony W. Wolfe ‘67 
Mr. Geoff Howard Womeldorph ‘94 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony C. Womeodu
Mr. David Colon Wrenn ‘74
Mr. Wade K. Wright ‘58 
Wycliffe Foundation
Mr. Robert Terry Yow ‘72 

D o n o r  R e p o r t
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KLONDIKE (donors 

who gave $250 to $499)

Dr. Larry J. Abernathy, Jr. ‘85 
Aldersgate United Methodist Church –

Shelby
Mr. and Mrs. Mark M. Alles
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 89
Amsted Industries Foundation
Angels of 97 Inc.
Mrs. Regina Gunn Arndt ‘05
Mr. John Albert Ashcraft, Jr. and Mrs.

Jan Ashcraft
Dr. Thomas Temple Atkinson, Sr. and Mrs.

Kathryn M. Atkinson
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Averette 
Mr. Ben Duane Bailey, Jr. ‘85 
Bank of America Matching Gifts Program
Ms. Claire A. Belsito
Mr. and Mrs. David Mark Berkowitz
Bethany United Methodist Church
Bethel United Methodist Church –

Georgia
Dr. David Patrick Biggerstaff ‘00, ‘06 and

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Biggerstaff ‘02, ‘06

Mr. Charles R. Black ‘57 
Mrs. Margaret Huntley Bossong
Mr. Terry Alan Bowes, Jr. ‘99 and Mrs.

Adrienne Gordon Bowes ‘99
Mr. Neil S. Brandon Sr. ‘90 and Mrs.

Sarah Barach Brandon ‘90
Mr. Paul Daniel Brandon ‘77 
Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Branton
Bristol-Myers Squibb Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher J. Brown
Mr. Timothy A. Bullard
Mr. Larry Douglas Burgess and Mrs. Ann

M. Burgess
Dr. Sarah Harrison Burns and Mr. Clinton

Steve Burns ‘65 
Mr. Kerry Edward Burris ‘82 
Mr. Arthur Hoyt Byrd ‘72 and Mrs. Terry

Byrd
Byrum Heating & AC, Inc.
Mr. R. Daniel Caddell and Mrs. Carolina

Caddell
Mr. Joe M. Caldwell and Mrs. Frances Y.

Caldwell
Ms. Shelby Marie Callery

Carolina Precision Grading, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin D. Casey
Mr. Benjamin William Clark ‘07, ‘11
Mr. Howell P. Clayton ‘96 and Mrs. Linda

Clayton 
Dr. Brandy Perdue Clemmer and Mr.

Gregory Harden Clemmer ‘99, ‘06
Dr. William Byrns Coleman ‘86 and Mrs.

Monica Helms Coleman ‘87
Mr. Allan F. Colwell
Mr. Steven M. Comings ‘88 and Mrs. Rita

Ujszaszi Comings ‘90
Mr. Carl E. Cook ‘63 
Mr. Cameron R. Corder ‘87 and Mrs. April

Johnson Corder ‘88
Mr. John H. Corpening ‘68
Mr. Chad C. Corriher ‘93 
Mr. Robert F. Coyne and Mrs. Mary Lynn

Coyne
Mr. Richard L. Creech ‘90 and Mrs. Lara

C. Creech 
Ms. Deborah D. Davis
Mr. Richard Harding Davis ‘64 and Mrs.

Judith Edwards Davis ‘67

Mr. John Edward Day and Mrs. Cynthia
H. Day ‘80

Dr. Robert W. Doak ‘90 and Mrs. C.
Darlene Doak 

DonateWell General Fund
Ms. Patricia Ann Edwards ‘76 
Mr. Roger Alan Edwards ‘79 and Mrs.

Charla G. Edwards
Dr. Joseph Michael Ellis
Mr. Darrick N. Embry ‘91 and Mrs.

Michelle Griffin Embry ‘91
Mr. Sanford P. England
Mr. and Mrs. Melvin J. Estes
Dr. Phillip T. Evans and Dr. Cindy Lee

Putnam Evans
Mr. Thomas T. Ferraro
Mr. Frank A. Ferrentino, Jr. ‘95 and Mrs.

Jessica Ferrentino
Mrs. Frances Kerley Fickling ‘51
Ms. Regina L. Fiegel
First Baptist Church – Harmony
First Baptist Church – Mocksville
Mr. Julian Horace Fisher
Five Points Medical Center, PC

Klondike 



Mr. Henry Mike Ford
Frankfort High School – Indiana
Mr. Howard Freese and Mrs. Gail Brinn

Wilkins
Mr. Timothy Allen Furr ‘81 
Mr. Alfred Lee Galloway ‘70 
GE Foundation
Mr. Bryce R. Gilmer and Mrs. Donna 

Kay Gilmer
The Rev. Scott S. Gilmer ‘98 and Mrs.

Kelly Gallamore Gilmer 
Mr. Michael Dunbar Gordon ‘07 and Mrs.

Sarah Frank Gordon ‘06
The Rev. Theodore Henry Goslen ‘83 
Graham Johnson Cultural Arts

Endowment
Greater Galilee Baptist Church –

Charlotte
Mr. Harry E. Greene, Jr. ‘66 
Ms. Laura Carol Queen Greeson
Mr. Gary Robin Hamill ‘94, ‘08 
Mr. William Roger Hancock and Mrs. Jo

Coleman Hancock ‘85 
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy J. Harrell
Mr. Gregory B. Hathcock ‘90 and Mrs.

Pamela G. Hathcock
Mr. Larry Lee Hatley ‘70  and Mrs. Joan

Hatley
Mrs. Jane Church Hendrix
Mr. Christopher A. Henschel and Mrs.

Christina Henschel
Mr. Benjamin Clifford Hill ‘03 
Mrs. Diane Sheppard Hill ‘82 
Mr. Bradley Walker Hinson ‘04
Mr. Ronald Eric Hinson ‘95 
Mr. Caldwell A. Holbrook, Jr. ‘67 
Mr. Robert Russell Holbrook and Mrs.

Robin Holbrook
Ms. Carolyn Faye Hollifield ‘59 
Mr. Boyce Jay Holshouser ‘86 
Mr. Jimmy A. Holshouser ‘66
Homecoming Football Tailgate Crew
Mr. A. Conrad Horton ‘55 
Mr. Barry Robert Howard, J.D. ‘89 and

Mrs. Sabrina Edens Howard 
Mr. Charles W. Hudson ‘93, ‘06  and Mrs.

Julie Kenerley Hudson ‘95 
Mr. Thomas M. Hutchison ‘68 
Mr. Marvin A. Hyatt and Mrs. Loist Hyatt
Mr. Julian Irigoyen and Mrs. Robbi

Irigoyen
Mr. David Isley and Mrs. Sharon M. Isley
J. B. Watson and Company, PLLC
Mrs. Mary Cookie Jacumin
Dr. Janet Sings Jenkins and Mr. Russell

Andrew Jenkins ‘76
Dr. Michael Jewett ‘58 

Mr. and Mrs. Kevin M. Johnson
Mr. Timothy Russell Kane ‘12 and Mrs.

Candice Huffman Kane ‘12
Mrs. Sarah Huntley Kemm
Ms. Gladys McCain Kerr ‘65
Mr. Stephen Howard Kesler ‘09 and Mrs.

Anna Orzechowska Kesler ‘09
Ms. Marjorie O. Kirchner
Mr. Garret Daniel Kloots ‘09, ‘12
Lake Norman Health and Wellness
Dr. Susan Denese Lauer
Mr. and Mrs. Todd A. Lautzenheiser
Mr. Eric Charles Lawrence ‘80 
Mr. Stephen M. Lear ‘83 
Mr. C. Nolan Leonard ‘65 
Lexington Choral Society
Ms. Claudia Ann Lupoletti ‘07
Mr. and Mrs. Steven A. Martucci
Mr. Phillip L. Matthews ‘86 and Mrs.

Elaina Rego Matthews ‘86 
Mr. Joseph Alexander McCallum ‘64 
Mr. Carleton R. McCollom and Mrs. Mary

K. McCollom
Medicap Pharmacy
Midkiff Challenge Foundation
Miss Gastonia Scholarship Association
Mr. James D. Mollo ‘97
Mr. Alan Brent Monroe ‘85 
Mr. Robert N. Moore ‘57 
Mr. Robert J. Moser and Mrs. Violeta S.

Moser
Dr. Taura S. Napier
Mr. and Mrs. Mike T. Newsome
Mr. Gary J. Noles ‘84 and Mrs. Nancy

Ashcraft Noles
Mr. Delwyn E. Norton
Mr. Jim Nulty and Mrs. Crystal M. Nulty
Mr. Jonathon W. Ohmann and Mrs. Gina

J. Ohmann
Mr. Stephen Dale Osborne ‘74 
Mr. David Scott Osterhus and Mrs.

Roseanne Mary Osterhus
Mrs. Gretchen Brown Overby ‘64 
Mr. David M. Owens and Mrs. Leslie Pam

Owens
Mr. and Mrs. Deric D. Parrish
Mr. Mario Paylor and Mrs. Rebecca

Jones Paylor ‘10
Dr. Angela H. Pegram
Mr. Stephen W. Perry ‘71
Mr. Thomas Edwin Perry, Jr. ‘71 and Mrs.

Angela Perry 
Piedmont High School FFA
Mrs. Kimberly M. Plein
Mr. Conrad Pogorzelski
Dr. William K. Potter and Dr. Heather W.

Potter

Providence Baptist Church – Charlotte
Mr. Phillip W. Pruett ‘90 and Mrs. Karen

Dado Pruett
Mr. Samuel Vernace Pugh, Jr. ‘87 and

Mrs. Jennifer Walston Pugh ‘87 
R & H Motor Lines, Inc.
Dr. Nancy Horak Randall and Mr. David

Jason Randall
Mr. Marion P. Ratliff, Jr.
Mr. Rodney Carroll Rauch ‘93 
Mrs. Andrea Bumgardner Raymond ‘84
Mr. Joseph J. Reich and Mrs. Deirdre M.

Reich ‘09
Mr. Gary English Rembert, II ‘63 
Restaurant 101
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Richard Riviezzo
Ms. Ashlyn Robinson
Mr. Brian Robinson and Mrs. Maureen

M. Robinson
Ms. Tammy A. Ross
Mr. Matthew Joseph Ruedinger
Mr. William M. Saehler and Mrs. Donna

Saehler
Ms. Danielle P. Sanders
Sanford District United Methodist Men
Ms. Ana Torre Santiago
Dr. Eric F. Schneider
Mr. and Mrs. Terry L. Scott
Sealed Air Corporation
SEANC, Inc. District 20
Dr. Robert A. Shaw and Mrs. Susan

Foglesong Shaw 
Mrs. Anita B. Simpson
Mr. Kevin Comrie Simpson and Mrs.

Kelley Simpson
Mr. Thomas S. Slate ‘85 and Mrs. Sharon

Hyatt Slate ‘82 
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Smith
Mr. John Charles Snyder, III ‘95 
Southeastern Plumbing and Heating, Inc.
Mr. Bill Starnes and Mrs. Kay Clontz

Starnes ‘69 
Dr. Billy Ward Stegall ‘62 and Mrs. Betty

Ross Stegall ‘63 
Mr. Brett Steinbrecher and Mrs. Darcy

Kuykendall Steinbrecher ‘99
The Rev. Leland K. Stephens ‘61, ‘16
Steve Dalton Memorial Scholarship

Mr. Glenn H. Stokes, Jr. and Mrs. Amy
Smith Stokes

Dr. William Clifford Stokes ‘13, ‘16 and
Mrs. Emily Calloway Stokes ‘13

Mr. Charles David Storey ‘92 and Mrs.
Brittain G. Storey ‘93

Mr. Greg Stump
Mr. David Lawrence Sugg ‘81 and Mrs.

Sherri Sugg 
Mr. Leonard S. Sullivan
Mr. David Nathan Summers ‘02 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Shane Sumrall
Mr. William Hale Swan ‘60 and Mrs.

Nancy Swan
Mrs. Doris Kiker Taylor ‘65 
The Rev. Sammy A. Thomas ‘75 and Mrs.

Helen G. Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. Jamey L. Tricoli
Mr. Blair Keith Troutman ‘09, ‘14 and Ms.

Erin Schill Troutman ‘10
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Troutman
Union General Hospital Auxiliary
Upperdeck Sports
Mrs. Carolyn H. Ussery
Mr. Jack S. Vernon
Mr. Jeffrey D. Waisner ‘83 
Mr. Shannon Donte Wallace ‘04 
Mr. William R. Walsh ‘77 and Mrs. Debra

Wilson Walsh ‘79 
Mr. David L. Ward and Mrs. Patricia

Ward
Dr. Kurt A. Wargo
Mr. John Everett Welch ‘01 and Mrs.

Christina Campbell Welch ‘00
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney M. Wells
Ms. Stephanie Amelia White ‘04
Mr. James E. Wilhelm, Jr. ‘93 and Mrs.

Tresa Argabrite Wilhelm ‘94 
Mr. Lantz E. Wilkinson
Mr. Bobby L. Williams and Mrs. Carol M.

Williams
Mr. Terry Gwyn Williams and Mrs. Teresa

Goins Williams
Mr. Kenneth E. Yelton ‘82 and Mrs. Tiffany

Moody Yelton 
Mr. Gregory Spivey York ‘82

15D o n o r  R e p o r t
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CENTURY (donors 

who gave $100 to $249)

Ms. Margie Adams
Ms. Marie A. Aiello
Mr. Robert J. Aiello and Mrs. Lauren

Aiello
Mr. and Mrs. James E. Aiken
Ms. Tanya Lynn Alexander ‘07
Mr. Stanley Lee Allen ‘77 
Mr. Donald L. Allred ‘65 
Mr. David Lane Anderson ‘99
Mr. Guilherme Conjero Andrade ‘14 and

Mrs. Sadie Schronce Andrade ‘12
Dr. H. Thomas Appenzeller, Jr. and Mrs.

Kathy Appenzeller
Mr. Billy W. Armentrout ‘59 
Mr. Brit Roger Armstrong, Jr. ‘64 
Mr. William Earl Armstrong, II ‘73 
Ashby Insurance Agency, Inc.
Mr. Brennan Asplen, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Brett Attaway 
Mr. Matthew Christopher Auman ‘03 
Mr. Todd Ryan Babb ‘01 and Mrs.

Christen Babb 
Mr. and Mrs. William W. Babb

Mr. Charles H. Baker and Mrs. Gloria H.
Baker

Mr. Dennis Ralph Baker ‘59 
Balanced Body Center, PA
Mr. Bradley Baldwin ‘97
Mr. Kenneth O’Neal Barnes, Sr. ‘63 and

Mrs. Betty Dowdy Barnes ‘64 
Ms. Meaghan Patricia Barry ‘14, ‘15 
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Bartlett
Mr. David A. Basil and Mrs. Deborah

Basil
Mr. G. William Bates
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Sean Bell
Mr. Kevin Christopher Benfield ‘06
Ms. Victoria Alison Best
Dr. Robert D. Billinger, Jr. and Mrs. Cheryl

Beam Billinger ‘67
Mr. Ben Biron ‘13
Mrs. Elizabeth Blanton Blalock ‘67 
Dr. Nicholas Ronald Blanchard
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry C. Bludau
Dr. Robert E. Bodycombe, Jr. and Mrs.

Ruth M. Bodycombe
Ms. Rebecca B. Boeschel
Mr. Jay Will Bolder, Jr. ‘78

Mr. and Mrs. James L. Boles, Jr.
Mr. David Marion Boling ‘82 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Bonner
Mr. Philip S. Boone ‘47
Mr. Jimmie Keith Bowman ‘69 
Ms. Kelly Boyette
Mr. Benjamin C. Brasington, Jr. ‘59 and

Mrs. Evelyn Poplin Brasington ‘67
Mr. Christopher Dennis Brewer ‘05
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Bridgewater 
Mrs. Betty R. Brooks ‘73 
Mr. Stephen Scott Brooks and Mrs.

Wendy Brooks
Mrs. Caroline Moser Brown ‘85 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerred R. Brown
Mr. Tregg L. Brown ‘81 
Brown Consultants, PA
Mr. Terry W. Brutt
Ms. Lois P. Bryant
Mr. Byron L. Bullard, Sr.
Mr. Wickie L. Bullington ‘69 
The Rev. Warner A. Bumgardner and

Mrs. Roberta Bumgardner
Ms. Brittany M. Bumgarner
Mr. Scott D. Burrow ‘60 

Mr. Rex Carlton Byers ‘74 and Mrs. Judy
Byers ‘75

Mr. Kevin Lee Byrum ‘04 
Mrs. Janci L. Fish Cahoon ‘71 
Mrs. Krista Grace Cahoon ‘02
Mr. Joseph Alexander Calandra, II ‘09
Ms. Michelle Calandra
Mr. Andrew George Calder ‘74 
Mr. John T. Calta ‘96 
Mr. Fred W. Cameron, III ‘97 
Mr. Ronald F. Camp ‘94
Mr. Joseph M. Cantey and Mrs. Kathy

Cantey
Mr. John Matthew Capasso ‘07
Mrs. Yenevin Capote
Mr. Scott Patrick Caragher ‘10
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Carmona
The Rev. Mark Carnes
Mr. Brian Carpenter
Mr. Jim G. Carpenter ‘59
Mr. Brian Thomas Carra ‘00 and Mrs.

Michelle Mines Carra ‘01
Mr. John E. Carriker ‘65
Mr. Thomas Charles Carty ‘76
Mr. Craig Wayne Casalou ‘96 

Century 
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Dr. Sergio A. Castello
Mr. Melvin Michael Catoe ‘68
Ms. Rachael Jan Cecka
Mr. Rollin Channell and Mrs. Sue B.

Channell
Mr. Michael G. Chapman and Mrs.

Deborah Holland Chapman
Mr. Kent M. Chapman and Mrs. Nancy

Adams Chapman ‘92 
Mr. Gilles Ngongban Che ‘14 
Mrs. Chaya Chetty
Mr. John Blair Childers ‘04 
Ms. Sharon W. Childress
Dr. Beverly Bailes Christopher ‘57
Mr. John Timothy Clark ‘67 and Mrs.

Linda V. Clark 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph P. Clark
Dr. Heather Voegtle Clontz
Ms. Suzanne Close
Mr. W. Stewart Cobb and Mrs. Ann Cobb 
Mr. Dorsel Wayne Cole ‘66 
Mr. Ronald James Cole ‘76
Ms. Diann M. Collier
Mr. Shelton James Collier and Mrs.

DiAnn Collier
Community Foundation of Howard

County, Inc.
Ms. Kelley L. Connolly ‘93 
Mr.  William Douglas Connor ‘69 
Mrs. Fran Cockerham Cook ‘73
Mr. Richard D. Cope
Ms. Jane B. Corcoran
Mrs. Margaret Robinson Cormack ‘71 
Mr. Ronald E. Costello and Mrs. Gail Ann

Costello
Mrs. Linda Hedrick Cox ‘85 
Dr. Dinene Klein Crater, Ph.D. ‘90
Mr. Roxy D. Crawford ‘66 
Dr. Thomas B. Crawford, Jr. and Mrs.

Donna Crawford ‘11 
Dr. Gregory Stephen Crider
Mr. Matthew J. Crisera
Mr. John A. Crook, Jr.
Dr. William H. Crouch, Jr. ‘71 
Mr. Kenneth Cullipher
Mr. David E. Cunningham ‘72 and Mrs.

Elaine T. Cunningham ‘73
Mr. Gary John Curneen ‘03, ’09
Mr. and Mrs. Sean Curneen
Mr. Mason Michael Curry ‘01 and Mrs.

Barbara Baltimore Curry ‘04, ‘08
Mr. Thomas Montgomery Davies ‘01 
Mr. Charles M. Davis
Mrs. Dawn M. Davis ‘89
Ms. Debra Susan Davis ‘82
Ms. Jennie Elizabeth Davis
Ms. Pamela Sue Davis ‘04 

Mr. John Ralph Dawkins, III and Mrs.
Carolyn Reece Dawkins ‘69 

Mr. Alan K. Dawson
Mr. and Mrs. Kyle L. Daye
Mr. Daniel Bryan DeGraff ‘14 and Mrs.

Elizabeth Ann Hardig-DeGraff ‘14 
Mr. James M. Dennis ‘64 and Mrs.

Marian B. Dennis
Mr. Adam Mark Denton ‘01 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Detomo
Dr. Christi Smith DeWaele
Dr. Larry G. Dickens and Mrs. Gail B.

Dickens
Ms. Catherine Pierce Dillard ‘10
Mr. Bryan Joseph Dillon ‘04 
Mr. C. Thomas Dixon and Mrs. Sue Dixon
Mr. John R. Dodd
Mr. Jeffrey Donahue
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Doran, Jr.
Mr. Danny Dotson and Mrs. Cindy H.

Dotson
Mr. John H. Douglas ‘92 
Mr. Raymond E. Drayton, Jr. ‘71 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Dreher
Mr. Richard Michael Drennen ‘98, ‘01
Mr. Jere A. Drummond
Mr. Thomas M. Duddleson and Mrs. June

Duddleson
Eagle Island (Seafood) Fruit Stand
Mr. Edward E. Eaves ‘64 
Mr. Michael Vereen Edge ‘63 and Mrs.

Kelly Edge
Mr. Jason A. Edgemon and Mrs. Lori C.

Edgemon
The Rev. and Mrs. Benford G. Edwards
Mr. Frederick H. Edwards ‘88 and Mrs.

Julia Cobb Edwards ‘88
Mr. Roger D. Edwards and Mrs. Mary

Evelyn Edwards
Mr. Samuel L. Elkins, III ‘82 and Mrs. B.

Sharon Andrews Elkins ‘95 
Mr. Robert Brent Erb ‘06 and Mrs.

Meghan Erb 
Erie Insurance
Mrs. Libby Owens Essick ‘77 
Mrs. Edwina Winchester Eubanks ‘60, ‘81
Ms. Helen Evans
Mr. and Mrs. James G. Ezekiel
Mr. Burt E. Ezzell, Jr. ‘81 
Mr. Robert M. Felts, Jr. ‘67
Dr. Nicholas Ferencz and Ms. Susan Kay

Ferencz 
Dr. Robert B. Ferguson ‘58 and Mrs.

Phyllis Burriss Ferguson ‘79
Mrs. Elaine E. Finkel
First Baptist Church of Red Springs
Ms. Diana Fitzpatrick

Mr. Benjamin T. Fleming ‘06
Mr. Cody Tyler Flowers ‘14
Ms. Shante Floyd
Mr. Scott Anthony Foley ‘90
Dr. Carolyn Ford 
Ms. June Henderson Ford ‘85 
Mr. and Mrs. Dallas Foster Jr. 
Mrs. Myrna Clontz Fourcher ‘62 
Mr. A. Jack Fowler and Mrs. Ruby Fowler
Dr. Peter M. Frank and Mrs. Amy W.

Frank
Mr. Miguel Fuentes
Ms. Ellen C. Furches
Mr. Seth Braxton Furr ‘06 and Mrs.

Candace N. Furr ‘03 
Mr. and Mrs. William F. Futterer
Mr. Shaun Gadsby ‘16 
Mr. Paul Michael Gallagher ‘12, ‘14
Mrs. Mary Lou Gamble
Mr. Carl A. Gardner
Mr. Edward R. Garison ‘67 
Mr. Keith Morris Garner ‘81, ‘83 
Mr. Joseph Garrow and Mrs. Tarra

Garrow
Mr. Marbut Glenn Gaston
Mr. John Gable Gathings ‘87 
Mrs. Miriam J. Geng
Ms. Rebecca Eden Gerbert ‘10
Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Getzen
Mr. and Mrs. J. Bennett Glass
Mrs. Ashley Vaughn Glover
Mr. Doug Godwin and Mrs. Melanie T.

Godwin
Mr. Tony Carlton Godwin ‘81, ‘82
Mrs. Anna Reeder Goins ‘96 
Mr. Homer Lee Good, Jr. ‘62 
Mr. Charles Baxter Gordon, IV ‘89
Mr. James Grant Gordon ‘58 and Mrs.

Janna Gordon
Ms. Cherie Lynn Green ‘00
Mr. Chris Harrison Green ‘76 
Mr. Bobby H. Griffin and Mrs. Norma B.

Griffin
Mr. Edward Michael Griffin ‘75 
Mrs. Helen T. Griffin ‘94 
Mr. John Randolph Griffin ‘68
Mr. Wesley Van Griffith ‘67 
Mr. Steven S. Grimwood
Dr. Gary M. Grindstaff
Mr. Ronald E. Gulledge
Mr. Daniel T. Gura and Mrs. Barbara S.

Gura
Mr. Richard Martin Hackney ‘06 and Mrs.

Kara Elizabeth Hackney ‘06
Mr. Ricky Allen Hahn ‘82
Mr. William W. Hair and Mrs. Joan Hair 
Mrs. Kelly Jo Hale

Mrs. Cheryl Thomas Hall ‘64 
Mr. Harold Roger Hall and Mrs. Diane

McLeod Hall
Col. (Ret.) Roger Fisher Hall, Jr. ‘73 
Mr. Steven K. Hall and Mrs. Janet E. Hall
The Rev. Michael E. Hammond ‘66 and

Mrs. Gail B. Hammond
Ms. Fenna Hanes
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Hannah 
Ms. Susan A. Hansen
Mr. Archie J. Hargett, Jr. ‘61 
Mrs. Mary Prebeck Hargett ‘79 
Mr. Fredrick D. Harrington and Mrs.

Deborah Harrington
Dr. John F. Hartness, Jr. and Mrs. Marilyn

Houser Hartness ‘94
Ms. Linda Nixon Hastings ‘10
Mrs. Brenda R. Haughney ‘00
Mr. and Mrs. Jay J. Havenaar
Mr. Jim Hays and Mrs. Paula Shaver

Hays ‘78
Mr. Charles R. Head
Mr. Brian James Hehn ‘10 and Mrs. Eve

Silva Hehn ‘08
Mr. Richard K. Heins
Mrs. Anita Buchanan Helms ‘60 
Mrs. Carole Parker Helms ‘83 
Mr. Leon N. Helms
Ms. Sherry L. Helms
Mrs. Nita Blakney Henderson ‘78
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne W. Henderson
Mr. Stephen H. Hennessy and Mrs.

Sandra J. Hennessy
Dr. Susan Elizabeth Hernandez ‘14 and

Mr. Stevan E. Hernandez ‘97
Dr. William H. Hester ‘57 
Mr. Joseph R. Hicks and Mrs. Cheryl

Austin Hicks ‘94
Mr. Mark Hindal
Mr. William R. Hobbs
Mr. John A. Hoff
Mr. John Cavin Holbrook, Jr. ‘76 
Ms. Barbara Raye Hollifield ‘59 
Dr. Thomas Garrison Hollis ‘69
Mrs. Cheryl Deal Holm ‘68
Ms. Emily Isabel Holmes ‘10
Mr. Terry Honaker
Dr. Elizabeth Wood Hoops ‘10 and Mr.

Todd Barry Hoops ‘08
Ms. Mary D. Hord
Mrs. Connie P. Horton
Mr. Gene C. Hovey and Mrs. Candace

Hovey
Mr. Fred L. Howell, Jr.
Mrs. Mary Forsyth Hubert ‘43
Ms. Beth A. Hudson
Mr. Bruce L. Hudson ‘69 
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Mr. Odie Hughes and Mrs. Linda Hughes
Mrs. Frances Allen Hunley
Ms. Gloria June Hunter ‘63 
Dr. Jairy C. Hunter, Jr. ‘67 
Mr. James N. Hunter ‘67 
Mr. Douglas McLeod Huntley ‘85 
Mr. Frank L. Huntley, III and Mrs. Bonnie

M. Huntley
Dr. J. Paul Hurst, Jr., M.D. ‘51 
Mrs. Ruby H. Ingold
Ms. Brianna Ingram
Mr. and Mrs. Rodney A. Isenhour
Ms. Beth Ann Jackson
Mr. Cameron L. Jackson
Mrs. Denise Ford Jackson ‘02 
Mr. Elvin L. Jackson and Mrs. Doris H.

Jackson
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Jackson
Mr. Nkrumah Qwame Jackson ‘95 
Jade Tank Lines, Inc.
Mr. James R. Jayroe, Jr. ‘64 
Jerry’s Mechanical Heating & Air, Inc.
Dr. Dennis A. Johnson
Mr. Donald W. Johnson ‘62 and Mrs.

Patricia Johnson 
The Rev. John W. Johnson ‘79
Mr. John D. Johnson, Jr.
Mr. Lenore G. Johnson
Mr. Daniel Allen Jones ‘41 
Mrs. Deana Hall Jones ‘05
Ms. Laura O. Jones
Mr. Charles R. Joy
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Kasper
Mr. Thurlow Allen Kearns, III ‘70 
Mr. Stephen William Kehoe ‘11, ‘14
Dr. Heather Robinson Kehr
Mr. James E. Keith and Mrs. Kathryn

Ramseur Keith ‘95
Keybank Foundation
Ms. Shannon King
Mr. William G. Kinsman ‘67
Mr. Marcus Lee Kirkland, Sr.
Mrs. Elaine P. Kirkman 
Dr. Andrew E. Kirsteins and Dr. DeAnna

Kirchmayer-Kristeins
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Knippenberg
Honorable Jennifer Jane Knox ‘95 
Mr. Patrick A. Konecny and Mrs. Tanna

Konecny
Mr. Lawrence J. Kosowsky
Ms. Laura C. Kratt
Dr. Kenneth S. Kroeger
Mr. Ronald R. Ladimir ‘97 
Mr. Olli-Pekka Laitila ‘89
Mr. James Michael Landreth, Sr. ‘72 
Mr. Ronald S. Larrymore 

Mr. Randall Scott Lazicki ‘05 
Ms. Cherie Lea
Ms. Sara P. Lear 
Mrs. Elizabeth Napier Lee
Ms. Rebecca Ann Lee ‘82 
Honorable W. David Lee and Mrs. Kim

Carpenter Lee ‘89 
Mr. Rodrick T. LeMond and Mrs. Carol L.

LeMond
Ms. Carolyn S. Lemonds ‘93
Mr. William Bird Lewis, III ‘00
Mr. Jakob Licht and Mrs. Gisella Licht-

Weissbach
Mr. Albert Shuler Lineberry, Jr. ‘66 and

Mrs. Virginia S. Lineberry
Ms. Martha Karen Lisenby ‘73 
Mr. Orlando J. Llerandi
Mr. Jerry R. Loftin, Jr. ‘78 
Mr. Kenneth L. Long, III and Mrs.

Josephine Long
Mr. Michael D. Long 
Mr. Louie T. Looper, Jr.
Mr. Carroll R. Lowder and Mrs. Carolyn

Jones Lowder
Mr. Jimmy C. Lowe
Mr. John Warren Lowery, Jr. ‘89 
LPL Financial Foundation
Mr. Ben Geoffry Luker
Lumber River Holiness Methodist

Conference
Ms. Jennifer Elizabeth Mackenzie ‘01 
Mr. and Mrs. Calum J. MacLachlan
Mrs. Jane Clontz Mahmoud ‘64 
Ms. Katherine Ramsey Mann ‘07
Dr. Michael L. Manolakis
Mr. Douglas L. Mansfield ‘83 and Mrs.

Sherri Caudle Mansfield ‘88 
Mr. William T. Manson and Mrs. Kathryn

McCall Manson ‘76 
Dr. Jessie Wright Martin
Ms. Mary P. Mastrobattista
Ms. Peggy S. Mathieu
Ms. Jo Burgess May ‘58
Mrs. Belinda Marshall Mayhew ‘69 
Ms. Sandra J. Mayhew ‘63 
Mr. Robert Lee McCain 
Mr. Corey Ryan McCollom ‘13
Mrs. Frances C. McCoy ‘57 
Mr. Smyth F. McCrady ‘67 
Mr. John H. McCrimmon, Jr. ‘68 
Ms. Thea D. McCurry 
Dr. Heather P. McDivitt
Mr. Lawrence McDonald ‘65 and Mrs.

Carol McDonald
Mr. Michael H. McEachern ‘79 and Mrs.

Melissa Morgan McEachern ‘83 

Mrs. Mary Elizabeth McElhinney ‘96 
Ms. Jennifer Lois McGill ‘08
Mr. Keith P. McGirt ‘06, ’09 and Mrs. Kari

Hallin McGirt ‘05
Mr. and Mrs. James McKenna
Mr. H. Franklin McNeill and Mrs. Patricia

H. McNeill
Mr. John Parker McNeill and Mrs.

Adelaide Y. McNeill
The Rev. Raymond G. McPherson ‘63 and

Mrs. Wanda Bass McPherson ‘63 
Ms. Megan C. McVicker ‘10
Ms. Kathleen M. Meyers
Mr. Harvey L. Michael and Mrs. Macie

Ensley Michael ‘70
Mr. Gordon Proffitt Miller, Jr. ‘83 
Mr. Harry Eugene Mills ‘63 
Ms. Jotannah L. Mills
Mr. Jorge Mir ‘60 and Mrs. Montrose C.

Smart Mir ‘61 
Ms. Izabella P. Miranda ‘13
Mr. Anthony Arms Monfrado ‘65 
Mr. H. Kent Montgomery ‘63 
Ms. Jade Elizabeth Montgomery ‘15
Mr. James D. Moorehead
Mr. Michael G. Moorehead and Mrs.

Jeanmarie Moorehead
Mr. Steve Morgan and Mrs. Lisa Morgan
Dr. George Stephen Morris
Mr. Gerald W. Morton, Sr. ‘88, ’91
Mr. Michael R. Morton ‘76 
The Rev. Michael Edward Motley ‘98 
Mount Zion AME Church – Pennsylvania
Ms. Jessica Nicole Mowry ‘09
Mr. Luke Aaron Mulholland ‘11
Mr. James Victor Mumford ‘87
Mr. Kevin Murphy and Mrs. Carol D.

Murphy
Dr. Bethyna Lawrence Murray ‘70
Ms. Heather Lee Murray ‘87 
Ms. Amanda L. Myers
Mr. James H. Nance, Jr. ‘86
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory K. Napierala
Mr. Gary G. Nelson and Mrs. Karen P.

Nelson
Dr. Michael W. Neville and Mrs. Anita B.

Neville
Mr. Dale R. Newport ‘74 
Mr. Jimmy H. Newsom ‘57 
Ms. Joyce A. Newton ‘60 
Mr. Dallas S. Nicholson
Mr. Peter J. Noce
Ms. Kati Denise Norris ‘10
Mr. Jack M. Norton ‘65 
Mr. James B. Nunn, Jr. ‘66 
Dr. Donald S. Nuzum

Dr. C. Brian Odom and Mrs. Amee
Huneycutt Odom ‘95

OH Capital Assets, Inc.
Mr. Anthony F. Orlando
Mr. Steven P. Ormerod and Mrs. Mary C.

Ormerod
Mr. Landon William Owen ‘02 and Mrs.

Jennifer M. Owen 
P Dog, LLC/Hwy 55 Burgers of Indian Trail
Mr. Frank J. Pait, IV ‘85 and Mrs. Sheila

Foster Pait ‘86 
Ms. Evelyn Pakosz
Dr. Peter H. Pan ‘76 
Mr. Billy Ray Parker ‘93 and Mrs. Bonnie

McNaulty Parker ‘90
Mr. Gary E. Parker ‘67 
Ms. Bethany Kay Parmer ‘15
Mr. Vernon Ray Parrish, Jr. ‘63 
Mrs. Sharon Kivett Parsek ‘71 
Mrs. Katherine Wimbish Paschal ‘65 
Dr. Benjamin Lee Payne
Mr. Spencer Wellesley Percy ‘10
Mrs. Sharon LaBarre Peterson ‘09
Mrs. Kathryn Suzanne Bostic Philemon

‘09, ’14
Mrs. Lindsay Bricolo Philemon ‘03 
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart P. Phillips
Mr. Sean S. Pierpont
Dr. Darren Eric Pierre ‘04
Mrs. Mary Gilbert Pittman ‘49 
Mr. Thomas A. Piziali and Mrs. Judith C.

Piziali
Mrs. Tammi Wynn Plantan ‘96
Mr. Justin David Pohl ‘09
Ms. Julie Dawn Polanis ‘97
Mr. Philip James Poole ‘04 and Mrs.

Melissa Newborn Poole ‘04
Mr. James F. Pope ‘69 
Mr. Phillip D. Poplin and Mrs. Emily B.

Poplin
Dr. Roshan S. Prabhu
Mr. Douglas Marvin Price
Mr. Henry Michael Price ‘77 
Ms. Martha Elizabeth Price ‘59 
Mrs. Nancy Cutchin Price ‘68 
Mr. Ricardo M. Priester ‘98
Mr. Bruce W. Randolph and Mrs. Mildred

M. Randolph
Mr. and Mrs. Terrel J. Randolph, Jr.
Ms. Kathryn Lauren Reddick ‘09, ’11
Dr. Gwendolyn M. Reichbach
Mr. Robert Ripley Renegar, Jr. ‘79 
Mr. Mark A. Rettinger ‘96 and Mrs.

Vanessa Williams Rettinger ‘01
Mr. Oscar Obed Reyes-Ortiz ‘15 
Ms. Allison Leigh Rickher ‘14, ’16
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Mrs. Judy H. Rimmer
Mr. and Mrs. Chad M. Ritch
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny M. Rivera
Mr. Donald Clark Roberts ‘59 and Mrs.

Wanda Nance Roberts
Mr. Jerry T. Robertson ‘64 
Mr. Brian John Rogers ‘93 and Mrs.

Catherine A. Rogers 
Mr. Wiley D. Rogers, III ‘01
Mr. Marion Buxton Rorie ‘69 
Ms. Shante Jonelle Hoyt Roseboro ‘98 
Mr. Ellis S. Ross ‘64 
Mr. John Jeffrey Ross ‘88 and Mrs.

Denise Burgess Ross ‘88
Mrs. Madeline N. Ross
Ms. Casey Rose Roux
Mr. Daniel Roux and Mrs. Mary Roux
Mrs. Ruth Thomas Rowe ‘85
The Rev. Douglas N. Rumley and Mrs.

Helen H. Rumley
Mr. Dennis L. Rushing ‘74 
Rusty Guy Auction Company
Mr. Mark G. Sailors ‘94 and Mrs. Kimberly

Carr Sailors ‘94
Mr. James R. Sanders
Dr. L. Alan Sasser ‘67 
Mr. Homer S. Saunders, Jr. ‘64 
Ms. Jane C. Saunders
Mrs. Kimberly F. Schofer
Mr. Lawrence Mark Schuman ‘84  and

Mrs. Mary Lonon Schuman ‘83 
Dr. Mitchell K. Schwaber
Mr. Lawrence L. Seigler ‘66 
Ms. Angela Beth Sellers ‘06
Mr. Hal W. Setser ‘75 and Mrs. Suzanne

Williams Setser ‘74 
Mr. Dennis Ray Setzer ‘03 
Mrs. Lula Yates Shackelford ‘47

Mr. C. Wayne Shadrick and Mrs. Julia Y.
Shadrick ‘87 

Dr. Aaron M. Shaver ‘16 and Mrs. Sadie
Freeman Shaver ‘13

Ms. Kelly Renee Sheppard
Ms. Stefani Elizabeth Shuey ‘11
Mr. Jeremy Lynn Sikes ‘13 
Mrs. Kelly Matthews Silliman ‘05 
Mr. James Franklin Simmons and Mrs.

Peggy Simmons
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wesley Simpson
Mrs. Linda Wagner Slade ‘73 
Mr. Ronald T. Smarr, Sr.
SMART Scholarship Funding Corporation
Mr. Ronald C. Smetak and Mrs. Angela

M. Smetak
Mr. Daniel Burgess Smith ‘11, ’14 and

Mrs. Emily Huneycutt Smith 
Dr. Lisa Sue Smith
Mr. Maurice E. Smith, Jr. ‘67 
Mrs. Melissa Brockway Smith ‘92
Mr. Michael R. Smith and Mrs. Tammy

Ingram Smith
Dr. and Mrs. Roy J. Smith
Mr. Stanley W. Smith ‘58
Ms. Matoka A. Snuggs ‘84 
Mr. Sean Connar Snyder ‘09
Mrs. Deborah Conley Solyan ‘75
Sonic Automotive, Inc.
Mr. Douglas Keith Spainhour ‘73 
Ms. Dorothy Ann Spangler
Mr. Kenneth A. Sparks ‘73
Mr. David Spaugh and Mrs. Barbara

Jayne Spaugh
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas J. Spence
Ms. Marianna Konstandina Spero ‘00
Mr. Steve M. Stack
Dr. Carl P. Starnes ‘72

Mr. Cody Lee Starnes ‘14 and Mrs.
Brittany Cochran Starnes ‘13

Ms. Kara Aileen Stasikelis ‘11
Mr. Ralph C. Stegall, Jr. ‘58
Ms. Judith Stephens
Ms. Patricia M. Stewart
Mr. Robert Ryan Stover ‘02 
Mr. Andrew P. Strayer ‘79 and Mrs. Carol

Gosewisch Strayer ‘80 
Mr. Gary Hugh Strickland ‘71 
Ms. Juanita C. Strickland
Mr. Wilton D. Stubbs and Mrs. Michelle

Stubbs
Mr. Fred S. Stucky, III
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A. Stumpff
Mr. Eric G. Suggs ‘86 and Mrs. Mary

Hightower Suggs ‘86 
Dr. Jerry L. Surratt ‘57 and Mrs. Alice

Surratt 
Dr. Lawrence H. Sutker, M.D. ‘68
Mrs. Adelita Ludwick Swaim ‘60 
Mr. Brandon James Swaringen ‘06
Sylvania Ford, Inc.
Mr. Bradly Stephen Tamblyn ‘94 
Tammy A. Ross & Associates
Mrs. Jennifer Winfree Tarlton ‘02 
Mrs. Roberta J. Tarlton ‘86 
Ms. Linda S. Tate
Ms. Mary Blythe Taylor
Dr. Paul H. Taylor ‘50 
Mrs. Paula Fields Taylor ‘67 
Mr. David A. Thomas ‘57 and Mrs.

Patricia A. Thomas
Mr. Richard G. Thomas and Mrs. Delores

Austin Thomas ‘94
Dr. Pamela Reeves Thomas and Mr. J.

Maurice Thomas ‘57
Mr. Jonathan Ryan Thomas ‘97, ’99 and

Mrs. Brandi Barnette Thomas ‘99
Mr. Jerry F. Thompson ‘62 
Dr. Wayne W. Tolbert, Ph.D. ‘68 
Mrs. Annie F. Tolson
Mr. Darrell Gaston Tomberlin ‘68 and Mrs.

Penny Haigler Tomberlin ‘89 
Mr. Peter N. Tomlinson and Mrs. Michelle

Tomlinson
Mr. Nicholas J. Tonno ‘01 
Mr. Michael V. Torrente
Ms. Caroleen Towery
Mr. Ralph Milton Transou, Jr. ‘64
Mr. Marshall Allen Traywick ‘84 
Ms. Nellie L. Tricoli
Mrs. Janette Huneycutt Trull ‘53
Mrs. Julia McLean Tsitouris ‘84 
Mr. James Allen Usher, Sr. ‘68 and Mrs.

Deloris S. Usher

Mr. W. Wells Van Pelt, Jr. and Mrs. Alison
Van Pelt

Mrs. Kathy Conrad VanSutphen ‘74 
Mr. Guy Virgilio
Ms. Mary D. Von Alt
Dr. Sharyn Greene VonCannon ‘14, ‘15
Mr. Jack William Vundum ‘11, ‘13
Mr. Matthew C. Walters
Honorable J. Randolph Ward ‘73 and

Professor Lynne Baker-Ward, Ph.D.
Dr. Juanita Lenic Warren ‘00
Warrenton Baptist Church
Mr. John Melvin Watkins ‘76 
Mr. Richard B. Watkins
Dr. Laura A. Watterson, DC
Mr. John A. Watts
Mr. Benton Fletcher Weaver ‘68 
Mr. Wesley W. Weiseman, Jr.
Ms. Kristin Nichole Wharton ‘99
The Rev. James Blair White ‘82 
Mrs. Nancy Turner White ‘59 
Mr. Thomas B. White ‘62 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Whitesell
Mr. Daniel Ray Whitley ‘88 and Mrs. Carol

Gillis Whitley ‘86
Mr. David Duncan Whitley, Jr. ‘96 and

Mrs. Dana Whitley 
The Rev. Dr. Wayne D. Wike and Mrs.

Debbie Wike
Mr. John Thomas Williams, Jr. ‘91
Mrs. Ruth Ann Williams ‘75 
Mr. Scott W. Williams and Mrs. Karen

Williams
The Rev. James Thomas Wilson ‘79 and

Mrs. Sandra Knight Wilson ‘79 
Mr. Edward Michael Winters, III ‘10
Mr. Roy Lee Winters, III ‘93 
Ms. Maureen E. Witt
Mrs. Amy C. Wlodyka
Mr. Derek J. Woelfel and Mrs. Brenda

Woelfel 
Mrs. Alston Osgood Wolf
Ms. Doris Dixon Wolf ‘63 
Ms. Linda Wright Woods ‘62 
Mr. Jason Wooley and Mrs. Marie Foard

Wooley ‘05 
Mr. Richard L. Yadkowski ‘96 and Mrs.

Stephanye Adams Yadkowski ‘95
Dr. Marc Zhaoding Yang
Col. Richard Carlton Yarbrough ‘66 and

Mrs. Karen Yarbrough
Ms. Kristi W. York ‘90
Mr. Burl D. Young
Mr. Eugene J. Zappasodi, Jr.
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GATE (donors who gave $1 to $99)

Ms. Brittany C. Pearch Ackerman ‘11
Dr. John C. Acquaviva
Mr. Edward S. Adams
Mr. James B. Adams
Ms. Kelly Marie Adams ‘12 
Mr. Justice Luke Aheron ‘17 
Mr. Saverio Aiello and Mrs. Maria Aiello
Mr. Takahiro Austin Akabane and Ms.

Tanieka Ward Akabane ‘00 
Ms. Katherine Albright
Mr. Bruce Aldridge and Mrs. Jill D.

Aldridge
Mr. Trent Christopher Allen ‘95 
Ms. Amanda Marie Alling 
Mr. Thomas B. Amberson and Mrs.

Sherrie S. Amberson
Ms. Amelia Amelie
Mr. Craig Andres
Ms. Tess Elizabeth Andres ‘03 
Ms. Rebecca Sue Andrew ‘79 
Mr. J. Bruce Anthony ‘73 and Mrs. Susan

Oates Anthony ‘72 
Ms. Caryn Antram

Mr. J. Stew Antram and Mrs. Marg
Antram

Ms. Viktoriia S. Arkhipova
Ms. Jennifer Jo Armentrout
Mr. Wade C. Arnette ‘57 
Mrs. Cherie F. Arrington ‘79 
Mr. Steve Ashworth and Mrs. Susan

Ashworth
Mrs. Carol Newcomb Atkins ‘87 
Ms. Augustina Augustine
Ms. Tammy Barlowe Austin
Mr. Joy Nelson Autry and Mrs. Teresa R.

Autry
Mr. Dale Autry and Mrs. Julia Parker

Autry ‘03 
Ms. April M. Bain
Mr. Clyde Irvin Baker ‘64 
Mr. Richard E. Baker ‘56 and Mrs. Joan

Tarlton Baker ‘54
Ms. Christina Alison Bakker ‘04
Ballantyne Chiropractic Wellness, PLLC
Bank of the West Employee Giving

Program
Mrs. Christina Banner

Mr. Fabricio Oka Barancoski ‘12, ‘14
Dr. Kristen Grady Barbee
Mr. Roger D. Barker ‘85 
Mrs. Jacqueline Holden Barrier ‘94 
Dr. Dawn M. Battise
Ms. Eva Marsh Baucom
Mrs. Vanessa Braswell Baucom ‘95
Mr. Michael G. Baxley and Mrs. Jennifer

Carmack Baxley ‘99, ‘10 
Mrs. Dawn Bullock Beaman ‘81 
Ms. Kristie L. Begley ‘09, ’17
Mrs. Pelagie Ache Bekissi
Mr. Binyam Ateka Belachew ‘14
Mrs. Bonnie Kelley Belmonte ‘66 
Mr. Daniel Stephen Belsito
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Mr. Bill G. Bennett
Mr. Mark Edward Bennett and Mrs.

Deneal H. Bennett
Ms. Lauren Elizabeth Billo ‘11
Ms. Patricia Binns
Mrs. Katie L. Bishop
Mrs. Sue Williams Blanton ‘74 
Mr. Lawrence A. Bloemer, Jr. and Mrs.

Jan W. Bloemer
Mr. Christopher George Bohach ‘08
Mr. Ronald W. Boles
Mrs. Nancy Ludlum Bollinger ‘59 
Mr. Quincy Rahem Bonilla ‘15
Ms. Kelli M. Bonner ‘15, ‘17
Mr. and Mrs. Eric J. Boston
Mr. Chet M. Boyd, III ‘97 
Mr. Timothy G. Boyle
Ms. Mary Catherine Boylin ‘17 
Mrs. Katherine Thomas Bradshaw ‘66 
Ms. Lori A. Brasile
Mrs. Erika Caitlin Braswell ‘15 
Mr. Richard Shea Bridges
Mr. Scott Lee Broadaway and Mrs.

Meredith Huneycutt Broadaway ‘93 
Mr. Zachary Lee Broadaway ‘17 
Mr. Jeffrey Todd Brooks and Mrs.

Maureen H. Brooks
Ms. Susan Denise Brooks
Ms. Alexis Yolanda Brown ‘92 
Ms. Joyce C. Bruce
Mrs. Mika S. Bruce
Ms. Katharine G. Bryant

Gate  
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Mr. Anthony Joseph Buchanan ‘00 
Mr. Steven E. Bulla ‘70 
Mrs. Linda Edwards Bundy ‘74 
Ms. Jan Burger
Ms. Alexis Danielle Burrell ‘15, ’16
Mr. Carlton A. Burt ‘16 
Ms. Quaishawnda Dezerai Byrd ‘14 
Ms. Courtney E. Callahan
Ms. Camile Camilla
Ms. Mary Irving Campbell
Mr. James William Canaday, Jr. ‘68 
Mr. Thomas E. Canepa ‘93 and Mrs.

Maria Fetner Canepa ‘95
Ms. Carmelita Carmem
Ms. Linda Sue Anne Carmichael ‘71 
Ms. Karen S. Carnes
Mrs. Mary Edwards Carriker ‘54
Mrs. Janis Meggs Carroll ‘58
Mr. Mickey B. Carter and Mrs. Judy B.

Carter ‘72 
Mr. R. Franklin Casey ‘61
Mr. C. Franklin Casstevens, Jr. ‘86 and

Mrs. Holly Casstevens 
Mr. Gustavo Batista Chagas ‘10
Ms. Melody P. Chamness
Ms. Deborah Ann Chandler ‘76
Ms. Buffie Lynn Chaney ‘04
Mr. Michael Edmund Chapman ‘14 
Ms. Stacey Marie Chapman ‘96 
Charles Schwab Foundation
Mr. Lynn Charlton
Mr. Mahendra Marc Chauhan ‘99 
Childress Auto Sales
Mr. Jhamie St. Patrick Chin ‘12 
Mr. Richard Joseph Christy ‘01 and Mrs.

Windy Dotson Christy ‘01
Mr. Drew Clark
Mr. James Anthony Clark ‘85 and Mrs.

Deborah Clark 
Dr. Darcy Jo Clements ‘10
Mr. Erik W. Cobb ‘11
Mr. Jonathan Michael Cofer ‘04
Ms. Abby Lauren Coleman ‘03
Ms. Madeline Lee Coley ‘15 
Mr. Davis Earl Collins ‘13
Mr. Jerry Brent Collins ‘75 
Mr. John Collins
Mrs. Julie Gura Collins ‘01
Ms. Dare Elizabeth Cook ‘02 
Ms. Julie Ann Cook ‘88 
Ms. Alison Elizabeth Cooke ‘14
Mr. Edwin Scott Cooper ‘91
Mr. Robert William Cotton ‘07
Mr. William Bradley Cox ‘91
Ms. Diana J. Coyle
Ms. Linsey Renee Cozzie ‘04 
Ms. Carolyn Diana Cromartie ‘05

Mr. George Crooker 
Mr. William Worth Croom ‘71 
Mr. Harrison Charles Crosbee ‘11
Mrs. Rhonda Moree Cross ‘78 
Mr. Henry Clay Crouse, III ‘70 
Mr. William Stevens Crow ‘70
Mrs. Valerie M. Crummett ‘99
Mr. John Randy Cubbage ‘71 
Mr. Vincent Michael Cullen ‘86 
Mr. Glenn Daniel Culp ‘60 
Mr. Adam J. Cunningham ‘11
Ms. Linda A. Dabak
Mr. Garrett Lyle Dahms ‘14
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Daise, Jr.
Mrs. Teena Brewer Davant ‘67
Ms. E. Marie Davis ‘66 
Mrs. Frances Tyson Davis ‘63
Mr. Marvin J. Davis ‘96 
Mr. Ritchie Arnold Davis ‘87 and Mrs.

Celeste McIlvaine Davis ‘85
Mr. William E. Davis and Mrs. Bette Davis 
Davis Funeral Service, Inc.
Dr. Dudley Scott Day ‘88
Ms. Madison Michelle Dazey ‘16
Ms. Bethany Ann Deal ‘16
Mr. Nicholas B. DeLangie ‘06, ‘08 and

Mrs. Heather Schlick DeLangie ‘07
Mr. Brian E. Dender ‘97 and Mrs.

Michelle Vilardo Dender ‘95 
Mrs. Jeanel Ross Dennis ‘05 
Dr. Lisa Greene DePetris ‘09
Mr. and Mrs. John M. DeSalvo
Mr. Thomas J. DeVries and Mrs. Nancy

S. DeVries
Mrs. Diane Davis Dick
Dr. Annette D. Digby
Mr. Michael G. Digh ‘94 
Mr. Dana Lee Dillon, Jr. ‘04 and Mrs.

Jennifer H. Dillon ‘05 
Dr. Melissa McCall Dinkins
Mr. Jerry H. Dixon ‘62
Mr. Larry L. Dixon ‘68 
Ms. Sally Katelyn Dixon ‘16
Ms. Sonya D. Dixon
Mr. John W. Dixson and Mrs. Maureen

Dixson
Dominion DX Group
Ms. Heather Alane Dorsett ‘97 
The Rev. Myron L. Douglas ‘77 and Mrs.

Babbs S. Douglas ‘79 
Dr. Larry E. Douglass
Mr. Jacob A. Dresden
Ms. Sarah Q. Duffy
Ms. Lillie M. Dunbar
Mr. Derek Drake Dunn ‘89
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Lee Dunning
Dr. John A. DuRant, III and Mrs. Zilphy

Hunsucker DuRant ‘66
Ms. Kristen Kaye-Marie Earwood ‘15 
Eastview Baptist Church Adult Class V
Mr. Brian Keith Edwards and Mrs. Mona

C. Edwards
Mrs. Mary Williams Edwards ‘49 
Mr. David P. Eisenhauer ‘96 
Ms. Linda Eister
Mrs. Dana Gutierrez El Yamani ‘95
Ms. Martha Jayne York Embree ‘68
Mr. Richard F. Emery
Mrs. Rebekah Bradley Engleright ‘04
Mr. Yates K. Eskridge ‘73 
Mr. Walter Dustin Etheridge ‘16 and Mrs.

Kristy Etheridge
Ms. Linda R. Faircloth
Mrs. Ashleigh E. Farmer ‘97 
Mr. Raymond A. Farmer and Mrs. Mildred

C. Farmer
Mrs. Debbie O. Farrell
Mr. Brooks David Felt ‘09 and Mrs. Erin

Felt 
Mrs. Virginia Anne B. Ferguson ‘65 
Ms. Jennifer Ferrara
Mr. and Mrs. James R. Fink
Mr. Roddey R. Fisher ‘65 
Mr. Zachary Charles Fisher ‘16
Ms. Lea Anne Flake
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar A. Fleetwood, Jr.
Mr. Eric S. Fletcher ‘80 and Mrs. Kathryn

Foskey Fletcher ‘89 
Mr. Tyrone Austin Fleurizard 
Mr. Gary L. Floyd ‘75
Mr. Robert Deleno Flynn ‘67 
Mr. Charles Luther Fogleman ‘73 
Ms. Sharon S. Foote
Ms. Carol Ford
Mrs. Heather Hovanec Ford ‘01
Mrs. Dawn Bodford Fordham ‘88
Mr. Curtis F. Foster ‘88 and Mrs. Tonya

Aderhold Foster ‘88
Ms. Deborah Bass Foster ‘69 
Mr. Logan Fowler
Mr. Adam John Fox
Mrs. Deborah L. Fox
Mr. Eric Franklin
Ms. Candace Leigh Freedle ‘14
Mr. Leslie D. Frye ‘69
Mr. Kenneth P. Funderburk and Mrs.

Janet C. Funderburk
Mr. John Justin Furr ‘99 and Mrs.

Jennifer Hunt Furr ‘05
Mrs. Margaret K. Galasso
Mr. Anthony Jack Galeano
Mr. Thomas Galgano and Mrs. Kristine

M. Galgano
Mr. Robert M. Gallagher and Mrs. Christi

Gallagher
Mr. Pasquale Gallozzi, Jr.
Ms. Leyli Garryyeva ‘17 
Ms. Connie L. Gaston
Ms. Lora D. Gibson
Ms. Theresa F. Gibson
Mr. Frank B. Gill, Jr.
Mrs. Betty Redfearn Gillespie ‘95
Mrs. Barbara T. Gips
Mr. Joseph S. Girgenti ‘15
Mr. R. Lindley Godwin and Mrs. Ann

Godwin
Mr. Ronald L. Goins ‘58 and Mrs.

Elizabeth Ratliff Goins ‘59 
Mr. Hugh Clifton Gordon, III ‘74 
Mrs. Phyllis Simpson Gordon ‘67
Ms. Valerie Rochelle Graham
Mr. David W. Grandy and Mrs. Maryellen

Grandy
Mr. Steven Stanley Grandy ‘12
Mrs. Pamela J. Keller Gray ‘65 
Ms. Brooke Ashlyn Green ‘14
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford L. Greeno
Mr. Dallas K. Greer ‘66
Mrs. Betty H. Griffin ‘80 
Mr. W. Irvin Griffin and Mrs. Diane Stegall

Griffin ‘65 
Mrs. Holly Polk Griffin
Ms. Mary Jo Griffin ‘63 
Mr. Todd A. Grisham
Ms. Mollie Ray Guffey ‘13
Mr. George W. Haigler ‘70 
Mr. Peter Allen Haley ‘09
Mr. and Mrs. James O. Hall
Mr. Thomas K. Hall and Mrs. Heather

Reynolds Hall ‘07
Mr. Calvin Fant Hamilton, Jr. ‘74 
Mr. James R. Hammett 
Mrs. Helen Cynthia Hanna ‘84 
Mrs. Ruby Hurst Hannah ‘47
Mr. Daniel Harbacevich and Mrs. Cindy

Harbacevich
Mr. Norris J. Hargett, Jr. and Mrs. Debra

Hall Hargett ‘01
Ms. Virginia K. Hargett
Mr. Erskine L. Harkey, Jr.
Ms. Margaret Elizabeth Harnett ‘08
Mr. Howard Vance Harrell, IV ‘11
Mr. Robert Banks Harrelson ‘74 
Mr. Johnny F. Harrington
Dr. John Brock Harris and Dr. Kira Brice

Harris
Ms. Laura Watts Harris ‘92 
Mrs. Peggy Little Harris ‘53 
Dr. Christopher J. Harrist
Ms. Susan N. Harsany
Mr. Holmes P. Haselden ‘61 
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Mr. and Mrs. Joseph K. Haseman
Mr. Larry Joe Hauser ‘69
Mr. Charles Lee Hawley ‘71 
Mr. David S. Hawsey
Dr. Jessica Penson Haynes ‘09
Ms. Jessica M. Head
Ms. Hilary Megan Heath ‘14
Ms. Haley Brooke Hedrick 
Mr. George L. Hege ‘69 
Ms. Monica Denise Hege ‘13
Dr. Andrew Dillon Helms ‘15 and Mrs.

Kaitlyn Osborn Helms ‘15
Mr. David E. Helms ‘67 and Mrs. Susan P.

Helms ‘80
Mr. Dillon Lane Helms and Mrs. Janet

Fowler Helms ‘73
Mr. Gary B. Helms ‘57 
Ms. Miranda Leigh Helms ‘09, ‘12
Ms. Randi Cox Helms
Mrs. Wilba Alexander Helms ‘54 
Mr. Robert Dartland Hemrick ‘77 
Mr. Masoy M. Henry
Mr. Christopher Scott Henson ‘94 
Mr. Albert Hernandez ‘91
Mrs. Morgan Rosser Hess ‘91
Mrs. Mary Wallace Hewlett
Mr. Cody Steven Hicks 
Mr. M. Kelly Hicks ‘85 
Mrs. Jessica Nicole Hill ‘03
Ms. Teresa Shelton Hill ‘80 
Mrs. Betty Pressley Hinson ‘65 
Dr. Robert W. Hinson ‘69
Ms. Sarah Frances Hitch ‘13
Mr. Ernest D. Hobbs, II ‘67 
Mr. Roland S. Hockenbery, Jr.
Dr. Caroline Marie Hoefferle ‘04
Mr. Paul E. Hoffman ‘94 
Mrs. Martha Greene Hogan ‘47 
Mr. Ryan A. Hoilman
Mr. John Gabriel Hollingsworth and Mrs.

Christina Kinlaw Hollingsworth ‘14
Mrs. Amanda M. Holly-Horton ‘97, ‘00
Mrs. Mona Binkley Holmes ‘71
Ms. Susan Houchins
Mrs. Martha Tucker House ‘59
Mr. Michael Stephen Hovis ‘14
Mr. George Bennett Howard and Mrs.

Gail B. Howard
Mr. Seth Thomas Howell ‘06 and Mrs.

Veronica Acosta Howell ‘06
Mrs. Jena Koester Hudson ‘11
Mrs. Carolyn M. Huffman
Mr.  Dennis Myers Huggins ‘75
Mr. Charles Franklin Hughes, Jr. ‘71
Ms. Mary Craig Hundley
Mr. Ronald J. Huneycutt ‘67 and Mrs.

Christina B. Huneycutt

Mrs. Cynthia Ramsay Huntley ‘86
Mrs. Stacy Knight Hutchison ‘08
Mr. Donald R. Hyatt ‘66 and Mrs. Pat

Hyatt
Ms. Melissa Hyatt
Mr. William Franklin Irby ‘99 and Mrs.

Dayna Alford Irby ‘00
Mr. Gibbs C. Ives
Mr. Eric S. Jackson and Mrs. Amy

Kessler Jackson ‘06
Mr. Braden Alexander Jackson ‘12, ‘13
Mrs. Jeanine O. Jackson
Ms. Wilma Sue Jackson ‘67 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles J. James
Mrs. Myrna Joy James ‘86 
Mr. Rudy A. Jarrell, Jr. and Mrs. Carolyn

J. Jarrell
Mrs. Sylvia Fesperman Jeans ‘64 
The Rev. Jeffrey W. Johnsen ‘91 and Mrs.

Kristina T. Johnsen 
Ms. Claudia L. Johnson
Mr. Gavin Scott Johnson ‘16
The Rev. and Mrs. H. Michael Johnson
Ms. Anne Byrd Jones ‘68 
Mr. Jerry Paul Jones
Mr. Jimmy Vachel Jones ‘64 
Mrs. Martha Smith Jones ‘68 
Mrs. Patricia Strong Jones ‘77 
Mr. Robert L. Jones, Sr. ‘66 
Mr. Billy Ray Jordan, Jr. ‘85 
Ms. Kimberly L. Josephs
Ms. Claire L. Kane
Ms. Julia Kane
Mr. Matthew J. Kane and Mrs. Claire

Kane
Ms. Caroline R. Kannel
Ms. Pamela Elizabeth Kass ‘15
Dr. Melanie G. Keel
Mr. William Clyde Keels ‘63 
Mr. Thomas M. Kelly
Mr. Patrick Kerwick
Mr. David Scott Kessler ‘93 and Mrs.

Gloria Kessler
Mr. Gregory Norman Keziah ‘07, ’10 and

Mrs. Abby Coffey Keziah ‘12
Ms. Kim T. Kindred
Ms. Cari E. King
Mr. John Timothy King ‘69 
Mr. Brandon Louis Kirouac ‘96 
Mr. Charles E. Kiser, Jr. ‘74 
Ms. Kristen Ann Kliemisch ‘13 
Mr. Jonathan Daniel Klish ‘04
Mr. Samuel Leland Knapp ‘15 
Mrs. Kirsten Agnew Knight ‘99 
Mr. Kevin P. Knott
Mrs. Amie Nance Koporc ‘90
Mr. Keith Michael Kraemer ‘00 

Mr. Scott H. Kress and Mrs. Diane H.
Kress

Mr. Eric Luke Kucia ‘96
Ms. Charla L. Kurtz
Mr. Ezra Phillip Kuz-Dworzak ‘12
Mr. Alec LaFontaine ‘09 and Mrs. Abigail

Meggison LaFontaine ‘09
Mrs. Aurelia Wilson Lagle ‘88
Mrs. Colleen Kelly Laich 
Mr. Preston Lane
Mr. and Mrs. John Langley
Mr. John M. Langley
Ms. Briana Hope Laskey ‘08
Mrs. Carolyn Sue Derrer Laughran ‘68 
Mr. John M. Lavender and Mrs. Marjorie

J. Lavender
Mrs. Linda Tibbetts Layton ‘82 
Mrs. Kristina Merritt Lazicki ‘07
Mr. Bruce S. League
Ms. Gail M. Leaird
Mr. Travis Ian LeFlore ‘14
Mr. James Houston Leigh ‘62
Ms. Barbara P. Lemay
Mrs. Susan B. Lenfest
Ms. Alexys Nicole Lewis ‘16
Lexel Imaging Systems, Inc.
Ms. Amanda Jean Lightbody ‘15 
Mr. William F. Lindrose
Mr. Thomas P. Linn and Mrs. Julie Medlin

Linn ‘85 
Mrs. Lynn Little Littell ‘71 
Mr. Andrew Little
Mr. J. Larry Loftis ‘62 
Mr. Kevin John Logan ‘15
Mr. William Luzzi IV
Ms. JeSean Mack ‘03 
Ms. Sarah Lloyd Mackintosh, M.S. ‘09
Mr. Gerald A. Macon ‘67 
Mr. and Mrs. William Franklin Macy, Jr.
Mr. Michael D. Madden ‘64 
Ms. Patricia Evans Maddox ‘49 
Mr. Hillary Kiprop Maiyo ‘12
Ms. Margaret Ellen Malone ‘12, ‘14
Mr. Michael T. Malone and Mrs. Ellen M.

Malone
Ms. Lacey Paige Maners ‘14 
Mrs. Betty Davis Manus
Mr. Fred G. Marks and Mrs. Sue D. Marks
Mr. Waymon Marlowe and Mrs. Beverly

B. Marlowe
Mr. Malcom Marsh and Mrs. Shelia G.

Marsh
Marshville Rock Store BBQ
Mr. Fincher L. Martin and Mrs. Lynetta M.

Martin
Mrs. Jeanette McDonald Marzen ‘58 
Mr. Philip J. Mascia and Mrs. Dawn P.

Mascia
Mr. Donald Ray Mathis ‘66 
Mr. Gregory Mathis
Mr. Kevin Dale Matthews and Mrs.

Claudia Farmer Matthews ‘85 
Mr. Richard N. Mauldin, Jr. ‘77 
Mr. Terry Webster Mauney ‘63 
Ms. Geniene Patrice May ‘04 
Mrs. Marty Burton McCarn ‘78
Mr. Robert Mike McCarn ‘64 
Ms. Sherrie Privette McCaskill 
Mrs. Janet Brown McClure ‘86 
Ms. Cathryn McCollom
Mr. Michael R. McDuffie ‘74 
Mr. Scott A. McGahey
Mr. and Mrs. Andrea L. McGee
Mr. Travis Benjamin McGuirt ‘12
Mr. W. Franklin McGuirt ‘66 and Mrs.

Jenny Ratliff McGuirt ‘85 
Mr. Kevin P. McHugh
Mr. John McKenzie
Mr. and Mrs. Mark McKenzie
Mr. G. Mark McLamb and Mrs. Janice M.

McLamb
Mrs. Suzanne Butler McLean ‘68 
Mr. Adolphus Alexander McLeod, Jr. ‘64 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred McMonagle
Mr. Andrew Mead and Mrs. Natalie Biles

Mead ‘04, ‘08
Mr. Isaac Christian Meadows and Mrs.

Nina Z. Meadows
Ms. Gail M. Meek ‘74
Ms. Jodi Meer
Ms. Jamie Arlegui Mendoza ‘16
Dr. Lauren A. Merkle
Mrs. Barbara Price Messer ‘85 
Ms. Patricia Meyers-Wilkens
Mr. Robert B. Mickelson
Mr. Greg Milian
Mrs. Kathryn Read Miller ‘78 
Mr. Stephen Robert Miller and Mrs.

Nicole Laura Miller ‘08
Mrs. Mary-Anne Jones Mimier ‘11
Mr. Louie Anthony Mitcham ‘03 and Mrs.

Kimberly Edwards Mitcham ‘02
Dr. David T. Mitchell and Dr. Brooke

McLaughlin Mitchell 
Mrs. Gayle Johnson Mitchell ‘69 
Dr. Douglas W. Mize ‘92 
Mr. Kenneth Malcolm Montgomery ‘86 
Ms. Paulette Manuel Moon ‘72 
Mr. Garry Steve Moore ‘74 and Mrs.

Donna Moore 
Ms. Kristen Talbot Moore ‘01, ’07
Mr. Norman Ray Moore ‘64 
Mrs. Helene Moran 
Ms. Rebecca Ashley Mordas ‘13
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Mr. Judge W. Morgan, Jr. ‘63 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald B. Morris
Ms. Katelyn Elizabeth Mower ‘09, ‘11
Ms. Aloka B. Mukherjee
Mrs. Jo Price Mullis ‘54 
Ms. Molly Lynn Mullis ‘14
Mr. David Craig Mundy ‘99
Mr. Benjamin Lee Murphy ‘11 and Mrs.

Anna Carol Rogers Murphy ‘11
Ms. Erin Marie Murphy ‘16 
Mr. Timothy Ralpheal Myers II 
Mr. Ernie W. Nance
Dr. Carolyn J. Nave
Dr. Amie Naylor
Mr. Larry Edward Needham ‘73 
Mr. Tom Neff
Mrs. Virginia Ruth Davis Newton ‘66
Mr. David L. Nichols and Mrs. Katherine

MacCallum Nichols ‘00
Mrs. Kyla Lea Nobles ‘97 
Ms. Sherry Ann Norris
Ms. Linda Lou Vinson Norwood ‘10
Ms. Emily Marie Nosek ‘16 
Mr. Jack E. Nunn ‘82 and Mrs. Donna

Yelton Nunn ‘82 
Mr. Robert H. Nunnenkamp ‘69 
Ms. Megan McPhail Oakes ‘07
Ms. Emily Nicole Odio-Sutton ‘10
Ms. Elizabeth Laich O’Leary
Ms. Caline McHenry Olmsted ‘14 
Ms. Maria Olson
Mr. Jose Ramon Ortega and Ms. Maria

Lopez
Ms. Beverly R. Osborn
Mrs. Yolanda B. Osborn ‘04 
Ms. Kayla Elise Osterhus ‘14
Ms. Hannah Paige Overcash 
Mr. Durward W. Owen and Mrs. Connie

Owen
Mr. Thomas R. Palasits and Mrs. Denise

E. Palasits
Mr. Walter J. Palasits and Mrs. Maria C.

Palasits
Ms. Alexandra Paliyenko
Pann Enterprises, LLC
Ms. Shannon Darlene Parham
Mr. David A. Parker, Sr.
Ms. Wanda Hoyle Pate ‘76 

Mr. and Mrs. Paresh C. Patel
Mr. Donald L. Patrick
Mr. Jeffery L. Patterson ‘90
Mr. Joe Louis Patterson, Jr. ‘99 
Mr. Matthew Ray Patterson ‘92 
Ms. Miranda Paul ‘15
Dr. A. Sue Pauley and Mr. Larry Edward

Pauley
Ms. Marianne Elizabeth Pavlot ‘02 
Mr. Curtis Peace
Mr. Harvey Raine Pearman, III ‘75 
Ms. Jennifer D. Pearson ‘14
Mrs. Debra Price Pennell ‘71 
Mrs. Lynn Cox Perkins ‘85 
The Rev. Catherine Elizabeth Perry ‘05
Ms. Jeannie Gaye Perry
Ms. Hallie Allyn Pettigrew ‘09
Pharmacists Mutual Insurance Company
Mr. M. Glenn Phipps and Mrs. Linda M.

Phipps
Mr. Michael Piazza
Mrs. Penny Harkey Pierce ‘73 
Mrs. Bonnie T. Polk
Ms. Erin Overaker Polt ‘05

Mr. Joseph T. Pondolfino
Mr. Thomas William Poole ‘12
Mrs. Jane Pearson Pope ‘70 
Ms. Madeline Sophia Pope
Mr. William M. Potter, Jr. ‘79 
Mr. Wesner Prepetit and Mrs. Chantal M.

Prepetit
Mr. Ikie N. Presson ‘55 
Mr. Donald H. Price ‘57 
Mrs. Jeanette Davis Price ‘01 
Mrs. Tanya Kennington Price ‘96
Ms. Carol L. Prior
Mr. John M. Priselac
Ms. Meagan Priselac
Prop Shop of Wilmington
Mrs. Jennifer Purser
Mr. Colon M. Putnam, Jr. ‘64 
Mr. and Mrs. Terry E. Quinn
Mr. William E. Racavich, Sr. and Mrs.

Anne Racavich
Mr. R. Lee Ragsdale, Jr. and Mrs. Lisa

Ragsdale
Ms. Marilyn Ralph
Mr. William J. Ralph and Mrs. Rebekah
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Moody Ralph ‘08 
Mr. William J. Rand and Mrs. Diane J.

Rand 
Ms. Marjo Edwina Rankin ‘80
Mr. James Rasberry
The Rev. Terry G. Ray ‘97 
Chaplain Joel Gardner Rayfield ‘71 
Ms. Jane M. Raymond
Mrs. Patricia D. Redcay ‘93 
Mrs. Ann Joyce Reed ‘85 
Ms. Dollie Reed-Boling
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel L. Reese
Mrs. Hilda Loflin Reid ‘70 
Ms. Stephanie Lynn Reinshuttle ‘04
Mr. Thomas R. Remmey ‘68 
Mr. Thomas A. Rescigno and Mrs. Julie

A. Rescigno
Mr. Michael P. Reynolds
Mr. George Bennett Rhinehardt, III ‘65 
Ms. Antoinette Rhodie

Mr. Ronnie Z. Richards and Mrs. Therese
P. Richards

Mr. Benjamin Scott Richardson ‘06, ‘10
and Mrs. Ashley Kreis Richardson ‘05

Mr. Brandon Michael Richardson ‘04 and
Mrs. Brittany Kolat Richardson ‘07, ’09

Mrs. Jane Canipe Ricketts ‘83 
Ms. Wendy McCollum Ricketts 
Ms. Lani D.S. Ries
Mr. Ellis James Riley
Mr. Piero Gianfaldoni Riva ‘11
The Rev. Phillip Brice Rivenbark ‘83 
Mrs. Candace Whyte Roach ‘66 
Dr. O. Ray Roach ‘66 
Mrs. Diane Ruth Robb
Mr. Dave Robert
Ms. Kristine A. Roberts
Ms. Audrey Lynn Robinette ‘13
Mr. Ernest G. Robinson ‘65
Ms. Margaret F. Roche

Mr. Chris Rodenkirchen and Mrs. Donna
Lawson Rodenkirchen ‘90

Mr. Dan W. Rogers ‘95 
Mr. Timmy Rogers ‘14
Ms. Helen M. Roose
Mr. Charles Thomas Ross ‘61 and Mrs.

Anne S. Ross
Ms. Macie L. Ross
Mr. Donald Claude Rudisill ‘66
Mr. Bryan L. Rudolph
Mr. Jonathan Douglas Rumley ‘11
Mr. Mitchell Bryant Sailors ‘89 
Mrs. Laura Funari Salter ‘05
Mr. Dominick Sampogna
Ms. Theresa Schaeffer
Mr. Eugene H. Schlaman and Mrs. Freda

Barnhardt Schlaman ‘66 
Mr. Thomas L. Schlick and Mrs. Kathryn

A. Schlick
Mr. Richard A. Schubert ‘64 

Mr. A. Duane Schwartz
Ms. Valerie McMullen Secker
Mr. Jason M. Seinkner
Ms. Lisa Johnson Sharp
Mr. Christopher L. Sharpe and Mrs.

Kristen E. Sharpe
Mrs. April Hoyle Shauf ‘89
Mr. Joseph L. Shaw ‘70 
Mr. David Shook and Mrs. Laura Shook
Ms. Brandy Kirby Shott
Mr. James L. Shoup and Mrs. Elizabeth

Charlotte Shoup
Mrs. Sheila Kelly Sikes ‘86
Mr. Samuel Justin Silliman ‘04 and Mrs.

Meredith Johnson Silliman ‘04
Ms. Sandra Jones Simmons ‘85 
Mr. Wilbert J. Simmons, Jr. ‘65 and Mrs.

Martha Sparrow Simmons ‘66
Mrs. Anne Boykin Simpson ‘54 
Ms. Carol J. Simpson
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Mr. Samuel Eugene Sims ‘57
Mr. Stephen R. Sizemore and Mrs.

Meredith C. Sizemore
Mr. and Mrs. Daryl Slaviero
Mr. David R. Sloan and Mrs. Phyllis

Williams Sloan ‘63 
Small Bros Tire Company, Inc.
Mrs. Jeannemarie Smiroldo
Mr. Andrew Wayne Smith ‘13
Ms. Carol C. Smith
Mr. Chase DeWitt Smith ‘12
Mr. Donald Wayne Smith ‘12, ‘15
Mrs. Evelyn B. Smith ‘62 
Dr. James F. Smith
Ms. Karen Elizabeth Smith
Ms. Kirsten E. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. Snipes, Jr.
Ms. Tiffany J. Sochurek ‘07
Mr. Chandler D. Solomon
Mr. Samuel T. Spencer ‘92, ‘96 and Mrs.

Jennifer White Spencer
Dr. Christi A. Sporl
Ms. Edith Turk Stanfield ‘63 
Mr. Derwin Curtis Starnes ‘85 
Mrs. Linda E. Stedje-Larsen ‘94 
Mrs. Wendy McManus Steen ‘83 
Mr. Blair Davis Stegall ‘06
Mr. Don Calvin Stegall ‘78 
Stegall Smoked Turkey, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Don L. Steigel
Mr. Arnold D. Stephens
Mr. William R. Stevenson ‘62 
Ms. Celeste April Stewart ‘16 
Ms. Kathleen Stockdale
Mr. John Edward Stockett ‘84 
Mr. Joseph C. Stoffregen
Mr. Alvin Dixon Stokes ‘71 
Mr. Kevin Sullivan and Mrs. Garnett Ann

Sullivan
Mr. Robert Sullivan and Mrs. Allison Joy

Sullivan
Mr. Lerinzo W. Sutcliffe, III ‘88
Mr. Gary R. Swaringen ‘65 
Ms. Jessica Lee Swaringen ‘14
Ms. Misty Siobhan Tate ‘05, ‘10
Ms. Maria Thomas Taylor
Mrs. Tammy Taylor-Musoke ‘93 
Ms. Hannah M. Teague
Dr. Misty L. Thillen, D.D.S.
Mr. E. Lanny Thomas ‘68 
Mr. Andrew Gunar Thompson
Ms. Ann B. Thompson
Ms. Lisa Thompson
Mr. Stephen Taylor Thompson and Mrs.

Taylor Hodges Thompson ‘02 
Ms. Erin K. Thorne ‘15 
Mr. Ryan Griffin Thys ‘08 and Mrs.

Rebecca Kochany Thys ‘06, ‘10
Ms. Lesego Tlhoaele-Lidge
Mr. Richard O. Tompsen ‘66 
Dr. Nancy E. Torres
Ms. Sarah Luise Towner ‘17 
Mr. Peter Mark Trask ‘12, ‘16
Mr. Jonathan Andrew Traylor ‘03
Mr. Bill Lee Traywick ‘57 
Ms. Debra S. Treece
Mr. J. Randolph Triece ‘69 
Ms. Lauren R. Troche
Mr. John T. Trombello and Mrs. Susan S.

Trombello
Ms. Nickie V. Tsintzos
Mr. Larry T. Tucker ‘63 
Ms. Elizabeth K. Underwood
Mr. Shaun Keith Utterson ‘16 
Ms. Abigail Lois Valenta 
Mr. Robert Michael Vandeweghe ‘68 

Ms. Madison Taylor Vanhoy ‘15 
Mr. James P. Vaughan and Mrs. Virginia

Vaughan
Verizon Foundation
Ms. Katherine Elizabeth Voelker ‘14
Ms. Kirby Elizabeth VonEgidy
Mrs. Jenny Lee Donathan Walden ‘12
Ms. Kayla Elizabeth Walker ‘11
Mr. Raenord B. Walker ‘54 
Ms. Jennifer Annemarie Wall ‘05
Mr. Robert Zackary Wallace ‘11 and Mrs.

Emma Schuman Wallace ‘11
Mr. Stephen Karl Walsh ‘04
Mr. L. Eugene Walter and Mrs. Joyce

Sherrill Walter ‘70 
Mrs. Ann Griffin Walters ‘91
Ms. Linda P. Walton
Mr. David Dockery Ward ‘70 
Mr. Russell T. Waters
Mr. Sherrill E. Watkins ‘63 
Mr. Michael Lee Watson ‘08 and Mrs.

Kristen Newman Watson ‘07
Wayne Covington Attorney at Law
Mr. Thomas Heath Weatherford ‘11 and

Mrs. Megan Wood Weatherford ‘11
Ms. Julie H. Weatherley
The Rev. Jimmy Dale Weaver ‘87 and

Mrs. Tammy Honeycutt Weaver ‘83 
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley W. Weiseman
Mr. Robert Weston Welch ‘85 
Ms. Dorothy Sullivan Welling ‘68
Ms. Betty S. Weycker
Mr. Alvin L. Wharton and Mrs. Jennifer

Wharton
Mr. Charles Thomas Wheeler, III ‘70 
Ms. Holly Burns Whitehead ‘03
Mrs. Frances Troutman Whitener ‘59 
Ms. Abigail R. Whitley ‘15

Ms. Cameron Hope Whitley ‘10
Ms. Rebecca Ann Whitley ‘72 
Mr. Robert M. Whitley ‘63 
Mr. Stephen Cornell Whitley ‘11
Mr. Joseph Thomas Whitlow ‘70
Ms. Holly Lynne Whittle ‘09
Ms. Meaghan Lynn Wiater ‘14 
Mrs. Claudette Croxon Wiese ‘72 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick G. Williams, Jr.
Ms. Kellen Gallagher Williams ‘14
Mrs. Luanne Burleson Williams ‘87 
Mrs. Nadine Primm Williams ‘85 
Mr. Rodney Williams
Dr. Debra Williams Sherrill ‘96 
Mr. Steven B. Williamson
Ms. Elizabeth Anne Willis ‘12
Ms. Candace Krenning Wilson ‘88
Dr. Jennifer A. Wilson
Dr. Krista Renner Wilson
Mr. Lynn Wood Wilson ‘61 
Mr. J. Kevin Winchester ‘95 
Ms. Kennisa Richele Wingate
Mr. Dennis Ray Wise ‘73 and Mrs. Donna

R. Wise
Mrs. Elizabeth Davis Wisniewski ‘87
Ms. Marguerita Hanley Wissinger ‘66 
Mr. Jimmy Wood 
Dr. Joseph Andrew Woods
Ms. Salli Parker Worth
Ms. Allison Elaine Wray ‘13
Mr. William Thomas Young ‘96 and Mrs.

Sonya Little Young ‘95
Mr. Cletus W. Yow, III ‘95 
YUM Frog, LLC
Zach Jackson Law

*Donors who have passed away 
since June 1, 2016. 
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