
2017



Enjoy benefits such as:
* Heightened company pride

* Public relations & marketing advantages

* Employee feedback report

Experience Powerful Results:
* Reduce turnover

* Higher customer satisfaction

* More successful recruiting

In 
Partnership 

With: 

Calling all  
Super 
Companies

Why 
Participate?

Registration is now 
open for the 2018  
Best Places to Work 
in NJ program.
List making companies will be 
honored at an awards ceremony 
on April 25, 2018, & will be featured 
in a special publication to NJBIZ.

To register visit  
bestplacestoworknj.com
Registration Deadline:  
Friday, Nov. 17, 2017
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LETTER FROM THE PUBLISHER

Dear Readers:

There are many ways to measure a business. 

But when NJBIZ set out to rank some of the 
best businesses in New Jersey for our first-ever 
Reader Rankings, we decided to use only one: 
reader input.

The publication of the 2017 Reader Rankings 
by NJBIZ is our way of recognizing the regard 
our readers have for the businesses in their 
communities. What makes the companies 
listed here distinct is the devotion they inspire 
among our region’s business leaders.

From education and agriculture to health 
care and technology, the business landscape 
in New Jersey is exceptionally diverse. In 
assembling the survey these results are based 
on, we knew listing the top contenders in 
each category — including college/university, 
patent, business incubator, airport, winery, 
cybersecurity firm, performing arts center and 
more — could not adequately capture it. But 
the survey did capture something.

The response by our readers was tremendous. 
Thousands submitted answers to the survey 
asking which companies should be ranked 
among the top three in their respective 
specialty. And that is what we present to you 
here: the best venture capital firms, the best 
research centers, the best physician groups 
and beyond, according to NJBIZ readers.

As a publication, we have a measurement 
of our own: the volume of responses we 
received from readers to our survey. We hope 
future editions also inspire such a passionate 
response, so NJBIZ can continue its goal of 
recognizing all the ways in which businesses 
form the unique identity of New Jersey.
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Best Commercial BankBest Commercial Bank
1.	 TD Bank N.A.

2.	 Bank of America

3.	 PNC Bank

Best Credit UnionBest Credit Union
1.	 Affinity Federal Credit Union

2.	 Greater Alliance Federal Credit Union

3.	 Credit Union of New Jersey

Best Economic Development Best Economic Development 
Authority LenderAuthority Lender

1.	 TD Bank N.A.

2.	 Wells Fargo Bank N.A.

3.	 Bank of America

Best Mortgage Banker and BrokerBest Mortgage Banker and Broker
1.	 Quicken Loans Inc.

2.	 Weichert Financial Services

3.	 Finance of America Mortgage LLC

Best Savings Bank/AssociationBest Savings Bank/Association
1.	 Investors Bank

2.	 Provident Bank

3.	 Columbia Bank

Best Small Business Best Small Business 
Administration LenderAdministration Lender

1.	 TD Bank N.A.

2.	 JP Morgan Chase & Co.

3.	 Wells Fargo Bank N.A.

Best Venture Capital FirmBest Venture Capital Firm
1.	 Johnson & Johnson Innovation — JJDC Inc.

2.	 Edison Partners

3.	 Ridgewood Capital

Banking and Finance

If so, then promote your 
coverage with a 

NJBIZ REPRINT

Have you or your company
been featured in NJBIZ?

MARCH 7, 2016    www.njbiz.com

BY ANDREW SHELDON

Chris Smith worked in communications 
for health care companies around New 
York City for 15 years. 

In 2006, he got the revelation that sparks 
so many entrepreneurs: There’s a better 
way to do things.

With that in mind, he founded Smith-
Solve as a mobile technology that he 
hopes will revolutionize the way people in 
health care communicate.

“You have a new media environment 
and a lot of communication needs, where 
a lot of information is shared very open-
ly across different audiences, whether it’s 
industry, policymakers, patients, advo-
cates or hospitals,” he said. “So, what we 
specialize in is delivering a message that 
everyone can understand and explains 
how sciences and medicines are helping 
patients.”

The company’s mission, as Smith tells 
it, is to help biomedical and pharmaceu-
tical companies “tell their story” by devel-
oping messages through videos, websites, 
infographics and other multimedia plat-
forms and delivering that to patients.

But the drive for Smith and his team ex-
tend beyond a business’s mission statement.

“There’s a business goal, but there’s also 
a really important mission of helping peo-
ple, and I think that’s what is the common 
thread through everything we do,” he said. 
“It’s what motivates our talent.”

One aspect of its business that touches 
on this drive is the work it does in the realm 
of rare diseases, which Smith says is a great 
model for what he calls “relationship-based 
communication.”

“You’re dealing with very small numbers 
of people that are highly motivated to con-
nect, learn and support each other,” he said. 

While conferences for diseases such 
as blood pressure attract researchers in 
tens of thousands, rare diseases do not get 
near that amount of attention.

“You go to a rare disease conference and 
you may have 100 people, if you’re lucky, 
that might include researchers, policy-
makers, patients, advocates, industry, gov-
ernment and every other aspect of it from 

the science, sup-
portive care and in-
formation,” he said. 
“They’re all in it to-
gether and they’re 
all connecting.

“There’s a great 
exchange of con-
tent and informa-
tion regarding rare diseases, more so than 
other areas. That teaches us how to make 
the messages clear and involve the right 
people in the right conversations to move 
people toward health.”

Working with clients that include PTC 
Therapeutics, Ophthotech and Jazz Pharma-
ceauticals, Smith says that’s the real mission.

“The goal is informing people so they 
can make smart decisions about their 
health,” he said. “It all comes down to that.”

In an industry as complex and personal 
as health care, communicating those is-

Modern solutions for age-old problem in health care

Reprinted with permission from NJBIZ. Copyright © 2016. All rights reserved.

The rarest calendar day
Feb. 29 is the rarest day of the calendar year. It’s only fi tting, then, that it’s also 
Rare Diseases Day.

For Chris Smith, who founded the medical commu-
nications fi rm SmithSolve in 2006, it’s an opportu-
nity to use his particular set of skills to deliver health 
care-related messages.

“With rare diseases, there’s often a lack of information, 
research or fi nding the right physicians,” he said. “We 
help make these connections and give information.”

“With rare diseases, there’s often a lack of information, “With rare diseases, there’s often a lack of information, 

Biz in brief
COMPANY: SmithSolve

FOUNDER: Chris Smith

FOUNDED: 2006

HEADQUARTERS: Morristown

ONE LAST THING: The company 
works across the nation and even 
internationally, but Smith says he 
fi nds business around the world to 
refl ect the same issues: “Because 
what we do is getting at the essence 
of the story, it’s universal,” he said.

 Chris Smith, left, president and CEO, and Dan Kurpick, account coordinator, SmithSolve. AARON HOUSTON

SmithSolve feels its mobile 
platform can spur communication

Choose between a hard copy reprint or an e-print 
(electronic pdf) and market your company and 
services in a unique and cost effective way!

Reprints can be used for: 
• promotional packets
• trade shows
• formal presentations
• email campaigns
• valuable web content

For more information, contact Lisa 
Arnold at 717-236-4300 ext 242 or email 
LisaA@JournalMultimedia.com

For more information, contact  
Lisa Arnold at 717-323-5213 or 
email LArnold@BridgeTowerMedia.com



We’re
thankful for
your votes.
And your business.
To all of our valued Customers, 
thank you.

  TD Bank, N.A. 

BEST COMMERCIAL BANK

BEST ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
AUTHORITY LENDER

BEST SMALL BUSINESS  
ADMINISTRATION LENDER

838295.1-LM-C-NJ17-QB30959_BizReadingRanking_10.125x13.5_4C.indd   1 9/7/17   12:17 PM
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Education

Best Accounting Degree ProgramBest Accounting Degree Program
1.	 Rutgers University-New Brunswick

2.	 Seton Hall University

3.	 Montclair State University

Best College/UniversityBest College/University
1.	 Rutgers University-New Brunswick

2.	 Princeton University

3.	 Seton Hall University

Best MBA ProgramBest MBA Program
1.	 Rutgers University-Newark

2.	 Seton Hall University

3.	 Centenary University (tie)

3.	 Montclair State University (tie)

Best NJ PatentBest NJ Patent
1. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

2. Google Inc.

3. Verizon Communications Inc.

Employment

Best Labor UnionBest Labor Union
1.	 Teachers AFL-CIO State Federation

2.	 Building and Construction Trades Deptment AFL-CIO Building & 
Construction Trades Council

3.	 Longshoremens Association AFL-CIO

Are you on

T H E  L I S T ?
#GetOnTheList in 2017!

®

Lists@NJBIZ.com

www.NJBIZ.com/Lists

@NJBIZLists



October 24, 2017 
The Palace at Somerset Park, Somerset, NJ

FoodBizNJ will feature tastings from New Jersey food and beverage entrepreneurs 
as well as information sessions including speakers and panel discussions relevant 

to food and beverage producers, restaurants and food retailers.

Register today at www.njbiz.com/events
Sponsorship and Marketplace Exhibitor Information:  

Contact Damon Riccio at 732-246-5715.

Setting the Table for Growth

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

SPONSORED BY:
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Health Care

Best Cardiac Care Best Cardiac Care 
SystemSystem

1.	 Valley Health System

2.	 Atlantic Health

3.	 RWJBarnabas Health

Best Cardiac Care Best Cardiac Care 
HospitalHospital

1.	 Valley Hospital

2.	 Morristown Medical Center

3.	 Hackensack University Medical Center

Best Health Insurance Best Health Insurance 
ProviderProvider

1.	 Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield 

of New Jersey

2.	 CIGNA HealthCare of New Jersey

3.	 Aetna Inc.

Best Life Science Best Life Science 
CompanyCompany

1.	 Johnson & Johnson

2.	 Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

3.	 Merck & Co. Inc.

Best HospitalBest Hospital
1.	 Valley Hospital

2.	 Morristown Medical Center

3.	 Hackensack University Medical Center

Best Hospital GroupBest Hospital Group
1.	 Valley Health System

2.	 RWJBarnabas Health

3.	 Atlantic Health

Best Physician GroupBest Physician Group
1.	 Valley Medical Group

2.	 Summit Medical Group

3.	 Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson 
Medical Group

Best Research CenterBest Research Center
1. Valley Health System

2. Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

3. Princeton University Employment

Proud to Be Ranked at the

TOP OF THE CLASS
Valley Health System is proud to have been recognized by NJBIZ for our overall care, 

the quality of our skilled and talented physicians, our heart care services and our dedication to research. 
Every day we do all we can to make sure we deliver best-in-class healthcare ... 

and we thank you for recognizing our e�orts.

www.ValleyHealth.com
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Philanthropy and Corporate Development

Best Business and Professional Best Business and Professional 
AssociationAssociation

1.	 New Jersey Business & Industry Association

2.	 NAIOP New Jersey

3.	 Medical Society of New Jersey

Best Business IncubatorBest Business Incubator
1.	 NJIT/NJII Enterprise Development Center

2.	 Rutgers EcoComplex, “Alternative Energy Innovation Center”

3.	 Business Development Center (tie)

3.	 WCCC Small Business Growth Center (tie)

Best Corporate FoundationBest Corporate Foundation
1.	 Horizon Foundation for New Jersey

2.	 PSEG Foundation

3.	 Merck Foundation (tie)

3.	 The Prudential Foundation (tie)

Best Nonprofit OrganizationBest Nonprofit Organization
1.	 Community FoodBank of New Jersey

2.	 Liberty Science Center

3.	 Paper Mill Playhouse

Build Your Business at New Jersey’s Largest 
Technology and Life Sciences Incubator 

Space for your company is available now 
at the Enterprise Development Center
Accelerate your growth and benefit from:
 ■ Affordable facilities – offices and laboratories
 ■ Comprehensive and objective business advisory services
 ■ Angel forums and other financing events
 ■ Access to university resources and students 
 ■ Assistance in marketing products/services to 
  all levels of government

Located in University Heights Science Park convenient to 
New Jersey’s largest transportation hub.

Visit njit-edc.org or call 973-643-4063
211 Warren Street, Newark, NJ 07103

BEST BUSINESS INCUBATOR



Congratulations to the 2017 
CFO of the Year Finalists!

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION - 
LARGE

Don Holford, Preferred Behavioral  
Health Group of New Jersey

David Hughes, Shore Medical Center

Mary Kelly, The Arc of Union County, Inc.

Tamour Kousha, New Jersey  
Community Development Corporation

Kathleen Powers, The Matheny School  
& Hospital, Inc.

Veronica Zeichner, Hudson County  
Community College

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION - 
SMALL

Michael Andreas, Jweish Vocational  
Service of MetroWest

Samuel Frisby, YMCA of Trenton

John Garton, Habitat for Humanity of Burlington  
County & Greater Trenton-Princeton, Inc.

Tony Gizzi, Girl Scouts of Central & Southern NJ

Dina O’Keefe, Morris County Chamber of Commerce

Lois Penn, Child Care Connection

PRIVATE COMPANY WITH  
REVENUES OVER $50MM

Lorraine Azzinaro|, Aspire Technology Partners, LLC

Bill Fahrbach, Workwave

Steve Grabell, NFI

Anthony Gulotta, SKIDATA, Inc

Allen Lane, Solix, Inc.

Adam Raiken, MetLife Stadium

Andrew Wood, J. Fletcher Creamer & Son, Inc.

PRIVATE COMPANY WITH  
REVENUES UP TO $50MM
Richard Aguinaldo, TrialScope, Inc.

Gary Finkel, TenFour

John Keane, Jr., Sunnyside Manor, Inc.

Chris Mavros, Case Real Estate Capital LLC 

Paul Shust, Pro-Tech Energy Solutions LLC

Dolores Woodington, Take Flight Learning

PUBLIC COMPANY
Jeffrey J. Carfora, Peapack-Gladstone Bank

Glenn Coleman, Integra LifeSciences

Mark Guinan, Quest Diagnostics

David Pearson, Vonage

RISING STAR
Robert Capko, Middlesex Water Company

Justin D’Onofrio, Platform Specialists

Milind Patel, Parker Ibrahim & Berg LLC

Major Sponsors:

Registration now Open!

PRESENTING 
SPONSOR:

Join us for the 2017 CFO of the Year  
awards breakfast reception...

When: Tuesday, October 10TH  
Time: 8:00AM - 10:30AM  

Where: The Palace at Somerset
The winners in each category will be announced live at the ceremony!

To reserve your seats or upgrade to a corporate table of 12,  
please visit njbiz.com/events

For more information please email Anna Acquaviva  
at aacquaviva@njbiz.com or call (732) 246-5716. 

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!  
Please call (732) 246-5729 for more information.

RSVP DEADLINE TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3RD  
Seats cannot be gauraunteed asfter RSVP deadline  
and are subject to rate increase after 10/3/2017.
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Professional Services

Best Accounting FirmBest Accounting Firm
1.	 WithumSmith+Brown P.C.

2.	 Ernst & Young LLP

3.	 EisnerAmper LLP

Best Cybersecurity CompanyBest Cybersecurity Company
1.	 Strikeforce Technologies

2.	 Business Machine Technologies Inc.

3.	 Trinity Worldwide Technologies LLC

Best Engineering FirmBest Engineering Firm
1.	 Langan Engineering and Environmental Services Inc.

2.	 Boswell Engineering

3.	 Maser Consulting P.A.

Best Law FirmBest Law Firm
1.	 Gibbons P.C.

2.	 Fox Rothschild LLP

3.	 Wilentz, Goldman & Spitzer P.A.

Best Lobbying FirmBest Lobbying Firm
1.	 Gibbons P.C.

2.	 Princeton Public Affairs Group

3.	 HealthCare Institute of New Jersey (tie)

3.	 Public Strategies Impact LLC (tie)

New Jersey: 
The home of life sciences innovation...

Discovering the cures and treatments of tomorrow.
Creating economic growth and jobs.
Improving health around the world.

120 Albany Street • Tower Two • Suite 350  
New Brunswick, NJ 08901

732.729.9619  •  www.hinj.org

BEST LOBBYING FIRM

Thank you, NJBIZ readers, for voting 
Langan the #1 Engineering and 

Environmental firm in New Jersey.
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Real Estate

Best Architectural FirmBest Architectural Firm
1.	 Gensler

2.	 LAN Associates

3.	 KSS Architects

Best CommercialBest Commercial  
Property ManagementProperty Management

1.	 Mack-Cali Realty Corp.

2.	 Advance Realty

3.	 JLL

Best Commercial Real Best Commercial Real 
Estate BrokerageEstate Brokerage

1.	 Cushman & Wakefield

2.	 JLL

3.	 Weichert Commercial Brokerage Inc.

Best Commercial Real Best Commercial Real 
Estate DeveloperEstate Developer

1.	 Mack-Cali Realty Corp.

2.	 Prism Capital Partners LLC

3.	 Advance Realty

Best Construction Best Construction 
Management FirmManagement Firm

1.	 Torcon Inc.

2.	 Hollister Construction Services 

3.	 Turner Construction Co.

Best Office BuildingBest Office Building
1.	 Prudential Tower

2.	 Goldman Sachs

3.	 Two Gateway

Best Residential Best Residential 
Property ManagementProperty Management

1.	 Advance Realty

2.	 SJP Properties

3.	 Morgan Properties

CUSHMAN & WAKEFIELD IS PROUD TO BE NAMED

BEST COMMERCIAL
REAL ESTATE BROKERAGE FIRM

IN NEW JERSEY BY NJBIZ READER RANKINGS

cushmanwakefi eld.com

EAST RUTHERFORD
One Meadowlands Plaza, 7th Floor
East Rutherford, NJ 07073
201 935 4000

ISELIN
99 Wood Avenue South, 8th Floor
Iselin, NJ 08830
732 623 4700

MORRISTOWN
1150 Headquarters Plaza, West Tower
Morristown, NJ 07960
973 993 1200

To learn more, contact:
Andrew Judd
Managing Principal, 
New Jersey Market Leader
andrew.judd@cushwake.com
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Sustainability

Best Environmental FirmBest Environmental Firm
1.	 Langan Engineering and Environmental Services Inc.

2.	 Boswell Engineering

3.	 Creamer Environmental Inc. (tie)

3.	 Mott MacDonald (tie)

3.	 T & M Associates (tie)

Best Recycling and Waste Best Recycling and Waste 
Management CompanyManagement Company

1.	 Clean Earth Inc.

2.	 Bayshore Family of Cos.

3.	 Evergreen Recycling Solutions

Best Utility and Energy ProviderBest Utility and Energy Provider
1.	 Public Service Electric & Gas

2.	 Jersey Central Power & Light

3.	 SUEZ

Call T&M today for environmental solutions you can depend on.

TANDMASSOCIATES.COM  |  844.614.4117 

Thanks to all our clients
and the NJBIZ subscribers
who voted for T&M as one of the 
Top Environmental Firms in 
New Jersey!

AIR QUALITY

GIS

GRANTS & 
FUNDING

HEALTH & SAFETY

INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE

PERMITTING

SITE INVESTIGATION

SOLID WASTE

WATER RESOURCES

REGULATORY 
COMPLIANCE

REMEDIATION

SITE ASSESSMENTS

advancere.com
BEST COMMERCIAL  

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

BEST COMMERCIAL  
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPER

R E I M A G I N I N G  |  R E A L  E S TAT E



We have the energy to make things better
[  ... for you, for our communities and for our future.   ]

www.pseg.com

We make things work for you.

PSEG now – and always – committed to New Jersey.

So proud to be recognized by NJBIZ’s readers as:

WINNER – Best Utility and Energy Provider
TOP 3 – Best Corporate Foundation
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Manufacturers

Best Food ManufacturerBest Food Manufacturer
1.	 Mars Chocolate North America

2.	 Goya Foods Inc.

3.	 Pinnacle Foods Corp.

Best Manufacturing CompanyBest Manufacturing Company
1.	 Sharp Electronics Corp.

2.	 Linde North America

3.	 Crestron Electronics Inc.

Business

Best Family-Owned BusinessBest Family-Owned Business
1.	 Goya Foods Inc.

2.	 Inserra Supermarkets Inc.

3.	 QuickChek Corp.

Best Minority-Owned BusinessBest Minority-Owned Business
1.	 Ferreira Construction Co. Inc.

2.	 Gateway Group One

3.	 The Davis Group

Best Veteran-Owned BusinessBest Veteran-Owned Business
1.	 Gaslight Brewery

2.	 PetAgree Pet Sitter LLC

3.	 Spin Doctor Laundromat

Best Women-Owned BusinessBest Women-Owned Business
1.	 The Olde Mill Inn

2.	 The Atlantic Club

3.	 Bayshore Family of Cos. (tie)

3.	 SHI International Corp. (tie)

Travel, Hospitality and 
Entertainment

Best AirportBest Airport
1.	 Newark Liberty International Airport

2.	 Trenton-Mercer Airport

3.	 Atlantic City International Airport

Best BreweryBest Brewery
1.	 Flying Fish Brewing

2.	 Triumph Brewing Company of Princeton

3.	 Trap Rock Restaurant & Brewery

Best PerformingBest Performing  
Arts CenterArts Center

1.	 New Jersey Performing Arts Center

2.	 Prudential Center

3.	 Mayo Performing Arts Center

Best HotelBest Hotel
1.	 Borgata Hotel Casino & Spa

2.	 Hilton Woodcliff Lake

3.	 The Heldrich Hotel

Best MuseumBest Museum
1.	 Liberty Science Center

2.	 The Newark Museum

3.	 Grounds For Sculpture

Best Tourist AttractionBest Tourist Attraction
1.	 Cape May Whale Watcher

2.	 Bergen County Zoological Park

3.	 Casino Pier & Breakwater Beach

Best WineryBest Winery
1.	 Four Sisters Winery

2.	 Hopewell Valley Vineyards

3.	 Tomasello Winery


