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Anchored by
homegrown
businesses with
international reach ...

Fueled with the
innovation of two
research universities
and a burgeoning tech
community ...

Enlightened by
community-led
initiatives for
holistic growth and
work-life balance ...

A vibrant, Southern
city with a progressive
vibe, Tallahassee

is poised for a
renaissance 25 years
in the making.

By Heidi Tyline King
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Capital Cascades m
Crossing Bridge
and Trail

City of

In 1989, residents of Florida’s capital city approved a penny
sales tax to fund roads and address public safety needs. Mindful —
and wary — of the explosive population growth of Central and South
Florida, Tallahassee’s community leaders, through an initiative
called “Blueprint 2000,” vowed to make strategic investments in
infrastructure that would sustainably support their growing city.

here were obviousneedsonthe

list, like completing Capital
Circle and dealing with stormwater
issues,” says Tallahassee City Com-
missioner Nancy Miller, “but we also
looked at things like water quality,
business parks, natural areas and pre-
serving our green canopy.’ Cascades
Park, which opened in 2014, was a sig-
nature landmark funded by the early
sales tax.

That same year, 65% of voters again
approved a 20-year extension of the
salestax. “Actually seeing the projects
funded created abond with the com-
munity,” says Miller. “They had some-
thing to show for the money spent”

This time around, the Blueprint
2020 plan is more comprehensive.
Eighteen citizens appointed by city
and county commissions, with input
from thousands of Tallahasseeans,
identified several projects to con-
tinue infrastructure improvements
but also contribute to the economic
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vitality and quality of life in the city.
“Our goal was not so much to have
a signature project as it was to make
sure we are preparing the greater
county and community for the
change that is going to take effect
over the next 20 years,” says Steve
Evans, a retired IBM executive who
chaired the Blueprint 2020 commit-
tee. “We looked at everything from
water quality to roads to quality of

life issues like bike systems and side-
walks. We also looked at infrastruc-
ture from all sides of Tallahassee and
how we can enhance our city’s sense
of place. And throughout the process,
our entire committee recognized the
seriousness of our work — we were
planning for the long-term growth
and sustainability of Tallahassee-
Leon County.

(continued on page 6)

“All the key

ingredients that we
need have been here.
But they have never
been so well aligned as
I see them right now”

— Ben Pingree, Planning, Land
Management and Community
Enhancement Department
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Leon County’s median age is 11.3 years
younger than the statewide median.

After 100 public meetings over two-and-a-half years, the Blueprint
2020 committee finalized recommendations to include:

- Improve and expand local roads.
+ Reduce traffic congestion.

» Build new sidewalks to local schools, commercial areas and

recreational amenities.

- Implement “sense of place” projects throughout Leon County.

» Reduce neighborhood flooding.

- Expand green spaces, parks and natural areas.

« Create and promote jobs in the community.

Projects will be coordinated by PLACE, the joint city/county Plan-
ning, Land Management and Community Enhancement department

headed by Ben Pingree.

Specifically, 12% of the funding — roughly $90 million — is
earmarked for economic vitality. “Vitality is different from develop-
ment,” explains Evans. “When you embrace a community’s existing
businesses, talents and assets, and then identify ways to help these
grow and thrive, you are focused on vitality. But if you do it right,
economic development is a natural outcome.”

“Tallahassee and
Leon County have

a great foundation
for economic growth
that has yielded some
significant recent
successes.”

— Al Latimer, OEV

Latimer in the Lead

Al Latimer, a 25-year
career veteran in
state-level econom-
ic development and
former NFL player,
was named direc-
tor of the Office of
» Economic Vital-
L ity (OEV) in Octo-
AlLatimer ber 2016. Latimer is
charged with over-
seeing implementation of the area’s
long-term strategic plan.

“We have great assets, unified leader-
ship, excellent talent development and
private sector partnerships, a focus
on research commercialization and
entrepreneurship, and a strong busi-
ness climate,” Latimer says. “I relish the
opportunity to promote and position
Tallahassee and Leon County for sus-
tained job creation, economic growth
and enhanced quality of life”

S50 million Connecting and completing sidewalks
throughout Tallahassee-Leon County

S22 million Midtown improvements

in Projects - $15million Bicycle system linking communities in

on the Leon County and beyond

Drawj_ng $12 million Redevelopment of North Florida Fairgrounds

Board - $9.4million Market District improvements

S7 million Improvements on South Monroe Street (SoMo)
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Getting

When it comes to
getting around,
Tallahasseeans like to
brag about what they
don’t have: mainly
heavy traffic and long
commutes. Capital
Circle loops around the
city while I-10 connects
the western and eastern
sides. StarMetro, the
city’s award-winning
bus service, is efficient,
and K-12 studentsride
for free. Improved and
protected bike lanes
throughout the city and
county have increased
the number of biking
commuters.
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egionally, Tallahassee-Leon

County is anticipating the re-
turn of Amtrak in the next four
years, thanks to a bill passed by
Congress last year to study the po-
tential of resuming service to sta-
tions east of New Orleans, including
Tallahassee.

Likewise, major changes have oc-
curred in the past two years in air
transportation services. One of the
highlights has been terminal and
runway improvements that mark a
new era in aviation with Tallahas-
see International Airport —the em-
phasis on “international”

Having the international desig-
nation “started the conversation to
design and build an international
arrival facility at the airport,” says
Chris Curry, aviation director. It also
allows the airport to pursue the es-
tablishment of a foreign trade zone,
where companies that locate here
have the ability to fly in parts and
raw materials without paying im-
port taxes until their products are
manufactured and sold.

“As we observe growth in the
Latin American market, future trade
potential with Cuba and expansion
ofthe Panama Canal, Tallahassee is
well-positioned to take advantage
of those opportunities,” says Curry.

5.5 miles of protected bike lanes
connect downtown, Cascades Park,
FSU, FAMU and Stadium Trail.

“With more than 800 acres of land
for development and easy access
to I-10, the international designa-
tion and foreign trade zone provide
additional tools to attract major
business to the area”

Currently, 9.5 million pounds
of air freight are transported from
Tallahassee each year, more than
any other airport in the region.

(continued on page 10)
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Tallahassee-Leon County is located like a hub in the center of a wheel,
with New Orleans, Atlanta, Jacksonville and Orlando as the spokes. It

is only a couple of hours from deep sea

ports via I-10 and CSX rail, making

it fast and convenient to move products and people in and out of the area.
And because Tallahassee is situated in the northwest part of the state, the
city is also a gateway to the rest of Florida.
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At just 20 minutes, average commute time in
Tallahassee is 22% lower than the state average.
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Anincrease in flights is another
goal and one crucial to economic
growth. For years, business and
government leaders have been
cognizant that efficient, inexpen-
sive and diverse air traffic is im-
perative in attracting new business
and keeping existing businesses
linked regionally and globally.

Current efforts are focused on
complementing existing air traf-
fic with air carrier incentives de-
signed to assist airlines in adding
new non-stop destinations and in-
creasing frequency. In the works is
aplan to bring JetBlue to the area,

9.5 million pounds

of air freight are

transported from

Tallahassee each

year, more than

any other airport
in the region.

opening a direct route from Talla-
hassee to Fort Lauderdale.

“Reliable and affordable trans-
portationis essential to the attrac-
tion and growth of business,” says
Curry. “The ‘GetBlue’ campaign
was a creative approach to get
business partners and residents
involved in the air service devel-
opment process.”

Finally, as part of the 20-year
plan, the city is considering mak-
ing the airport a transportation
hub, linking air, local and inter-
city bus services and a potential
rail connection.

Curry onDeck

Chris
Curry

Visionary leadership and
smart management of ex-
tensive renovations led to
the Florida Department
of Transportation naming
Tallahassee International’s
Chris Curry the 2016 Avia-
tion Professional of the Year.

The award is given to
an aviation professional
who has made major
contributions in the areas

of technological research or advancement,
airport management, construction/
maintenance and design, air safety, aviation
legislation and Florida’s aviation business.

“My staff and I have worked hard to guide the
airport through a period of resurgence and
growth,” Curry says. “We are proud of the ac-
complishments we have made, and we will
continue to work to improve the quality of
air travel for our community and the state

of Florida”
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Reflecting on 25 years
in Tallahassee at the intersection
of business and government

We are committed to Florida, to our clients and

the local businesses we work with every day.
As we celebrate, we want to say “Thank You.”

We could not have done it without you.

FLORIDA ROOTS,
GLOBAL REACH.
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IN THE CAPITAL CITY

n any given day in Florida’s capital city,

businesses across all industries are searching
for talented people to join their teams. At the
same time, career seekers are searching for
opportunities to use their skills and experience.
CareerSource Capital Region connects these
businesses and people in Gadsden, Leon, and
Wakulla counties.

“We understand the needs of local
businesses and hiring managers
who are short on time and money
to hire the talent they need,” said
CareerSource Capital Region
Senior Director Kara Palmer Smith.
“We help them find and keep

the right people in the right jobs,
whether they are recruiting for
one position or one hundred.”

Kara Palmer Smith and her team assist businesses
like Capital City Bank, which employs about 20
veterans among its more than 850 employees.
Capital City Bank has focused on hiring veterans
at all position levels for many years. They were
recognized for this commitment last year by
CareerSource Capital Region as a Preferred
Veteran Employer.

Fuel Systems
assee, Fla.

“Veterans have a number of qualities we admire
and appreciate, including their discipline and

an ability to adapt to change,” said Pamela Gay,
Senior Vice President of Human Resources Risk
Management for Capital City Bank. “It's something
we really value, particularly in the banking industry,
which is so quickly changing and evolving.”

As many veterans reach retirement, the bank has
turned to CareerSource Capital Region to help
identify other veterans whose skills and career
goals make them an ideal fit.

The solutions available through CareerSource
Capital Region are a tremendous resource for
businesses of all sizes. From customized employee
training to hiring fairs and specialized recruitment
events, CareerSource Capital Region meets
business needs one solution at a time.



CareerSource Capital Region also assists
businesses outside Florida. For example, Systems
& Methods Inc. (SMI) has a location in Tallahassee
but is headquartered in Georgia. The company
administers management and disbursement
solutions for state service agencies.

“It can be a daunting task hiring for a large project
without having feet on the ground in the local
area,” said Liza Lulay, VP of Human Resources for
SMI. “CareerSource Capital Region has allowed
us to free up time and energy and save dollars by
acting as an extension of our HR department.”

Syntech Fuel Systems, a Tallahassee-based fuel
management and security company, turned to
CareerSource Capital Region to help find talent
for hard-to-fill positions such as engineering,
manufacturing, and assembly.

“The partnership we have with CareerSource
Capital Region is so valuable,” said Colene Rogers,
Talent Acquisition Manager at Syntech Fuel
Systems. “We know that they are always willing to
jump in and help!”

CareerSource Capital Region is not alone in its
mission to connect employers with qualified,
skilled talent and Floridians with employment
and career development opportunities to achieve
economic prosperity. It shares this vision with 23
other workforce development boards within the
CareerSource Florida network.

BARBETTE PANNITTERI
QA Technician Il
Syntech Fuel Systems
Tallahassee, Fla.

The CareerSource Florida network provides
businesses with an integrated suite of services
called FloridaFlex. FloridaFlex offers businesses in
Florida, or relocating to Florida, recruiting, hiring,
and training resources to help businesses like
Capital City Bank, SMI, and Syntech Fuel Systems
compete and grow.

HELPING BUSINESSES LIKE YOURS EVERY DAY

During the 2015-2016 fiscal year, CareerSource
Capital Region helped 1,229 businesses find
17,483 solutions for recruiting, hiring and training
needs and provided assistance to more than
21,797 career seekers.

‘ CareerSource

; ‘ CAPITAL REGION  AmericanjobCenter
network

A proud partner of

careersourcecapitalregion.com

(850) 413-0315 - ches@careersourcecapitalregion.com

A‘ FLORIDA

CareerSource Florida is an equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and services are
available upon request to individuals with disabilities. Disponible in Espafiol.

‘ CareerSource

F‘ FLORIDA
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| Ed Mansouri

As a graduate student at Florida State University in 1999,
Ed Mansouri developed software to assist him in teaching
his classes. When it worked better than expected, he surmised
that his software might benefit other organizations.

d Mansouriwasright. He turned

that software, Ucompass.com,
into one of the nation’s most respect-
ed learning management systems,
serving more than 3 million students
and supporting large-scale organi-
zations like Florida Virtual School
and the American Public University
System.

Even as Ucompass.com expanded
throughout the nation, Mansouri
never once considered moving his
wildly successful company from
Tallahassee.

“Why would I?” he asks. “There
are a lot of things about Tallahassee
that are appealing. It’s a good place
to raise a family and run a business.

I have access to world-class re-
search.Iam in awe of the area’s
physical beauty, which feedsme
creatively. And there are somany
amazing people here thatit’'sim-
possible not to be energized by
all the cutting-edge things tak-
ing place”

Inspired by his surroundings
and the innovators who call
Tallahassee home, Mansouri
launched a startup in 2014, this
time combining his passions
for education and meteorology.
WeatherSTEM designs com-
prehensive weather stations
powered by live data and then
installed in schools, golf courses

Population 287,671
Labor Force 148,346

Fast Facts
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Employment 140,973

and other weather-dependent
facilities around the country.

“Again, being in a city with
strong research and educational
resources has been extremely
helpful in starting thisnew busi-
ness,” says Mansouri.

Mansouri’s storyisthe story of
business and economic vitality
created and nurtured in Talla-
hassee-Leon County. It’s a story
of collaboration, an incredibly
trained work force and access
to world-class research through
cooperative and eager academic
partners — all complemented by
an exceptional quality of life.

As Gray Swoope, president
and CEO of VisionFirst Advisors,
observed as he guided the city
through the recently released
economic development strate-
gicplan, “Consider the resources
needed to build a dynamic com-
munity from scratch: a research
university, competitive jobs to
retain talent and a high quality
of life. Guess what? They're all
here in Tallahassee”

SPONSORED SECTION



Danfoss Turbocor came to town in 2007 to take advantage of
FSU’s world-class research institute.

Poised for Progress

The foundation for a strong eco-
nomic future was laid in 1989 with
the approval of the penny sales tax,
but also with exciting projects like the
1989 creation of the Florida State Uni-
versity College of Motion Picture Arts
andthe 1994 opening of FSU’s National
High Magnetic Field Laboratory, the
only one of its kind in the U.S.

The FSU Film School quickly
grew into one of the world’s best film
schools, leveraging private-public
partnerships and bolstering Tallahas-
see’s standing as a creative economy.
Students have won more than 700
awards, prizes and featured screenings
atnational and international festivals
including the Cannes Film Festival.

The National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory has done the same in the
scientific community. More than 1,400
scientists and engineers from around
the world conduct research at the Mag
Lab, which has resulted in 54 patents
and other products.

And now, a real gamechanger is in
the works for the region’s business
landscape. Late in 2015, the family of
the late Jim Moran and the Jim Moran
Foundation pledged $100 million to
Florida State University — the largest
gift in the school’s history — to create
a school of entrepreneurship. This
complements the existing Jim Moran

SPONSORED SECTION

Institute for Global Entrepreneurship
at FSU, which cultivates, trains and in-
spires entrepreneurial leaders through
world-class executive education, ap-
plied training, public recognition and
leading-edge research. It’s only a mat-
ter of time before Tallahassee reaps
the benefits of cutting-edge entrepre-
neurial programs.

Sense of Place

In 2004, the wheels of revitalization
rolled forward when NAI TALCOR’s
president and founder, Ed Murray, pur-
chased the former Rhodes Furniture
building in Midtown, transforming a
tired street of strip malls into a desir-
able destination for dining, leisure and
business.

“With those projects, the focus
changed to millennial-oriented in-
dustries,” says Tony Carvajal, executive
vice president of the Florida Chamber
Foundation. “The rest has been built
around it — the Gaines Street invest-
ments and Cascades Park, but there
are also new developments that have
grown organically like the Midtown
project. Together, these signify a shift,
with people making investments to
stay here. Most importantly, they have
contributed to Tallahassee’s sense of
place — thisis their place”

Shaping Tallahassee’s identity, its
sense of place, and then getting buy-

Leon County’s
Major Employers

PRIVATE SECTOR

Company Employees
Publix Super Markets 3,439
Tallahassee Memorial 3,190
HealthCare
Walmart Stores 217
Capital Regional 1,151
Medical Center
ACS, a Xerox Company 700
Capital City Bank Group 532
St. Marks Powder, a Gen- 452
eral Dynamics Company
Capital Health Plan 425
Apalachee Center 400
Westminster Oaks 379
University Center Club 300
Big Bend Hospice 300
CenturyLink 278
The Florida Bar 250
General Dynamics 250
Lands System
Tallahassee Primary Care 244
Associates
Danfoss Turbocor 200
Dale Earnhardt Jr. 200
Chevrolet
Capital Healthcare 200
Center

PUBLIC SECTOR
Organization Employees
State of Florida 22,612
Florida State University 12,512
Leon County Schools 4,550
City of Tallahassee 2,736
Leon County 1,919
Florida A&M University 1,759
Tallahassee 1,631
Community College

Source: Tallahassee-Leon County Office of
Economic Vitality
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The Edison at Cascades

Park is an example of how

Tallahassee reimagined an

abandoned structure as

a thriving restaurant and
entertainment venue.

in from the community is actually the
mission of the Knight Creative Commu-
nities Institute and its executive direc-
tor, Betsy Couch. Ideally, implementing
community-imagined ideas is sup-
posed to attract and retain members
of the creative class, which economist
Richard Florida points to as a primary
economic driver in thriving cities. The
goal isto make those communities eco-
nomically stable.

That’s exactly the outcome with the
Gaines Street revitalization project,
which reimagined a tired, warehouse-
lined corridor through extensive col-
laboration between the city of Tal-
lahassee, Leon County, community
advocates and various agencies. The
$27.7 million for road construction,
property acquisition and development
incentives, complemented by $11 mil-
lion from the Community Redevel-
opment Agency, has seen a return of
$195.8 millioninprivateinvestmentand
a $150-million post-development tax-

able value. One of the largest projectsto
redefine Tallahassee’s identity, Gaines
Street raised the bar for infrastructure
improvements.

“Implementing projectsthat enhance
asense of place increases economic vi-
tality in the region,” says Couch.

Reimagining Tallahassee

Doing the hard work of creating a
strategic plan with stakeholders from
all segments of the community helped
leaders understand that creating jobs
and retaining the area’s unique natural
beauty go hand in hand.

The overwhelming success of Cas-
cades Park embodies this type of
holistic planning. Named the 2015
Public Works Project of the Year by the
American Public Works Association,
the 24-acre urban park repurposed an
abandoned, contaminated industrial
site. Visitors see a beautiful recreation
and entertainment venue.

The Edison Restaurant, an upscale

“Tallahassee is where
innovation meets
opportunity ... businesses
have limitless potential
for growth, while residents
enjoy a high quality of life.”
— Ricardo Fernandez, Tallahassee
City Manager

TALLAHASSEE AND LEON COUNTY / REIMAGINING THE FUTURE

eatery,islocated in the renovated power
plant on the property. There are walk-
ing trails, a playground and an amphi-
theater that hosts national artists. But
underneath its attractive offerings, the
park serves as an extensive flood control
and management system — a necessity
in case of flash floods.

“For along time Tallahassee has had
resources and amenities that have been
the envy of other communities, and we
have worked hard the last few years to
finally pull the rope in the same direc-
tion,” says Mayor Andrew Gillum. “We
are now in a place to realize the fruits of
this collaborative labor and are seeing
our economic vitality and quality of life
rise to unprecedented levels”

Subsequently, there are strict envi-
ronmental and planning codes to pro-
tect natural resources like green spaces,
canopied roads and water quality. City
and county government entities are in-
strumental in leading the drive for sus-
tainability with projects like financing
through Property Assessed Clean En-
ergy programs and the solar panel farm
underway at Tallahassee International
Airport.

With intentional building in mind,
city leaders have focused on infill
building and controlling urban sprawl
as away to preserve green spaces, a plan
that hasbeen so effective that Tallahas-
see wasnamed the top city inthe nation
for promoting compact growth between
2000 and 2010, far exceeding the next
city on the list, Washington, D.C.

(continued on page 18)
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Says Vincent S.Long, Leon Coun-
ty administrator, “With our unique
combination of unparalleled natu-
ral beauty and unmatched human
capital, we believe we are well
poised to be the place of choice for
creativity and innovation.”

There is also consensus that do-
ing business in Tallahassee should
be easy. Quick permitting and short
commute times are obvious bene-
fits, but the city and county went a
step farther with opportunities for
economic incentives and repealing
the business license tax.

“Our community is open for busi-
ness and ready for growth,” says Ed
Murray, who spearheaded the Mid-
town Revival. “The only barriers to
our potential for economic growth
in Tallahassee are the limits we
place on ourselves. Repealing the
business license tax enhances our
business-strong story”

The savings support business
growth, employee investments and
even community giving, notes Sue
Dick, president of the Greater Talla-
hassee Chamber of Commerce. “In
business, every dollar counts. We
believe that letting our businesses
keep as much of their hard-earned
money as possible is good for eco-
nomic growth.”

Training and Retaining Talent
Of all the proverbial carrots that
Tallahassee and Leon County can
dangle in front of prospective busi-
nesses, nothingisas enticing asthe
diverse, well-trained talent pool.
“Not all communities are built the
same,” says Chris Hart, Florida sec-
retary of commerce and president
and CEO of Enterprise Florida. “Tal-
lahassee hasreally strong talent as-
setsbecause of its youthful popula-
tion and premier universities.”

Businesses have access to tal-
ent with skill sets that allow them
to step in and immediately make
a difference. If recent graduates
choose to stay and build a career
here, they often find they can do so
faster in Tallahassee.

“In a big city, there are a thou-
sand people doing the same thing.
You can stay here, find your niche
and make a difference — and make

Businesses in Tallahassee enjoy benefits

from city initiatives and services, including ...

Low cost municipal services

Lower taxes and no city business tax

Lowest small business electric utility rates

in Florida

T-day money-back guaranteed permitting process
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One of the
area’s oldest banks,
Capital City Bank
Group has a history
of investing in
local business, and
many others are
also catalystsin
financing the area’s
future.

it faster. Plus, there are only two de-
grees of separation between you and
getting something done,” says Audra
Pittman, executive director for the
Council on Culture & Arts, who is
constantly looking for ways to link
artists, business and technology into
economically feasible partnerships.

The Tipping Point

Tallahassee hasreached its tipping
point. The talentishere. Entrepreneu-
rism is taking flight. New infrastruc-
ture has spawned the type of cultural
and family venues that keep families
and young professionals here. Tem-
perate weather and natural beauty
provide a beautiful backdrop for
daily life. Even Tallahassee’slocation,
where the mega-regions of Florida,
the Gulf Coast and the Piedmont-At-
lantic area intersect creates unique
opportunities for future business.

Medical providers are expanding
programs and physical space to ac-
commodate the need for exceptional
healthcare.

“Tallahassee is unlikely other
community in Florida: highly edu-
cated and much younger than other
Florida cities. Our industries are intel-
lectually based; there aren’t too many
smokestacks,” says Mark O'Bryant,
president and CEO of Tallahassee
Memorial HealthCare. “And we have
world-class health care”

There is a trend of people going
where they want to live and then
creating the jobs they want. With the
key components in place, it’'s not an
either-or decision between quality
of jobs and quality of life. Tallahas-
see offers both.

(continued on page 20)
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preeminent

Florida State
University:
Designated a
preeminent
research
university by the
Florida Legislature

adjective pre:em-inent \-nant\: having paramount rank,
dignity, or importance: outstanding, supreme

7

RAISE THE TORCH

The CAMPAIGN for FLORIDA STATE

|

Strategically investing
private funds in the
transformative power of
public higher education.
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New construction on

Gaines Street near the

FSU campus features

restaurants and shops

at street level with

modern apartment
living above.

One of the area’s oldest banks, Cap-
ital City Bank Group has a history of
investing in local business, and many
others are also catalysts in financing
the area’s future.

“We do business from Pensacola to
Key West and in all the major urban
areas, and we do plenty of business
in Tallahassee,” says Todd Kocourek,
president and CEO of Florida First
Capital Finance Corporation, a Tal-
lahassee-based bank that ranked at
the top of the list for Small Business
Administration loan production in
Florida in 2016.

Additionally, the Florida Angel Nex-
us opened its second chapter in Tal-
lahassee based on the city’s industry
cluster and affiliation with talent.

The Opportunities Ahead

So what are the next steps? For one,
doing a better job of touting all that
Tallahassee has to offer.

attitudes

capital wi
to enhanc

A few years ago, the mayor of
Charleston came down to advise com-
munity leaders on growing innovation.
“He said, ‘When we look at your com-
munity, we see beautiful people on
bikes, the live oak canopies and trees,
but there isnothing telling the outside
world — or the people who live here —
about the innovation, vitality and tal-
ent located in Tallahassee,” recounts
Steve Evans, retired IBM executive and
chair of the Blueprint 2020 commit-
tee.“We've worked hard to remedy this
with partnerships and organizations
built across different segments of our
community. Creating the Office of Eco-
nomic Vitality was ahuge move in the
right direction.”

Even so, while most of Tallahassee
enjoys the results of positive growth
that comes from infrastructure in-
vestment, there remains opportunity
to help a significant portion of the
community rise up. The United Way

“In Leon County, our

and amenities

have made us a place of
choice where talented people
want to live. Our ability to
retain and attract human

11 not only continue
e the quality of life

in our community, it will play
a key role in our continued

economic

competitiveness.”

— Vincent S. Long, Leon County

Administrator
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of the Big Bend launched an Income
Council, and area businesses joined
together to explore how best to offer a
hand up to those wanting to become
independent.

“Collaborating with other orga-
nizations like CareerSource Capital
Region can help ensure positive out-
comes that break the cycle of poverty
and save taxpayer money,” says Tim
Center, CEO of the Capital Area Com-
munity Action Agency, which offers
a research-based program, Getting
Ahead/Staying Ahead complete with
mentors and case managers.

Initiatives like the Income Council
and protecting Tallahassee’s natural
assets are part of keeping an integra-
tive focus on the entire community,
not just its various parts.

“Sixty-five percent of the people
who responded to a community sur-
vey see our challenge as balancing
economic development with qual-
ity of life — a very amorphous term,
I know,” says Wendy Grey of Wendy
Grey Land Use Planning, who was
intimately involved with the Gaines
Street corridor project. “There is a
strong sense that our trees and green
spaces are important; we don't want
to be a strip mall community. This is
important work — but it can be done,
and done well”

Curious about
the Office of Economic
Vitality’s Strategic
Plan?

Find it here:
www.OEV{orBusiness.org

SPONSORED SECTION


http://www.OEVforBusiness.org

Effectuating Change
Throughout Florida Since 1979

N ow approaching forty years of service to clients, Hopping Green & Sams has
guided Florida’s policymakers through many of the State’'s most complex
regulatory challenges. We pride ourselves on mastering the substance of each
issue, coupled with strategic reliance upon our decades of government relationships,
to steer client problems to a solution.

Hopping Green & Sams

State Governmental Affairs

119 South Monroe Street - Suite 300 - Tallahassee, FL 32301 - Toll Free: 877.222.7598 « hgslaw.com
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A Changing

While the seat of state
government is concentrated
in downtown Tallahassee, a
renewed focus on urban infill

and bringing businesses back
has reenergized the area.

Over the past few years, construction cranes have
become a common sight throughout downtown Tallahassee.

n the drawing board are eight

new hotels, including Hamp-
ton Inn & Suites, Tru Hotel by Hilton,
Drury Inn & Suites and Holiday Inn
Apalachee Parkway. Additionally, the
DoubleTree by Hilton in downtown just
finished an $8-million makeover, including
anew topper that modernizes Tallahassee’s
skyline. These will expand Tallahassee’s of-
ferings of accommodations and meeting
space and reflect investor confidence in
the area’s growing tourism industry.

All Saints Distilling Co. is renovating a
1940 Coca-Cola bottling plant in the his-
toric All Saints district to establish the
city’s first distillery of gin and vodka.

Bannerman Crossings is a multi-phase,
mixed-use complex serving Tallahassee’s
affluent northeastern communities. It in-
cludes local restaurants, boutique shops,

DoubleTree
Hotel

New Leaf Market, a Tallahassee favorite for
locally sourced and organic foods, and an out-
door pavilion for live entertainment. Some of
these are in operation; more are confirmed
to come. Future phases will target additional
commercial space and residential areas.

Residential Building Steady

Meanwhile, the overall level of residential
building permits for new construction in
Leon County has remained steady over the
last three years. There were 535 permits is-
sued for new single-family homesin 2015, the
highest level since 2008, but still below the
historical annual average of 1,249 new single-
family construction permits issued per year
since 1970.

Multifamily new construction permits
included the Eclipse on Madison, Stadium
Center Block C and CollegeTown Phase 2.

Personality Plus: Tallahassee’s Downtown Districts

College Town Piggyback-
ing on the impressive Gaines
Street redevelopment, Col-
lege Town is super-close to
the FSU stadium and features
shopping and entertainment
as well as urban housing for
college students and young
professionals.

All Saints Tucked between
Railroad Square and Gaines

Street, the hip area is known
for its cool eateries and
unique pubs.

Cascades Park History, art,
geography and the great out-
doors converge at Cascades
Park. The newest of Tallahas-
see’s hangouts, the 24-acre
park has 2.3 miles of biking
and walking trails, an outdoor
amphitheater, landscaped
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green space and ponds, and
an outdoor museum.

Governor’s Walk When im-
provements are made, Gov-
ernor’s Walk will connect
midtown from the Governor’s
Mansion tothe Florida Capitol
—inessence, creating a walk-
able stretch that the governor
could conceivably take each
morning to work. Historic

mansions, iconic businesses
and the city’s chicest condos
and boutique hotels are lo-
cated in this area.

Capitol Hill Celebrating
Tallahassee’s Capital
Complex, the Capitol Hill
District is a combination of
past and present, with some
of the best architecture in
town.

SPONSORED SECTION
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HUNDREDS

OF REASONS
TO SAY
#IHEARTTALLY.
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> ALWAYS ENTERTAINING

More than 100 performances, festivals and concerts fill venues
including Capital City Amphitheater at Cascades Park, a 24-acre
downtown green space, and the new 10,000-seat Pavilion at
the Centre of Tallahassee. Signature events provide year-round
reasons for visiting Florida’s Capital region.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS, SPORTS AND FITNESS

More than 600 scenic miles of running, biking, paddling, and
equestrian trails put you in touch with nature and all are easily
accessible to great dining and hotels. Trailahassee.com is your
starting point for outdoor adventure. Hundreds of youth, adult
and intercollegiate meets, matches and tournaments decide state,
regional and national championships here.

ARTS, CULTURE, HISTORY, AND INNOVATION

We tell Florida’s past and future stories from the recreated 17th
century Mission San Luis, a National Historic Landmark, and the
region’s natural history and pioneer spirit at Tallahassee Museum
to the John G. Riley House and Museum, rated a “Must See African
American Place in the U.S.” by Black Entertainment Television.
Vibrant year-round arts feed the creative appetite. And see
tomorrow’s scientific discoveries at the National High Magnetic
Field Laboratory, home to the world’s most powerful magnet.

THRIVING CRAFT BEER AND CULINARY SCENE

The lively Midtown, Gaines Street and Market districts along with four
renowned craft breweries amp up a contemporary vibe. Some of the
most acclaimed Southern chefs win praise from experts and foodies
as Tallahassee-Leon County builds a reputation for innovative,
regional cuisine inspired by fresh local produce.
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Domi Station

Exciting things are happening at CoLab@thePod and Domi Station,
Tallahassee’s startup incubator program. In the last year, 53 early-stage
startup teams have participated in core incubator programs to accelerate
their business acumen and experience — success that has not gone
unnoticed on the national stage.

n 2014, Tallahassee ranked ninth on

the website FiveThirtyEight’s list of
metro areas with the fastest-growing
rate of new startups. In 2015, the city
was named a Top 50 City for Entre-
preneurs by Entrepreneur magazine,
one of only three Florida cities to
make the list.

The idea of co-locating and col-
laboratingisnotanewidea, but there
hasbeen a definite surge in Tallahas-
see in the last few years,” says Lucas
Lindsey, executive director of Domi.
He feels a chemistry of city, county
and other organizations coming to-
gether to invest in Tallahassee’s en-

trepreneurs, which creates a nurtur-
ing environment for startups.

At CoLab@thePod, co-working
spaces are conducive to the way the
creative community works, with in-
dependent private and co-working
spaces as well as a conference room
for training sessions and meetings.

Domi provides comprehensive
space and services for business and
tech startups. Their clients are di-
verse, but Lindsey has noticed that
the young millennial entrepreneurs
approach business the same way
they do life. “People in my genera-
tion are hungry to have an impact,”

“A real benefit of

being in Tallahassee
isits size. Here, the
ripple effect travels
faster and goes farther”
— Lucas Lindsey, Domi Station
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CoLab@fhePod

Lindsey says. “We want to make a differ-
ence right away, and having Tallahassee’s
size, support and resources makes that
easiertodo”

One of the newest incubator ventures is
KitchenShare @ Heritage Hub, a kitchen
rental facility and food business incuba-
tor in FrenchTown.

“In 2014, we addressed the food desert in
the FrenchTown neighborhood by starting
a farmers market,” says Betsy Couch, ex-
ecutive director of Knight Creative Com-
munities Institute. “From that effort came
the opportunity for a permanent structure

SPONSORED SECTION
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for the market, which
will also house Kitchen-
Share @ Heritage Hub
for emerging chefs and
caterers”

As part of Tallahassee
Community College’s
push to create an entre-
preneurial campus from
the inside out, Spark!
was launched last fall to
nurture and grow entre-
preneurship. If you're a
student, training can be
used for college credit.
As a community mem-
ber who works full time,
you can get the same
training during the eve-
nings and on weekends.

Spark! is housed on
the TCC campus, but
many of the program’s

events are held in the
new downtown Tal-
lahassee Innovation
Center, which opened
last summer. Kimberly
Moore, vice president for
workforce development
at TCC, says, “We envi-
sion it as a place where
government, nonprofits
and the private sector
can come together and
hold engaged leadership
discussionsand convene
on a variety of topics.”
Additionally, Spark!
hosts several startup
ventures: a retail incu-
bator, Startup Weekend
Tallahassee for new
businesses, and the
Florida Veterans Entre-
preneurship Program.

Startups Nurtured at Domi

Cuttlesoft Designers of scalable web and
mobile applications.

DivvyUp A buy-one, give-one online sock
shop.

FullScaleNANO Software for the analysis of
nanomaterial.

GrassLands Brewery Local brewery and
taproom that handcrafts beer.

HWind Scientific The world’s leading
provider of tropical cyclone wind field data;
recently acquired by RMS, the world leader
in risk management solutions and reinsur-
ance products.

NewSci Provider of Insight-as-a-Service
to the education, health care and nonprofit
markets.

QuarryBio Covalent labeling technology for
therapeutic proteins.

Vale Food Co. Healthy, chef-prepared, daily
delivery meal plans.

Your Business
or over 80 Years.

/ .
Connectio

-

ns o World-Wide Destinations Provided by
AMERICAN AIRLINES | “DELTA AIR LINES | SILVER AIRWAYS
f W.FIyToIIohossee.com L 4
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At Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare, our Heart & Vascular Center
is a leader in the Southeast for advanced heart care and research.
Our patients travel from across Florida to receive heart and vascular
care from our expert team of physicians and surgeons. Learn more
about our exceptional treatment options at TMH.ORG/Heart.
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Homegrown Businesses

with

Tallahassee’s business advantages spur success that extends

far beyond the South.

A Leading Lifestyle Brand
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Coton Colors

With the motto to “never miss an opportunity to celebrate
every day,’ Coton Colors has taken advantage of many op-
portunities since its founding in 1995.

Influenced by a childhood immersed in the colorful
culture of Old Miami and engrained with the Southern
charm of her home in Tallahassee, lifestyle brand and de-
signer Laura Johnson began hand-painting pottery and
clothing for friends. Soon she was flooded with so many
orders that she realized she had a business on her hands.

Since then, the company has grown into an international
brand sold by more than 3,000 retailers, from multi-loca-
tion and large department stores to boutiques. The com-
pany hasbeen listed on Inc. 5000’s list of fastest-growing
companies in the U.S. for the past several years.

The flagship store remains in Tallahassee, and much of
the business is run by family members. “From its incep-
tion, Coton Colors has relied on family ties to make it a
successful endeavor,” says Johnson.
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ere’s a look at local companies doing
business on the national — and interna-

tional — stage.

FIGG Bridge Group Viewing
bridges as art, the company has
designed bridges throughout the
U.S. and in six nations that have
won numerous architectural and
engineering awards.

Municode Started in 1951, the
company serves 4,100 cities and
counties in all 50 states with legal
codes of ordinances.

Moore Communications Group
What started as alocal public rela-
tions firm has grown into a nation-
al presence with offices in Talla-
hassee, West Palm Beach, Denver
and New Orleans. The company
has received numerous industry
and corporate culture awards.

Danfoss Turbocor The market
leader for oil-free centrifugal com-
pressors, the company has trans-
formed the HVAC market with
innovative, efficient compressors
for buildings and factories.

Sachs Media Group This strategic
communications firm with offices
in Tallahassee, Orlando, Boca Ra-
ton and Washington, D.C., partners
with large-sized corporate, non-
profit and government organiza-
tions to promote brands, issues and
services.

Golden Lighting Founded in 1982,
Golden Lighting sells decorative
lighting products to showrooms
and electrical supply houses
throughout the United States.

SPONSORED SECTION



Safe-Keeping America’s Interests at Home and Overseas

Datamaxx

The company that Kay Stephenson founded in 1991 in a 600-square-foot building with her kids
pitching in after school has grown into the nation’s premier provider of advanced communica-
tions, data access, information sharing, enterprise intelligence and access control solutions to
law enforcement, criminal justice, public safety and security industries.

Today, Datamaxx’s client list includes the FBI and every embassy around the world. “Our systems
are mission-critical and a necessity in the world of homeland protection,” says Stephenson.
“Those on the front line, such as the cops on the streets who save lives and protect people, need
to share information easily and instantaneously, and that’s our job.

Most recently, Datamaxx developed the first-of-its-kind security technology for private sector
industries, GREENLIGHT and the REDTAIL Security and Screening Program, which are desig-
nated critical infrastructure and key resources.

Mainline Information Systems
Working across the country and across
industries, Mainline has helped com-
panies find solutions for their IT needs
for 25 years. Founder Rick Kearney is

a well-known local philanthropist;

his most recent gift funded the new
Kearney Center, a 24-hour comprehen-
sive emergency service center for the
homeless.

Syntech Systems Founded in 1970,
Syntech is a dynamic defense and com-
mercial engineering design and manu-
facturing firm that specializes in auto-
mated fuel management systems and
munitions support equipment. Syn-
tech designed and produced a Manual
Operated Lift Truck that is used by the
U.S. Air Force and numerous allied air
forces to load bombs and missiles on
fighter aircraft.

SPONSORED SECTION

Zimmerman Agency A full service
media strategy company, Zimmer-
man is responsible for some of the
country’s most creative advertis-
ing and marketing campaigns.

Parks and Crump Attorneys at
Law Hailed as “this generation’s
Johnnie Cochran,” Benjamin Crump
made national news represent-

ing the parents of Trayvon Martin.
Today, Crump is one of the nation’s
leading civil rights attorneys and
served as president of the National
Bar Associationin 2015.

Marquis Software The company
pioneered data tracking for of-
fenders from jail to prison and has
130,000 users at 400 correctional
facilities and 600 offices in eight
states.

TALLAHASSEE AND LEON COUNTY / REIMAGINING THE FUTURE
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Research

The National High Magnetic

Field Laboratory is the only one of
its kind in the U.S. and one of

only nine in the world.

In March 2016, Tallahassee became one of 50

communities from around the U.S. to be awarded
a TechHire designation from the White House.
The designation recognizes communities that are
taking innovative steps in training the local workforce
in various technologies. This training, which helps
local talent gain the skills needed for a 21st century
economy, is also beneficial to existing tech companies

in Tallahassee who hire them.

esearchis another specialty in Tallahassee, and
with two premier research universities, there is
always something new being tested or discovered.

Of most interest recently is the development of
the world’s strongest magnet built at the Innovation
Park site of the FSU-based National High Magnetic
Field Laboratory. The discovery is a major advance-
ment in the study of molecular structures in pro-
teins and materials. It will move FSU toward a top
25 university ranking and bring researchers from all
over the world to use thisnew 36T magnet.

FSU has also been working on breakthroughs for
the Zika virus. Hengli Tang, professor of biological
science at Florida State, discovered that the virus
directly targets brain development cells and stunts
their growth. “This enables us to focus on studying
theright cell type, screening drugs on the right cell

32  TALLAHASSEE AND LEON COUNTY / REIMAGINING THE FUTURE

type and studying the biology of the right cell type,
says Tang. He also found existing drug compounds
that can both stop Zika from replicating in the body
and from damaging the crucial fetal brain cells that
lead to birth defects in newborns.

The FAMU Division of Research was listed by the
National Science Foundation as the nation’s No. 1
historically black college or university (HBCU) for
total research and development expenditures in
2015. Work includes groundbreaking research by
Anthony Ananga, associate professor of food tech-
nology at the College of Agriculture and Food Sci-
ences, on flavonoids, which are key antioxidants.
Under Ananga’s guidance, FAMU student Jasmine
Hall made history as the first young scientist to
clone and characterize the key enzyme in flavonols,
a gene in muscadine grapes.

SPONSORED SECTION



IT Firmsin Tallahassee-Leon County

Aderant North America
Provider of comprehen-
sive business management
software for law and other
professional services firms.

Citilabs Products and
services that provide the
backbone of operational
and predictive transporta-
tion systems.

Coaxis Fully managed
hosting, IasS, hybrid cloud,
back-up and encrypted/

complaint communications.

Datamaxx Group Provider
of advanced communica-
tions, data access, infor-
mation sharing, enterprise
intelligence and access
control solutions to the
law enforcement, criminal
justice, public safety and
security industries.

Diverse Computing
Creates technology solu-
tions for criminal justice
professionals.

EnPointe Technologies
A specialist in Microsoft-
centric IT environments
for 20 years.

General Dynamics Land
Systems Global leader in
the design, development,
production, support and en-
hancement of tracked and
wheeled military vehicles.

Hayes Software Systems
Software solutions for
schools.

Infinity Software Develop-
ment IT consulting services
and software development.

Mainline Information
Systems A 25-year veteran
inthe IT solutions industry.

Marquis Software Data
tracking for correctional
facilities.

MasTec Engineering and
construction for electrical
transmission, oil and
natural gas pipelines,
renewable energy and
wireless networks.

Open Text Corporation
Alocal presence for aleader
in enterprise management.

Paul Consulting Group
Custom programming solu-
tions provider.

TalSearch Group Full-
service recruiting firm that
matches IT clients and pro-
fessional job candidates.

UberOps An elite datainte-
gration and cloud computer
company specializing in
medical facilities, includ-
ing the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

TalTech Allied for Tech Growth

Bent on shaping Tallahassee into the tech capital of
Florida, the TalTech Alliance is building collaboration
between government, education and business. Its 250
members represent more than 75 area technology-based
companies, organizations and institutions. According

to TalTech Chairwoman Wendi Cannon, the goalisto
create opportunities through education, consulting and
networking that grow new ideas into businesses while

Wendi also promoting the Greater Tallahassee area.

Cannon
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TCC’s Wakulla Environmental
Institute connects education,
conservation and recreation with
economically viable development.

Over the past several years,

Tallahassee’s community leaders have

worked hard to bridge the gaps between
various sectors with collaborative projects

and problem-solving.

ather than work parallel, businesses are encour-
aged to work together to capitalize on resources,
knowledge and expertise.

The Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce
has been at the forefront of this effort, growing
business, advocating for business success and
driving value to members as part of its new focus.
In doing so, the chamber has facilitated many of
the discussions between the professional services,
health care, hospitality, and trade-transportation
and logistics sectors, the fastest-growing industries
in the Tallahassee area, to promote and maximize
synergies.

“We are cultivating a community that is vibrant,
impactful and an exciting place to be where every
person — and every business — can thrive,” says Sue
Dick, president and CEO.

Tangible examples include expanding Tally Job
Hop, which introduces top university students to
local employers, and initiating the Talent Lives
Here campaign to market Tallahassee as a career
destination.

“This is an exciting time for our business com-
munity,” says Reggie Bouthillier, chamber chairman
and shareholder at Stearns Weaver Miller. “As the
region’sleading business organization, the chamber
serves as a bridge between industry and discover-
ing opportunities to drive growth and commerce
through collaboration, collective resources and
advocacy voice. Together, we will continue to im-
prove Tallahassee’s business environment.”

34 TALLAHASSEE AND LEON COUNTY / REIMAGINING THE FUTURE

Training
Tomorrow’s
Entrepreneurs

A huge support for
synergies between busi-
ness and academia is
FSU’s Jim Moran In-
stitute for Global En-
trepreneurship, which
cultivates, trains and inspires entrepreneurial lead-
ers through world-class executive education, applied
training, public recognition and leading-edge research.
A new school of entrepreneurship funded by the fam-
ily of the late Jim Moran and the Jim Moran Institute
will complement the already rich offerings for entre-
preneurs. It’s a game changer for the regional business
landscape.

Demand-Driven Degrees

Tallahassee Community College’s local partnerships
are born of community need. “We don’t dream up excit-
ing degrees to lure students,” says Jim Murdaugh, presi-
dent. “We are demand driven.”

A caseinpointis TCC’s Wakulla Environmental Insti-
tute, which connects education, conservation and recre-
ation with environmentally responsible and economically
viable development. Concern about Apalachicola’s
dwindling oyster beds led to the creation of the oyster
aquaculture program. Surface, air and aquatic drone
training came about from the demand for trained tech-
nicians in unmanned technologies.
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Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare

New, improved and expanded health care facilities are a key piece
of the economic development pie, but consider their value on a
personal level and they become much more than numbers. Focusing
on the individual, with personalized care provided by attentive

and knowledgeable clinicians and physicians, is the mission of
Tallahassee-Leon County’s health care providers.

Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare

Tallahassee Memorial HealthCare (TMH) isin the
middle of the largest construction project in Leon
County history. At a cost of $260 million, the cutting-
edge, 300,000-square-foot M.T. Mustian Center will
provide surgical and intensive care services using the
latest technologies.

“Years of planning a transformative facility that can
be used 50 years from now gives us a platform for new
servicesthat support our designation as an emerging
quaternary care center,’ says Mark O'Bryant, president
and CEO. This distinction references levels of highly
specialized medicine that are not widely accessible.

This advanced level of care, together with mini-
mally invasive, innovative neurosurgery and heart
surgery procedures, is revolutionizing medical care
in Tallahassee and turning the city into a health
care destination. “Historically, we've served a 60-
mile radius, but we've become a health care desti-
nation, with patients traveling, in some cases, up to
200 miles to be treated,” says O’'Bryant. TMH’s reach
extendsto New Orleans, mid-Georgia, Central Florida
and north to South Carolina, creating an expansive
referral footprint.

VA Outpatient Clinic

The new, 197,000-sq.-ft. Tallahassee VA Outpatient
Clinic that opened in October employs about 300.
VA officials say more than 16,000 patients are served
inthe North Florida/South Georgia district, the larg-
est in the VA network, and this new facility reduces
the need for many veterans to drive to Gainesville or
other cities for care. Some 131,000 military veterans
live in the Tallahassee area, adding to the diversity
of the local workforce.
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Capital Regional
Medical Center

“People want to have their
needs met in the city where they
live, and that could not ring truer
than in health care,” says Mark
Robinson, president and CEO of
Capital Regional Medical Center
(CRMC). “They don’t want to drive
to Jacksonville or Birmingham.
And thankfully, because we are a
progressive community hospital
with everything needed to care for =
this town and then some, they don’t have to. Our job is to continue
providing quality care with new facilities and services, and recruit-
ing and keeping talent here in Tallahassee.”

Last year, CRMC opened Capital Regional Medical Care in the
Bannerman Crossings Shopping Center to serve northern Talla-
hassee and Leon County. More than 50,000 people live within a
five-mile radius of the site.

“It hasbeen an exciting process. However, the greatest outcome is
opening the doors and continuing to live true to our mission, which
is keeping people well,” Robinson says.

With that in mind, CRMC partners with local businesses to
promote wellness initiatives to help employees live healthier
lifestyles.

“We have to ensure that all
areas of Greater Leon County
are served by quality physicians
and clinicians so that people
canreceive care close to home.”
— Mark Robinson, CRMC

SPONSORED SECTION
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Tallahassee is the Place for Business

Local government supports economic growth by contributing to a
business friendly environment. Businesses in Tallahassee enjoy the
benefits from a host of City initiatives and services including:

« Low Cost Municipal Services

* Lower Taxes and No City Business Tax

+ Lowest Small Business Electric Utility Rates in Florida

« 7-Day Money Back Guaranteed Permitting Process

+ Tallahassee international Alrport

Visit Talgov.com for more information.
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Founded in 1851,

FSU is located on the oldest

continuous site of higher
education in Florida.

World-Class

STEAM-based K-12 educational programs, two nationally
recognized public universities and a top community college
make Tallahassee a hub for innovative learning and education.

allahassee is ranked the 11th most educated While the area’s premier postsecondary

city in the country, placing higher than Ra- institutions carried alot of weight, so did the
leigh, N.C., and Colorado Springs, Colo., according ranking of Leon County’s public schools.
to a 2016 study by WalletHub. Analysts compared “We have great schools, and they have been
250 of the most populated metropolitan statisti- strong for decades. But even though we are at
cal areas across two key dimensions: educational the top, we know we can do better” says Rocky
attainment and quality of education and attain- Hanna, newly elected Leon County Schools
ment gap. superintendent.

One way is to “quit treating kids as one-
size-fits-all” by assessing individual needs
and then meeting them with collaboration

Leon High between the school system and the commu-
School is the nity, whether it's pursuing a four-year degree
oldest public or looking at opportunities outside of a col-

high school ¢ lege experience.

inthestate |5 5 One such program is LeonWorks, which
andoneofthe - : helps intelligent, capable students who pre-
oldes'_c inthe 8 fer a solid, well-paying trade job over college
nation. get the training they need while still in high
school. “Events like the Leon Works Expo are
aimed at renewing career training in what we
. call‘skills that pay the bills;’ says Leon County
Leon County’s ngh School Commissioner Mary Ann Lindley. “Less than
u Graduation Rate two years ago, the school board focused on
. u (com pared to 82.7% statewide ) add?'ressing the Work.force gap of skilled work-
ersin our community. Leon Works has been

quite the answer”
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Florida State University

Strength, Skill and Character

Florida State University is an integral part of Tallahas-
see’s culture and economy.

In 2014-15, FSU had a $10 billion economic impact in
Florida, with 42,000 students spending $876 million and
contributing $44 million in sales tax to Leon County. The
university has also created 94,160 jobs in Florida.

FSU President John Thrasher, a former state legislator
and FSU alumnus, points with pride to the school’s out-
standing graduation and retention rates. “Our students are
among the most academically talented this university has
ever seen,” he says. “Our retention rate is 93%, and our five-
year graduation rate is 79%. That’s nine percentage points
above the graduation rate that U.S. News & World Report
predicted for that cohort. Only three institutions in the top
100 exceeded their predicted rate by more than FSU”

As atop-tier research university, FSU isranked among the
top 38 public universities in the nation. Of particular inter-
est tobusiness are the tools and expertise that can be found
on campus to help business thrive in today’s challenging
marketplace. Besides strong undergraduate and graduate
programs, FSU focuses on cutting-edge research and its ap-
plication to industry.

Tallahassee Community College

The College of Choice

A nationally ranked community college,
Tallahassee Community College (TCC) serves
more than 12,000 students and thousands of
additional students in non-credit courses each
year. The 50-year-old institution also contrib-
utes significantly to the area, employing 1,400
full-time and part-time employees. In 2014-15,
annual money generated to the local economy
totaled $385.7 million.

“TCC is student focused, demand driven,
and future oriented,” says Jim Murdaugh, presi-
dent. ”Our TCC2FSU and TCC2FAMU Golden
Guarantee programs provide our graduates
with a path to the university of their choice,
and our workforce programs prepare students

SPONSORED SECTION

In addition to advancing knowledge
in the molecular basis of human disease,
the FSU College of Medicine places
a great deal of emphasis on helping
students develop their research skills
and interests.

The university’s nationally recognized programs include
the Center for Intelligent Systems, Control and Robotics;
the High-Performance Materials Institute; the National
High Magnetic Field Laboratory; the Center for Advanced
Power Systems; and the Center for Academic & Profes-
sional Development.

Most recently, FSU’s College of Business was ranked in
the Top 50 on the “America’s Best Colleges” rankings by U.S.
News & World Report. The online graduate programs ranked
No. 4 among public and private universities on the 2016 list.
The school also has an international reputation for itsrigor-
ous curriculum and strong classroom experience.

To support its student-focused initiatives, the university
is in the midst of a $1 billion “Raise the Torch” campaign
to improve the student experience, serve as an economic
engine for the state through research and job creation, and
improve the quality of life through the creation and dis-
semination of knowledge and ideas. “It’s not by accident
we list ‘improving the student experience’as one of our top
priorities,” says Tom Jennings, Ph.D., vice president for Uni-
versity Advancement and president of the FSU Foundation.
“Florida State is and always will be student-centric. It’s in
our DNA’”

jobsin our region.”

for all 10 of the top high-wage, high-growth

TCC offers more than 70 academic and in-
demand workforce programs. Its Workforce
Development division features a variety of
training solutions that address employer
needs with industry-specific programs in
manufacturing, technology, construction
trades, welding and green jobs, to name a
few. The division’s entrepreneurism hubisa
comprehensive program to nurture and grow
start up businesses.

TCC’s Golden Guarantee programs
offer graduates admission to either
Florida State University or FAMU.
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and

Scholarships, student
success and faculty
support are top
priorities at Florida
A&M University.

TALAASSES

Excellence with Caring

In late November, FAMU
graduate Ibram X. Kendi won
the prize for nonfiction at the
National Book Awards cere-

mony in New York for hisbook
“Stamped from the Beginning:
The Definitive History of Racist
Ideasin America” Onthe heels
of that achievement, alumni

lan Macdonald

Commercial Litigation,
Probate Litigation, Real Estate

F

Keith Bell

Commercial Litigation,

CLARK PARTINGTON

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Real Estate, Government Affairs

Trevor Thufnusun

Appeals, Federal Practice,
Intellectual Property

Clark Partington is a full-service law firm serving clients throughout
Florida. With offices in Tallahassee, Destin, Santa Rosa Beach
and Pensacola, we offer multidisciplinary solutions with a focus
on business transactions, commercial litigation, real estate
and governmental affairs.

Relationships. Trust. Expectations. Elevated.

Pensacola | Destin | Tallahassee
Santa Rosa Beach | Orange Beach
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888.777.5105
ClarkPartington.com

Bernard and Shirley Kinsey of
Pacific Palisades, Calif,, gave
$500,000 to FAMU’s Marching
“100” band. And FAMU inter-
im President Larry Robinson
announced a $5 million ini-
tiative to help the university
increase its graduation rate,
enhance academic programs
and recruit top talent.

“Thisinitiative representsa
collaborative partnership that
increases the possibilities for
student success by strength-
ening opportunities for tal-
ented students, and those
who need financial support
to complete their studies and
receive their diplomas,” Rob-
inson says.

Founded in 1887, FAMU at-
tracts students from across
the nation and more than
70 countries. It is ranked by
Essence and Money maga-
zines as the No. 1 public his-
torically black college or uni-
versity (HBCU) in the nation
and No. 5 overall on their joint
list of “50 Best Colleges for
African-Americans,” behind
Princeton, Harvard, Duke and
Cornell.

Yearly, the school brings
in $653.6 million to the local
economy and has a payroll of
$163.6 million.

FAMU offers 100 degree
programs, including 56 un-
dergraduate, 29 graduate,
three professional and 12 doc-
toral degrees. Architecture,
business, environmental sci-
ence, journalism, pharmacy,
nursing and agribusiness are
among the school’'s premier
fields of study.

FAMU is also known for
its Center for Viticulture and
Small Fruit Research, Center
for Water and Air Quality and
Small Business Development
Center, which provides coun-
seling for business ownersand
entrepreneurs.
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Proven
Leadership
Floridians

Trust.

5T AMES
MADISON

INSTITUTE

Trusted Solutions for a Better Florida
EST. 1987

WWW.JAMESMADISON.ORG
850.386.3131 | 100 N. DUVAL STREET, TALLAHASSEE, FL 32301
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TALAHASSE”

Canopy oaks, national forests,
natural springs, wetlands,
lakes, parks, hike and bike
trails — Tallahasseeans love all
things green. Naturally, this love
extends to a care and concern
for the environment that

goes beyond preserving and

maintaining green spaces.

ohow does this play into economic

vitality? “Generally, people think
that sustainability addresses environ-
mental aspects only, but we consider
three factors that contribute to quality
of life: environment, economy and so-
cial equity,’ says Maggie Theriot, direc-
tor, Office of Resource Stewardship for
Leon County.

“By making smart, holistic business
decisions and investing in social equity
— those things that create a vibrant,
strong community — the environment
almost always benefits”

Theriot’s department leads by ex-
ample with tested, innovative projects
that are transferrable to the private
sector, such as utilizing alternative fu-
els and conducting fuel conservation
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programs. The office isalso rolling out
the PACE (Property Assessed Clean
Energy) program to fund residential
energy improvements

Another interesting green develop-
ment is the Sustainable Demonstra-
tion Center, which has been trans-
formed into a net-zero facility with
the addition of solar power and an
ultra-energy-efficient geothermal
heating and air systems.

“We saw this as a win-win project,”
says Leon County Administrator
Vincent S. Long. “In county
government, when you can save
money, protect natural resources
and make a community space even
more appealing, we should act. This
facility isa great learning opportunity

Leon County’s
net-zero building
is powered by a
60-kilowatt solar
array that doubles
as shaded parking.

Icons of Tallahassee’s abundance of
trees are its 78 miles of canopy roads.

for the youth who visit daily and for

our peers throughout the region.”

A significant green project to be
completedinlate 2016 isthe construc-
tion of a utility-scale, 20-megawatt
solar farm built on 100 acres at the
south end of Tallahassee Internation-
al Airport. Installed by Origis Energy,
the project gives citizens the option of
opting in for solar energy at about the
same price as natural gas.

Equally exciting are several proj-
ects that maximize Tallahassee-Leon
County’s natural beauty:

- Trailahassee.com, a compilation of
hiking and biking trails suitable for
both novices and amateurs.

- Expanded and protected bike
lanes throughout the city that have
earned Tallahassee a ranking in the
top 50 best bike cities by Bicycling
magazine.

- The October 2016 opening of the
Capital Cascades Crossing Bridge
and Trail, connecting Cascades
Park with FAMU Way and the new
Gaines Street development.

16,510 acres of Parks
600 miles of Trails
20 Lakes and 5 Rivers
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Innovation
begins with Kold ideas

Innovation Park of Tallahassee is the place where research and ideas come together to
create life-changing discoveries. With two major universities offering matchless research
expertise and a dynamic community seeking to collaborate and support new programs and
ventures, start-ups and other pioneering businesses have access to an environment
designed from the ground-up to foster

[n novatio na nd Success University Fartners:__ ‘

INNOVATION
PARK o/ 72lahassee

Visit: Innovation-Park.com/ideas


http://www.innovation-park.com/ideas

Your Monopoly” Serateh-Off
game is Natalia’s best chance
to attend medical school.

EVERY PLAY IS FOR EDUCATION.

Since 1997, the Florida Lottery has been creating a brighter future for Florida through
the Bright Futures Scholarship Program. Through this scholarship, more than 725,000
students have earned the opportunity to attend a Florida college. The education they
have received is allowing them to give back to the community and boost Florida’s
economy, while helping to fund the next generation of Florida’s students. So remember,

the more you play, the more Florida wins.

. ®
J ust I magl ne flalottery.com Must be 18 or older to play. Play responsibly. ® 2016 Florida Lottery


http://www.flalottery.com
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Andrew’s
Capital
Grill & Bar,
Downtown
Tallahassee

helly Duffey, who

works for the Flor-
ida Department of
Health, lives for the
weekends when she
can head outdoors with
her fitness-minded
friends. “There is al-
ways something going
on, and I'll go do it just
to keep myself moving,”
she says. “Tallahassee is
a great place because of
our trails, our hills — which are rare in Florida —
and our weather. There are so many groups to
join. I'm part of the Gulf Winds Triathletes and
two Facebook groups, Can't Stop, Won't Stop and
Revolutions Triathlon Training Group, where I
can connect with other people who want to get
out and train.”

Mila ©79.5° Average High Temp
Climate - 55.8° Average Low Temp
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#\ \.\ea\'ﬁa‘w Tallahassee is an easy — affordable — place to live.

And with an extremely high quality of life, fabulous
parks and green spaces, quality jobs, close proximity
to world-class beaches, it’s also a fun place to live.

Lucas Lindsey, the 27-year-old executive di-
rector of Domi Station, often wraps up his day by
meeting up with friends at alocal restaurant or bar.

“Maybe it’s because I'm obsessively involved in
the community, but it’s cool to not just go to a bar,
but to go to abar where I know the owner, like Gabe
at GrassLands,” says Lindsey. "I am energized by the
people in thistown and Ilove going out — it makes
me feel connected. One thing is for sure: There is
never a shortage of things to do in Tallahassee.”

Scott Balog, chief of staff at Tallahassee Com-
munity College, can often be found at one of the
area’s local music venues or festivals.

“There’s something going on every night of the
week, and the variety is unbelievable,” he says. “Our
music scene is evolving, and there are many differ-
ent venues of different sizes opening up through-
out town, which all have their own feel” Among
Balog’s favorite musicians: strong local talent
like the Sarah Mac Band, 6 Pack Deep and Royce
Lovett with Motown Gospel. “T've also seen nation-
al groups here like the Avett Brothers, the Currys
and Jason Isbell,” he says. “And to stay connected
to the music scene, I volunteer with a number of
musical organizations including Word of South, a
music and literature festival now in its third year”

(continued on page 48)
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FLORIDA TAXWATCH

GTATE & TARPRYER

YWy DINNER

o

SUNTRUST

AS THE TRUSTED EYES AND EARS of Florida taxpayers
for more than 35 years, Florida TaxWatch embraces our
responsibility to provide a forum for our state’s elected
leaders to speak directly to the interests of the taxpayers.

tion DOMINIC

£ Al 2
“ CEYVEFF ATWATERAT-
THE 2016 DINNER

While the annual State of the State address and opening
statements of each legislative chamber cover the
accomplishments and future plans of our elected leadership,
none specifically highlight the issues affecting taxpayers.

B Florida TaxWatch and Host Committee Chairman Governor
N & Bob Martinez present the 2017 State of the Taxpayer, the

: ™ ‘,..'1"_ i premier event for Florida’s elected leaders to discuss the
., £, issues that will impact taxpayers over the next year.

.

-

COMMISSIONER AD:&Q;U_TNAM
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AT THE DINNER

SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ANCHOR SPONSOR SENATOR PAT NEAL AND NEAL COMMUNITIES

LEARN MORE @ FLORIDATAXWATCH.ORG/SOTD

FLORIDA TAXWATCH hosts the annual State of the Taxpayer Fl Ol’i d a

Dinner as part of its role as the eyes and ears of Florida’s taxpayers.

For nearly four decades, Florida TaxWatch has provided the residents TaxwatCh
of Florida and public officials with high quality, independent research

and analysis of issues related to state and local government taxation,

expenditures, policies, and programs.

Whether on taxes, spending, economic development, criminal justice, 850.222.5052
bli . f . 5 HQ: 106 N Bronough St., Tallahassee
public pension reform, or the day-to-day operations of Florida’s
. . . Research: 320 W Park Ave., Tallahassee
government, TaxWatch has had a constructive and substantive hand in o
. ) . . AND 9100 S. Dadeland Blvd., Ste. 1500, Miami
shaping the Sunshine State, to the benefit of all of its residents.

CHAIRMAN PRESIDENT & CEO CHAIRMAN-ELECT TREASURER SECRETARY IMM. PAST CHAIRMAN
DAviD MANN Dominic M. CALABRO SENATOR PAT NEAL SEN. GEORGE LEMIEUX PryusH PATEL MICHELLE ROBINSON
SUNTRUST BANK NEaL COMMUNITIES GUNSTER Kyra SoLuTIONS, INC. VERIZON

JOIN US, AND HELP IMPROVE TAXPAYER VALUE, CITIZEN UNDERSTANDING, AND GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY.


http://www.floridataxwatch.org/sotd
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Nefetari Dennard, a Dennard isinspired by the
24-year-old self-professed  artists in the community,
craft queen, started a lo- “notonly for my own art but
cal Esty-ish craft show, the becausethey’veencouraged
Fuzzy Pineapple Craft & metostickwiththis.It'sbe-
Art Festival, for artistsand  come bigger than me”
DIYers like herself. The first Duffey, Lindsey, Balog and
year, 3,000 people attended  Dennard are different ages,
and the“vendorsweresuper atdifferent stagesinlife and
excited aboutthe salesthey have different interests, but
made,” she says. “We’'renot  they share one commonal-
Chicago or New York, but ity: a love for Tallahassee-
even here, people are inter- Leon County’s low cost of
estedintheartsandkeeping living and extremely high
them alive and well” quality of life.

M:;lian III:IIC:::: $68,943 Leon County
ovetr’o £57,176 Florida

Average

Railroad Square Art Park

DSK |||l Law

de Beaubien - Simmons - Knight - Mantzaris - Neal
EST.1976

Celebrating 40 Years of Serving Florida
and
10 Years of Serving Tallahassee

BUSINESS, PERSONAL INJURY & CONSTRUCTION LITIGATION

RN VL W VIO

HITAHA ' LAY

NN ROLATTY
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A law firm is only as good as ifs attormeys. Our Tallahassee team possesses a wealth of
legal experience, with a specific emphasis on trial weork in state and federal courts.
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See Florida's Weather

ON YOUR OWN TERMS, WHERE IT MATTERS MOST
.

et L

Mostly Cloudy

WeatherSTEM is a robust and flexible

weather intelligence platform that enables )

you to personalize notifications, learn, and make informed

decisions about the weather. The WeatherSTEM technology paékage .

includes scientific instruments, a cloud camera, and a software application .'
N that provide insight into current conditions, historic trends, and forecasted
events. The Professional Lightning Assistant enables you to receive
customizable alerts when lightning gets close. WeatherSTEM is serving a

growing network of nearly 200 locations in each of Florida's 67 counties and

AGRICULTURE

and businesses throughout the state. .

WeatherSTEM
Installations

Visit weatherstem.com or email us at florida@weatherstem.com to learn more
about how WeatherSTEM can make your community safer and more educated abo
our state’s amazing weather.

2 Download on the GETIT ON

[ S App Store r\ Google Play



http://www.weatherstem.com
mailto:florida%40weatherstem.com?subject=

I

sLeont C

%&k@ﬂ\”ﬁ%@%@y@

50

Destinations

Go kayaking in the morning, catch a festival
in the afternoon, then spend your evening

Kayaking in
Wakulla Springs

istorically, Tallahassee has been

known for its natural and cultural
attractions like Wakulla Springs and
Mission San Luis. Another local fa-
vorite is the Tallahassee Museum, a
52-acre outdoor museum located on
Lake Bradford with history and natural
exhibits.

But fueled by Florida’s youngest
and most educated populace, there is
a growing vitality as evidenced in pre-
mier entertainment, nationally recog-
nized sports tourism, award-winning
restaurants, distinct districts with
unique shopping and dining venues,
and investmentsin new hotel projects.

New on the Scene

New venues and attractions are
popping up across the Tallahassee-
Leon County landscape.

Cascades Park, the crown jewel of
Tallahassee’s urban parks, was named
No.1among “Great Places in Florida”
by theFlorida chapter of the American
Planning Association, beating out dis-
tinguished finalists like downtownsin
Boca Raton, Sarasota andWest Palm
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listening to the sounds of your favorite band.

Beach and The River District in Fort
Myers. The 24-acre park is a rede-
veloped downtown green space with
multi-use trails, playgrounds, pictur-
esque water features and monuments.

The Capital City Amphitheater at
Cascades Park seats 3,500 concert-
goers. In the past year, it has hosted
Alabama Shakes, Sublime with Rome,
Peter Frampton, the Beach Boys,
Count Basie Orchestra and other top
acts. The site’s century-old power
plant is now an upscale restaurant,
The Edison.

Centre of Tallahassee, a former in-
door shopping mall, isbeing converted
to a multi-use complex for shopping,
dining, recreation, open-air events and
large concerts. Restaurants and retail
are planned.

The Centre Pavilion accommodates
more than 10,000 concert-goers for
shows like Steve Miller, Rascal Flatts
and Alice Cooper. At Thanksgiving,
the Centre opens its ice-skating rink
for seasonal fun.

Railroad Square Art Park compris-

Mission San Luis

es art galleries, studios, shops, cafes, a
performance theater and a craft-beer
brewery occupying reclaimed railroad
warehouses. Its hip culture is spreading
to other parts of the city, most visibly
in street art that includes imaginative
murals by international and local artists.

Brewing Up a Good Time
Tallahassee’s Brew District along
Gaines Street contains two craft brew-
eries: Proof, now a regional distributor;
and GrassLands. Nearby are the craft-
centric Brass Tap tap room and Madi-
son Social, a bustling local restaurant
featuring craft beers and animaginative
food menu. The compact Brew District
is headquarters for large events and
competitions such as the Florida Tap

Invitational.
(continued on page 52)

Food Truck Thursday
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Ben Bowersox, MBA ‘09
Veteran, U:S:Navy i,
Wealth Adviser, Capital City |]'!:ut_'.c_ompa_l:!y' -

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Master of Business Administration

efore retiring as a Navy officer in 2010, Ben Bowersox decided to seek out and
pursue a Master of Business Administration (MBA) online from Florida State
University's College of Business.

“Ultimately, my

FSU MBA gave me Bowersox said he chose FSU because of its flexibility. The program allows students to
complete coursework at times that work best for them each week.“l found that FSU’s
the conﬁdence and the | program was fully online with no campus visit required. That made it very pro-military.”

. . Now a wealth adviser for Capital City Trust Company in Tallahassee, Fla., Bowersox
intellectual CﬂP’tﬂl encourages fellow veterans to follow his lead.“Sure you can have a great career after the

military without a graduate degree, but why not differentiate yourself and add value to
to make the toughest | o resume?”

transition I have ever Move forward today with an MBA from Florida State.

made,” said tbeformer e Choose from on-campus, online, full-time and part-time options
beli J ® |earn from the same world-class professors who teach across all MBA formats
Navy elicopter pilot. ® Thrive in a program ranked as one of the 2016 U.S. News & World Report’s best

“Ifélt like I had online graduate business programs
® Strengthen your managerial skills in the fundamentals ranging from
credentials in my hand accounting and marketing to operations and strategy. Then, round out your
degree by specializing in a specific business discipline, such as real estate
that showed I Enew finance or management information systems
. ® Application deadlines:
how to manage in - March 1 for summer entry (All MBA programs)
the outside world.” - June 1 for fall entry (Online and Part-time MBA programs)

- October 1 for spring entry (Online and Part-time MBA programs)

Learn more at mba.fsu.edu


http://www.mba.fsu.edu
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Other breweries putting Tallahassee on the craft-beer
map are Momo'’s, Deep, Lake Tribe, Tallahassee Brew Bus
and Growler Country.

Coffee breweries and shops like Lucky Goat Coffee Co.,
Catalina Café Coffee Roaster and Bakery,and RedEye Cof-
fee have local followings.

Distinct districts include Downtown, Gaines Street,
Midtown and Market, each with its own local restaurants,
one-of-a-kind shops and live-music venues. Found only
within these Tallahassee districts are Lofty Pursuits ice-
cream parlor and candy store, Fifth & Thomas Kitchenand
Musichouse, Cole Couture women'’s boutique, Fire Betty’s
Arcade Bar,and Fermentation Lounge. Latest additionsin-
clude Backwoods Crossing, Table 23 — A Southern Porch,
Table and Bar, and BluHalo, featuring steaks, seafood and a
martini bar.

GrassLands Brewing Company

As a new entertainment mecca, the city’s growing
number of venues for live shows now includes Florida
State’s Doak Campbell Stadium, which hosted its first
concert in 30 years last Veterans Day Weekend. Doak
joins the Donald L. Tucker Civic Center, Capital City
Amphitheater, The Moon, Centre Pavilion and Ruby Dia-
mond Auditorium as venues for top-tier entertainment.

Florida’s Sports Capital

In 2009, Leon County realized a dream
of developing a permanent site for
competitive cross-country running.
Today, national, regional and state
championships are decided at Talla-
hassee’s Apalachee Regional Park, one
of the finest facilities of its kind.

The 140-acre park hosted 10 major
cross-country championshipsin 2016,
attracting more than 20,000 visitors
and generating $8.4 million in direct
visitor spending. The park is equipped
with fiberoptic technology to monitor
running times and video equipment to
broadcast racesin progress — one of the
reasons the Florida Sports Foundation
named it 2016 Sports Venue of the Year
in mid-size markets.

Trailahassee.com connects outdoor
enthusiasts to a network of 600 scenic
miles of running, biking, paddling
and equestrian trails in town and in
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the countryside. The award-winning
website advises consumers with map-
ping technology, personalized fea-
tures and details on outfitters and trail
associations.

Premier swimming landed Tallahas-
see firmly on the global sports map
when USA Swimming ranked it in the
35 best swimming cities for 2016. The
British Diving Team chose FSU’s Mor-
com Aquatics Center as its training fa-
cility ahead of the 2016 Olympic Games.
USA Diving has hosted regional and na-
tional championships at Morcom.

You can’t talk sports in Tallahassee
without talking competitive soccer,
which brings in an estimated 8,500
visitors in April for the Florida State
Invitational Soccer Tournament. The
two-day tourney for girls and boys
ages 7-18 is the largest of its kind in the
Southeast.

In all, youth and adult sports ac-
counted for an estimated 73,000
visitors and $31.6 million in visitor
spending.

While Florida is one of the few
places you can play golf year
round, “People are always amazed
at the live oaks and elevation
changes on the courses,” says

Apalachee
Regional Park

Trey
Jones

.

Trey Jones, head coach, director of golf
at FSU and two-time ACC Coach of the
Year. “They are also surprised by how
many clubs we have — eight in Leon
County and five within an 8-mile ra-
dius. And they are all different. Golden
Eagle is built on a lake system, while
Southwood was designed around an
old plantation.”

Part of Jones’recruiting talk is weather.
“The average in Atlanta during winter
is 42 degrees. The average for Tallahas-
seeis 51 —that’sa huge difference when
you're on the golf course” Another rea-
son golfis so attractive here: the low
cost. “Because we have so many cours-
es, you can play a really nice course for
an affordable price,” Jones says.

In May 2017, Tallahassee will host its
second NCAA Women'’s Regional Tour-
nament, just one of the premier youth
and collegiate golf events held in the
area.

SPONSORED SECTION

PHOTOS COURTESY VISIT TALLAHASSEE



F L ORI

|T|eSWORK ASSISTS

EMPLOYERS #incing

applicants with disabilities

Charlie Morris's business blows up Charlie, who shows ingenuity and
around holidays in more ways than an outstanding work ethic, loves the
one. Charlie’s Kool Kreations, founded opportunity his business has given him.
in 2008, sells balloon bouquets and "I like working with balloons, and it is
balloons filled with goodies such as something I can do in a wheelchair. I am
stuffed animals, t-shirts, candy, jewelry, able to use my creativity in making the
and even live plants. gift balloons. I enjoy what I am doing.”

If you are looking for a quality employee like Charlie, contact
AbilitiesWORK. We help connect employers with thousands of
talented candidates who have disabilities.

AbilitiesWork.EmployFlorida.com
1-844-245-3405
AbilitiesWorkHD@vr.fldoe.org


https://abilitieswork.employflorida.com/vosnet/Default.aspx
mailto:abilitiesworkhd%40vr.fldoe.org?subject=

TALAHASSE”

A city that inspires. I.ocal artists who create.
Tallahassee’s emerging arts community gets

plugged in.

ig things are happening on the

Tallahassee art scene, and Audra
Pittman is determined to plug every-
one in.

“There’s so much going on, so much
to do,” says Pittman, executive direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts
(COCA).“We are quickly becoming the
festival capital of the Southeast. Take
April, for example. It is jam-packed
with events.”

Complementing the city’s many
venues and activities is a cultural
awakening that Pittman credits to the
completion of Gaines Street and Cas-
cadesPark.“The area’sidentity iscom-
ing from the artists themselves. The
creative energy is real, and so many
artists feel empowered to create here,
Pittman says.

Artrepreneurs Unite

Think “Etsy meets your favorite
Pinterest board ...” that’s how local
“artrepreneur” Charity Myers
describes her gift boutique, POP!
Shop, which opened in Railroad
Square last summer.

An artist and graphic designer with
anational client base, Myers wanted
to find a way to reconnect with the
art community in Tallahassee.

“This area has always been known
to have artists and alternative shop-
ping, but with the expansion of

COCA’s job is to advocate for and
support the arts in ways that create
economic stability for the area’s cre-
ative class. “We are a chamber for the
arts — what the business chamber
does for business, we do for the arts,”
she explains. “Our goal is to grow our
emerging creative economy. People
are already gathering in Tallahassee;
we just need to keep supporting our
artists and spreading the word that
our community is a substantive cul-
tural destination.”

Outdoor art abounds in Tallahassee with

more than 200 iconic, historic and quirky

works of art, like this mural by Street Art

Tallahassee. Outdoor sculptures, murals,

windows, monuments and memorials

can be viewed from the street, sidewalk
or other public locations.

POP! Shop
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FAMU Way and Cascades Park and
the Gaines Street revitalization, it
felt like the perfect time to come re-
join the community,” she says. “It’s a
great mix of artists, some of whom
have been here along time, but there
is also an influx of young artists and
entrepreneurs. Even though we are
all doing our own thing, thereisalot
of collaboration and sense of com-
munity. Everyone supports and pro-
motes each other. It’s an inspiring
place, and you want to be part of it”

SPONSORED SECTION

STREET ART TALLAHASSEE (MIDDLE)

PHOTOS COURTESY BOB O'LARY (TOP);



For Your Business

Your building makes an impression long before a customer
ever steps foot inside it.

Lee & Cates can help it make a great one with commercial
glass services, including:

o Storefront glass design, manufacturing & installation
« Commercial glazing for contractors
And we can wow them once they’re inside, too, with:

« Glass wall design, manufacturing & installation
+ Glass table design, manufacturing & installation
o Decorative glass design, manufacturing & installation

For YourHome

Your home is your castle, and Lee & Cates offers a variety
of residential glass services that can make it more beautiful,
more energy efficient and more valuable.

+ Glass tub & shower enclosures
+ Glass doors

+ Glass table tops

o Glass shelves

» Replacement window glass

« Insulated glass replacement

Contact us today by phone at (800)433-4198 or online at
www.leeandcatesglass.com.

LEERCATES GLASS

The Premier Full-Service Glass Company in Florida


http://www.leeandcatesglass.com
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Come Visit,

The View from Hotel Duval

Florida’s capital regionis a year-round destination where history,
fine dining and outdoor activities attract visitors in record numbers.

“Tallahassee
has an energy
now that is
much more
sophisticated
and vibrant
than even
five years ago.
Every weekend
events are
taking place
all over town.”
— Kerri Post,

Visit Tallahassee

Tourism’s
Impact

irst of all, history runs
deep here. Some of North
America’s earliest colonial
history occurred in Tallahas-
see. Mission San Luis, a 17th
century mission recreated in
the archaeological footprint
of the original, brings to life
the blended culture of Spanish
friars and Apalachee Indians.
In 1539, Hernando de Soto and
his troops made their winter
encampment here and are
believed to have celebrated
North America’s first Christ-
mas Mass.
Second, Tallahassee is a
dining destination that ex-

perts love. Florida Trend
magazine annually issues
Golden Spoon awards to mul-
tiple Tallahassee restaurants.
In 2016, Golden Spoons were
awarded to Cypress, Food
Glorious Food, Masa and Sh-
ula’s 347. South magazine’s
2016 “Greatest Southern
Chefs” included the chefs
at Tallahassee’s Backwoods
Crossing, Cypress and Fifth
& Thomas Kitchen and Mu-
sichouse. Local produce and
fresh seafood from the nearby
coast are key ingredients.
Here you will find “one of
the best soda fountains in

2.2 million Annual Visitors
$5323 million Visitor Spending
$841 million Total Economic Impact

13,700 Tourism Jobs

the country,” per the New York
Times. Lofty Pursuits is one of
the country’s few sweet shops
where old-fashioned hard can-
dies are made with equipment
dating to the 1800s. While he
loves all things vintage, owner
Greg Cohen’s candy-making vid-
eos attract millions of viewers on
YouTube.

In the great outdoors, moun-
tain-biking is popular in Talla-
hassee because of its challeng-
ing hills, rarely found in Florida.
And nearby spring-fed rivers
are among the few places in the
nation where paddlers can view
rare manatees in the wild.

The Tallahassee
Museum offers adven-
turous visitors the
opportunity to zipline
through a cypress swamp
and conquer aerial games
and obstacles 60 feet off
the ground.

S5.2 million (7" record year) Tourist Development Tax Collected
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Gadsden County

The Perfect Place to
Grow Business in the
Capital Region

Gadsden County is home to global distributors and manufacturers
that depend on the county’s positive business climate and vast
transportation network to serve their customers. The region’s
unsurpassed quality of life and mild climate allow residents and
visitors to do something original most every day.

Located in the Tallahassee MSA, Gadsden County has seven business parks
including parcels zoned for heavy and light industry, commercial and office uses and
warehousing. Businesses of all types and sizes are finding a great selection of sites
to choose from. Gadsden County is ideal for any business that serves tourists or
travelers or any company that makes products or moves freight.

Gadsden County is also a leading participant in Florida's Strategic Sites Inventory
program, having identified 20 large acreage industrial sites ranging in size from
200 to 1,500 acres. These sites have passed stringent suitability modeling and are
proximate to Florida's Strategic Intermodal System assets such as Interstate 10,
four-lane highways, CSX and AN railroads and the ports of St Joe, Panama City and
Jacksonville. Gadsden County is actively positioning priority sites for development
through the creation of a four-county Freight Logistics Zone connecting transportation
assets from Gadsden to Gulf counties.

Successful Business

Expansions
Companies seeking to
expand their operations
by moving out of leased
space and into land/facil-
ity ownership are finding
exceptional options in
Gadsden County that
include: four I-10 inter-
changes with available
utilities; existing buildings,
business parks and stra-
tegic sites; streamlined
permitting and a local
economic development
grant program.

Innovative Education

Partnerships

Gadsden Technical Institute
(GTI) and Four Star Freight-
liner (FSF) are training
diesel mechanics using the
GTI campus for classroom
instruction and the new
FSF location for hands-on
experience. Each student
completing the course can
enter the workforce with

a complete set of tools
provided by FSF. This new
pipeline of in-demand

skills will support multiple
employers in the region as
identified by CareerSource
Capital Region.

Key Infrastructure

Investments

A key component to the
successful expansion of
Four Star Freightliner is
the Florida Rural Infra-
structure Fund. Gadsden
County was awarded
$387,585 in competitive
funds to extend water,
wastewater and elec-
tric utilities provided by
Talquin Electric Coop-
erative to the chosen site
along a newly constructed
public road.

Four Star Success
Four Star Freightliner,
aleading heavy and
medium duty truck
dealer of Freightliner,
FUSO and Western Star
brand trucks for both
highway and vocational
use, has chosen a
greenfield build-to-

suit solution for their
25,000-square-foot sales
and service operations
in Gadsden County

with I-10 visibility and
easy customer access.
The $2.5 million capital
investment retains 18
employees and allows
for an additional 10 jobs
at an average wage of
$50,000.

f-;.r---:--r&;_:rf_'::-
? ; ‘ CAPITAL REGION
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www.GadsdenFLDev.com
850-212-1056

TALQWIN


http://www.gadsdenfldev.com

Somuch to do ... so little time. With so many festivals

Word of
South

year-round, it’s apparent that Tallahassee has lots to celebrate.

SEASONAL

Spring on Stage

(March - May)

Tallahassee celebrates its glorious
spring weather with outdoor festi-
vals, al fresco dining and national
acts performing in the Capital City
Amphitheater at Cascades Park.
Spring concerts in 2016 featured
Jason Isbell, O.A.R. and Dawes.

Downtown Marketplace

(March — November)

On Saturdays, stroll through the
downtown Chain of Parks and shop
local produce, baked goods, eggs,
meat, fresh-cut flowers, native
plants, jewelry, arts and crafts.

Opening Nights Performing
Arts (Year-round)

The prestigious Opening Nights
performing-arts series, in conjunc-
tion with Florida State University,
brings acclaimed artists, musi-
cians, comedians and authors to
the Capital City. The 2016-17 roster
includes Smokey Robinson, Lily
Tomlin, Lang Lang, Chris Botti,
Marc Maron and Anne-Sophie
Mutter.

The Artist Series

(Year-round)

The Artist Series of Tallahas-

see hosts outstanding classical
ensembles and soloists including
eminent string quartets, master
pianists and woodwind artists,
such as Fandango, Simone Porter
and Vassily Primakov in the Opper-
man Music Hall at FSU.

FEBRUARY

Tallahassee Marathon &
Half Marathon

Starting in downtown, the
course showcases local
landmarks, parks, neighbor-
hoods and business districts. A
sanctioned USA Track & Field
event and a qualifying event for
the Boston Marathon.

MARCH

Florida Legislature

The Capital City buzzes with
activity leading up to and
during the annual legislative
session. Visitors may view the
House and Senate chambers
from public galleries. The 22nd
floor of the Capitol offers a pan-
oramic view of the region.

Red Hills International
Horse Trials

Olympic riders and horses
compete in this international
equestrian three-day event
that includes dressage, cross
country and stadium jumping
competitions.

FSU’s Flying
High Circus -
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Springtime Tallahassee
Festival & Grand Parade
Annual celebration of spring
kicks off with a concert by a
national recording artist on
Friday night and continues
on Saturday with one of the
largest and most celebrated
parades in the Southeast, Ju-
bilee in the Park art show, the
Children’s Park and a 5K run.

APRIL

Flying High Circus

One of two collegiate circuses
in the nation, the Flying High
Circusis a unique tradition at
FSU. The performances offer
a variety of jaw-dropping rou-
tines, both in air and on the
ground, that rival professional
shows.

Word of South Festival

The festival celebrates re-
nowned masters of literature
and music with a variety of
musical performances, liter-
ary discussions, poetry read-
ings, interviews, book signings
and a dedicated children’s
program. The festival also
features big-name concerts in
the Capital City Amphitheater.

Festival &

LeMoyne Chain of Parks
Art Festival

Annual two-day juried art
festival held beneath the oak
trees in the downtown Chain
of Parks. Browse artwork for
purchase from more than
150 artists from around the
country and enjoy food and
live music.

MAY

Southern Shakespeare
Festival

The open-air festival and
Renaissance fair includes live
Shakespearean performances,
face-painting, juggling, crown
and wand-making, Elizabe-
than games and costume play
for children.

Emancipation Celebration
To commemorate the first
reading in Florida of the
Emancipation Proclamation
on May 20,1865, the Knott
House Museum reenacts
the historic reading on the
very steps where it occurred,
brought to life by re-enactors
in period clothing, group
singing and a picnic.
(continued on page 60)
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Springtime
Tallahassee

- Grand Parade

PHOTOS COURTESY VISIT TALLAHASSEE (TOP AND BOTTOM)



Private Support
S Helping
Florida State
University

Make an Impact

FSU’'S ECONOMIC IMPACT IN FLORIDA

$10 hillion

By strategically investing private funds in the transformative power of
higher education, Florida State University is creating an innovative educational
environment that ultimately benefits our community, state and nation.

JOBS CREATED IN FLORIDA

94,160

v/ 41,773 FSU STUDENTS SPENT
gl $876 miillion

RAISE THE TORCH

The CAMPAIGN for FLORIDA STATE

|

raisethetorch.fsu.edu For more information, visit economic-impact.fsu.edu



http://www.raisethetorch.fsu.edu
http://economic-impact.fsu.edu
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Downtown
Getdown
JUNE SEPTEMBER
Tallahassee Latin Dance Festival Downtown Getdown &
A weekend of culture, fun and fitnesswith ~ Seminole Block Party

On Friday evenings before home games,
football fans fill downtown for pre-game
festivities featuring concerts, food, adult
beverages, arts, crafts and activities
especially for families and children.

dance workshops and performances.

Florida African Dance Festival

Three days of internationally renowned
artists in dance and drum workshops and
performances.

ARE YOU A FUTURE
TEACHER OF THE YEAR?

Flagler College-Tallahassee and Tallahassee Community College
want to be your bridge to the teaching profession.

More than 20 Flagler College-Tallahassee grads
have been Teacher of the Year for their schools.

Tallahassee Community College
TCCis one of the top two-year colleges in the nation.

Earn your associate degree at TCC, then walk across the
lawn to enroll at Flagler College-Tallahassee, located right
on TCC's campus.

Flagler College-Tallahassee

Flagler College-Tallahassee offers the junior- and
senior-year program for elementary education
and elementary education/exceptional

student education majors.

“Once you enter Flagler, you become special,
not only to your instructors, but also to the
community. Flagler interns are coveted.”

Sylvia Myers, Assistant Principal, Kate Sullivan
Elementary School. Leon County Teacher of the
Year. TCC and Flagler College-Tallahassee graduate.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
(850)201-8070 | FlaglerTallahassee.com
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Florida Jazz & Blues Festival

A weekend lineup of international,
national, regional and local musicians,
such as the Count Basie Orchestra.

OCTOBER

Experience Asia Festival

Cultural offerings such as the famous
Matsuriza Japanese drummers, exhibits,
demonstrations and cuisine represent-
ing the wonders of Japan, China, the
Philippines, India, the Middle East,
Indonesia, the Polynesian Islands and
Hawaii.

Greek Food Festival

Enjoy all things Greek at this two-day
festival: pastries, gyros, spanakopita,
moussaka, ouzo and more, plus Greek
music, dancing and tours of the beauti-
ful Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox
Church.

NOVEMBER

North Florida Fair

The region’s largest agricultural fair
features 4H and FFA competitions and
exhibits, livestock show, arts and crafts,
entertainment, carnival rides, games
and food.

Bradley’s Fun Day

On the Saturday before Thanksgiving,
Fun Day features live music, clogging,
sugar cane grinding, syrup making, food,
arts and crafts, a petting zoo and wagon
and pony rides.

DECEMBER

Winter Festival &Jingle Bell Run
The 3K Jingle Bell Run/Walk, a parade,
live entertainment, arts and crafts and
lighting ceremony turn downtown into
a winter wonderland.

Market Days

One of the Southeast’s largest and most
popular juried arts and crafts shows,
featuring more than 300 vendors.

Winter Solstice Celebration
Celebrations at the 17th century Mission
San Luis include a commemorative
Mass, drum circle, dancing, storytellers,
history presentations, arts, crafts and
period food.

SPONSORED SECTION
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LEADERS

WHO COUNT

You can count on Thomas Howell Ferguson P.A. CPAs to be leaders, always raising
standards not only in the accounting profession, but within the industries and
communities of our clients and team members.

NOT-FOR-PROFIT COMMERCIAL
DEBIE LEONARD ALLISON HARRELL WINSTON HOWELL RUSSELL PERKINS MICHAEL KALIFEH
Shareholder, Tax Services Shareholder, Managing Shareholder Shareholder, Shareholder, Tax Services
Assurance Services Assurance Services
GOVERNMENT INSURANCE

-
! -

JEFF BARBACCI BILL FERGUSON CANITA GUNTER CHRIS HOWELL
Shareholder, Shareholder, PETERSON Shareholder, Assurance
Assurance Services Assurance Services Shareholder, Tax Services Senvices, Tampa Market Leader

ASSURANCE ~ TAX ~ CONSULTING

. Forauoon oo CPAMERICA T2
Ferguson PA.

Certified Public Accountants TALLAHASSEE - TAMPA  WWW.THF-CPA.COM

Crowe Horwath International.



http://www.thf-cpa.com
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Boys’ Choir of Tallahassee

“We have one of the more generous, thoughtful communities,
especially considering that we don’t have a lot of large corporations,’
says Steve Uhlfelder, a Tallahassee lawyer who has advocated for
many causes here and currently sits on the United Way board. “There is
also a lot of camaraderie between organizations, which makes a huge
difference when you are trying to get something done.”

oy Watkins, president and CEO of the Community

Foundation of North Florida, agrees. Her organiza-
tion helps people and organizations accomplish long-term,
permanent charitable goals. The foundation is rapidly ap-
proaching $50 million in assets and in 2017 will celebrate
its 20th anniversary. “In just 20 short years, in addition to
regular annual support for local charities, people in this
community have committed nearly $50 million to sup-
port good causes for generations,” says Watkins. “We see
philanthropy growing every day”’

Agency for Persons with Disabilities

Tallahassee-Leon County benefits from myriad state
services located in the Capital City. One in particular is
the Agency for Persons with Disabilities (APD), specifically
tasked with serving the needs of Floridians with develop-
mental disabilities and their families.

“APD enjoys access to the seat of Florida government
here in Tallahassee,” says Director Barbara Palmer. “We
are positioned to have greater access to the governor and
lawmakers, and because of their outstanding support, APD
has been able to offer community services to an additional
6,000 people over the past four years. Tallahassee is a great
place to live and raise a family, and APD is here to help
all Florida families that include someone with a develop-

mental disability so they maylive, learn and work in their
community”

Boys’ Choir of Tallahassee

They have performed around the world and are one of
the area’s best-loved outreach programs. The Boys’ Choir
of Tallahassee targets males ages 8 to 18, typically from
single-parent, low-income homes, to foster academic
excellence, social responsibility and to help them realize
their full potential. Almost all of the young men continue
to college or the military after high school.

Big Bend Cares

One of the most exciting additions to Tallahassee-Leon
County is the construction of a new full-service medical
facility on the southside of town for Big Bend Cares, which
provides education and support to people infected with or
affected by HIV/AIDS. When complete, the facility will be
a one-stop medical home for patients in the area.

Boys Town
Boys Town North Florida, one of Tallahassee’s favor-
ite projects, has been serving children and families since
1983 by providing stable, secure and loving family settings
for displaced and at-risk children.
(continued on page 64)

Opening Doors to Opportunity, Housmg, Independence

What began as a charitable effort by a local
churchisnow the Kearney Center, a state-of-the-
art shelter providing comprehensive emergency
services for Leon County’s homeless population.
The West Pensacola Street site has the look and
feel of a home, with room to house up to 390
guests. The center provides short-term housing
along with guidance and counseling that ideally
will lead to permanent or transitional housing.
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Our Small Business Executive Program The Non-Profit Executive Program is CEO Peer2Peer groups provide a

is ideal for CEOs, entrepreneurs and designed for presidents and executive structured and confidential environemnt
business owners ready to learn how to directors looking to assess their for executives to share best practices and
capitalize on business opportunities and organization’s position and develop resolve their business challenges. Eight to
turn challenges into a straegic advantage. practical action plans. twelve CEOs are selected for each group.

The Jim Moran Institute for Global Entrepreneurship cultivates, trains and inspires entrepreneurial leaders through
world-class executive education, applied training, public recognition and leading-edge research. Since the Jim Moran
Institute’s inception more than 20 years ago, it has served the Tallahassee business community by facilitating new business
and furthering the goals of established businesses. As the challenge of operating and growing a small business becomes
increasingly complex, the Jim Moran Institute remains a source of expertise and executive education.

THE JIM MORAN INSTITUTE
www.jimmoraninstitute.fsu.edu FOR GLOBAL ENTREPRENEURSHIP

FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY | COLLEGE OF BUSINESS


http://www.jimmoraninstitute.fsu.edu

Able Trust

The Able Trust, also known
as the Florida Endowment
Foundation for Vocational Re-
habilitation, provides people
with disabilities the opportuni-
ty for successful employment.
The Able Trust youth program
includes career development
and transition coaching for
students with disabilities to
help reduce the dropout rate
and prepare young adults for
life beyond high school.

United Way of the
Big Bend

The United Way works to ad-
dress the root causes of com-
munity issues like education
and graduation rates, afford-
able and accessible healthcare,

mental health, financial stability
and education, hunger, shelter,
child abuse and domestic vio-
lence. “We support the human
service needsin our community
by working through our 38 agen-
cy partners in Leon County but
also programs in an eight-coun-
ty footprint,” says Katrina Rolle,
president and CEOQ. “Our internal
programs fill gaps not addressed
by our agency partners.”

One of these programsis Read-
ing Pals, which matches mentors
one-to-one with students in kin-
dergarten through second grade.
In 2015, data showed that 73%
ofkidsin the program increased
their reading scores from fall
to spring by at least one year’s
worth of growth.

FSUDance Marathon

It’s a bunch of college kids dancing for a good
cause — and dance they do, to the amount of
nearly $8 million since it began 21 years ago.
Dance Marathon at Florida State University is a
year long effort that culminates with an annual
40-hour event where more than 1,800 students
stay awake and on their feet to raise money for
the local Children’s Miracle Network Hospital,
Shands Children’s Hospital and the FSU College
of Medicine.

Dean, Mead & Dunbar is pleased to welcome Mark Holcomb and Bob Goldman to
our Tallahassee team, combining the depth of resources of our extensive Federal

tax practice with a robust team of State and Local Tax lawyers.

b |
Mark Holcomb

Peter Dunbar

DEAN
MEAD

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Access. Integrity. Results.

i'f r “
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Martha Edenfield

John Wharton

In just three years, our firm has doubled the size of the team in Tallahassee. We continue to grow with
accomplished leaders who have extensive experience tackling the tough issues facing Florida. When it
comes to complex problem-solving, we're on the ground and in the halls of the Capitol to help clients
navigate the ever-changing landscape of Florida government.

215S. Monroe Street, Suite 815, Tallahassee, FL 32301 | Toll free: (877) 363-8992 | www.deanmead.com

Cari Roth

Bob Goldman

Bill Townsend Brittany Finkbeiner

FORT PIERCE ® ORLANDO ® TALLAHASSEE ®m TAMPA ® VIERA/MELBOURNE
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Big Bend Minority Chamber of Commerce
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We might be viewed as the new “kids” on the block, but
collectively we bring more than 200 years of experience to
the organization, and we seriously accept our assignment
to boost north Florida’s economic ecosystem by helping
minority and women business owners thrive over the long
term. So whether it’s hosting wealth-building workshops,
meeting with key decision makers, or matching our
members to big-business opportunities, our focus is spot-
n... strategic...and it works.

Big Bend Minority Chamber of Commerce

528 East Park Avenue Tallahassee, FL 32301
info@mybbmc.org | 850-577-0789
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here once was a time when Tal-

lahassee was dependent on state
government as its main economic
base. “We were thought of as a ‘com-
pany town, with the ‘company’ being
government,” says Fred Baggett, man-
aging partner of the Tallahassee office
of Greenberg Traurig and a longtime
community advocate. “Well, that’s
what it may have been, but that’s not
what Tallahassee is today”

Today, Tallahassee-Leon County-
based businesses that work directly or
indirectly with the government sector
— and even those that don’'t— have the
benefit of leveraging the definite ad-
vantages that come with being located
in close proximity to Florida’s “policy
capital”

“We are close to the decision-makers
and power brokers,” says Frank Rudd,
president and CEO of Florida Society

The Caitol Rotunda

of Association Executives (FSAE), a
fact not lost on the FSAE membership
of 400 associations in Tallahassee
alone.

No doubt, “the state is a great re-
source,” says Cissy Proctor, executive
director of Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity. “We like to
think of the state as part of the com-
munity, and we want Tallahassee to
take advantage of all we have to offer”

PHOTO COURTESY COLIN HACKLEY

Shula's
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At Salter>Mitchell, our connections are our

greatest asset. We know the issues, players,
culture and communities in Florida. Our history

here and our relationships are decades deep.

From non-profit organizations to Fortune 500
companies, if you want to do business in Florida
you need a PR firm that knows the territory.
SalterMitchellPR.com

TALLAHASSEE | ORLANDO

1

TAMPA

salter
mitchell 22

SalterMitchellPR.com

WASHINGTON, DC


http://www.saltermitchellpr.com

TALAHASSE”

p-and-comers on the business

scene wouldn't thrive without the
strong, established mainstays in Tal-
lahassee’s business community. Their
deep knowledge and expertise provide
guidance to newer businesses, but also
create a firm foundation on which to
build innovations of their own.

Garnet & Gold

The go-to store for all things FSU, Gar-
net & Gold has three locations and a
website with 25 million visits annu-
ally. It employs 5,000 college students.

Proctor Car Dealerships

The third generation owners have
expanded the business beyond selling
Hondas, Acuras, Subarus and used cars
to a full-service advertising agency,
Compass Marketing & Consulting. The
company opened in 1910.

NAITALCOR

Founded in 1990, this real estate
brokerage firm specializes in North
Florida commercial properties and is
the largest locally owned commercial
real estate firm in Tallahassee.
President Ed Murray is a major
player in Tallahassee-Leon County
economic development initiatives.

Capital City Bank Group
Providing banking services since
1880, CCBG is consistently listed in
regional business publications as a
“best place to work.”

Super-Lube

The independently owned and oper-
ated oil change company has 40 cor-
porate stores and 10 franchise stores
inFlorida, Alabama, Illinois and Wis-
consin.

Three generations of the Gavalas famlly
operate Nic’s Toggery stores in Tallahassee.

Nic’s Toggery
Established in 1950, Nic’s has clothed
generations of Tallahassee power bro-
kers. For 13 years, it has been named a
“Top 100 Men'’s Store” in the U.S. by Es-
quire magazine.

Ajax Building Corporation

Founded in 1958, the company got its
start restoring historic buildings in Tal-
lahassee and on the FSU campus. Today
it is one of the fastest-growing construc-
tion companies in the nation.

Visit Your Museum of Florida History!

FREE ADMISSION AND FREE PARKING
Open 7 Days a week

Located at 500 South Bronough Street

in Downtown Tallahassee
850.245.6400 | museumoffloridahistory.com

n Y&l o

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE
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Tallahassee Starts Here!

i Time Travel s Escape s Unwind .

See Tallahassee as it was over 300 years ago!

Experience the western capital of Spanish Florida where
Apalachee Indians and Spaniards lived together,

Special Events « Picnic Areas - Exhibits - Museum Shop - Pet Friendly

4 ﬂh,w /fr’ich

SH LIVIgG HI;THF“I' MUSELIRM
2100 West Tennessee Street 850.245.6406 missionsanluis.org

Fleeida Departeant of State

FLORIDWS APALACHEE-S
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People

Interested in developing community relationships or
new ventures? Get to know the movers and shakers in the
Tallahassee-Leon County business world.

Terrie Ard

President

Moore Communications
Group

Fred Baggett
Tallahassee Managing
Shareholder
Greenberg Traurig

Martha Barnett
Former President

American Bar Association;

Retired Senior Partner
Holland & Knight

Randy Blass
Executive Director

Jim Moran Institute for
Global Entrepreneurship

SPONSORED SECTION

Ron Book
Governmental Lawyer
Ronald L. Book PA.

Reggie Bouthillier
Shareholder, Stearns
Weaver Miller; Chairman
Greater Tallahassee
Chamber of Commerce

Paul Bradshaw
Southern Strategy Group

Michael Brawer
CEO and Executive
Director

Association of Florida
Colleges

JT Burnette
Principal, Inkbridge
Owner, Brandt
Information Services

Dominic Calabro
President & CEO
Florida TaxWatch

&
Tony Carvajal
Executive Vice President
Florida Chamber
Foundation

£
Tim Center
Executive Director
Sustainable Florida

Jorge Chamizo
Partner
Floridian Partners

Brian Ballard
President
Ballard Partners

Marshall Criser 11l
Chancellor, State University
System of Florida

Chris Curry

Director of Aviation
Tallahassee International
Airport

JohnE. Dailey
Chairman, Leon County Commission

Dustin Daniels
Chief of Staff, Mayor’s Office
City of Tallahassee

Claudia Davant
Partner
Adams St. Advocates
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Russell aws
President/CEQO
Tallahassee Museum

Tom Delacenserie
Secretary
Florida Lottery

Bryan Desloge

Leon County
Commissioner;
President, National
Association of Counties

Brett Doster
Founder and President
Front Line Strategies

Kristin Dozier
Leon County
Commissioner

People

N
Ty

Laurie Dozier
Founder and President
Mad Dog Construction

Peter M. Dunbar
Shareholder
Dean Mead

Steven L. Evans
Consultant

4 |

o

David Faulkenberry
President

FBMC Benefits

Management

Tom Feeney
President & CEO
Associated Industries
of Florida

Ricardo Fernandez
Tallahassee City Manager

Skip Foster
Publisher
Tallahassee Democrat

Ted ranger
President
United Way of Florida

Jack Harkness
Executive Director
The Florida Bar

John Hogan
CEO
Capital Health Plan

Susanne Homant
President and CEO
The Able Trust

Winston Howell
Managing Shareholder
Thomas Howell Ferguson

Andrew Gillum
Mayor
City of Tallahassee

Lila A. Jaber
Regional Managing
Shareholder, Gunster

Jimbo Jackson
Leon County Commissioner

Morris Jackson
District Manager
Wells Fargo

Thomas W. Jennings, Ph.D.
Vice President for University
Advancement and President
of the Florida State University
Foundation

Chris Hart

Sue Dick
President/CEO

Greater Tallahassee
Chamber of Commerce

Florida Secretary
of Commerce;
President and CEO
Enterprise Florida
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Christina Johnson
President
On3 Public Relations

Rick Kearney
Chairman and CEOQ
Mainline Information
Systems

John Kelly
General Manager
DoubleTree Tallahassee

Gina Kinchlow
Interim President
Big Bend Minority
Chamber of Commerce

Beth Kirkland
Executive Director
Florida Economic
Development Council

Todd Kocourek
President

Florida First Capital
Finance Corporation

Al Latimer
Director

Office of Economic
Vitality

SPONSORED SECTION

Al Lawson
U.S. House of
Representatives

Tom Leellll
CEO and President
Lee & Cates Glass

Mary Ann Lindley
Leon County
Commissioner

Lucas Lindsey
Executive Director
Domi Station

Vincent S. Long
County Administrator
Leon County

Nick Maddox
Vice Chairman
Leon County Commission

Scott Maddox
Tallahassee City
Commissioner

Edward Mansouri
Founder and CEO
WeatherSTEM

Joanne McCall
President

Florida Education
Association

)

Bob McClure
President and CEO
The James Madison
Institute

Karen Moore

Founder and CEO
Moore Communications
Group

Nancy Miller
Tallahassee City
Commissioner

Randy Miller
President and CEO
Florida Retail Federation

Jim Murdaugh
President
Tallahassee Community
College

E. Edward Murray Jr.
President
NAI TALCOR

Bennett Napier
President/CEO
Partners in Association
Management

COMMERCE

www.talchamber.com

CHAMBER OF

CHAMEBER

)
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A
GREATER TALLAHASS
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and commerce. Business STRONG. Member DRIVEN.

We are the catalyst for local business growth and the

go-to resource for entrepreneurs, business owners
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Mark O’Bryant Sean Pittman
President & CEO Senior Partner
Tallahassee Memorial Pittman Law Group
HealthCare
Gary Ostrander Kerri Post
Vice President for E>_<§cut|ve Director
Research Visit Tallahassee
Florida State University )

Bill Proctor
Ben Pingree Leon County
Director Commissioner
Planning, Land
Management
and Community
Enhancement

Cissy Proctor

Executive Director

Florida Department

of Economic

Opportunity

Curtis Audra Pittman
Richardson Executive Director
Tallahassee City Council on Culture
Commissioner & Arts

Dean Ridings Kim Rivgrs

President & CEO CEQ, Trulieve;

Florida Press Principal, Inkbridge
Association

o

A Team of Proven
Economic Development

Leaders Delivering Results

Proud to develop Tallahassee OEV's first
economic development strategic plan.

Mark Ro'binson
President/CEO
Capital Regional Medical Center

7)
Larry Robinson

Interim President
Florida A&M University

Our team is ready to help: Location Advisory Services,
Economic Development Strategy, Effective Marketing and
Communications Planning and Collaboration Strategy.

ETRATEGY ACTION | RESLLTS

-
\ VISIONFIRST ADVISAORS

(850) 558-6900 | VISIONFIRSTADVISORS.COM
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Katrina Rolle
President

United Way of the Big Bend
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Frank Rudd
President & CEO
Florida Society of
Association Executives

April Salter
President & COO
SalterMitchell

Alex Sanchez
President and CEO
Florida Bankers
Association

Will Seccombe
President and CEO
VISIT FLORIDA

Michael Sittig
Executive Director
Florida League of Cities

ol .
Bill Smith Jr.
Chairman, President and
CEO

Capital City Bank Group

Ron Sachs
President and CEO
Sachs Media Group

SPONSORED SECTION

John Thrasher
President
Florida State University

Gray Swoope
President & CEO
VisionFirst Advisors

Steven J. Uhlfelder
Founder
Uhlfelder & Associates

Wendy Walker
President
Leadership Florida

Doug Wheeler
President and CEO
Florida Ports Council

i &P
Mark Wilson
President and CEO
Florida Chamber of
Commerce

Gary Yordon
Consultant

Gil Ziffer
Tallahassee City
Commissioner

Curtis Zimmerman
Founder

The Zimmerman
Agency

CECA

COUNCIL ON CULTURNE & ARTS T ERCIA) uowln BT 0l y

The ARTS Live Here
TallahasseeArts.org

floridatrend.com/alerts

Sign up to receive
Florida Trend’s
newest weekly

eNewsletters

e Health Care

e Education

e Movers &
Influencers
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